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Gandhinagar: Serious questions are
once again being raised over alleged
irregularities in the 2021 Gandhinagar
Municipal Corporation elections, par-
ticularly regarding the election expen-
diture declared by winning candidates
and the subsequent administrative
proceedings.According to allegations,
all 41 winning councillors declared
exactly the same election expenditure
of Rs 1.33 lakh. The identical figures
have raised questions over whether
the expenditure records were prepared
and submitted transparently. The un-
usual similarity in the declared
amounts has also become a key point
of discussion among political ob-
servers.The matter reportedly re-

mained under administrative scrutiny
for nearly five years. During this pe-
riod, six Collectors served in Gandhi-
nagar, but the issue allegedly failed to
reach a clear and conclusive outcome.
Repeated administrative proceedings
and requests for additional time have
further raised questions over the delay
in resolving the matter.The contro-

versy has now gained fresh political
significance ahead of the upcoming
Gandhinagar Municipal Corporation
elections. Of the 41 councillors whose
election expenditure declarations have
been questioned, 12 have reportedly
been given BJP tickets again.The de-
cision has triggered criticism among
political observers, grassroots workers
and sections of the public. Questions
are being raised over whether candi-
dates facing serious questions regard-
ing election expenditure should have
been considered for renomination be-
fore the matter was conclusively re-
solved.The Gujarat BJP leadership is
also facing questions over its stand on
transparency, accountability and party
discipline. Critics are asking why the

alleged irregularities remained unre-
solved for years and why some of the
concerned candidates have once again
been given an opportunity to contest
the municipal elections.The issue has
therefore moved beyond the question
of election expenditure and has be-
come a broader debate over political
accountability and administrative
transparency in Gandhinagar.With the
municipal elections approaching, the
controversy is expected to remain an
important political issue. However,
the allegations remain subject to offi-
cial scrutiny, and any wrongdoing
would have to be established through
the competent administrative or legal
authorities.

12 BJP candidates facing election expenditure questions get re-tickets
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Chhota Udepur:A tragic inci-
dent in Dhandhoda village of
Chhota Udepur district has
sparked anger among local resi-
dents after a young man report-
edly drowned after falling into a
deep, water-filled pit in a sand
lease area. The incident has once
again raised questions over safety
arrangements at mining sites and
the alleged lack of protection
around deep excavation pits.Ac-
cording to information available
locally, the deceased was a resi-
dent of Simal Faliya. He had re-
portedly left his home to collect
maize when he reached the area
where sand mining activities had
created deep pits. He reportedly
fell into one of the pits filled with
water and drowned. The incident
caused panic in the area, while
news of the death led to anger
among family members and vil-
lagers.Following the incident, the
deceased's body was taken for
post-mortem. However, after
completion of the post-mortem

procedure, the family members
and a large number of villagers
reportedly brought the body back
to the accident site instead of tak-
ing it home for the last rites.The
villagers demanded immediate
action against those responsible
for the mining pits and called for
accountability from the con-
cerned authorities. Protesters re-
portedly insisted that the body
would not be removed from the
site until they received assurance
regarding action against the per-
sons responsible for the alleged
negligence.Villagers have alleged
that deep pits are being created
during sand excavation without
adequate barricading, warning
signs or other safety arrange-
ments. They claimed that such
open excavation areas can be-
come dangerous, particularly for
local residents who travel through
or live close to the mining
zone.Residents also raised ques-
tions over the monitoring of sand
mining activities in the area. Ac-
cording to their allegations, co

ncerns regarding unsafe pits had
been raised earlier as well, but ef-
fective preventive measures were
allegedly not taken. The latest in-
cident has intensified demands
for inspection of the mining area
and strict enforcement of safety
norms.As the protest continued
and tensions increased, officials
from the Mining and Minerals
Department, along with other ad-
ministrative officials, reportedly

reached the spot. The officials
spoke with the agitated villagers,
heard their demands and assured
them that the circumstances sur-
rounding the incident would be
examined.Officials reportedly as-
sured the protesters that an inves-
tigation would be conducted and
appropriate legal and administra-
tive action would be taken if any
person or agency was found re-
sponsible for negligence or viola-
tion of applicable rules.Following
the officials' intervention and as-
surances, the villagers eventually
called off the protest and the body
was removed from the site for the
final rites.The incident has
brought the issue of safety around
sand mining sites back into focus
in Chhota Udepur. The key ques-
tions now concern whether ade-
quate safety measures were in
place around the deep pits,
whether the mining operations
complied with applicable regula-
tions, and whether responsibility
will be fixed after the investiga-
tion.

