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Rupesh Solanki  Love”—a
word that can make your heart
race twice as fast the moment
you hear it! In today’s digital
age, where everything seems to
change with a single tap, the def-
inition of love has also under-
gone a bit of an update. Today,
let’s talk about a kind of love that
goes beyond the world of social
media and is essential for today’s
young generation to
understand.Instagram Reels vs.
Real-Life LoveThese days, love
can begin with resharing an In-
stagram story or sending a heart
emoji. Posting perfect pictures
on social media in the name of
“couple goals” has become a
popular trend. But friends, real
love runs much deeper than the
15 seconds of glamour shown in
a reel.True love is not about re-
ceiving expensive gifts every
day or posting pictures taken
under the sparkling lights of a
café. True love means being ac-
cepted wholeheartedly for who
you really are. No pretence, no
filters—just genuine
feelings!Love Means Freedom,
Not Slavery!Among today’s
youth, there is often confusion
between love and possessive-
ness—the tendency to claim ex-

cessive control over
someone. “Who are
you talking to?”,
“Why are you wear-
ing those clothes?”,
“Give me your pass-
word.” If these
things are being
considered expres-
sions of love, it is
time to pause and
think!Love never
locks anyone inside
a cage. Instead, love
gives you wings to
pursue your dreams
and live freely. A re-
lationship built on
mutual trust and re-
spect for each
other’s personal space is what
truly defines a healthy relation-
ship.Most Importantly: Self-
LoveBefore falling in love with
someone else, it is essential to
learn to love yourself. If you do
not respect yourself, you may
find it difficult to expect others
to value you. Never sacrifice
your career, fitness, or dreams
for the sake of a relationship.
Someone who truly loves you
will respect your dreams just as
much as they respect you.A Final
Message for Young HeartsLove
is a beautiful 

part of life, but it is not your en-
tire life. If a relationship fails to
offer you dignity and respect,
walking away from it gracefully
may be the best decision. Mov-
ing on after a relationship or
learning to accept rejection is
also a sign of emotional matu-
rity.Love wholeheartedly—love
your work, your family, your
partner, and, above all, yourself!
Because true love is the kind that
makes your life better, helps you
grow as an individual, and in-
spires you to become a better
human being.

Love: A Chemical Locha, a Social Media
Trend, or the Secret Ingredient of Life?

Mahanagar Metro Desk
Ahmedabad/Ujjain: A controversy
involving Jain religious figure Sagar
Chandrasagar has sparked concern
and disagreement among sections of
the Jain community. Serious allega-
tions concerning financial irregular-
ities, alleged misconduct, and
inappropriate behaviour have been
raised by certain individuals,
prompting calls for clarification, an
impartial investigation, and a possi-
ble boycott of an upcoming religious
event in Ujjain.The controversy has
also intensified following the circu-
lation of social media posts report-
edly denying the allegations. Critics
have questioned why the matter has
not been addressed through a com-
prehensive, point-by-point public
clarification. However, the allega

tions remain matters requiring inde-
pendent verification, and no conclu-
sion regarding their validity should
be drawn without supporting evi-
dence and a fair investigation.Ques-
tions Raised Over Social Media

ResponsesAccording to critics, so-
cial media posts circulated by sup-
porters and individuals associated
with Sagar Chandrasagar, including
social media coordinator Abhay
Chopra, have sought to counter the
allegations.Those raising questions
have called for a direct response to
the concerns circulating within the
community. They argue that a trans-
parent explanation would help ad-
dress public concerns and prevent
further escalation of the contro-
versy.The individuals concerned
have an opportunity to respond to
the allegations, and their version of
events should also be considered in
any balanced report.Allegations of
Financial Irregularities and Miscon-
ductSome individuals have alleged
that donations received in the name 

of religious activities may have been
misused for personal purposes, in-
cluding the acquisition of property
or land. Serious allegations concern-
ing inappropriate conduct towards
female ascetics have also been
raised.These are significant claims
that require credible documentation,
statements from the individuals con-
cerned, and examination by the ap-
propriate authorities. 

