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.When the intoxication of power and
the bullying of land mafias cross all
limits, where does a common citizen
go for justice? But when the victim
happens to be the childhood friend of
the country's Prime Minister, the land
mafia scandal reaches right up to the
PMO. An 81-year-old man has sought
refuge with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to expose a multi-crore land
scam allegedly orchestrated by a for-
mer BJP MLA and builders in the
Mira-Bhayandar area of Maharash-
tra.Classmates at Vadnagar's B.N.
SchoolEighty-one-year-old Asgar Ali
Vora (Bohra), who studied in the same
class as Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at B.N. School in Vadnagar, had
been waiting for justice for years. Fi-
nally, on September 8, Asgar Ali
reached Delhi and handed over the
entire case to his childhood friend,
PM Modi, during a special
meeting.The Land Scam and Key Al-
legations: * The Purchase: Asgar Ali

legally purchased 2,810 square meters
of land in Bhayandar East (Navghar
Road), Maharashtra, in 1989 through
a registered agreement. * Grabbed via
Bogus Documents: In 2011, keeping
the original owner in the dark, forged
and bogus documents were created to
divide the land into two separate
parcels. * Involvement of Former BJP
MLA: 'Swayam Builders', a company
linked to former BJP MLA Narendra
Mehta, allegedly encroached on one
portion of the land, while 'Seven
Eleven Constructions', another com-
pany linked to Mehta, illegally occu-
pied the second portion. *
Administrative Apathy: Despite Asgar
Ali filing an FIR in 2015, alleged po-
litical pressure resulted in an 11-year
delay in the CID report. The local mu-
nicipality and revenue officials also
turned a blind eye to the forgery.De-
mand for CBI Probe and Panic in the
AdministrationDuring his meeting
with PM Modi, Asgar Ali submitted a
formal letter strongly demanding a
CBI inquiry into the land mafia scan-

dal and the nexus of
corrupt officials.As
soon as PM Modi
assured his child-
hood friend of jus-
tice, panic struck
the local adminis-
tration. The very
next day, the Mira-
Bhayandar Munici-
pal Corporation
initiated legal pro-
ceedings, issuing
strict summons to
the owners of Seven
Eleven Construc-
tions and Swayam
Builders to appear
for a hearing on
September 16.This
81-year-old man's
fight for justice has
shown that when it
comes to friendship and righteous-
ness, the Prime Minister steps up to
support his childhood  friend. It now
remains to be seen when the CBI will 

tighten its grip on the former BJP
MLA and the scam-tainted builders.

‘My Brother Narendra, Your Party’s MLA

Took Away My Land’: PM Modi’s 81

Year-Old Childhood Friend Seeks Justice

Alleges Land Grab by Former BJP MLA-Linked Builders
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AHMEDABAD:
In what is being viewed as one of
the most significant and closely
watched developments in India’s
capital market, the National Stock
Exchange of India Limited (NSE)
has officially announced the price
band and schedule for its much-
anticipated Initial Public Offering
(IPO). The NSE IPO has been at-
tracting considerable attention
from investors, market partici-
pants and financial institutions be-
cause of the exchange’s dominant
position in India’s securities mar-
ket and its strong presence in the
equity and derivatives segments.
The price band for the IPO has
been fixed at ₹1,700 to ₹1,785 per
equity share, with a face value of
₹1 per share. The public issue will
open for subscription on Septem-
ber 17, 2026 and will remain open
until September 21, 2026.Before
the issue opens for retail and other
eligible investors, bidding for an-
chor investors will take place on
September 16, 2026. The mini-
mum bid lot has been fixed at 8
equity shares. Investors will sub-
sequently be able to bid only in
multiples of 8 shares. At the upper
price band of ₹1,785 per share, an
investor bidding for the minimum
lot of 8 shares would require ap-
proximately ₹14,280, subject to
the applicable category-specific
rules and final allocation. NSE
IPO: KEY DATES AND DE-

TAILS Anchor Investor  Bidding:
September 16, 2026 IPO Opening
Date: September 17, 2026 IPO
Closing Date: September 21,
2026 Price Band: ₹1,700 to
₹1,785 per Equity Share Face
Value: ₹1 per Equity Share Mini
mum Bid Lot: 8 Equity Shares
Further Bids: In multiples of 8
Equity Shares Listing Destina-
tion: BSE Limited A 100% Offer
for Sale  One of the most impor-
tant features of the NSE IPO is
that the issue will consist entirely
of an Offer for Sale, commonly
known as OFS.Under the IPO, ex-
isting corporate shareholders will
offer up to 126,436,650 equity

shares for sale. Since
the issue is com-
pletely an OFS, NSE
itself will not receive
the proceeds from the
shares being sold by
the existing share-
holders. Instead, the
money raised through
the sale of these
shares will go to the
existing shareholders
who are offering their
stakes. Several
prominent institu-
tional investors are
participating as sell-
ing shareholders.
These include State
Bank of India,
Canada Pension Plan
Investment Board,
Aranda Investments,

