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Rupesh Solanki  A great deal
has changed in human life in the
modern age. Messages have re-
placed handwritten letters, video
calls have taken the place of
face-to-face meetings, online
shopping has replaced visits to
markets, and sending emojis on
social media has become a com-
mon way of expressing emo-
tions. Technology has made life
easier, but amid this conve-
nience, a question is gradually
emerging: Have people truly
come closer to one another, or
have they merely become closer
to their screens?Today, people
have the convenience of commu-
nicating with someone sitting in
any corner of the world, yet they
often have no time to talk to
someone sitting right beside
them at home. Thousands of
contacts are stored on mobile
phones, but finding someone
with whom one can share per-
sonal feelings without hesitation
has become difficult. Pictures of
happiness are posted on social
media, but hardly anyone has the
time to understand the sadness
hidden behind those very pho-
tographs.There was a time when
family members would gather in
the courtyard as evening ap-

proached. They would share the
experiences of the day, laughter
would fill the atmosphere, and
the wisdom of elders would offer
valuable lessons about life.
Today, everyone may be together
at home, yet each person remains
confined to a separate world
within a screen. Even people liv-
ing under the same roof can
gradually become distant from
one another. This distance can-
not be measured in kilometres,
because it is a distance between
hearts and emotions.Technology
is not bad. It is an excellent tool
that makes human life more con-
venient. The problem arises
when, instead of technology
serving our time and needs, we
begin to live according to its de-
mands. A mobile phone should
remain in our hands, not take
control of our relationships and
emotions.We should occasion-
ally ask ourselves how many
hours we spend on our mobile
phones each day and how many
minutes we devote to listening
carefully to our family members.
We read someone's message im-
mediately, yet we often take too
long to recognise the sadness in
the eyes of the person sitting
right in front of us. This is one of
the strange realities of modern 

life.Keeping relationships alive
does not require expensive gifts
or grand celebrations. Listening
to someone patiently, spending a
little time with elders, laughing
wholeheartedly with children,
and calling a friend during diffi-
cult times to ask, "How are you
really doing?"** — these small
gestures hold great meaning in
life.We should learn new tech-
nologies, move forward in the
digital world, and adapt to
changing times. However, we
must not lose our humanity,
warmth, and emotions in the pro-
cess. 

When Everything Has Gone Online, Who
Can a Person Share Their Feelings With?

Mahanagar Metro Desk
Ahmedabad / Madhya Pradesh:
According to claims circulating on-
line, Sagar Chandra Sagar has been
accused of inappropriate conduct in-
volving female Jain ascetics. Ques-
tions have also been raised regarding
alleged financial irregularities and
the use of donations collected in the
name of religious activities.How-
ever, these allegations have not been
independently verified. The authen-
ticity and context of material report-
edly circulating online must be
established through a fair investiga-
tion, and no individual should be
considered guilty without credible
evidence and due legal
process.Questions Over Religious
InstitutionsThe controversy has
brought renewed attention to ac

countability within religious or gani-
zations and the protection of women
who dedicate their lives to religious
service.Community leaders and reli-
gious institutions must ensure that
complaints of misconduct are ad
dressed transparently and fairly. Any 

credible allegations of exploitation,
abuse, or financial wrongdoing
should be referred to the appropriate
authorities for investigation.The
issue also raises concerns about
maintaining public trust in religious
institutions that are expected to up-
hold principles of truth, non-vio-
lence, discipline, and
renunciation.Abhay Chopra's Role
Under DiscussionThe material pro-

vided for this report also identifies
Abhay Chopra as a media adviser
associated with Sagar Chandra
Sagar. According to the claims,
Chopra has disputed reports con-
cerning the individual and circulated
responses challenging their accu-
racy.The matter raises questions
about how representatives of reli-
gious figures respond to media
scrutiny. All parties should be given
a fair opportunity to present their po-
sitions, while journalists should be
able to investigate matters of legiti-
mate public interest without intimi-
dation.Claims concerning financial
dealings, improper influence, or at-
tempts to suppress reporting require
documentary evidence and indepen-
dent verification before they can be
presented as facts. 

