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Ahmedabad: A massive wave of
public anger has erupted once again
across the city against the biased and
controversial operations of the
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation
(AMC). The corporation, which
makes tall claims of being a 'Smart
City,' is quick to wield the baton of the
law against ordinary citizens or small
traders. If their property tax is pend-
ing for even a year or by a small
amount, authorities immediately seal
their properties or cut off their water
and drainage connections. However,
on the other hand, why are AMC offi-
cials sitting with their hands tied de-
spite a staggering outstanding tax of
over ₹20.69 crore from the high-pro-
file 'Eka Club' (TransStadia) located
in the city's Kankaria area? Is the law
only meant for the poor and the com-
mon man? The citizens of Ahmed-
abad are now asking these burning
questions. ₹20.69 Crore Tax Pending:

Why Does AMC's Law Fail Against
VIPs? According to sources and avail-
able details, TransStadia (Eka Club)
in Kankaria owes crores of rupees in
unpaid taxes over a long period. The
recovery of this massive amount has
been stalled for years, yet the author-
ities have not taken any concrete ac-
tion to seal the club.  The Game of
Double Standards: When an ordinary
middle-class citizen or a small shop-
keeper has pending taxes, AMC teams
rush to seal their properties, often
without even serving a proper notice.
* VIP Culture: When it comes to big
shots and elite clubs sitting on lakhs
and crores of unpaid dues, tax depart-
ment officials seem satisfied with
merely sending out paper notices!
Protection from Political Bosses or
Corrupt Collusio n? Sensational alle-
gations are now surfacing among the
public and the opposition, raising se-
rious questions:  * Is a prominent
leader of the ruling party shielding the

Eka Club?  * Are the
AMC Commis-
sioner and tax offi-
cials afraid to seal
the club due to polit-
ical pressure and
under-the-table "set-
tings"?  * Or is there
a massive game of
corruption and com-
missions operating
behind the scenes to
settle these  multi-
crore tax dues? 'Seal
Eka Club Immedi-
ately': The Public's
Challenge to the Au-
thorities he common public is now
openly demanding that everyone be
treated equally in the eyes of the law.
If heavy penalties and interest are
strictly collected from ordinary citi-
zens, why isn't immediate action
being taken to seal the Eka Club and
initiate auction  roceedings to recover 

the ₹20.69 crore? If the authorities fail
to take strict action in the coming
days, the dark stain of corruption on
the AMC's administration will only
deepen, and it is certain that the public
will resort to protests and lay siege to
the corporation headquarters!

AMC Silent Despite Eka Club's ₹20.69
Crore Outstanding Tax, Public Out-

raged Over Double Standards!
'Exemption for VIPs, Seals for the Common Man?'
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Some relationships are not merely
relationships; they are like indeli-
ble ink written on the pages of
life—ink that even time cannot
fade. The relationship between a
husband and wife is one such sa-
cred bond. Where there is love,
respect is born; where there is re-
spect, trust grows deeper; and
where there is trust, the lives of
two individuals gradually become
intertwined with each other’s
emotions. On the soil of Babra
village in Babra Taluka of Amreli
district, a married life was lived
that became a beautiful example
of love, mutual respect, under-
standing and responsibility to-
wards the family, alongside a life
dedicated to the service of educa-
tion. The husband served as a
teacher at a primary school in
Babra village, while his life part-
ner, Manjulaba, also worked as a
teacher at another primary school
in the same village. Since both
were associated with the field of
education, their relationship was
not limited to being husband and
wife. They were also colleagues,
companions, friends and life part-
ners, sharing a beautiful under-
standing of one another. After
lighting the lamp of knowledge in
the lives of students throughout
the day, they would return home
in the evening and become each

other’s companions in the joys
and sorrows of family life. What-
ever circumstances life brought
their way, they had a way of mov-
ing forward together while hold-
ing each other’s hands. The most
beautiful aspect of their married
life was that although his wife’s
name was Manjula, her husband
did not simply call her ‘Manjula’.
With immense affection and
warmth, he lovingly called her
‘Maan Ba’. ‘Maan Ba’—this was
not merely a form of address. It
reflected his love for his wife, his
respect for her, his deep affection
and the unique emotion that had
blossomed through years of com-
panionship. What matters is not
merely the name by which we call
someone, but the depth of feeling
in our hearts when we say that
name. The words ‘Maan Ba’ car-

ried precisely such profound emo-
tion. Gradually, this affectionate
form of address became an iden-
tity of their entire married life.
The couple was blessed with two
sons and two daughters. Amidst
the many responsibilities of life,
they dreamed of building a bright
future for their children. As a
teacher couple, they understood
the importance of education very
well. Therefore, they did not
merely raise their children; they
educated them, instilled good val-
ues in them and made them capa-
ble of standing on their own feet
in life. As a result of their parents’
hard work, values and blessings,
all four children progressed in
their respective lives and secured
government jobs. Behind their
children’s success stood the im-
mense contribution of their par-