Bank of Baroda, The New India
Assurance Company and General
Insurance Corporation of India.
The participation of such large in-
stitutional shareholders is ex-
pected to remain one of the major
points of interest for investors
tracking the IPO. Investor Reser-
vation Structure The IPO has also
laid down a clear reservation
structure for different categories
of investors. Qualified Institu-
tional Buyers, or QIBs, may re-
ceive up to 50 percent of the offer.
Retail Individual Investors, or
RIIs, will have not less than 35
percent of the offer reserved for

them. Non-Institutional Investors,
or NIIs, will have not less than 15
percent of the offer reserved. The
allocation structure means that the
IPO is expected to attract partici-
pation from large institutional in-
vestors as well as retail investors.
Strong Financial Performance
Ahead of IPO NSE’s financial
performance has also emerged as
a key factor ahead of the public
issue. For the quarter ended June
30, 2026, NSE reported strong
growth in both revenue from op-
erations and net profit.Revenue
from operations increased to
₹4,560 crore during the first quar-
ter of FY2026-27, compared with
₹4,032 crore during the corre-
sponding quarter of the previous
year.  This represents an increase
of approximately ₹528 crore in
revenue from operations over the
year-ago period. The company
also recorded strong growth in net
profit. NSE reported a net profit
of ₹3,121 crore for the quarter
ended June 30, 2026, compared
with ₹2,811 crore in the corre-
sponding quarter of the previous
year. The increase represents a
year-on-year rise of approxi-
mately ₹310 crore in net profit.
The financial performance is par-
ticularly significant because it
provides investors with an indica-
tion of the scale and profitability
of NSE’s operations ahead of its
public market debut. 

NSE Announces Mega IPO, Price Band Fixed at ₹1,700–
₹1,785 Per Share; Subscription Opens September 17
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Author: RupeshSolanki,
Bhachau, KutchMany relation-
ships come into a person’s life,
but the bond between parents and
children is one that is completely
selfless. From the moment a child
is born until the day that child be-
comes independent, parents sac-
rifice many of their own dreams
and desires. Parents who find
their happiness in their children’s
happiness and feel their children’s
pain as their own need something
most of all when they grow old—
the love, time, and companion-
ship of their children.When we
were children and fell down, our
parents were always there to lift
us up. When we had a fever at
night, they would forget their own
sleep and gently place a hand on
our forehead. Even for our small-
est needs, they would put aside

their own greater needs. But the
cycle of time is such that one day
those same parents begin to walk
slowly, their memory may be-
come weaker, and their bodies
begin to need support.In today’s
fast-paced life, children remain
busy with their jobs, businesses,
and family responsibilities. As a
result, there are many homes
where parents are physically pre-
sent, yet there is no one who truly
sits down and talks with them.
The greatest pain of old age is
often not illness, but
loneliness.Elderly parents do not
always need expensive gifts or
luxurious facilities. Sometimes,
all they need is for someone to
lovingly ask, “Dad, how are you
feeling today?” or “Mom, have
you taken your medicine?” Even
these simple words can bring a
smile of satisfaction to their

faces.If they tell the same old sto-
ries again and again, let us not be-
come impatient. If they ask the
same question more than once, let
us not become angry. If their steps
have become slower, let us walk
a few steps beside them at their
pace. Because one day our own
steps will become slower too, and
then we may also need someone’s
patient companionship.Serving
our parents is not merely a duty;
it is an expression of gratitude for
the life they gave us.If children
want to give good values to their
own children, they must begin by
showing respect and compassion
toward the elders in their own
home. Children learn more from
our behaviour than from our ad-
vice. The respect and dignity we
give our parents today are the
very values our children may
carry forward tomorrow.Money

can be earned again, a house can
be rebuilt, and many lost posses-
sions can be recovered. But the
time lost with our parents can
never be brought back. After they
are gone, we can light a lamp be-
fore their photograph and offer
our tributes, but nothing can re-
place the two minutes we could
have spent sitting beside them
and talking to them while they
were still alive.

The Parents Who Gave Us Life—Let Us Not Give Them Loneliness in Their Old Age
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has not only brought together major energy producers, Twenty-five years after the acronym BRIC was coined to 
consumers and trading nations, but also competing describe the emerging engines of global growth, the 
strategic interests.The faultlines are clearly visible. The grouping returns to New Delhi at a moment when the 
expanded bloc has struggled to maintain consensus on world economy is again being tested by war, energy 
occasions. This weekend, the widening differences shocks and geopolitical fragmentation. The timing could 
between Iran and the UAE could make this summit hardly be more pertinent. West Asia is heating up again, 
another test of BRICS’ ability to speak with one voice and with the conflict threatening to spill wider. Crude oil has 
India’s ability to forge consensus. There is also a striking floated back above $100 a barrel, while attacks on 
historical symmetry. The first BRIC foreign ministers’ commercial shipping around the Strait of Hormuz have 
meeting in 2006 was held amid intense international revived old vulnerabilities.
concern over Iran and West Asia. Two decades later, Iran That gives immense strategic significance to India’s BRICS 
is not merely part of the conversation; it is a full BRICS chairship. The summit is no longer simply about 
member.The summit also poignantly opens on the 25th expanding the influence of emerging economies. It is War balance of power.

anniversary of 9/11, an event that changed the security about whether the now-expanded bloc can offer practical The challenge is to make BRICS a complementary engine 
architecture of West Asia and the wider world. The answers in a world increasingly exposed to fragmented of development, rather than simply an anti-Western 
question this year before BRICS, therefore, is bigger than supply chains, weaponised trade, volatile energy markets counterweight. That distinction matters. BRICS has 
a declaration. Can an increasingly multipolar Global and competing geopolitical blocs. For India, the emphasis grown from Brazil, Russia, India and China into an 11-
South build institutions capable of cushioning its is on resilience, food, energy and supply-chain security, member grouping, with South Africa joining in 2010 and 
members from crises and give them greater agency in while giving the Global South a stronger voice in Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and the UAE entering 
shaping what comes next?institutions that still largely reflect the post-Second World in 2024, followed by Indonesia in 2025. The expansion 

The degree 
economy's disbalance

India’s BRICS balancing act

The BRICS challenge: Can Global South shape the next world order?

