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Good news on dues, says CM
Shivakumar after GST meet

India reacts to US move on IT firms, says J D
Vance’s remark ‘deeply offensive’

CBI takes over Kerala Rs 65-crore
co-op deposit scam probe

The reshuffle

affects health,

transport,

education, food
safety and civic
administration,

with changes

including Niharika

Rai getting
additional charge of

DTC chairman and

managing director

and Rupesh Kumar

Thakur being
moved to DUSIB.

Victory smiles on those who adapt: IAF chief on
evolving technology, modern warfare

L-G transfers 22 IAS officers in major
bureaucratic rejig, DTC gets new MD

Bhagwant Mann Aide Goes To Court, Says Raid
Illegal, Agency Had No Approval

Rift Within Trinamool Rebel Camp? MP
Who Led Exodus Skips Group's Meet

UP: Noida Airport to be renamed after PM Narendra Modi, announces CM Yogi Adityanath

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann's OSD Rajbir Singh Ghuman
has moved the Punjab and Haryana
High Court challenging the CBI
investigation and search
conducted at his residence in
Sangrur.

India said the US move to suspend
eight Indian IT firms from a pro-
gramme to apply for green cards
for foreign workers did not
‘advance the shared ambitions’ of
both countries.

IAF Chief stressed the need to
anticipate shifts in warfare and
adapt to emerging technologies,
saying global conflicts and
Operation Sindoor had reinforced
the importance of air power in
safeguarding national interests.

City Kotda Police Under Scanner: What Are PCB and

SMC Doing Amid Allegations of Illegal Liquor Trade?

Mahanagar Metro Desk
Gujarat : Amid Gujarat’s
claims of enforcing prohibi-
tion, a shocking allegation
has emerged from Ahmed-
abad that has raised serious
questions about police ac-
countability and the en-
forcement of liquor laws. A
video allegedly involving
Bharat Prajapati, the admin-
istrative officer at Ahmed-
abad’s sensitive City Kotda
Police Station, has report-
edly gone viral, triggering
concerns within the police
department.According to
the allegations, Bharat Pra-
japati was present at a coun-
try-made and foreign liquor
outlet in the Memco area
and was allegedly involved
in operating the liquor busi-

ness. The purported footage,
reportedly captured during a
journalistic sting operation,
has raised serious questions
about the alleged involve-
ment of police personnel in
activities they are expected
to prevent. The authenticity
of the video and the allega-
tions require independent
verification and an official
investigation.Allegations of
Police Protection for Illegal
Liquor OperationsThe inci-
dent has brought renewed
attention to the implementa-
tion of prohibition laws in
Gujarat. Allegations that a
police station administrator
may have been operating or
facilitating an illegal liquor
outlet within the jurisdiction
of City Kotda Police Station

have raised concerns about
possible misconduct and
failures in enforcement.If
substantiated, such allega-
tions would represent a seri-
ous breach of public trust
and could indicate potential
weaknesses in the monitor-

ing of illegal liquor trade.
The reported sting operation
has intensified demands for
transparency regarding the
functioning of the police ad-
ministration and the alleged
role of personnel in unlaw-
ful activities.



Fire, pollution risk: Residents oppose DLF plan to install 24 DG
sets near Moulsari Avenue metro station

25,000 property registrations at Gurgaon tehsil office
have one fictitious PAN: ‘ABCDEF1234’

MCG to seek audio proof, satisfaction
letters on civic complaints

100 roads set for an upgrade in a month in Gurgaon; delay fines on staff

Effigy contractor’s son
second to succumb in
Sahibabad community

centre blast

Man thrashed with
iron rod, hockey
stick by labour
contractor, mason
dies

Greater Noida
farmers protest
inflated power
bills, lack of
subsidies
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Chhota Udepur, Gujarat: Concerns
are mounting over the potential envi-
ronmental consequences of alleged
uncontrolled and illegal sand mining
in the Chhota Udepur region of Gu-
jarat. Critics have accused the state
government of failing to effectively
control the exploitation of natural re-
sources, warning that continued min-
ing could threaten groundwater
reserves, damage river ecosystems
and increase the risk of a future water
crisis.Unregulated Sand Mining
Raises Environmental ConcernsCon-
cerns raised by local residents point
to extensive sand extraction from
riverbeds, allegedly involving heavy
machinery such as excavators and the
movement of overloaded dumpers.
Environmental damage, changes to
riverbeds and possible impacts on
groundwater recharge have become

major issues of concern.Environmen-
talists and concerned citizens have
highlighted the need for stricter mon-
itoring of mining activities. They
warn that excessive extraction, if left
unchecked, could have long-term
consequences for local communities,
agriculture and access to drinking
water. However, the extent of illegal
mining and its direct impact on
groundwater levels require verifica-
tion through official records, environ-
mental assessments and independent
investigations.Questions Over the
'Har Ghar Jal' InitiativeThe contro-
versy has also raised questions about
the effectiveness of drinking water
initiatives, including the government's
Jal Jeevan Mission, which aims to
provide tap water to rural house-
holds.Critics argue that infrastructure
alone cannot ensure long-term water
security if natural water resources are

depleted or damaged. They have
called for a coordinated approach that
combines a reliable drinking water
supply with the protection of rivers,
groundwater reserves and other natu-
ral resources.Residents in the region
are concerned about water availability
in the coming years, particularly if
mining activities continue without ad-
equate environmental
safeguards.Calls for Government Ac-
countability and Strict ActionThe
issue has intensified demands for
greater transparency and accountabil-
ity from the authorities responsible
for regulating mining operations. Cit-
izens and environmental advocates
are seeking effective inspections,
strict enforcement of mining regula-
tions and action against any individ-
uals or operators found to be involved
in illegal extraction.Authorities need
to examine allegations of unlawful 

mining, assess its environmental im-
pact and make their findings public.
Independent investigations would
help establish whether regulatory fail-
ures or violations have contributed to
the concerns raised by local commu-
nities.The future of Chhota Udepur's
water resources depends on sustain-
able mining practices, effective envi-
ronmental protection and responsible
management of natural resources.
Without timely intervention, the re-
gion could face serious ecological and
water-security challenges.

Chhota Udepur Faces Potential Water Crisis as Unconrolled
Sand Mining Raises Environmental Concerns

Mahanagar Metro Desk

Rupesh Solanki,
BhachauMarriage is not
merely a relationship that
unites two individuals; it is
a sacred bond that makes
two hearts lifelong com-
panions in each other’s
joys and sorrows. Marriage
often begins with love,
dreams, and new hopes,
but its true test comes
through the ups and downs
of life.In married life, love
is as important as mutual
trust, understanding, and
communication. Some-
times, listening to each
other patiently, sometimes
forgiving each other’s mis-
takes, and sometimes
standing by one another
without expecting anything
in return—these seemingly
small gestures are what
make a relationship
stronger.It is not necessary
for two people to always
have the same thoughts or
opinions. Differences are

natural, but the wisdom to
prevent differences of
opinion from turning into
differences of heart is the
true foundation of a suc-
cessful married life. Harsh
words spoken in anger can
create distance in a rela-
tionship, while a single
word spoken with love can
bring two hearts closer
again.In today’s world,
while life has become more
comfortable, the time peo-
ple give to each other is
gradually decreasing.
Amid mobile phones and
the rush of everyday life,
husbands and wives some-
times live under the same
roof yet become emotion-
ally distant. To keep a rela-
tionship alive, a little time,
honest communication,
and heartfelt affection are
often more valuable than
material comforts and lux-
uries.A successful marriage
does not mean a relation-
ship in which disagree

ments never occur; rather,
it is one in which love does
not diminish even after an
argument. Where “we” is
given greater importance
than “I,” the relationship
grows deeper and stronger
with time.It is easy to laugh
together during moments
of happiness, but standing
firmly beside each other 

and holding each other’s
hand during difficult times
is the true mark of a life
partner. The true beauty of
marriage does not lie
merely in the seven vows
taken around the sacred
fire, but in standing by
each other through every
turn, every challenge, and
every phase of life.

