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Firecracker Factories, Liquor and Alleged Ex
tortion: What Is Happening in Vanch Village?

Mahanagar Metro Desk
Ahmedabad: Vanch village,
falling under the jurisdiction
of Vivekanandnagar Police
Station in Ahmedabad dis-
trict, has come under
scrutiny following a series of
serious allegations. Com-
plaints have emerged regard-
ing the alleged operation of
illegal firecracker manufac-
turing units and warehouses,
while allegations of illicit
liquor trade and extortion
have raised questions about
the functioning of the police
administration.Amid discus-
sions describing Vanch vil-
lage as the "Shivakashi of
Gujarat," questions have
emerged over the legality of
firecracker manufacturing
and storage activities in the
area. An investigation is
needed to establish whether
the necessary government
permissions have been ob-
tained and whether fire
safety regulations are being
followed.According to alle-
gations raised at the local \

level, firecrackers are al-
legedly being manufactured
and stored at several loca-
tions without adequate safety
arrangements.The most
alarming allegation is that
minor children are being
made to work in hazardous
conditions at certain loca-
tions. If these complaints are
substantiated, the matter
would constitute not merely
a violation of the law but a
serious concern involving
child protection and public
safety.Are Fire Safety Regu-
lations Being Followed or
Are They Limited to Paper-
work?Discussions have
emerged regarding the oper-
ation of numerous shops,

warehouses and manufactur-
ing units across different
parts of the Vivekanandnagar
area.Local allegations also
claim that more than 1,000
illegal shops and manufac-
turing units are operating in
the area. However, this fig-
ure requires official verifica-
tion.The most pressing
questions concern the stor-
age and manufacturing of
highly inflammable materi-
als such as firecrackers, par-
ticularly if these activities
are taking place near residen-
tial areas.How many inspec-
tions has the fire department
conducted so far? How many
establishments have received
the necessary permissions?
At how many locations are
fire safety regulations al-
legedly being violated?Why
has the administration not
conducted a comprehensive
inspection before a major
fire or explosion occurs?Se-
rious Extortion Allegations
Against PI Parmar and Ad-
ministrative Staffer Kalpesh

BharwadSerious allegations
have been raised against PI
Parmar of Vivekanandnagar
Police Station and Kalpesh
Bharwad, who is described
as an administrative staffer
associated with the police
station.According to local
sources, there are allegations
that money is being collected
from certain businesses al-
legedly operating illegally in
the area.Claims have also
emerged that amounts of up
to ₹50,000 are allegedly
being collected per stall or
shop.If these allegations are
substantiated, they would
raise serious questions about
the credibility and function-
ing of the police administra-
tion.There are also
discussions that complaints
regarding the alleged activi-
ties have previously been
submitted to senior police of-
ficials. However, clarifica-
tion is required on whether
any concrete action has been
taken against the officials
concerned.
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Ahmedabad/Ujjain: Jainism is
founded on the principles of renun-
ciation, penance, non-violence,
celibacy and self-restraint. When se-
rious allegations of misconduct, ex-
ploitation of women and alleged
misuse of religious donations
emerge against an individual holding
a religious position, the matter ex-
tends beyond an individual contro-
versy. It raises questions about
public trust, religious institutions
and accountability.A controversy
surrounding Acharya Sagar Chandra
Sagar has reportedly intensified in
the sacred Jain pilgrimage town of
Palitana. Serious allegations have
been raised concerning alleged ob-
jectionable activities, the purported
exploitation of Jain nuns and other 

women, the alleged misuse of dona-
tions received from devotees, and
the existence of properties allegedly
held through undisclosed or benami
arrangements.These allegations have 

reportedly triggered concern and
anger among Jain devotees, young
people and various religious organi-
zations.The central question is
whether the allegations will be in-
vestigated impartially and whether
appropriate action will follow if any
wrongdoing is established.Allega-
tions Behind the Religious Robes:
Calls for Transparency and Account-
abilityIn Jainism, a monk is regarded
not merely as a religious figure but
as an example of renunciation, dis-
cipline and moral conduct.Conse-
quently, the allegations surrounding
Sagar Chandra Sagar have raised se-
rious concerns among devotees.Dis-
cussions have reportedly circulated
on social media regarding purport-
edly objectionable photographs and
other material. Allegations of inap

propriate conduct and exploitation
involving Jain nuns and other
women have also been raised by cer-
tain individuals.Mahanagar Metro
raises the following questions: Why
has an independent investigation not
been initiated to establish the facts?
Will the individual concerned and
his representatives come forward to
clarify their position?Silence cannot
be treated as an admission of guilt. 