Chhota Udepur: Young man drowns in sand min-
ing pit, villagers protest with body at site
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Bhachau, Kutch: Rupesh
Solanki Dipanshu Vishwakarma,
the accused allegedly involved in
the brutal murder of a migrant
youth at Bhuj Railway Station
over a trivial issue, has continued
his violent activities even inside
the high-security zone of Palara
Jail. In a shocking incident, the
accused allegedly attacked a con-
victed inmate sleeping inside a
barrack with a stone, causing se-
rious injuries and triggering a
commotion among the jail ad-
ministration and police authori-
ties.Inmate Attacked While
Sleeping Inside BarrackAccord-
ing to available information, an
inmate named Abbas Ismail
Sama was sleeping in Barrack
No. 11 of Circle-1 at Palara Jail.
During this time, accused Dipan-
shu Chetan Vishwakarma al-
legedly brought a stone from the
bathroom and suddenly struck
Abbas on the head.Abbas sust

ained serious injuries to his head
and other parts of his body in the
violent attack. Following the in-
cident, a jail guard immediately
shifted the injured inmate, who
was bleeding profusely, to G.K.
General Hospital in Bhuj for
treatment. He is currently under-
going treatment at the
hospital.Allegedly Committed

Murder at Railway Station Over
a Simple InquiryIt is noteworthy
that the same accused, Dipanshu,
had allegedly killed a youth
named Mukesh Chandrika Sahani
from Bihar a few days ago at
Platform No. 1 of Bhuj Railway
Station.According to the police,
the incident occurred after an ar-
gument over a routine inquiry re-
garding a train bound for Surat.
The accused allegedly became
enraged and attacked Mukesh
with an iron pipe, resulting in his
death. Following the incident, the
Railway Police registered a case,
arrested the accused and sent him
to judicial custody.Accused Pre-
viously Involved in Three Cases:
A Challenge for PoliceAccording
to Railway Police Officer P.R.
Solanki, the accused has a serious
criminal background, with three
previous cases of assault regis-
tered against him. He reportedly
has a tendency to become aggres-
sive over minor issues and resort

to violent attacks.When contacted
regarding the incident inside the
jail, Investigation Officer S.S.
Patel of B-Division Police Station
stated that during the preliminary
inquiry, it emerged that the ac-
cused allegedly became agitated
because he was feeling “dis-
turbed” and subsequently at-
tacked the inmate.Police have
currently registered an informa-
tion report regarding the incident
and are recording statements
from both sides as part of the
legal proceedings.The fact that
the accused has allegedly been in-
volved in a murder and, within
only a few days, another violent
attack inside the jail has raised se-
rious concerns for the police and
jail authorities. It will now be a
major challenge for the police to
conduct an in-depth investigation
into the accused’s criminal his-
tory and, at the same time, ensure
effective control over his violent
activities inside the jail.

Violent Attack by Criminal-Minded Accused Who
Allegedly Committed Murder at Bhuj Railway
Station: Stone Attack on Inmate Inside Palara

Jail Sparks Panic
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demonstrate that its own security institutions can Twenty-three years after the United States invaded Iraq, the 
contain both militia power and the threat of an Islamic last American troops have left. Washington calls it the end 
State resurgence. The American withdrawal, therefore, of its military mission; Baghdad terms it another step 
might close one chapter without guaranteeing a stable towards full sovereignty. But history will certainly be less 
next one.For India, the lesson matters even more. forgiving. Iraq was invaded on the claim that Saddam 
Speaking at the Asia Society in New York, External Hussein possessed weapons of mass destruction, an 
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar recently stressed that assertion that proved false, and the war was declared 
terrorism is one of New Delhi’s central security effectively won long before its consequences had even 
concerns. He warned that a partner’s insufficient begun to unfold. The famous “Mission Accomplished” 
understanding of cross-border terrorism can affect moment in 2003 captured the Iraq war’s central illusion: 
bilateral relations.That is Iraq’s enduring lesson. military victory could be confused with political 
Terrorism cannot be defeated merely by taking over a settlement. The invasion toppled Saddam Hussein, but it 
territory, defeating commanders or changing regimes. also dismantled institutions, deepened sectarian 

caliphate. US President Donald Trump now says there Nor can security be outsourced indefinitely to foreign divisions, fuelled civil conflict and helped create the 
was no reason to turn a temporary mission into a armies. The next phase must focus on capable national conditions in which the Islamic State could emerge. 
permanent presence. Yet the distinction between ending a institutions, accountable governments, intelligence Lakhs of Iraqis died, more than 4,500 American service 
military mission and ending a multidimensional conflict cooperation, and a refusal to distinguish between members were killed and an entire region was thrown into 
is vital. The Islamic State has lost its territory, but ‘convenient’ and ‘inconvenient’ forms of terrorism. turmoil.The US left in 2011, only to return three years 
extremist networks, sectarian politics, armed militias and Americans have gone home, but Iraq’s strategic later when the Islamic State swept across territory, 
regional rivalries have not disappeared. The larger consequences will endure in West Asia and far beyond for captured Mosul and proclaimed its caliphate. No doubt 
question is what fills the space left behind. Baghdad must decades.the US-led coalition eventually destroyed that territorial 