When Two Hearts Become ‘We,’ Not ‘Me’…
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A two-day traffic block is being undertaken on the Gorakhpur–Gonda route in Uttar Pradesh to carry out automatic
signalling work. As a result, several trains will remain cancelled, while the routes of several others will be diverted.

The changes are expected to affect train operations on the route during the block period.

Flood Threat Looms Near Police Headquarters in
Lucknow as Cracks Appear in Embankment

Two-Day Rail Block on This Route in Uttar Pradesh
Routes of Several Trains, Including Amrit

Bharat and Intercity, Diverted

Police Conduct Raids to Trace the Accused

Key Middleman Arrested in Constable Recruitment Exam
Scam; 9 Lakh Deal Uncovered, Several Others Sought

Shravan had allegedly arranged a deal
worth ?9 lakh to help a candidate

named Dhananjay pass the recruitment
examination through his acquaintance

and middleman, Neeraj. Dhananjay was
caught at the Residential Model Middle

School in Bhainsasur, Bihar Sharif.

The incident later triggered
allegations that gurdwara
staff had set fire to shanties

where migrants lived near the
historic shrine. Hardeep Singh

denied the allegation.

The threat of flooding from the Gomti River is now looming over areas near the Police Headquarters in the Uttar Pradesh capital, Lucknow. The water level
continues to rise, while cracks have appeared in the embankment in the area, raising concerns about the possibility of flooding in nearby localities.

5 held for pelting stones at Gurdwara Manji Sahib; SGPC warns against spreading rumours

She Eloped and Married
Him 18 Months Ago;
Husband Slits Wife’s

Throat and Flees

Irregularities in
Medical Test Kit and
Equipment
Procurement in Uttar
Pradesh; 100-Fold
Order Leads to GM’s
Dismissal

From Delhi school
teacher to CBI net: 
34-year-old sanitary
inspector held taking
Rs 5 lakh

Drain Breaches Again, Flooding Returns
to Ekana-Palassio Area

Low-Lying Area, Several Buildings at Risk

Gorakhpur Passenger and Several Other Trains Cancelled

Varanasi Intercity Express Will Not Reach Gonda

CMYK

MAHANAGAR METROSTATE NEWS
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world-class.With the euphoria of the Asian Games behind us, 
it’s time to reflect on India’s campaign. On the On the flip side, the tepid performance in shooting and 
face of it, finishing fourth on the medals athletics is a cause for concern. Shooting is a legacy 
table—behind the three continental sporting sport for India, but the shooters were mostly off-target 
superpowers, China, Japan and South in Nagoya. With the qualifying system for the 
Korea—is a creditable achievement. Being the Olympics set to begin in about a month at the World 
best of the rest on the medals count was Championships, the sport’s federation, athletes, 
e s p e c i a l l y  p r a i s e w o r t h y  a f t e r  a n  support staff and the ministry ought to come together to 
underwhelming opening to the quadrennial ensure two things: that levels do not drop and players 
campaign. Thanks to a glut of gold from the earn quotas as soon as possible, and that systemic gaps 
archers, wrestlers, boxers, hockey players and are plugged without disrupting the whole programme.
cricketers, India’s tally got a late push in the For a country intent on hosting several multi-discipline 
second week.It is an ideal place to start afresh, Games over the next decade, having shiny 
with two years to go until the Los Angeles infrastructure is just one part of the puzzle. The grander 
Olympics. The stakeholders, including the legacy of hosting such Games is in building a 
sports ministry, must now identify sports sustainable talent pool of athletes capable of winning 
where there is a bright talent pool. Even if they medals on the biggest stages. For that to happen, 
are not in medal-rich disciplines like planning and execution have to happen like a well-oiled 
swimming or cycling, spotting and backing machine. It’s why there is no scope for resting on 
reliable medal winners in a few sports could laurels or reflecting on the gold and silver already 

cricket, hockey and archery, especially after the addition provide the platform to start building the next dreams. For bagged. The preparation for Los Angeles must begin right 
of compound archery, a branch where India is genuinely LA, there should be additional focus on boxing, wrestling, away.

Two Washington visits that sought 
to redirect diplomacy

CEC is not the Election Commission

Asian Games outcome must spur focused prep for Los Angeles 2028

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s September 23-25 
State visit to the US was reminiscent of Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s official visit to 
Washington during September 15-17, 2000. It had 
been preceded by Bill Clinton’s trip to India earlier 
that year—the first such US presidential visit in 22 
years.Foreign affairs are instant history nowadays, 
and Clinton’s and Vajpayee’s back-to-back trips 
happened 26 years ago. More than a quarter 
century having elapsed, the intricate details of 
these visits would today be remembered for 
drawing any comparison mostly by those who have 
a professional interest in diplomacy.Indian public 
discussions and analyses about Xi’s talks in the 
White House have so far largely celebrated that this 
State visit did not produce any breakthroughs or 
many tangible results. This is in line with popular 
identification in recent years with India’s illusorily 
macho foreign policy. Such an attitude puts down 
anything about China or Pakistan, and casts 
negatively everything about these two perceived 
“enemy” countries. This does India and Indians a 
disservice, because correctly understanding and 
analysing activities and initiatives in the immediate 
neighbourhood is critical to India’s own welfare 
and success.Vajpayee’s visit 26 years ago was 
exactly like Xi’s latest travel to Washington in 
several ways. India was then under an array of 
sanctions from the 1998 nuclear tests. Barring 
specialists, most Indians could not have been 
expected to understand that the sanctions were 
mandatory and automatic under the Glenn 
Amendment of the US Congress, read with two 
other related laws. Only a few of these penalties 
were waived—through hurried Congressional 
amendments—as a prelude to Clinton’s trip. 
Vajpayee rejected arguments even within his party 
that he should not go to Washington while India 
was still under sanctions and went ahead with the 
trip.Just as Xi did last month. Although one week 
prior to the Chinese President’s arrival in the White 
House, US President Donald Trump had signed 
into law an imperious legislation that authorises 
100 percent tariffs on China—and on India—for 
buying Russian energy.Like Vajpayee then, Xi is 
now convinced that there is more to gain by 
meeting the US President and bilateral relations in 
the future could not be held hostage to disputes and 
disagreements anchored in pride alone. Unlike 
India, China has a closed political system. So, one 
can only speculate if there was opposition within 
the Communist Party of China (CPC) to Xi’s visit 
under the shadow of new penalties, just as in 
Vajpayee’s BJP. 
A straw in the wind was the presence of top CPC 
leaders on the Chinese side at the State dinner in 
honour of Xi. It was only when the White House 
released the guest list for the dinner that those 
outside the official framework on both sides 
realised that Xi had brought along party 
apparatchiks as part of his delegation to 
Washington. The White House’s guest details listed 
these apparatchiks as belonging to the CPC and not 
the Chinese government.
Conceivably conceding to the party’s supremacy 
over the government, Xi wore a Mao suit at the 
black-tie dinner, as did the CPC officials. If Xi was 
under flak from the party—like Vajpayee 
was—bringing the ‘comrades’ to see for 
themselves what was at stake in the bilateral 
engagement and donning a Mao suit—which is 
high on symbolism—was diplomacy with Chinese 
characteristics. The importance of these symbols 
appears to have totally escaped attention in India, 
where the bandhgala national dress has been 
devalued by its routine overuse, unlike China’s 
Mao suits. 
Instead of rubbishing the Trump-Xi talks as 
inconsequential, Indians must introspect on Xi’s 
gestures—like in the bygone Mao Zedong 
era—and ask themselves if every action of their 
own leadership has a time and place while dealing 
with the only superpower today.