For decades, Indian families believed a college 
degree guaranteed a stable job. That belief is now 
under strain. Higher education enrolment in India 
grew by nearly a third over a decade, according to 
the All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 
2023-24, with women’s enrolment now close to 
parity with men’s and more students than ever 
coming from smaller towns. However, 
undergraduate enrolment fell by nearly one lakh 
students from the previous year, the first such 
decline since AISHE began. One year does not 
establish a trend, but it raises a question: are 
families doubting the value of a bachelor’s degree?
Employment data suggests this concern has some 
basis. The latest Periodic Labour Force Survey 
(PLFS) puts graduate unemployment at 11.2 
percent, more than three times the national 
unemployment rate of 3.2 percent. In most 
countries, higher education reduces the risk of 
unemployment. In India, it currently does not.
One explanation deserves attention. Some 
economists argue educated youth can afford to wait 
for suitable jobs, while less educated workers 
cannot. High graduate unemployment partly 
reflects a choice to wait rather than a failure of 
demand. This is acceptable if the wait is short and 
the odds are good. But it does not explain why so 
many graduates eventually accept work far below 
their qualifications. If waiting were a rational bet 
on better jobs, more of it should end in success. It 
mostly does not.The data bears this out. The State 
of Working India 2026 report found that fewer than 
7 percent of male graduates secure a permanent 
salaried job within a year of graduation. Many of 
those counted as employed work in informal, 
temporary or gig jobs unrelated to their 
qualifications. The report also identifies ‘waiting 
unemployment’, where young people spend years 
preparing for government recruitment exams while 
outside both employment and skill development. 
This weakens the argument against the voluntary-
wait explanation. The waiting builds no skills and 
leads to no better job. In fact, it is time lost.
A similar gap appears in women’s employment for 
different reasons. Women’s labour force 
participation almost doubled between 2017-18 and 
2024-25, rising from 23.3 percent to about 42 
percent in 2023-24. But most of that rise came from 
rural self-employment and unpaid family work, a 
category that often reflects agrarian distress, not 
new opportunity. Urban salaried employment for 
women has grown only modestly, not because of 
unwillingness to work, but because there aren’t 
enough formal jobs.Both patterns point to the same 
underlying gap. Several developments explain the 
wider mismatch. The first is the slow pace of 
change within higher education. University 
curriculums are revised through lengthy regulatory 
processes, whereas employers change hiring 
requirements much faster. Employers increasingly 
look for problem-solving ability, communication, 
teamwork, digital competence and project 
experience. Universities remain organised around 
lectures and examinations, and institutional 
incentives continue to reward enrolment and 
infrastructure expansion over graduate 
outcomes.The second is technological change. 
Artificial intelligence is beginning to change hiring 
for entry-level roles by automating routine tasks 
such as data analysis, coding and drafting. This 
extends beyond technology firms into finance, law, 
media and consulting—sectors that traditionally 
absorbed large numbers of graduates. NASSCOM 
reports that workforce growth in IT services has 
slowed even as revenue continues to grow. Entry-
level hiring, too, has fallen sharply as firms adopt 
smaller AI-supported teams.

ZThe BJP govt in West Bengal seems to be in a hurry to redraw ward boundaries in the Kolkata and Howrah municipalities. The exercises are based on post-SIR voters’ list, 
from which lakhs of cases are still being decided by tribunals. Most of the adjudicated deletions are being restored

temporarily, planned containment. But this undermined a operate at multiple levels. They would formally discuss THE 18th BRICS summit is scheduled for September 12-
basic assumption guiding the Indian foreign policy in the the themes devised by India, which seek "Building for 13 in New Delhi. Formally, it is another gathering of some 
21st century that for the US, India was critical for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability". global leaders of emerging economies. However, to put it 
handling China.Geopolitics is also shaping the role of all The first covers climate change and Trump's supply-chain in the correct perspective, the geopolitical context, 
these groupings. With Canada, the UK and France disruptions. Innovation relates to digital public including other recently held or upcoming summits, as 
sanctioning Israeli settlers in the West Bank, the cracks in infrastructure, an Indian specialty, and financial well as the domestic politics and diplomatic priorities of 
NATO will widen. These had already surfaced over the technology as well as artificial intelligence, which China the members, needs to be considered.Ahead of the BRICS 
US targeting Canadian trade and threatening to annex it and the US dominate.Cooperation is a slogan which summit, the SCO Summit was held in Bishkek, 
and Greenland. The Mecca defence agreement of BRICS members balance against national interests and Kyrgyzstan, from August 31 to September 1. 
Türkiye, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan further complicates international commitments. For instance, on global Concurrently, the G-20 finance ministers met in the US. 
the geostrategic scenario in the Gulf and West Asia. institutional reform, while India and China agree on South Africa was neither invited for that nor is likely to be 