Power of two, shadow of 
three, an order in flux

Revisiting the Constituent Assembly debate on the ECI

Iraq 23 years later: War is over, but its consequences aren't

Upon Xi Jinping’s arrival for a State visit to the 
United States on September 23, 2026, US President 
Donald Trump personally went to Joint Base 
Andrews to receive the Chinese President. The 
welcome featured a red carpet and a military 
ceremony, including an ostentatious bomber 
flypast. It felt like déjà vu, except last time Trump 
travelled to Anchorage, Alaska on August 15, 2025 
to receive Russian President Vladimir Putin on the 
tarmac.Although the US-China summit that 
followed in Washington had more spectacle than 
substance, the modesty of the deliverables is the 
story itself. It continued a pattern from the Busan 
and Beijing encounters in October 2025 and May 
2026, respectively, where Trump framed the 
meetings as ‘G2’ moments.
Economist C Fred Bergsten first floated the idea of 
a US-China condominium or G2 in 2005, 
imagining shared leadership through existing 
institutions rather than their abolition. China itself 
once promoted the related idea of a ‘new type of 
great power relations’, founded on mutual respect 
for sovereignty and core interests. The present 
understanding of G2 is less a scheme of 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o - g o v e r n a n c e  t h a n  a n  
acknowledgement that Washington and Beijing 
possess disproportionate material power, and that 
decisions between them have consequences far 
beyond their bilateral relationship.Simultaneously, 
another configuration exists in the same landscape: 
a triumvirate, or troika, rather than a dyad. Moscow 
remains materially weaker than either the US or 
China in economic scale, but it retains the largest 
nuclear arsenal on the planet, enormous military 
reach and energy leverage, and a proven capacity to 
disrupt the calculations of stronger economies.It 
forces upon us a profound and unsettling question: 
as the world wanders, shocked and grieving, 
through the ruins of the old order, are we 
witnessing the birth pangs of a new, more 
concentrated world order? A G2, a duopoly of 
American and Chinese power, or perhaps a G3, a 
troika that also accommodates a revanchist Russia?
G2’s allure lies in its simplicity: the two largest 
economies, the two most powerful militaries, and 
the two most consequential technological 
ecosystems would agree on a framework for 
stability, leaving the rest of the world to adapt. It is a 
pragmatic, transactional approach that prioritises 
managing great-power competition over the messy, 
multilateral consensus-building of the post-war 
era.For Washington, this is a form of burden-
sharing, a way to manage its relative decline by 
ceding some regional hegemony to Beijing in 
exchange for stability in the core arenas of global 
concern. For Beijing, it is the ultimate recognition 
of its status as a peer competitor, validating its 
century-long quest for national rejuvenation. Yet, 
for all its apparent logic, the G2 is a profoundly 
destabilising proposition for the rest of the world. It 
risks creating a system of hierarchical control 
where the interests of all other nations, from the 
European continent to India to Brazil, are 
subsumed by the whims and rivalries of the two.
The narrowly expansive alternative is G3, in which 
Washington manages both rivals at once, inverting 
the logic Henry Kissinger pioneered in the 1970s, 
when the opening to China was designed to isolate 
Moscow.Its central argument is the ‘paradox of 
dual-containment’: Washington's efforts to 
confront China and Russia simultaneously can 
encourage greater Sino-Russian cooperation, 
increase American strategic overstretch, and 
generate alliance fatigue. In that formulation, 
Russia is not necessarily a peer competitor to either 
Washington or Beijing; it is the disruptive third 
vertex whose actions alter the other two's 
calculations. A potential G3 is also a pressure-
regulating layer atop three subordinate frameworks 
in Northeast Asia: US-Japan-South Korea 
deterrence, China-Japan-South Korea cooperation, 
and a China-Russia-North Korea axis.For 
Moscow, this is a vital path back to the top tier, a 
way to transcend its pariah status and reassert its 
great-power prerogative. Its ‘no limits’ partnership 
with China, as detailed in Global Affairs, provides 
the foundational axis for such a configuration, a 
shared desire to counter Western dominance and 
reshape the international system.

