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Questions Raised Over Post-Retirement Extension: 
Mahanagar Metro Exposes High-Level Autocracy and Multi-Crore 

Financial Irregularities at Ahmedabad Kidney Hospital
Mahanagar Metro Desk
AHMEDABAD.   The controversy
surrounding post-retirement exten-
sions in Gujarat’s autonomous health-
care institutions has escalated into a
major investigative dispute. Despite
clear administrative directives previ-
ously highlighted by BJP State Presi-
dent C.R. Paatil—stipulating that
post-retirement extensions in govern-
ment and semi-government positions
should be strictly curbed to provide
opportunities to young, meritorious
professionals—the regulations appear
largely confined to paper at Ahmed-
abad’s world-renowned Kidney Hos-
pital (IKDRC). Serious questions have
emerged over the exceptional service
extension granted to the institute’s di-
rector, Dr. Pranjal Modi.Unilateral
Control and Alleged Financial Irregu-
laritiesAccording to insider reports,
the administrative conduct of Dr.
Pranjal Modi has come under severe
scrutiny, with staff and medical circles
alleging an autocratic leadership
model that bypasses standard operat-
ing procedures and established over-
sight mechanisms.The premier
healthcare institute receives substan-
tial central grants and allocations
under the Prime Minister’s National
Relief Fund and related health initia-
tives to provide affordable, specialized

tertiary care. However, whistleblow-
ers and internal sources allege
widespread financial mismanagement
and diversion of funds amounting to
crores of rupees, claiming that actual
infrastructural and patient care out-
comes fall far short of the extensive
budgetary support provided.Media
Gag: Reporter Intimidated at Hospital
GatesFollowing Mahanagar Metro’s
preliminary investigative report on the
alleged irregularities, hospital author-
ities reportedly launched retaliatory
measures rather than addressing the
concerns transparently.When a corre-
spondent from Mahanagar Metro ar-
rived at the facility to conduct an

on-ground reality check and verify
claims with hospital administrators,
security personnel intercepted the
journalist at the entrance, denied ac-
cess to public areas of the campus, and
issued explicit verbal threats.Efforts to
seek formal clarification from Dr.
Pranjal Modi directly proved futile.
The Director has consistently declined
phone calls and refused to respond to
detailed queries submitted by the Ed-
itor, fueling suspicions of deliberate
evasion.Questions of High-Level Pa-
tronage and AccountabilityThe grow-
ing standoff has ignited intense debate
across administrative, political, and
medical corridors regarding the exter-

nal influences sustaining Dr. Modi’s
tenure. Observers question whether
high-level political patronage or influ-
ential organizational connections are
insulating the hospital administration
from statutory scrutiny and vigilance
inquiries.Critics emphasize that un-
monitored financial leakage of tax-
payer money and public health funds
directly contradicts the central govern-
ment's stated vision of zero-tolerance
against corruption and administrative
opacity.Demands for a High-Level
Central ProbeThe developments have
triggered widespread calls for external
intervention:Will the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) institute an indepen-
dent, high-level inquiry into the uti-
lization of central allocations and
administrative extensions at the insti-
tute?Will the Gujarat Health Depart-
ment initiate a comprehensive forensic
audit of the hospital’s financial books
and procurement procedures?How
long will transparency and patient
welfare remain compromised by insti-
tutional impunity?Mahanagar Metro
demands that institutional account-
ability be restored immediately and
that the oversight mechanisms of the
central and state governments inter-
vene to safeguard public funds and
healthcare integrity.
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Mahanagar Metro Desk
Bhachau – Kutch
Rupesh Solanki
The famous Ramdev Pir Fair will
be held on September 22, 2026,
with traditional religious faith and
devotion at the sacred premises of
the Shri Ramdev Pir Temple, lo-
cated near Vondh in Bhachau
Taluka of Kutch district. As in
previous years, a large number of
devotees from nearby villages
and various parts of Kutch are ex-
pected to attend the fair. The peo-
ple of Kutch have deep faith and
devotion towards Ramdev Pir. In
many parts of Kutch, Ramdev Pir
temples are closely associated
with the religious faith and senti-
ments of the people. Devotees
visit these temples on various re-

ligious occasions, offer prayers
and seek the blessings of Ramdev
Pir. The arrival of devotees at the
fair near Vondh will begin early
in the morning. Devotees will
have darshan of Ramdev Pir, per-
form worship and offer sacred
flags as a symbol of their devo-
tion and prayers for the fulfilment
of their wishes. The temple
premises will resonate with devo-
tional songs, religious chants and
a deeply spiritual atmosphere.
Various stalls selling household
items, toys, religious articles and
food items will also be set up at
the fairground. The vibrant atmo-
sphere of the fair will be a special
attraction for children and fami-
lies. Visitors will also get an op-
portunity to experience glimpses

of Kutch's rich folk culture and
rural traditions. The significance
of the Ramdev Pir
Fair is not limited to
religious faith alone.
Such traditional fairs
play an important role
in strengthening so-
cial unity, mutual
brotherhood and in-
terpersonal relationships among
people. Following a tradition that
has continued for years, people
from rural areas attend the fair
with their family members and
relatives, enjoying moments of
togetherness along with their re-
ligious devotion. Considering the
large number of devotees ex-
pected to attend the fair, the
movement of people around the

temple premises and nearby areas
is likely to increase. It is also ex-

pected that neces-
sary arrangements
will be made at the
local level to ensure
that devotees arriv-
ing from distant
places do not face
any inconvenience.