ents’ years of hard work, sacrifice
and selfless love. The responsibil-
ities of family life gradually
began to be fulfilled. Their chil-
dren became settled in their own
lives. Yet, the love between the
husband and wife never retired.
Their age continued to advance,
but their care, affection and mu-
tual respect never diminished.
nPerhaps this is what true married
life is all about—the companion-
ship of youth gradually trans-
forms into the warmth of old age,
but the warmth of love never
fades. Many people stand beside
us during the happy days of life,
but living together for years
through happiness and sorrow,
success and failure, illness and
good health, and every season of
life—that is the true identity of a
life partner. But time never stops
for anyone. After a long journey
through life, when the husband
passed away at the age of 81, it
was as though an entire chapter of
the family’s life had suddenly
come to an end. For Manjula,
‘Maan Ba’ was not merely a form
of address; it was a living symbol
of her husband’s love. Even today,
perhaps whenever someone calls
her ‘Manjula’, for a moment that
familiar voice echoes in her
heart—‘Maan Ba...’ And with
those two words, an entire life-
time of memories may come alive
before her eyes. 

From Manjula to ‘Maan Ba’: A Fragrant
Journey of Married Life Enriched with Love
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distinct constitutional roles, but none exists in isolation Power must answer to the law. That is the larger significance 
from the larger constitutional framework. When one of the Allahabad High Court’s criticism of the Gautam 
institution has to step in to correct the lapses of another, Buddha Nagar administration over the preventive 
the objective should not be to establish institutional detention of student-activist Akriti Chaudhary. The 
superiority. It should be to restore the balance that immediate issue is the invocation of the National Security 
protects the citizen.The Judiciary has given important Act without, in the court’s assessment, sufficient material 
directions in the cases arising from the student protests, to justify so grave a curtailment of liberty. The court’s 
and its strong observations should not be dismissed observations on the administration were unusually strong, 
merely as rhetoric. The capacity for reflection must describing its conduct as an “Orwellian dystopia”. The 
extend to every institution. As Chief Justice Surya Kant remark is a reminder of the responsibility that 
has said, “Judges, like the institutions they lead, remain accompanies the considerable powers vested in a district 
capable of growth, correction and improvement.”That magistrate.Chaudhary’s case is part of the larger story of 
principle applies to all institutions entrusted with public protests over paper leaks, amid growing disquiet among 
power. Their authority derives ultimately from the students including over the offhand “cockroach” remark. extraordinary powers on the Executive precisely because 

Constitution and is sustained by the manner in which the The July protests were followed by allegations of circumstances may sometimes demand exceptional 
authority is exercised. The citizen, particularly when excessive police force. The Supreme Court subsequently action. But the greater the power, the greater the 
challenging authority, must not become more vulnerable intervened and directed the withdrawal of FIRs against obligation to establish that its use is necessary and 
because the State possesses greater power. Constitutional the students.The episode raises a larger question about the proportionate. It therefore demands the highest degree of 
power carries with it a corresponding duty of restraint, manner in which State power is exercised when citizens scrutiny and restraint.This is also why institutional checks 
accountability and fairness.challenge authority. Laws such as the NSA confer matter. The Executive, Legislature and Judiciary have 

