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Serious questions are being raised about how a lower-level Gram

Rakshak Dal (GRD) jawan allegedly amassed unaccounted

wealth and gained control over police station operations.

Public pressure mounts on senior district officials, the Local Crime Branch
(LCB), and the District Superintendent of Police (SP) to address these
deep-rooted corruption claims under the state's zero-tolerance policy.

Mahanagar Metro Desk
Ahmedabad (Bopal):Sensational re-
ports have emerged indicating a
breakdown of law and order in the
Bopal area, considered one of the
most posh localities of Ahmedabad
district. Serious allegations have been
raised that Mehul Panchal, an ordinary
GRD (Gram Rakshak Dal) jawan
serving at Bopal Police Station, has al-
legedly become the 'administrator' of
the entire police station. How did a
GRD jawan earning a modest salary
suddenly acquire such vast wealth?
Will the Income Tax Department and
Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) con-
duct an impartial investigation into the
alleged administrator's unaccounted
assets? This question has currently be-
come a hot topic of discussion across
the entire Bopal region.Rampant Net-
work of Liquor, Gambling, Chemical-
Laced Alcohol, and MD Drugs: Youth
DevastatedAccording to local circles
and sources, illicit local and foreign
liquor dens, gambling houses, and a
network of deadly MD drugs are run-

ning unchecked in the Bopal area. The
Bopal police seem to have learned no
lessons even after previous tragic
hooch tragedies in the state. Chemi-
cal-laced toxic alcohol is being sold
openly in Bopal, directly inviting an-
other hooch tragedy. Bootleggers hold
no fear of the law enforcement uni-
form, and as a result, the region's

youth are being ruined by falling into
deadly addictions.Illegal Activities
Under the Guise of Spas Involving
Foreign Girls: Police Silent Out of
Greed for Money?According to
shocking details, illegal and antisocial
activities are being run by employing
foreign girls in spa centers located in
posh areas of Bopal. Allegations sug-

gest that due to the greed for extortion
money among the alleged administra-
tor and certain corrupt elements in the
police force, all these illicit businesses
have received a free pass. Is the local
Police Inspector unaware of this mat-
ter, or are eyes being turned away out
of greed for money? This remains a
major question.Is LCB and District
Police Chief (SP) Unaware? Demand
for High-Level InvestigationThe
biggest question that arises is whether
the Ahmedabad District LCB (Local
Crime Branch), senior police officials,
and the District Superintendent of Po-
lice (SP) are truly unaware of all these
illegal activities, or if a different pic-
ture is being presented to them.While
Home Minister Harsh Sanghavi
demonstrates a zero-tolerance policy
against drugs and illegal activities in
the state, the public of Bopal hopes for
an in-depth investigation by Enforce-
ment Directorate, Income Tax Depart-
ment, and neutral agencies into this
alleged administrator of Bopal Police
Station and the entire extortion racket.
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Srirampur/Ahilyanagar:A
golden chapter of difficult
penance and spiritual practice of
Jainism has been written in Sri-
rampur city, situated on the his-
toric land of Ahilyanagar district.
Local resident and pious Shravak,
Tapasviratna Pankajkumar Dhan-
rajji Lalwani, has successfully
completed the extremely difficult
and arduous penance of 51 fasts
(51 Days Fasting), bringing glory
to Srirampur city as well as the
entire district. Demonstrating
self-purification, sense control,
and unmatched devotion to the
Lord, he completed this great
spiritual practice on September
17, 2026.Rigorous Restraint of 51
Days Supported Only by Water:
A Unique Example of PenanceIn
Jain philosophy, penance is con-
sidered the supreme medium for
the soul's purification (nirjara)
and the destruction of karma.
Without consuming even a single
grain of food for 51 consecutive
days, Pankajkumar Lalwani con-
sumed only boiled water (prasuk
jal) between sunrise and sunset.

Crossing physical boundaries and
touching the pinnacle of spiritu-
ality, this rigorous penance has
colored the entire city of Sriram-
pur in hues of devotion and rev-
erence.Religious Tradition of the
Esteemed Lalwani FamilyTa-
pasvi Shri Pankajkumar Lalwani
is the grandson of Srirampur's
renowned industrialists, late Shri
Kachardasji and Smt. Madanbai
Lalwani, the son of late Shri
Dhanrajji Lalwani and Smt. Ra-
janibai Lalwani, and the brother

of Nitin Kumar Lalwani. The Lal-
wani family is well-known for its
religious values, generosity, and
social service. Not only the fam-
ily but the entire Jain community
feels proud of this massive
penance undertaken by their
beloved son.Divine Guidance of
Pious Sadhvi VrundThis historic
spiritual practice was successfully
completed under the sacred pres-
ence and auspicious blessings of
Upapravartini Param Pujya Chan-
dan Balaji Maharaj Saheb and
Param Pujya Padmavatiji Ma-
haraj Saheb, along with their
monastic group (thane). The con-
tinuous spiritual guidance and
righteous motivation of the
revered Sadhvi Vrund kept the
tapasvi's morale unwavering
throughout the 51 days.Grand Fe-
licitation Ceremony and
Varghoda (Procession) Sched-
uleTo appreciate and felicitate
this great penance of Tapasviratna
Pankajkumar Lalwani, a grand re-
ligious festival has been orga-
nized in Srirampur:Grand
Varghoda (Procession) of the
Tapasvi: On September 17, 2026,