The Ramdev Pir Fair at Vondh,
which beautifully represents the
harmony of faith, culture and folk
traditions on the land of Kutch,
has become an important centre
of devotion for people every year.
On September 22, the entire at-
mosphere is expected to become
deeply devotional with the res-
onating chants of “Jai Ramdev
Pir Maharaj!”

A Huge Gathering of Devotees Expected at the Famous
Ramdev Pir Fair in Vondh, Kutch
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rates amid high inflation and a depreciating currency. A It was a big week for monetary policy with advanced 
prolonged tightening by advanced economies—not economies raising interest rates in quick succession. 
completely ruled out yet—would make things difficult While the European Central Bank was the first in recent 
for emerging ones.times to raise three key interest rates by 25 basis points 

earlier this month, the US Federal Reserve raised its A higher rate in the US strengthens the dollar and puts 
benchmark rate by a similar margin on Wednesday—its pressure on other currencies because oil and gas, 
first hike since 2023. They were followed by the Bank of agricultural products and most other major imports are 
Japan on Friday, which raised its policy rate to a 31-year- priced in the American greenback. Currency weakness 
high. Bucking the trend, the Bank of England left its rate can complicate central banks’ fight against inflation. 
unchanged, but is likely follow suit in the coming weeks. Besides, a higher US rate would firm up global bond 

yields, prompting capital outflows from emerging The coordinated hikes raise the question whether we are 
markets and putting further pressure on currencies.heading into a synchronised monetary tightening phase, 

abruptly ending the easing cycle. Given the global In India, retail inflation is well within the RBI’s tolerance 
uncertainties, higher energy prices and rising bond yields, band at present, but it may remain elevated enough to 
chances are that inflation would remain above central warrant rate hikes of 25-50 bps in 2026. While the RBI 

economies are facing different problems. The US Fed was bank targets for some time. This poses another key maintains that its policy decisions are based on domestic 
responding to persistent retail inflation amid resilient question: are interest rates going to stay higher for longer? roadmaps and do not blindly follow the Fed footprint, a 
demand, whereas the ECB was dealing with an energy- weakening rupee, persistent capital outflows and Regardless of whether these moves mark the beginning of a 
driven inflation shock complicating growth prospects, widening interest rate differential would complicate its prolonged rate-hike phase, what’s unusual is that though 
while Japan is finally breaking from decades of ultra-low job of balancing the inflation-growth dynamics.the central banks are responding to rising prices, their 

Arc from Kazan to 
Delhi via Tianjin

The politics of leverage

Monetary tightening in the US, Europe and Japan makes RBI's job tougher

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s meeting with 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the 
sidelines of the BRICS Summit in New Delhi was 
the third between the two leaders in three years. 
Under the strategic guidance of the two leaders, 
China-India relations have gradually emerged 
from a low ebb, moving from a new start to further 
improvement.The Kazan meeting in October 2024 
marked the restart. After years of friction, the two 
leaders reaffirmed a fundamental truth: China and 
India are not rivals by destiny, but neighbours by 
geography and partners by interest. President Xi 
framed the relationship as a question of how two 
countries of over 1.4 billion people each can live 
side by side in harmony and pursue common 
development.
Results followed. Border areas returned to 
tranquillity. High-level dialogues resumed. Indian 
pilgrims once again travelled to Mount Kailash and 
Manasarovar. The relationship was, as a Chinese 
official put it, “returning to the main channel of 
cooperation”.The Tianjin meeting in August 2025 
on the sidelines of the SCO Summit marked the 
second phase: elevation. This was not merely about 
managing differences but deepening partnership. 
President Xi told Prime Minister Modi that being 
“good neighbours and friends, partners who 
achieve mutual success, and realising the ‘dragon-
elephant dance’” should be the correct choice for 
both.The two sides identified development as their 
greatest common denominator. Foreign ministers 
reached a 10-point consensus, including mutual 
support for each other’s diplomatic events—India 
for the 2026 BRICS Summit and China for 2027. 
Trade volumes hit new highs. People-to-people 
exchanges reawakened. Tianjin proved the 
relationship could move beyond crisis 
management toward positive agenda-setting.The 
New Delhi meeting this month represents the third 
phase: consolidation and normalisation. For the 
first time in seven years, a Chinese head of State 
visited India. The fact that the two leaders have 
now met three times in succession signals that 
summit diplomacy has become an institutionalised 
feature of the relationship, not an occasional 
exception.In New Delhi, President Xi offered four 
guiding principles: calibrating direction with 
objective and rational strategic cognition; 
achieving mutual success through win-win 
cooperation; removing disturbances with political 
wisdom of mutual respect and accommodation; 
and benefiting the world through open and 
inclusive multilateral collaboration. The message 
was clear: Beijing sees New Delhi as a partner and 
is prepared to invest in that partnership for the long 
haul.China has always viewed and developed its 
relations with India from a strategic height and with 
a long-term view. As two major ancient 
civilisations, China and India should demonstrate 
sufficient wisdom and capacity to maintain and 
develop their bilateral ties.The two countries offer 
each other development opportunities, not threats. 
This strategic judgement is based on the 
development stages of the two countries and the 
international environment, and serves the common 
interests of both countries and their peoples.It is 
expected that China and India will maintain the 
right direction in the development of their 
relationship, advance exchanges and cooperation 
in various fields, promote the steady and sustained 
development of ties, and make due contributions to 
the cause of human progress.How, then, does 
Beijing see BRICS evolving under China’s 
chairmanship next year? The answer lies in the 
vision of a ‘Golden BRICS’. As the grouping enters 
its third decade, China believes the mechanism 
must evolve from a talking shop into a platform of 
action that delivers tangible benefits for the Global 
South.