Ujjain Jain Event Faces Boycott Calls Amid Alle
gations Against Sagar Chandrasagar
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Planters

While we are aware that gadgets will continue 

to rule our lives in many ways, decor experts 

around the globe reveal that more families are 

opting to ditch technology in their living rooms 

in order to facilitate more quality time. With an 

overdose of screen time throughout the day, 

people are consciously making a choice to 

create a room without digital distractions. They 

want to bond over meaningful conversations, 

read a book or enjoy a glass of wine, in peace.
Says Dr Rajan Bhonsle, relationship 

counsellor, "The living room is supposed to 

encourage interaction. Whether it's a 

television, ipad or laptop - all gadgets are 

addictive and it's difficult to limit their usage. 

Hence, if the whole family decides to eliminate 

technology from their living space, they will 

end up bonding on a personal level. That's good 

news because the lack of eye-to-eye contact 

over time has made us apathetic and arrogant as 

human beings."
Who says living rooms can't look chic minus 

the telly? In fact, this opens up huge 

opportunities for new designs and creative 

layouts in decor - you can now use up all the 

space that was once occupied by a gadget! Here 

are a few tips:
1. Let all seating face inwards
Arrange all the chairs and sofas in the room to 

face each other. This seating arrangement 

encourages talking, sitting, reading and 

entertaining. You will now probably 

communicate face to face and reconnect 

instead of staring at a screen.
2. Rule of thumb
When you say you have a digital-free living 

room, it has to be unplugged in the true sense. 

To help encourage this, ask your family 

Decorate your home with 
these Indian handicrafts

Decorate your home with Indian 
handicrafts and boast the beautiful, 
interesting and intricate handicrafts 
which are made by rural artisans of the 
country. Add jute, brass and clay 
handicrafts to your home, says an expert. 
Cheenu  Gup ta ,  Co- founde r  o f  
Divinehaat.com, an e-commerce portal 
of handicraft goods, has shared some 
ideas:
* Brass handicrafts: Brass provides a 
durable and sturdy decor option. There 
are so many brass handicrafts 
and show pieces like vases, 
table tops, wall art, lamps, 
ornament boxes, plates, bowls 
and figurines.
True brass tends to oxidize 
quickly when exposed to air and 
hence check that the brass 
product you are buying has been 
given a clear coating of lacquer.
Any brass product will have to 
be regularly polished to keep 
the shine intact and remove any 
tarnishing.
* Jute handicrafts: Give a wow 
factor to your drawing room 
with one of the most affordable natural 
fibers Jute. There is a huge range of jute 
products which includes bags, rugs, 
lamps, tables, office stationery, curtains 
wall-hangings and many more.
Jute products are eco friendly and offer a 
natural, green way to decorate the house.
* Clay handicrafts: Clay pottery is 
supposed to be one of the most ancient 
forms of handicrafts in India.
You can choose from lovely terracotta 
planters or clay serving utensils to 
beautiful vases to decorate the house. Not 
only these products look beautiful but 
food cooked in the pottery is considered 
good for health.

Top 10 crazy 

Planters
 for your home for your home

SPICE OF LIFE

HATS OFF

BOOK STORE

You can hang these old jars on the wall, 
like spice racks -in the dining room or 
in the kitchen. These jar planters can be 
used to grow fresh spices and herbs for 
cooking at home. Clear your kitchen 
counter and keep your herbs, fresh in 
the air. Aromatic, we say!

Give your tattered old hat a makeover 
as a unique hanging container for your 
plant. Pick one of the pots with 
seasonal flowers in it. Tie a wire 
around the pot and hang it on the 
balcony wall. Now, cut a hole in your 
once-favourite old hat and use it to 
cover the pot. Mindboggling, isn't it?
HEAD OVER HEELS These old 
shoes, which had once added to your 
style quotient, can also make for 
wonderful planters. Hung on the 
balcony fence, these coloured boots 
look great filled with flowering plants. 
Even high heels and sandals work 
perfectly well for decorative cacti. Let 
your imagination run as wild as 
possible.

