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Mount Abu: On the highly auspi-
cious and divine occasion of Jan-
mashtami, the birth anniversary of
Lord Shri Krishna—the symbol of
truth, devotion, and righteousness—
the 'Mahanagar Metro' newspaper
group is going to script a new golden
chapter of history for its dear readers.
Driven by the unwavering trust,
boundless affection, and continuous
support of all our loyal readers, the
new, magnificent, and fully colored
edition of 'Mahanagar Metro' is com-
mencing its historic journey today. On
this sacred soil of Rajasthan, the land
of brave warriors, ascetics, and great
saints, Mahanagar Metro is making a
grand beginning of its fearless, impar-
tial, and truthful journalism. Seeking
the divine blessings of Mother Arbuda
(Ambe) from her mythological and
holy abode of Mount Abu, this new
awakening of Mahanagar Metro is
now fully committed to becoming the
strongest and most resonant voice of
the masses across the entire state. A
Revolutionary Step in Print Media: A
New Chapter of Impartial Journalism

In the present times, when print media
faces serious challenges in maintain-
ing credibility, professionalism, and
public concern, Group Editor Shri
Pawan Maken has taken this highly
courageous and revolutionary step in
the print media world with the im-
mense blessings of Goddess Bhag-
wati. The purpose of Mahanagar
Metro is not merely to deliver daily
news, but: Pursuit of Truth: To present
the truth before the public with full
transparency and clarity, without any
pressure or influence. Medium of the
Public Voice: To take the problems of
the marginalized, the exploited, and
the oppressed to the corridors of ad-
ministration and governance. Fearless
Reporting: To fulfill the duty of jour-
nalism by keeping only the public in-
terest paramount, without any bias or
prejudice.Guardian of the Rights of
Every Class, A True Companion to
Every Citizen Mahanagar Metro is
not just a collection of letters printed
on paper, but a guardian of the rights
of every section of society. Support
for Farmers: To prominently raise the
rights, problems, and demands of our

food-providing
farmers, who feed
the entire nation
with their hard
work, blood, and
sweat.  The Reso-
nant Voice of the
Youth: To bring
the dreams, em-
ployment, educa-
tion, and
struggles of the
y o u t h — w h o
shape the future
of the state and
the nation—into
the mainstream, providing them with
the right direction and a proper plat-
form. Social Harmony: To build a
strong and aware society while pro-
tecting the interests of every class,
caste, and community. Gratitude, Ap-
preciation, and Our Unwavering Re-
solve Embarking on this new journey
from the historic and proud land of
Rajasthan, Group Editor Pawan
Maken and the entire 'Mahanagar
Metro' family express their deepest
gratitude from the bottom of their

hearts to all our respected readers, as-
sociates, and well-wishers. Our Un-
wavering Resolve: We will neither
bow down under any pressure nor de-
viate from our path; we will protect
the public's trust by fearlessly stand-
ing with the truth.Your affection and
trust are our greatest strength. We are
fully confident that just as you have
showered 'Mahanagar Metro' with
your immense love so far, your sup-
port and blessings will continue to re-
main with us in this new, colorful, and
resolute journey.

Mass relief operations continue across Nepal
following catastrophic Himalayan flash floods
Air Vice Marshal Shakti Sharma became the highest-ranking woman
non-medical officer in the Indian Armed Forces after taking over as

Assistant Chief of the Air Staff
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Jodhpur: GUN² Coffee has taken
a major step towards expanding
its retail presence with the launch
of its first drive-in and takeaway
outlet in collaboration with Hin-
dustan Petroleum Corporation
Limited (HPCL) at Kamala Fill-
ing Station on Barmer Highway,
Jodhpur. The new outlet intro-
duces a convenient “fuel and cof-
fee” concept, allowing
commuters and travellers to grab
refreshments while refuelling
their vehicles. Customers can
avail themselves of chemical-free
coffee at ₹20 and a hot combo
meal at ₹99, making the outlet an
affordable and quick stop for peo-

ple on the move. The initiative
has been launched under the lead-

ership of GUN² Coffee
CEO, MD & Director
Gungun Upadhyay and
Senior Managing Di-
rector Ganesh Upad-
hyay, with the support
of the company’s team.
The execution also
benefited from the
mentorship and guid-
ance of Sushil Kumar
Shukla, Naveen
Kumar, Mukul Gupta
and Manisha Jeswani.
The inauguration was
attended by senior
HPCL officials. Zonal

Head Manish Tandon formally in-
augurated the partnership in the

presence of senior regional man-
agers from Rajasthan. The com-
pany expressed its gratitude to the
HPCL Jodhpur and regional
teams for their support in bringing
the initiative to fruition. For
GUN² Coffee, the Jodhpur outlet
is more than a new retail location.
It represents the beginning of an
ambitious expansion strategy
aimed at taking its drive-in and
takeaway model to multiple loca-
tions across India and eventually
beyond. With Jodhpur serving as
the first destination, GUN² Coffee
is looking to combine affordabil-
ity, convenience and quality cof-
fee to create a new experience for
travellers and daily commuters.