Jain Community in Turmoil: Serious Allega
tions Against Acharya Sagar Chandra Sagar

Mahanagar Metro Desk
Gujarat: Amid the continuous
routine of studies, examinations,
homework, and academic activi-
ties in schools, a period of joy
and relaxation is now approach-
ing for students. With schools
across Gujarat scheduled to ob-
serve holidays from November 5
to November 25, an atmosphere
of excitement and happiness can
be seen among students. Having
eagerly awaited these holidays
for a long time, students are now
ready to take a break from their
regular academic schedules and
enjoy moments of fun, relaxation,
and happiness.School plays an
important role in a student's life,
but holidays are equally signifi-
cant. The daily morning prepara-
tions for school, classroom
studies, guidance from teachers,
homework, and various academic
activities make holidays a re-
freshing opportunity for children
to rejuvenate their minds and re-
gain new energy. The happiness
that lights up children's faces at
the very mention of holidays is a
beautiful expression of their in-
nocent childhood.The Wait for
Holidays Is Over, A New Begin-
ning of Happiness!During the va

cation, children will have various
plans and activities to look for-
ward to. Some students will visit
their native villages and meet
family members, while others
will plan trips to tourist destina-
tions and religious places. Spend-
ing quality time with
grandparents, relatives, and loved
ones will also make these holi-
days especially memorable for
children.Playing games with
family members at home, meet-
ing friends, reading favourite
books, drawing, and participating
in new creative activities are
some of the many things that
make holidays truly memo-

rable.Encouraging Creativity
Along with Fun and Entertain-
ment!Vacations are not merely a
time for relaxation; they are also
a wonderful opportunity to de-
velop personal interests and tal-
ents. Students can explore their
abilities by participating in paint-
ing, music, sports, reading, writ-
ing, and other creative
activities.Parents should also en-
courage children to spend less
time on mobile phones and tele-
vision and devote more time to
nature, books, sports, and social
activities. Providing children
with sufficient time to pursue ac-
tivities of their choice during va-
cations helps develop their
confidence and creativity.A Wel-
come Break for Teachers and
Parents Too!Along with students,
vacations also bring a welcome
break for teachers and parents. A
pause from regular academic re-
sponsibilities gives teachers an
opportunity to spend quality time
with their families and plan up-
coming educational activities.
Parents, too, can make the most
of this period by spending mean-
ingful time with their children.A
Resolve to Return to School with
Renewed Energy.

A Pause from the School Bell, A Begin
ning of Fun-Filled Days: A Wave of Hap

piness Among Students!
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Chicken is a rich source of lean protein and 

vitamin B6 and when clubbed with peanuts, is 

packed with nutrients, minerals and 

antioxidants, which make a healthy combo. 

So, try this delicious chicken satey with 

peanut sauce recipe, either as a snack, for 

lunch or dinner.

Ingredients
Marinade:

Peanut Sauce:

 cup hung curd
1 tsp freshly grated ginger
1 tsp minced garlic
1 tbsp curry powder
750 gms skinless, boneless chicken 
breasts, cut into strips
20 wooden skewers, soaked in water 
for 30 minutes
Vegetable oil, for grilling
Butter lettuce leaves
Fresh cilantro leaves

1 cup smooth peanut butter
1/4 cup soy sauce
2 tsp red chili paste, 2 tbsp brown sugar
2 limes, juiced
1/2 cup hot water
1/4 cup chopped peanuts, for garnish

Combine the hung curd, ginger, garlic 
and curry powder in a shallow mixing 
bowl and stir to combine it all. Place the 
chicken strips in the yoghurt marinade 
and gently toss until well coated. Cover 
and let the chicken marinate in the 
refrigerator for up to two hours. Thread 
the chicken pieces onto the soaked 
skewers working the skewer in and out 

Directions

Recipe

satey with 
peanut sauce

Preparation time:30 mins + cooling time
Cooking time: 10 mins
Recipe Ingredients:
400g flour
1/2-teaspoon salt
1-teaspoon baking soda
225g unsalted butter, room temperature
200 g granulated white sugar
2 large eggs
1-teaspoon vanilla extract
Royal Icing:
2 large egg whites
2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice
3 cups icing sugar, sifted
Recipe Method:
Sieve together the flour, salt, and baking soda 
thrice. Beat the butter and sugar until light and 
fluffy (about 3 minutes) with an electric 
beater. Add the eggs and vanilla extract and 
beat until combined. Add the flour mixture 
and beat well until you have a smooth dough. 
Divide the dough in half and wrap each half in 
plastic wrap. Refrigerate for about one hour 
or until firm enough to roll.
Preheat oven to 180 degrees C and place rack 
in center of oven. Line two baking sheets with 

Restro review: 

Call of 

Bengal 

(Bengali)

A worthy attempt by foodie 

couple, Indroneel and Sumita 

Ganguly, to bring back a slice 

of Bengal for 'Probashi' 

Bongs, and the fast-swelling 

numbers of Bengali food lovers 

in the City of Nizams.

