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13 Stab Wounds in Just 23 Seconds: Brutal Daylight Murder

Shocks Gujarat, CCTV Footage Reportedly Captures the Horri

fying Attack and Triggers Serious Law and Order Concerns
Mahanagar Metro Desk
Gujarat: A shocking and gruesome
murder incident in Gujarat has report-
edly sent shockwaves through the
local community, raising serious con-
cerns about public safety and law and
order. In a horrifying attack, a person
was allegedly assaulted with a sharp-
edged weapon, sustaining approxi-
mately 13 blows in just 23 seconds.
The extremely brief but violent se-
quence has left residents alarmed,
while the circumstances surrounding
the incident have become a matter of
serious concern.According to the in-
formation available, the attack took
place in a public area during daylight
hours. The assailant allegedly ap-
proached or intercepted the victim and
launched a sudden assault with a sharp
weapon. The victim reportedly had lit-
tle opportunity to defend himself be-
fore the attacker continued striking
him repeatedly. The incident is said to
have unfolded so quickly that people
nearby may have had very little time
to react.The incident has once again
drawn attention to the need for effec-
tive policing, prompt investigation and
stronger public safety measures. How-
ever, the precise location, the identity
of the victim and the complete se-
quence of events require official con-
firmation.Planned Attack or Personal
Vendetta? Investigators Face Key

QuestionsOne of the most important
questions surrounding the incident is
whether the murder was the result of a
long-standing personal rivalry or a
sudden dispute that escalated into ex-
treme violence. The available account
suggests that the attack may have been
deliberate, but the motive has not yet
been independently established.Inves-
tigators will need to determine
whether the accused and the victim
knew each other, whether there had
been previous disagreements between
them and whether any threats or con-
frontations had occurred before the in-
cident.A financial dispute, an old
personal rivalry or an argument over a
relatively minor matter are among the
possible explanations mentioned in the
preliminary account. However, these
remain possibilities rather than con-
firmed findings. The actual motive can
only be established after the police ex-
amine the available evidence and
record statements from relevant indi-
viduals.If investigators establish that
the attack was premeditated, details
regarding the alleged planning, the
movements of the accused before the
incident and the circumstances in
which the victim was intercepted
could become important parts of the
case.CCTV Footage Reportedly
Records the Entire AttackThe reported
availability of CCTV footage could

prove significant in reconstructing the
sequence of events. According to the
supplied information, the camera
recording captures the assault, which
allegedly lasted approximately 23 sec-
onds and involved around 13 blows
with a sharp-edged weapon.Investiga-
tors can examine the footage to estab-
lish the timing of the attack, the
movements of the individuals in-
volved and the direction in which the
suspect may have fled. If the recording
is clear enough, it may also help inves-
tigators establish the suspect's appear-
ance and identify potential witnesses
who were present in the
vicinity.CCTV recordings can play an
important role in criminal investiga-
tions, particularly when they help cor-
roborate eyewitness accounts and
other physical evidence. Investigators
must also verify the original record-
ing, its timestamp and its continuity
before drawing conclusions from clips
circulating on social media.The re-
ported duration of 23 seconds and the

number of blows should therefore be
treated as preliminary details until
confirmed by the investigating author-
ities.Victim Reportedly Dies at the
SceneThe attack is reported to have
left the victim with multiple serious
injuries. According to the available ac-
count, the victim succumbed at the
scene following the assault.The body
was reportedly taken into police cus-
tody for the required legal formalities
and post-mortem examination at a
government hospital. The post-
mortem report may help establish the
nature and extent of the injuries, the
probable cause of death and other
medically relevant findings.The find-
ings of the medical examination, along
with forensic evidence and witness
statements, will be important in estab-
lishing the facts of the case. The vic-
tim's identity, the precise time of death
and other details should be confirmed
through official records before being
treated as established facts.Police and
Forensic Teams Reportedly Begin In-
vestigationFollowing information
about the incident, police personnel,
including senior officers, reportedly
reached the location. Forensic Science
Laboratory experts and a dog squad
were also reportedly called to assist
with the investigation.  Multiple teams
have reportedly been deployed, with
search operations underway. 
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Gandhinagar: More than 5.8 mil-
lion farmers in Gujarat are facing
fresh concerns following a reported
₹500 increase in the price of NPK
fertiliser per bag. The increase, at-
tributed to IFFCO, has added to the
financial pressure on farmers already
struggling with rising costs of seeds,
pesticides, agricultural labour and
other essential farming inputs.Ac-
cording to the information cited by
the Congress, an NPK fertiliser bag
previously priced at ₹1,950 is now
reportedly available for ₹2,450,
marking an increase of approxi-
mately 25.6%. The reported price
hike has triggered criticism from the
opposition, which has accused the
BJP-led government of failing to
provide adequate financial relief to
the farming community.Dr. Manish