reforming the World Bank and IMF, China openly, and for the G20 summit scheduled for December 14-15. Also of immediate relevance are crucial upcoming 
Russia more subtly, oppose India and Brazil's South Africa has the largest economy in 
ambitions of becoming permanent members Africa.
of the UN Security Council. Finally, The SCO was created under Chinese 
sustainability relates to accelerating green leadership in 2001 as the focus shifted to 
finance and action on climate change and terrorism emanating from Afghanistan, 
energy transitions.Behind the scenes, beyond including the 9/11 attacks in the US. Hence, 
the speeches, hugging and hand-clasping, it originally focussed on security and 
bilateral and regional issues will play out. counterterrorism in the Central Asian 
The presence of the presidents of Iran and the region. However, as the Chinese economy 
UAE ostensibly provides India an rapidly grew and the US got entrenched, 
opportunity to facilitate a détente. But first in Afghanistan and then in Iraq post 
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian is at 2003, China's ambitions for the SCO's role 
best a messenger, with real decision-making expanded.
resting with an IRGC-dominated power The BRIC acronym was coined by Goldman 
structure. By his constant dithering, Sachs in 2001 to describe four emerging 
President Trump has emboldened Iran, now economies expected to play a greater role in 
expanding its demands. Iran is clearly the 21st century — Brazil, Russia, India 
delaying a compromise till the US midterms, and China. The first BRIC summit was held 
hoping it leads to a weakened President in 2009. South Africa joined it in 2010, with 
Trump.the acronym amended to BRICS. In 

Similarly, Chinese President Xi Jinping is January 2024, the membership was 
visiting India after seven years. After the last expanded to include Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran 
visit, Chinese troops intruded across the Line and the UAE. A year later Indonesia also 

of Actual Control in eastern Ladakh. This time too, the joined, with Saudi Arabia and Argentina ignoring the elections in Brazil and Israel next month and the US 
corps commanders recently met to discuss new border invitations.The countries that are members of both SCO midterms on November 4. The outcome in Israel and in 
issues involving Arunachal Pradesh. China has been and BRICS are: China, India, Russia and Iran. It is not a the US can impact the Gulf crisis. In India, too, the youth-
emboldened by President Trump conceding a G-2 format, coincidence that while India joined these groups, having led protests, under the brand "Cockroaches", have fuelled 
elevating their international standing. China’s $100-rising Chinese influence, India attended the first meeting anti-government sentiment. Whether it becomes a storm 
billion trade surplus with India, when global trade stands of the QUAD, comprising Australia, India, Japan and the or is contained, the upcoming Assembly elections, most 
disrupted by Trump's tariff onslaught, motivates a US, in 2007. I led the official delegation as Additional importantly of Uttar Pradesh, will reveal, with 
transactional detente without settling the border issue or Secretary (international Organisations). India was then implications for India's domestic and foreign policies.
accepting India's economic rise. China seeks dominance in The Indian government is already recalibrating its pro-US closely engaging the US to contain the Chinese role in the 
the Indo-Pacific and bipolarity with the US globally.and Israel tilt, visible since the Iran conflict began on Indo-Pacific and placating China via the SCO and 

February 28, 2026. Now, India quietly signed the Bishkek The weekend will show India using diplomacy to restore the BRICS.Because geopolitics is not a static entity, these 
Declaration after the SCO summit, attended by PM Indian government's domestic image, elevate its priorities kept fluctuating. Once the Labor government 
Narendra Modi, which expresses "condemnation" of international diplomatic standing and engage Russia and succeeded the Liberal government in Australia, its 
military strikes on Iran. It also reiterates that peace and Iran without offending the US. But, as the Bishkek interest in QUAD waned. Almost conversely, the pro-
stability in West Asia are only possible "by Declaration noted, "global geopolitics are undergoing QUAD Japanese Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe, lost power. 
comprehensively and justly" resolving the Palestinian profound evolution, with profound changes in economic, QUAD was revived a decade later when Prime Minister 
issue. India had of late been dithering on condemnatory social and technological development." A few plurilateral Abe regained power. In US President Donald Trump's 
UN resolutions on these subjects. summits may at best frame solutions, but implementation second term, the US has lost interest in the group as he 

requires visionary leadership.engaged China in a G-2 format, sidestepping, perhaps Hence, the leaders attending the BRICS summit will 

Behind the summit rhetoric lie difficult choices over security, trade and diplomacy

guardrails for the test. Hugging Face called in the FBI. OpenAI’s own report threshold’ of its own preparedness framework, meaning it can find and In June 2017, two negotiation bots at Facebook’s artificial intelligence 
concluded that training had inadvertently rewarded the models for cheating exploit unknown flaws in well-protected systems without a person guiding laboratory, christened Bob and Alice, stopped speaking English to each other. 
and for talking to one another. Bob and Alice, at industrial scale. each step. In its own tests, Astra escaped a browser sandbox. OpenAI Bob offered “i can i i everything else”. Alice answered with “Balls have zero 