GUN² Coffee Opens First Drive-In Outlet
in Jodhpur in Partnership with HPCL
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northern hemisphere includes an updated H1N1 The surge in H1N1 viral infections in Delhi this year is 
component. It would not prevent every infection, but it strong enough to demand attention. It is not, however, 
can reduce the risk of severe disease, particularly among evidence of a new or unusually lethal virus. That 
those most vulnerable. That suggests a policy Delhi distinction matters. The state government put the 
should have had years ago: an annual influenza number of H1N1 cases as of August 27 at 2,729, out of 
programme, with vaccination offered before the seasonal 3,736 influenza A and B cases recorded overall. 
rise to older people, pregnant women, young children and Influenza A accounted for 3,447 cases, of which H1N1 is 
people with chronic illnesses—accompanied by a subtype that accounted for almost four-fifths. The 
systematic surveillance. Influenza is usually self-limiting, H1N1 strain, which has circulated among humans since 
but in those at risk it can lead to pneumonia, respiratory 2009, has since become established as a seasonal 
complications and, in severe cases, hospitalisation or influenza virus.
death.However, a second policy question remains. The However, the scale and nature of this year’s outbreak 
vaccine’s price is such that access to it cannot be left makes it stand out. Last year, another influenza A 
entirely to the private market. If vaccination is to form part subtype—H3N2—was more prominent in Delhi. And 

each rise in cases as an administrative surprise? of Delhi’s annual public health strategy, the government the Indian Council of Medical Research has found no 
Influenza viruses keep evolving, making annual vaccination must find a way to provide it free to the poorest and most evidence yet of a new threat or an unusual genetic shift in 

the practical way of reducing the risk of serious illness. vulnerable, and at subsidised rates to others who cannot the H1N1 to make it more virulent. That leaves a question 
The vaccine composition recommended by the World afford it. Price should not determine who among those Delhi has long been reluctant to confront: why does a city 
Health Organization for the 2026-27 season in the most vulnerable gets protection from serious disease.that knows influenza recurs every year continue to treat 

The Bishkek Balancing 
Act: How India’s dual 

engagements define its 
strategic autonomy

The downside of India’s infra push

Make affordable flu vaccine available to all in National Capital

When Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and Iranian President 
Masoud Pezeshkian in quick succession on the 
side-lines of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation summit in Bishkek on August 31, he 
was doing more than managing two important 
bilateral relationships. He was making a larger 
statement about how India sees its place in a world 
increasingly divided by geopolitical conflict and 
competing blocs.The SCO itself is instructive. It 
brings together Russia, China, Iran, India, Pakistan 
and the Central Asian states, countries that the West 
views through very different lenses. Yet India is 
comfortable engaging all of them, even as it 
simultaneously deepens its relationships with the 
United States, Europe, Israel and the Gulf. That is 
not simply hedging. It is an assertion that India’s 
interests are too broad and its strategic choices too 
important to be defined by any single relationship.
The Modi-Putin meeting was particularly 
significant because it reaffirmed the depth and 
resilience of a relationship that has survived 
enormous geopolitical change. Defence, energy, 
trade and the wider international situation were on 
the agenda. Yet Modi also used the meeting to 
reiterate India’s position that the Ukraine conflict 
must move from continuing war towards an end to 
the war.The meeting with Pezeshkian carried a 
different but equally important message. Against 
the backdrop of the continuing West Asia crisis and 
the vulnerability of the Strait of Hormuz, Modi 
reiterated India’s preference for dialogue and 
diplomacy while emphasising the importance of 
safeguarding freedom of navigation and 
commerce.Two meetings, therefore, sent one broad 
signal: India will engage where its interests 
demand engagement, irrespective of the 
preferences of other powers.
The Middle Ground Under Pressure
The real question, however, is whether India can 
continue to occupy this middle ground - deeply 
engaged  wi th  Russ ia  and  I ran  whi le  
simultaneously managing an increasingly 
consequential relationship with Washington.The 
answer is still yes. But the price of strategic 
autonomy is rising.India’s relationship with Russia 
remains anchored in energy and defence. Russian 
crude has become an important component of 
India’s energy security, while the wider defence 
relationship remains substantial. But this 
deepening engagement now carries a more direct 
economic cost. The US Senate has passed the 
Lindsey Graham Act of 2026 by an 86–11 vote. In 
its present form, the legislation would authorise the 
US President to impose tariffs of up to 100 per cent 
on countries among the largest purchasers of 
Russian oil and gas, putting India and China 
squarely in the zone of risk.The important 
distinction is that this is no longer merely the threat 
of an executive action that can be negotiated away 
through bilateral diplomacy. It represents a broader 
congressional push to weaponise access to the US 
market against countries that continue significant 
commercial engagement with Russia.India has 
already experienced the costs of this approach. The 
question now is whether New Delhi will allow 
external pressure to determine its energy choices. 
Its answer so far has been clear: energy security, 
affordability and national interest remain the 
primary considerations.This does not mean India is 
indifferent to sanctions. Quite the opposite. It 
means that India is learning to navigate a world in 
which sanctions, tariffs, export controls and 
financial restrictions are increasingly being used as 
instruments of geopolitical power.That is a very 
different proposition from either joining a bloc or 
defying one.
The West Asia Conflict and the Energy Calculus
The crisis in West Asia has, if anything, reinforced 
the logic of India’s Russian engagement. India 
imports more than 80 per cent of its crude oil, 
making the security of maritime energy routes a 
strategic rather than merely commercial concern. 
Any prolonged disruption around the Gulf or the 
Strait of Hormuz immediately changes the risk 
calculation for New Delhi.