ZToday’s first-time voters and women are not easily swayed by yesterday’s divisive politics and electoral punchlines. As BJP 
tries to counter CJP’s school reforms campaign, can others address the ills?

Akali Dal to fight the election together, or not. Both sides TWO pieces of news this week, from Washington DC and The location of the launch — in Pathankot, at the Ekta 
are keenly aware that an alliance could work to their Punjab, have unerringly put their finger on the meaning Sthal, the site which memorialises Syama Prasad 
mutual benefit — BJP candidates may be able to gain entry of the word, leverage — not quite Shylock and Antonio in Mookerjee, the founder of the Jana Sangh, and his 
into Punjab’s villages, largely dominated by Sikhs, where The Merchant of Venice, but close.The first bit of news journey from this city to Jammu back in May 1953, to 
they have been shown black flags until now; and the Akali from Trump’s DC revolves around the Lindsey O. break J&K’s permit system — was no less significant.
Dal may have access to the BJP’s Hindu voters in the urban Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act, 2026, which Mookerjee remains a towering figure in the BJP pantheon. 

areas.At least, this is the theory, as the threatens countries like India with up to 100 
battle for Punjab is launched this week. per cent tariffs, if they continue to do business 
And then there’s Amritpal Singh, the with Russia.
radical MP from Khadoor Sahib who If Trump had read his Shakespeare, he would 

has been behind bars for the last three know by now not to do this. Modi has just 

years in a Dibrugarh jail, and whose come off a big summit in which both Vladimir 

political outfit, Waris Punjab De, has Putin and Xi Jinping, two out of three of the 

been showing up on the graph of every world’s most powerful leaders, have 

political party these last few months.participated. The newspapers are full of how 
The problem is that in real life, leverage Russia has supplied 51 per cent of India’s oil 

never quite works that way. Trump imports since the US-Israel war against Iran 
knows it and PM Modi knows it — his over the last six months. The Army Chief has 
experiences as a younger pracharak in been in Russia most of this week, negotiating 
the 1980s across Punjab and Haryana new arms deals.What kind of leverage does 
have given him an understanding of the Trump think he can have with Modi if he signs 
people of this border state few others in the Russia and Iran Act? Does he think India 
the BJP have. Modi knows that for an will withdraw from fright — a bit like 
alliance between the BJP and the Akali Antonio, whimpering and snivelling, before 
Dal to work requires more than just the Portia marches up and turns the tables on 
slice-and-dice of caste (Jat Sikh, Dalit Shylock — and call off its multi-faceted ties 
Sikh, Punjabi Khatri, for example) or with Moscow?
religion (gurdwara, temple, dera); that And then there’s the BJP here in Punjab, seeking 

this tiny state with only 13 MPs and a to expand its influence, another word for 

Muslim population verging on the leverage, hoping the people of this border state 

insignificant is still capable of turning will reward it with their affection in the 

the national mood topsy-turvy; that it coming Assembly polls.With six months left 

took someone like RSS chief Mohan to go, every political party is also aiming at the 

Bhagwat to admit in Ludhiana in same thing. The ruling AAP has promised to 

February that the “RSS considers increase dearness allowance for state The party is commemorating his 125th birth anniversary 
Sikhism a separate and distinct religion.”Certainly, Trump employees. The Congress is trying to unify its this year. His slogan, “ek desh mein do vidhan, do 
knows there’s something about Punjab — otherwise the fragmented state unit. Shiromani Akali Dal’s Sukhbir pradhan aur do nishan nahin chalega!” (the same nation 
tasteless US Department of Homeland Security Badal is travelling across the districts, trying to revive his can’t have two Constitutions, two Prime Ministers and 
advertisement targeting a bearded South Asian man (“get party, so he can have better leverage in any future two flags), against Article 370, which gave special status 
off our roads, Mr Singh”) wouldn’t have been withdrawn conversations with a potential ally, the BJP. to J&K, has resounded across the decades. When the 