Doshi, Media Convener and
Spokesperson of the Gujarat Pradesh
Congress Committee, strongly criti-
cised the BJP government over the
issue. He questioned why the gov-
ernment could not provide compara-
ble relief to farmers while, according
to Congress, loans worth ₹16 lakh
crore had been waived for major in-
dustrialists.“Why is the BJP govern-
ment, which can waive loans worth
₹16 lakh crore for a handful of indus-
trialists, unwilling to waive the debts
of farmers who work day and night
to feed the nation?” Doshi
asked.Farmers Face Double Burden
of Rising Costs and Limited In-
comeIn a press statement, Doshi ex-
pressed concern over the
deteriorating financial condition of
farmers in Gujarat. He argued that
rising agricultural input costs, com-

bined with uncertain returns from
crop sales, were placing an increas-
ing burden on farming
households.The reported ₹500 in-
crease per bag represents an approx-
imately 25.6% rise from the earlier
price of ₹1,950. For farmers purchas-
ing multiple bags during a cropping
season, the increase could signifi-
cantly raise cultivation
expenses.Congress alleged that the
cost of essential agricultural inputs,
including fertilisers, seeds, diesel,
pesticides and farming equipment,
had continued to put pressure on
farmers under BJP rule.The party
also highlighted the gap between ris-
ing production costs and the prices
farmers receive for their produce.
According to the Congress, farmers
are increasingly caught between
higher expenditure on cultivation

and limited growth in agricultural in-
come.The opposition argued that un-
less adequate support is provided, the
rising cost of farming could further
affect farmers' profitability and in-
crease their dependence on borrow-
ing.Gujarat Farmers' Agricultural
Debt Exceeds ₹74,000 Crore,
Congress ClaimsCiting figures at-
tributed to public-sector banks,
Doshi claimed that agricultural loans
in Gujarat had crossed ₹74,000
crore. 

Congress Targets BJP Over ₹500 NPK Fertiliser Price Hike,
Warns of Rising Debt Burden on Gujarat Farmers

Mahanagar Metro Desk
Author: Rupesh Solanki,
Bhachau, Kutch One of the
greatest realities of life is that the
person who laughs with us, talks
to us, and stands beside us
through happiness and sorrow
may one day disappear from our
sight. Time continues to move
forward, days and years pass by,
yet their memories remain alive
forever in some corner of our
hearts. A person leaves, but
where do their memories go?
Perhaps even time has no answer
to this question.The departure of
a loved one is not merely the ab-
sence of a person; it is the clos-
ing of a beautiful chapter of life.
The rooms remain the same, the
walls remain the same, and the
windows remain unchanged, yet
something is missing—some-
thing whose absence cannot be
filled by anything else. When the
voice that once brought peace to
our hearts survives only in our
memories, even the silence of the
home can sometimes become
unbearable.It is not true that time
heals every wound. Yes, time
teaches us how to live with sor-
row, but some memories grow
deeper with the passing years.

When an old song reaches our
ears, a familiar fragrance sur-
rounds us, or an old photograph
catches our attention, our minds
return to those moments of the
past when everything still seems
alive. For a brief moment, we
feel as though that person will
appear before us and begin talk-
ing, but as reality dawns upon us,
our eyes fill with tears.Some or-
dinary moments of life become
priceless after someone is gone.
A cup of tea shared together,
seemingly meaningless conver-
sations, little jokes, and loving
exchanges—all these eventually
become the most precious trea-
sures of the heart. The moments
that once seemed ordinary con-
tinue to return to our minds,
along with the longing to live
them once again.In today's
world, people have become so
occupied with work and respon-
sibilities that they often forget to
make time for their loved ones.
We assume that there will always
be another opportunity to talk to
them and countless occasions to
express our love. But life does
not always offer us a second
chance. Some conversations re-
main unfinished, some apologies 