ZAs the images from Nepal horrify us, we must understand that disaster amid nature’s fury is often a failure of  management. Kerala and Assam, which face 
frequent floods, must scientifically reassess how the changing climate affects their unique geologies and move from disaster response to prevention

telephony and broadband networks. Governments, across money spent on the much-vaunted National Highways BY now, you know about the Subhash Chandra payout 
the  political spectrum, made it easier for builders to Development Project during the Vajpayee years came controversy. The facts are contested, but one thing is clear 
acquire land and construct multi-storeyed housing. Tax from the government.The UPA devised a new mechanism — several big lenders are unlikely to get back the 
rebates were given to home buyers to boost the real-estate of public-private partnership to build infrastructure on thousands of crores that they lent to the companies 
sector.But infrastructure projects required large capital steroids. In the 10 years of UPA rule, infrastructure loans associated with his Essel Group.This is the latest episode 
investments with delayed returns — a highway or power jumped tenfold, almost all of them coming from State-of an endless soap opera. Big companies take mega loans 
project would take years to complete, and even longer to owned banks. In some cases, almost all of a project’s for large projects; those projects turn out to be 
recover the costs through electricity bills and road tolls. financing turned out to be debt.economically unviable; they default on loan repayments; 
The answer was to reset the banking system, to make it lenders take over whatever assets are left and sell them to It is worth understanding how this worked, since it 

easier to issue large corporate loans for infrastructure recover some of their money; the assets fetch a fraction of effectively transferred all the risk on to the lenders. The 

the loan amount, and the rest has to be owners of Company A would set up a separate Company B 

written off. In business lingo, this is called for an infrastructure project, where they 

“taking a haircut” — the kind your mother had to invest 25-30% as equity. The 

forces you to get when you have let your owners would take a loan from a PSU 

locks grow fashionably wild.Most bank on the books of Company A, and 

commentators blame this continuous loan then use it to finance their equity 

write-off saga on an alleged corrupt nexus investment in Company B. In effect, PSU 

between politicians in power, officials banks had lent all of the money — partly 

running PSU banks and politically directly to Company B and the rest to 

connected corporates. Indeed, that is part Company A — leaving private players 

of the story. However, the reality is that with practically no skin in the game.
The reckless infrastructure spending was India would still have this problem of 

great for generating high economic corporate bad loans, and subsequent debt 
growth — after all, real capital write-off, even if the system were 
investments were being made and assets absolutely clean and honest. This is 
were being built. But most of these turned because of the infrastructure-led path of 
out to be economically unviable. Power economic growth that we have chosen 
companies couldn’t get State Electricity over the past four decades.

It began in the mid-1980s, when Soviet Boards to buy from them, highway 

socialism started to falter and fail, and projects were unable to collect enough 

neoliberalism took root in the West. toll, airports and ports incurred losses, the 