Decor
Housed in a kiosk at the Same Place food court in 
Madhapur, Call of Bengal showcases its identity in a 
collage of B&W photos of Bengali stalwarts, like Ravi 
Shankar, Uttam Kumar, Suchitra Sen, Kishore Kumar, 
etc. The ambience is minimal but comfortable, with 
spray-mist fans. 
Food
The menu has snacks 
(rolls, chops, champ), 
thalas (veg, egg, fish, 
prawn, chicken, mutton), 
and a la carte items, such 
a s  Ko lka t a  B i ryan i  
(referred here as the 
Khushka Pulao in veg, 
egg, chicken and mutton 
versions). Breakfast (10 
am to 12 pm) has two 
versions, Park Street 
Calling (continental) and 
College Street Calling 
(Bengali).
In snacks,  tr ied-and 
tested-and-declared excellent are Dimer Devil (`60) 
and Moglai Chicken Paratha (`120), especially the 
latter. The square-shaped paratha has a soft but crisp 
crust, with a delicious minced chicken filling, and is a 
meal in itself. Also good were the Fish Fry (`40, large-
sized piece served with Kasundi), Fish Chop and 
Chicken Egg Roll, although the Vegetable Cutlet and 

Luchi-Aloo Torkari were mediocre. While the texture 
of the potato curry (slightly mashed thick gravy) was 
alright, it lacked salt, and served lukewarm; the luchis, 
however, were served hot and puffed up. Also tried 
Fish (Rohu Maccher Kalia, well-done) and Prawn 
(Chingri Maach Bhaape, prawns steamed in a mustard 
marinade and delectable) Thalas, on two different 
days, and common to both of them were rice, dal, jhuri 
bhaja, papod, salad, aam chutney, a vegetable dish 
(Panch Mishali Torkari, on one day and Dhokar Dalna 
on another) and dessert (mihi daana and gulab jamun, 
both okay). While the Panch Mishali was wholesome 
with plenty of veggies, the Dhokar Dalna 
disappointed. The diamond-shaped dhokas were huge, 
but the gravy wasn't of the thick consistency one is 

used to, and lacking 
both the taste of 
garam masala and 
ground ginger-cumin-
coriander seeds, as 
well as potatoes, an 
aberration for most 
Bongs! One has also 
had better versions of 
Bhaja Moonger Dal 
and Masoor Dal,  
served on the thalas. 
My friend who tried 
the Mutton Khushka 
Biryani, however, 
v o u c h e d  f o r  i t s  
authenticity. 

Plus & Minus
Pricing is a steal, especially for the generous portions. 
While most a la carte dishes are good, Call of Bengal 
needs to fine-tune their thalas; especially with 
vegetable dishes and add-ons, like dal, jhuri bhaaja and 
papod (not crisp, on both days).

 Chicken 

Sugar
Recipe 

 cookies

parchment paper. Remove one half of the chilled 
dough from the refrigerator and, on a lightly floured 
surface, roll out the dough to a thickness of 1 cm. 
Keep turning the dough as you roll, making sure the 
dough does not stick to the counter.
Cut out desired shapes using a lightly floured cookie 
cutter and transfer cookies to baking sheet. Place the 
baking sheets with the unbaked cookies in the 
refrigerator for about 15 minutes to chill the dough 
which prevents the cookies from spreading and 
losing their shape while baking. Bake cookies for 
about 8-10 minutes (depending on size) or until the 
edges are just starting to brown. Remove from oven 
and let cookies cool on baking sheet for a few 
minutes before transferring to a wire rack to finish 
cooling. Frost with royal icing, if desired. Be sure to 
let the royal icing dry completely before storing.
For Royal Icing with Egg Whites: In the bowl of 
your electric mixer (or with a hand mixer), beat the 
egg whites with the lemon juice. Add the sifted 
sugar and beat on low speed until smooth. If 
necessary, to get the right consistency, add more 
sugar or water. Add food coloring, if desired. The 
icing needs to be used immediately or put in an 
airtight container as it hardens when exposed to air. 
Sprinkle colored sprinklers onto wet icing if 
desired.