remain unspoken, and some em-
braces remain incomplete for-
ever.That is why we should
never take the presence of the
people who are with us today for
granted. We should make time
for our parents, sit and talk with
our families, and express the
love we carry in our hearts while
we still can. We should never
wait for someone's absence to re-
alize the value of their
feelings.The best way to keep the
memory of a loved one alive is
not merely to preserve their pho-
tograph, but to embrace their val-
ues, thoughts, and humanity in
our own lives. 

When a Person Leaves, Where
Do Their Memories Go?
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University of Texas
 Youthful energy, high-brow culture, 
and cheap food and drinks keep the UT 
area buzzing day and night.
The 50,000-student University of Texas 
is like a small town within a mid-sized 
city. And it's not all about higher 
learning: the 350-acre campus offers 
numerous cultural amenities for non-
students, including seven museums, the 
Bass Concert Hall, and the Cactus Cafe, 
an intimate live music venue.
Guadalupe Street is the dividing line 
between UT and the West Campus 
neighborhood. Also known as 'The 
Drag', it's home to budget-friendly 
sandwich shops,  p izza joints ,  
bookstores and clothing boutiques. At 
the Hole in the Wall, a dive bar that's 
been around since 1974, you can always 
find cheap beer and loud, up-and-
coming Austin bands.
The West Campus neighborhood - 
tucked in-between The Drag and Lamar 
Boulevard - is a densely packed mash-
up of upscale condos, low-rent 
apartments, beautiful old houses, 
restaurants and bars. The strong drinks 

at Cain & Abel's on Rio Grande have 
been fueling poor judgment since 1991.

S o u t h  C o n g r e s s  

Avenue
The mix of funky clothing boutiques, 
food t ra i le rs ,  and f ine  d in ing 
establishments attracts all manner of 
Austinites and sets the scene for 
excellent people-watching.
Back in the 1980s, this was the seedy part 
of town, largely populated by hookers 
instead of hipsters. These days, movie 
stars visiting Austin for a shoot often stay 
at the Hotel San Jose, catch a band at the 
Continental Club, and get their Tex-Mex 

fix at Guero's.
The area is known for its varied dining 
options, including a parking lot near 
Monroe and South Congress where 
more than a dozen food trailers sell 
everything from cupcakes to chicken in 
a cone. Italian food fans flock to the 
upscale Vespaio, while seafood lovers 
rave about Perla's.
If you look closely, you can still see 
evidence of the avenue's rich past, such 
as the fading letters on the Guero's 
building that reads 'Feed Store' and the 
lighted sign near the Continental Club 
that advertises 'Guns'. The historic 
Travis Heights neighborhood, with 
beautifully restored turn-of-the-

century houses, borders South 
Congress to the east.

East Austin
Small galleries, coffee shops and cafes 
create an artsy enclave within a 
neighborhood that still feels homey and 
unpretentious.
Historically, I-35 served as Austin's 
racial dividing line, with whites on the 
west side and blacks and Hispanics on 
the east side. While that boundary is 
still discernible in northeast and 
southeast Austin, the area east of 
downtown is now home to a vibrant 
mix of young professionals and artists.
The gentrification has been gradual 

enough to allow East Austin to retain 
much of its original character. Shiny 
new art studios stand next to decades-
old Mexican restaurants and 
barbecue joints. Along Manor Road's 
restaurant row, you can enjoy an 
organic salad from Eastside Cafe, 
Tex-Mex fare at Vivo's, or soul food 
at Hoover's Cooking.
Within walking distance of the 
restaurants, many of the area's 
m o d e s t  h o m e s  h a v e  b e e n  
transformed into artists' studios. The 
artists produce everything from 
paintings to jewelry, and are often 
available to chat about their work - or 
the human condition - over a beer or 
two.

