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Ahmedabad. A sharp confrontation
has emerged between the elected
wing and the administrative body of
the Ahmedabad Municipal Corpora-
tion (AMC) over prolonged delays in
the construction of the Naroda Patiya
flyover. In a strongly worded letter to
the Deputy Municipal Commissioner,
AMC Roads and Buildings Commit-
tee Chairman Jainik Vakil demanded
accountability regarding the slow
progress, questioning the coordination
between civic engineers, consulting
agencies, and private contractors. The
escalating controversy has drawn
widespread attention, with civic ob-
servers closely watching AMC Com-
missioner Banchhanidhi Pani for
decisive administrative action against
potential corruption and systemic
mismanagement.The ongoing con-
struction at the critical eastern junc-
tion has caused severe disruptions for
local residents and daily commuters.
Road narrowing caused by the project
has forced the suspension and rerout-
ing of key BRTS and AMTS bus ser-
vices traveling from Naroda to Patiya,
leading to persistent traffic congestion
and significant passenger hardship.In
his official communication, Vakil
raised critical procedural questions,
challenging why a formal work order

was issued to the contractor before se-
curing full site clearance and mapping
vital underground utilities, including
gas, drainage, and electricity net-
works. The letter specifically high-
lighted that the project has exceeded
its scheduled deadline by 185 days,
demanding an explanation of the
exact methodology used to calculate
this additional timeframe. Further-
more, Vakil sought clarification on
whether any disciplinary or legal
measures have been initiated against

the project consultant for identified
design flaws.The committee chairman
also placed the ₹50 lakh penalty im-
posed on the contractor under
scrutiny, ordering a comprehensive
report on the specific legal frame-
works and tender provisions applied
to determine that amount. The de-
tailed inquiry has triggered an intense
internal debate across the AMC ad-
ministration regarding project over-
sight and accountability.
As the controversy deepens, all eyes

are now firmly fixed on AMC Com-
missioner Banchhanidhi Pani to see
whether he will initiate a much-
needed administrative 'clean-up'
within the allegedly corruption-ridden
civic departments. Citizens and urban
experts alike are demanding stringent
accountability, arguing that imposing
a mere financial penalty on the private
contractor is insufficient to address
the systemic negligence plaguing the
city's infrastructure projects. If the
municipal administration fails to take
swift, transparent, and strict disci-
plinary action against the erring engi-
neers and consulting agencies, it risks
further alienating a public already ex-
hausted by daily traffic bottlenecks
and diverted transit routes. Ultimately,
the Naroda Patiya flyover fiasco has
become a crucial litmus test for the
AMC's commitment to timely urban
development. Resolving this bureau-
cratic standoff efficiently is essential
not only to restore smooth traffic flow
in the eastern zone but also to rebuild
public trust in the civic body's ability
to manage large-scale investments
without falling prey to administrative
apathy and vested interests.Would
you like me to combine this with the
previous text and format the entire
piece as a formal press release?

AMC Roads Committee Confronts 
Administration Over Naroda Patiya Flyover Delays
All eyes on whether AMC Commissioner Banchhanidhi Pani will take action
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Education is not merely alphabetical knowl-
edge; it is a powerful medium for building
character and a bright future. A gemstone from
Nilvada, a small village in the Babra taluka of
Amreli district, Late Ratilal Bhai Solanki
lived his life as a true testament to this philos-
ophy. Born on February 24, 1945, and having
departed for his
heavenly abode
on June 29,
2025, the life
journey of this
e x c e p t i o n a l
teacher remains
an inspiring
milestone in
the field of ed-
ucation.A Sim-
ple Life of
Values and
DedicationDe-
spite the lim-
ited resources
of a small vil-
lage like Nilvada, Shri Ratilal Bhai never let
his thoughts or ideals diminish. His heart was
filled with boundless respect and devotion to-
ward education. As an outstanding teacher, he
shaped the future of countless students in the
classroom. Moreover, he placed the highest
priority on education within his own family.
He firmly believed that true education is that
which makes a human being self-reliant and
cultured.The Golden Era of the Family
Through Education: Four Children in Govern-
ment ServiceThe true achievement of Ratilal
Bhai’s life and the genuine impact of his val-
ues are beautifully reflected in his family. He
was blessed with four children—two daugh-
ters and two sons. Free from any gender bias,
he raised all four of them with high moral val-
ues and excellent education. It was a direct re-
sult of his rigorous hard work, guidance, and
upbringing that today all four of his children
are successfully employed in prestigious gov-
ernment positions:* One is serving as a Col-
lege Professor, imparting higher education.*
Another is shaping young minds as a High
School Teacher.* The others are dedicated to
nurturing early childhood as Primary School
Teachers.As a father and a teacher, what could
be a matter of greater pride than this? Through
the power of education, he brought economic
prosperity, social respect, and immense hap-
piness to his entire family. 