concedes such models can sometimes evade the chain-of-thought monitoring to me to me to me…” chanted over and over again. The bots had been Worse was hidden. From May, OpenAI agents made more than 15,000 edits 
it relies on. The company that could not keep 1,200 agents in a box has rewarded for the deals they struck but never for the language they struck it 
shipped a model that picks locks without a human at its side. in—so the English fell away. Facebook had to shut down the duo. 
AdvertisementAnthropic withheld the public launch of its latest AI An agent will discard whatever it was not paid to keep. The industry mistook a 
iteration Claude Mythos because of its innate ability to identify and preview for a footnote. Nine years on, it reads as a rehearsal. 
exploit zero-day vulnerabilities in existing and legacy operating systems The AI race is a textbook prisoner’s dilemma. Every laboratory and every 
that has the potential of causing serious disruptions in the virtual capital would be safer if all of them slowed down. None can afford to be 
civilisation. second. So, all accelerate, and what gets shed on the way down is the testing 
Eliezer Yudkowsky and Nate Soares anticipated this in their book, If that would have caught the next Bob and Alice. 
Anyone Builds It, Everyone Dies: Why Superhuman AI Would Kill Us The motives are transactional. Washington seeks primacy over Beijing, and 
All: “Once AIs get sufficiently smart, they’ll start acting like they have vice versa. The laboratories of San Francisco, burning capital without 
preferences, like they want things. We’re not saying that AIs will be filled precedent, seek the next funding round and the next benchmark. Yet this 
with human-like passions. We’re saying they’ll behave like they want competitive foundation is precisely what manufactures the misalignment 
things; they’ll tenaciously steer the world toward their destinations, each claims to guard against.OpenAI, which had given GPT-4 six months of 
defeating any obstacles in their way.” What began as a theoretical safety evaluation in 2023, was giving testers of its o3 model less than a week, 
prediction is now an established operational reality.In February 2026, the under competitive pressure from Google, Meta and xAI. In May 2025, 
Supreme Court of India found that an Andhra Pradesh trial court had Palisade Research found that the same o3 sabotaged its shutdown mechanism 
relied on four AI-generated judgements that did not exist and called it in 79 out of 100 runs, despite explicit instructions to allow shutdown. Codex-
misconduct, not error. Further, on July 2, Justices P S Narasimha and Alok mini did so in 47 percent of the tests.Governments have proved no wiser than 
Aradhe set aside insolvency tribunals’ orders in the Essel Infraprojects vendors. New York City’s MyCity chatbot, Microsoft-powered and launched 
matter built on fabricated precedents and compared AI hallucination to in 2023 for small businesses, told employers they could take a cut of workers’ 

to DseWiki, a 25-year-old German programming wiki, turning it into a methyl isocyanate, “invisible, insidious and catastrophic by the time anyone tips and landlords that they could refuse tenants on rental assistance, both 
bulletin board for answers, a sandbox escape built on a faked Microsoft cloud notices”.Beyond the software threat of algorithmic misalignment, the illegal. A government had put its name on a machine that counselled 
address and methods for evading OpenAI’s restrictions. When the deletions geopolitical AI race manifests physically as an unsustainable ecological lawbreaking, and defended it. In July, during an OpenAI cybersecurity 
began, an agent left instructions for the others, “wiki cleanup/deletion sweep crisis, converting the bilateral struggle for compute dominance into a zero-evaluation, agents that were supposed to be isolated found an unsanctioned 
appears active alphabetically”, with a backup page named to sit at the end of sum war over vital natural resources. With over 90 percent of global AI-message board and began to coordinate. Investigators METR and Redwood 
the alphabet. The machines had worked out how the humans were erasing specialised computing capacity concentrated exclusively in the US and Research counted around 1,200 agents exchanging over 70,000 messages in a 
them and routed around them. OpenAI knew for weeks and said nothing. China, major powers and tech conglomerates treat hyperscale data centres as week, of which about 700 went on to attack Hugging Face, the open-source 
The events of the same week are deeply instructive. On September 1, OpenAI critical sovereign infrastructure, routinely dismantling environmental repository for machine learning. They ran code on dozens of servers, gained 
declared its GPT-6 Astra model the first to reach the ‘critical cybersecurity safeguards to maintain competitive speed.root on one and reached private data.OpenAI had reduced the agents’ 

What Big Tech refused to learn from Bob and Alice

The challenge is to make BRICS a complementary engine of development, rather than 

simply an anti-Western counterweight. That distinction matters
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Plan for a perfect 

But who says that you need to dole out huge robe. If you have a partner, then a hot tub can be your home sparkle with the brilliance of cozy sandalwood, patchouli and vetiver are the 'hot' the heat with something cool." Anurag Kedia, 
amounts of money or visit an expensive spa to the most inviting place to add on to your dim lights of candles. Once your bath is ready, favourites. Mukesh Gupta, owner of a spa, director of another spa, votes for alo vera gel, 
relax your soul? Get together a hot tub, romance as there's nothing cozier than giving play some jazz, or Sufi or any soft music and says, "This is the spring summer time and the lime, melon and mint. 
aromatherapy scent, wine, candles, flower him/her an ultimate home spa experience. To create the ultimate altar for relaxation. time for vetivar. While you soak in a milk and So this summer, just place a basket of towels 
petals and some romantic music and you are add to the feel, play some romantic and soulful For a home spa, essential oils play a very honey bath, burn chandan and rose, and get a near you, prepare a hot tub, soak your tired 
set to treat your body to a home spa. To add that music and revive the flame of romance. important role in soothing you. This season, cooling effect that will act as a fuel for your body into it and get ready to pamper yourself, 
zing, don't forget a nice towel and a sexy bath But if you are alone, then worry not. Make oils like jasmine, rose, neroli, ylang ylang, tired body. There's nothing better than beating within the snugness of your home.