6th Street
Sixth Street is Austin's perpetual pub 
crawl - seven blocks packed with 
shot bars, daiquiri bars, sports bars, 
hookup bars, and hookah bars.
Word to the wise: All of Austin's east-
west streets downtown were 

originally named after trees - 6th was 
called Pecan Street.
This bustling strip has been a major 
business district since the mid-1800s, 
when local farmers brought their 
goods to market via horse and buggy. 
Many of the two- and three-story 
buildings that housed feed stores and 
blacksmith shops are still in use today, 
earning 6th Street a spot in the National 
Register of Historic Places.
The historical significance of the area 
may be lost on the drunken frat boys 
who meander along 6th Street on 
weekend nights, however. Loud music 
blasts from every doorway, but it's 
mostly cover songs. Austin's serious 
musicians generally perform on 6th 
Street to make money - and play their 
original tunes elsewhere.
The fickleness of the 6th Street crowd 
means that few bars survive for the 
long haul. Maggie Mae's, however, has 
been thriving since 1978. Lovejoy's, 
another long-term survivor, is one of 
the few mellow bars in the area.

Austin 
Glance

If you've never been before, these Austin 

neighbourhoods will acquaint you with the city 

and its layout and make your maiden visit easy. 

Labelled as one of the most quirky and alternative 

cities in the world, Austin—even despite its recent 

transition from a small idyllic town to a thriving 

Texas hub—is one of those places you'll never be 

able to forget. Whether it's because of the city's 

laidback vibe, its unfettered idealism or its 

complete lack of judgement; you'll come away with 

memories that will last you a lifetime.

Ideal winter 
holiday 

India

destinations in

The onset of winter is marked by poetic misty 

mornings, a crisp breeze, and nights when all you 

want to do is snuggle into a quilt and read a 

book. But the winter months are also a fantastic 

time to discover a completely new side of some of 

India's popular travel destinations. Immerse in 

the snow-laden beauty of Gulmarg, set up a tent 

amidst sand dunes of Jaisalmer, or warm up to a 

steaming cup of tea in Munnar's expansive tea 

plantations—there are many wintry experiences 

to choose from, once you don the layers and 

buttress yourself against the cold. From the 

Himalayan peaks blanketed in glistening snow to 

verdant hill towns down south, here are some of 

the best escapes in India that are ideal for your 

winter vacation.

Manali
Manali gets its first snowfall around mid December, when it 
transforms into a winter wonderland replete with snow-
covered peaks, and a blanket of pristine white draped all 
across the hill station. With the stunning backdrop of the 
Himalayas, it offers the perfect balance between tranquility 

and adventure, making it one of the most popular hill 
destinations in northern India. Fringed by thick pine trees 
and the Beas river gurgling along, you can decide to spend 
your holiday doing nothing at all or pack in your itinerary 
with interesting activities.
Approached by road from Chandigarh, which is about 300 
kilometres away, there are a number of Himachal Tourism 
buses that run from Delhi and Chandigarh at frequent 
intervals, though the distance from Delhi is best 
undertaken in one of the comfortable overnight buses. For 
those who wish to partake in adventurous activities, 
there's fishing, white water rafting, paragliding, skiing, 
mountaineering, and hiking in and around Manali. If 
you're looking to go off the beaten path, try one of the 
packages organised by Trans Himalayan Adventures, 
which focus on healing and rejuvenation. Solang Valley is 
a good option for the kids, offering a bunch of fun winter 
sports including skiing.

Gulmarg
If you're looking for a destination which is as 
breathtakingly beautiful as it is adventurous, then look no 
further than Kashmir. The Kashmir valley is considered 
heaven on earth, and when it's blanketed in snow, it exudes 
a charm few other places do. The tiny and isolated hill 
village of Gulmarg is situated at the western extremity of 
the Himalayas in a subsidiary range called the Pir Panjals. 
Lying about 50 kilometres from Srinagar, it can be easily 
accessed by tourist buses, taxis and even by air. Owing to 
its location, Gulmarg gets some of the heaviest snowfalls 
in the Himalayas and has earned the distinction of being 
the best ski resort in the country. So once you've feasted 

your eyes on all the beauty, immerse yourself in some 
activity by hitting the slopes. Catering to both beginners 
and pros, skiing here can be one of the most powerful 
experiences. For the more mild adventure enthusiasts, 
there's the option of sledging, cable-car rides and snow 
boarding. Ski season starts mid December and lasts till the 
beginning of April. As for accommodation, there are 
various options. From state-owned huts and cottages, and 
beautifully appointed mid-range hotels like Nedous Hotel, 
to luxury accommodation at Hotel Highlands Park, there's 
something to suit every budget.

at a 

In addition, Gulmarg offers several other sites of interest 
for tourists. It has the highest golf course in the world, the 
frozen Alpine lake of Alpather, the Baba Reshi shrine and 
the Gulmarg Biosphere Reserves.