right at 8:00 AM, the grand pro-
cession of the tapasvi will com-
mence from 'Lalwani Building'
(Shivaji Cross Road, Srirampur).
The tapasvi will be felicitated
with drums, religious flags, and
chants of praise to the
Lord.Venue for Ceremony and
Parana (Breaking the Fast): Pass-
ing through the main thorough-
fares of the city, the procession
will reach the 'Vardhaman Jain
Shravak Sangh' (Shivaji Road,
Srirampur) at 9:30 AM. Here, a
special religious assembly, felici-
tation ceremony, and the formal
breaking of the fast (parana) will
take place in the presence of the
revered Gurus.Heartfelt Appeal
for Attendance to the Entire Com-
munityThe Lalwani family, Sri-
rampur Jain Sangh, and the entire
Jain community have appealed to
all devout citizens, Shravaks,
Shravikas, and enlightened resi-
dents of the Ahilyanagar district
to attend in large numbers, appre-
ciate the tapasvi, receive his dar-
shan to bless their lives, and
become witnesses to this historic
moment.

Tapasviratna Pankajkumar Lalwani
Completes Uprooted Penance of 51

Fasts; Festive Atmosphere in the City

Mahanagar Metro Desk
Rupesh Solanki – Bhachau,
Kutch A drawing competition on
the theme ‘Developed India’ was
organised on 16 September 2026
at the Government Higher Sec-
ondary School, Bhachau, man-
aged by Shri Leva Patidar
Boarding. The competition was
organised with the objective of
encouraging creativity, artistic
expression and awareness among
students about the development
of the nation. The students partic-
ipated in the competition with
great enthusiasm. The competi-
tion was conducted under the
guidance of the school’s Art
Teacher, Shri Rupesh Solanki,
and Principal, Shri Prakashkumar
Champaklal Pandit. The students
expressed their vision of a ‘De-
veloped India’ on paper through
various colours and creative artis-

tic expressions. The students dis-
played remarkable enthusiasm
throughout the competition.
While some students portrayed
the development of modern India,
others highlighted various as-

pects such as education, technol-
ogy, cleanliness, environmental
protection, self-reliance and na-
tional progress through their art-
work. Such activities play an
important role in developing stu-

dents’ creativity, imagination and
sense of national awareness. The
artistic talent displayed by the
students in expressing the vision
of ‘Developed India’ through
colours was truly commendable.

Bhachau Students Bring the Dream of 
‘Developed India’ to Life Through Colours

Mahanagar Metro Desk
Ahmedabad:As the state 
celebrates Ganesh Chaturthi with
deep reverence and enthusiasm,
Ahmedabad witnessed a grand
confluence of devotion, faith, and
festive energy at the 19th Ganesh
Mahotsav organized by Shree
Baliyadev Yuvak Mandal. On this
auspicious occasion, Mandal
President Pawan Makan, accom-
panied by his family, performed
the ceremonial Maha Aarti of
Lord Ganesha, seeking divine
blessings for health, peace, and
prosperity. Speaking on the occa-
sion, President Pawan Makan
highlighted the journey of the an-
nual festival, noting that with the
boundless grace of Lord Ganesha
and the collective dedication of
the youth, this grand Ganesh Ma-
hotsav has been organized suc-
cessfully and uninterrupted for
the past 19 years. He emphasized
that the relentless hard work,
unity, and selfless service of all
members of Shree Baliyadev

Yuvak Mandal have made this
festival more divine, engaging,
and spiritually enriching each
passing year. A defining feature
of the mandal's celebration is its
focus on creative and thematic
pandal decorations alongside cul-
tural presentations, and this year,
the stunning idol of Lord Gane-
sha and the intricately designed

pandal captivated devotees from
across the city. Beyond the youth
mandal members, local residents
also actively contributed both fi-
nancially and through volunteer
service, reflecting strong commu-
nity camaraderie and spirit. Fol-
lowing the completion of the
Maha Aarti, Pawan Makan of-
fered heartfelt prayers for the

welfare of the nation
and society, bowing be-
fore Vighnaharta Bappa
to pray for the good
health, longevity, happi-
ness, and prosperity of
all citizens, while hop-
ing that Lord Ganesha
eradicates all obstacles,
hardships, and poverty
to foster peace, unity,
and brotherhood across
the nation. The Maha
Aarti witnessed a mas-
sive turnout of devotees,
including women, chil-
dren, and youth volun-
teers, where resounding

chants of Ganpati Bappa Morya,
Pudhchya Varshi Laukariya, ac-
companied by the rhythmic beats
of traditional dhol-nagara and
cymbals, created an electrifying
devotional atmosphere across the
neighborhood before the event
concluded with the organized dis-
tribution of Mahaprasad to all at-
tending devotees.

Shree Baliyadev Yuvak Mandal Celebrates 19th Ganesh 
Mahotsav with Grandeur in Ahmedabad: President 

Pawan Makan Performs Maha Aarti with Family
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are responses to a world of unilateral sanctions, tariff acid test. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s warning about The New Delhi Declaration, adopted after marathon 
shocks, supply-chain disruptions and financial volatility. the weaponisation of technology and critical minerals negotiations, is a diplomatic win for India—and a test of 

points to a wider contest over who controls the BRICS’ evolving relevance. Despite differences over 
infrastructure of the next economy. BRICS has an West Asia, members found common ground on restraint, 
opportunity to cooperate on artificial civilian protection, sovereignty, diplomacy and nuclear 
intelligence, semiconductors, critical minerals, safety.Importantly, the declaration reasserts BRICS’ 
cybersecurity, digital public infrastructure and ambition to reshape global governance, amplify the 
technology standards. But it must avoid creating Global South and deepen cooperation across finance, 
competing technological silos. The same logic trade, technology and development. That sets the stage 
applies to health, food and energy security. The for the harder task: delivering results.
grouping has the scale to build stronger pandemic As BRICS expands and its economic and political weight 
surveillance, medical supply chains, agricultural grows, its credibility will increasingly depend on 
cooperation and mechanisms to cushion whether it can build institutions that deliver practical 
commodity and energy shocks. These are areas gains. The central question is whether an increasingly 
where cooperation can produce tangible benefits diverse grouping can turn collective weight into strategic 
for citizens while giving the Global South a capacity without demanding political uniformity from 
greater stake in BRICS.its members. That means moving faster on the 