Even in wealth and affluence, the Jewish community exudes positivity in the centuries of  their ancestors’ plight with 
humility and respect. They sing and dance to commemmorate rejoining, which is an integral part of  Indian culture, too

Joshi objected in May to adding SIR requirements Commissioner Sandhu reportedly asked on file who was FOR months, the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
through an administrative direction, saying that alteration authorised to file these appeals “on behalf of ECI”, and by electoral rolls has put the voter on trial. On Monday, the 
of a statutory form required amendment of the Rules. whom. That deserves a full answer.Election Commission of India’s (ECI) own decision-
Commissioner Sandhu reportedly concurred. Yet the making came under scrutiny before the Supreme Court. So does Goa, where Electoral Registration Officers 

altered online process appeared on ECINet. reportedly found 97 electors eligible for restoration, but The Court was hearing petitions arising from reports that 
The issue acquired a new dimension on Monday. When the the centrally controlled software did not permit restoration Election Commissioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and 

issue of the modified Form 6 was raised, the Chief Justice before the publication of the final roll. Software cannot Vivek Joshi had recorded objections on at least 14 
made it clear that the Supreme Court had not approved it overrule statutory officers. ECINet is a tool of electoral occasions to decisions or actions taken in the name of the 
and indicated that the Court would examine “who has administration; it cannot become a parallel electoral Commission. Senior advocate Vikas Singh sought the 
modified what”. That question is now central. authority.The Commission’s September 26 press note immediate suspension of Chief Election Commissioner 

announced several corrections: agendas would be (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar. The Court rightly declined such Form 6 has acquired another curious role after SIR. The 

circulated before meetings, minutes issued, IT changes an extraordinary step ex parte and on the basis of Commission has directed officials in states and union 

institutionally scrutinised, directions of Election newspaper reports.But what the Bench said next was territories where SIR is complete to compare old and 

Commissioners meticulously more important. Chief Justice Surya Kant 
complied with and ECINet reviewed observed that the Commission’s decisions 
for conformity with electoral law. are expected to be unanimous; where 
All are welcome. But every unanimity is not possible, the majority must 
correction raises a question about the prevail. Justice Joymalya Bagchi stated that 
past. Why were such safeguards not if records show particular decisions were 
automatic, and which earlier taken contrary to this requirement, the Court 
decisions had actually received the could injunct them and declare them ultra 
approval of the three-member vires.
Commission?The Commission says A notice has now been issued — for proving 

its decisions were unanimous and the wrongdoing, those concerned must be 

differing observations were part of heard. But the controversy has changed 

the deliberations. That defence fundamentally. The question is no longer 

should now be demonstrated from merely whether SIR was a sound 

the record. The Supreme Court has administrative exercise. A prior question has 

wisely not prejudged the issue. The arisen: were some disputed actions legally 

files can speak.decisions of the ECI at all?
What India needs is a transparent Section 18 of the 2023 law is clear. The 

institutional account: what proposal procedure for transacting and allocating the 

was placed before the Commission, Commission’s business may be regulated by 

who approved it, who dissented, unanimous decisions. Its substantive 

what was finally decided and under business should, as far as possible, be 

whose authority it was implemented.unanimous; when Commissioners differ, the 
The stakes go beyond one CEC or one majority decides. revised rolls, identify eligible voters who disappeared 

revision of electoral rolls. The ECI derives enormous The principle is older than the Chief Election and facilitate their re-enrolment. This corrective exercise 
authority from Article 324, but constitutional Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners is most welcome. But why should a voter registered for 
independence does not mean freedom from the law. An (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) 10, 20 or 30 years, whose name vanished during SIR, be 
institution demanding obedience to electoral law must Act. The CEC is the chairman of the Commission, not its required to use a form meant for “new” voters and falsely 
itself display exemplary fidelity to it.For years I have commander. The Supreme Court said as much in the TN declare that he or she is applying for inclusion for the first 
defended the ECI precisely because it is an institution, not Seshan case. In a three-member constitutional body, two time — a criminal offence carrying one-year 
an individual. Its credibility was built over decades by constitute the majority.Differences within a collegiate imprisonment? A deleted voter is not a new voter. He 
Commissioners, officials, polling personnel and voters institution are normal, even healthy. What matters is what needs restoration, not first-time registration. If existing 
who trusted that the umpires followed their own rules.The happens afterwards. If one Commissioner proposes A and forms do not fit, the Rules should be amended and a new 
Supreme Court has pronounced no one guilty — yet. But the other two record B, A cannot be labelled as the form, say 6X, created.West Bengal raises an even larger 
one proposition requires no adjudication: where decision of “Election Commission of India”. institutional question. After 27.16 lakh voters were 

Consider Form 6. It is a statutory form under the Parliament has created a three-member Commission and deleted through the adjudication process, 22.21 lakh 
Registration of Electors Rules, 1960. Internal records provided that disagreement is settled by majority, no reportedly appealed for restoration. Another 16.10 lakh 
cited by The Indian Express showed that Commissioner individual can substitute himself for the institution.appeals challenged voters who had been included. 