A nuanced cultural outreach 
from the East to the West

9/11 and the unfinished war on terror

Court order underlines duty of restraint in applying Executive power

‘Hindus respect all, Hindus accept all.’ That was 
the central theme of RSS Sarsanghchalak Mohan 
Bhagwat’s recent speeches in the US and Canada. 
The RSS chief’s blunt and forceful elucidation of 
the Hindu mission and India’s global vision and 
destiny in the organisation’s centenary-year 
itinerary generated acclaim. The absence of 
controversies disappointed the critics who were 
waiting for Bhagwat to explode an ideological 
atom bomb. They were disappointed because 
Bhagwat spoke more like an Indian Hindu 
statesman than as the chief of a great organisation.
Some expected Bhagwat to be assertive and 
belligerent on the occasion of the RSS’s outreach as 
part of the organisation’s centenary year. Rather, he 
chose to speak less about the RSS and more about 
the Vedic Hindu tradition and how people of Indian 
origin should become global in their role as citizens 
of different countries. The RSS chief, explaining 
the beauty of the oneness of humankind, India’s 
natural unity in diversity and pluralism in the West, 
spoke about the mission of India developed 
through centuries of living in harmony with nature.
Clearly, Bhagwat has mastered the art of 
communicating Hindu ideology while admiring 
the feel-good sensitivities of Western audiences. At 
every place, his speech had a different 
theme—fresh and with the underlining message of 
caring and sharing.He obliquely referred to the 
ideas of domination, protection and exploitation 
that have fashioned Western thought. He made a 
remarkable departure and emphasised the Indian 
cultural ethos of unity and oneness of all animate 
and inanimate beings.This was obviously not the 
occasion for the RSS chief to expound his 
organisational priorities and ideological goals. In a 
way, it was an exercise to reach out to the global 
community. And Bhagwat avoided all trigger 
points.He said that even in times when modern 
communication and transport were not available, 
Indians travelled across the globe carrying the 
message of universal brotherhood—vasudhaiva 
kutumbakam. He said nowhere did these travellers 
try to invade or convert.India, for centuries, gave 
protection and asylum to every human being who 
was persecuted or had fallen victim to bigotry. The 
modern-day mission for every person of Indian 
origin is to spread this message of oneness, living in 
harmony with nature and world communities as 
India’s mission.Bhagwat’s philosophical approach 
disappointed those who were looking for a 
conspiracy before the RSS chief’s US visit. There 
were groups demanding that the RSS leader not be 
allowed to visit America. Some groups, 
particularly evangelical ones, cited stray incidents 
in parts of India against missions to prevent 
Bhagwat’s visit. New York Mayor Zohran 
Mamdani, a known critic of the Sangh parivar, 
finding no issue to criticise the RSS leader after the 
event, only said Bhagwat had enjoyed the freedom 
of speech that the US had extended.
Bhagwat’s North American visit has to be seen 
from a number of perspectives. One, that it was a 
part of his organisation’s centenary celebrations. 
All the top leaders of the RSS have been visiting 
various parts of the world for the past year, as is its 
customary practice. After all, Bhagwat is heading 
the world’s largest cultural organisation, whose 
political wing has been ruling India and most 
Indian states for over a decade. In that sense, the 
RSS leader is a spokesman for India’s modern 
worldview.Secondly, Bhagwat explained how 
even people who came as invaders like some 
Muslims, others like Parsis and Jews who came as 
asylum seekers, and Christians—all live in 
harmony in new India.While the RSS leader was at 
his eloquent best explaining Hindu tradition, he 
was very tactical in speaking about the RSS. Critics 
in the media tried to chronicle the recent 
announcements of the RSS chief that are 
conciliatory and accommodative, like ‘one need 
not search for idols under every mosque’, and the 
more recent one that ‘those who want Muslims to 
go out are not Hindus’. 

ZFor Central and Eastern Europe, Germany is simultaneously an economic powerhouse, a security partner and, historically, a source of profound unease.

under greater scrutiny and the State less so. Twenty-five troops and military supplies and sharing, selectively, I was just settling down in my assignment as ambassador to 
years later, we live in a world of diminishing democracy, useful intelligence. The US war on terror required Pakistan Indonesia in Jakarta in September 2001 when news broke 
thanks to the forces unleashed by 9/11.Was 9/11 in any to remain focused on its western flank with Afghanistan, that commercial aircraft had ploughed into New York’s 
way responsible for the strengthening of India-US ties while freeing it from concerns over its eastern flank with iconic Twin Towers. One was glued to the TV screen for 
and the conclusion of the historic nuclear deal? Not really. India. The US did not attach priority to India-oriented hours, watching replays of the planes flying straight into 
It is mainly the China factor which provided the glue for terror groups like the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-the buildings, creating huge fireballs followed by the 
the India-US strategic partnership. American Mohammed. Its targets were Al-Qaida and later ISIS.The towers collapsing into a tangled heap.There were 
interlocutors tried to use the bait of the nuclear deal to US reaction to Pakistan providing a safe haven to Osama distressing images of people leaping to their death, trying 

since his escape from Afghanistan is desperately to escape the incandescent 
instructive. While the US carried out a raid flames engulfing the buildings. I can still 
deep into Pakistani territory to assassinate recall the pictures of New Yorkers running 
him, there was no legal determination of away from the disaster site, covered in ash 
Pakistan’s role in sponsoring terrorism.and soot, their faces taut with terror and 

bewilderment. And then came even more When I visited Washington soon after 
disturbing news of a hijacked aircraft Osama’s killing in Abbottabad (Pakistan) in 
heading into Washington and crashing into 2011, senior American officials conveyed to 
the Pentagon. What further horrors awaited me that documents and other incriminating 
America? material seized from the site proved 