The larger question looms large. Is Punjab playing chess so quickly. The US President now has nine days to decide Article was abolished in 2019, the BJP fulfilled one of the 
these days or is it gambling for its future. If it’s the former, whether to sign off on the Russia Act that also targets three ideological vows it has maintained since the party 
who are the pawns in this larger great game? If the latter, India. Certainly, he should know that Indians love to was launched in 1980. (The other two are the building of 
who holds the cards?So what’s been significant this week disagree with each other till the cows in the paddy fields of the Ram temple in Ayodhya and the implementation of a 
is the manner in which the BJP is unveiling its Punjab Punjab eat their fill and come home — and argue about Uniform Civil Code — Uttarakhand has already done it, 
campaign. Party president Nitin Nabin showed up in who to vote for and why in the coming Assembly elections while Gujarat, Assam and Madhya Pradesh are on course; 
Pathankot wearing a turban and brandishing a sword, — but when it comes to questions of foreign policy, from all are BJP-ruled states.)Nabin’s message in Pathankot 
launching the party’s anti-drugs yatra with a few words in Nehru to Vajpayee, Manmohan Singh and Modi, Indians was crystal clear. The BJP will woo Punjab, but not at the 
Punjabi; incidentally, both Nabin and state party from across the country will rally around their government cost of its own ideology.The question is, how this will 
president Kewal Dhillon spoke from prepared texts. in Delhi.unfold in the coming months. Will the BJP ally with the 

The Great Game: The problem is that in real life, it never quite works that way. Trump knows it and so does Modi

etched as an autonomous category on the electoral map for Union government.   and sprinkled his addresses with Gen Z colloquialisms In the recent elections in northern and western India, 
time to come, overriding their castes. such as “OG” and “flex”, mixing in a Bollywoodish women have indisputably evolved into an electoral The BJP, which rules in 21 states and Union territories as 

punchline—“Dhurandhar na ho lekin dhoom machaye constituency unto themselves, smashing the bounds of This year also marks another pivotal shift in electoral well as the Centre, was the hardest hit. So far, it had 
hai” (They may not be stalwarts but they have caused a patriarchal diktat. The seemingly impossible landscaping caused by the emergence of a new vote bloc: comfortably cruised on an admixture of Hindutva, caste 
splash)—at a recent event at Delhi’s Shri Ram College of development was achieved by an amalgam of schemes Gen Z, or those born between 1997 and 2012. It originated equations, smart alliances and Modi’s charisma. It was 
Commerce. His attempt didn’t hit the spot. The contrast with nifty titles and handing financial doles in tranches serendipitously in a courtroom and on an X post before thrown into a tizzy, realising that its winning quartet of 
with his appearance at the same college in 2013, shortly under the rubric of ‘gender empowerment’. It was an getting a life of its own in the shape of the Cockroach Janta attributes no longer guaranteed victory. It would have to 

after he had been declared his party’s PM incremental step dictated by electoral considerations to Party, which is still non-committal about its political 
candidate, was striking to those who covered create an independent vote bank. plans.The discovery of Gen Z’s potential to reshape 
both the events.Thirteen years ago, Modi was an politics had nothing to do with the prosaic Tamil Nadu pioneered gender outreach long before states 
attractive novelty in the national capital. The calculations of parties who mapped their projections north of the Vindhyas thought of the concept. M G 
students then—now corporate workers and on old metrics. The CJP’s humongous protests at Ramachandran promoted female entrepreneurship and 
independent professionals—were beneficiaries Jantar Mantar torpedoed the forecasts made by introduced social security and women’s pensions, while J 
of Manmohan Singh’s economic reforms. Yet political parties for future elections. The BJP—which Jayalalithaa followed up on her mentor’s initiatives by 
they were apparently sold on Modi, then the consistently gained a bulk of the young votes enhancing disbursement to women’s self-help groups, 
Gujarat Chief Minister, and his governance (Millennials plus Gen Z) since 2014—took their sanctioning nine months’ maternity leave and legislating 
model, and perceived him as the best thing that allegiance to Narendra Modi for granted.50 percent representation to women in civic bodies.
could happen to the economy. He struck a chord While the demand for former education minister Similarly, Bihar CM Nitish Kumar released a ?10,000 

wi th  his  col lege-canteen one- l iners ,  Dharmendra Pradhan’s resignation was the grant to women via direct benefit transfer so that the 

management evangelism gleaned from self-help ostensible trigger for the protests, spearheaded and money would not be pocketed by male relatives, 

books, national pride and a blackout of sustained by the youths primarily from the North and subsidised bicycles and school uniforms for girls, and set 

unpleasant home truths. It looked like Modi was West, the lineup of targets expanded to include the aside 35 percent of government jobs for women. The 