It doesn't take much to add a little 
charm to your home or office. Turning 
an old book into a sassy succulent 
planter can do wonders. Just select an 
old book and glue the pages together. 

Toiling hard on a balcony garden, 
filled with the same old clay or 
plastic pots, can get boring at 
times. If you want to breathe a bit 
more life into your greens, just 
look around.
You will be surprised to find many 
household objects, unnecessarily 
occupying space, which can be 
turned into unique planters. As 
long as it can support soil and 
allow proper drainage, you can use 
almost anything. Container 
gardens can be the perfect solution 
for  those  l iv ing in  smal l  
apartments. So, what are you 
waiting for? Unleash your crazy, 
creative side and make the best use 
of waste.Trust us, you'll love it!

Cup planters look just fine on dull 
window sills.

TO THE TEA

They are small and can hold a small 
amount of gravel. But once you see 
them, you are bound to change your 
opinion. Tea cups with graphics can 
add spectacle in the whole scheme of 
things. If you want to have small 
plants, this can actually be a very good 
idea. You can accentuate the beauty of 
the planter by adding decorative 
stones around the brim.

Wine-bottle planters are really easy to 
make and look great once done. Start 
out by cutting off the bottom of the 
bottle. Since potting soil cannot be 
used as the planting medium here, use 
coco peat instead. A wire or small rope 
tied just below the bottle's threads is all 
we need to hang these planters. You 
can also grow various decorative 
indoor plants in these bottles.

BOTTLE'S UP

TOY TALE

SMUG IN JEANS

OUT OF THE BOX

Succulents are ideal plants to grow 
in these toy trucks discarded by 
your kids. They are pretty low-
mainte nance too. Find something 
that has a large enough opening to 
hold the potting mixture and deep 
enough to allow the roots to grow.

This planter is not just a great use of 
an old pair of jeans, but it's also a 
sure-shot way to grab eyeballs of 
every passer-by. So, if you are 
planning something extraordinary 
and eccentric this season, try and 
make at least one jeans container. 
You need to fill up the legs with 
pipes and thermocol.
Spread a water-resistant plastic bag 
inside before placing the potted 
plant. And you are ready to go...

Making a planter from a wooden 
crate or an old suitcase is quite 
simple. Because of its length, 
breadth and depth, it is best suited 
for growing herbs like coriander, 
lemon grass or mint. Fill it will soil. 
You can either sprinkle seeds, 
starting from the scratch, or 
directly plant saplings. If you are 
more into flowers, then Portulaca 
grandiflora (commonly called 9 
o'clock flowers) can be one of the 
options. Decorate the case to your 
heart's content and it can double up 
as an installation in your balcony.

Make sure not to stick the pages to 
the cover. Let it dry completely. 
Decide how wide a space you 
want to fit in your succulent. 
Leave at least 2 inches around the 
circumference of the roots to 
promote growth. Line the box you 
just cut with a plastic bag, making 
sure the bottom and sides are 
covered. Arrange your succulent 
on top of the plastic bag. Be sure to 
transfer enough soil from the 
original planter, along with the 
plant itself. Trim the excess plastic 
around the edges, leaving just 
enough of the liner to keep water 
from running into the pages of the 
book when you water it.

Next time you get your car tyre 
changed, don't throw the old one 
away. Paint it instead, and use it as 
a plant container. This type of 
arrangement is possible only if 
you have adequate space in your 
balcony or on the rooftop.
You can choose colours according 
to your preference. The advantage 
in this case is plenty of room, 
therefore suitable for bigger 
plants and bushes like rose, 
hibiscus et al.