Jaisalmer
A magnificent fort looming over the city, picture-postcard 
vistas of sand dunes and an array of illuminated sandstone 
buildings—Jaisalmer is nothing short of a scene straight 
out of Arabian Nights. Once a sleepy desert city, Jaisalmer 
now attracts many couples, honeymooners and families 
by dint of its erstwhile royal splendour. The Jaisalmer Fort 
(also known as the Golden Fort of Rajasthan) is the most 
splendid attraction of the city, perched on an elevated 
patch looking over the city. Surrounded by numerous 
golden-hued shrines, the Gadsisar Lake is ideal for an 
evening picnic or a short paddleboat ride. The city's most 
popular activity is taking a camel ride over the desert 
sands; best enjoyed at sunrise and sunset, the ride gives an 
insight into Rajasthan's rural life and stunning vistas of the 
horizon. Jaisalmer's winding alleys are home to vibrant 
markets from where you can pick up quintessential 
Rajasthani souvenirs. Rajasthani cuisine, famous for its 
spicy veg curries, mouth-watering meat dishes and 
delectable sweets is the icing on the cake.

Munnar
Pluck tea leaves while you explore Munnar's dense tea 
plantations; prance about in gurgling brooks while hiking 
on cloud-covered slopes; or wander through the hill 
town's winding lanes—Munnar is an idyllic escape into 
the natural wonders of God's own country, Kerala. 
Perched at the confluence of three mountain 
streams—Madhurapuzha, Nallathanni and Kundaly—the 
charming hill town lies about 130 km east of Kochi and 
100 km north of the Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Thekkady. A haven for bird-watchers, photographers and 
wildlife-enthusiasts, the Eravikulam National Park is just 
a short drive away from the hill town. Thrill-seekers can 
go hiking to the highest peak in the Western Ghats in 
India—Anamudi—located about 13 km away from 
Munnar. At an altitude of 1600 m, Munnar is a delight for 
adventure-enthusiasts, honeymooners and families.

Wayanad
Located between the Kannur and Kozhikode districts in 
Kerala, Wayanad is a sparkling green emerald sprawled 
across the slopes of the Western Ghats. The monsoons 
persevere here—the rainy season starts in June and lasts 
all the way till mid November—during which the already 
lush landscape takes on an even more vibrant shade of 
green, and everything is washed squeaky clean. The most 
enjoyable way to experience it is by checking into a jungle 
resort—even better if it has a treehouse. During the 
occasional dry spells in between, venture out and enjoy 
everything else the region has to offer. Wayanad ploughs 
tourists with some interesting prehistoric archaeological 
sites, tea plantations and thick forests, and is home to some 
of the oldest (and most insulated) tribes in India.
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Mexico City
1. You imagine it to be all dirt tracks and 
donkeys...
Whenever Hollywood portrays Mexico it 
seems to show dusty roads with beat-up 
cars and the occasional donkey. It's not 
surprising, then, that if you've never been 
to Mexico's capital, you might be 
expecting something similar. However, 
Mexico City is a bustling urban centre with 
over 20 million inhabitants, real roads, and 
lots of new cars.
2. ...or an urban jungle. Mexico City is big 
and urban, but there are so many green 
spaces and huge parks in all different 
corners of the city. In addition, beautiful, 
tree-filled plazas are everywhere.
3. You think Mexico City is poor and third 
world.
Mexico City is one of the most important 
economic centres of the Americas and one 
of the top 25 urban economies in the world. 
In fact, the country of Mexico is the 

world's 14th-largest economy. Like in many 
large cities, there are very rich residents and 
very poor residents, but head to Polanco, 
Pedregal, and Lomas de Chapultepec and 
you might be very surprised by the 
extraordinary wealth in those parts of the 
city.
4. You think it's really dangerous and that 
you'll get kidnapped.
Mexico City got a nasty reputation in the 
'90s for being dangerous and a hot spot for 
kidnappings. However, a lot's changed since 
then, and most tourists are surprised by just 
how safe they feel. Of course, crimes do 
occur—it's a big city—but it's not the crime-
infested place many seem to believe.
5. You get confused when people in Mexico 
simply call Mexico City "Mexico."
For new travelers to Mexico (the country), 
this can be a confusing one. Are people 
saying they're from Mexico the city or 