a synonym for unbridled optimism.government’s top guns who were lampooned in cherry on top was a total ban on liquor sale to contain 
Last week, as Modi walked a ramp at Vadodara’s M S memes, videos, poetry and songs. Indeed, having tasted domestic violence and straighten household spending, think beyond caste and religion. Generally nimble-footed, 
University Pavilion Grounds for a Gen Z engagement, blood, the CJP did not relent even after the Jantar Mantar though the policy is not a sure-fire success. unlike the lumbering Congress, the BJP recast the 
CJP founders led by Abhijeet Dipke amplified a campaign demonstration ended. In Maharashtra, the National Democratic Alliance’s blueprint, pivoting to Gen Z.
they had launched on Independence Day—a School Thik The agenda segued into a crusade, undergirded on the pledge of the Majhi Ladki Bahin scheme swung women However, unlike its well-thought-out strategies of the 
Karo (Set Schools Right) initiative to expose the terrible demand for accountability and punishment for offenders votes almost en bloc from the opposition. In Uttar past, the party seemed confused by the new challenge 
conditions at government schools across the country and from the government. The CJP narrowed its focus on Pradesh, which votes in early 2027, CM Yogi Adityanath from a demography that is thinking distinctly and 
pressure local authorities to act. This week on the PM’s public education, which aligned with its original raison has promised to hand over ?50,000 to women in three articulating concerns in barely-understood morphology. 
birthday, it extended the campaign in Rajasthan on to d’être: the distress suffered by students following paper instalments.Women—once regarded as appendages to The BJP started by addressing superficialities. Modi used 
Adivasi School Thik Karo.leakages in competitive national exams managed by the their fathers, husbands, brothers and even sons—are now hip-hop lingo in place of the BJP’s Sanskritised discourse 

The unseemly scramble for Gen Z votes

Currency weakness can complicate central banks’ fight against inflation
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These places offer more than just photo opportunities. 
Many of them have been significant for people 
throughout history as places of pilgrimage and worship. 
Even if the faith isn't your own many of them resonate 
with an atmosphere of reverence and solemnity that will 
touch the least religious soul. You will often leave feeling 
connected, if not to the whole of nature, at least to the 
chain of human history. 
Machu Picchu, Petra, Angkor Wat, the Parthenon and the 
Pyramids appear in this list, proving that it's not just the 
meditative perspective of remote mountain tops that 
pilgrims seek out in order to connect with their spiritual 
side. These wondrous monuments are attractions from a 
purely historic and architectural viewpoint as well, and 
many people don't realise until they arrive how much of 
the atmosphere survives beyond the visitors and their 
cameras. 
You may have already planned to visit one of these sacred 
places on your holiday - even to us modern folk many of 
them have a certain regenerative and restorative power. 
Could it be the perspective they give on human history, or 
is it just seeing such a revered spot in person and feeling 
the atmosphere that gives you something to think about 
and share with friends and family when you return? 
Many of the places on this list are worth building a 
holiday around so trawl though and plan yourself a mini 
pilgrimage and recharge your spiritual batteries.

Stonehenge

More than nine hundred stone rings exist in the British 
Isles and twice that number may originally have been 
built. These megalithic structures are more accurately 
called rings rather than circles because they often display 
non-circular elliptical shapes; Stonehenge, however, is 
circular. It is difficult to precisely date the stone rings 
because of the scarcity of datable remains associated 
with them, but it is known that they were constructed 
during the Neolithic period, which in southern England 
lasted from approximately 4000 to 2000 BC.
Before the development of archaeological dating 
methods, 17th century antiquarians assumed that 
Stonehenge and other megalithic structures were 
constructed by the Druids. The Druids, however, had 
nothing to do with the construction or use of the stone 
rings. The Celtic society, in which the Druid priesthood 
functioned, came into existence in Britain only after 300 
BC; more than 1500 years after the last stone rings were 
constructed. Historians in the 19th century often 
attributed the stone rings to Egyptian travelers who were 
thought to have infused Europe with Bronze Age culture. 
With the development of Carbon-14 dating techniques, 
the infusion-diffusion concepts of European Neolithic 
history were abandoned and the megalithic structures 
were shown to predate Egyptian culture.
Mid-20th century archaeology generally assumed stone 
rings were used for ritual activities and recent research 
has deepened our understandings. Beginning in the 
1950's, Oxford University engineer Professor Alexander 
Thom and astronomer Gerald Hawkins pioneered the 
study of the astronomies of ancient civilizations, or 
archaeoastronomy. Conducting precise surveys at 
hundreds of stone rings, archaeoastronomers discovered 
significant celestial alignments indicating that the stone 
rings were used as astronomical observatories. These 

studies also revealed the extraordinary mathematical 
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  a n d  
engineering abilities with 
which the stone rings were 
built.
Stonehenge, the most well 
known stone ring, is a 
composite structure built 
during three periods from 
3 1 0 0  t o  11 0 0  B C .  
Constructed with massive 
stones weighing as much 
as twenty-five tons and 
transported from quarry 
locations hundreds of 
miles away, Stonehenge 
was a structure with 
multiple purposes. It was a 
monument of nearly 
imper i shab le  na tu re  
located at a specific site of 
terrestrial energetic power 
and celestial significance. 
It was an astronomical 
observation device used to 
predict, in advance of their 
occurrence, particular 

periods in the annual cycle when the earth energies were 
most highly influenced by the sun, moon and stars. It was a 
temple, built by and for the people, in which festivals of 
renewal were held at those energetic periods determined by 
astronomical observations. It was a structure built with 
certain types of stones, positioned according to sacred 
geometry, which functioned as a sort of battery for 
gathering, concentrating and emanating the earth energies 
of the site. It was also an eclipse predictor of astonishing 
accuracy.