Pakistan’s complicity, that its claim about And yet it was remarkable how resilient the 
being unaware of his presence on Pakistani US proved to be, taking the tragedy in its 
soil was beyond belief. And yet the US never stride, and then doubling down to create the 
formally determined Pakistani complicity. most formidable security shield to protect 
This would have required the US, under its itself. And the US mobilised the world to 
legal statute, to declare Pakistan a State fight by its side in the ‘War on Terror’ it 
sponsor of terrorism, impose onerous launched. This was the first occasion (and 
sanctions on it and cut off all aid.The US the only one so far) when Article 5 of the 
chose ambiguity instead because it was still North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
engaged in a war against the Taliban and (NATO), incorporating the commitment to 
depended upon Pakistani logistical support. collective defence (an attack against one 
Now it is Pakistan’s proximity to Iran which treaty partner would be regarded as an attack 
explains its current transactional utility to against all and trigger a collective response), 
the US. If India expected the post-9/11 war was invoked since NATO’s establishment in 
on terror to restrain Pakistan’s indulgence in 1949.
cross-border terrorism, then it has been Even American adversaries such as Russia and 
disappointed and will continue to be so in China offered solidarity, though they also seek greater accommodation from India vis-à-vis 

the future.The post-9/11 international situation has also sought international endorsement and support for their Pakistan, including on the Kashmir issue. This was 
highlighted that sympathy for India on the terror front does own wars on terror — Russia against Chechen rebels and always resisted firmly. There may have been a shared 
not override US and international concern over the risk of a China against the East Turkistan Islamic Movement in sentiment of being united in the war on terrorism. This did 
nuclear war between India and Pakistan. Pakistan knows Xinjiang. These had earlier been billed as legitimate not translate into operational cooperation.
this and has never hesitated from playing up the nuclear struggles of oppressed minorities for self-determination. Did the war on terror lead to a decline in terrorism? Not 
risk factor when facing pressure on the terror Thus, there was an important narrative change.The war from the Indian perspective. The attack on Parliament by 
front.Pakistan-sponsored terrorism against India has never on terror led to a significant abridgement of individual Pakistan-based terrorists on December 13, 2001, came 
been a US problem except when American or Israeli rights, with the State claiming the power to undertake just weeks after 9/11. The Indian response of massing 
citizens have been killed, as happened during the Mumbai pervasive surveillance of its own citizens in the name of troops along the India-Pakistan border under Operation 
terror attacks in November 2008. It resulted in limited ensuring security. It made democracy less liberal, the Parakram did not elicit American or international support. 
counter-terrorism cooperation involving Pakistan-based State more intrusive and opaque and the citizen more Paradoxically, the war on terror brought Pakistan back 
groups, but this has receded over time. The US is now back fearful. People became complicit in the mounting from the doghouse in which it had found itself after 
to parallel counter-terrorism talks with the two countries.limitations on their cherished rights.The downsizing of General Musharraf’s military coup against the Nawaz 

The pervasive security overlay that enveloped politics democracy in the world’s most powerful democracy Sharif government.
throughout the world has also taken hold in India to the loosened the restraints on State power across the world. When the US launched a punitive war against the Taliban 
detriment of democratic practice. This is one baneful The State is inherently predatory but restrained by government in Afghanistan for providing a base for Al-
aftermath of 9/11 which persists and festers to the democratic accountability. The security argument Qaida and a shelter to its leader, Osama bin Laden, 
disadvantage of the individual citizen.weakened the restraints and technology furnished nations Pakistan assumed pole position by providing access to US 

with ever more refined instruments for holding citizens 

25 years after the attacks, geopolitics continues to shape counter-terrorism measures

strategic orientation would therefore have consequences far beyond The AfD’s victory in Saxony-Anhalt is more than another electoral For Central and Eastern Europe, Germany is simultaneously an economic 
Germany's borders. The AfD's position on Russia and NATO will make its breakthrough for Europe’s populist right. It is a psychological shock to powerhouse, a security partner and, historically, a source of profound unease. 
electoral advance particularly unsettling in European capitals.Germany and, by extension, to the European political order that Berlin has The AfD's positions on Russia, NATO, European integration and migration 

helped sustain for decades.The immediate consequences for German foreign inevitably revive some of those anxieties. Warsaw's concern is not But the deeper problem is not the AfD alone. It is that the war has exposed a 
policy may be limited. Germany’s established parties still maintain a ideological. It is geopolitical. widening divide within Europe over the fundamental question of what kind of 
Brandmauer - the political firewall designed to prevent cooperation with the power Europe wants to be.One camp sees Russia as an existential threat For countries on Europe's eastern flank, Russia is not an abstract foreign-
Alternative für Deutschland. But that firewall cannot prevent something requiring greater European defence integration, increased military spending policy question. It is an immediate security threat. Any possibility that 
more consequential: the steady erosion of the political consensus on and a long-term strategic confrontation with Moscow. Another 
which Germany’s European role has rested.The danger for Europe is not increasingly questions the costs of sanctions, military support 
that the AfD suddenly takes control of German foreign policy. It is that for Ukraine and the expansion of European institutions.The 
the centre of German politics is moving sufficiently to the right that the AfD is one expression of this second tendency. It is not the 
assumptions underpinning European cooperation can no longer be taken cause of the divide. That distinction matters. Europe cannot 
for granted..And nowhere is this more visible than in the four simply defeat the far right electorally and assume the 
relationships that matter most. underlying problem disappears. The grievances that are 