There is also a larger diplomatic task. BRICS architecture of a more resilient global economy.Cross-
cannot become effective by positioning itself border payments, greater use of local currencies, The challenge is to make these mechanisms interoperable, 

merely against the West. Its influence will come from development finance, investment platforms, insurance commercially viable and accessible enough to matter 
demonstrating that a more multipolar world .and financial safety nets are no longer abstract ideas. They beyond government statements.Technology will be an 

Belief, practice and the 
many ways of  seeing

BRICS ticks the right boxes

Bigger BRICS test now: Turning Global South weight into influence

As the world remembers the horrific Islamist 
terrorist strikes against the United States on 9/11 
twenty-five years ago, we in India also remember 
how, in 1893, Swami Vivekananda addressed the 
World’s Parliament of Religions on the same day. 
The two represent opposite ends of religion’s role 
in our lives.While Vivekananda advocated 
pluralism and the end of fanaticism, the threat of 
religious extremism is still very much a concern in 
today’s world. According to verifiable figures 
compiled by the Fondation pour l’innovation 
politique (Fondapol), close to a quarter million 
people have been killed by Islamist terrorism and 
violent extremism since September 11, 2001.
Given these facts, controversy over the 
B o c h a s a n w a s i  A k s h a r  P u r u s h o t t a m  
Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS) monks’ avoidance 
of women is rather unfortunate. It not only gives 
BAPS, but Hinduism itself, a bad name. Even 
though BAPS adherents and Swaminarayans in 
general are a totally peaceful sect, they do not 
restrict or curtail the liberty or dress of women in 
the manner in which many Muslim clerics, whether 
in India or elsewhere, do.
What exactly happened to trigger such a massive 
reaction? On September 6, BAPS inaugurated 
another grand temple at Bussy-Saint-Georges, 
Seine-et-Marne, near Paris. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi did the honours, calling it a 
milestone in India-France relations. The temple is 
the first traditionally designed fully stone structure 
on the continent.Unfortunately, the day before the 
inauguration, on September 5, a visit to the Eiffel 
Tower by a group of BAPS monks later blew up 
into an unseemly controversy. To facilitate the visit 
of about 100 monks and BAPS functionaries, the 
Société d'Exploitation de la Tour Eiffel (SETE), 
which manages the monument, asked female 
employees to stay away or be replaced by male 
staffers.AI in sports video 2AI in sports video 2
The visit was arranged from 8:00-9:00 am, just 
before the Tower is opened to the public at 9:15 
AM. That way, the monks would likely have 
avoided contact with regular visitors, who, of 
course, would have included women. The SETE 
female staffers were asked to stay away. In protest, 
some went on strike on Monday, September 8, 
bringing the issue into the limelight.
BAPS issued an apology, but a large coalition of 
Left-liberal groups, including members of the 
Indian diaspora who also oppose the RSS and other 
Hindu organisations, swung into action, calling out 
BAPS. French political parties and civil authorities 
also jumped into the fray. In India, journalists 
reporting on Muslim clerics in Kerala calling 
women to stay at home are themselves forced to 
apologise; abroad, not just BAPS, but many Hindu 
groups are lambasted for being patriarchal, anti-
women and regressive.The double standards are 
t o o  o b v i o u s  t o  r e q u i r e  e x t e n s i v e  
commentary.BAPS celibacy rules have, once 
again, come under public scrutiny. What most 
people don’t realise is that BAPS is itself a 
breakaway sect founded in 1907 by Shastri 
Yagnapurushdas, or Shastriji Maharaj. The original 
Vadtal Diocese of the sampradaya, founded by 
Sahajananda Swami, or Swaminarayan himself, is 
run by householder or married acharyas, not 
celibate monks. Even the wives of the acharyas 
wield considerable spiritual authority.BAPS, by 
contrast, strictly enforces eight-fold vows of 
celibacy. The segregation of BAPS monks from 
women is facilitated by having several men around 
them when they travel. 
These companions interact with women, shielding 
the monks from having to do so. Incidents such as 
the Paris outrage will only bring greater pressure on 
BAPS to reform.Just after independence, in 1948, 
members of the Ahmedabad Diocese of the 
Swaminarayans went to court to prevent lower-
caste worshippers from entering their temples. 
They claimed they were not Hindus but a separate 
religious sect. Many Hindu groups have used this 
ruse to preserve their traditions or resist State 
interference. Nearly two decades later, the courts 
ruled that the Swaminarayans were indeed .