ZThere is a pressing need to review the selection procedure and training methodology

OF late, there has been increasing concern about the 
institutional wellbeing of the Election Commission of 
India (ECI). The institutional decline in terms of the ECI's 
autonomy and neutrality has been flagged. It is in this 
context that this comment revisits the Constituent 
Assembly (CA) debate proceedings concerning the ECI, 
held from May 16 to June 15, 1949 (Constituent 
Assembly Debate: Official Report. 2014. Lok Sabha 
Publication, Vol. VIII, pp. 915-61).The revisit serves 
three purposes. First, it tells us about the way the 
founding members envisaged the broad nature of the 
institutional framework of the ECI.Second, revisiting 
enables us to discover the 'original intent' of the 
Constitution makers while instituting the ECI as an 
election management body.Third, it also helps in 
discussing about to what extent the institution has been 
able to live up to its expectations in its seven-and-a-half-
decade existence. And, how the long-term question mark 
over its neutrality can be attributed to a certain oversight 
of the CA members.The ECI may well be regarded as an 
'original' institutional innovation of the CA as there was 
no election management body (EMB) in colonial India, 
nor in the Great Britain. The CA debate, while envisaging 
the ECI, mainly veered around three issues.First, whether 
the ECI was to be made a permanent constitutional body 

appointments so that "everyone, even in opposition, may the way the NDA government moved quickly to legislate, 
or to be set up just before every General Election. The 

n o t  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  s a y  a g a i n s t  t h e  upturning the court judgment in the Anoop Baranwal vs 
members decided for permanency because they correctly 

Commission."Ambedkar proposed an 'Instrument of Union of India, constituting a collegium comprising not 
anticipated that the five-year electoral cycle might be 

Instruction' in place for the purpose of appointments. On only the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition 
disrupted in future.Second, the members also debated 

the suggestion of Munshi, Clause 2 was added to the draft but also a neutral Chief Justice of India?Second, while the 
whether to institute the ECI as a centralised integrated 

Article 289 (now 324), stipulating that the appointing broad constitutional framework, as envisaged in Article 
institution or, alternatively, set up a separate commission 

power of the President shall be 'subject to the provisions 324, has allowed both a 'judicially active' Supreme Court 
for each constituent state as per the federal principle.

of any law made on that behalf by Parliament'.Saksena and 'activist' CECs in the past, a 'solid underpinning' to lay 
BR Ambedkar, supported by KM Munshi, defended the 

and Kunzru also raised their concerns about the manner down new electoral rules and procedures whenever the 
proposal to structure the ECI as a centralised institution 

of removal of the ECs, asking for the same security of legislative bodies have been 'slow to give guidance', it has 
on the grounds that the presence of a 'mixed nature of 

tenure to be accorded to them as for the CEC. While the also led to instances of 'overreach' by the ECI, raising 
population' in some provinces led to the fear that there 

1950 Constitution did provide for the security of tenure of doubt about the institutional neutrality.Third, election 
could have been deliberate exclusion of racial or 

the CEC, it was inexplicably left for the future Parliament commissioners (ECs) not being given the same 
linguistic minorities if elections were to be held under the 

to legislate about the appointment procedure. constitutional safeguards as in the case of the CEC 
jurisdiction of the provincial executive.Third, how to 

regarding the security of their tenure (they can be removed The critique
ensure the independence and neutrality of the Chief 

While the CA can be lauded for framing the ECI as a by the President simply on the recommendation of the 
Election Commissioner (CEC) and the ECs was another 

permanent federal body with constitutional mandate, it CEC), despite now having the same powers post the TN 
important part of the debate. Members like HN Kunzru 

can be critiqued on the following grounds. Seshan vs Union of India judgment, undermines the 
and Shibban Lal Saxena raised their apprehension that, 

First, leaving the appointing power subject to legislation by position of the ECs, coming in the way of the democratic 
with the appointment process remaining under the 

future Parliament and allowing the government a free functioning of the ECI, having serious fallouts, like seen in 
exclusive control of the Central government, there would 

hand till then, an instance of 'constitutional the case of the resignations of Ashok Lavasa and Arun 
be the temptation to appoint a 'staunch party man'.

incrementalism', needs to be questioned.Was it not quite Goel.The past and the present experiences have shown 
The members were keen that the ECI should remain 

naïve on the part of the CA members to think that the that the CA members would have done well to take care of 
independent and separate from the executive branch in 

political executive that invariably dominates the drafting a more detailed institutional framework, both on 
order to ensure 'purity of election for fairness in 

legislature in a parliamentary system would be willingly mapping out the ECI mandate and the appointment and 
elections'.Saksena proposed the provision of a 

ready to give up 'such a valuable power' — as evident in security of the tenure of election commissioners.
parliamentary two-thirds majority to ratify the 