producing these political movements - economic insecurity, The Franco-German engine may be losing trust
migration, distrust of institutions, cultural anxiety and a For decades, the Franco-German relationship has been the political 
perception that political elites are disconnected from engine of European integration. It has rarely been harmonious, but it has 
voters—are not going away.Europe's far right will also be been indispensable.The AfD’s rise introduces a fundamentally different 
taking notes of AfD's victoryanxiety in Paris. French policymakers do not merely see the party as 
Political movements learn from each other's successes. The another populist movement. They see its hostility to deeper European 
significance of Saxony-Anhalt therefore may extend well integration, its nationalism and its positions on Russia and European 
beyond Germany. Spain's Vox and other nationalist and institutions as potentially incompatible with the political project France 
populist movements across Europe will interpret the result not has sought to advance with Germany. The consequences could be 
merely as an isolated German event, but as evidence that the profound.
political ceiling above Europe's radical right is continuing to If France begins to doubt Germany’s long-term commitment to Germany - the continent's largest economy and one of its most important 

rise. That could become self-reinforcing.Every electoral breakthrough makes European integration, Paris will inevitably look for alternative coalitions. military and financial supporters of Ukraine - could eventually move towards 
the next one less exceptional. Every party that enters government normalises The very discussion of a smaller European "core" is revealing. It suggests that a less confrontational posture towards Moscow is deeply unsettling.
ideas that were previously considered politically unacceptable. And every Europe may be approaching a point where the question is no longer how to Europe's east therefore faces a strategic dilemma: it needs German economic 
mainstream party that adopts parts of the populist agenda in an attempt to integrate further, but how to preserve integration among those still willing to and military weight, but it cannot afford a Germany whose political trajectory 
contain it risks shifting the political centre further to the right.The result could do so. That would be a historic reversal.The European project was built on the becomes unpredictable on Russia and European security.
be a Europe in which the old centre-right/centre-left contest gives way to a assumtion that Germany and France would pull the rest of Europe towards Ukraine has already exposed Europe's strategic fault line
much more fundamental struggle over national sovereignty versus European greater integration. A Europe in which France increasingly looks beyond The war in Ukraine has already demonstrated how dependent European 
integration. That would change the EU from within..The bigger danger is not Germany for its political centre would be an entirely different European security remains on political cohesion.Germany's importance is difficult to 
an AfD government. It is a Europe without a centre. This is ultimately why the Union.Poland and Central Europe will be watching exaggerate. Its financial, military and logistical support has been central to 
Saxony-Anhalt result matters.The reaction from Poland is perhaps even more strategically significant. Europe's ability to sustain Ukraine. Any fundamental change in Berlin's 

Will Germany’s AfD rise break Europe’s political centre?

Laws such as the NSA confer extraordinary powers on the Executive precisely because circumstances may sometimes demand exceptional 

action. But the greater the power, the greater the obligation to establish that its use is necessary and proportionate
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Gulmarg

Travel

Tracking these places in 

KeralaKeralaIf you are a nature lover and want to spend 
time in the lap of nature, Kerala is the best 
place for you. If you are planning to 
vacation in Kerala has much to tourists 
such as the beach (the beach) and colorful 
scenic views of the forest. Kerala has 
many attractions such as mountains - 
mountains, meadows, tea gardens and 
wildlife. In Kerala you can visit these 
places will be filled with passion and 
enthusiasm. Seeing the natural beauty 
because you get great satisfaction and 
enjoyment. Kerala to enjoy trekking in 
these places can be visited.
Munnar
Is a beautiful hill station of Munnar, 
Kerala. Anamudi is the highest peak in 
Munnar South India has a height of about 
2695 m. This top is the perfect location for 
trekking because 
of its natural 
b e a u t y.  
T h e  
trekking 

route is Iravikulm National Park. 
The sanctuary was established to 
protect species of Eucalyptus. 
Munnar is the highest in the 
cultivation of tea. Nilkurnji in 
forests and green meadows, a 
flower is found. It flowers only 
once in twelve years on the hill 
turns blue. Anamudi is climbing 
with permission from the forest 
department.
Agstykudm
Agstykudm magnificent peak of 
the Western Ghats as a sharp cone 
1890 m. Located at an altitude of. 