Serious Allegations Against Jain Monk Sagar Chandra
Sagar Raise Questions Over Religious Accountability
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Matheran

Travel

Top 10 places to visit in 

Matheran
admiring some mesmerising views, while 
inhaling fresh air that is a rarity in cities. 
Panorama Point also serves as a good sunrise 
and sunset point. People often trek to this 
place from their hotel at dawn to see the 
sunrise. Don't forget to carry your Matheran's 
entry ticket along as you'll re-enter the town 
after returning from Panorama Point.
Collapse

Alexander Point
Alexander Point is almost 1.5 km from the 
marketplace (a 20-minute walk), and is easy to 
reach in terms of distance, navigation and 
slope. It's a very pleasant walk from one's 
hotel to this point as you walk through woods, 
on a very narrow path over red soil, interacting 
with green trees. The peak offers good views 
of other points of the region and the valley 
below. I will call this point as a bigger version 
of Sunrise Point (Khandala Point) because it 
gives the same view as Sunrise Point, but 
comparatively has ample space. No doubt that 
it is more crowded as compared to other places 
because it's quite close to the toy train station. 
Alexander Point has some snack stalls that 
serve fresh juice, soda and Maharashtrian 
snacks to satiate your hunger. During the peak 
season, there is zip-lining option available 
from here to Rambaug Point, costing INR 
350-500 per head. I am very cautious about 
the safety measures taken by adventure sports 
organisers. I saw a few Europeans doing it and 
they told me that Matheran's zip-lining is quite 
safe as compared to a few popular tourist 
destinations in Europe.

One Tree Hill Point
One Tree Hill Point is almost 4 km away from 
the marketplace, taking around an hour to 
walk up to this place. It's better to take a horse 
or a hand-pulled rickshaw. This point is 
named as One Tree Hill Point because a tree 
stands right on the top of the peak, and there is 
no other vegetation around except some grass. 
This beauty is at its best in the monsoon 
season. Some other tourist group told us that 
this is the southernmost tip of Matheran. The 
view from this peak is really spectacular as 
you can see Karjat, Mumbai-Pune highway, 

Panvel city, Chowk village and a few other 
vantage points of Matheran. To get the best 
view of this peak, walk all the way to the edge 
and then only you'll be able to notice that why 
this point is called One Tree Hill. There is a 
trekking path from Ambewadi to One Tree Hill 
Point, which is pretty easy and can be done by 
beginners also. It takes almost 3.5 hours to 
climb up and 2.5 hours to descend. I'll advise to 
avoid this trek during monsoons or hire a 
guide.

King George Point
King George Point is almost 2.7 km (a 40-
minute walk) from the marketplace. It takes 
around 10 minutes to walk here from Charlotte 
Lake. Many people say that it's a sin to go to 
Matheran and come back without visiting this 
vantage point. The sight from this peak is 
really majestic as it offers a picturesque view 
of the lake and waterfalls, and a large valley 
surrounded by three hills. The view is 
mesmerising and nature lovers can definitely 
sit here for hours. People prefer to come here in 
groups in the evening, take a walk, watch the 
sunset and enjoy baked corn with a cup of 
ginger tea. Sounds amazing, isn't it!

Charlotte Lake
Charlotte Lake is almost 2.5 km away from the 
marketplace, which is approximately a 35-
minute walk. Although the walk is a bit tiring, 
the breathtaking view and cold breeze take 
away all the fatigue. There is a little waterfall 
near the lake which is a treat for the eyes 
during monsoons. During other seasons, either 
it is dry or the water is too less. Clear lake 
water, green backdrop and flawless waterfall 
look amazing. For a moment, you would 
certainly think of owning a house at a place 
that would offer such view. Lake area has got 
amazing birdlife and we got to know this when 
we met some passionate bird photographers 
here. Some people also like to visit Pisarnath 
Temple, which is situated to the left of the lake. 
You should stay here to watch the sunset 
because it looks stunning when the red-golden 
light reflects on the water. Locals told us that 
this lake supplies drinking water to Matheran 
and hence, swimming, fishing and boating are 

