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Karjan. A sensational case of mas-

sive fraud and corruption has come to
light in the gas pipeline project being
laid by Vadodara Gas Limited (VGL)
in Karjan taluka of Vadodara district,
Gujarat. The collusion between tender
mafia and politicians has flouted
rules, defrauding public tax money
and the government treasury. This en-
tire incident has created a stir in Kar-
jan's politics and local
administration.L-1 contractor re-
ceives death threat, tender forced to
be cancelled!According to informa-
tion received, the L-1 contractor, who
was found eligible in the tender pro-
cess issued by VGL for laying the gas
pipeline in Karjan, was awarded the
project worth ₹8 crore at a 4.5% com-
mission. But then the game of the ten-
der mafia began. The powerful mafia
in Karjan directly threatened the
owner of the L-1 contractor with
death or even death, forcing the con-
tractor to withdraw from the project,
forcing VGL to re-issue the
tender.The game of a defecting BJP

leader and the mafia: Work awarded
to L-2 contractor at a 9% higher com-
missionWhen the tender process was
re-conducted, a powerful leader who
had joined the BJP from another party
and the tender mafia played the same
trick. According to the rules, when the
L-1 contractor is competent and qual-
ified, the work is awarded to him.
However, disregarding all rules and
regulations, the tender was awarded
to the L-2 contractor at a 9% higher
commission rate.Direct questions
from the public and informed citi-
zens:Double blow to Karjan Munici-
pality: Initially, Karjan Municipality

was supposed to con-
tribute ₹36 lakh to this
project, but due to this
fraud, the municipality
will now face an addi-
tional financial burden of
₹72 lakh.Blatant misuse
of government funds: ₹8
crore was received from
the Chief Minister's Fund
for the project, and the
remaining amount is to
be paid by the municipal-

ity. The tender mafia is filling their
pockets with the hard-earned money
of the public.Tender in the name of
their favorite (Madatiya): According
to sources, an influential corporator of
the Karjan Municipality secured this
tender in the name of his close asso-
ciate. Despite being a public represen-
tative, the municipal treasury has been
defrauded of crores of rupees.Sharp
questions from 'Mahanagar Metro': Is
the administration helpless in the face
of the tender mafia?1. Why are the
police and administration still holding
back the mafia who threatened to kill

the L-1 contractor?2. Why is the or-
ganization and senior leadership still
silent against this turncoat leader who
has tarnished the party's image?3.
Who gave the order to defraud the
government treasury by paying 9%
more instead of 4.5%?Fierce demand
for Vigilance, ED, and ACB investi-
gationsThe public of Karjan is deeply
angered by this alleged scam. Local
residents demand:A high-level vigi-
lance investigation be conducted im-
mediately into this entire tender
process.An impartial investigation by
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) and
the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB)
should be conducted against the ten-
der mafia and the politicians involved
in the amassing of benami assets.The
party leadership should immediately
intervene and take strict disciplinary
action against the corporators and
politicians involved in the corrup-
tion.Mahanagar Metro News will
continue to closely monitor this entire
matter to expose this system of loot-
ing public funds.

Tender mafia and turncoat
politician's dominance in Karjan!
Allegations of multi-crore scam in VGL gas pipeline project: L-1 

contractor threatened with death, L-2 awarded 9% higher commission
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The history of human life has
been surrounded by a materialis-
tic race, endless expectations, and
the intricate webs of relation-
ships. From the rising of the sun
in the morning until the darkness
of late night, man is constantly
running behind some thought,
face, or object. The clamor of
towns and metropolises is not
merely on the roads, but it per-
vades within the very soul of
man. Yet, in the midst of this busy
and noisy life, sometimes an un-
expected moment arrives, which
proves to be more valuable than
all the grandeur of the universe.
That moment is when there is 'no
one and nothing' in life. From a
literary philosophy perspective,
this moment is not an inner void,
but a supreme divine time of ab-
solute peace and self-realiza-
tion.When there is 'no one' in life,
it does not mean that a person has
become lonely or orphaned; its
true essence is that at that very
moment, the heart has become
liberated from the calculations of
relationships, expectations, and
social masks. At that time, there
is neither the yearning to attain
someone nor the fear of losing
someone. Similarly, when there is
'nothing', the mind becomes en-
tirely light as a feather, freed from
the burden of material wealth,
riches, or anxieties of the future.

