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YUSUF PATHAN’S VADODARA LAND ALLOTMENT SPARKS

POLITICAL CONTROVERSY: CONGRESS QUESTIONS FREE

PLOT AND 45% CONCESSION, THREATENS MASS PROTEST
Mahanagar Metro Desk
AHMEDABAD: A political contro-
versy has erupted in Gujarat over a
proposed government land allotment
in Vadodara involving former interna-
tional cricketer and Trinamool
Congress (TMC) Member of Parlia-
ment Yusuf Pathan. The Congress
party has questioned the terms of the
proposed allotment, alleging that the
decision raises concerns about politi-
cal favouritism, transparency and the
use of public land. Gujarat Congress
spokesperson Nishant Rawal has de-
manded a clear explanation from the
state government and the Vadodara
Municipal Corporation (VMC), while
warning that the party could launch a
major public agitation if the disputed
resolution is not withdrawn.The con-
troversy centres on a 978-square-
metre government plot in Vadodara.
According to a press statement issued
by Rawal, Pathan had reportedly
sought the allotment of the land in
2012, but the matter remained pending
for several years. The issue has now
returned to the political spotlight fol-
lowing a municipal decision concern-
ing the proposed transfer of the plot.
The Congress has questioned why the
matter has progressed at this stage and
whether the terms offered are consis-
tent with the rules governing the dis-
posal of public land.500 SQUARE
METRES PROPOSED FREE, RE-

MAINING 478 SQUARE METRES
AT A DISCOUNTAccording to the al-
legations outlined by the Congress
spokesperson, the proposed arrange-
ment involves 500 square metres of
land being allotted without charge,
while the remaining 478 square metres
would be transferred at a concession
of approximately 45% on the govern-
ment-assessed value.The Congress has
argued that such terms require a de-
tailed public explanation, particularly
because government land is a public
asset and its transfer should follow es-
tablished rules, valuation procedures
and approval mechanisms.The party
has called for clarity on how the land
was valued, what regulations were ap-
plied, why the proposed concession
was considered appropriate and which
authorities approved the arrangement.
It has also questioned whether compa-
rable benefits are available to other ap-
plicants seeking residential plots.The
exact financial implications of the pro-
posed arrangement cannot be estab-
lished from the allegations alone. The
official VMC resolution, land valua-
tion records and relevant government
orders would be necessary to deter-
mine the precise terms and the extent
of any financial
concession.CONGRESS QUES-
TIONS WHY THE PROPOSAL RE-
MAINED PENDING SINCE 2012A
central point raised by Nishant Rawal

concerns the reported timeline of the
proposal. According to the Congress
statement, the request dates back to
2012, yet the matter remained unre-
solved for years before coming under
renewed consideration.Rawal has
questioned the circumstances sur-
rounding the timing of the decision
and called on the authorities to explain
the administrative process behind it.
The Congress has suggested that the
timing deserves scrutiny, although any
connection between the allotment and
political considerations would need to
be established through evidence.The
party has also raised broader questions
about consistency in the government's
treatment of public representatives and
ordinary citizens. It argues that deci-
sions involving public land should be
based on transparent criteria rather
than political affiliations or individual
influence.The issue has consequently
become a wider debate about the man-
agement of municipal assets, the stan-
dards applied to special allotments and
the importance of making the deci-

sion-making process accessible to
public scrutiny.NISHANT RAWAL
QUESTIONS THE BJP GOVERN-
MENT’S POLICYIn his criticism of
the proposed allotment, Gujarat
Congress spokesperson Nishant
Rawal has questioned whether the
same level of financial assistance or
concession would be extended to eco-
nomically weaker families and mid-
dle-income households struggling to
secure residential property.Rawal has
challenged the state government to ex-
plain what provisions exist for ordi-
nary citizens who cannot afford
market-rate land. He has argued that if
substantial concessions can be consid-
ered in an individual case, the govern-
ment should clarify the broader policy
governing such benefits.The Congress
spokesperson has also referred to op-
position politicians who have joined or
supported the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA), using
those comparisons to question
whether political realignments could
influence the distribution of govern-
ment benefits.These statements repre-
sent the Congress party's political
position on the matter. Whether the
proposed allotment involved preferen-
tial treatment would depend on the ap-
plicable rules, the documented
decision-making process and evidence
concerning the reasons for the ap-
proval. 
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Author: Rupesh Solanki,  Faith
and culture hold a special place
in human life. Our traditions are
not limited merely to religious
rituals; they also convey lessons
about the art of living, a sense of
duty, and responsibility towards
society. When weapons are wor-
shipped at a particular place, an
important question arises along-
side the ritual: How should
power be used, and for what pur-
pose?Weapons are symbols of
power, but true strength does not
lie merely in possessing or car-
rying weapons. True strength lies
in protecting the innocent, rais-
ing one's voice against injustice,
and maintaining peace in society.
Holding a weapon may represent
power, but having self-restraint
in one's mind and humanity in
one's heart reflects true values
and character.The police force
occupies an extremely important
position in our society. Maintain-
ing law and order, protecting cit-
izens, taking action against
crime, and coming forward to
help people during difficult times
are all responsibilities carried on
the shoulders of police person-
nel. Therefore, religious cere-
monies and traditional worship
conducted within police depart-

