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Surat Municipal Corporation Under Fire Over
Contaminated Drinking Water; Residents Ques

tion Authorities’ Accountability
Mahanagar Metro Desk
Surat: Surat, widely recog-
nised as a Smart City and the
Diamond City of India, is
facing questions over the
supply of safe drinking
water, one of the most basic
civic necessities. Residents
in several areas have report-
edly complained of dirty,
yellowish and foul-smelling
water coming from their
taps, raising concerns about
water quality and the effec-
tiveness of the Surat Munic-
ipal Corporation
(SMC).Despite the civic
body's substantial annual
budget, residents have ques-
tioned whether adequate
measures are being taken to
ensure a reliable supply of
clean drinking water. The re-
ported contamination has
heightened concerns about
public health and the possi-
bility of waterborne dis-
eases.Questions Raised Over

El Niño ExplanationThe
controversy has intensified
amid reports that some local
representatives have referred
to El Niño while responding
to concerns about the water
supply. Residents and critics
have questioned whether
such explanations adequately
address the immediate prob-
lem and have called on the
authorities to identify the ac-
tual cause of the contamina-
tion.Citizens are demanding
clear answers, timely action
and greater accountability
from the civic administra-
tion.Public Health Concerns
Amid Reports of Contami-
nated WaterResidents in sev-
eral residential societies and
other localities have report-
edly faced difficulties due to
the quality of the water sup-
plied to their homes. Con-
taminated drinking water can
increase the risk of illnesses
such as diarrhoea, typhoid,

jaundice and gastrointestinal
infections.Concerned resi-
dents may have to rely on al-
ternative drinking water
sources until the quality of
the municipal supply is con-
firmed to be safe. Authorities
need to conduct water qual-
ity tests and communicate
the findings transparently to
the public.Questions have
also been raised about the
maintenance of water
pipelines, possible sewage
contamination and the per-
formance of filtration and
treatment facilities.Demand
for Immediate Action by
SMCResidents have called
on the Surat Municipal Cor-
poration commissioner and
the concerned departments to
take urgent measures, includ-
ing:Conducting inspections
across affected wards and
residential areas.Testing
water samples to establish
the extent and source of con

tamination .Checking
pipelines for leakages and
possible mixing of sewage
with drinking water.Review-
ing filtration and treatment
plant operations and correct-
ing any identified deficien-
cies.Providing residents with
timely updates and ensuring
safe drinking water sup-
plies.Will the Civic Admin-
istration Respond
Promptly?The reported com-
plaints have raised serious
questions about the effective-
ness of water quality moni-
toring and the civic body's
response to residents' con-
cerns. 
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Ahmedabad: Jainism is widely
revered for its principles of renunci-
ation, self-discipline, non-violence
and purity of conduct. However, se-
rious allegations concerning Sagar
Chandra Sagar have sparked debate
and concern among sections of the
Jain community and media circles.
Allegations have been raised regard-
ing his conduct, the use of religious
donations and attempts to counter re-
ports questioning his activities.
These claims require careful exami-
nation and a fair opportunity for all
concerned parties to present their po-
sitions.Allegations of Using a Team
to Counter Critical ReportingAc-
cording to complaints and claims
cited by sources, whenever reports
raising questions about Sagar Chan-

dra Sagar emerge, a particular group
allegedly becomes active to chal-
lenge the coverage. Critics claim
that responses are issued without ad-
equately examining the facts or in-
dependently verifying the
information published.Questions
have also been raised about whether
funds donated for religious and com-
munity purposes are being used to
support such activities. However, the
allegations concerning the source
and use of these funds would need to
be substantiated through documen-
tary evidence and independent veri-
fication.The central question
remains whether donations intended
for religious and charitable purposes
are being used transparently and in
accordance with donors'
intentions.Concerns and Calls for Accountability Within the Jain Com-

munityAllegations concerning the 

personal conduct of Sagar Chandra
Sagar have reportedly generated
concern among some members of
the Jain community, including so-
cially active individuals and young
people. Those raising objections
have called for a thorough and im-
partial inquiry into the claims.Seri-
ous allegations involving the
treatment of women and female as-
cetics have also been raised. 

Jain Community Seeks Answers Mahanagar
Metro News Challenges Sagar Chandra Sagar

Mahanagar Metro Desk
Rupesh Solanki  Some lands are
not merely geographical regions;
they preserve within themselves
countless stories of history, cul-
ture, struggle, and self-respect.
Kutch is one such remarkable
land. On one side lies the vast
white desert stretching to the
horizon, while on the other is an
extensive coastline. Here, farm-
ers shape their lives through hard
work, while artisans captivate the
world with their creativity. The
character of Kutch is truly en-
riched by its diversity.The
uniqueness of this land lies not
only in its geographical features
but also in the courage and con-
fidence of its people, who con-
tinue to face challenging
circumstances with determina-
tion.Strength Born Out of Strug-
gleKutch has faced numerous
challenges, including low rain-
fall, water scarcity, and natural
disasters. After the devastating
earthquake, Kutch moved for-
ward on the path of reconstruc-
tion, becoming a symbol of
human courage and collective
determination. This land has
taught its people to rise again
rather than surrender to difficul-
ties.The history of Kutch re-
minds us that while resources are

essential for development, deter-
mination and hard work are
equally important.Culture Is the
True Identity of KutchThe folk
language, folk songs, traditional
attire, embroidery, and handi-
crafts of Kutch are living exam-
ples of its rich cultural heritage.
Every creation by its artisans re-
flects the creativity and traditions
passed down through genera-
tions.Preserving this heritage is
not merely about safeguarding
the past; it is also an important
way of connecting the younger
generation with its roots and
identity. With access to appropri-
ate markets and adequate encour-
agement, traditional crafts can
also become an effective source
of livelihood.The Progress of Or-
dinary People Is Equally Impor-
tantPorts such as Kandla and
Mundra have given Kutch a sig-
nificant position in India's trade
and economic development. In-
dustrial activities and emerging
opportunities offer promising
prospects for the region's fu-
ture.However, development can
be considered truly successful
only when local youth find em-
ployment, farmers receive better
facilities, small businesses pros-
per, and the lives of ordinary cit-
izens experience positive 

change.Strengthening education,
healthcare, transportation, and
skill-development facilities in the
villages of Kutch, including
Bhachau and the Vagad region,
can make development more in-
clusive and widespread.Water
and Environmental Conservation
Are EssentialIn Kutch, the im-
portance of water is directly con-
nected with life. Rainwater
harvesting, the revival of water
sources, and the judicious use of
water are essential for the future.
Alongside these efforts, protect-
ing the desert landscape, coast-
line, and local biodiversity is
equally important. 

The Land of Kutch: A Unique Saga of
Struggle, Self-Respect, and Possibilities!
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