The theme of India’s BRICS Presidency is “Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability.”

permanent secretariat. That is a practical institutional geopolitical problem India navigates inside BRICS. It INDIA has every reason to be satisfied with the outcome of 
push, even if the “10-point Reform Roadmap” was not must be a credible member of a grouping in which China is the BRICS 2026 summit in both form and content. At a 
adopted as a formal deliverable for China’s 2027 the largest economy, even while contesting Beijing’s time when diatribe has replaced dialogue in many 
chairmanship.Regarding energy and trade, amid a war denial of parity in Asia.The Modi-Xi bilateral on the international fora, India convened an 11-member 
that has disrupted supply chains, the declaration has sidelines captured that dialectic. It was President Xi’s first grouping with sharply divergent political positions, 
acknowledged that fossil fuels will still play an important visit to India in seven years and the first meeting between sustained a dialogue and secured consensus on a 
role for developing economies and opposed unilateral, the two leaders on Indian soil after the Galwan clash.Both comprehensive New Delhi Declaration — a 140-
punitive measures of the CBAM (Carbon Border stressed a strategic and long-term view of relations and paragraph, roughly 45-page text. That is significant.
Adjustment Mechanism) type. It voices serious concern committed to seeking a fair, reasonable and mutually The Ministry of External Affairs deserves credit for 
over unilateral tariff and non-tariff measures that distort acceptable solution to the boundary question, proceeding enabling closure this time after the BRICS foreign 
trade and are inconsistent with WTO rules — wording from the political perspective of overall bilateral relations ministers’ meeting in May ended without a joint 
aimed at US tariffs and sanctions on Iran and Russia, and the interests of the people of both nations.statement. The most delicate semantic task was to bridge 
without turning the document into an anti-Western In practical terms, this was a reaffirmation of restraint: the gulf between Iran and the UAE over the war in West 
manifesto.Apropos of finance, there was no BRICS differences after the Galwan incident would continue to be Asia without naming any country. Tehran wanted an 
currency bravado. Finance ministers discussed efficient handled by existing military and diplomatic mechanisms. explicit reference to a “unilateral attack on Iran” as a 
cross-border payments and local currencies, while tacitly No new disengagement was announced, and no violation of the UN Charter; the UAE wanted Iranian 

new friction point was manufactured despite attacks on its sovereignty recognised.
recent tactical growling. The signal is a stable The modus vivendi was to express “deep concern over 
Line of Actual Control. The reality, established the continued escalation of tensions in the Middle 
since 2020 and not altered this week, is that India East” and make a call to exercise “maximum 
still operates a more constrained patrolling restraint” and avoid “actions that could further 
pattern than before the Galwan clash.aggravate the situation.” There was also a line that 

Inclusive and equitable growth is a cherished acknowledged Iran’s position without naming the 
BRICS objective, and tariff wars have created US: “serious concern over deliberate attacks on 
new challenges. Delhi needs robust trade civilian infrastructure and peaceful nuclear facilities 
arrangements with major economies, including under full IAEA (International Atomic Energy 
the US, the EU and China.Agency) safeguards.”Seeking textual consensus 

also led to extreme caution. “Hormuz” does not The security andstrategic dissonance with Beijing 
appear in the declaration at all, even as Brent crude is the harder policy problem, and Delhi is 
crossed $100 in the days before the summit on the managing it from relative economic asymmetry. 
back of the chokepoint crisis in the Strait of Hormuz The trade deficit with China is $116 billion, with 
and Bab el-Mandeb. high dependence on Chinese supplies of 

recognising that a unified system needs a deeper trust pharmaceutical ingredients, rare-earth magnets and solar-Content is where India has a stronger cause for satisfaction. 
framework than the present bilateral discord among some chain inputs. Sustained investment and diversification The Delhi Declaration strongly condemns terrorism in all 
members.Empirically, BRICS trade has expanded remain perennial Indian challenges.The Xi-Modi meeting forms and calls for “zero tolerance.” It specifically 
dramatically through business practices and customs in Tianjin last year had already begun a bilateral thaw, in denounces the April 2025 Pahalgam terror attack; 
improvements rather than emotive de-dollarisation part because US tariff pressure pushed Delhi and Beijing addresses the movement of terrorists, terror financing and 
ultimatums.Since its inception two decades ago, the toward hedging. The Delhi meeting consolidated that safe havens; reaffirms that terrorism cannot be associated 
efficacy and credibility of BRICS have been determined thaw; it did not dissolve the asymmetry.with any religion; and calls for accountability of those 
by the India-China bilateral. That remains the abiding involved and their sponsors.n a grouping that includes So, the summit outcome is satisfying for India because it 
dialectical challenge. Both want to speak for the Global China, which has often blocked comparable language at produced a comprehensive statement that condemned the 
South and be seen as its trusted sherpa; each is wary of the the UN, this is not boilerplate — though similar wording Pahalgam attack, protected fossil-fuel policy space for 
other eroding its primacy and credibility.For India, this is had appeared in the 2025 Rio Declaration. Recalling the developing economies, criticised unilateral trade 
not an abstraction. China continues to pose a security text with President Xi Jinping in Delhi matters. measures without naming Washington and kept BRICS 

closer to a platform of partnership than a forum of protest. Prime Minister Narendra Modi pressed for UN Security challenge. Galwan 2020 was the most recent big shock, 
On the bilateral front, Delhi and Beijing found the wording Council reform and changes in the voting power, and strategic cooperation between China and Pakistan 
to keep the grouping intact.The 20-year-old BRICS has leadership and priorities of the International Monetary has compounded it. Operation Sindoor was illustrative in 
survived because India and China have a working template Fund and World Bank to reflect economic realities. The this regard.At the politico-diplomatic level, Beijing does 
to disagree without derailing the forum. The credibility of declaration backs comprehensive UN reform and greater not accord Delhi peer status even as it seeks co-
this grouping will continue to be a function of whether representation for India and Brazil, and it carries the equivalence with Washington, though its comprehensive 
Beijing is willing to concede to Delhi what it demands Indian formulation that the Global South must move from national power remains lower than that of the US.The 
from Washington: peer respect and equitable a rule-taker to a rule-maker.Modi also proposed a paradox is familiar: China strives for bipolarity with 
accommodation of interests.continuity and implementation mechanism, including a Washington globally while seeking unipolarity in Asia 

troika, to follow up outcomes in a grouping that has no and denying parity to India and Japan.That is the 