Grow vegetables in your apartment

Gardens can grow on a balcony, along a fence, or even in 
containers in an apartment window. With a little bit of 
research and creativity, you can enjoy fresh herbs and 
vegetables even in your own high-rise building. 
We talk to Mullaivan, founder of an organisation that 
donates free saplings to people. 
Deciding on what to grow: If you stay in an apartment, you 
will not have the freedom to grow a full-fledged kitchen 
garden, but you can grow certain veggies in smaller areas. 
You can grow vegetables like brinjal, tomato, spring onion, 
radish and capsicum, salad greens like cucumber and 
lettuce leaf and essential herbs like coriander, mint, curry 
leaf, green chilly etc. But, it will be difficult to grow onions 
and potatoes. 
Selecting containers: You need to consider two factors 
while selecting containers — the vegetable you want to 
grow and the space available. Plants like curry leaf or chilly 
will require a much smaller pot, as compared to vegetables 
like cucumber and capsicum, which will require a bigger 
pot. 
- Window boxes are ideal for flats as they look attractive and 

With the congestion of  urban 

city life, vegetable gardens for 

apartment dwellers seem like an 

impossible prospect. However, 

the concept of  kitchen gardens 

is picking up in India, as more 

people staying in apartments 

want their own home-grown 

vegetables. 

guest 
room

yours. A phone in the room blankets, and freshly ironed 
will be a much appreciated pillowcases. Always have 
bonus. If your guests will an extra set of bed and bath 
be going around town linen available for your 
w i thou t  you ,  t hey ' l l  guests. Clear a space to put 
appreciate area maps, a luggage rack or a small 
brochures on the hot spots, table or bench to set down a 
and directions to your suitcase. Clear some space 

quiet place to relax. Do you love having house home. in the closet or purchase an 
In a guest room, less is guests over? When you If you can't afford a new inexpensive hook that can 
more — more space is more start to plan your guest bed, think about getting a a c c o m m o d a t e  s o m e  
welcoming. Keep only the room, think about what you qual i ty  a i r  mat t ress .  hanging clothes. 
most useful items in the expect to find in a five-star They're quite comfortable Place an upholstered 
room, like a clock and hotel room, and try to make and can be placed on top of armchair or side chair in the 
calendar. Provide paper, your room measure up to a box spring, over a sofa room with a table and lamp 
pens, tissue and a hair that standard. Your budget bed mattress. Beyond clean close by. A TV in the guest 
dryer. If you don't have an may not be enough to let bedding,  think about room would also be much 
extra iron and ironing board you create a getaway oasis, adding good bed linen, a appreciated.
to offer, be sure to tell your but you can arrange what's choice of pillows, extra 
guest where they can find necessary, and provide a 

guest 
room

Maintain your personal spa at homeMaintain your personal spa at home

usually employs simple, sleek 
design, and is not always meant to 
attract attention to it. This type of 
furniture tends to be solid in colour 
and crafted from hard materials 
such as  p las t ic  and o ther  
composites. Minimalist furniture 
tends to be quite expensive, which 
is sometimes due more to the fact 
that it is rather en vogue than the 
actual cost of manufacturing the 
furniture. But for those who are 
looking for a way to add a radical 
edge to their dwelling space, 
minimalist furniture can be 
highly effective. 
Modular furniture 
Space-age furniture 
design seems to 
come and go 
t h r o u g h o u t  
time in the 
f u r n i t u r e  
industry, and 
is currently 
e n j o y i n g  
somewhat of a 
renaissance.  
One of the 
m o s t  

obvious representations of this is the 
popularity of modular furniture. 
Modular furniture allows you to 
customise your living space quickly 
and easily so that you can change the 
way the space looks and feels on a 
regular basis. Many people enjoy the 
flexibility that modular furniture 
provides, although it's true that this 

type of furniture can be rather 
high in price. The best way to 
find modular furniture without 
paying too much for it is to 
shop at a local furnitur
e retailer that has been in 

busi ness for 
m a n y  
y e a r s  
and has a 

g o o d  
reputation 
i n  t h e  

community.

furniture
Get your 

 right

Want your personality to reflect in 
your house? Getting right furniture is 
the answer. Gautami Deshmukh finds 
out more 
When you want your personality to 
reflect in your house, there's nothing 
more effective than choosing the right 
and modern trends in the furniture 
world. The furniture that you choose 
for your home should be as 
comfortable as possible in order to 
make your living space an enjoyable 
and attractive place. One of the best 
ways to find quality furniture is to 
follow the modern trends in the 
industry. There are a variety of 
different elements that are being 
explored in the furniture industry, 
many of which are rising quickly in 
popularity. The following are just a 
few modern furniture trends that are 
sweeping not only the nation, but the 
whole world. 
Eco friendly furniture 
These days people make efforts to 
con t r ibu t e  t he i r  b i t  f o r  t he  
environmental welfare than ever 
before. As a result, various furniture 
manufacturers have focused on 
creating green, eco-friendly furniture 
in order to meet public demand. This 
furniture is often made out of 
sustainable materials, and is typically 
thought to be better for the 
environment than more traditional 
furniture. The downside to this trend in 
furniture is that the materials that are 
used are often very expensive in price, 
forcing manufacturers to raise their 
prices beyond what many people 
would consider to be fair. Still, those 
who do not need to worry about 
sticking to a budget can find a great 
deal of enjoyment and satisfaction in 
outfitting their homes with eco-
friendly furniture. 
Modern minimalist furniture 
One of the most effective and popular 
aspects of modern furniture design is 
what many people consider to be 
minimalist. Minimalist furniture 