When life in a metro is taking over your 
existence too swiftly and your heart 
strongly desires to escape to a timeless 
zone for some peaceful self-realisation 
moments far from the deafening, tainted 
and fast city life—don't you just wish to 
time travel to a peaceful world? We don't 
have a time machine, but we are blessed to 
have Matheran, which is India's lowest hill 
station positioned 800 m above sea level in 
Western Ghats in the Indian state of 
Maharashtra (90 km from Mumbai). The 
peculiar thing about this place is its 
pollution free environment as no motor 
vehicle is permitted inside the town, 
making it Asia's only automobile free hill 
station. Fresh air, picturesque beauty and 
enchanting landscapes make it a serene 
place. Most of the tourists unwind 
themselves during a day trip or a weekend 
trip, but those who love nature won't mind 
spending an entire week here.

What to see
There are many places to visit in Matheran, 
such as Sunset Point, Sunrise Point, Louisa 
Point, Echo Point and Honeymoon Point. 
Also popular are Charlotte Lake, King 
George Point, One Tree Hill Point, 
Alexander Point and Panorama Point that 
compel you to appreciate nature even 
more. Hand-pulled rickshaws and horses 
are used as modes of transportation inside 
the town. One man quoted INR 600 
(negotiable) for a horse for 3 hours for 
around 10-15 sightseeing points. We 
thought of not doing things in a hurry and 
hence decided to walk on foot so that we 
can closely interact with the place. Horses 
are a good option if you are in Matheran 
just for a day or you want to visit some 
place too far with a steep hike. Mainly old 
people are seen availing the facility of 
hand-pulled rickshaws.

How to reach
Mumbai is the nearest metro city to 
Matheran. You can take a local train till 
Nera l  (don ' t  ge t  confused  wi th  
Nerul—another station in Mumbai—as the 
two are very far from each other). After 
reaching Neral, you can either opt for a toy 
train or a shared taxi to reach Matheran. 
Both these options cost almost the same 
(INR 70), but with a trade-off between an 
enjoyable experience and time. Toy train 
takes almost 2.5 hours while halting at 
various small stations. It provides a closer 
view of varying landscapes on one side and 
mountains on the other. On the other hand, 
taxi takes a maximum of 20 minutes to 
reach the town. I enjoyed the experience of 
toy train while going to Matheran, and 
decided to save time by taking taxi while 
heading back to Mumbai. A compulsory 
tax of INR 50 is levied on every visitor, and 
it has to be paid while entering the town.

Panorama Point
Panorama Point is the most exciting and 
the farthest viewpoint in Matheran. It is 
almost 7.5 km away from the marketplace. 
Taking a horse is probably the best. 
Another option is to take a toy train from 
the marketplace to the next station, but you 
will be required to walk at least 2 km. 
Horse ride takes 45-60 minutes to transport 
you from your hotel to this fairyland. The 
path is little bit rocky and hence, your back 
might start hurting after a while, but it's an 
unforgettable odyssey—you go through 
the forest hearing singing birds, breeze and 
horse's clip-clop, while having occasional 
glimpses of varying landscapes. The views 
from Panorama Point are incredibly 
stunning and beyond my words. This point 
offers a 360-degree view of Matheran and 
surrounding areas. You can also spot 
Sunset Point from here. Being remotely 
located, this point is even more secluded 
than Honeymoon Point. You can lie down 
in the lap of nature and thank god for 
introducing you to this heaven on earth. 
This place is also a good picnic spot and a 
photographer's paradise. One can click 
multiple panoramic pictures here without 
any intervention. Spend some time 

compel you to settle down here for a moment. 
This is a unique point in Matheran as it offers two 
different picturesque views. From one point, you 
can see the sky touching the mountains and a 
civilisation located far in a valley. If you visit 
during monsoon, you'll also be captivated by 
waterfalls. Another view is of Lake Charlotte that 
looks like a diamond necklace when seen from 
here. Louisa Point also offers a clear view of 
Prabal Fort. All these different views are 
intriguing and one can spend hours gazing at 
them. We sat there, soaked in the beauty of the 
place and relishing moments of silence.
This place is known as a photographer's paradise 
in Matheran because it offers panoramic views of 
mountains, peaks, valleys, lake and waterfalls. In 
most of the travel portals, blogs and magazines, 
Matheran has been represented by using Louisa 
Point's pictures. During the peak season, photo 
points are a little crowded and sometimes you 
need to be patient for your view to be 'people 
free', but all your waiting time is worth those 
beautiful, dreamy and wallpaper pictures. Some 
people also stay at Louisa Point to watch the 
sunset.