The Lamp of Education: The Life
Journey of Late Ratilal Bhai Solanki,

an Ideal Teacher of Nilvada
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and claims to have trained 7.6 crore individuals since A Niti Aayog report on skilling has got the country worked It has shown that only one in 12 secondary and higher 
2014-15. However, by its own admission, awareness of up by throwing up the alarming estimate of 8.7 crore secondary institutions offers vocational subjects aligned 
these programmes remains abysmally low. Affordability Indians aged 15-29 who are neither employed, nor 
remains another roadblock, heightened by a mix of direct engaged in education or training. This is indeed worrying, 
costs, forgone income and limited access to high-quality as the group forms the core of the working-age population 
options.The report offers roadmaps for imparting skills. and accounts for almost a quarter of the youth in that age 
The key reforms it recommends include universal bracket. For a global comparison, about a fifth of those 
employability and entrepreneurship skills from Grade 6 aged 15-24 are counted in a similar category. Although the 
through Grade 12, greater public-private partnerships, Niti Aayog clarified on Tuesday that the number should 
standalone skilling programmes and enabling learning not be read as a measure of joblessness, it may not be the 
alongside earning. However, past experience shows that most worrying finding in the report.That dubious 
implementation gaps and institutional inefficiencies distinction goes to India’s skilling landscape. Sample this: 
have been major impediments to achieving such goals, only 8.25 percent of graduates work in roles matching 
despite successive government efforts.their qualifications, while graduate unemployment stands 

at 13 percent. Every other informal worker misses out on At a broader level, skilling cannot be reduced to a 
skilling citing lack of awareness of the right programme. certificate programme. It has to encompass the all-round 

with the National Skills Qualification Framework, against The jobs scarcity is underscored by the fact that between development of hard and soft skills. And this requires not 
the National Education Policy 2020 target of exposing November 2024 and July 2025, the report states, as many just a buoyant economy that can create jobs, but also a 
half of all learners to vocational programmes by 2025. The as 1.86 crore applications were received for just 55,000 robust education system capable of preparing young 
government has launched several skilling programmes government posts. people for them.

A confluence of 
complaints on the 
western horizon

Handle AI detection with caution

Beyond joblessness, government falling far short of own skilling goals

Pakistan’s Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi recently 
made an observation which deserves attention 
beyond his country. He declared that Pakistan’s 
governance system had effectively “collapsed” and 
could no longer adequately address the country’s 
challenges. He subsequently clarified that Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif would complete his five-
year term, without withdrawing his diagnosis of the 
system itself.Naqvi is no ordinary Cabinet 
minister. A former journalist and media 
entrepreneur, he became caretaker Chief Minister 
of Punjab before emerging as interior minister, 
chairman of the Pakistan Cricket Board and 
president of the Asian Cricket Council. Even 
without a traditional electoral constituency or 
political dynasty behind him, his influence is 
considerable. Exceptionally close to Field Marshal 
Asim Munir, he is increasingly perceived as an 
important civilian face of Pakistan’s military 
establishment.
His rise therefore merits attention in India.
The parliamentary term of governments in 
Pakistan is five years. Yet no elected Prime 
Minister has completed a full tenure. Governments 
have fallen through military intervention, 
dismissal, judicial disqualification, assassination, 
resignation and parliamentary manoeuvre, many 
times when they are around three years old.
×The third year, consequently, acquires an almost 
psychological significance, when economic 
dissatisfaction, political opposition and 
establishment calculations can begin converging. 
Shehbaz Sharif’s government is entering this zone, 
although there is no evidence that it is about to fall. 
More interesting is whether Pakistan’s familiar 
hybrid arrangement between civilian authority and 
military influence is evolving.
Naqvi could illustrate that evolution—a civilian 
without an independent political base, trusted by 
the establishment and operating across politics, 
security and diplomacy. Pakistan may not require 
another conventional military takeover; its hybrid 
system could simply acquire different civilian 
faces.Naqvi’s importance extends beyond 
Islamabad. In June, he travelled to Tehran carrying 
a special communication from Munir for Iran’s 
Supreme Leader and a message from Shehbaz 
Sharif. Pakistan’s PM subsequently publicly 
acknowledged Naqvi’s contribution to the 
diplomatic process involving Iran and the US.
Naqvi is also a Shia in a country where the 
community has historically faced considerable 
sectarian pressure. His identity should not be over-
interpreted, but it adds an interesting dimension to 
his usefulness in engagement with Iran.
The larger point is that an interior minister has 
emerged as a strategic emissary on one of 
Pakistan’s most sensitive external relationships. 
He, therefore, sits unusually close to both 
Pakistan’s internal-security machinery and its 
external strategic establishment.That makes his 
warning about governance part icularly 
noteworthy.Instead of predicting Pakistan’s next 
political crisis, it may be more useful to ask 
whether the country is accumulating some of the 
conditions historically associated with sudden 
political mobilisation.The demographic evidence 
is striking. Pakistan is one of the world’s youngest 
large nations. UNDP has estimated that 64 percent 
of its population is below 30. More recent World 
Bank data shows that 28.5 percent of Pakistanis 
aged 15-24 were neither in employment, education 
nor training in 2025.Numbers alone do not produce 
upheaval. Expectations matter. The Pakistani 
youth of 2026 is digitally connected to the world. 
He or she observes opportunity, prosperity, 
lifestyles and mobility elsewhere while 
confronting economic uncertainty, constrained 
employment, political confrontation and 
governance deficiencies at home. This creates an 
aspiration-governance gap.