The Chief  Justice has made it clear that the Supreme Court did not give its approval to the modified Form 6

During prayer, worshippers shake a symbolic bundle of danced to celebrate last night’s festival, Simchat Torah, or replies, ‘They have an important guest with them today.’”Last night was the conclusion of the Jewish festivals of 
lulav (palm frond, myrtle and willow) and an etrog (citrus Rejoicing in the Torah. That is such an important part of Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah. These festivals I have read that during the rest of the year, it is customary 
fruit) in six directions to show that God is everywhere. Indian culture, too, that one feels an instant affinity, follow the week-long Jewish festival of Sukkot. Shemini to dip challah in salt. This tradition stems from biblical 

because both happen for the same reason—in Atzeret means the ‘Eighth Day of Assembly’ and is a I’ve read that unlike other Jewish holidays, Sukkot does times, when the dining table represented a holy altar and 
thanksgiving to God for blessings received. Despite their distinct holiday that immediately follows Sukkot. It not have strictly prescribed foods. Because meals must be salt represented the bond with God. However, from Rosh 

includes the Yizkor memorial prayer, literally ‘May God carried outdoors into the hut, menus are kept Hashanah to Sukkot, honey replaces salt 
remember’ in Hebrew, for departed relatives, and hearty but simple. Across different cultures, as a joyful, hope-driven change.In the 
introduces Tefillat Geshem, a prayer for rain, since winter stuffing vegetables or dough signifies Torah, honey is a recurring symbol of 
is the rainy season in Israel.Simchat Torah means abundance, symbolising a wrapping of divine favour and agricultural  
‘Rejoicing in the Torah’ and celebrates the conclusion of ‘hidden blessings’. Ashkenazi or Western abundance. Israel is famously described 
the annual Torah-reading cycle and its immediate restart, Jewish families serve stuffed cabbage rolls as a ‘land of milk and honey’. Thus, 
reading from Genesis. Synagogues hold lively and knishes, usually potatoes in dough, and I dipping bread, ‘the staff of life’ in that 
processions, including dancing with the Torah scrolls. recall trying my first knish years ago from a culture, in honey expresses gratitude for 

street vendor’s cart in Manhattan, for all of the sustenance provided by God. I The preceding festival, Sukkot, is a seven- to eight-day 
one dollar. thought of that at Mount Nebo in Jordan, harvest festival that also commemorates the ‘40 years’ 

when I saw ‘the Promised Land’ that that Israelites wandered in the Sinai Desert after fleeing Sephardic or Eastern Jew households serve 
Moses is believed to have been shown Egypt. Forty is a symbolic number meaning ‘many’ just as meat-stuffed onions and stuffed grape leaves 
from that very spot. And I thought of the ‘16,000 gopis’ is a symbolic number meaning ‘every (dolma). I like dolma and cabbage rolls, and I 
ancient Jewish prophets again, when soul’. Sukkot means ‘hut’, recalling the temporary once served vegetarian versions as side dishes 
taken to visit ‘Abel’s tomb’ in Syria, shelters that the wandering Jews lived in as homeless at small dinner parties for friends. They were 
created by an Ottoman governor in the refugees. It combines gratitude for the fall harvest with stuffed with a savoury rice-and-mushroom 
late 16th century.remembrance of divine protection in the wilderness. mix, with ‘curry sauce’ (white sauce 

flavoured with Bolst’s curry powder) poured Moreover, in Jewish mysticism and So, Jews build a temporary outdoor hut roofed with plant 
on top. My friends liked the gentle novelty of classical poetry like the ‘Song of material where they practically live that week. I’ve seen 
it, as much as they liked carrot-date salad, Songs’, the teachings of the Torah are the palm-frond hut built every year for Sukkot in Bombay, 
another popular Sukkot dish.Dipping challah frequently compared to the sweetness of in my school, by our Jewish principal. The inside is tormented history of centuries, the Jews exude positivity 
bread in honey is customary during Sukkot. This deeply honey. The ‘Song of Songs’, or Solomon’s Song in the decorated with attractive harvest produce like oranges, and never miss a chance to rejoice, which, too, feels very 
rooted Jewish custom serves as a physical prayer for a Old Testament, is akin to our Gita Govinda, where pomegranates and gourds. Warm lighting is the norm, and Indian.
‘good and sweet new year’ (Shanah Tova U'metuka). romantic love is an allegory for the jivatma’s love for the Indian Jews were known to light diyas, set carefully away Indeed, a Jewish devotional verse about the human need 
While this ritual is mostly associated with Rosh Paramatma. In the ‘Song of Songs’ 5:1, the speaker says, from the inflammable walls of the palm hut, and also to celebrate holy events goes: “Whenever the Israelite 
Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, Jewish tradition extends “I have eaten my honeycomb and my honey; I have drunk string up chains of electric lights as is done for Diwali and rejoices in their festivals, praise the Lord, adorn the table 
the practice through the entire autumn holiday season, my wine and my milk,” celebrating the fullness and Gurpurab.Thus, even amid wealth, the Jews remember with food and don fine clothes, the angels above inquire: 
including Sukkot.I particularly like that the Jews sang and satisfaction of that love.the plight of their ancestors with humility and respect. ‘Why do the Israelites indulge themselves so much?’ God 

Faithline | Remembering, rejoicing

For a country intent on hosting several multi-discipline Games over the next decade, having shiny infrastructure is just one part of the puzzle
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Wayanad
Located between the Kannur and Kozhikode 
districts in Kerala, Wayanad is a sparkling 
green emerald sprawled across the slopes of 
the Western Ghats. The monsoons persevere 
here—the rainy season starts in June and lasts 
all the way till mid November—during which 
the already lush landscape takes on an even 
more vibrant shade of green, and everything is 
washed squeaky clean. The most enjoyable 
way to experience it is by checking into a 
jungle resort—even better if it has a treehouse. 
During the occasional dry spells in between, 
venture out and enjoy everything else the 
region has to offer. Wayanad ploughs tourists 
w i t h  s o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  p r e h i s t o r i c  
archaeological sites, tea plantations and thick 

forests, and is home to some of the oldest (and 
most insulated) tribes in India.

Kumarakom
Part of the Kuttanad region, picturesque 
Kumarakom is an archipelago scattered on the 
eastern edge of the Vembanad Lake. This area's 
natural splendour and way of life were vividly 
described in Arundhati Roy's Man Booker 
Prize-winning, 'The God of Small Things'. 
Kumarakom has a string of luxury resorts 
including the Coconut Lagoon, Kumarakom 
Lake Resort and Vivanta by Taj - Kumarakom, 
located right on the backwaters and guests can 
rove about the canals on boating and fishing 
trips. The 14-acre Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary 
is an ornithologist's paradise and home to 
egrets, darters, herons, herons, waterfowls and 
kingfishers. The sanctuary also welcomes 
seasonal guests including the elusive Siberian 
stork, between the months of November and 
May.

Kochi

Ancient meets contemporary in Kochi, a lively 
city at just an hour's drive from Alleppey. Posh 
cafes sit right by the side of Chinese fishing nets 
that were installed here in 1350 AD; India's 
largest man-made island is a major attraction 
and so is the Paradesi Synagogue that was built 
in the year 1560. St Francis CSI Church once 
h o u s e d  t h e  

remains of Vasco da Gama and is also the oldest 
European church in India. Kochi also hosts the 
world famous Kochi-Muziris Biennale, an 
event that sees much of the city turning into an 
art exhibition ground. With its potpourri of 
history, culture, arts and the great Kerala 
cuisine, Kochi makes for a perfect short trip 
from Alleppey.
Coonoor
An erstwhile summer refuge to the British, 
Coonoor retains its colonial tinge to this day, 
with its club culture, well established boarding 
schools, sophisticated architecture and a 
distinct plantation lifestyle. Travellers love this 
tea town for its relatively quieter environs as 
compared to Ooty, and if you're drawn to the 
outdoors, here are our top picks for how you 
can fill your days.
Bandipur National Park
Bandipur National Park one of the most 
stunning National Parks in 
I n d i a .  S i t u a t e d  
b e t w e e n  t h e  
p i c t u r e s q u e  
W e s t e r n  
Ghats next 
t o  t h e  