Sunrise Point
Sunrise Point, also known as Khandala Point, is 
located alongside the marketplace. This place is 
serene in the morning as very few people are able 
to make it to the sunrise. Sitting here quietly 
works wonders as you hear the chirping of birds, 
sound of breeze striking against trees and music 
composed by tree leaves. Our ancestors used to 
say that when you see a rising sun, it gives you 
tremendous energy. Sun rising above glorious 
mountains with golden reddish sky forming the 
backdrop unquestionably make for a beautiful 
sight and give you positive energy. I did yoga at 
sunrise for 20 minutes and definitely felt very 
energetic that day as compared to other days 
where I follow a different lifestyle. It's 5-15 
minutes' walk from the marketplace, depending 
on the location of your hotel. Ask some local 
person or the receptionist of your hotel about 
sunrise time for the next day, before you go to bed 
at night. Sunrise time mentioned on the internet 

can be wrong sometimes and you obviously don't 
want to miss this sight. Videos recorded at sunrise 
are just perfect and can be used in any of your 
travel videos. I ended up with a shaky sunrise 
video because my view was obstructed by other 
photo enthusiasts and hands started trembling 
after a couple of minutes. So, I recommend taking 
your tripod along, if you intend to record the 
sunrise. While heading back to your hotel after 
seeing the sunrise, I would propose to indulge 
your taste buds in lip-smacking breakfast that has 
kandha poha and jalebi.

strictly prohibited. Any activity that tends to 
contaminate the lake water is banned. 
Nonetheless, it is a good picnic spot; just make 
sure that you don't leave any wrapper or garbage 
behind. It can be quite a hike while going back to 
your hotel, so if you are tired, take a horse or 
hand-pulled rickshaw.

Honeymoon Point
Honeymoon Point is very tranquil and offers a 
wonderful view of Matheran's splendid 
mountains. From here, one can see Prabal Fort, 
various valleys accommodating civilisations and 
a beautiful sky that changes colours at dusk. The 
view of mountains from Honeymoon Point is 
such that you would call them 'Indian Grand 
Canyon'. There is no factual explanation as to 
why this point has been named Honeymoon 
Point. I brainstormed and came up with a few 
reasons. One hypothesis says that this place is a 
little secluded because you actually need to cross 
some bushes to reach here. Second is that it offers 
a romantic view. Both facts are good enough to 
name this peak as Honeymoon Point. My group 
spent perfect 30 minutes of mindfulness hearing 
nothing but the sound of air and leaves, which left 
us rejuvenated. It was like meditation. Not many 
people visit this point, so you spend undisturbed 
moments lying down and gazing at the sky while 
talking to your partner. Some people even enjoy 
picnicking here. Make sure that you carry your 
trash with you and dispose off in a dustbin. This 
point is very close to Louisa Point 
and Echo Point; and similar to them, 
it is a very good subject to be 
captured through lens as it is rarely 
crowded. Hence, it gives the 
freedom to amateur photographers 
to experiment with different angles 
and lenses to capture a variety of 
pictures and improve their skill.

Echo Point
Echo Point lies in the vicinity of 
Louisa Point, which can be seen 
from here. As the name suggests, 
you hear your screams and yells 
echo at this peak. High-pitched kids 
are a common sight here. We even 
saw adults going crazy to hear their 
voice back. We got to know about it 
when a group of almost 20 
screaming people captured my 
attention. Funny, isn't it?
The vantage point offers the best 
view of the Western Ghats and is 
very crowded during daytime. So, 
it's advisable to visit here early in the 
morn ing .  One  o f  t he  bes t  
experiences we had here was 
crossing the valley by zip-lining. 
Mostly, zip-lining is offered by 
some local tour operators during the peak tourist 
season. There are a few stalls here that offer a 
variety of local food like vada pav and kandha 
poha, along with bottled water and soda. So, it's 
good to relax here for a while and admire nature in 
its full glory.