China has halved its US holdings, while Japan is moving away too

being. In order to maintain the public’s trust as well as its manhandling, he would be useless as an officer! selection processes employed by the Union Public THE Indian armed forces, apart from contributing to the 
own internal cohesion, our military leadership requires Service Commission and the Services Selection Boards, defence and security of the nation, also form a distinctive If we were to examine past or recent trespasses by senior 
rigorous grounding in key foundational pillars such as including the medical criteria, may have become outdated strand in India’s multi-ethnic and multi-religious fabric. officers which have earned the armed forces a bad name, 
upright and ethical conduct, secular principles and and need drastic revision. This is also a reflection not only In the chaos that often prevails, they not only embody the fundamental cause of misdemeanours is the inability 
apolitical neutrality.There is an old saying: “Mighty oaks on the physical training methodology and syllabi being order and discipline and uphold our democratic, secular of an individual to distinguish between the “easier wrong” 
from little acorns grow.” To produce military leaders with followed but also on the unwarranted liberty granted to traditions but also set high standards of integrity, and the “harder right”. It becomes obvious that the 
a strong moral fibre, fit to occupy leadership senior cadets to conduct “training” (ragging?) of professionalism and excellence for their compatriots.
positions, the defence forces must groom candidates juniors.For these reasons, our military leaders were held in high 
along the right path from the earliest possible stage. The selection of training staff — both military and regard by civil society as exemplars of honourable and 
Apart from the tri-service National Defence civilian — needs to be far more stringent and ethical conduct. But today, we find that the armed forces 
Academy (NDA), five key institutions impart ab discriminating so that only persons who can provide are slipping in the estimation of their fellow Indians, not 
initio training — ranging from 12 months to four mature and sensible guidance shape the trainees’ only because of occasional misdemeanours but also due 
years — before commissioning young men and outlook. In this context, the academy’s Commandant to signs of politicisation and public display of religiosity 
women as officers. It is the rigorous physical and exerts an outsized influence on the cadet body — by among the higher ranks.India's social and economic 
academic training, along with the mental inculcation h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  p e r s o n a l  transformation has been accompanied by a steep decline 
imparted in these “cradles of leadership”, that moulds example.Unfortunately, this post is often treated as a in standards of private and public conduct. Hand in hand 
the character of these youth forever.Having passed convenient short-term parking slot by service with corruption goes the politicisation of every system, 
out of the NDA’s portals in 1964, I returned 33 years headquarters (HQs) and some “hand-picked” including the police, the bureaucracy, the legal 
later as its Commandant to find that the institution had incumbents have even been removed from command framework and the media. Communalism and 
seen vast improvement in infrastructure and facilities, for serious misconduct. Finally, many Commandants parochialism are on open display at election time since 
the enhanced syllabi and above all, the motivation have taken liberties with the training curriculum and votes are sought on the basis of region, caste and religion.
levels of the young trainees. But what came as a nasty even the customs and traditions of these institutions The slide in the military’s ethical standards is often 
surprise was the advent of a new ethos, which by making arbitrary changes. Such matters need to be justified on the grounds that since soldiers are drawn from 
required a cadet to possess a basic “skill set” for codified in the form of a “Blue Book”, approved by society, their conduct is bound to reflect prevailing 
survival. service HQs for implementation in letter and spirit by the societal norms. This facile logic must be firmly rejected. instincts that motivate a young cadet to commit minor 

Commandant and the staff.This included cheating, manhandling juniors, minor theft Not only does every soldier swear an oath of allegiance to offences in the academy mutate into serious character 
and even impersonation — all against the academy’s rules The quality of the nation’s military leadership is an issue the Constitution, but also the armed forces have flaws in later years and erode the integrity of senior 
and unheard of when I was a cadet in the 1960s. Even important enough for the Chiefs of Staff Committee to traditionally set their own standards and codes of conduct officers, leading them to commit ethical lapses.

A number of disturbing trends have been emerging from more dismaying was the benign and tolerant attitude of take urgent note of. It’s time for them to convene a high-and are governed by stringent disciplinary regulations. It 

our service academies, but they do not seem to evoke the the training staff towards such misdemeanours. Many of level military commission to review the processes for the was their adherence to this self-imposed code — not their 

necessary alarm or remedial responses from the military the young staff officers believed that not only was such selection and induction of officer candidates into the place in the Warrant of Precedence —that earned them a 

hierarchy. There have been periodic fatalities among conduct an “academy tradition,” but that unless a “smart” services, evaluate the training syllabi and methodology high standing in society.More than just a shield against 

cadets and a growing number of withdrawals at early cadet was resourceful enough to “beg, borrow or steal” a being followed in our service academies and recommend external threats, the armed forces serve as a fundamental 

stages of training in academies. These indicate that the few small things and tough enough to give and take a little reforms where required.anchor of the country’s social stability and national well-

Military academies must raise the bar

Terrorism cannot be defeated merely by taking over a territory, defeating commanders or changing 

regimes. Nor can security be outsourced indefinitely to foreign armies
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How 

With robotics bridging the gap 

between technology and the way 

we live, it's all about a human-

humanoid interaction now. 