AT THE WHEEL

There are multiple types of clay pottery - 
terracotta, red, black and grey pottery.
* Wooden handicrafts: Decorate your 
house with wooden furniture, toys, 
utensils, decorative pieces, jewellery and 
many more designer household goods like 
lamp shades, candle stands, vermillion 
boxes, jewellery boxes, bangle holders.
Carved wood furniture is a treasured 
furniture item in a lot of homes.
* Dhokra handicrafts: Dhokra is one of the 
oldest forms of handicrafts. Dhokra candle 

stands, pen stands, ash trays, horses, 
elephants, peacocks, owls, religious 
images, measuring bowls and other show 
pieces give an extra edge to the corner of 
your house.
Dhokra cast metal and ironware has a 
rugged vibrancy about it. It looks beautiful 
in any corner of your home.
* Marble handicrafts: To enhance the 
beauty of your house decorate it with 
marble decorative vase, marble elephants 
for the drawing room, pooja thali, idols of 
god for the spiritual room.
* Art and metal ware handicrafts: Wall art 
designing for living room is a new trend. 
One can choose from varieties of designs to 
go in sync with your living room.

Why the time is ripe for a tech-less 

Living room

members to leave their phones, tablets, music 

player in another room.
 They may grumble at first, but with time 

surely realise that it is very relaxing at the end 

of the day.
3. Stay away from too many colours
While the idea is to create a space that de-

stresses you after a long day, be careful not to 

incorporate too many colours in a tech-less 

space. Stick to a neutral colour palette and use 

soft, soothing colours. Whites, creams, blues, 

browns, greys - all make for brilliant choices.
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Make your home 
look cosier in 

There is a lingering nip in 
the air and it is the right 
time to give your home a 
warm look. Architect 
Ekansh  Bansa l  o f  
Ekansh Bansal Design 
gives us some tips to do 
up our homes this 
season. Winter is as 
good a time as any to 
r edeco ra t e  you r  
home, and the right 
visual elements will 
have your interiors 
l o o k i n g  c h i c ,  
warm, inviting 
and cosy; even in 

the coldest months.
Keep colours simple
Paint is perhaps the best 
s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  
redecorating your home, 
and you should begin 
with a neutral and earthy 
colours like white, beige 
or very light blue. 
Keeping the colours 
simple gives you a lot of 
freedom to play with the 
rest of the elements.
Bring in some warmth
Decorating for winter is 
all about giving extra comfort and warmth to 
your interiors, especially since it's so cold and 
harsh outside. Stock up on items like plush 
throws and rich quilts and place them on your 
couches and sofas.
Use traditional furniture for glamour
Add warmth to your interiors by breaking the 
straight lines of contemporary furniture with 
some more traditional pieces. The curves of the 

'My place has 
everything that a 

party house needs'
About A Boy is a film about a guy who has not 

worked a single day. He gets royalty out of a 

song that his dad sang. But what is really cool 

about him is his apartment. Punit's apartment is 

inspired by that. Like the character in the film, 

Punit too, would like to be self-sufficient in life

"I wake up in the morning and go 
down to  the  
second floor for 
breakfast to my 
parents' place 
(Punit stays on 
the 22nd floor) 
or the breakfast 
comes up. They 
have  s t a r t ed  
teasing me that 
this is why I 
meet them. Then 
lunch comes up 
and for dinner, I 
u s u a l l y  g o  
down."
"My kitchen is 
totally stocked 
with ingredients 
and everything 
r e q u i r e d  t o  
cook, though it 
has never been 
used. I also have 
a fully stocked bar even though I 
don't drink. And, surprisingly, my 
dad stocked it up for me."
"When my dad came to see my place 
for the first time, he opened my room 
and died of shock seeing the fully 
open shower. He said, 'What if 
someone opens the door and sees 
you?' To make it worse, I had put a 

Interior expert Raseel Gujral lists simple 
fun ways to do up your living room.

Personality
I want to walk into a space that makes me 
sigh! The living room should be designed 
in such a way that it speaks to you with 
volume and personality.

Unusual pairing
The rush of being surprised by 
unexpected beauty. For example a 
beautiful antique in an otherwise 
contemporary living room setting is 

Give a warm new look to your 

home. If  the lingering nip in the 

air isn't reason enough, what is?

17 ways to do up your 

Room

Living 
something unexpected.

Art talks
Nothing can replace the timeless appeal of 
original art. Exquisite pieces of art can hold 
an entire space together.
Touch of unapologetic glamour
Glamour needs no justification. Every living 
room should have a hint of glamour — need 
not be loud, just a touch of Venetian glass can 
change the look of a room!