Food&Kids

of the meat, down the middle of the piece, 
so that it stays in place during grilling.
Place a grill pan over medium heat and 
brush it with oil to prevent the meat from 
sticking. Grill the chicken satays for three 
to five minutes on each side, until cooked 
throughly. Serve the satays on a platter 
lined with lettuce leaves and cilantro; 
accompanied by a small bowl of peanut 
sauce on the side.

Combine the peanut butter, soy sauce, red 
chili paste, brown sugar, and lime juice in 
a blender. Puree this. Pour the sauce into a 
nice serving bowl and garnish with the 
chopped peanuts. Serve with chicken 
satay.

Sauce

 Chicken 
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What are

Reading?
kids 

Magazine (for ages Wodehouse. But, she also loves Asterix!Pranksters George Beard and Harold Hutchins Niranjani says that a library 
3-6). Sometimes, children’s reading habits rub off on are terrorised by their principal, the mean helps because when children 

“Adhvik loves adults. That’s what happened with Vasanthi. Benjamin Krupp. They get back, and how! visit it, they end up seeing 
reading about “Abhirami tells me about the new authors They turn him into a reluctant superhero who and picking up books they 
wildlife. So, I she’s reading. It’s lovely because these are wears just briefs and a cape! If you are a 10- would have never been exposed 
make it a point to authors who were not around when I was a kid. year-old, you would have got the story by now. to otherwise.
pick up books on the At any age, it’s nice to read kiddie books,” she This is the tale of Captain Underpants, a hot Anu Vignesh’s daughter Mayanka, a Class 
subjec t .  Dhaman says, rushing off to read her daughter’s copy of favourite among pre-teens. Then, there’s the V student, is a huge fan of Enid Blyton. She’s 
likes The Berenstain Jacqueline Wilson’s Hetty Feather.adorable mouse who publishes ‘The Rodent’s loves horses too, and so, an encyclopaedia on chi
Bears. When we let kids “I’ve to return it tonight!”Gazette’. He scouts around for news instead of horses is popular on her reading list. So are l d r en .  
read books relating to the What sells onlinecheese and craves a vacation. That’s pre-teen books such as the St. Claire’s series.O n l i n e  
topics they are interested in, Anil Goteti of Flipkart says that Indian authors Geronimo Stilton. He also has a sister, Thea Rema Giridhar’s daughter Layanaya, 9, reads a store Flipkart is 
it keeps the reading habit such as Ruskin Bond, R.K. Narayan and Stilton, who has a separate series in her name. lot of Amar Chitra Katha and Geronimo working at initiatives 
alive,” she says. But, yes, she Sudha Murthy are amongst the most popular There’s a big smile on kids’ faces as they read Stilton. “We allow her to read what she wants such as book readings with 
does check if the books are age- kids’ authors. Adventure is a top seller, the squiggly text that literally shivers when to. When she chooses a slightly higher read, famous children’s authors, to 
appropriate. followed by the fantasy genre. And, despite the Geronimo is afraid. we step in as censors, so that she reads the right draw in young readers, says Anil 

Adventure is cool influx of new authors and titles, Enid Blyton Books for kids are big news now. There was a books,” she says.Goteti, director-retail. Niranjani 
J. Yashaswi finds Captain Underpants and R.K. Narayan are still a hit.time when interest in books came down and Abhirami, 15, is a voracious reader. She grew up Ramanathan, who runs JustBooks library in 

cool because it combines adventure, Top-Sellerstechnology turned temptress. But, authors abroad and so also reads books that are Coimbatore, says parents are keen on books 
school life and an element of magic. His Ages 5 to 7 Geronimo Stilton, Roald Dahl, such as J.K. Rowling hooked kids back to the unfamiliar here. Her mother Vasanthi, an avid that showcase Indian culture and tradition in 
mother Nandini says she tries to ensure her son Captain Underpants, Wimpy Kid, Dr. Seusspage. Luckily, others rushed in to meet the reader herself, says she has always encouraged an easy-to-read manner. Probably why, 
reads a mix of modern-day tales and vintage Ages 8-10 Wimpy Kid, Famous Five, Hardy demand. Abhirami to read. “We have gently nudged her publications by Tulika Books, Karadi Tales 
kids’ books. So, Roald Dahl and Enid Blyton Boys, Nancy Drew, Amar Chitra Katha, Percy Divya Chandran’s sons Adhvik and Dhaman to try books a little higher than her level. This and Amar Chitra Katha are very popular. “It 
are a vital part of his reading list too. Jackson and Narniapicked up the reading habit seeing their has ensured she reads all books, not just those helps that most new international titles are 