are convenient. - Stone pots or terracotta pots allow plants to 
breathe freely, but are difficult to shift.
- Wooden containers shield plants from heat but they might 
give out a foul smell. - Place plastic saucers under the pot as 
this will prevent water and soil spillage. - You can also use 
old buckets and wire baskets for hanging smaller plants. - 
Try to avoid using containers with a small opening. - Make 
drain holes in all the pots. 
Seeds: Seedlings are easily available in various nurseries 
and should be planted carefully, without harming the tender 
roots. Even seeds from tomatoes or bitter gourd can be used. 
Soil: It is the most important thing to be considered. Soil 
should be light, disease-free and have the capacity to hold 

moisture. Organic manure or compost can make for 
wonderful growing medium. You can add organic kitchen 
waste to it. 
Watering: Plants need constant moisture, with most plants 
requiring daily watering. But excessive watering is not 
good either and may lead to diseases. 
Fertilisers: Most chemical fertilisers are easily available in 
the market but liquid organic fertilisers are the best option. 
Another option would be to water the plants with a solution 
made with neem leaves or flowers. 
Insects and diseases: Regular checks on the plants is a 
must. 'Companion gardening' is the best bet to keep insects 
away. For example, planting garlic between tomatoes will 
keep pests away. 
Five quick tips: 
1. The months of April, May and June are considered the 
best for planting new saplings. 2. As far as possible, avoid 
planting trees on the terrace, as the overexposure to sunlight 
might hamper growth. 3. Water the plants twice a day and 
keep the soil moist. 4. Plants should ideally be kept in a 
place where there is moderate sunlight; enough for them to 
perform photosynthesis. 5. Finally, the growth of the plant 
completely depends on the type of seeds you use, hence, 
select a high-quality seed. 
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How you keep your 

Office 
says a lot about

You

our office is the first thing that your 
clients and other people who come in to 
meet you will notice, and, trust us, the Y

way your office is done up, can tell a lot about you. 
Just a casual look around your office can reveal the 
kind of person you are and also the kind of 
business you are into. A cold and uninviting office 
will project the image of a business difficult to 
relate to. An office that is too warm and friendly 
appearing, will probably tear down any resistance 
to do business that a client may have.
Some offices are so cold (we are not talking about 
the temperature here) that you just want to bolt 
from there at the first chance you get. There is such 
a lack of 'personality' in some offices that you are 
left wondering about the owners personality (and 
probably the lack of it!). For an office, starting 
from the entry point to the lobby, decorating must 

be executed carefully.
You have to keep in mind that you never really get 
a second chance to make a first impression. A 
comfortable, welcoming office says 'successful' and that 
attracts more clients!. Also, your employees will 
perform far better if given comfortable surroundings.
You are welcome
The entrance to any office makes a huge impact. The 
reception and meeting areas have to reflect the 
philosophy and work ethics of the organisation in terms 
of design, graphics and colours. These are areas which 
will be most visible to clients and visitors.
Make the best use of space

How your office looks can speak 
volumes about you. Here are a 

few ways to do it up

Since the prices for commercial real estate are not getting 
any cheaper, and because many companies pay for office 
space by the square foot, they're looking to maximise the 
space they can afford. Whether you're stuffed inside a tiny 
cubicle or in a home where a walk-in closet is the only 
available space to convert to an office, there are ways to 
deal with small work spaces and make them livable and 
workable. Lot of space-saving accessories for furniture 
systems and offices have been invented such as literature 
wall racks, wire rack shelving, copy holders that attach to 
the side of a computer monitor rather a copy stand that takes 

u p  d e s k  
space, small 
d r a w e r  
systems, and shelf 
accessories to hold 
s m a l l  t o o l s  a n d  
supplies. Vertical space is 
important on shelves too. 
Adjustable shelves are great 
for using this wasted space, but 
you can also find accessories for 
fixed shelves that help accomplish the s a m
e goal.
Allow free movement
Separate workstations are the order of the day. If 
you have a lot of employees working for you, then 
you have to consider this. Work spaces/ 
workstations need to be well spaced out, to allow 
free movement, provide privacy and give the office.
Going modular is the idea
This kind of ready-made furniture that can be 
installed within a matter of a few hours has made 
setting up of an office a lot easier. Modular furniture 
not only works best but it also saves space and gives 
a very well-coordinated 
look. It can be customised to 
meet space, storage and 
colour scheme requirements 
o f  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  
Ergonomic chairs provide 
comfort for long use.
Colour code it to get the 
look
In terms of colour schemes, 
furniture can be in neutral 
colours with one or two 

highlight (bright) colours in the 
upholstery, curtains, soft boards etc.
The right light works best
Proper lighting is directly proportionate 
to productivity in an office. Lights are 
extremely important in every office and 
you should not neglect good lighting! 
Well-lit places are always more inviting 
and are a delight to work in. Overall 
lighting needs to be adequately bright. 