This is such a wonderful and su-
pernatural state, where man tran-
scends the boundaries of ego and
jealousy to converse with his pure
soul. Nature itself, as if remaining
silent at that time, respectfully ob-
serves this supreme solitude of
man. This supreme liberation and
peace of the heart can be carved
into poetic words in this man-
ner:"There is no longing for any
face, nor any infatuation for an
object,When silence pulsates in
the heart, one experiences the
Supreme Element."In today's
modern and social media era, man
remains constantly surrounded by
a virtual crowd of people. We are
connected with thousands of peo-

ple through the medium of the in-
ternet, but we have moved very
far away from our own soul. In
this blind race, man goes on be-
coming dry and lonely from
within. For this very reason, a few
moments obtained during the day
or night, where we possess only
our silence, prove to be like a life-
giving herb for the soul. The
dawn of true literature, deep
thoughts, and spiritual conscious-
ness occurs in such sacred mo-
ments, where all the bonds of the
world dissolve and only pure ex-
istence remains. The hearts of the
people always accept this realiza-
tion of selfless peace and true
spiritual connection in this

way:"Grandeur and assemblies
merely maintain worldliness,But
when there is nothing, only then a
bond is forged with the
Divine."This thought imparts a
profound message for living life:
a person's true art and grandeur lie
not in material accumulation, but
in inner liberation. No matter how
much social prestige or material
prosperity exists, everything ap-
pears futile if that spiritual mois-
ture to enjoy this silence and void
is missing in life. If this lamp of
love residing within the heart re-
mains illuminated, no individual
can ever lose, no matter what kind
of crisis arises. This harmony of
inner void and absolute peace will
continue to explain to mankind
for centuries to come that the real
joy of life lies not in the external
crowd, but in that solitude within
where there is 'no one and 
nothing'
Author: Rupesh Solanki.

How Wonderful Are Those Moments,
When There Is No One and Nothing
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section of Gen Z voters. Besides, the political damage Weeks after the BJP landed in a pickle following a massive 
done by the donation theft at the Ayodhya Ram temple mess in a performance-sensitive ministry, the party 
is uncertain, though a probe team constituted by the revamped its leadership team in the hope of getting back 
UP government gave a clean chit to former temple to business. Coming seven months after Nitin Nabin was 
trust general secretary Champat Rai. Since the BJP is picked as BJP’s national president, the shake-up has 
keen on wresting Punjab, Sandeep Pathak, a recent introduced a curious mix of youth and experience. If 
defector from AAP, was inducted into the national feisty Smriti Irani led the list of headline inductions, the 
team.axe fell most conspicuously on IT cell chief Amit 

Malviya. There were two Muslims in the eight However, the biggest talking point was the replacement 
functionaries inducted from poll-bound Uttar Pradesh. of the abrasive Malviya with Chhattisgarh leader 
Nabin effort at revitalising the party’s cells with fresh Deepak Mhaskey to revamp the party’s IT team. 
leadership saw the admission of 12 women in the core Mhaskey specialises in generating Instagram reels, 
team, six of them as vice-presidents. As for the South, the social media tool Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
two each from Andhra Pradesh and Kerala, and one each recently urged all his ministers to adopt as Gen Z 
from Karnataka and Tamil Nadu found place. But voters prefer it. If Mhaskey—whose team members 
inexplicably, Telangana was blanked out.Irani’s have deleted some of their abusive older posts, as if to 

Amethi. Seasoned general secretary Vinod Tawde will 
comeback, as general secretary for UP, comes at a time the start with a clean slate—can discipline the BJP troll army 

manage the poll preparations.
party faces its toughest electoral test in the most populous to use sober language and verified facts, it would be a 

The opposition is counting on voter fatigue after a decade of 
state. She had been left out in the cold after her 2024 loss at welcome change in the national social media discourse.