ments should not be viewed
merely as religious occasions;
they should also be associated
with a commitment to duty, dis-
cipline, and public service.How-
ever, there is also a question
worth reflecting upon. When we
worship power, do we show the
same dedication towards respect-
ing humanity? When we give
importance to the instruments of
security, do we give equal impor-
tance to the trust of citizens?
After all, the true strength of any
institution does not lie in the re-
sources it possesses, but in the
trust it earns in the hearts of the
people.The purpose of weapons
should not be to spread fear, but
to create a society free from fear.
The purpose of law should not
merely be to punish offenders,
but also to strengthen people's
faith in justice. Similarly, author-
ity does not mean simply exer-
cising power; it also means
fulfilling one's responsibilities
with sincerity.In today's world,
as society faces numerous chal-
lenges, we need sensitivity
alongside strength, compassion
alongside discipline, and a sense
of duty alongside authority. The
success of any system is truly es-
tablished only when an ordinary
citizen can raise concerns with<

out fear and retain the hope of re-
ceiving justice.Ultimately, the
worship of weapons reminds us
of the importance of power, but
the value of humanity teaches us
how to use that power correctly.
The power that gives courage to
the weak, serves as a shield
against injustice, and preserves
peace in society is the power that
truly deserves respect.

Worship of Weapons or Responsibility for
Power? A Question That Makes Society Reflect…

Mahanagar Metro Desk
Gujarat: A controversy surrounding
Jain monk Sagar Chandra Sagar has
sparked discussion and concern
within sections of the Jain commu-
nity, following allegations involving
inappropriate communications with
female Jain ascetics, financial irreg-
ularities and coordinated social
media efforts to defend those facing
criticism.The allegations, which
have circulated through social media
and other channels, have raised
questions about religious account-
ability, transparency and the respon-
sibility of religious institutions to
uphold the principles of restraint,
non-violence and truth associated
with Jainism. The claims require in-
dependent verification, and the re-
sponses of the individuals concerned
remain important to establishing the
facts.Allegations of Inappropriate
Communications with Female As-
ceticsQuestions have reportedly
been raised over alleged explicit

video calls and sexually inappropri-
ate telephone conversations involv-
ing female Jain ascetics. These
allegations, if substantiated, would
raise serious concerns about the eth-
ical standards expected of religious
leaders and the protection of individ-
uals living within religious institu-
tions.The controversy has also
prompted concerns among members
of the Jain community about the
safety, dignity and well-being of fe-
male ascetics.Questions have further
emerged regarding whether influen-
tial members of the religious group
have intervened to defend individu-
als facing allegations of misconduct.
Any claims of protection or institu-
tional complicity would need to be
examined through credible evidence
and independent investigation.Ques-
tions Surrounding Financial Trans-
parencyApart from the allegations
concerning personal conduct, ques-
tions have also been raised about the
financial management of religious

ceremonies, including initiation cer-
emonies and other religious
events.Claims of substantial finan-
cial irregularities and the alleged
misuse of funds have circulated in
connection with the controversy.
However, these claims require veri-
fication through financial records,
documentary evidence and state-
ments from the relevant
parties.There are also allegations
that money may have been spent on
public relations activities and social
media campaigns intended to defend
those facing criticism. The nature,
funding and purpose of any such
campaigns would need to be inde-
pendently established.Questions
have reportedly been raised about
the authenticity and interpretation of
certain medical or laboratory reports
cited during the dispute. Any assess-
ment of these documents should be
based on verification by qualified
professionals and the relevant insti-
tutions rather than unverified online 

claims.Social Media Campaigns and
the Battle Over Public PerceptionSo-
cial media has become a major plat-
form for competing narratives
surrounding the controversy. Posts
and digital material defending Sagar
Chandra Sagar have circulated
alongside content critical of him. 

JAIN MONK SAGAR CHANDRA SAGAR FACES ALLEGATIONS OF MISCONDUCT
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Problems than our own

Relationships

Keep eyes shut, ears open 
to perceive others’ emotions

Engaging in two 

different tasks of 

watching and listening 

simultaneously may 

confuse the listener 

and hurt the 

performance of both 

the tasks.