Colour
Colour is oxygen — it makes you breathe. 
Each colour makes you feel different — it 
lights up your life!
Transform the mundane The layering of 
materials can transform the simple 
to the sublime. An intricately 
worked on carpet in an empty 
space can transform the otherwise 
mundane area to something 
interesting. A simple sofa with 
exotic cushions can change the 
look of your living room.
Sense of origin Never lose it. 
When you fill your room with 
furniture it should not shout but 
should have gentle flavours.
Conversation pieces Key pieces 
should anchor a space, not let it float 
away. You may have a small room 
and fill it with a hundred small 
pieces. Visually it's unappealing and 
your pieces do not get noticed either. 

Have one large painting or one large sculpture in 
the room instead.
Let your experiences and travels talk There is no 
substitute to personal style. Your living room 
should reflect it in the things that you pick on 
your travels!
Find your own inspiration Fashion, art, life — 
everything is a stimulus. One is inspired by 
books, clothes, fashion shows etc. This 
inspiration should be brought in to your rooms.

Dare to differ
There is nothing more boring than the black 
dress syndrome. Do not follow the herd. Do up 
your house differently. Paint a wall in a deep 
mahogany!

Minimalism
Today to be minimal means leaching every bit of 
personality. Minimalism is in! Do not do 
anything over the top. Your room should be 
simple and sophisticated. Minimalist interiors 
don't necessarily mean everything is stripped 
down. It means everything serves a specific 
function.
Lift your spirits Details. Ones that make you fall 
in love over and over. Fill your room with little 
things that give you joy. It can be a simple photo 
frame, a beautiful vase, anything that lifts your 
spirit!

Surprise yourself
The compulsion to constantly surprise yourself. 
The furniture you place in the living room should 
have a story, so every time you walk in, it should 
surprise you.
A thing of beauty is a joy forever Buying objects 
of beauty — is beginning a love affair, every 
time. The joy of finding something new and 
bringing it home — like picking up a lamp in an 
antique market.

Change is good
The drama of everyday life. Keep changing the 
look of your home. Paint a sculpture an electric 
red this will add drama!
Lighting The play of light and shadow — in 
pattern and history. Place your pieces in such a 
way that the light and shadow will form designs 
in your room.

Winter
traditional pieces add a 'glam' factor to a space 
when used as a focal point.
Use furniture with raw unfinished looks
Use pieces which reflect the outside on the 
inside. By using accessories and furniture with 
raw and unfinished looks, we bring a bit of the 
nature and greenery outside, into our houses; 
especially a good idea for those who live in 
apartments and don't have access to private 
gardens.
Area rugs and reversible curtains
Curtains, like area rugs, offer you a very simple 
way to add dramatic changes to any room. 
Because you'll probably want to change the 
design every so often, you may want to get 
reversible curtains so that you just need to flip 
the curtain to get an entirely new look. But 
make sure to remember to get these in nice 

colours, to add to the 
cosiness.
Opt for low height 
furniture
O p e n  s p a c e s  a r e  
interactive and cosier. 
Restrict using large and 
heavy space dividers; 
instead opt for low height 
f u r n i t u r e ,  l i k e  
bookshelves or consoles 
to dictate your space 
divisions. This not only 
makes the overall space 

seem larger, but also the interaction between 
the spaces makes it nice and warm.
Use more candles
Accessories add the final but all-important 
touches to your interiors for winter. Candles, 
for example, are particularly dramatic pieces in 
winter because they suggest light and warmth - 
two things that Mother Nature doesn't provide 
that time of year.

blue light in the shower. I can see the 

world taking a shower from inside, 
though the world cannot see me from 
outside. He found it ridiculous and could 
just not get it. Manish (Malhotra who is 
Punit's chacha) came and said, 'I thought 
it will be cool, but the bathroom is too 
sexy.' It was too much for him to handle. 
My grandfather came in and said, 'How 
will your wife take a bath here when you 
get married?'"
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