Mysore-Ooty highway in Karnataka, the Park 
was once the private hunting reserve for the 
Maharaja of Mysore. It's now home to 
elephants, gaurs, tigers, sloth bears, muggers, 
Indian rock pythons and Dholes. The park was 
established in 1974 as a tiger reserve under 
Project Tiger and has a good number of Tigers. 
Birds like the jungle fowl and green pigeon are 
also found here.
Ooty
The most famous hill station south of the 
Vindhyas, Ootacamund's resplendent tea 
plantations and red-roofed bungalows still 
carry echoes of its colonial past. Originally a 
densely forested area in the Nilgiri mountains, 
it was converted into a summer retreat for the 
British in the 19th century. The undeniable 
natural beauty of Ooty (as it's universally 
referred to) and its misty green trails continues 
to draw visitors every year. Ooty is pleasant all 
year round, but the summer months are the 
high season. If you want to avoid the crowds 
and don't mind a drizzle then head here 
between August and November, when the 
rains turn the hills a luxuriant green.
Kozhikode
Less-known than the backwaters of central 
Kerala, the backwaters around Kozhikode are 
also not as touristy and consequently much 
less crowded. Houseboats can be hired at the 
pier near the Purrakkattiri Bridge on the 
Ullery-Perambra road, 10 kilometres outside 
Kozhikode. The prettiest routes wind along the 
Canoly Canal, Kallai River and Elathur. An 
excursion to the scenic Kadalundi Bird 
Sanctuary, set amidst hillocks and by an 
estuary, is highly recommended. The 
sanctuary comprises of a group of small isles 
where the Kadalundi River meets the Arabian 
Sea, and is home to over 100 species of native 

birds and 60 kinds of migratory 
birds.

Hogenakkal Falls
Experie

nces like coracle rides (round wickerwork 
boats called parisals by the locals) and 
medicinal baths make Hogenakkal Falls 
literally a much more immersive 
experience than other large waterfalls in 
the country. Leading up to the Falls the 
Cauveri River flows through a forest 
known for naturally growing herbs which 

many believe gives the water curative 
properties. The Falls are located a 

short drive (150 kilometres) from 
Bangalore along NH7 on the 

border of Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka.

Travel

With an unspoilt terrain and the mighty 
Himalayas forming a stunning backdrop, 
Dooars is a paradise for nature lovers. Many 
may not be aware of the fact that there are 
many places to visit in Dooars. Duar means 
door in Bengali and this region has been aptly 
named Dooars or Duars as it is the door to 
Bhutan and North East India. Veined by 
mighty rivers like Teesta, Torsa, Murti, 
Jaldhaka, Dyna and Sankosh, the region is 
blessed with dense forests and exotic 
wildlife. Nature lovers would have an 
unforgettable time in this region exploring its 
rich flora and fauna as well as beautiful 
landscape.
From the rippling rivulets of Jhalong and the 
picturesque valleys of Buxa with forests 
marked by walking trails to the riverbeds at 
Jaldapara and the lush greenery of Gorumara 
National Park, these places are a treat for the 
eyes. These parks, however, remain close 
during the monsoon season. Travellers 
coming to this stunning place around 
November-December can be a part of Raas 
Mela which is one of the ancient fairs held 
here. As per the Bengali calendar, the day of 
full moon (Purnima) in the month of Kartik 
marks the beginning of the fair. So plan your 
trip to this lesser-known gem to create 
memories that can be cherished for a lifetime.
Chapramari Wildlife Sanctuary
Not too far from Gorumara National Park lies 
Chapramari Wildlife Sanctuary, another 
hidden treasure of Dooars. A drive through 
some of the verdant tea gardens in the 
undulating plains of Dooars will take you to 
Chapramari. The area derives its name from 
two words—chapra (referring to a variety of 
fish found in north Bengal) and mari 
(meaning plenty). Covering an area of 9.6 sq 
km, the sanctuary boasts of a diverse range of 
flora and fauna that delights nature lovers.
Chapramari was declared a national reserve 
forest in 1895 and later, renamed as a wildlife 
reserve in 1939. After a few decades, in 1998, 
it was designated a wildlife sanctuary. The 
region is famous for its elephants that can be 
spotted easily. In addition, gaur is commonly 
found here. The sanctuary is also inhabited by 
Royal Bengal tiger, boars, deer, leopard, 
reptiles and various other animals. If you love 
birdwatching, do remember to carry a pair of 
binoculars to catch a glimpse of colourful 
birds like parrot, kingfisher and green pigeon, 
among many others. For accommodation, 
there are just a few options available in the 
area. Hence, whenever you visit Dooars, 
spend some time in this peaceful retreat in the 
foothills of the mighty Himalayas.
Buxa Tiger Reserve
A beautiful location in the lap of nature 
interspersed with the River Jayanti, 
mountains and dense forests—that's Buxa for 
you. The area is however more popular for 
Buxa Tiger Reserve, which is one of its kind 
in eastern Himalayas. Situated in Alipurduar, 
the reserve actually consists of the former 
Buxa Forest Division and a part of the Cooch 

Behar Forest Division. It was set up in the year 
1983 and was given the status of a national 
park in 1992.
The reserve's rich biodiversity has been 
attracting tourists for years now and has 
become a popular escape for tired souls who 
love to relax in the lap of nature. The area, 
approximately 760 sq km, encompasses a mix 
of different types of forests—riverine, 
savannah, evergreen, sal and others. The 
topography and climate not only supports a 
rich variety of plant species but also animals. 
Visitors can spot mammals, reptiles, 
amphibians and fishes, such as tigers, civets, 
red jungle fowls, leopards, elephants, gaurs, 
porcupines, rhesus macaque, mahseer, tortoise 
and butterflies.
Buxa is also an absolute delight for 
birdwatchers. Birds like red stars, wagtails, 
fork-tails, ibisbill, great pied hornbills, and the 
trans-Himalayan migratory goosander can be 
spotted here. A number of migratory birds too 
make Buxa their temporary home, such as 
gargani teal, common teal, white-eyed 
pochard and the large whistling teal at the 
Narathali Lake. The black-necked crane, 
which is a rarity in India, can be spotted in 
Buxa during winters. Besides, visitors can also 
explore other attractions of the region, such as 