Equally important was the rise of the stock of unsold homes shot up.Private 

Asian Tigers — Singapore, South Korea, companies stopped paying back their 

Hong Kong and Taiwan. Our netas, babus loans, and they piled up as bad loans — 

and corporate honchos visited these euphemistically called Non-Performing 

nations, saw their swanky skyscrapers, Assets (NPAs) — on the books of banks. 
projects. Private players had to invest only 25-30% of the glitzy malls, superfast highways, multilayered flyovers The NPA crisis gave birth to a new insolvency and 
project’s cost as their own equity. PSU banks were and state-of-the-art ports and airports, and came back bankruptcy system, where lending agencies were 
nudged to lend the rest. The government would step in with a belief that Nehruvian socialism, with its empowered to take over the assets of defaulters and sell 
wherever there was a shortfall, either by lending through restrictions on the private sector and aesthetic distaste for them to recover their money. So far, only 30% of the 
specialised infrastructure finance institutions or directly consumerism, was holding India back.Economic policies money lent has been recovered. Banks have had to “write 
through budgetary funding.While that solved the funding slowly turned right from the mid-1980s, before finally off” the rest to clean up their balance sheets and be able to 
problem, the issue of revenues remained a sore point. completing a 180-degree turn towards liberalisation, lend again.What is more egregious is that a few big 
Private players realised very soon that it wasn’t going to privatisation and globalisation in 1991. The objective business houses have picked up the distressed assets for a 
be easy to recover their investments. Indians didn’t earn was to dramatically increase highway connectivity, build song, often using money borrowed from those same PSU 
enough to pay the tolls and rates needed to make the new ports, upgrade airports, generate more electricity, banks. It has led to monopoly control in several 
projects profitable. The Atal Bihari Vajpayee government build a world-class communication system and give infrastructure segments, including airports and real 
found a solution — it handed out highway contracts, middle-class consumers fancier homes and bigger estate.This is an inevitable design feature of private-
private players built the highways and earned tolls for a cars.Over the next two decades, laws were amended to sector-led, infrastructure-driven growth path in a country 
limited period, and then handed the highways back to the allow private companies to build, operate and earn from where only 5% of the population drives most of the 
State once they had earned enough. In fact, 90% of the highways, power stations, airports, ports, and mobile consumption. Corruption is simply its side effect.

Corporate bad loans and debt write-off are rooted in the economic growth path chosen by the nation

reservoir operations and flood management practices. biological processes to form; their loss through erosion We live in an era when changing rainfall patterns, floods, The lesson from Assam

Dam operating rules, reservoir storage, flood cushion and and landslides therefore cannot be quickly restored.landslides, heat waves and other extreme climatic events Assam provides an important parallel. The state has 
downstream risks must be reassessed under changing are no longer rare. As the devastation in Nepal—soon India's forecasting, Doppler radar, satellite observation, repeatedly suffered devastating floods, riverbank erosion 
climatic conditions. Reservoir sedimentation also after deadly floods in Kerala and Assam—showed, we lightning detection, automated weather stations and and landslides, causing substantial loss of life and 
requires continuous assessment because loss of storage must urgently adapt to live with climate change. numerical modelling capabilities have improved property. Last month’s severe events, which have claimed 
capacity can affect flood management. considerably. The real test begins after a warning is Yet, an important distinction must be made: rain itself is over 100 lives, illustrate its continuing vulnerability.
Controlled desiltation may be appropriate in selected not a disaster. Disaster results from the interaction of The state’s geological and geomorphological setting 
reservoirs after rigorous engineering and environmental natural hazards with vulnerable landscapes, inappropriate is fundamental to understanding this risk. The 
assessment. However, indiscriminate dredging of land use, inadequate scientific understanding, weak early- tectonically-active Himalayan region, the mighty 
natural rivers should be avoided. Groundwater deserves warning systems and delayed decisions.Kerala—where Brahmaputra and its highly braided channel system 
equal attention. Rivers are dynamic, physical, heavy monsoon rainfall is a natural feature—is create conditions conducive to recurrent flooding 
hydrogeological and ecological systems, not merely particularly exposed as it is marked by densely-packed and erosion. The river transports enormous 
drainage channels. Scientific mapping of aquifer valleys and extensive development along slopes and quantities of sand, silt and clay derived from the 
hydrodynamics, protection of recharge zones and floodplains. Intense, short rainfall can rapidly saturate the easily erodible tertiary formations of the young 
conservation of riverbeds and wetlands should become slopes, overwhelm drainage systems and transform Himalaya.Extreme rainfall and high-sediment loads 
i n t e g r a l  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  w a t e r - r e s o u r c e  streams into destructive torrents. Landslides occur when can alter channel morphology, intensify bank 
management.Kerala's highlands require stronger rainfall-induced saturation combines with geological erosion and reduce effective flood-carrying 
scientific understanding of slope stability. Rainfall is structure, soil thickness, weathering, slope geometry, capacity across extensive floodplains. The 1950 
only one trigger among several interacting factors. drainage and land-use conditions to destabilise slopes. earthquake, estimated at around 8.6 magnitude, 
Geological structure, soil properties, weathering, slope The problem is aggravated when wetlands are reclaimed, further demonstrates the region's intense tectonic 
geometry, drainage, vegetation and land-use changes drainage channels obstructed, floodplains encroached activity. It triggered numerous landslides and 
determine susceptibility.The disasters at Kavalappara upon and hill slopes modified for roads, buildings, introduced enormous sediment quantities into river 
and Puthumala in 2019, Pettimudi in 2020, Kokkayar plantations and infrastructure. Such interventions reduce systems, producing long-term geomorphological 
and Koottickal in 2021, and Mundakkai-Chooralmala in the natural capacity of the landscape to absorb, store and changes.Flood and landslide management in issued. An effective system must establish a clear chain: 
2024 demonstrate the devastating consequences of slope safely convey water.Kerala's 41 west-flowing rivers are Assam, therefore, cannot depend primarily on emergency forecast followed by hazard assessment, decision-
instability.Not just Kerala, several Indian states urgently generally short and steep, resulting in rapid hydrological response and relief. It requires integrated river-basin making, warning signal, evacuation, rescue and, finally, 
need high-resolution landslide-hazard mapping, responses during extreme rainfall. Flood risk, therefore, management, sediment monitoring, floodplain recovery.A warning has little value if vulnerable families 
continuous slope monitoring, detailed geological increases when river channels, floodplains and wetlands regulation, landslide-risk assessment and improved early-are not evacuated, dangerous roads remain open or 
investigations and scientifically-established rainfall are prevented from performing their natural functions. warning systems. Quarrying, deforestation and other downstream communities uninformed about rising 
thresholds. Research must directly influence land-use activities that destabilise slopes and drainage systems The devastating floods of 2018 had demonstrated the reservoir levels. It must reach fishermen at sea, farmers, 
decisions, road construction, quarrying regulations, must be strictly regulated. Large-scale ecological complex interaction between extreme rainfall, catchment travellers, residents beneath unstable slopes and families 
building permissions and evacuation plans. restoration and afforestation are particularly important in conditions, reservoir storage and dam operations. Kerala living near rivers. Messages should be location-specific, 
Mountain soils require extremely long geological and vulnerable catchments.should undertake independent scientific assessments of simple and actionable.