Bagan Temples
There are two enormous ancient 
temple complexes in Southeast Asia: 
Bagan in Burma and Angkor in 
Cambodia. Both sites are remarkable 
for their expanse of sacred geography 
and the number and size of their 
individual temples. For many visitors 
Bagan is the more extraordinary 
because of its wonderful views.
Scattered across a vast dusty plain may 
be seen scores of exotic Buddhist 
temples. The kingdoms of Bagan date 
to the early 2nd century AD, yet the 
region entered its golden age during the 
reign of King Anawrahta in 1057 AD. 
From this time, until it was overrun by 
Kublai Khan's forces in 1287 AD, more 
than 13,000 temples, pagodas and 
other religious structures were built. Today, seven centuries 
later, approximately 2,200 temples remain standing. The 
river Irrawaddy has washed away nearly one-third of the 
original city area, thieves have torn apart many temples in 
search of treasures, while earthquakes and the ravages of 
time have reduced hundreds of other temples to piles of 
crumbling stones.
Two of the loveliest temples are the Mahabodhi and 

Gawdawpalin. The Mahabodhi, a smaller replica of the 
famous Bodhi temple in Bodh Gaya, India (where the 
Buddha attained enlightenment), was built during the 13th 
century reign of King Nantaungmya and is covered with 
niches containing seated Buddha figures. The 60 meter tall 
Gawdawpalin temple, built in the 12th century by King 
Narapatisithu, was badly damaged in a 1975 earthquake but 
has since been reconstructed. Many of the temples of Bagan 
are still functioning and large numbers of pilgrims visit the 
ancient holy place.

Baalbek
In the hills of Lebanon stands the temple complex of 
Baalbek, one of the most enigmatic holy places of ancient 
times. According to orthodox archaeological theory, the 
story of Baalbek goes back approximately 5000 years. 
Excavations around the Roman Temple of Jupiter have 
uncovered remains dating to the Early Bronze Age (2900-
2300 BC). During the 1st millennium BC, the Phoenicians 
chose the site of Baalbek for a temple to their Sun-god Baal 

and legends tell that 
B a a l b e k  w a s  t h e  
birthplace of Baal. Next 
came the Seleucid and 
Roman Empires and it 
is to the Romans (64 
BC - 312 AD) that 
archaeologists attribute 
the many and massive 
temple foundations of 
Baalbek.
The Roman city at 
B a a l b e k ,  c a l l e d  
Heliopolis or the City 
o f  t h e  S u n  a n d  
dedicated to the sun 
god  Jupi te r,  does  
contain the largest 
stone structures ever 
built in the Roman 

Empire. The Romans, however, did not have the 
engineering or construction skills necessary for the carving 
and placement of the enormous blocks of stone which 
underlie their own constructions. The courtyard of the 
Jupiter temple, completed around 60 AD, is situated upon a 
platform, called the Grand Terrace, which consists of a pre-
Roman outer wall formed of immense, finely crafted and 
precisely positioned blocks. These blocks of stone, ranging 
in weight from 450 tons to 1200 tons, are the largest pieces 

The top 5  sacred 
spaces in the

of stonework ever crafted in the world. Why these stones, as 
large as 69 feet long by 14 feet wide, are such an enigma to 
contemporary scientists is that their method of quarrying, 
transportation and placement is beyond the technological 
ability of any known ancient or modern builders. These great 
blocks of stone show extensive evidence of wind and sand 
erosion that is absent from the Roman temples, indicating 
their construction dates from a far earlier age. Finally, the 
stones of Baalbek show stylistic similarities to other 
cyclopean stone walls at verifiably pre-Roman sites such as 
the Acropolis foundation in Athens, the foundations of 
Myceneae, and the megalithic constructions of 
Ollyantaytambo in Peru and Tiahuanaco in Bolivia.

Canterbury Cathedral
Mother church of the Anglican communion and the seat of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, this wonderful cathedral has 
featured heavily in English history—most notoriously in 1170 
when Archbishop Thomas Becket was murdered in the 
cathedral, since when the cathedral has attracted thousands of 
pilgrims. It also featured in Geoffrey Chaucer's Canterbury 
Tales. The Cathedralwas founded in 597AD by St 
Augustine—sent to convert the heathens of Britain by Pope 
Gregory the Great.
Augustine's original building under the nave was extensively 
rebuilt and enlarged by the Saxons, and the cathedral was 

rebuilt completely by the Normans in 1070 following a major 
fire. A staircase and parts of the North Wall—in the area of the 
North West transept, also called the Martyrdom—remain 
from that building. The church was substantially rebuilt at the 
end of the 14th century in the high English gothic style.