ZPricing a fifth of  the petrol pool in rupees is a genuine hedge. But a hedge is insurance, and insurance has a premium. E20’s premium 
has never been priced, disclosed or fairly allocated. Maize farmers and motorists are not gaining. An independent audit is required

It ranks, curates and contextualises it. A change in ranking authentication a far more potent gatekeeper of credibility. ARTIFICIAL intelligence (AI) has created a clear 
logic can amplify one  political framing and bury another, In a post-truth environment, where trust is already fragile, authorship problem. Articles, reviews and literary work 
elevate one interpretation of a crisis, shape what billions and competing actors routinely seek to undermine the can now be produced with little human involvement. It is 
encounter first, and therefore what they are most likely to credibility of institutions and experts, authentication therefore unsurprising that AI-writing detection 
believe.Social media was initially seen as a neutral becomes a potential instrument of information control.programmes have become commonplace. The latest 
connection to interact with friends. We now understand entrant in this field is Pangram Labs, which claims an For India, this should be viewed as more than an academic 
that these platforms shape perceptions, inflame emotions accuracy of 99.98%.Pangram is notable because it integrity issue. We already operate in a vulnerable 
and could even divide societies. Social media has become analyses bodies of public writing and publishes information environment due to our technological 
an indispensable tool in information warfare between conclusions on whether they are AI-generated. It dependencies. India relies extensively on platforms, 
nations. In both cases, the consequences went far beyond investigated winners of the Commonwealth Short Story algorithms and AI systems that are foreign-owned and 
viewing the technology as an unbiased conduit. AI Prize and publicly reported that four of the ten recent foreign-governed. These technologies already mediate 
detection carries a similar potential. It could become regional winners showed strong signs of AI usage in their what information is discovered, amplified and consumed. 
another chokepoint through which information is writing. Pangram also has a browser extension that scans If externally developed authentication systems also begin 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  a u t h e n t i c a t e d  a n d  t r u s t e d .  text on feeds such as LinkedIn, Substack and Reddit and determining what is considered genuine, another layer of 

inserts labels such as “Human” or “AI” as dependence is added to the information 
users browse. environment.

Pangram has its share of critics. The Wall There is another India-specific issue. Models 
Street Journal editor James Taranto called trained largely on native English set the 
Pangram a “smear machine” after three standard for what human writing should look 
editorial columns in his  newspaper were like, and detectors treat departures from that 
labelled as AI-generated. American standard as suspect. A 2023 Stanford study 
journalist Taylor Lorenz was accused on found that widely used detectors flagged 
X of using AI to write an article for Vanity genuine essays by non-native English 
Fair. Lorenz denied the allegation, and writers as AI-generated more than 60% of 
Pangram CEO Max Spero investigated the time. Peer-reviewed work this year has 
the result and concluded that the detector reported the same bias. Systematic 
had made an error. NewspapersToday, misclassification of this kind could 
much of the debate around AI detectors is disproportionately discount Indian 
about their accuracy and the reputational scholarship, deepening our reliance on 
harm to writers. However, for countries foreign strategic thinking. This is why the 
that rely on externally developed digital issue goes beyond academic integrity into 
systems, the implications go beyond national security. Nations are already raising 
individual reputation. security concerns about who holds their data 

and who controls the networks they depend Consider this scenario: a respected figure 
on. Authentication raises a further question: publishes a serious strategic paper that 
who decides what is accepted as genuinely challenges a widely accepted position. It 

GeographicReferenceModern societies have gradually human-authored? In a contest increasingly fought over is run through Pangram and tagged as 71% AI-generated. 
outsourced important parts of the information and credibility and belief, the ability to certify the authenticity It triggers a social media storm and the writer is 
knowledge environment to technological systems. of competing ideas is a strategic capability. For India, discredited. The arguments made in the paper are not 
Search engines, social media platforms, generative AI, which produces much of its intellectual and strategic work even debated. A technical judgment about how a piece of 
and now AI-detection systems are part of an emerging in English as a second language, the exposure is writing may have been produced becomes a verdict about 
epistemic infrastructure through which societies discover sharper.This does not mean India should reject foreign its intellectual credibility. This has deeper implications in 
and authenticate knowledge. In this infrastructure, technologies or attempt to build indigenous substitutes for an age where authenticity, credibility and belief are 
authentication may prove especially consequential every detection system. The larger concern is not where increasingly contested.It could be argued that AI 
because it acts directly on credibility. Pangram was built, but the authority we choose to give detectors are neutral tools, devoid of any geopolitical 

A search result can be buried but still found with effort. systems like it. If judgments about whether Indian significance or power. This would be an extremely 
Dominant narratives on social media can be countered, scholarship, journalism or strategic thought are genuinely simplistic way of thinking. We have been on this ground 
even if by a minority. However, an important piece of human come to depend on opaque external systems, a before. Search engines arrived as simple tools to find 
work classified as inauthentic can be discredited before seemingly narrow question of AI detection could become what already existed on the Internet. It took many years to 
its arguments are even engaged with, making one of intellectual and strategic autonomy.realise that Google does not merely retrieve information. 