M e x i c o  t h e  
country? You can 
imagine some of 
the  in teres t ing 
(read: ridiculously 
c o n f u s i n g )  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  
that can result 
from this. Note: 
You may also 
hear  Mexico 
City referred to 
a s  D . F . ,  
Mexico D.F., 
the Federal 
Dis t r i c t  o f  
M e x i c o ,  
Chilangolan
d i a ,  E l  
Defectuoso, 
o r  L a  
Capirucha. 
N o w  
"Mexico" 
s e e m s  
m u c h  

better, right?
6. You don't know it's built on a lake and is in 
fact sinking.
When the Spanish arrived in Mexico, they 
found the huge, important city of the Aztecs, 
Tenochtitlan, built on an island on Lake 
Texcoco. The Spaniards constructed Mexico 
City over Tenochtitlan, draining the water off 
the lake to extend the city. Imagine, a city of 
20 million built on a lake. No wonder it's 
sinking at a rate of between 6-35 cm per year.
7. You're unaware of its elevation.
Many people arrive in Mexico City 
wondering why they run out of breath so 
quickly or sometimes feel slightly light-
headed for a day or two. The reason is that 
Mexico's capital is 7,350 ft (2,240 m) above 
sea level, making it the eighth-highest capital 
city in the world and the highest in North 
America. Oh, and that's another thing: 
Mexico is part of North America, not South 
America or Central America as many people 
think.
8. You haven't heard of the floating gardens 
of the Aztecs.
South of Mexico City there are canals in an 
area called Xochimilco. Here, the Aztecs 
built fertile banks on the lake, in which they 
grew one-third of the produce needed to feed 
the city. These canals stood the test of time 
and still exist today. Nowadays, you can rent 
a colourful boat called a trajinera and float 
down the canal with friends, enjoying the 
music of mariachis and a cold beer or two.
9. You're unaware that it's the city with the 
most museums in the world.
According to the National Council for 
Culture and Arts, Mexico's capital has more 
museums than any other city. Whatever your 
interest, be it archaeology, art, toys, or even 
chocolate, you'll find a museum or two or 
three for you.
10. You didn't know there's an Aztec pyramid 
right in the heart of the city.
Right in the main square next to the cathedral 
is the Templo Mayor—huei teocalli in 
Nahuatl, the language of the Aztecs (or 
Mexica, as they were known). The Spanish 
built their cathedral on top of the temple, but 
years later, parts of the temple were 
excavated by archaeologists. Still, much of 
the Aztec city of Tenochtitlan remains 
buried, often discovered as new metro lines 
are built underground.

Istanbul 

Istanbul, the largest city in Turkey and the 
fifth-largest city in the world by 
population, is considered European, yet it 
occupies two different continents. One 
part of Istanbul lies in Europe and the other 
part lies in Asia. Istanbul's European part is 
separated from its Asian part by the 
Bosphorus strait, a 31-km-long waterway 
that connects the Black Sea with the Sea of 
Marmara, and forms a natural boundary 
between the two continents. Two 
s u s p e n s i o n  b r i d g e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
Bosphorus—the Bosphorus Bridge and 
the Fatih Sultan Mehmet Bridge, also 
called Bosphorus Bridge II—connect the 
two sides, yet many tourists prefer to visit 
the European side of Istanbul because of its historical 
significance. The European side is also the city's 
commercial center with banks, stores and corporations 
and two-third of its population. The Asian side feels more 
relaxed,  with wide boulevards,  residential  
neighbourhoods and fewer hotels and tourist attractions.
Istanbul is one of the few cities in the world to be shared 
by two continents. Examples of other cities that are half-
European and half-Asian include the Russian cities of 
Orenburg and Magnitogorsk, and Atyrau, a city in 
western Kazakhstan. Similarly, Suez, an Egyptian city 
straddling the Suez Canal, belongs to both Africa and 
Asia. But Istanbul is by far the largest, and the only 
metropolis in the world to do so.
Being the only water route between the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Black Sea, the Bosphorus has been the site of 
significant settlements and cities for a long time. Of 
particular importance is the Golden Horn, an estuary that 
joins Bosphorus Strait at the immediate point where the 
strait meets the Sea of Marmara, and forms a large, 
sheltered harbour. It was here, on the European side of 