are bringing about a new

E x p l o r i n g  n e w  
frontiers 

Hospitality 

The Antarctic has long been a worry 
for scientists as to how they would 
learn more about the sea there, but in 
recent news, a robot has allowed 
scientists to map the sea ice in 3D. 
Jaguar, a 300-pound yellow robotic 
vehicle helped them gain valuable 
information on the thickening of the 
ice. Industrial robots are also 
building cars and other transport. 
And when it comes to finding out 
more about the tricky, hostile 
environment of space, it's the robots 
that have to be credited with the 
exploring. Robotic missions have 
been sent to the Moon, Mars, Venus, 
Titan and Jupiter. This May, in a giant 
leap in engineering, robot Dextre (by 
the Canadian Space Agency) 
repaired the International Space 
Station's Canadian robotic arm in 
space. 

Say hello to the army of robo-chefs! 

Fancy a machine serving you a virgin 
mojito? Did you know, as per reports 
this November, a 'smart' Caribbean 
cruise liner had robots mixing drinks 
in what is called the world's first 'smart 
ship'. As patrons place orders on 
tablets and a wall displays their wait 
time, the jerky, drink-mixing bots used 
mechanical arms to pull down bottles, 
adding mixes, shaking and stirring. 
In Harbin, China, robots have been 
serving tables at an eatery. They dish 
up dumplings, noodles and wait on 
diners. As per a report, when someone 
walks in, they say, 'Earth person hello. 
Welcome to the Robot Restaurant.' 
Once the orders are placed, the robots 
get into the kitchen and cook the 
meals. Two Chinese students at a 
university also came up with a 'wok 
robot' that can dish up 600 dishes! A 
Japanese firm has come up with an 
engineering masterpiece — a six 
speed sushi-making robot — capable 
of churning 2,500 pieces of sushi per 
hour! 
And it's not just terra firma, you can 

expect to be 
se rved  by  a  
flying robot — the 
f i r s t  commercia l  
attempt of its kind — by 
the end of 2015! The 
d e m o  w a s  
presented this 
November 
t o  
S in

gap
ore's Prime 
M i n i s t e r  
Lee Hsien L o o n g  
and these futuristic automated waiters are 
set to be launched at an outlet in Singapore 
then. 

This is how tech-savvy equipment is going 
to change basic domestic chores and make 
life easier for you! The Cocorobo, a 
Japanese premium vacuum robot, that's 
part of the smart home system, cleans your 
floors, tells you the weather and more. The 
Scooba can vacuum and wash floors at the 
same time. There are also window cleaners 

Helping at home 

Robots 
 lifestyle!

Robots 
 lifestyle!

and lawn mowers as well as robot pool 
cleaners. And if you're tired with all that 

cooking on a weeknight, Armar can come to 
the rescue! Called a 'kitchen companion', he 
fetches stuff from the fridge and does the 
dishes too! 

Always regretted that bad swing that has 
been spoiling your golf game? Now, a 10-
feet-tall robot in South Seattle called 
RoboGolfPro, wants to help you. It can be 
programmed in a various ways to allow 
golfers to realise the correct move and thus 
improve their game. 

Correct your golf swing 

Handcrafted 
 yet mindblowing

The items on display at the West Bengal State 
Handicraft Expo are the perfect pointers to what a little 

creativity can do to everyday stuff. 

The colours on the 'pat' just 
don't mingle to form a 'chitra'; 
they are statements woven 
into a story. The terracotta 
skull ashtray reminds one of 
the fate of many a smoker. The 
miniature busts and figurines 
carved out of coconut shells 
and ornamental items made 
from fish scales are instances 
of perfect waste management, 
while the seemingly delicious 
Bengali dishes are rock solid. 
Watch your teeth!
All these and more such out-
of-the-box items are on display at the 
22nd West Bengal State Handicraft 
Expo 2014-2015, which was 
inaugurated on November 21 at the 
Milan Mela ground. Apart from being 
an attempt by the state government to 
promote artisans and their crafts, it is 
a platform to highlight individual 
talents. TOI takes you through the 
stalls of the few districts whose 
artisans have been able to pull crowd.

Darjeeling

Tanned tribal soldiers armed with 
spears stand as mute gatekeepers at the 
expo entrance. Made out of wood from 
the Gamhar — a tree found at high 
altitudes, these figurines, according to 
Naxalbari artisan Pradeep Singh, 35, 
takes at least two days to carve. Singh, 
who has been at it for 20 years now, said 
kwash ink is used for highlighting and 
texturing the figurines. Animal masks 
and miniatures, all made from the same 
material, are also on display at the stall.