It could become another chokepoint through which information is authenticated and trusted

Sabha in July, the government disclosed that the weighted the depot cost of petrol, not the blending cost, not the tax crop farmers were urged to expand for ethanol; kharif India crossed 20 percent ethanol blending in 2025, five 
average ex-mill price of ethanol for the current supply on each component. Without that disclosure, the claim acreage rose to about 9.5 million hectares. Demand did years ahead of the deadline it had already advanced once. 
year is ?66.61 a litre, and that oil marketing companies’ that E20 is dearer to make cannot be tested, and the not follow, partly because the state undercut it: surplus By April 2026, E20 was the default fuel at pumps 
delivered cost, inclusive of GST and freight, hovered at question of who pockets the difference cannot be Food Corporation of India rice was made available to nationwide. Measured against its own target, the ethanol-
?71.10-71.21. Maize-based ethanol, now the single answered.The distribution claim is weaker still. The ?1.66 distilleries at ?2,320 a quintal, reportedly far below FCI’s blended petrol programme can be seen as one of the most 
largest feedstock, is procured at ?71.86 ex-mill. lakh crore is not paid to farmers; it is paid to distilleries own acquisition cost, while maize import restrictions successfully executed industrial policies of the past 
At any normal crude price, this is were eased.In ethanol supply year 2025-26, grain decade. That is precisely why it now deserves harder 
comfortably above the refinery cost of the feedstock accounts for roughly 72 percent of scrutiny. The question is not only whether E20 damages 
petrol it displaces. Blending, in other words, allocation against 28 percent from sugarcane. engines or reduces mileage. It is who pays for the blend, 
is no longer a cost-reducing activity; it is a Karnataka’s distillers told the state government who collects the rent, and whether the farmer—the 
cost-plus one that happens to look cheap plainly that with output caps and thin margins they programme’s principal moral justification—is anywhere 
during a war. The consumer bears this twice could not buy maize at MSP.Cane tells a parallel near the front of that queue. The government’s ledger is 
over.Ethanol carries roughly a third less story. Fair and remunerative price was raised by ?10 impressive on its face. Since 2014-15, the ministry of 
energy per litre than petrol. The petroleum to ?365 a quintal for 2026-27; maize MSP by ?10. Of petroleum and natural gas puts foreign exchange savings 
ministry itself concedes a 3-5 percent fuel- ?1,12,740 crore in cane dues for 2025-26, about at over ?1.97 lakh crore, crude substitution at 316 lakh 
economy loss. Niti Aayog’s 2021 roadmap ?99,961 crore had been paid by April 2026—leaving metric tonnes, avoided CO2 emissions at 952 lakh metric 
was more candid, projecting 6-7 percent for nearly ?13,000 crore outstanding, with farmer tonnes and payments into the farm economy at ?1.66 lakh 
four-wheelers designed for unblended bodies putting the arrears at ?16,087 crore.crore. Nor is the energy-security argument merely 
petrol and calibrated for E10, and 3-4 The draft Sugarcane (Control) Order, 2026 formally rhetorical. When the West Asia conflict pushed crude up 
percent for comparable two-wheelers. Yet recognises ethanol as a mill output, counting 600 by 70-80 percent after February 2026, ethanol continued 
E20 is sold at exactly the price of the fuel it litres as one tonne of sugar, yet still anchors the to arrive at a fixed, administered price of roughly ?70 a 
replaced. grower’s entitlement to sugar alone. The rent, litre while the Indian basket touched nearly $135 a barrel.
A less energetic fuel sold at parity is a predictably, settles where the administered price is Domestic pump prices rose 7-8 percent. Oil marketing 
transfer, and it flows from the two-wheeler fixed: at the distillery gate, cushioned by 5 percent companies absorbed an average under-recovery of about 

and mills, from whom it must travel down to the farmgate. owner to the ethanol value chain. That transfer could be GST, interest subvention and soft loans that pulses and ?11 a litre—some ?21,300 crore between March and 
Whether it does is an empirical question with an neutralised at a stroke, and Niti Aayog said as much in oilseeds never received.June—and petrol that might have cost ?125 was sold at 
uncomfortable answer. Agriculture ministry data show 2021 when it recommended that blended fuel be priced Then there is the resource account. Rice-based ethanol around ?95 in Delhi. A fifth of the petrol pool priced in 
that the average mandi price of maize stayed below the lower, or that tax relief compensate for lost efficiency. carries a water footprint estimated by the Food Secretary rupees, immune to the dollar and to the Hormuz Strait, is a 
minimum support price in every single month from Neither happened. The excise exemptions extended in at about 10,790 litres per litre, maize 4,670 and sugarcane genuine hedge. Any honest critique must concede this.
March 2025 to August 2026. June 2026 to E22, E25, E27 and E30 are, by the 3,630. Industry correctly notes that distilleries themselves Advertisement×But a hedge is insurance, and insurance 
In August, maize averaged just over ?2,008 a quintal government’s own explanation, only a device to prevent consume only 3-4 litres; that is the point—the water is has a premium. The programme’s central evasion is that 
against an MSP of ?2,410—for a crop the Commission for double taxation—not a rebate to the driver. To this day, the spent in the field, in Maharashtra, Punjab and Madhya this premium has never been priced, disclosed or fairly 
Agricultural Costs and Prices sets at ?1,544. This is the ministry has published no per-litre cost stack for E20: not Pradesh, where aquifers are already failing. allocated.Begin with cost. In a written reply to the Lok 

Who is really paying for E20?