Yogi Adityanath’s rule and disillusionment among a 

Dimagi Naxals: Strangers 
in their own land

Unhealthy signs for health research

Wish for sobriety on social media as BJP aims at poll prep in reshuffle

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s reference to 
“dimagi Naxals” has created quite a flutter. While 
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh’s claim—that the 
description was about all opposition parties—was 
an attempt at playing the victim card, Union 
Minister Kiren Rijiju brought some clarity to the 
issue.Let’s examine what exactly was said by the 
PM: “For years, those with Naxal mentality had 
their place in the power corridors. They were in 
government committees as advisors. Maoist 
thinking impacted policies. We have succeeded in 
getting rid of armed Naxals in the jungles, but 
dimagi Naxals (intellectual Naxals) are looking for 
opportunities to create violence, unrest... They 
want to drag the society on the wrong path. These 
dimagi Naxals have to be identified and isolated, 
and connect the youth with the mainstream.”
Unlike the mostly-forest-dwelling Naxals who 
openly espoused violence, urban Naxals and 
dimagi Naxals provide intellectual arsenal. 
Whether it’s the Congress, the BJP, or any regional 
party in power, they oppose government 
systems—openly or clandestinely. They try to be 
seen as anti-establishment even when they 
themselves take advantage of the establishment at 
times.The PM’s word of caution is timely, too, as 
Naxals and their sympathisers are increasingly 
getting frustrated. But though the reference hit a 
chord, like urban Naxals, it’s not easy to identify 
dimagi Naxals—a term that may be loosely 
translated as ‘thought anarchists’. Many such 
people have made deep inroads into media, 
academia and intelligentsia. They are often Janus-
faced, and hence identifying them is difficult. It is, 
therefore, useful to know a set of symptoms that 
mark them. The first and the most dreadful 
symptom is an oblique acceptance of violence and 
anarchy as pathways towards revolution. They may 
not openly indulge in violence, but somewhere 
down the line, they also don’t entirely reject violent 
ways. Naxals indulge in open violence and dimagi 
Naxals try to theorise on it. They believe violence is 
essential to establish deterrence. It was Charu 
Mazumdar’s conviction that “he who has not 
dipped his hands in the blood of class enemies is 
not worthy of being called a communist”. Such acts 
from the past were described in an online journal as 
recently as 2008.Second is anarchy, which walks 
hand-in-hand with violence. Destruction is the key 
to this so-called revolution. Dimagi Naxals believe 
in abiding by what B R Ambedkar described as the 
“grammar of anarchy”. In a passionate appeal at the 
last meeting of the Constituent Assembly, 
Ambedkar had said, “Now that we have 
constitutional methods at our disposal, we must use 
them to obtain the socio-economic objectives set 
for our country.” Yet, while proclaiming 
themselves as parts of the civil society, dimagi 
Naxals turn a Nelson’s eye on many things uncivil 
and indecent. According to some of them, the more 
aggressively one uses cuss words, the greater 
revolutionary he or she is. Dimagi Naxals are not 
entirely anti-establishment. When someone goes 
against their own organisations, he or she may be 
shown the door. While one may partly understand 
their anger against the establishment, they rarely 
share clarity on what should be the new thing to 
replace it.
All those who consider patriotism a bad word 
essentially belong to the category. They are even 
more set against the notion of cultural nationalism 
because, in the Indian context, the mainstream of 
our culture flows parallel to Hindu ethos.
Beyond that, they consider anything imbued with 
the fragrance of Indian soil inferior. They have 
concluded that Machiavelli is superior to 
Chanakya and Shakespeare to Kalidasa. They 
relish describing Ganga as Ganges and Hanuman 
as monkey-god. They care two paise for India’s 
ancient culture, much less for Ramayana and 
Mahabharata. If you eulogise these epics, they 
would brand you as sectarian. They do not 
recognise Indian traditional knowledge systems, 
but take pleasure in pooh-poohing 

ZThe challenge in managing human-wildlife conflicts is less about deciding who entered whose territory than about how the administration responds. India should 
learn from its successes in disaster management. Training, equipment and practised coordination are more important than having a response plan

THE Department of Health Research (DHR), a wing of the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, has proposed a 
national health research policy. The department has been 
in existence for almost two decades, but it has woken up 
only now to the fact that India lacks a dedicated policy on 
health research.As per the R&D data released in July, the 
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the 
flagship agency for health research in the country, 
receives just 3.3% of the national R&D funding, while 
defence and space get 32% and 15%, respectively. India’s 
expenditure on R&D itself is abysmally low — 0.84% of 
GDP compared to China’s 2.58%.