Buxa Fort, Jayanti and Rajabhatkhawa. For 
accommodation, homestays and resorts are 
available in the region. Buxa Tiger Reserve, a 
peaceful retreat, is definitely a not-to-miss 
attraction during a visit to Dooars.
Rasikbil Bird Sanctuary
The area derives its name from a lake named 
Rasikbil in Cooch Behar district of West Bengal. 
The lake is surrounded by low water land or 
marshland, which provides appropriate 
dwelling atmosphere for birds. Rasikbil is one 
of the five such low water lands in the area, 
o thers  be ing  Nee ldaba ,  Bochamar i ,  
Shankhadanga and Raichangmari. No wonder, 
the area attracts a lot of migratory birds year-
round, besides being home to several other 
resident birds. So, if birdwatching is one of your 
favourite hobbies, then you would love your 
visit to the magnificent Rasikbil Bird Sanctuary.
Do remember to carry a pair of binoculars so 
that you can easily spot some exquisite species 
of birds such as cormorants, ibis, parrots, owls 
and storks. You can also catch glimpses of water 
birds like lesser whistling teal, shoveler, wigeon 
duck, small blue kingfisher and gadwall. Apart 
from birdwatching, you can choose to indulge in 
other activities as well. Travellers often opt for 
boating in the lake and nature walk in the forests. 
They also visit the aviary and tortoise rescue 

centre, deer park, python house, crocodile 
rehabilitation centre and leopard house in the 
vicinity. A day spent at such places provides an 
insight into the ways of animal rescue and 
rehabilitation. Rasikbil, a paradise of winged 
beauties, can be reached by road from Cooch 
Behar and Alipurduar.
Gorumara National Park
Situated along the banks of the River Murti and 
Raidak, Gorumara National Park is one of the 
most popular attractions in Dooars. The area of 
the park, which is around 80 sq km, 
encompasses grasslands and forests. Since 
1895 it was a reserve forest but years later, it 
was given the status of a wildlife sanctuary in 
1949. Furthermore, in 1994, the park was 
declared a national park which is home to a 
diverse range of flora and fauna. It is specially 
known for being home to the great Indian 
rhinoceros. Other prominent animals that can 
be spotted here are elephant, leopard, hornbill, 
king cobra, Indian python and gaur, to name a 
few. Travellers can choose between elephant 
safari and jeep safari to explore the park. They 
can even climb atop the watchtowers (Methla, 
Chukchuki, Chandrachur and Jatraprasad) to 
spot the inhabitants of the park with the help of 
binoculars.
One of the most popular tourist destinations in 
Dooars, Gorumara National Park attracts a lot 
of tourists round the year. The park's green 
forests, tall elephant grasses, streams and 
beautiful landscape provide shelter to several 
mammals, reptiles, birds and amphibians. 
Gorumara National Park is also a birders' 
paradise. If you are a birder, you will have a 
great time spotting and photographing birds 
like hornbill, woodpecker, ibis, drongo, 
minivet, and pheasants. The ruddy shelduck, 
also known as the Brahminy duck, migrates to 
the park during winters. Beautiful butterflies 

Go tripping around With the places to visit 

near Mysore as stunning as 

the city itself, you will have 

plenty to choose from. 

While there is no 

comparing the wonderful 

Hogenakkal Falls that is 

just a drive of 4 hours 

away, Bandipur National 

Park too is quite alluring 

for nature lovers. Kerala 

aficionados can drive off to 

Kochi, Wayanad or the 

startlingly scenic 

Kumarakom. Ooty, 

Kozhikode and Coonoor are 

quite popular with anyone 

seeking a solitary getaway. 

Most of these places are 

quite accessible via road 

and make for a perfect trip 

to Mysore and around.

Top 5 places to visit in 

MysoreMysore
Go tripping around 

Dooars
can also be spotted in the jungle, along with 
night hunters like owls and nightjars.
Preferably visit the park during winters as it is 
considered the best time for coming here. While 
you can choose from a number of forest rest 
houses at Gorumara for accommodation, 
Lataguri, the nearest town offers several 
accommodation facilities. The nearest railhead 
is New Jalpaiguri and the nearest airport is 
Bagdogra. Gorumara National Park can also be 
reached by road from Siliguri, which is around 
72 km away.
Jaldapara National Park
Situated on the banks of the River Torsa, 
Jaldapara National Park is one of the popular 
places to visit in Dooars. Before 1800, when the 
place was inhabited by Toto and Mech tribes, it 
was known as Totopara. The sanctuary was 
established in 1941 with an aim to protect 
Asiatic one-horned rhinoceros, and was 
eventually declared a national park in the year 
2012.
Spanning over an area of 216.5 sq km, the park 
boasts of verdant grassland with patches of 
riverine forest and belts of tall grass. At an 
altitude of 61 m in the foothills of Eastern 
Himalayas, this park is mainly savannah forest 
and is home to a rich variety of flora and fauna. 
Along with one-horned rhinoceros, various 
mammals, amphibians, reptiles and birds dwell 
here, such as elephant, leopard, Bengal florican, 
peacock, python, cobra and around eight 
species of fresh water turtles.
A fun way to witness the wilderness of 
Jaldapara National Park is by elephant safari. 
Another way to explore the flora and fauna of 
the region is to opt for jeep safari. For a close 
encounter, you can climb any of the many 
watchtowers in the park. There are various 
tourist lodges and guests houses available in the 
region for accommodation of tourists coming to 
visit Jaldapara National Park.

Dooars
Top 5 places to visit in 
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Skiing in India

The city of Shillong is often considered to be a 
place where nature is in its primal beauty; 
where clouds and the sun express their own 
camaraderie through a vivid interlay of 
sunshine and shadow; where the colonial 
remnants meet the upsurge of modern day 
influence and where music runs through the 
veins of everyone you come across. So 
naturally, there is a lot to see in Shillong, 
which is, by the way, true to the core; but to tag 
the city as merely a 'places to visit paradise' 
would be sheer injustice to the lesser known 
opportunities for action and adventure. 
Things to do in Shillong can be turned into a 
full-fledged vacation idea rather than just a 
part of the itinerary.

Embark on a musical journey in the city often 
referred to as India's Rock Capital and a 
watchful stroll along the narrow alleys is a 
good start to have. Extend your sojourn and see 
names like Lou Majaw, Afflatus and Soulmate 
in their own territory. For the ones who like 
things ready-on-a-platter, we suggest you visit 
Shillong during any music concert. Once your 
thirst for melody is quenched, time for some 
water rappelling at the Elephant Falls; golfer or 
non golfer, Shillong Golf Course is one place 
you would not want to miss out on; take a 
leisurely stroll along the Wards Lake and 
indulge in water activities like boating, skiing 
and rowing at the Umiam Lake.

Take a stroll around 
Wards Lake
Located in the midst of the colonial era 
Shillong, Wards Lake is a popular hangout 
place for the tourists and locals alike. 
Unlike the Umiam Lake, this one is more 
planned and all the facilities have been 
provided keeping in mind requirements of 
the leisure traveller. The entire area is 
adorned with flower beds, beautiful trees, 
lovely high lands and a bridge. Seekers of 
tranquility will have their share of personal 
space amid a growing city; nature lovers 
can admire the man-made corner for the 
greens and photography enthusiasts will 
not mind spending some time in Wards 
Lake. Extend your walk towards the 
northeast direction of the lake and after 
about 15 minutes you will arrive at the 
Shillong Golf Course which with all its 
greenery and pine trees!

Boating at Umiam Lake
Located in the midst of the colonial era 
Shillong, Wards Lake is a popular hangout 
place for the tourists and locals alike. 
Unlike the Umiam Lake, this one is more 
planned and all the facilities have been 
provided keeping in mind requirements of 
the leisure traveller. The entire area is 
adorned with flower beds, beautiful trees, 
lovely high lands and a bridge. Seekers of 
tranquility will have their share of personal 
space amid a growing city; nature lovers 
can admire the man-made corner for the 
greens and photography enthusiasts will 
not mind spending some time in Wards 
Lake. Extend your walk towards the 
northeast direction of the lake and after 
about 15 minutes you will arrive at the 
Shillong Golf Course which with all its 
greenery and pine trees!