India secures consensus on a comprehensive declaration despite divergent political positions

You will get a glimpse of this at the BRICS Bharat Innovates Expo. class ecosystem. Innovators from BRICS countries can also draw on this Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on September 11, addressed the 
experience to develop new solutions for their own countries.Friends,Today, BRICS Business Forum 2026 held in New Delhi. Here is a full text of his Our start-ups are transforming education and healthcare through AI, working 
as trade barriers are increasing around the world, India is building economic address: on Green Hydrogen and Batteries, and breaking new frontiers in defence 
bridges. Since 2014, we have entered into Free Trade Agreements with and space. Now, through BRICS as well, we must take these world-class Leaders of the BRICS business community, Innovators and friends, 
nearly 40 countries around the world. Our approach within BRICS is also innovations to global markets.Friends,Another distinctive feature of India’s Namaskar!A warm welcome to all of you to the BRICS Business 

the same, reduce barriers and expand opportunities for Forum.This year, we are celebrating twenty years of BRICS. When the 
businesses.group was launched in 2006, it comprised only four countries. Today, 

Therefore, under our Presidency, we have established new including BRICS and its partners, we have a family of twenty-one 
cooperation networks in areas such as agriculture, healthcare, countries.Today, the BRICS countries represent 50% of the world’s 
skills, and smart grids. To connect start-ups and SMEs with population, 40% of global GDP, and more than 25% of global trade. Not 
markets and finance, we have launched initiatives such as the only that, over these years, while global GDP has grown by around 2.5 
BRICS Incubator Network, BRICS MSME Portal, and times, the combined GDP of BRICS countries has grown by around 4.5 
BRICS Startup Innovation Fund.times. In other words, the economic strength of BRICS has grown at 

nearly twice the pace of the world economy.BRICS countries are also You can all benefit from these cooperation frameworks and 
emerging as important centres for global innovation and solutions. further increase the exchange of investment and talent among 
From grassroots initiatives to frontier technologies, new possibilities our countries.

Friends,Global trade can move forward only when sea lanes are for innovation are taking shape across our countries. The growing scale, 
secure, supply routes remain open, and seafarers are safe. That speed, and optimism of BRICS are clearly visible among us. The Forum 
is why India is a staunch advocate of freedom of navigation being held in India is the largest-ever BRICS Business Forum.

The theme of India’s BRICS Presidency is “Building for Resilience, and the safety of seafarers.
The BRICS Women’s Business Alliance is also an important Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability.”Over the past twelve 

part of our vision. We want women entrepreneurs to lead our years, India has made this mantra the foundation of its economic and 
growth story. We are very pleased that nearly 200 women trade policy. When it comes to resilience, India has made its supply 
business leaders participated in the meeting of this Alliance chains more diversified and reliable, from energy to technology. It is 
held in India.this very resilience that has enabled India, even amid global 

As BRICS enters its third decade, I would urge the BRICS uncertainties, to offer the world confidence in growth and stability.We 
Business Council to consider … can you prepare a report on are rapidly expanding our roads, railways, ports, and airports. At the 
removing the top 10 trade barriers among BRICS countries? same time, we are building new capabilities in strategic sectors such as 
Can we support 100 BRICS startups every year to scale into shipbuilding, semiconductors, quantum technology, critical minerals, 

innovation story is Innovation at Population Scale. India’s Unified other BRICS markets? Can we develop 1,000 new partnerships among our and biotechnology. In these sectors, India is emerging as a hub of new 
Payments Interface (UPI) has given new momentum to financial inclusion businesses? We should review our progress every year against these three opportunities for global businesses. Therefore, Make in India, Innovate with 
and digital transactions at population scale.Today, 50% of the world’s real- benchmarks.Let us transform BRICS’ ambition into action and our India, and Scale for the World.Friends,
time payments are powered by this technology. To build new solutions on collective strength into global solutions. May BRICS move forward and Today, India is witnessing a start-up revolution. With more than 200,000 start-
this digital layer, we have provided industry and start-ups with an open help the world move forward as well.ups and over 120 unicorns, India is emerging as a hub for global solutions. 
ecosystem. We are proud that many countries are adopting India’s world-

Full text of PM Narendra Modi's address at the BRICS Business Forum 2026

ndia’s presidency secured the consensus it needed. Now comes the harder test: delivery at speed and scale
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BeautyBeauty
DIY amazing 

All you have to do is 
raid your kitchen 

shelves and try these 
combina t i ons  fo r  a  

g l o w i n g  a n d  r a d i a n t  
complexion with our DIY 

amazing facemasks. '

Oatmeal is a known exfoliator 
and will make for an excellent 
face mask. Blend about a cup 
full of oatmeal in a mixer and 
reduce it to a coarse powder. 
When you remove it, drizzle 
some honey, a spoonful of 
yogurt and an egg white and stir 
to combine this mixture. Apply 
this mixture on your face and 
leave it on for 15 minutes. You 

can then wash this off with 
warm water. Honey has 

antioxidant properties that 
will protect your skin 

and oatmeal is good to 
calm your facial skin.

Oatmeal and honey

Winter requires special skin care 

routines. As part of our mission to 

bring you the best winter care 

secrets, we share with you our 

effective homemade face masks to 

brighten your skin this winter. 