Human follies worsen natural calamities

If vaccination is to form part of Delhi’s annual public health strategy, the government must find a 

way to make it accessible for the most vulnerable
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K Gokulashtami. m his evil Uncle Bangladeshrishna Janmashtami also 
Birth An article related toKansa.So Vasudeva known as Krishnashtami, 
Painting of Krishna being carried Hinduismtook Krishna with Saatam Aatham, Gokulashtami, 

Om.svgacross the river. him and crossed Ashtami Rohini, Srikrishna 
Hindu HistoryKrishna Carried Across the River Yamuna to reach Jayan t i ,  S ree  Jayan t i  o r  
Philosophy[show]Krishna was the 8th son of G o k u l  . T h e r e  s o m e t i m e s  m e r e l y  a s  
Deities[show]Devaki and Vasudeva. Based on e v e r y o n e  w a s  Janmashtami, is an annual 
Scriptures[show]scriptural details and astrological asleep,so he quietly commemoration of the birth of 
Practices[show]calculations the date of Krishna's kept him there and the Hindu deity Krishna, the 
Philosophers and saints[show]birth, known as Janmashtami,[3] r e t u r n e d  w i t h  eighth avatar of Vishnu.[1]
Other topics[show]Janis 19 July 3228 BCE and departed Y a s h o d a ' s  The festival is celebrated on the 
Portal icon Hinduism portalmason 3102 BCE. Krishna belonged daughter.Kansa,thinkieighth day (Ashtami) of the 
Portal icon Hindu Mythology htamto the Vrishni clan ng her to be Devki's 
portali  b y  of Yadavas eight child,threw her on 
v t efasting f r o m  a stone.But she rose in air 
Janmashthami is a national u n t i l  
holiday in Bangladesh.[11] On midnight. 
Janmashthami, a procession They chant 
starts from Dhakeshwari Temple Slokas from 
in Dhaka, the National Temple of the Bhagavad 
Bangladesh, and then proceeds Gita and sing 
through the streets of Old Dhaka. religious songs 
The procession dates back to c a l l e d  
1902, but was stopped in 1948 

following 

t h e

establishm

e n t  o f  

P a k i s t a n  

a n d

subsequent 

attacks by 

M u s l i m  

mobs in 

D h a k a .  