the Bosphorus, that the city of Byzantium (which later 
became Istanbul) was founded by ancient Greeks around 
660 BCE.
When Constantine the Great became the Roman emperor, 
the city was renamed Constantinople in 330 AD. For the 
next sixteen centuries, Constantinople served as the capital 
of the Roman Empire, the Byzantine Empire, the Latin 
Empire and the Ottoman Empire. During this period, over 
120 emperors and sultans ruled over this land. Istanbul was a 
Christian city during Roman and Byzantine times, before 
the Ottomans conquered the city in 1453 and transformed it 
into an Islamic stronghold and the seat of the last caliphate. 
After the Turkish War of Independence, the modern 
Republic of Turkey was established in 1923, and although 
Ankara was chosen as its capital, the city did not lose its 
significance. Many palaces and imperial mosques still line 
Istanbul's hills as visible reminders of the city's previous 
central role. Today, Istanbul is a huge metropolis connecting 
continents, cultures, and religions. Home to 15 million 
people, it is one of the greatest business and cultural centers 
of the region.

Surrounded by infinite slopes of bright 
green tea plantations and set against a 
backdrop of jagged white Himalayan 
peaks, Darjeeling is nestled in the 
northern regions of West Bengal.

Stroll through tea plantations
Tea was first introduced in Darjeeling in 
the mid-19th century by the British, and 
the sprawling tea estates, clubs and 
bungalows are reminiscent of that grand 
era. Stroll through miles of rolling tea 
gardens, strike up a conversation with the 
garden 

Stop at Happy Valley Tea Estate
Wandering through the tea gardens 
settled on the gentle hill slopes of 
Darjeeling is the perfect way to start your 
day at the Happy Valley Tea Estate. With 
plantations as old as 150 years and 
picture-perfect stretches of lush green tea 
bushes beckoning you, this 

Book a ride on the toy train
A journey on the Darjeeling Himalayan 
Railway fondly known as the toy train is a 
great way to explore and soak in the 
magnificent surroundings of this hill 
station. Staring out of the window at an 
endless expanse of tea plantations is an 
experience 

Take the Darjeeling ropeway
Gliding over manicured tea bushes and 
dense forests, the Darjeeling-Rangeet 
Valley ropeway offers unmatched views 
and awe-inspiring experiences. The 20-
minute ride takes you down to the Takvar 
tea estate where you can explore the 

Mexico City

the city that lies 
on two continents

The queen of

 
 

hills
Darjeeling

Istanbul 

village, 

Drive up to Tiger Hill
Catch the first rays of the sun up at 
Tiger Hill, and if you’re lucky and 
the day is clear, you might even see 
the Everest at a distance. Located 
just above Ghum at the highest point 
in Darjeeling, Tiger Hill is best 
known for its dazzling view of the 

Darjeeling Zoological Park
Catch a glimpse of rare Himalayan 
fauna such as snow leopards, red 
pandas, Tibetan wolves and 
Himalayan bears at the Padmaja 
Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park.

Laze around in Glenary’s

Pull up a chair at Glenary’s bakery and 
café and take in the sprawling 
mountain views from its massive 
windows. Order your tea, select a 
cake, grab your favourite book and 
sink into the wicker chair for a 
relaxing afternoon.

The queen of hills: Darjeeling
O v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  m i g h t y  
Kanchenjunga, Darjeeling and its tea 
estates offer some of India’s most 
idyllic scenery. The perfect Darjeeling 
getaway is all about scuttling between 
numerous tea gardens, enjoying the 
picturesque train ride and taking 
leisurely 
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