Strawberry and yogurt

Sugar and oil

The tiny seeds present on 
the outside layer of a 
strawberry, act as a great 
exfoliator for your skin. 
Yogurt on the other 

hand, helps brighten and 
tone the skin. This face 

mask not only leaves your 
skin soft and glowing but 

also leaves back a sweet 
smell that lingers on for a 
bit. All you have to do is 
mash the strawberries 
in the yogurt and 
apply it to your face. 
Gently rub the 
mixture onto your 
skin and let it 
remain for about 
15 minutes. You 
can now wash 
your face with 
warm water and 
dry it with a soft 
towel.

This is the easiest 
face mask to mix 
up because the 
i n g r e d i e n t s  a r e  
always easy to find. 
Mix together two 
spoons of sugar and two 
spoons on olive oil/canola 
oil. You could also add a few 
drops of essential oil to give it a 

face masks  for a glowing skin

Bath salts

The benefits 
When used in their natural form, bath 
salts contain minerals and nutrients that 
keep your skin soft, smooth and supple. 
Says beauty expert Farheen Shaikh, 
"Bath salts contain Magnesium, 
Sodium and Bromide. They get easily 
absorbed in your skin pores and purify 
it, thus improving its radiance, texture 
and tone."

B a t h  s a l t s  
e a s e  
m u s c u l a r  
tension and help 
r emove  f a t i gue .  
They also remove toxins 
from the body and promote a 
feeling of well-being.

Dry and flaky skin: Use a bath salt 
which will boost your skin's radiance 
and increase moisture. Almond or 
orange bath salts work t h e  
best for you.
Tired and dull skin: 
R o s e m a r y  o r  
peppermint  
w i l l  
provide a 
coo l ing  
sensation
, which 
w i l l  
i m p r o v e  
b l o o d  
circulation 
and perk 
u p  y o u r  

A good relaxant 

Choose the right one for your skin

Bath salts not only exfoliate your skin and relieve 
muscle tension, but also heal common problems such as 
eczema, psoriasis and rashes. They cleanse and brighten 

your skin as well.

skin's appearance.
Puffy skin and cellulite: 

Mineral or seaweed bath 
salts are your best bet. 

They have negative ions, 
which pull in minerals and nutrients 
into your bloodstream and help flush 
toxins.

Always pick a bath salt that is not 
lumpy. Says beauty expert Nikos 
Narkissos, "They should contain 
natural ingredients and nutrients. 
Blue and purple bath salts are 
soothing, while yellow and orange 
are energising.
Grain size also matters. For example, 

finer grains dissolve quickly and 
work well as scrubs and 

exfoliants."

Pick the right one

Types of bath 

Benefits of
 Rose water
Generations of women have used rose water as part 

of their skin care regime. It isn't uncommon to hear 

grannies extolling its benefits and not without reason.

Rose water and rose oil 
are one of the oldest skin 
c a r e  a n d  g r o o m i n g  
products. It used to be 
added to baths as also to 
treat mild skin conditions. 
They are found in many 
cosmetic products these 

days. 
Here are a few 

ways  how 

Go bright with

Makeup

Bright makeup is in this 
season and many people 
are rocking the look. 
If you haven't really 
warmed up to the idea 
yet, it may be time to get 
experimental with your 
makeup.
While clothes are much 
easier to experiment 
with, when it comes to 
makeup ,  one  mus t  
exercise caution one 
wrong move and your 
entire look could go 
kaput. Here are a few tips 
that will help you get the 
look right.
-When it comes to 
makeup, the colour of 
your eye shadow and lips 
are what catch the eye 
first. Make sure that the 
two compliment each 
other.
-Keep it bright in only 
two areas of your face. 
Anything more than this 
might be OTT.

Post-
party 

beauty 
Detox

Dull hair, 

lacklustre 

skin and 

puffy eyes - 

all that 

make-up, 

late-night 

partying 

and binge-

drinking 

must have 

created 

havoc on 

your skin 

and hair. 

Here are 

some quick 

solutions to 

get back 

your natural 

beauty. 
Lifeless skin Constant 
application of make-up 
takes a toll on the skin, 
making it look dull and 
causing breakouts. It needs 
thorough, deep cleansing. 
Try a gentle cleanser that 
will remove dirt and oil 
without stripping the skin 
of its moisture. Use face 
masks twice a week: for 
flaky skin, use a hydrating 
mask and for blemishes, go 
for one that unclogs pores. 
To get that glow back, scrub 
y o u r  s k i n  w i t h  a n  
exfoliating cleanser and 

then moisturise it. Tired, 
puffy eyes To reduce 
puffiness around the eyes 
caused by lack of sleep and 
alcohol, drink plenty of 
water throughout the day 
and place herbal tea bags 
( the  bags  should  be  
immersed in hot water for 
2-3 minutes and then 
cooled) over closed eyes. 
Lacklustre hair If you've 
over-styled your hair with 
tools and products, your 
locks will get frizzy and out 
of control. Indulge in hot oil 
massages and hair masks. 

sweet scent if you want. Take 
this mixture in your hand and 
gently rub it on your face and 
leave it on for a few minutes. 
Rinse you face with warm 
water and you will be able to 
feel the difference on your 
skin.

salts 
Orange

Lavender:

Dead Sea

Eucalyptus:

Cinnamon:

Green Tea:

: These are fresh, crisp and 
tangy. They work wonders for your skin 
and also lift your mood. 

 Relaxing, therapeutic and 
curative, they provide relief from 
tension and stress. 

: Apart from their healing 
properties, they also make your skin 
glow. 

 Has curative properties, 
which ease stiff muscles and also reduce 
pain. 