Of late, parents and schools are encouraging Ages 11-15 Lord of The Rings, The Hunger parents read. Today, her elder one reads she is used to or is comfortable with,” she says. available here too.” That way, children keep 
children to read, if only to keep them off Games, Calvin and Hobbes, Artemis Fowl, National Geographic’s NG Kids Magazine Thanks to this, Abhirami reads Jane Austen, pace with what others in their age group are 
electronic gadgets. Book stores hold events for Tintin and Twilight(for ages 6-14). There’s also an NG Little Kids Charles Dickens, Jerome K Jerome and PG reading across the world.

I get him books from early readers’ series 
thrice a week,” says Divya. She’s a member 
of three libraries “just for him”, and apart 
from borrowing, also buys him books every 
month. “He’s not really a voracious reader 
and doesn’t grab each and every thing I get 
him, but now I discover he’s interested in 
reading books on adventure, cars, and 
mythology, especially Amar Chitra Katha.”

But why then are so many rueing that kids 
don’t read? Mridula points out that there are 
two kinds of children — those that read and 
those that don’t. Umesh Malhotra, CEO of 
Hippocampus library, says there are two 
categories of parents — those who are 
educated and have always believed in the 
power of reading, and those who are 
schooled and focus mostly on academics and 
struggle to realise the importance of the 
reading habit in their children’s lives. “The 
average starting age of reader in our place is 
about 3.5 years and we have upward of 3,000 
members. Many mothers bring their kids to 
our library when they are as young as one, 
and we have seen them evolve as readers till 
they are about seven. Parents have taught 
children the alphabet by the time they are 
three, and they specially take time out to 
make them read,” he observes.

her books to read to keep her entertained increased. So have activities around books — All people lamenting how kids these days Varsha Pillai, mother to Aadya, who’s just a 
while she sat…that’s where it really started, new book launches are accompanied by don’t read much, wake up and smell the little over two, has been reading to her 
she laughs. “By the time she was three, she storytelling sessions for children. Many coffee. Kids are very much reading, and a lot, daughter since she was one. She started 
was reading independently. Now, I have to libraries conduct monthly activities for kids because parents today are making an effort to identifying things in books before she turned 
tell her to stop reading, go out and play. My around a theme or book that could include ensure their kids start early and get hooked to two. They graduated from hard board books, 
husband and I read a lot as well, so I guess she painting, craft, making up their own stories reading by the time they can read to touch and feel, to small stories like the 
picked the habit from us.” Arundhati has a — al of which lead kids towards more stories independently. And it’s a habit that seems to Baby Einstein series. Books are also great 
group of about six other classmates, who and more books.stay, once they get going. company for children on long journeys, she’s 
exchange books between themselves and Divya Purandar is a familiar figure in Mridula Charlu, a senior manager at an IT realised. Varsha believes there are many 
read. Her son Agastya, now a little over four Bangalore’s bloggers’ circles as the one who firm says it’s been two years since their takeaways to children learning to read early. 
years, and Arundhati read every night before blogs at One Story A Day. It all started for family of four took a library membership at “She is able to identify and recognise things 
they go to bed. Some classics are also Divya and her then three-year-old son Abhay their neighbourhood branch of Just Books around her. Recently we went to the Mysore 
downloaded on the iPad for them to read. when they were in America. She was bowled “because we all love books. We used to go to zoo and she recognised a Toucan because 

There may be other many encouraging over by the books and library system there. the library once a week on Saturdays, now we she’d seen it in a book.” Apart from going to 
factors too, apart from enthusiastic She started this habit of reading her son one are not so regular,” she admits. She started the library regularly, Varsha also buys 
bookworm parents. The number of good story a day and it’s become an inseparable reading books to her now nine-year-old second-hand books that can be rough-used, 
libraries that allow books to be ordered from part of their life over the last four years. daughter Arundhati when she was barely one. and come at a much lower cost than rather 
home and are delivered at the doorstep have “Now he’s picked up reading on his own and “And then while potty-training her, we gave expensive children’s books otherwise.

kids 
Geronimo Stilton, 

Captain 

Underpants, 

Wimpy Kid, Percy 

Jackson...kids 

today have much 

to choose from.

Taking baby 
reading 

Steps
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