Louisa Point
Louisa Point is almost 1.5 km away from the 
marketplace and will take around 20 minutes to 
reach here on foot. If it's a clear sunny day, this 
place will offer you breathtaking views that will 
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went to Spain, the tourism minister told me a lot of people 
want to come to India as they love Bollywood, but they don't 
have direct flights and find it difficult to get visas on arrival, 
that is currently offered to only citizens of nine countries. I 
am in talks with the home ministry to extend it to about 40 
countries.
Your favourite holiday destination?
Internationally, I love going to Switzerland. I went there 
many times for my shooting and I loved the Alps, the 
tranquility, cleanliness, the greenery and the warmth of the 
people there. In India, there are lots of places that I love, but 
my favourite is Kashmir. Till the terrorism problem 
happened, for almost a decade, every summer I would be 
shooting there. I also like Goa, as it is happening and is lively 
and affordable. My family would always join me in the 
summer holidays when I shot in Kashmir.
A few months back, my family members went to Jammu and 
Kashmir for a holiday. I had planned to go but could not. 
They said they missed me as they got nostalgic remembering 
the times and places where they jumped, slid and sledged as 
kids. Just hearing this from them made me so happy.
Do you miss being a part of the film industry?

If Charan (Ram Charan) was not there, I would have 
missed it. But I have no regrets since he 

took over and I feel connected to 
films through him. He is hard-

working and focused and I 
am happy that he is no 

longer the brat that he 
was as a child.

Milind Deora, 
M i n i s t e r  o f  
s t a t e  f o r  
shipping
What excited 
y o u  t o  
d e v e l o p  
t h e s e  
lighthouses?
Our ministry 
r u n s  1 8 0  

l i g h t h o u s e s  
a l o n g  t h e  

coastline of India. 
They are important 

navigational tools for 
ships, but I realised that 

t h e y  c a n  b e c o m e  
i m p o r t a n t  t o u r i s t  

destinations. And of the three we 
have identified, India's first will be 

developed just off the coast of Mumbai. It's 
a unique lighthouse and you have to sail to the island 

that makes it attractive for tourists. It's a historical island with 
a fort built around it by Kanhoji Angre. We feel that the 
partnership with the ministry of tourism should have 
happened a long time ago. But, better late than never.
These are beautiful assets waiting to be exploited for tourism. 
When I studied in Boston, I saw that the entire east coast of 
America has a number of lighthouses. It adds a full maritime 
experience and Europe and US do it naturally and very well. 
If we can recreate that in India, we can attract a lot of tourists 
both from India and abroad. Mumbai is one of the best coastal 
cities and this is the most underutilised asset we have. We live 
in Mumbai, but don't even know what it is like to go to the 
sea. People around the world appreciate it, look after it well 
and even exploit it as a government. To me, it is exciting, 
personally and professionally.
Your favourite holiday destination?
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. It's just by default that I have 
become minister of shipping, but I love the sea, I love 
swimming and diving.

Mumbai to get India’s first 
lighthouse tourist destination

He wanted to examine whether we could make the lighthouse 
into a tourist destination and asked if the Times of India 
would support the initiative. So we agreed to meet at 6 am at 
the Gateway of India and took a 40-minute boat ride to the 
island. Throughout the way, we could not help but marvel at 
the fact that our sea looked as beautiful as any other part of the 
world, but it was just that we had not seen its potential, as a 
country, to exploit it for tourism.
I was excited with the possibility of we Indians also getting an 
experience in our country that we otherwise, only see as 
tourists in other countries. Months after our visiting the 
island, the Ministry of Tourism has finally given its consent to 
the Ministry of Shipping and jointly, they have started to 
develop three lighthouses, that they have identified, into 
tourist destinations — Kanhoji Angre in Mumbai, the 
Dolphin's Nose in Vishakhapatnam and Mahabalipuram 
lighthouse about 40 kms south of Chennai. The first to be 
launched would be, of course, the one in Mumbai. We bring 
you excerpts of our exclusive conversation with the two 
ministers:
Dr K. Chiranjeevi, union Minister of state for tourism
Have you visited any of the international lighthouses?