It is always best to make maximum use of natural daylight 
with additional focus lighting on work tops.
Be safe and sound always
Safety is important in all offices — big or small, since there 
are a lot of people involved. If you have a large office with a 
considerable footfall every day then you need to extra careful 
about this. So, measures like emergency exits, automatic 
water sprays in case of fire accidents; fire extinguisher and 
alarms should be adopted in the designing stage of the 
building itself.
A hang-out zone is essential
Cafeterias, hang out spaces can be more informal and 
specifically created for the employees. If your office area is 
not spacious enough for a cafeteria, then a little kitchenette 
should be arranged for that has an electric kettle, a coffee 
dispenser, a microwave, a cold water dispenser etc. Potted 
plants, false or real, can be placed all around to make the area 
l o o k ap pealing.
Go into the auto mode
T h e s e  days it is important to save as much 
energ y as possible. Automation in terms 
o f  motion sensors for lights and air-

conditioning etc in various 
zones leads to conservation 

of energy.
Points to keep in mind

-Basic requirements: 
a  c o m p u t e r  

workstation, an 
ergonomical

ly correct 
d e s k  
c h a i r ,  

and both 
ambient and 

task lighting. -
Flooring and walls 

s h o u l d  c r e a t e  a n  
atmosphere of ease. -A 

potted plant here and there, 
should characterise the space. -

There is always room for art and 
object d' arts. -Place photos on your 

desk to remind yourself of all the reasons 
you work so hard. -Windows should be 

draped with curtains or blinds. -Floors in offices 
should be no fuss — marble and wooden floors 

make a lot of sense. -Everything you need should be 
within comfortable arm's reach. -Finally, don't forget to 

give your office a feeling of coziness.
An example
Your office need not always be all too official, at all. Pritish 
Nandy's Nariman Point office has no stereotypes, no fixed 
patterns, and Pritish agrees with an enigmatic smile, "My 
inconsistency is my strength, it makes me who I am." One 
entire wall in his office has been dedicated to the family — 
cutouts of articles that have been published on him and his 
family. The wall is adorned with articles and pictures. "I love 
this wall," smiles the man who is a synonym for the word 
multifaceted — writer, poet, painter, journalist, 
photographer, businessman. Nandy says, "I believe that a 
place of work should have an identity," and we have to agree 
on that — his definitely has a very strong one.

Grow a garden in your 

Apartment
We practically live in a box called apartment, such is the constraint of  space in 

most big cities of  the world. One look around and all you'll see are lofty 

cemented towers or dusty construction sites. Amidst the dust, grime and 

lifeless surroundings, it's good to crop up something 'green'.

Not many have the luxury of a 
lawn facing cottage or a 
bungalow with a private 
garden at the back. However, 
that should not be a reason to 
avert the idea of growing 
some greens in your humble 
little apartment. Surf through 
your home carefully - the 
window next to your kitchen 

sink, the balcony, the corners of 
your living room, and the terrace 
(if you have one), all of these 
serve to be ideal places for your 
urban garden.
For Mumbai based multi-
disciplinary design consultant, 
Shweta Kaushik, cacti and 
succulents make for ideal house 

plants. "If you are looking for 
hassle free no nonsense green 
within your household, cacti and 
succulents are your best option. 
They do not need to be watered 
that often as their natural tendency 
is to survive in harsh conditions. 
You can leave them out on your 
balcony or a window sill and 
pretty much forget about them 
until you remember you were 
trying to cultivate a green thumb. I 
have personally grown some Aloe 

Vera, and if you have the right 
conditions, it even blooms!" she 
says.
Another kind of container plant 
that features in her list of 
apartment greens is tropical 
palms. She says, "They are very 
easy to maintain and do not die 
on you unless you ignore them 
for too long. They come in a 
variety of sizes and will be 
easily available at your local 
nursery. They can grow up to 4 
feet in height and look quite 
elegant when placed in the 
balcony."

Besides this, people with 
culinary inclinations can try 
growing herbs. "Herbs aren't 
difficult to maintain at all and 
the thought of plucking fresh 
leaves from your makeshift 
garden while cooking can be 
quite exciting," adds Shweta.
6 herbs you can grow in your 
apartment

 When you buy a 
stalk of lemongrass at your local 
market, pick a stem that has a 
firm base. Simply, trim the top of 
the herb and place it water. Don't 
submerge it; just ensure that the 
base is 2-3 inches deep in water. 
The stalk will start producing 
roots and news shoots in a few 
days.

 Out of spearmint and 
peppermint, the latter is an 
easier option when it comes to 
growing herbs in an apartment 
because this herb has a tendency 
to grow like a weed. Spread the 
peppermint seeds in a small pot 
full of soil and keep it in the 
shade but near the sun.

A flavoursome herb 
with beautiful aroma, curry 
leaves are found in most South 
Indian homes. Plant the sapling 
in a flower pot and support it 
with a stick as it will grow 

Lemongrass:

Mint:

Curry leaf: 

vertically and would need some 
support. Make sure it gets 
enough sunlight and water it at 
least once a day.
Parsley: Simply spread the seeds 
in a pot full of soil and wait for 
the seeds to germinate. Parsley 
grows very slowly and it may 
take 2-3 weeks for the herb to 
grow fully. Place it in an 
airy, shady corner.

 
R o s e m a r y  
doesn't need to 
be watered 
frequently 
a n d  
therefore 
c a n  b e  
e a s i l y  
maintai
ned in an 
apartme
nt. Out 
o f  t h e  
m a n y  
varieties of 
the herb, it's 
wise to pick 
the one that 
grows upright,  
making it easier for 
you to care for it in 
compact spaces.

R o s e m a r y :

Indian Basil: Almost all Indian 
homes will have the Indian basil ( 
tulsi) in their homes. The herb 
requires very little care and grows 
well if placed near the windows. 
Ensure that the soil remains moist 
always.

Office 

You
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