 Known for antibacterial 
properties, it flushes impurities from 
your system and refresh your pores. 
They also tone your skin. 

 For a softer and problem-
free skin, these work wonders. 

r o s e w a t e r  w o r k s  
wonders for you: 
1. Since rose oil has anti-
inflammatory properties, 
using rose water can help 
in reducing the redness 
from irritated or over-
heated skin. 
2. It is a great cleanser and 
aids in removing oil and 

dir t  accumulated in  
clogged pores. Thus 
preventing acne and 
pimples. 
3. It has astringent like 
properties, which is why it 
is used after facials and 
clean ups to close open 
pores. Applying rose 
water after steaming 
t ightens  capi l la r ies ,  
reduces redness and 
blotchiness. 
4. The aroma of roses is 
said to be a powerful 
mood enhancer. It rids you 
of feelings of anxiety and 
p romotes  emot iona l  
w e l l b e i n g ,  t h e r e b y  
making you look relaxed. 
Since it is de-stressing, it 
helps you sleep better 
which means you will 
wake up feeling fresh. 
5. The best and easiest 
way to use it is to apply 
it at night. It helps 
clear all impurities 
that your face has 
collected through 
the day. 

 Rose water

-There are a lot of 
d i ffe rent  shades  of  
eyeliners available in the 
market, pick the most 
commonly used ones like 
brown, blue, purple and 
grey which can be  
matched with most of 
your outfits.
- Yo u  c a n  u s e  t w o  
different shades of the 
same colour eyeliner at 
once by layering them. 
Use the darker colour 
closer to the eyelashes 
and the lighter one on the 
top.
-Nail colours are also a 
great way to brighten 
your look. So if bright 
makeup is not your thing, 
give your nails a dash of 
colour pop.
-Your  makeup  a l so  
depends on where you are 
going. If you are headed 
to a place that doesn't give 
m u c h  r o o m  f o r  
brightness, then just go 
red on the lips.

Avoid using hairstyling 
tools for a few days. Brittle 
nails Fancy party manicures 
and nail art make cuticles 
d r y  a n d  b r i t t l e .  To  
rejuvenate them, mix a 
teaspoon of olive oil to a few 
drops of lemon juice. 
Massage the mixture on 
your nails every night. Don't 
forget to wear gloves before 
going to sleep.
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There is wisdom in those words. Beautiful 
skin, hair and nails do not have to be 
synonymous with lighter wallets and wasting 
hours on end. We bring you a compilation of 
some amazing beauty techniques from around 
the world. Not only are they intriguing, but 
also completely natural. From soothing a flaky 

scalp to getting lustrous skin, there's a way to 
have it all.

Spanish circles
You surely must have tried cucumber slices to 
lighten dark circles around your eyes. And there's 
also a range of haemorrhoidal creams to treat 
under-eye circles. Weird as it sounds, it is 

supposed to work like a dream! Not brave 
enough to try it? Then follow Spanish women 
and use very thin potato slices over your 
eyes. Keep them on for ten minutes. You will 
notice that they actually lighten the skin 
reducing the blueness of the veins under your 
eyes.
Kiss cellulite goodbye, the Brazilian way
Cellulite is every woman's despair and there 
seems to be no way to shooing it away. Here's 
a thing to learn from Brazilian women, who 
rub sand on their bodies. When it comes to 
cellulite, dry brushing is the best, natural and 
probably, the only way to getting rid of them. 
So, use sand to kiss cellulite goodbye.
Greek TLC for lips
Beauty regimens need not mean spending a 
bomb on products or devoting a lot of time to 
it (unless you are greatly inspired by 

Top 20 natural 
ways for great 

Hair

Spending too much on expensive shampoos, but not getting the desired results that you see in 

TV ads? It is mostly possible and very common, because we see overly exaggerated results on 

TV, since these ads are designed to attract customers. 

ut, reality speaks a different 
story. Instead of spending on 
those branded shampoos and B

conditioners, Dr. Sandeep Suttar - Hair 
Restoration and Skin Rejuvenation 
surgeon at Hairrevive, Mumbai, shares 
some natural ways to get great hair. 
Follow these easy and simple steps to 
give that luster and shine to your hair, 
and flaunt your hair like the models do... 
Egg treatment 
Use the entire egg to condition your hair. 
If you have dry or brittle hair, use egg 
whites to moisturize your hair. Use ½ 
cup of any egg mixture (egg white, entire 
egg) and apply to clean, damp hair. 
Leave it for 20 minutes and rinse with 
cool water. 
Cleanliness is important 
The most important reason for hair fall is 
dandruff and itchy scalp. Therefore, 
maintain good cleanliness for 
beautiful and healthy hair. 
Avoid hot water 
Skip hot water showers, because 
hot water will make your hair dry 
and brittle as it strips protective 
oils from your hair - says Dr. 
Suttar. Thus, prefer a temperature 
which is just a bit warmer than 
your body temperature. 
Bottle gourd treatment 
Extract some bottle gourd juice 
and apply it into your hair. Keep 
this solution for half an hour and 
wash it off thoroughly. 
For that shiny soft hair 
Prepare a mixture of 1 cup of 
your daily conditioner and 2-3 
tablespoons of honey. Apply this 
mixture evenly on your wet hair. 
Leave it for 30 minutes and wash it 
off thoroughly. This mixture will 

close down your hair's cuticle and give your 
hair that amazing shine. 
Baking soda therapy 
Make a mixture of 3 tbsp. of baking soda and 
some water. Rinse your hair with this 
solution after shampooing. Let it set in 
for at least 5 minutes 

be fore  the  
f i n a l  

r i n s e .  
T h i s  

the

rapy will help to remove the excess 
shampoo and styling product from your 
hair. 
For bouncy hair 
Apply a one to one mixture of warm water 
and apple cider vinegar to your hair. Rinse it 
thoroughly after 5 minutes to get rid of the 
apple cider smell. 
Don't wash your hair frequently 
Wash your hair every 2-3 days, for proper 
regulation of natural hair oils. Washing 
your hair less often will also help regain 
your hair's natural body and luster. 
Make your conditioner 