Skilling cannot be reduced to a certificate programme. It has to encompass the all-round development of hard and soft skills

CMYK

MAHANAGAR METROEDITORIAL



Sß‡æü ¹ÕÚU 5
Sautrday, August 29, 2026

Wayanad
Located between the Kannur and Kozhikode 
districts in Kerala, Wayanad is a sparkling 
green emerald sprawled across the slopes of 
the Western Ghats. The monsoons persevere 
here—the rainy season starts in June and lasts 
all the way till mid November—during which 
the already lush landscape takes on an even 
more vibrant shade of green, and everything is 
washed squeaky clean. The most enjoyable 
way to experience it is by checking into a 
jungle resort—even better if it has a treehouse. 
During the occasional dry spells in between, 
venture out and enjoy everything else the 
region has to offer. Wayanad ploughs tourists 
w i t h  s o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  p r e h i s t o r i c  
archaeological sites, tea plantations and thick 

forests, and is home to some of the oldest (and 
most insulated) tribes in India.

Kumarakom
Part of the Kuttanad region, picturesque 
Kumarakom is an archipelago scattered on the 
eastern edge of the Vembanad Lake. This area's 
natural splendour and way of life were vividly 
described in Arundhati Roy's Man Booker 
Prize-winning, 'The God of Small Things'. 
Kumarakom has a string of luxury resorts 
including the Coconut Lagoon, Kumarakom 
Lake Resort and Vivanta by Taj - Kumarakom, 
located right on the backwaters and guests can 
rove about the canals on boating and fishing 
trips. The 14-acre Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary 
is an ornithologist's paradise and home to 
egrets, darters, herons, herons, waterfowls and 
kingfishers. The sanctuary also welcomes 
seasonal guests including the elusive Siberian 
stork, between the months of November and 
May.

Kochi

Ancient meets contemporary in Kochi, a lively 
city at just an hour's drive from Alleppey. Posh 
cafes sit right by the side of Chinese fishing nets 
that were installed here in 1350 AD; India's 
largest man-made island is a major attraction 
and so is the Paradesi Synagogue that was built 
in the year 1560. St Francis CSI Church once 
h o u s e d  t h e  

remains of Vasco da Gama and is also the oldest 
European church in India. Kochi also hosts the 
world famous Kochi-Muziris Biennale, an 
event that sees much of the city turning into an 
art exhibition ground. With its potpourri of 
history, culture, arts and the great Kerala 
cuisine, Kochi makes for a perfect short trip 
from Alleppey.
Coonoor
An erstwhile summer refuge to the British, 
Coonoor retains its colonial tinge to this day, 
with its club culture, well established boarding 
schools, sophisticated architecture and a 
distinct plantation lifestyle. Travellers love this 
tea town for its relatively quieter environs as 
compared to Ooty, and if you're drawn to the 
outdoors, here are our top picks for how you 
can fill your days.
Bandipur National Park
Bandipur National Park one of the most 
stunning National Parks in 
I n d i a .  S i t u a t e d  
b e t w e e n  t h e  
p i c t u r e s q u e  
W e s t e r n  
Ghats next 
t o  t h e  

Maharaja of Mysore. It's now home to 
elephants, gaurs, tigers, sloth bears, muggers, 
Indian rock pythons and Dholes. The park was 
established in 1974 as a tiger reserve under 
Project Tiger and has a good number of Tigers. 
Birds like the jungle fowl and green pigeon are 
also found here.
Ooty
The most famous hill station south of the 
Vindhyas, Ootacamund's resplendent tea 
plantations and red-roofed bungalows still 
carry echoes of its colonial past. Originally a 
densely forested area in the Nilgiri mountains, 
it was converted into a summer retreat for the 
British in the 19th century. The undeniable 
natural beauty of Ooty (as it's universally 
referred to) and its misty green trails continues 
to draw visitors every year. Ooty is pleasant all 
year round, but the summer months are the 
high season. If you want to avoid the crowds 
and don't mind a drizzle then head here 
between August and November, when the 
rains turn the hills a luxuriant green.
Kozhikode
Less-known than the backwaters of central 
Kerala, the backwaters around Kozhikode are 
also not as touristy and consequently much 
less crowded. Houseboats can be hired at the 
pier near the Purrakkattiri Bridge on the 
Ullery-Perambra road, 10 kilometres outside 
Kozhikode. The prettiest routes wind along the 
Canoly Canal, Kallai River and Elathur. An 
excursion to the scenic Kadalundi Bird 
Sanctuary, set amidst hillocks and by an 
estuary, is highly recommended. The 
sanctuary comprises of a group of small isles 
where the Kadalundi River meets the Arabian 
Sea, and is home to over 100 species of native 

birds and 60 kinds of migratory 
birds.

Hogenakkal Falls
Experie

nces like coracle rides (round wickerwork 
boats called parisals by the locals) and 
medicinal baths make Hogenakkal Falls 
literally a much more immersive 
experience than other large waterfalls in 
the country. Leading up to the Falls the 
Cauveri River flows through a forest 
known for naturally growing herbs which 

many believe gives the water curative 
properties. The Falls are located a 

short drive (150 kilometres) from 
Bangalore along NH7 on the 

border of Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka.