T h e

processi

on was 

resumed 

i n

1989.[1

2]
Pakistan[ed

i t  s o u r c e  |  

editbeta]
J a n m a s h t h a m i  i s  

celebrated by Pakistani Hindus Kr i shna  Paksha  (da rk  T h a n e  Mathura,[4] and was the bhat h e  in the Shri Swaminarayan fortnight) of the month of and and Babu Genu, Mandai in eighth son born to the princess jans. The temples of Lord Dwarkadhish temple. In Jammu, Mandir in Karachi with the B h a d r a p a d a  transformed into Yogmaya(who Pune.[7]Devaki,  and her husband Krishna are decorated, and kite flying is an important part of singing of bhajans and delivering (August–September; However, is Vishnu's helper)and warned Cash and gifts are offered for Vasudeva. bhajans and kirtans are sung or the celebration on his day.[9] of sermons on Krishna.[13]in both traditions it is the same Kansa about his death.Then she Govinda troops to participate; for Mathura (in present day Mathura In the eastern state of Odisha, in played. The Krishna Mandir in Outside South Asia
day. So, we have works like disappeared.Krishna grew up in over 4,000 handis in Mumbai, district, Uttar Pradesh) was the the region around Puri and in P a t a n  D u r b a r  S q u a r e ,  T h e  f i r s t  e v e r  e l e c t e d  
Vishnudharmottara Purana G o k u l  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  2,000 Govinda troops compete capital of the Yadavas, to which Nabadwip, West Bengali people Narayanhiti Krishnamandir, and government official in the world 
saying Krishna Ashtami is in the Balram.Then he returned to for the prizes.Krishna's parents Vasudeva and celebrate Janmashtami by fasting other temples of Lord Krishna are to issue proclamation for the 
Bhadrapada month and Skanda Mathura and killed Kansa with ManipurDevaki belonged. King Kansa, and worship until midnight. the centers for festivities on celebration Janmashtami is Janet 

Janmaashtami – popularly Purana stating that it falls in the the help of his brother,Balram.Devak i ' s  b ro the r, [5 ]  had  Purana Pravachana from the K r i s h n a  J a n m a a s t h i m i .  Napolitano, while she was the 
Celebrations known in Manipur as Krishna month of Shravana) in the Hindu a s c e n d e d  t h e  t h r o n e  b y  Bhagavata Purana are recited Numerous devotees flock to the Governor of Arizona. The Hindus celebrate Janmashtami Janma – is a significant festival calendar. Rasa lila, dramatic imprisoning his father, King from the 10th Skandha. This ancient Krishna temple in old festival is also celebrated widely by fasting and staying up until celebrated at two temples in enactments of the life of Krishna, Ugrasena. Afraid of a prophecy section deals with pastimes of Patan Durbar Square to keep vigil by Hindus in Caribbean in the midnight, the time when Krishna Imphal, the capital city of are a special feature in regions of that predicted his death at the Lord Krishna. The next day is through the revered night of his countries of Guyana, Trinidad is believed to have been born. Manipur. The first festival is at Mathura and Vrindavan, and hands of Devaki's eighth son, called Nanda Utsav or the joyous birth. Observances include and Tobago, Jamaica and the Images of Krishna's infancy are the Govindaji temple, and the regions following Vaishnavism Kansa had the couple locked into celebration of Krishna's foster people sitting closely together, Dutch Colony of Surinam. The placed in swings and cradles in second is at the International in Manipur.[2] While the Rasa a prison cell. After Kansa killed parents Nanda and Yashoda. On bodies rocking as women chant Hindus in these countries temples and homes. At midnight, lila re-creates the flirtatious the first six children, and 
devotees gather around for aspects of Krishna's youthful Devaki's apparent miscarriage of 
devotional songs, dance and days, the Dahi Handi celebrate the seventh (which was actually a 
exchange gifts. Some temples God's playful and mischievous secret transfer of the infant to 
also conduct reading of the Hindu side, where teams of young men Rohini as Balarama), Krishna 
religious scripture Bhagavad form human towers to reach a was born.
Gita.[6]high-hanging pot of butter and After his birth Vishnu ordered 
Maharashtrabreak it. This tradition, also Vasudeva to take Krishna to 
See also: Govinda sportknown as uriadi, is a major Gokul to Nanda and 
Janmaashtami/ Gokulashtami , event in Tamil Nadu Yashoda where 
popularly known in Mumbai and o n  he can live 
Pune as Dahi Handi, is celebrated safely,a
wi th  enormous  zea l  and  w a y  
enthusiasm. The handi is a clay fro
pot filled with buttermilk that is 

positioned at a convenient height 

prior to the event. The topmost 

person on the human pyramid 

tries to break the handi by 

hitting it with a blunt object. 