Have you noticed how quickly we come up 
with solutions when a friend or a neighbour 
brings up issues related to their romantic 
relations or tensions at work while we 
struggle to work through our own personal 
problems?
This is because we approach our friends’ 
problems with clear-eyed objectivity, 
suggests new research. But when it comes to 
finding a solution to our own problems, we 

view them through a personal, flawed and 
emotional lens.
The new research, published in the journal 
Psychological Science, showed that those who 
are motivated to pursue virtue and go beyond 
their personal perspective deploy wiser 
reasoning to solve personal problems.
“Our findings suggest that people who value 
virtuous motives may be able to reason wisely 
for themselves and overcome personal biases 

observed in previous research,” said Alex 
Huynh of the University of Waterloo, Ontario, 
Canada.
“This is in part due to their ability to recognise 
that their perspectives may not be enough to 
fully understand a situation, a concept referred 
to as intellectual humility,” Huynh said.
Previous research has typically focused on 
how situations can affect a person’s level of 
wise reasoning, but these findings suggest that 

Do you want to feel empathetic towards 
others feelings? Paying attention by 
listening with your eyes closed may help, 
researchers say.
The study stated that while listening to one 
must keep the ears open and eyes shut 
because facial expression can mask 
emotions.
Moreover, engaging in two different tasks 
of watching and listening simultaneously 
may confuse the listener and hurt the 
performance of both the tasks, the 

researchers noted.
“Perhaps people are paying too much 
attention to the face, while the voice might 
have much of the content necessary to 
perceive others’ internal states accurately,” 
said Michael Kraus, Professor at the Yale 
University in Connecticut, US.
“The findings suggest that we should be 
focusing more on studying vocalisations of 
emotion,” Kraus added.
For the study, published in the journal 
American Psychologist, the researchers 
studied over 1,800 participants with five set 
of series with experiments, whereby 
individuals were asked either to interact 
with another person or were presented with 
an interaction between two others.
In some cases, participants were only able to 
listen and not look; in others, they were able 
to look but not listen; and some participants 
were allowed to both look and listen.
The results revealed that individuals who 
only listened without observing were able to 
identify the emotions being experienced by 
others more accurately.

personal motivations may also play a role.
“To our knowledge, this is the first research that 
empirically ties this conceptualisation of virtue 
with wisdom,” Huynh added.
“These findings open up new avenues for future 
research to investigate how to increase a 
person’s level of wisdom,” Huynh said.
The researchers recruited 267 university 

Why we are better at

Problems than our own
Friends Solving Friends 

As expected, participants who thought about a friend's dilemma 

considered wiser strategies to be more useful than did the 

participants who thought about their own personal issues.

students for this study.
The participants reported the extent to which they 
were motivated to pursue virtue by rating their 
agreement with statements like “I would like to 
contribute to others or the surrounding world” 
and “I would like to do what I believe in”.

Then, they were randomly assigned to think 
about either a personal conflict or a close friend’s 
conflict, imagine that the conflict was still 
unresolved and describe how they felt about the 
situation.
Finally, they rated how useful different wise 
reasoning strategies (for example, searching for 
compromise, adopting an outsider’s perspective) 
would be in addressing the conflict in question.
As expected, participants who thought about a 
friend’s dilemma considered wiser strategies to 
be more useful than did the participants who 
thought about their own personal issues.
But the motivation to pursue virtue seemed to 
close this gap – participants who thought about 
personal problems rated wise-reasoning 
strategies as more valuable as their motivation to 
pursue virtue increased.
Further analyses revealed two specific 
components of wise reasoning that mattered most 
— considering other people’s perspectives and 
intellectual humility.

Men prefer kindness over 
attractiveness in women

This study aims to show the changing mindset and preferences among modern Indians and how they are 

approaching matchmaking and matrimony with much more clarity of their preferences. According to the 

findings of a survey, men believe kindness is the most desirable trait in a woman.

In the metro cities of India, men 
prefer women for their kindness 
factor rather than their attractive 
looks quotient, according to a 
survey. Banihal, a neuroscience-
based recommendation engine 
for  f inding l i fe  partners ,  
conducted a survey involving 
10,000 users of the matchmaking 
site through Delhi, Mumbai and 
Bengaluru.
According to the findings, 27 per 
cent men believe kindness is the 
most desirable trait in a woman, 
while education is ranked as the 
most significant attribute by only 
6 per cent of women. Only 8 
percent of men go for beauty. The 
study conducted by Banihal 
comprised of 60 per cent men and 
40 per cent women.
Men from Bengaluru prefer more 
independent girls as compared to 
those in Mumbai and Delhi with the ratio 
being 17:14:8 per cent respectively. When 
it comes to role models, fathers are the most 
admired for women in all three cities, while 
12 per cent men in Bengaluru consider their 
sisters as their role models as compared to 
only 7 per cent in Delhi and Mumbai.