Bonakod can track up to about 61 miles. 
Surrounded by dense forest around it. 
According to one theory, it was the abode of 
sage Agastya top. The summit of the climb to 
the top women are not allowed. On top of this 
rare herbs - herbs and plants are found. 
Nilkurnji on its slopes colors - colorful 
flowers bloom. Nilkurnji is a flower which 
blooms once in twelve years.
Chenbra
Chenbra Meppdya peak in Wayanad district is 
located near the city, and it is the highest peak 
in the district. This peak is situated at an 
altitude of 2100 m above sea level. The peak is 
a part of the western valley. The peak can be 
seen from any part of Wayanad. This tracking 
is a favorite of tourists. Some wild animals are 
on the summit. Trekkers can get a chance to 

see them.
Cimmini

Chemmini  Wildl i fe  
S a n c t u a r y  i n  

Thrissur district 
o f  K e r a l a ,  

b i r d  
watchers 

i s  t h e  
perfe

c t  

hideout. Trekkers 
can travel from the 
o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  
s a n c t u a r y.  Tr a v e l  
through dense jungle 
forests is a good choice for 
lovers. Punda peak is the 
highest point. Cimmini tracking 
program is organized by the Forest 
Department. The October to March is the best time 
to visit.
Pythl Garland
Garland Pythl a hill station located in Kannur 
district of Kerala which is surrounded by thick 
forests and the like. It is part of the Western Ghats. 
Even animals and trees - many diverse species of 
plants. Tourists in the area 6 km. The distance can 
track on top of the hill. Tourists looking at the 
wonderful views of the valleys are natural to 
experience peace. It is an ancient palace of the old-
fashioned tribal rulers (Vathlcon) is named. Hill 
station is located on the same name. Wattle Pythl 
Rosary beads are also known.

5 sights to tick off in The country's premier, and possibly only bonafide ski resort 

town, Gulmarg and its pine-fringed meadows encircled by 

Mount Apharwat and surrounding snow-capped mountains 

have been part of popular culture and Bollywood since 

aeons. Even today, the 'meadow of flowers,' attracts droves 

of visitors in the summer who come here to ride in the 

world's second highest cable car, play golf, and take hack 

rides to the glaciers at Khilanmarg and further up to Al 

Pather Lake. In the winter, Gulmarg transforms into a faux 

Alpine ski resort with its famed powder attracting extreme 

skiers from across the world. Gulmarg is a four hour drive 

from Srinagar.

Gulmarg
5 sights to tick off in Maharani Temple

With its bright red sloping roof framed against the 
snowy peaks in the background, this small Shiva 
temple presents a striking picture in a corner of the 
main meadow in Gulmarg. Its claim to fame is 
derived from Bollywood: the site where the popular 
‘Jai Jai Shiv Shankar,’ song in yesteryear’s hit ‘Aap 
Ki Kasam,’ was shot, it’s a popular spot with 
visitors for a photo-op. It’s also a big destination 
during the festival of Shivratri.

Gulmarg Golf Club
The Gulmarg Golf Club, is amongst the most 
spectacular courses in the country, possibly the 
world, to tee it up at. With 18 holes stretching over 
7505 yards, including the 665 yard par-5 fourth 
hole, coupled with the elevated tees, up and down 
fairways, and penalising rough, it presents a severe 
test of physical and golfing abilities. It is also the 
highest green course in the country and 
indisputably the most authentic Scottish links-style 
layout in the land.

Al Pather Lake
A gorgeous alpine lake, accessible 
after an arduous trek past a ridge of 
Mt. Apharwat (reached via the cable 
car) Al Pather remains frozen for 
most of the year. While serious 
trekkers can contemplate making the 
entire trek from Gulmarg—a one-day 
affair—most people will find the 
taking a pony ride up adventurous 
enough. Al Pather Lake's environs are 
freezing, even in the summer, and 
susceptible to sudden showers. It's 
essential to carry woolens and 
adequate protection against the 
elements.

Khilanmarg
You can trek up from the Gulmarg bus 
stand if you like but a more prudent way 
up involves perching yourself on the 
back of a pony. After a bone-crunching 
hour long ride, Khilanmarg emerges in 
view as a carpeted meadow of flowers in 
the summer, and a frozen expanse of 
snow in the winter. There's some ice in 
the upper reaches even in the summer 
months and there are sled-operators 
who'll take visitors on hair-raising ride 
from one end to the other. Scenic views 
abound from almost any corner—the 
southeast edge affords magnificent vistas 
of the twin peaks of Nun and Kun.