Hooghly
Ashok Jha has created his 
m i n i a t u r e  f a i r g r o u n d ,  
comprising a merry-go-round, 
human figures and other fun 
rides, completely out of 
springs and bolts. The set, 
priced at ̀ 40,000, has a hi-tech 
look with a touch of ethnicity. 
The 37-year-old artisan from 
Bandel also has religious wall 
decorations, made with acrylic 
paint, wood and putty, on 
display — all priced between 

`4,000 and ̀ 16,000.
On the other hand, the imitation food 
dishes by Shibnath Barai, 49, are just 
mind-blowing! Barai — the creator of 
the Science City dinosaur exhibits — has 
used fibreglass to mould pieces of fish 
and chicken drumsticks and pigment 
colours to provide the texture. The dishes 
will leave you dearer by `300 and `700. 
Would you be interested to buy rotten 
fruits and eggs for ̀ 100 per pair? Well, he 
has these on offer too!

Shubhankar Bakshi, 44, on the other hand, 
makes fabulous miniatures, especially of 
monkeys, out of coconut shells. "I just use a 
plain knife to give shape to the coconut 
fibres. I don't tamper with the natural 
construct," he said. His other creations 
include coconut fibre crabs and other marine 
creatures and mini dolls made of mahogany 
fruits.
His health warning to smokers is a sickening 
green terracotta skull ashtray! According to 
Baruipur artisan Govind Chandra Pal, the 
ashtray happened by accident. "A friend of 
mine once commented that everything 
relating to smoking should come with a 
warning. I liked the concept and the ashtray 
was the result." But the warning comes with 
a price tag — ̀ 70.

Paschim Midnapore
You'd probably want a piece of art that tells a 
story. Saleha Chitrakar, 26, is the person 
whose exceptionally meticulous 'patchitra' 
evokes the same idea. The colours have been 
churned out of natural substances like 
turmeric, sheel leaves, aparajita flowers and 
burnt rice. Apart from the paintings on 
canvas that range from `700-1,500, she also 
has handmade fans and khuntis, priced at 
`50 each.

Dakshin Dinajpur
Have a penchant for indigenous Incan 
masks? Forget about travelling to Machu 
Picchu, because artisan Bubai Baisya has 
just the right stuff, and that too between ̀ 400 
and `1,200 apiece. The 26-year-old artisan 
carves bamboo with a batali and uses blue 
lamps to smoke the masks and give these an 
antique look. Also on display are engraved 
owls on flower vases, again made of 
bamboo stems.

South 24 Parganas
If you lay eyes on Suman Saha's earrings 
and trinkets, you'll think twice before 
t h r o w i n g  a w a y  f i s h  s c a l e s  a n d  
endoskeletons. Why? Well, the artisan 
creates her ornaments with just these, using 
glass paint, acrylic colours and glitters. The 
price tag: ̀ 30 to ̀ 100.

Handcrafted 

How to remove 
common stains at home
How often have you poured something on your dress and 

toiled to get the stain out? Even when you run it through 

water or hand wash it, the stain stays put because every 

stain is different and must be treated differently. Here are 

some effective ways to get common stains out.

Stains from drinks 
like coffee, tea, 
alcohol, fruit juices 
and 

soft 
drinks: 

Soak the stain in 
cool water for 10 
minutes and using 
either a bar of 
soap, liquid 
detergent or a 
paste made with 
washing powder 
and water, dab on 
the stain and rub. 
Before the paste 
dries, wash the dress with 
detergent in hot water.

Chocolates: Try to 

scrape off as much of it as you can 
with a blunt-edged knife. Soak in 
warm soapy water and if a brown 
stain is still visible, soak in a mix 
of water with sanitizer and rinse 
with warm water.

Cosmetics: Before 

you put the dress for wash, dab on 
the stain with either a prewash 
stain remover or a paste of 
washing powder with water.

Oil: Using a tissue, remove 

the excess oil. Wet the stain and 
apply liquid detergent directly on 
the stain and leave it for 15-20 
minutes. Wash with hot water. 
Alternatively, try putting a paper 
on both sides of the stain and 
ironing over the paper.

Things to 
remember
- Always take the stain out before 
you wash your dress.
- Always blot the stain, don't rub.
- The longer you leave the stain, the 
more difficult it is to remove.
- Nail polish stains are close to 
impossible to remove, so the best 
thing would be careful about not 
spilling it on your dress.
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Considering that we spend a major part of 
our lives in our bedrooms, we should make it 
one of the most comfortable zones in our 
homes. It should be a room that spells 
romance and makes you feel good as soon as 
you step inside — a space that stimulates 
your senses. So, what do you need to make 
your boudoir a cosy love nest? Read on to 
find out some tips...

 The way your bedroom is lit, can make or 
break the look you want to create. Interior 
designer Ketki Passi says, "The right kind of 
lighting can help create a romantic 
ambience."