The Parthenon
The supreme expression of ancient Greek architectural 
genius, the Parthenon has enchanted painters and poets for 
two thousand years. Neolithic remains indicate a continuous 
sacred use of the hill from at least 2800 BC. Built upon the 
foundations of an earlier Mycenean temple, the first known 
Hellenistic structures, dating from the 6th century BC, were 
temples dedicated to the goddess Athena. In 480 BC Persians 
destroyed these temples and in 447 BC the Athenian leader 
Pericles erected the presently standing temple of Athena. 
Made of white marble, the temple had 46 columns, was roofed 
with tiles, and enshrined a 40 foot tall golden statue of Athena. 
The Parthenon has suffered considerable damage over the 
centuries. In 296 BC the gold from the statue was removed; in 
the 5th century AD the temple was converted into a Christian 
church; in 1460 it housed a Turkish mosque; in 1687 gun-
powder stored by the Turks inside the temple exploded and 
destroyed the central area; and in 1803 much of the remaining 
sculpture was sold by the Turks, who controlled Greece at the 
time, to the Englishman Lord Elgin, who then removed the 
sculptures and sold them to the British Museum.
The name Parthenon refers to Athena Parthenos, the daughter 
of Zeus. Patroness of Athens, she represents spiritual 
development, intellect and understanding, and is the symbol 
of the human aspiration for wisdom. The character of Athena 
represented these qualities yet it was the sacred geographical 
location, the astronomical orientation and the sacred 
geometry of the temple which actually generated the qualities 
for which Athena was known. In the Greek religious tradition 
particular geographical locations were known to have and 
express specific energetic characteristics. Therefore, while 
Greek sacred architecture praises the qualities of certain 
deities, it was understood that the deities themselves were 
metaphors for unique natural powers which already existed 
before the temples were constructed. Certain holy places 
around Greece, being expressive of specific powers, were also 
understood to be in spatial relationship with one another, as 
shown by the study of sacred geography. The temples 
developed at these sites incorporated sophisticated 
mathematical and astronomical knowledge which further 
enhanced the powers inherent at these places.
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Fired
losing your job is something that is at the 
very top of most people's worry lists.
Whether you've been underperforming 
when it comes to sales, or the company 

you work for has been implementing 
cutbacks; feeling insecure in your 
employment can have a huge impact on 
your mental health.
In a thread on Reddit, users asked 

managers and HR staff to share some of the 
known warning signs indicating you may be 
about to be given your notice.

1. Receiving fewer emails from your boss.
User team-evil wrote that 
receiving "fewer emails 
a b o u t  p r o j e c t s  a n d  
corporate events is bad. 
More emails regarding 
performance issues is 
worse".

2. Being asked too many 

questions
Someone writing under the 
name 19southmainco 
suggested that being asked 
for a comprehensive list of 
" e v e r y t h i n g "  y o u ' r e  
working on was a warning 
sign.

He recalled that before he was laid off, he 
"had my editor come up to me and ask what I 
was working on".
When he explained that they had some 

espend major part of our lives at 
the workplace. Hence the wenvironment should be such that 

we should be able to look forward to work 
and not dread it.
Among several other things that make your 
workplace tolerable, the most important are 
the people or colleagues as we call them. We 
do have our loyal set of friends, both from 
childhood and college. However, we do meet 
some interesting people at our workplace too 
who go on to become our best buddies for 
life. There are all kinds of people at work and 
the list can be exhaustive. However, here are 
a few interesting ones that are part of every 
organisation.
Altruistic: This person would go out of his 
way to make others happy, sometimes at the 
cost of getting himself in trouble. People take 
undue advantage of him for their selfish 
gains.
Chamchi: She loves to be in the good 
books of the boss. She's willing to go 
the extra mile to make the boss happy. 
She will spy on colleagues, sweet talk 
you into giving out information only 
to pass it on to the boss. She always 
speaks in favour of her superior and 
also covers up for her absence. 
However, it's not difficult to spot one 
at work. People can easily identify her 
and know better than to confide in her. 
The life expectancy of a chamchi in 
the organisation will last only till the 
boss exists.
Reliable: This person is the best of the 
lot. Want someone to work on your 
weekly off? She's only too willing to 
lend her supporting hand. You can 
confide your secrets in her and be sure 
they won't be shared.
Couch potato: He's the hungry jack. 
Always munching something or the 
other. His desk is filled with food 
items of all sorts — chips, cup 
noodles, biscuits, chocolates. He loves 
to eat and keeps ordering food from 
outside. Be on good terms with him as 
he can be your saviour when you are 
hungry.
Noncommittal: Such people mind 
their business and choose to be blind 
to the happenings around. All they 
want is to be paid at the end of every 
month. They might offer lip sympathy, 
but never expect them to stand by you 

during crisis.
Backstabber: He's very social and talks to 
everybody. But his intentions aren't genuine. 
You never know when he'll let you down. He 
might let you down when you least expect it. 
Should he land in crisis, he will use you to get 
out of it. For instance, if the boss is unhappy 
with your work, he'll conveniently place the 
blame on you to save his a**.
Rumour monger: She's always 
hungry for interesting gossips so she 
can pass it on to others during lunch 
or coffee break. She's interested 
about your personal life, 
problems and everything about 
you. Rumours floating around 
your love life? You know the 
culprit.
Flirt: No, you don't have to stay 
away from him as he's 

harmless. He thinks he's 
the reincarnation of Lord 
Krishna and loves to be 
seen around with women. 
H e  d o e s n ' t  m i s s  a n  

dern office features such as hot-
desking or desk-sharing and open-
plan floors appeal mainly to extrovert 
workers but others find them 
uncomfortable, research has found.
The findings highlighted that 

extroverts are 
significantly happier at work and have 
higher levels of job satisfaction and 
also pointed out that personality 
differences are behind areas of 
conflict in the office. "Understanding 
how personality interacts with the 
office environment is key to 
improving job satisfaction and 
productivity," said researcher John 
Hackston.