Gulmarg Gondola
A huge attraction: lines start forming at the 
gondola ticket office almost two hours 

before it opens in the morning. The cable car takes visitors 
all the way up to Mt. Apharwat Mountain (3747 metres) 
from where you can get panoramic Himalayan views 
including major peaks like the Nanga Parbat. The ride has 
two phases: those who're not comfortable with heights can 
opt to come back from the Kondoori valley a mere 400 
metres up the mountain. Tickets can also be booked at the 
tourist office in Srinagar or online.
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The most interesting 

things to do in 

Go birdwatching
A well-kept secret, birdwatching in Diu is 
hours of solitary bliss. Fudam Bird Sanctuary is 
home to flamingoes, western reef egrets, 
spoonbills and a host of migratory birds. Diu 
also houses a bird watching tower and a lake 
near the Hare Krishna Mandir, both the places 
are frequented by ornithologists. A number of 
trails near the temple lead to dense groves, an 
area that sees as many as 200 bird species. You 
will find just a few people on these trails, 

making it an all the more interesting 
experience.

A bril l iant  example of Portuguese 
architecture, Diu Fort stands proud by the side 
of Arabian Sea. It was built in 1535 to protect 
the territory against Mughal invasion. This 
fort remained the centre of Portuguese rule 
until 1961 when Indian government merged 
Diu in India. A magnificent structure that was 

History lessons at the Diu 
Fort

Travel

Places to see in 

The original backpacker hub, Goa is synonymous 

with sand-kissed beaches, affordable seaside 

accommodation and inexpensive-yet-delicious 

food. With plenty of free places to see in Goa, you 

can be assured of a great holiday even if you're 

travelling on a tight budget. From discovering 

Goa's cosmopolitan past through its grand 

churches and forts to walking under the shade of 

soaring trees and discovering its rich wildlife, here 

are a few ways to experience Goa absolutely free 

of coast.

Dudhsagar Falls
Locals say that Goa is never prettier than 
when it rains. Far from the beaches and 
tourist hotspots, the forested hinterland of 
the State literally comes alive during the 
monsoon. And amongst the most popular 
attractions off the beaten path are the 
Dudhsagar Falls. Located 60 kilometres 
from Panaji on NH4A, the Falls are so 
named for the white frothy appearance of 
the water here. During the monsoon, the 
Falls become exponentially enraged with 
water plummeting 1017 feet and crashing 
with an ear-splitting roar on the surface. 
Part of Bhagwan Mahavir Wildlife 
Sanctuary, the Falls also attract trekkers 
who come here to climb through 
challenging terrain to the head of the falls. 

Beaches in Goa
The coastline of this state in west India 
boasts of innumerable beautiful beaches 
that offer everything from parties and 
adventure to solitude and sunbathing. Most 
beaches in Goa are lined with luxury 
resorts, makeshift huts and beach shacks 

which stay open until the wee hours. While 
the easily accessible Baga Beach and 
Calangute Beach are the tourist hotspots, 
the trio of Arambol, Ashvem and Morjim 
towards the northern end of Goa are 
relatively less-crowded and dotted with 
some exciting bars and restaurants. Trance 
lovers can head to Anjuna Beach—the hub 
of late night revelries in north Goa. Dotted 
with luxury resorts, the unspoilt beaches in 
Goa's south—Varca, Cavelossim and 
Morbor to name a few—are ideal for 
visitors who want to splurge on a swanky 
accommodation and relax during their 
beach holiday.

Old Goa
The former Portuguese capital of the region 
before Panjim, Old Goa is a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site that’s home to several 
magnificent churches and cathedrals. 
Primarily constructed during the 16th and 
17th centuries, these buildings have lofty 
exteriors and exquisitely decorated 
interiors. The most famous among them is 
the Basilica of Bom Jesus, which contains 
the remains of St Francis Xavier, who 

arrived here in the 16th century as a Jesuit 
missionary. His three-tiered marble tomb is 
the highlight of the church, but it also has 
gilded altars and striking baroque 
architecture.
The imposing Se Cathedral, the largest 
church in Old Goa, is an excellent example of 
Renaissance architecture, and has 15 
impressive altars. The convent and church of 
St Francis of Assisi is known for its intricate 
gilded woodwork and murals, and houses an 
archaeological museum within its premises.

Fort Aguada
There are numerous remains of rugged forts 
scattered along Goa’s coast and rivers. The 
most famous of them is Fort Aguada, located 
next to the Candolim beach. It was built in the 
17th century by the Portuguese, as defense 
against invasions by the Marathas and the 
Dutch. Hike up to the fort for great views of 
the sea, especially at sunset. There’s also an 
old 19th-century lighthouse located on this 
hilltop, which offers even better views of the 
coastline.