The study also throws light on the fact that 41 
per cent women in Bengaluru consider a friend 
as their role model as opposed to 34 per cent 
women in Mumbai and Delhi.
Ishdeep Sawhney, Co-founder and CEO at 
Banihal said, “This study clearly shows the 
changing mindset and preferences among 

modern Indians and how they are approaching 
matchmaking and matrimony with much more 
clarity of their preferences. At Banihal, we pride 
ourselves on being able to use such data and 
insights to simplify the matchmaking process 
and find the perfect match for a person.”
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Study links job 

Relationships

Parents, take note! If your kids 
have problems at work, you may 
be responsible to some extent for 
the trouble, according to a new 
study which found a link between 
parenting styles and workplace 
behaviour.
"It really is about both parents, but 
because mothers are typically the 
primary caregivers of the children, 
they usually have more influence 
on their children," said Peter 
Harms from University of 

Alabama in the US. Researchers 
s t ud i ed  manage r- emp loyee  
relationships in the workplace and 
found a link between parenting 
styles and workplace behaviour.
Their research was based on the 
work of John Bowlby , an early 
psychoanalyst, who argued that the 
way parents treat their offspring 
could have long-term implications 
for how their children approach 
relationships.
In particular, the work focused on 

how parents acted when their infants 
cried out for help.
Babies learn over time that they can 
either count on their parent to come to 
their rescue right away or they need to 
escalate to high levels of distress in 
order to get attention. Or, if babies 
learn that parents are not a reliable 
source of comfort, they stop making 
overt appeals for help. Individuals 
with reliable parents view others as 
potential sources of support.
These people are often categorised as 

having anxious or avoidant 
attachment depending on the style 
they adopted to cope with distress.
"Your boss is sort of like your 
parent," said Harms. The findings 
showed that when anxious followers 
were paired with supportive leaders, 
they were perfectly fine. But when 
they were paired with distant, 
unsupportive leaders, the anxiously 
attached employees reported higher 
levels of stress and lower levels of 
performance.

If you are a working mother, you already 
know the struggles of juggling between a 
career and kids (and home, husbands, in-
laws and so many more things). It can get 
really tough and overwhelming. Rushing 
out of an important meeting on the pretext 
of getting some papers to call the daycare to 
check on the safe arrival of kids or missing 
out on a crucial doctor's appointment in the 
middle of the week to give that dreaded 
presentation to the boss. We all have been 
there, done that.
At professional front, a lot of us have 
witnessed or undergone 'motherhood 
penalty'. In one experiment, sociology 
professors Shelley Correll, Stephen 
Benard, and In Paik at Harvard questioned 
college students to rate a pair of job 
applicants offering them their resumes 
along with notes from screening interviews. 
Once they picked all the qualified 
professionals, they were told that one was a 
mother. As part of the experiment, it was 
found that mothers stood lesser chances to 
be recommended for hire. And if they were, 
they were offered less in starting salary over 
childless women.
According to Dr. Simrat Kaur, Doctorate in 
Neuro Psychology and presently working 
as a Consultant Neuro Psychologist with 
Doctor Insta, "The 'motherhood penalty' at 
workplace is quite worrisome. What many 
don't realize is that the brightest side of 
becoming a mother is that you learn 
patience, which is an extremely essential 
trait to function better in day to day life, 
especially at a workplace. Motherhood 
makes you wiser, more adept to handle 
stress and the ability to maintain a healthy 
balance in your life."
Yet people often stay conflicted about the 
positives of having a working mother as an 
employee. They may give you a significant 
cut on your appraisal because you were 
away on your maternity for three months or 
talk behind your back for leaving office on 
time; mind you, if working mums unite, 
they can change the power structure of the 
world. Here's how:
W O R K I N G  M O T H E R S  C A N  
MULTITASK
Undeniably so, they are doing a lot at once. 
The fact that she handles a child back home 
along with the umpteen tasks that she 
handles at work in itself shows her prowess 
to handle multiple things at one go. She 
cou ld  be  research ing  about  he r  
presentation, shooting urgent mails to the 
support staff, replying to the kid's teacher 
over Whatsapp and also pouring herself a 
cup of green tea - all at once.
W O R K I N G  M O T H E R S  H AV E  
BRILLIANT PEOPLE MANAGEMENT 
SKILLS
A working mother handles the ungodly 
tantrums of her little one back home, yet 
resists every urge to give up and strike back. 
Motherhood teaches her brilliant people 
management skills. And this wisdom enters 
with her at the workplace too. She is adept at 
handling tough colleagues and is often the 
best person to go if you are in dire need of 