Travel

With an unspoilt terrain and the mighty 
Himalayas forming a stunning backdrop, 
Dooars is a paradise for nature lovers. Many 
may not be aware of the fact that there are 
many places to visit in Dooars. Duar means 
door in Bengali and this region has been aptly 
named Dooars or Duars as it is the door to 
Bhutan and North East India. Veined by 
mighty rivers like Teesta, Torsa, Murti, 
Jaldhaka, Dyna and Sankosh, the region is 
blessed with dense forests and exotic 
wildlife. Nature lovers would have an 
unforgettable time in this region exploring its 
rich flora and fauna as well as beautiful 
landscape.
From the rippling rivulets of Jhalong and the 
picturesque valleys of Buxa with forests 
marked by walking trails to the riverbeds at 
Jaldapara and the lush greenery of Gorumara 
National Park, these places are a treat for the 
eyes. These parks, however, remain close 
during the monsoon season. Travellers 
coming to this stunning place around 
November-December can be a part of Raas 
Mela which is one of the ancient fairs held 
here. As per the Bengali calendar, the day of 
full moon (Purnima) in the month of Kartik 
marks the beginning of the fair. So plan your 
trip to this lesser-known gem to create 
memories that can be cherished for a lifetime.
Chapramari Wildlife Sanctuary
Not too far from Gorumara National Park lies 
Chapramari Wildlife Sanctuary, another 
hidden treasure of Dooars. A drive through 
some of the verdant tea gardens in the 
undulating plains of Dooars will take you to 
Chapramari. The area derives its name from 
two words—chapra (referring to a variety of 
fish found in north Bengal) and mari 
(meaning plenty). Covering an area of 9.6 sq 
km, the sanctuary boasts of a diverse range of 
flora and fauna that delights nature lovers.
Chapramari was declared a national reserve 
forest in 1895 and later, renamed as a wildlife 
reserve in 1939. After a few decades, in 1998, 
it was designated a wildlife sanctuary. The 
region is famous for its elephants that can be 
spotted easily. In addition, gaur is commonly 
found here. The sanctuary is also inhabited by 
Royal Bengal tiger, boars, deer, leopard, 
reptiles and various other animals. If you love 
birdwatching, do remember to carry a pair of 
binoculars to catch a glimpse of colourful 
birds like parrot, kingfisher and green pigeon, 
among many others. For accommodation, 
there are just a few options available in the 
area. Hence, whenever you visit Dooars, 
spend some time in this peaceful retreat in the 
foothills of the mighty Himalayas.
Buxa Tiger Reserve
A beautiful location in the lap of nature 
interspersed with the River Jayanti, 
mountains and dense forests—that's Buxa for 
you. The area is however more popular for 
Buxa Tiger Reserve, which is one of its kind 
in eastern Himalayas. Situated in Alipurduar, 
the reserve actually consists of the former 
Buxa Forest Division and a part of the Cooch 

Behar Forest Division. It was set up in the year 
1983 and was given the status of a national 
park in 1992.
The reserve's rich biodiversity has been 
attracting tourists for years now and has 
become a popular escape for tired souls who 
love to relax in the lap of nature. The area, 
approximately 760 sq km, encompasses a mix 
of different types of forests—riverine, 
savannah, evergreen, sal and others. The 
topography and climate not only supports a 
rich variety of plant species but also animals. 
Visitors can spot mammals, reptiles, 
amphibians and fishes, such as tigers, civets, 
red jungle fowls, leopards, elephants, gaurs, 
porcupines, rhesus macaque, mahseer, tortoise 
and butterflies.
Buxa is also an absolute delight for 
birdwatchers. Birds like red stars, wagtails, 
fork-tails, ibisbill, great pied hornbills, and the 
trans-Himalayan migratory goosander can be 
spotted here. A number of migratory birds too 
make Buxa their temporary home, such as 
gargani teal, common teal, white-eyed 
pochard and the large whistling teal at the 
Narathali Lake. The black-necked crane, 
which is a rarity in India, can be spotted in 
Buxa during winters. Besides, visitors can also 
explore other attractions of the region, such as 

Buxa Fort, Jayanti and Rajabhatkhawa. For 
accommodation, homestays and resorts are 
available in the region. Buxa Tiger Reserve, a 
peaceful retreat, is definitely a not-to-miss 
attraction during a visit to Dooars.
Rasikbil Bird Sanctuary
The area derives its name from a lake named 
Rasikbil in Cooch Behar district of West Bengal. 
The lake is surrounded by low water land or 
marshland, which provides appropriate 
dwelling atmosphere for birds. Rasikbil is one 
of the five such low water lands in the area, 
o thers  be ing  Nee ldaba ,  Bochamar i ,  
Shankhadanga and Raichangmari. No wonder, 
the area attracts a lot of migratory birds year-
round, besides being home to several other 
resident birds. So, if birdwatching is one of your 
favourite hobbies, then you would love your 
visit to the magnificent Rasikbil Bird Sanctuary.
Do remember to carry a pair of binoculars so 
that you can easily spot some exquisite species 
of birds such as cormorants, ibis, parrots, owls 
and storks. You can also catch glimpses of water 
birds like lesser whistling teal, shoveler, wigeon 
duck, small blue kingfisher and gadwall. Apart 
from birdwatching, you can choose to indulge in 
other activities as well. Travellers often opt for 
boating in the lake and nature walk in the forests. 
They also visit the aviary and tortoise rescue 