Golfing in Shillong Golf 
Course
Courtesy its past as the British capital 
of the then undivided Assam, Shillong 
has the imprints of the days bygone; 
Shillong Golf Course is one of them. 
But it will be sheer injustice to the 
magnanimous entity if we box it up 
only as a colonial remnant and a place 
for the professional players to test 
their skills. The 18-hole course is a 
green paradise with grass spread 
across like carpet with trees standing 
like watchful protectors. The lush 
green hills that form the backdrop of 

Travel

With the increasing popularity of winter 
sports, there are plenty of destinations 
offering skiing in India, along with snow 
boarding and trekking. Come winter and the 
picturesque Himalayas turn into a white 
wonderland. Carpeted in layers of fresh snow, 
they have some of the highest ski slopes in the 
world. Equipped with good accommodation, 
training centres and instructors, these ski 
towns in Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand 
Kashmir are ideal for an adventurous 
getaway. From the magnificent high-altitude 
snowy landscapes of Gulmarg to the more 
gentle slopes around Narkanda and Solang 
Valley, there are a range of options to choose 
from

Kufri
If you're visiting Kufri during the winter, it's 
the best time for a spot of skiing. For 

beginners, there are several gentle slopes to 
ease into things, while the pros can flaunt their 
skills down the slope from Mahasu. The 
government offers a number of ski courses 
ranging from a day to several days—ski 
equipment is available for hire as well—where 
experienced instructors teach you the ropes. A 
relatively new winter sport, tobogganing has 
recently gained popularity in Kufri, and is a 
favourite with tourists who want to enjoy 
sliding down the slopes without too much 
skill..

Solang Valley
Around 13 kilometres away from Manali, this 
pretty valley is a popular spot for adventure 
sports, especially skiing. Situated between 
Solang village and Beas Kund, it offers 
panoramic views of the surrounding snow-
capped mountains and glaciers. In summer, it 

has facilities for paragliding, zorbing, mountain 
biking and horse riding. In winter, especially 
between January and March, it is used for 
skiing, snowboarding and sledging. It also hosts 
a winter skiing festival. The Directorate of 
Mountaineering & Allied Sports in Manali also 
organises basic, advance and intermediate level 
courses in skiing. For the less-adventurous, 
there are also plenty of walking trails all around. 

Gulmarg
If you're looking for a destination which is as 
breathtakingly beautiful as it is adventurous, 
then look no further than Kashmir. The Kashmir 
valley is considered heaven on earth, and when 
it's blanketed in snow, it exudes a charm few 
other places do. The tiny and isolated hill village 
of Gulmarg is situated at the western extremity 
of the Himalayas in a subsidiary range called the 
Pir Panjals. Lying about 50 kilometres from 
Srinagar, it can be easily accessed by tourist 
buses, taxis and even by air. Owing to its 
location, Gulmarg gets some of the heaviest 
snowfalls in the Himalayas and has earned the 
distinction of being the best ski resort in the 
country. So once you've feasted your eyes on all 
the beauty, immerse yourself in some activity by 
hitting the slopes. 
Catering to both beginners and pros, skiing here 
can be one of the most powerful experiences. 
For the more mild adventure enthusiasts, there's 
the option of sledging, cable-car rides and snow 
boarding. Ski season starts mid December and 
lasts till the beginning of April. As for 
accommodation, there are various options. 
From state-owned huts and cottages, and 
beautifully appointed mid-range hotels like 
Nedous Hotel, to luxury accommodation at 
Hotel Highlands Park, there's something to suit 
every budget.
In addition, Gulmarg offers several other sites of 
interest for tourists. It has the highest golf course 
in the world, the frozen Alpine lake of Alpather, 
the Baba Reshi shrine and the Gulmarg 
Biosphere Reserves.

Auli
A picturesque destination located in the 
Chamoli district of Uttarakhand, Auli is 
another well-known skiing destination in the 
country. Visit during the months of January to 
March when temperatures plummet to -4 
degrees, and ski enthusiasts gravitate to 
indulge in the winter sports. You can get a 
flight till Dehradun, which is the state capital 
and closest airport, and proceed by road which 
is well connected with frequent buses, hired 
jeeps and taxis. There are a good range of 
budget and deluxe hotels available for tourists 
to stay, so accommodation won't be a problem.
Not only is Auli a great place to partake in 
skiing, it’s also a good option for beginners 
looking to learn the ropes. 
Offering excellent snowy slopes and the very 
best skiing facilities, you can join one of the 
skiing courses where professional instructors 
teach you everything from the basics upwards. 
If you’re not big on the sports, there’s the 
option of some fabulous treks which take you 

through hot springs, ancient temples, 
untarnished nature and some magnificent views 
of the taller Himalayan peaks. For your stay, 
choose between budget options such as the 
state-run GMVN guesthouses or book yourself 
a luxurious stay at the Cliff Top Club hotel. 

Narkanda
Perched at a height of 2708 m on NH-22, 
Narkanda is famous for its apple orchards as 
well as its skiing. The best season for skiing is 
between January and mid-March, when 
Narkanda is carpeted with thick snowfall. 
Situated only 65 km from Shimla, it is a quick 
and convenient winter getaway from Delhi and 
a popular skiing hotspot. 
The slopes around the hill station offer beautiful 
views of snow-covered forests and mountains. 
The main skiing area is in Dhumri, whose gentle 
slopes are ideal for beginners. Most hotels run 
by HPTDC along with the Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
Institute of Mountaineering and Allied Sports 
offers courses in skiing with qualified 
instructors, along with rental equipment.

Shillong

The best places for 

Things to do in 

The abode of clouds

Things to do in 

Shillong
The abode of clouds

The best places for 

beautiful pine and rhododendron trees add to 
the splendor of the landscape. Be a part of the 
golf tournaments that are held on this venue 
to be one with the surroundings and its 
legacy.

Musical sojourn
Shillong is the unofficial but undisputed rock 
capital of India with a legacy of musical 
heritage that runs through the veins of every 
Shillong dweller. Music is in the air of this 
beautiful city and get ready to bump into at 
least one good musician with his instrument 
hanging on the shoulder in any corner of 
Shillong. The influence of metal and rock 
sound is prominent in Shillong music scene 
but let's not undermine the rich local musical 
flavours that are equally rich in tone and 
texture. Shillong is home to India's first and 

most prominent all-female band Afflatus and 
the famous Lou Majaw. Few of the bars and 
pubs are known for their live band 
performances with famous local bands like 
Soulmate and Prisoners of Chaos weaving 
their magic. And if you have had enough of 
indoor performances, maybe you should visit 
Shillong during a music concert. Indian and 
international musicians gather in those 
concerts and cast a spell of melody on the 
audience leaving them wanting for more.

Waterfall rappelling at 
Elephant Falls
Elephant Falls is the combination of three 
small torrents that form a strong stream that 
adorns the fern-covered rocks. The place got 
its name in the colonial era when the 
Englishmen spotted a giant rock resembling 
an elephant near the fall. The rock got 
destroyed during an earth quake and the 
Englishmen left the country but the name 
stayed. Due to its origin in three streams, the 
water force of Elephant Falls is one to reckon 
with which offers ample opportunities for 
adventure sports like waterfall rappelling. 
For starters, you can try rappelling from the 
height of 40 ft and don't worry; you will be 
well harnessed under expert surveillance. 
Climb down from your starting point and feel 
the immense water pressure on you while you 
struggle to find your footing in the slippery 
rocks.
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Key decisions made during the meeting also included creation of a centralised web por-
tal to capture “student location and accommodation data”.