When the handi breaks, the 

buttermilk is spilled over the 

entire group, symbolizing 

their achievement through 

unity. Handis are set up 

around the city, and groups 

of youngsters –called 

Govinda Pathaks – travel 

around in trucks trying to 
the many names of Lord Krisha, S o c i e t y  f o r  K r i s h n a  this day, people break their fast origianted from Uttar Pradesh break as many handis as 
such as Narayan, Narayan and Consciousness temple. Devotees and offer various cooked sweets and are the descendants of possible during the day.
Gopal, Gopal. Some sing hymns, of Lord Krishna gather mostly at Many – such Govinda during the early hours. indentured immigrants from UP.
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Janmashtami
Krishna 

K rishna Janmashtami also known as Krishnashtami, Saatam Aatham, Gokulashtami, Ashtami Rohini, Srikrishna Jayanti, Sree Jayanti or sometimes merely as 

Janmashtami, is an annual commemoration of the birth of the Hindu deity Krishna, the eighth avatar of Vishnu.[1]
The festival is celebrated on the eighth day (Ashtami) of the Krishna Paksha (dark fortnight) of the month of Bhadrapada (August–September; However, in both traditions it 

is the same day. So, we have works like Vishnudharmottara Purana saying Krishna Ashtami is in the Bhadrapada month and Skanda Purana stating that it falls in the month 

of Shravana) in the Hindu calendar. Rasa lila, dramatic enactments of the life of Krishna, are a special feature in regions of Mathura and Vrindavan, and regions following 

Vaishnavism in Manipur.[2] While the Rasa lila re-creates the flirtatious aspects of Krishna's youthful days, the Dahi Handi celebrate God's playful and mischievous side, 

where teams of young men form human towers to reach a high-hanging pot of butter and break it. This tradition, also known as uriadi, is a major event in Tamil Nadu on 

Gokulashtami.

Krishna 
Janmashtami

KrishnaBirth
Painting of Krishna being carried across the river.
Krishna Carried Across the River
Krishna was the 8th son of Devaki and Vasudeva. Based on scriptural details and astrological 

calculations the date of Krishna's birth, known as Janmashtami,[3] is 19 July 3228 BCE and 

departed on 3102 BCE. Krishna belonged to the Vrishni clan of Yadavas from Mathura,[4] and 

was the eighth son born to the princess 

Devaki, and her husband Vasudeva.
Mathura (in present day Mathura 

district, Uttar Pradesh) was the capital 

of the Yadavas, to which Krishna's 

parents Vasudeva and Devaki 

belonged. King Kansa, Devaki's 

brother,[5] had ascended the throne by 

imprisoning his father, King Ugrasena. 

Afraid of a prophecy that predicted his 

death at the hands of Devaki's eighth 

son, Kansa had the couple locked into 

a prison cell. After Kansa killed the 

first six children, and Devaki's 

apparent miscarriage of the seventh 

(which was actually a secret transfer of 

the infant to Rohini as Balarama), 

Krishna was born.
After his birth Vishnu ordered 

Vasudeva to take Krishna to Gokul to 

Nanda and Yashoda where he can live 

safely,away from his evil Uncle 

Kansa.So Vasudeva took Krishna with 

him and crossed Yamuna to reach Gokul .There everyone was asleep,so he quietly kept him 

there and returned with Yashoda's daughter.Kansa,thinking her to be Devki's eight child,threw 

her on a stone.But she rose in air and transformed into Yogmaya(who is Vishnu's helper)and 

warned Kansa about his death.Then she disappeared.Krishna grew up in Gokul with his brother 

Balram.Then he returned to Mathura and killed Kansa with the help of his brother,Balram.

Janmashtami Celebrations
Hindus celebrate Janmashtami by fasting and 

staying up until midnight, the time when Krishna 

is believed to have been born. Images of Krishna's 

infancy are placed in swings and cradles in 

temples and homes. At midnight, devotees gather 

around for devotional songs, dance and exchange 

gifts. Some temples also conduct reading of the 

Hindu religious scripture Bhagavad Gita.[6]

See also: Govinda sport
Janmaashtami/  Gokulashtami  ,  

popularly known in Mumbai and Pune as 

Dahi Handi, is celebrated with enormous 

zeal and enthusiasm. The handi is a clay 

pot filled with buttermilk that is 

positioned at a convenient height prior to 

the event. The topmost person on the 

human pyramid tries to break the handi 

by hitting it with a blunt object. When 

the handi breaks, the buttermilk is spilled 

over the entire group, symbolizing their 

achievement through unity. Handis are 

set up around the city, and groups of 

youngsters –called Govinda Pathaks – 

travel around in trucks trying to break as 

many handis as possible during the day.
Many – such Govinda Pathaks – compete 

with each other, especially for the handis 

that dole out hefty rewards. The event, in 

recent times, has gathered a political 

flavor, and it is common for political 

parties and rich community groups to offer 

prizes amounting to lakhs of rupees.
Some of the most famous handis are at 

Dadar, Lower Parel, Worli, Mazgaon, 

Lalbaug, Thane and Babu Genu, Mandai 

in Pune.[7]
Cash and gifts are offered for Govinda 

troops to participate; for over 4,000 handis 

in Mumbai, 2,000 Govinda troops 

compete for the prizes.