centre, deer park, python house, crocodile 
rehabilitation centre and leopard house in the 
vicinity. A day spent at such places provides an 
insight into the ways of animal rescue and 
rehabilitation. Rasikbil, a paradise of winged 
beauties, can be reached by road from Cooch 
Behar and Alipurduar.
Gorumara National Park
Situated along the banks of the River Murti and 
Raidak, Gorumara National Park is one of the 
most popular attractions in Dooars. The area of 
the park, which is around 80 sq km, 
encompasses grasslands and forests. Since 
1895 it was a reserve forest but years later, it 
was given the status of a wildlife sanctuary in 
1949. Furthermore, in 1994, the park was 
declared a national park which is home to a 
diverse range of flora and fauna. It is specially 
known for being home to the great Indian 
rhinoceros. Other prominent animals that can 
be spotted here are elephant, leopard, hornbill, 
king cobra, Indian python and gaur, to name a 
few. Travellers can choose between elephant 
safari and jeep safari to explore the park. They 
can even climb atop the watchtowers (Methla, 
Chukchuki, Chandrachur and Jatraprasad) to 
spot the inhabitants of the park with the help of 
binoculars.
One of the most popular tourist destinations in 
Dooars, Gorumara National Park attracts a lot 
of tourists round the year. The park's green 
forests, tall elephant grasses, streams and 
beautiful landscape provide shelter to several 
mammals, reptiles, birds and amphibians. 
Gorumara National Park is also a birders' 
paradise. If you are a birder, you will have a 
great time spotting and photographing birds 
like hornbill, woodpecker, ibis, drongo, 
minivet, and pheasants. The ruddy shelduck, 
also known as the Brahminy duck, migrates to 
the park during winters. Beautiful butterflies 
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can also be spotted in the jungle, along with 
night hunters like owls and nightjars.
Preferably visit the park during winters as it is 
considered the best time for coming here. While 
you can choose from a number of forest rest 
houses at Gorumara for accommodation, 
Lataguri, the nearest town offers several 
accommodation facilities. The nearest railhead 
is New Jalpaiguri and the nearest airport is 
Bagdogra. Gorumara National Park can also be 
reached by road from Siliguri, which is around 
72 km away.
Jaldapara National Park
Situated on the banks of the River Torsa, 
Jaldapara National Park is one of the popular 
places to visit in Dooars. Before 1800, when the 
place was inhabited by Toto and Mech tribes, it 
was known as Totopara. The sanctuary was 
established in 1941 with an aim to protect 
Asiatic one-horned rhinoceros, and was 
eventually declared a national park in the year 
2012.
Spanning over an area of 216.5 sq km, the park 
boasts of verdant grassland with patches of 
riverine forest and belts of tall grass. At an 
altitude of 61 m in the foothills of Eastern 
Himalayas, this park is mainly savannah forest 
and is home to a rich variety of flora and fauna. 
Along with one-horned rhinoceros, various 
mammals, amphibians, reptiles and birds dwell 
here, such as elephant, leopard, Bengal florican, 
peacock, python, cobra and around eight 
species of fresh water turtles.
A fun way to witness the wilderness of 
Jaldapara National Park is by elephant safari. 
Another way to explore the flora and fauna of 
the region is to opt for jeep safari. For a close 
encounter, you can climb any of the many 
watchtowers in the park. There are various 
tourist lodges and guests houses available in the 
region for accommodation of tourists coming to 
visit Jaldapara National Park.

Dooars
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5 interesting excursions to take in 

Kodaikanal

6 places that reveal6 places that reveal

Travel

Albert Hall
Built in 1876 to commemorate the 

visit of the Prince of Wales, this 
colonial museum was modelled 
on London’s Victoria and 
A l b e r t  M u s e u m .  T h e  
impressive building was 
designed by the British 
engineer Samuel Swinton 
Jacob in an Indo-Saracenic 
style, which drew upon 
elements of Mughal, Rajput 
and British architecture. It 

exhibits a large collection of 
miniature paintings, royal 
portraits, Indian arts and 
crafts, sculptures, musical 
instruments, coins, carpets and 
a rms  and  a rmour.  The  
surrounding Ram Niwas 
Garden was laid out later as 
part of a famine relief project, 
and now encloses a zoo, an 
aviary, a greenhouse and a 
herbarium.

Jaigarh Fort
Located next to the Amber Fort, this well-
preserved military fort was built in the 18th 
century and housed the royal treasury. Its 
highlight is the Jai Vana, one of the the 
world's largest cannon on wheels. Made 
around 1720, it has an impressive firing 
range of around 30km. The fort also houses 
an armoury and museum, which display 
weapons, old photographs and maps, and 
royal objects. Since the fort is located on a 
hillock called Cheel ka Teela (hill of 
eagles), it is an ideal vantage point to take in 
stunning sights of the Amber Fort and the 
Maota Lake. Climb up the Diwa Burg 
watchtower for a bird’s eye view of the 
sprawling plains around.