The findings are based on an online 
survey of over 300 people about their 
current office environments. The 
participants had previously completed a 
personality test to ascertain their 
personality type. "These results support 

previous research into 
the unpopularity of 
open-plan offices and 
hot-desking and the 
positive effects of 
p e r s o n a l i s a t i o n .  
However, there are 
some simple changes 
that can be made to 
i m p r o v e  s t a f f  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  a n d  
i n c r e a s e  
p r o d u c t i v i t y , "  
Hackston said.
" T h e s e  i n c l u d e  

allowing staff more storage for personal 
items when hot-desking, creating 
smaller neighbourhoods within open-
plan offices, not overdoing clear desk 
policies as clearing away all personal 
items can be demotivating to some 
people and providing quiet zones for 
people to work in when needed," 
Hackston noted.

Career
articles on the way, he was asked to 
provide a comprehensive list of 
"everything" he was working on.
User throwaway757575751 agreed with 
this suggestion that "the list" was a 
warning sign, writing: "This is exactly 
right. I got an email from my boss early 
one morning asking me what I'm 
currently working on ... 3 hours later, I 
was let go."

3. When there's less to do
Another group of users argued that 
being given fewer work projects could 
indicate bad things to come.
User 'Cowboy law' wrote: "Your 
workload will get lighter and lighter. 
You'll complete projects and no new 
projects will be given to you. He added: 
"Obviously, this is so that, when it 
comes time to drop the axe, there will be 
minimal transitioning needed for works 
in progress."

4. How's your schedule looking?
Reddit user WeYoung touched upon 
how to tell you're about to be fired if you 
do shift work. They wrote: "At an hourly 

opportunity to complement you. He makes you 
feel like the most beautiful person on earth. Many 
feel such people boost your confidence.
Humorous: He has a great sense of humour and 
very witty. He makes boring work life so much 
better and tolerable. You literally chill out when 

he's around.

The 5 signs that you 
are about to be 

Fired

9 people at work who make work life 

Interesting
Introverts find modern 
offices uncomfortable

Now, apps to help 

autistic kids learn 

Social skills
 A US-based start-up is developing 
Google Glass apps and hardware add-
ons that can help autistic kids learn 
social and communication skills, while 
also providing feedback to caregivers. 
The Cambridge, Massachusetts-based 
startup called Brain Power was 
founded by neuroscientist Ned T Sahin, 
who did his graduate training at 
Harvard  Medical  School  and 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Since the autism disorder spectrum is 
so wide, Brain Power is initially 
focusing on children with moderate to 
high-functioning autism, though it 
hopes to extend its apps' capabilities to 
other kids, Tech Crunch reported. 

So far, 200 people have signed up for 
Brain Power's beta programme, which 
will be conducted in three stages next 
year. 

Sahin believes Google Glass is ideal 
for helping kids with autism because it 
has an accelerometer chip that enables 

head gestures, which Brain Power 
uses to track when kids look or don't 
look at their parents, as well as 
stereotypy, or the repetitive 
movements which many people 
with autism make. "In this way, we 
can provide numerical, objective, 
repeatable assessment of a child's 
current behaviours, as well as 
progress over time," Sahin said. 

Brain Power's Google Glass apps - 
Empowered Brain Suite for Autism- 
encourages kids to interact with 
their parents and make eye contact 
by presenting exercises like a game. 
The apps have "social engagement 
module monitors" that assess how a 
child engaged with parents, Sahin 
said. 

The software also helps kids 
interpret people's expressions 
through a series of games. "It has 
often surprised parents how quickly 
their children have adapted to 
Google Glass," Sahin said. 

Other areas the suite will tackle 
include language. When a child 
looks at something through Google 
Glass, the object is identified and its 
name displayed and spoken through 
the Glass's earbud.

job, if they stop putting you on the 
schedule/make you only work one or two 
shifts a week, you're probably about to be 
fired."

5. Your emails stop working
One IT worker, going under the 
username lucky_ducker, posted an 
illuminating insight into what it's like to 
be involved in the firing process from an 
IT point of view.
They explained that "when someone is 
being fired I am notified a few minutes 
before the employee is told". He added: 
"We have a checklist: disable network 
and email credentials, then forcibly 
disconnect their connections / sessions. 
So if you suddenly are kicked out of your 
email and can't connect to network 
resources, you are very likely being 
terminated. VERY shortly."
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