Fontainhas

It has been described as India’s only Latin 
quarter. The quiet charm of this Panjim 
neighbourhood’s narrow streets and tile-
roofed houses is best discovered on foot. Walk 
around to admire its well-maintained Indo-
Portuguese houses and the small but pretty 
Chapel of St Sebastian, built in the 1880s. 
Don’t forget to pop into the Confeitaria 31 de 
Janueiro, one of the oldest bakeries in Goa, for 
traditional sweets and breads. You can also 
take a guided tour with resident expert Luis 
Dias, whose neighbourhood walks are laced 
with local trivia and anecdotes. Alternatively, 
book a guided walk at Panjim Inn, a 19th-
century colonial mansion converted into one 
of the city's best heritage hotels.

Our Lady of the 
Immaculate Conception 
Church
One of the oldest chapels in Goa, Our Lady of 
the Immaculate Conception Church is one of 
the most prominent landmarks of the state’s 
capital city Panaji. The distinctive architecture 
of the church includes a series of criss-
crossing steps that lead you to the prayer hall 

The most interesting 
things to do in 

Goa 
for free

and massive bells on its rooftop. If you’re 
visiting Goa in December, then head to the 
chapel on the 8th of December (celebrated 
as Feast of Our Lady of the Immaculate 
Conception) for a special service and lively 
fair earmarked for this day of the year. The 
monument is best viewed at night, when it is 
ablaze with lights that add to its spiritual 
charm.

Goa State Museum
Housing an eclectic mix of artefacts from 
Goa’s past, the Goa State Museum is 
located in the capital city of Panaji. Opened 
in 1996, it is regarded as one of the most 
well-known museums of the state. The 
museum displays a comprehensive 
collection of 8,000 curios that include 
beautiful Hindu and Jain sculptures, 
Portuguese-era furniture, a few ancient 
coins, paintings, manuscripts and two 
vintage lottery machines. Home to as many 
as 14 galleries—furniture, geology, cultural 
anthropology, religious and sculpture 
galley among others—the museum is a 
must-stop for history buffs.

C o t i g a o  W i l d l i f e  
Sanctuary
Take an early morning walk on the criss-
crossing pathways of the beautiful Cotigao 
Wildlife Sanctuary and you are likely to 
spot a variety of flora and fauna. Climb up 
to the treetop watchtower positioned above 
the watering hole used by the animals of the 
park and take in the views of the verdant 
landscape. Eight nature trails traverse the 
sanctuary, ranging from 500 m to 5 km, 
shadowed by soaring deciduous trees. Best 
visited between October and March, the 
sanctuary is home to the Indian pangolin, 
four-horned antelope, white-bellied 
woodpecker, mouse deer and the Malabar 
trogon among other birds and animals. 
Offering an interesting contrast to Goa's 
picturesque beaches, Cotigao is located in 
Canacona Taluka in south Goa.

impenetrable against attacks, it has many a 
stories to tell. It also houses an impressive 
lighthouse that is open to visitors and a must-
visit for photographers. Interesting frescoes 
adorn most of the walls here, quite a lure for 
the lovers of art and architecture. A perfect 
battle fort, it has centuries old cannons 
perched on its terrace. Other than an insight 
into the history and times of this region, a visit 
to Diu Fort will get you some very fascinating 
views of the stark blue Arabian Sea and the 
terrain around.

This maze of caves is strewn outside the 
territory walls of Diu Fort. Quite an offbeat 
attraction, it sees the more ardent of explorers. 
A labyrinth of underground caves, their walls 
eroded by wind, these are perfect to lose 

Cave-hopping

yourself in your own company. Visit the caves 
when the Sun is high above as it lights up the 
rather dark insides and puts up a very 
fascinating natural light show. These caves are 
located near the Jallandhar Beach and are just a 
stroll away from the town centre. Explore these 
for some solitary time or set your kids playing a 
game of hide and seek in a setting that is more 
than just perfect.

Parasailing, surfing, banana boat rides, jet 
skiing, water zorbing and even hot air balloon 
rides over the Arabian Sea—Diu has all this for 
adrenalin junkies. Most of these activities are 
organised at one of the two main beaches 
here—Ghoghla and Nagoa. Kids too can have a 
gala time here with special activities including 
boat rides and beach biking. A carnival-like 
mood at the beaches is another lure. Early 

Test yourself at water sports

evenings are the perfect time to go splashing 
in the blue waters.

This tiny museum in Diu is perhaps one of its 
most offbeat attractions. Conceptualised by 
Captain Devjibhai Vira Fulbaria, this 
museum houses his personal collection of 
sea shells, collected by him from over 50 
years of sailing. A rather rundown place for a 
museum, it will surprise you with more than 
3000 seashells of different varieties. This 
museum is a short distance away from 
Nagoa Beach and the airport, and makes for 
a perfect pitstop option. There is no entry fee 
for the museum, with a jolly guard showing 
you around the establishment.

Go wandering  at  the  
Seashell Museum
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