For a protein packed conditioner, mix 
eggs and yogurt and rub it into your 

scalp. Leave on for five or 10 
minutes, and then wash it off 

completely. 
For strong hair 
Use almond oil to treat dry 
and damaged hair. It is a very 
simple procedure, pour 
some almond oil in a bowl 

and heat it for 40 seconds. 
Then evenly distribute on 

your hair. Leave it for 30 
minutes and then rinse 

normally with shampoo 
and conditioner using 
cold water. 
Say bye-bye to dull 

hair with lemon juice 
After the final rinse, apply 1 tsbp lemon juice to 
your hair. Simply towel dry your hair and style as 
normal to get rid of dry hair. 
Use protection before you jump into the pool 
Pools can do great damage to your hair as it 
contains harsh chemicals - says Dr Suttar. He 
says; prevent your hair from the pool 
damage by simply applying a little 
conditioner to your hair before you 
swim. This will protect your hair 
before it comes in contact with the 
pool water. 
Treat sun damaged hair 
Make a mixture of ½ cup 
honey, 1-2 tbsp olive oil 
and 1-2 tbsp of egg yolk. 
Apply this mixture on 
your hair for 20 

Beauty 
from around the worldfrom around the world

Rituals 

Cleopatra). Some of the most easily available 
things straight off your kitchen shelves can be used 
for beautifying your self. Greek and Italian women 
use olive oil to sooth and repair chapped lips. It is 
the best treatment to heal dry and irritated skin. It 
also conditions skin and lips while making it glow 
beautifully.
Chinese anti-ageing
Want skin that defies age-related problems? Sip on 
white tea like the Chinese do. It protects your skin 
from free radicals and you don't need to worry 
about Botox, fillers, collagen and the likes.
Australian dandruff cure
Suffering from dandruff? Add a few drops of 
eucalyptus oil or tea tree oil to your shampoo and 
kiss those flakes goodbye. This is a foolproof trick 
from down under to getting rid of dandruff. Be 
careful with the essential oils though. Massage 
your scalp with a few drops to see the change.
Scandinavian skincare
They aren't called the world's most beautiful 
women for nothing. Scandinavian women are 
credited with flawless skin and aging gracefully. 
Water plays an essential role in their skincare 
regime, drinking lots of spring water along with 
treating their face to it. Steaming your face while in 
the shower helps open the pores and unclog all the 
impurities lodged in them. You can also use a hot 
towel to cover your face for a few minutes for this 
purpose. Then splash your face with ice cold water. 
Cold water closes the pores and tightens the skin. It 
also helps eliminate puffiness. A good 20 splashes 
with cold water should do the trick.
Dominican way to stronger nails
So what is the secret to the super strong nails of 
women from the Dominican Republic? Garlic. It is 
the natural way to strengthen your nails and to 
ward off vampires! Want sturdy nails? Chop fresh 
garlic pods and add them to a bottle of clear nail 
polish. Leave them in there for seven to eight days. 
Paint your nails with this concoction. Although it 
will smell initially, it is a small price to pay to 
getting rid of brittle nails.

minutes and then rinse with warm water. This 
treatment will help to replenish keratin protein bonds 
- says Dr. Suttar. 
Tight is NO-NO 
To prevent breakage due to brittle hair avoid using 
bands and do not tie your hair too tightly. 
The proper brushing technique 
Avoid using a comb with plastic bristles to prevent 
hair breakage from static electricity. The best way to 
brush your hair is by first brushing the ends to remove 
tangles and then take the long stokes from the roots of 
the hair to the ends. This technique will help proper 
spreading of natural hair oil and thus prevent 
breakage. 
Moisturize your hair 

Pour a little beer in your wet hair. 
Distribute evenly and massage your 

scalp with your fingers for 20 
m i n u t e s .  T h e n  r i n s e  i t  

thoroughly to get rid of the 
bee r  sme l l .  Do  th i s  
procedure once a week for 
salon smooth hair. Dr. 
S u t t a r  s a y s -  i t  i s  
r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  
people with sinus and 
cold should avoid 
using this treatment. 
Tr i m  y o u r  h a i r  
regularly 
G e t  y o u r  h a i r  
trimmed at least 
every six weeks to 

eliminate dry, 
split ends. 

Do not brush 
wet hair 

Wet hair is 
t h r e e  
t i m e s  
weaker 
and thus 

m o r e  
likely to 

b r e a k  -  
s a y s  D r.  

Suttar. He 
recommends

, towel dry your hair 
first and then gently detangle 

your hair using a wide tooth comb. 
Let your hair air-dry 

Allow your hair to dry by itself instead of 
using a blow-dryer or hot rollers. Using this 

artificial mode of drying technique will make 
your hair more brittle and dry. If you have no time 
to let your hair air dry, then use blow-dryer 
sparingly and make sure you use a warm setting 
instead of a hot setting. 
Good diet 
Drink lots of water and eat a healthy diet of raw 
fruits and vegetables. The most effective home 
treatment for hair care is a healthy diet. You are 
what you eat, and what you put into your body will 

be reflected on the outside.
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