Once as a brand ambassador of a beverage brand, I was 
supposed to shoot an ad in South Africa in a lighthouse. But 
I couldn't make it due to my tight schedule, but thanks to the 
graphics the ad showed me in the lighthouse and it looked 

Oskar Schindler, made famous in the movie Schindler's 
List.You can now visit Schindler's Enamelware Factory 
in Kazimierz. Kazimierz is also home to several 
churches, synagogues and museums and makes for a 
good walking tour.
Wieliczka Salt Mines: Built in the 13th century, these 
were one of the oldest salt mines still in operation until 
2007. You can see statues, chapels and other things 
crafted out of rock salt.
Krakow offers some interesting tours. One is a cycling 
tour of the city (http://www.cooltourcompany.com/). 
The other is a communist tour of Krakow as it was a East 
E u r o p e a n  c o m m u n i s t  h u b .  T r y  
http://www.crazyguides.com/krakow_tours/. They take 
you in a cool communist era vehicle called Trabant, 
making it complete. You can also do a tour of the Jewish 

quarter and some of these are free!
More than the sights, the best experience in Krakow 
is to park yourself in the old town square, in one of 
the many open air restaurants and hear music being 
played and take in the general joie de vivre.
Visit Planty Park and play chess on one of the 
available boards. You can also catch festivals, 
fireworks and other events by the river.

Closure Line

Though not on top of the regular Indian travel list, 
Krakow is a wonderful getaway that is rich both in 
history and the relaxed yet lively experience it 
offers. Make this part of your Europe itinerary and 
you won't regret it.

Krakow is the cultural capital of Poland. It's history goes back to 

the 4th century. It is considered one of the most beautiful cities 

of Eastern Europe and is on the UNESCO World Heritage list. 

Rediscovering the 
wonders of Pune

Rediscovering the 
wonders of Pune

Heritage and history have always 
been a part of the city's charm. Over 
the next few days, we will showcase 
what we believe to be our city's 15 
wonders. We have also organised 
visits to some of these heritage 
destinations.
Nana Wada
History: The Nana Wada, built in 
1780, adopting Gothic structures, 
used to be the home of Nanasaheb 
Phadnavis, an influential minister 
and statesman of the Maratha empire 
during the Peshwa administration. 
This  wada  i s  a  l a rge  s ix -
quadrangled, perimeter-protected 
construction. Back then, the Krishna 
river used to flow beside the Nana 
Wada, which had steps leading to the 
river. The Nana Wada has been a 
preferred location for many 
Bollywood filmmakers to shoot 
their movies. Mrityudand, Goonj 
Uthi Shehnai, Jis Desh Me Ganga 
Rehata Hai, and Swades are a just a 
few such examples.
To see: Among the things to look out 
for are the few temples behind the 
Nana Wada that have beautiful 
Peshwai pictures on their walls. 
Another interesting thing is a huge 
bell housed in the temple premises 
which was won by the Peshwas in 
the war of Vasai in 1707 against the 
British. Nana Wada can be visited 
from 11 am to 6 pm daily.

f a n t a s t i c .  N o w,  o n c e  t h e s e  
lighthouses are built, Milind and I can 
actually stand on the lighthouse and give a shot.

Are you enjoying being a minister as much as you 
enjoyed being an actor?
I enjoyed being an actor in the 30 years of my film career. 
After that, I think venturing into politics is a way to give 
back. I used to do some philanthropic work but with the 
political platform, I can contribute in a bigger way. On the 
lighter side, as an actor, your acting hours are limited but as 
a minister, it is unlimited. I remember when the Prime 
Minister appointed me, he said, 'We have rightfully chosen 
you as a tourism minister as you have enormous experience 
and you have gone all over the world as an actor, so you 
know how to enhance, uplift and encourage our tourism 
sector. You can be a brand ambassador for your ministry.' 
Our three big constraints for building tourism are 
connectivity, hygiene and the safety and security of our 
tourist places. Many countries find it difficult to get a visa 
and would like us to give them a visa on arrival. When I 
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 Poland