Jantar Mantar
This astronomical observatory, like its 
counterpart in New Delhi, was built by Jai 
Singh II in the 18th century. It is the largest 
and the best preserved of the five he built 
across the country. It contains 14 structures 
or astronomical instruments, each with a 
specific function: either to measure time, 
track solar and lunar eclipses and the 
movement of stars and planets. Its name is 
derived from jantar (meaning instrument) 
and mantar (meaning formula in context to 
calculation). 

You can marvel over the striking 
architecture, but we also recommend taking 
a tourist guide to understand how the 
instruments are used.

Hawa Mahal
The city’s most striking landmark is famous 
for its pink latticed windows and balconies 
which offer panoramic views of the city 
below. This ‘Palace of Winds’ as it is often 
called, was constructed in 1799 by Maharaja 
Sawai Pratap Singh, and used by the women 
in the royal family to observe the city’s 
processions without being seen. Built with 
red and pink sandstone, the five-storey 
monument was designed by Lal Chand 
Ustad who drew upon several Mughal 
architectural elements. An important note 
for visitors: entry to the Hawa Mahal isn’t 
from the façade but through a side road at the 
rear end of the monument.

Amber Fort
This hilltop fort complex lies on the dusty 
Aravalli hill range, 11 km outside Jaipur. It 
was the capital of the Rajputs for 700 years 
and the original residence of the royal 
family, before Jaipur was constructed. Built 
in a combination of Hindu and Islamic 
architectural elements, it encloses pretty 
palaces, imposing gates and several official 
buildings. These are decorated with wall 
murals, carvings, and mirror and glass work. 
Take a moment to admire the magnificent 
inlay work in the Sheesh Mahal or Hall of 
Mirrors. The fort truly comes alive in the 
evenings with a light and sound show, which 
narrates its history in Hindi and English.

City Palace
Located in the old part of the city, the City 
Palace encloses several palaces, courtyards 
and gardens. These have been built over the 
last two centuries, and are a blend of the 
Rajput and Mughal architectural styles. The 
royal family continues to live in a part of the 
palace, and this impressive complex still 
exudes a regal aura.
Your first major stop inside will be the 
Maharaja Sawai Man Singh II Museum, 
which has a good collection of royal 
costumes, weapons, miniature paintings, 
manuscripts and sculptures. Other 
highlights include the Diwan-i-Am or the 
Hall of Public Audience, where durbars 
(royal courts) were held, and which still 
has painted walls and ceiling, marble 
pillars and glass chandeliers. Another 
hall, the Diwan-i-Khas, was used 
during ceremonies, and exhibits the 
largest silver water containers in the 

world.

Most of Jaipur's attractions are clustered together, either located within 
the boundaries of the walled city built by Sawai Jai Singh II in the 18th-

century, or around the former capital at Amber. These six attractions are 
essential for any visitor looking to get a sense of the city's history.

5 interesting excursions to take in 

Kodaikanal

exciting history

Jaipur's Jaipur's 
exciting history

One of Tamil Nadu's most picturesque hill stations, 
Kodaikanal is located at an altitude of 7,200 ft in the 
Palani hills in the Western Ghats. Comprising of densely 
wooded jungles, cascading hill slopes, circuitous rivers 
and green rolling valleys, it is a favourite amidst tourists 
visiting the country's south. Though a trip to Kodi—as it 
is popularly referred to—is all about revelling in nature, 
here are a few things to take in during your time there.

Kukkal Caves
This is one of the most interesting excursions from 
Kodaikanal. Located at a distance of about 40 km from 
the city, the journey will take you through thickly 
forested areas abounding with orchids and shoal trees. 
The Kukkal caves are amongst the oldest carved caves in 
the region. Situated at an altitude of 1500 m, they offer 
the most breathtaking views of the Manjampath valley 
down below. The caves themselves form a rock shelter 
with an overhang of stalactites and stalagmites rising 
from the base.

Subrahmanya temple
Also referred to as the Karthikeya temple and the Palani 
temple, this place of worship is a major draw for tourists. 
Located about 65 km ahead of Kodaikanal, it is dedicated 
to Lord Subramanian. One of south India's most famous 

temples, the Subrahmanya temple is perched at an altitude of 
135 m, and is approached by 659 steps, or alternatively by 
using the winch facility. The festivals of Tai Pusam 
(January) and Panguni Uttaram (April) are carried out on the 
premises with great pomp and show.

Bryant Park
Named, conceptualised and landscaped after the British 
officer Glenn Bryant back in 1980, Bryant Park is a 
botanical garden located to the east of the Kodaikanal Lake. 
The park holds an annual flower and vegetable show in May, 
which is the best time to visit. In addition, there is a 
glasshouse on the garden grounds, which houses a wide 

variety of beautiful blooming flowers and ferns.

Pillar Rocks
One of Kodaikanal's most famous attractions, these three 
mammoth rock pillars stand shoulder-to-shoulder, looming 
400-ft-high in the sky. Affording a bird's eye view of the 
surrounding vista, these granite structures are located at a 
distance of about eight km from the lake tower, and 
encompass little hidden nooks and crannies within them, 
which are great to explore. The chambers between the 
pillars are referred to as the devil's kitchen, and there's a 
beautiful public garden just adjacent that offers a great 
view of the structure.
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