Delhi government to survey over 680
properties allotted to Partition-era evacuee

Portal to be launched, sub-committee
formed to monitor, regulate PGs in Delhi

58 meetings in 2 months: Inside Nilekani panel’s push to reform exams
Over 50,000 suggestions received from
various stakeholders, say officials; final
report to be submitted by month-end

Hazra Bibi, 56, was trapped
under the debris while

attempting to rescue people
as the four-storey building

collapsed in Seemapuri; her
body was recovered on

Thursday

A report will be submitted to the Centre which will decide on fate of these holdings

Delhi building collapse: Woman dies trying to save others, three-year-old survivor searches for mother

Delhi Traffic Police issues
13.35 lakh challans for

unauthorised parking, L-G
calls for joint action

Delhi teen rents
Audi through app
for birthday party,
kills pedestrian in
crash

DPCC: Yamuna
water quality
deteriorated at 3
locations in
September

The 17-year-old rented an Audi through an
app for the night to go to a friend’s birth-
day party. While returning home, the teen
allegedly lost control of the vehicle and hit
two parked cars on the roadside, before
ramming into the pedestrian," said an offi-
cer.

The Biological Oxygen Demand
(BOD) levels remained high

and well beyond the permissi-
ble limit for September.

Taranjit Singh Sandhu directed
agencies to intensify enforcement
from October 15 to December 15
and explore FASTag, real-time park
ing slot tracking and automated
ticketing to curb illegal parking.
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The market also benefited from consolidation across infrastructure, financial services and
healthcare and strengthening outbound deals, which reached its highest first-nine-month

total since 2010, said Elaine Tan, senior manager at LSEG Deals Intelligence

Sensex, Nifty open higher after sharp sell-off; IT stocks lead gains, TCS jumps 3%

Deal street grosses up $110.3 billion in first 9 months of 2026

EPF TDS exemption gets a new form:
What changes from tax year 2026-27

If you are planning to withdraw your EPF
money, there is a tax-related change

you should know about. The new rules for
claiming TDS exemption will take effect

from tax year 2026-27.

A state finance minister said some states
were opposed to imposing GST on MDR on

UPI transactions and wanted the rate
reduced from the current 18% to 5%

The BSE Sensex rose 449.84 points, or 0.63%, to 72,043.08 at 9:32 am. The Nifty 50 gained 150.95 points, or
0.68%, to 22,382.75 at 9:33 am. It opened at 22,314.95 and hit an early high of 22,388.70.

No MDR-related discussion in GST Council; states flag concerns

Rupee  rises  23  paise  to
96.65  against  US  dollar  in

early  trade

TCS adds 4,458
employees in Q2,
on boards 10,000
freshers

Delhi Metro to
restrict entry, exit
at 57 stations from
9 pm Check details

Railways cancels all
Delhi-bound mail,
express trains
reaching NDLS, NZM
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For  many  who  had  been  there since  the  afternoon,  the  absence  of  “Nanaji”  was  deeply  feelt. The  loss was  equally profound  for
his  colleagues,  friends,  farmers  he  had  supportted  and  fans  who  had  admired  him  for  decades.

Missing from Maharashtra’s draft voter roll? What to do by October 12

A voice for farmers, a mentor to many, Nana Patekar
leaves a remarkable legacy

Put on notice for 2,000 single-teacher schools,Gujarat
officials reply:‘Don’t have power to transfer’

In the notice issued to District Primary Education Officers
and Administrative Officers, the department accused

them of "administrative failure, laziness and dereliction of
duty" and warned of disciplinary action

Programme comes months
after party suffered setbacks

in Narmada, Bharuch and
Chhota Udepur districts in the

local body polls

Polling stations hold special camps this
weekend, and BLOs are going door to door.
Here's who can apply, where to apply, and
what to do if you've received a verification

notice.

Women’s safety in focus
as CJP stages ‘Chappal
protest’ in Bengaluru

Karnataka’s tiger
count nears 700, up
from 563

Four held for
duping Bengaluru
university of Rs
1.4cr
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Pat Cummins says Usman Khawaja is free to tell his story and is unfazed about the prospect of having new sand-
paper gate revelations coming to light in the former Australia opener's autobiography.

NZ vs IND: New Zealand hit by double injury blow ahead of India T20I series

Tell your story: Pat Cummins unfazed by
Sandpaper gate revelations in Khawaja's book

IND vs WI,2nd T20I: Ishan Kishan returns home
with Ranchi ready for a spectacle

IND vs WI 2nd T20I Preview: Ishan
Kishan's Ranchi homecoming adds

intrigue to the second T20I as India look
to extend their lead against West Indies,

who must find answers to India's spin
attack and overcome challenging dew

and weather conditions.

Australia return to South Africa for the
first time since the 2018

Sandpapergate scandal, with the top
two WTC sides set for a high-stakes
three-Test series. South Africa will
begin their homecoming as world
champions, while Australia eye

redemption after their defeat in last
year's WTC final.

New Zealand will begin the India T20I series without Mark Chapman and Zak Foulkes after the duo
suffered injuries. New Zealand have brought in replacements, Blair Tickner and Josh Clarkson.

8 years on from Sandpapergate, Australia chase redemption in South Africa Tests

Hockey India elections
set for December 5

amid in-fighting, row
over state polls

CM Vijay announces
Dream Olympics 2036
scheme as Tamil Nadu
set for sports facelift

Chief selector Ajit
Agarkar's report
card: Was the
present unkind to
him?
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A prison riot in Sinaloa left nine inmates and a visitor dead, with 16 prisoners injured. The violence came
as another prison in Ciudad Victoria saw a deadly shootout that renewed scrutiny of chronic jail failures.

India mocks Pak's Shehbaz Sharif regime
as 'Form 47 govt'. What does it mean?

10 dead, 16 injured as prison riot rocks
Mexico for second time in a week

JD Vance calls H-1B visa hires indentured servants, accuses IT giants of abuse
After the Trump administration suspended Microsoft and several other IT firms from a key green
card programme, US Vice President JD Vance accused these companies of abusing the H-1B visa

system, terming foreign workers brought in by them "indentured servants".

Pakistan: The term 'Form 47 government' has been frequently used by Imran Khan's party
to accuse the Shehbaz Sharif regime of manipulating the 2024 Pakistan election results.

India used it to take a swipe at Pakistan at the UNGA.

Kashmiri filmmaker freed after 2 weeks in ICE custody, had sought asylum in US

What s next for Infosys,
TCS, Wipro's Indian

talent? US Green Card
freeze impact explained

The US has suspended major Indian
IT firms and other tech companies
from the PERM programme. The

biggest fallout from the suspension
of the Green Card programme may
not be felt immediately. Here is all

you need to know.

Raja Krishnamoorthi
honours pilot Smit
Machchhar for saving
172 on Flydubai

Jayapal slams
Trump move sus-
pending Microsoft
green card route

Kashmiri filmmaker Arfat
Sheikh was released on
bond after two weeks in ICE
detention. He went to the
US on a student visa before
applying for asylum in
2020.
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