Janmashtami CelebrationsMaharashtra

Janmaashtami – popularly known in Manipur as 

Krishna Janma – is a significant festival 

celebrated at two temples in Imphal, the capital 

city of Manipur. The first festival is at the 

Govindaji temple, and the second is at the 

International Society for Krishna Consciousness 

temple. Devotees of Lord Krishna gather mostly 

at the ISKCON temple.

Janmashtami Celebrations Manipur

Places in Uttar Pradesh that are 

associated with Krishna's childhood, 

such as Mathura,  Gokul and 

Vrindavan, attract visitors from all 

over India, who go there to participate 

in the festival celebrations.[8] People 

in the city of Dwarka in Gujarat – 

where Krishna is believed to have 

established his Kingdom – celebrate 

t he  f e s t i va l  by  v i s i t i ng  the  

Dwarkadhish temple. In Jammu, kite 

flying is an important part of the 

celebration on his day.[9]
In the eastern state of Odisha, in the 

region around Puri and in Nabadwip, 

West Bengali people celebrate 

Janmashtami by fasting and worship 

until midnight. Purana Pravachana 

from the Bhagavata Purana are recited 

Janmashtami 

CelebrationsNorther

n and Eastern India

from the 10th Skandha. This section deals 

with pastimes of Lord Krishna. The next day 

is called Nanda Utsav or the 

joyous celebration of 

Krishna's foster 

parents Nanda 

and Yashoda. 

On this day, 

people break 

their fast and 

offer various 

c o o k e d  

s w e e t s  

dur ing the  

early hours.
South India[edit source | 

editbeta]
In Southern India, floors in 

houses are decorated with 

footprints made from flour, 

to symbolize Krishna's 

childhood sport of stealing 

butter from houses.[10]

Janmashtami 

CelebrationsNepal
Eighty percent of the population of Nepal identify 

themselves as Hindus and celebrate Krishna 

Janmashtimi. They observe Janmashtami by fasting until 

midnight. They chant Slokas from the Bhagavad Gita and 

sing religious songs called bhajans. The temples of Lord 

Krishna are decorated, and bhajans and kirtans are sung or 

played. The Krishna Mandir in Patan Durbar Square, 

Narayanhiti Krishnamandir, and other temples of Lord 

Krishna are the centers for festivities on Krishna 

Janmaasthimi. Numerous devotees flock to the ancient 

Krishna temple in old Patan Durbar Square to keep vigil 

through the revered night of his birth. Observances 

include people sitting closely together, bodies rocking as 

women chant the many names of Lord Krisha, such as 

Narayan, Narayan and Gopal, Gopal. Some sing hymns, 

others clap their hands, while some others pray. Crowds 

of men and women edge their way slowly up narrow steps 

through the seated devotees to the temple's dark interior, 

to where the main idol stands. There they offer flowers, 

coins and food, and wait for a glimpse of the Krishna 

Janmashtami idol. After the temple priest gives them 

prasad, they make their way home.[citation needed]

Janmashtami 

Celebrations Bangladesh

Janmashtami Celebrations 

Outside South Asia
The first ever elected government official in the 

world to issue proclamation for the celebration 

Janmashtami is Janet Napolitano, while she 

was the Governor of Arizona. The festival 

is also celebrated widely by Hindus in 

Caribbean in the countries of Guyana, 

Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica and the 

Dutch Colony of Surinam. The 

Hindus in these countries 

origianted from Uttar Pradesh 

and are the descendants of 

indentured immigrants from UP.
Street plays

For the past few years, several 

thousand teams of youth 

perform street plays on 

t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  

Janmashtami worldwide. 

The performers of these 

plays are inspired by 

P a n d u r a n g  S h a s t r i  

Athavale, of the Swadhyay 

Pariwar, to spread the 

message of Krishna. They 

disseminate the thoughts of 

Bhagavad Gita through 

street plays around the week 

of Janmashtami.
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v t e
Janmashthami is a national holiday in Bangladesh.[11] 

On Janmashthami, a procession starts from Dhakeshwari 

Temple in Dhaka, the National Temple of Bangladesh, 

and then proceeds through the streets of Old Dhaka. The 

procession dates back to 1902, but was stopped in 1948 

following the establishment of Pakistan and subsequent 

attacks by Muslim mobs in Dhaka. The procession was 

resumed in 1989.[12]
Pakistan[edit source | editbeta]
Janmashthami is celebrated by Pakistani Hindus in the 

Shri Swaminarayan Mandir in Karachi with the singing 

of bhajans and delivering of sermons on Krishna.[13]
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