Its cobbled streets, beautiful monuments, streets 
filled with music and art and charming old square 
make it a wonderful option for an enchanting 
history rich getaway.
How to get there
By Air
All leading airlines fly from Delhi, Bangalore and 
Mumbai to Krakow, via Frankfurt, 
Moscow, Berlin or several other 
destinations in Europe. It also has a direct 
connection to several European cities and 
would make a good base for exploring the 
rest of the continent.
By Bus
Buses and trams make it easy to travel 
around Krakow, though you can happily 
walk for large parts of the city. You can 
buy tickets at ticket machines or on board. 
Keep change handy. For ease of travel, 
pick up the Krakow Tourist Card that 
gives you free travel on buses and trams. 
It comes in 60zl and 80zl denomination 
with two or three day validity. 
http://www.krakow.pl/english/6243,arty
kul,krakow_tourist_card.html
Where to stay
There are enough stay options in Krakow. 
You can choose from star hotels to 
boutique hotels, apartments and hostels. I 
stayed at the Sheraton, which gives a 
wonderful view of the river and castle. 
F o r  a p a r t m e n t s ,  c h e c k  o u t  
www.apartmentcracow.com. For Dorm 
accommodations, try The Secret Garden 
Hostel (www.thesecretgarden.pl). You'll 
also find well known chains like Novotel and 
Radisson and Ibis.
Food
There are lots of options. Try a traditional Polish 
Milk Bar or a traditional brewery for the authentic 
local experience. If you can afford it, try a restaurant 
called Wierzynek. It's been around since 1364 
(really) and hosted royal banquets!
Places of Interest
Plenty! Though it saw the worst of Nazis, Krakow 
was fortunate to not be completely destroyed during 
WWII. The Old Town is a historic location, as is 
Kazimierz (former Jewish Quarter). Old Town must 
visits include the majestic Wawel Castle, Cloth Hall 
(a merchant's market since the middle ages), St 
Mary's Basilica and the Town Hall Tower.
The Royal castle on Wawel Hill includes a 
Cathedral as well, apart from other treasures inside 
its fortified walls.
Kazimierz has a sad history as Jews were persecuted 
here by the Nazis during World War II. A large 
number of Jews were saved by the businessman 

Krakow: Cultural
 capital of  PolandUniversity of Pune

History: The main building of the 
University of Pune was made in 
1864. During the British Raj, it 
was the official residence of the 
governor of Bombay and post-
independence, the building was 
restored for academic and official 
purposes.
Inspired by Prince Albert 
Osborne's house on the Isle of 

Wight, it was built at a cost of around 
1,75,000 Sterling Pound, which was 
nearly six times the amount raised by 
the sale of the previous Governor's 
residence.
To see: A little ahead of the building is 
a small pond, with a stone prison right 
in the middle of it. During the British 
era, crocodiles were kept in the pond 
that surrounded the prisoners in their 
cells. The University can be visited 
between 8 am-6 pm with prior 
permission.
Parvati
History: Located at a height of 2,100 
feet above sea level, Parvati is one of 
the highest points in the city and gives 
an excellent panoramic bird's eye 
view of Pune. The Parvati houses a 
temple complex and one needs to 
climb and a total of 103 steps to reach 
the top. The main temple was built by 
Shrimant Nana Saheb Peshwa in 1749 
and was visited by the Prince of 
Wales, Albert Edward, during his visit 
to India in 1875. Apart from its 
historical importance, it is also a hot 
favourite among fitness enthusiasts, 
who come here daily for their morning 
and evening walks.
To see: Other than the temple, the 
complex also has a museum housing 
artefacts from the Peshwa period. The 
Parvati gates are open for the general 
public from 5.00 am to 8.00 pm.

It was a 

few months ago when I got a 

call from our young Minister of Shipping 

Milind Deora asking me if I would like to take 

a trip to the nearby Kanhoji Angre 

lighthouse, just off the coast of 

Mumbai.

Rediscovering the 
wonders of Pune

Rediscovering the 
wonders of Pune
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