some sensible advice. Clearly so, she barely 
has time for office politics and tries to keep 
her surroundings clear of it.
WORKING MOTHERS WILL NEVER 
DELAY WORK
Yes, she likes to leave office in time but 
that's also why she finishes her work well in 
time. She is very well aware that delaying 
work would mean staying back in office till 
late or completing work assignment at 
home. A single delay at work can cause 
mayhem back home and she will never let 
that happen. Thus, she gives her best in her 

working hours.
WORKING MOTHERS ARE ORGANISED
A woman who is basically nurturing another 
life (and family) knows darn well the 
importance of staying organized. What's 
more? She is always more focused on 
practical solutions to ensure that there is 
balance in everyday life, both at work and 
back home.
WORKING MOTHERS WILL NEVER 
COMMIT
A working mother knows her limitation and 

she will never over commit at the 
workplace. "Whatever she will says, she 
will mean it," adds Dr Kaur. The 
under ly ing  ins ight  remains  tha t  
motherhood is the most trying roles and 
also the greatest learning experience ever.
MOM SPEAKS
Shalini Vij, director and founder, Hangout
Being a working mom can be challenging 
especially with children who are of a tender 
age. I will agree I have had to cut back on 
family vacation time as last few years, the 
expansion projects have kept me busy but I 
have tried to compensate by taking them 
along on my business trips. Mixing work 
with family was fun. It did take a lot of 
effort and hard work. I will be honest, I use 
to work till late and be up at 6 am to send 
my little one Shiven to school. I worked 
after their bed times, because I didn't want 
to take away from their time. I juggled with 
time and work on tight schedules. My team 
members often comment on the times they 
receive my e-mails and know I handle all 
my mail and correspondence work at night, 
after their bed time. I do all on-site work 
and go to office, while they are in school 

and then take time out to teach them and help 
them with their studies. I have a nuclear 
family set-up as my in-laws are in the States 
and I need to take care of my three men, 
which means household chores too. My 
family and friends know I have a set schedule 
and are understanding of my time restraint. 
It's all about time management and multi-
tasking, I believe time management and multi 
tasking are the key and my specialty.
Aditi Gokhale, Co-Founder, All Things 
Organic
Being a working mom can be very 
challenging since your child needs love and 
attention and at the same time you need to 
attend to work. One of the most challenging 
aspects of being a working mother is not 
being able to spend quality time with my 
child. I feel guilty at times for not being able 
to give the required attention in my daughter's 
crucial foundation laying years. My 
experiences as an entrepreneur have been 
very fulfilling; while the last few months 
undoubtedly have been very challenging, the 
satisfaction of seeing your dreams take baby 
steps every day, more than compensates for 
the long hours.

problems to parenting

How to get your 
kid excited about 

It is a difficult task for most parents to 
make their kids go to school following a 
weekend break.
Now, after a month-long summer 
holiday, it is going to be even more of a 
challenge. Here are a few tips you can 
use to help your 
children get back to 
the school routine:
Get them involved
By now, you would 
have bought the 
necessities for the 
coming academic 
y e a r  ( b o o k s ,  
n o t e b o o k s ,  
uniforms, et al). Get 
your kid involved 
in getting these 
things organised — like covering the 
books and notebooks, labeling them, 
getting the uniforms pressed, and so on.
Buy new things
Buy at least one new item for your child 
as this will motivate them. It could either 
be a school bag, lunch bag, pencil box, 
water bottle or even stationery. If your 

child is an ardent fan of comic heroes like 
Spiderman, Superman or Chota Bheem, 
buy stuff that has these characters.
Throw a party
You can arrange a get-together and invite 
your kid's school friends home. Meeting 

friends will make 
h im/he r  l ook  
f o r w a r d  t o  
s c h o o l .  Yo u  
could also get 
t hem exc i t ed  
about the new 
f r i e n d s  t h e y  
would be making 
this year.
Give them a 
preview
Just sit and talk 

with your kid the way you usually explain 
things to them. Talk about the thrill of 
getting back to school and meeting 
teachers and classmates after a long time. 
You could even talk about some of the 
exciting topics that they are going to learn 
this year and give them a peek into these 
topics.

Why Indian working 

Make the best professionals

Mothers Mothers 

School
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