Make it look great:

When decorating your bedroom, you need to make 
sure that your aesthetics are in place and more 
importantly, you need to ascertain whether you 
want the 'me only' look for your bedroom or the 'we' 
look. Here are some simple design tips that can add 
drama to your bedroom decor...

4 ways to organise a  
cool party

Plan ahead:

Choose a theme:

Even if you are a great believer in spontaneity, give that a 
miss. Give attention to planning to avoid any last minute 
trouble. a day of prep here and there will make the lead-up to 
your party much more manageable. Apart from your food 
and drinks, do pay attention to your playlist, flower 
arrangement, lighting and the like. 

Let us admit that everybody loves a theme. It might not be a 

very very strict theme but people enjoy the party when a theme is 
there. A theme actually adds more fun and life to a party. Don't go 
overboard but give a little crazy thinking while choosing a party 
theme. 

Yes, life's in the details. It's the little things that make people smile, 
and remember even long after your party is over. Keep in mind the 
likes and dislikes of your guests. If you have kids accompanying the 
adults in the party, remember to keep their food and drinks 
preference in mind.

 When you are throwing a party at home, don't behave like a caterer. 
Don't run around like a worried soul. Remember, it's just a party. The 
whole point of a party is to spend time with your guests in the spirit of 
celebration. So, just relax and soak in the mood of fun and revelry.

It's all in the details:

Be a relaxed host:

Give your 

have a romantic essence 
to it, don't you think?

5 cool makeover 
tips for your 

How to take care of your 
Woollen clothes
� Use lukewarm water and baby 

shampoo or a light detergent for 
washing woollen clothes.
� Regularly brush up your coats and 

jackets to avoid any bacteria breeding 
on them.
� Dry them in the shade; else they will 

lose their colour and sheen.
� Fold and then store the heavy sweaters 

instead of hanging them.
� Try wearing the woollen clothes after 

a gap of two or three days as it takes 
times for them to regain their original 
shape.

Room
Interior designer Rakshita 
Singh gives some simple 

design tips that can add some 
drama in your bedroom decor.

Woollens are hard 

to maintain but 

they can last you a 

long time if you 

take good care of 

them. Few tips to 

maintain your 

woollens:

When you are entertaining, do it with a 

sense of ease and elegance. Here are 

four simple ways to throw a party which 

will make the guests feel at home

Bedroom 
a romantic touch

Candles can work wonders — they are what 
romance is all about. the mysterious light and 
shadow effect of a candle can give a very 
special aura to your bedroom. Bright, harsh 
bulbs are a big no-no. For the ideal romantic 
look dim, soft lights are key. Use heavy 
curtains to escape the glare of harsh street-
lights. Of course, table and floor lamps are 

indispensable.

A bed that looks comfortable is a basic 
essential here. Four-poster beds look 
romantic. Use light fabric drapes in pastel 
shades around the bed to get a soft look. 
When it comes to bedspreads and covers, 
avoid rough and uncomfortable fabrics 

Make it comfortable:
— soft, smooth and comfortable ones like 
satin, silk and very good quality airy cotton 
are essential. Using sexy colours makes your 
room look, well, sexy. Choose bright bold 
colours like red, orange or rust.
Place plush pillows on the bed of different 
sizes to make it look comfortable and 
inviting. Two large pillows, four medium 

rectangular pillows and around four to five smaller 
square cushions. A fluffy and soft comforter can add 
to the romantic look.

Curtains spell romance — pretty, flimsy, sheer 
curtains that sway with the breeze, light ones in 
lovely pastel shades that leave you feeling calm and 
relaxed. Of course, you should also have those heavy 
drapes to guard your privacy.

Romance is about titillating the senses and the sense 
of smell is important. Spraying room freshener is 
passe. Opt for fragrances of incense sticks, scented 
sachet, aromatic candles in lavender, vanilla, and 
camomile etc. Go and have fun doing up your 
bedroom!

Prioritise privacy:

Indulge the senses:

Keep the magic alive:

All about the 'we' not 'me':

Add some romantic drama:

Make a cozy nook:

Light it right:

 Dedicate one wall of your room to your partner 
with a large number of tiny framed photographs 
in a heart shape. This will remind you of each 
other and the best times you have spent together. 
It will also help to keep the magic alive.

 It's not about his or her, BUT it's about 'WE'. Opt 
for more neutral tones of colour like beige, purple 
and whites when renovating a room for a newly 
married couple.

 Add some extra canopy of cloth in your bedroom 
to add some drama and closure. Choose and name 
your bed sides before you get hitched by putting 
the name above your bed heads.

Adding a love seat in a bright and attractive 
colour to your bedroom decor can jazz it up.

 Add some drama by adding tea lights and lamps 
in the corner of your rooms. It does make it 
romantic.

 

Bedroom 
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