Among the obvious goals of the new health research policy 
is to increase the expenditure on biomedical and health 
R&D. The target is to increase health research investment 
as a share of GDP from the current 0.024% to 0.072% by 
2037 and 0.15% by 2047. While it may appear to be a big 
jump, it is far too low compared to India’s current and 
projected disease burden as well as emerging health 
challenges. Moreover, the timelines for the proposed 
increase are too far away, targets are non-binding and 
without any budgetary support in the pipeline.How the 
proposed increase will be achieved is more problematic. 
The policy says, “Public investment shall rise bureaucratise health research at all levels. The policy validated.” This is already happening through projects 
progressively, complemented by responsible private, talks of a National Health Research Agenda that will set funded by other research agencies like the Department of 
philanthropic and non-governmental investment.” This the priorities at the macro level and a three-tier Science and Technology.India is not only a geographically 
formally opens the doors for private investment in health governance architecture to implement the agenda. At the and culturally diverse country but also has myriad health 
research.The nature of private investment that the top would be the National Health Research Stewardship needs as well as disparities in access to health systems. 
government wants to encourage should cause greater Committee to provide overarching strategic direction. It Health indicators and challenges of Kerala, for example, 
concern. The policy says that Corporate Social will be headed by the Principal Scientific Adviser and are completely different from those of Bihar or Odisha. 
Responsibility (CSR) money from private companies include several bureaucrats (secretaries of scientific Instead of making states implement a “top-down” agenda, 
will be allowed to be used for R&D projects in public departments) as members. At the second tier will be the states should be guided and helped to build and develop 
institutions, and the DHR will formulate necessary DHR, acting as the central nodal implementing agency, their own health research infrastructure based on their 
policies to facilitate such funding.The approach is and the third tier would be the ICMR, tasked with priorities and needs. GeographicReference
different from existing public-private partnerships for scientific and technical execution. Health research is not just about testing new technologies or 
drug or vaccine development involving pharma The proposed governance system undermines the role of developing new vaccines and drugs. Its outcomes are 
companies and public institutions under specific projects states, ignoring the fact that public health is primarily a supposed to guide health policies and budgets. Much of it 
such as the development of Covid-19 vaccines. If CSR State subject and ‘Medical Education and Research’ is in is about ways to improve the functioning of health systems 
funds are allowed from any company — be it pharma or the Concurrent list of the Constitution. By authorising the and healthcare delivery to achieve better outcomes. Health 
otherwise — or a philanthropic organisation promoted by central stewardship committee to set the health research research is a continuous and dynamic process, closely 
a company, it may lead to biased research or a hidden agenda, states will be reduced to mere implementers. linked with social and economic factors. For instance, 
agenda like manufacturing “scientific doubt” in “States and Union Territories will support alignment with health problems of many marginalised groups and 
contentious topics like environmental health (impacts of local health needs and translation into programmes, communities like urban poor and tribal people are often 
air pollution, tobacco, alcohol), occupational health, food service delivery and public health action,” the policy understudied. A large number of medical colleges have 
safety and climate change.It is ironic that on the one hand, says.The policy marks another important shift — been opened in recent years. They need to be oriented to 
the government has stifled field research studies by some allowing Ayurveda and other systems of medicine to get conduct research on health topics in their respective 
of the leading health NGOs and public health institutes in access to the research kitty meant for modern medicine in regions.The idea of developing a dedicated health 
the name of foreign contribution regulations, and on the the guise of promoting “integrative health”. This is research policy addresses a long-felt need. However, the 
other hand, it is opening the doors for the industry and despite such systems having dedicated research funding direction the policy is seeking to take — a centralised 
also foreign foundations to conduct health research. For from the Ayush Ministry and mechanisms operated by it. approach to developing a research agenda, giving the 
domestic researchers, scientific collaboration with This is bound to give rise to “validation science”, wherein private sector a prominent role and integration of 
foreign researchers would still need a permit from a traditional remedies like cow urine could be subjected to traditional medicine in the modern health research agenda 
screening committee of the health ministry. modern research so that they could be “scientifically — is rather unhealthy.

The whole approach seems to be to centralise and 

Proposed national policy reflects a centralised approach to agenda implementation

the demands of conflict situations, both people and credible decision-making.An equally important, and teams and modern field equipment. The real test of any As India’s National Human-Wildlife Conflict Mitigation 
wildlife bear the cost. Delays in scientific confirmation, often overlooked, element of response readiness is public protocol lies not in its design, but in its consistent Strategy (2021-26) reaches the end of its first 
including DNA analysis where required, can postpone communication. Communities affected by conflict need execution under field conditions.implementation cycle, policymakers have an opportunity 

Third, the conversation on financing should decisions on whether repeated incidents to rethink what the next phase of wildlife governance 
shift from creating new schemes to making involve the same animal. Compensation may should prioritise.India has every reason to be proud of its 
better use of existing ones. India supports take longer to process. Communities lose conservation journey. Its successes are well recognised. 
conservation through several central and state confidence in official processes. Frontline The next challenge, however, lies not in protecting 
programmes. The opportunity now is to deploy officers are forced to make difficult decisions wildlife alone, but in strengthening institutions that 
these resources more strategically while under pressure, sometimes without timely respond when conflict occurs. To be clear, this is not a 
leveraging complementary sources of finance. access to specialist veterinary, forensic or question of intent, nor of the absence of policies, protocols 
Corporate social responsibility can support scientific support. In the absence of credible or strategic direction. India already has the right building 
capital-intensive assets such as wildlife information, demands for immediate action blocks. The challenge now lies in operationalising them 
ambulances, rescue equipment, forensic labs, grow, increasing the risk that decisions are consistently across resource-constrained landscapes 
communication systems, drones and training driven more by urgency than evidence.This is where limited manpower, specialist capacity and 
facilities. Philanthropic organisations and where the next phase of India’s strategy should infrastructure can slow implementation precisely when 
multilateral partners can help pilot innovation, focus. The first phase rightly identified timely, science-based responses matter most.
technology and research before successful Every human-wildlife conflict leaves behind more than priorities such as better coordination, stronger 
approaches are scaled up.physical damage. A family may lose a loved one, a farmer community engagement, improved scientific 
One opportunity worth considering is may lose livestock or a season’s crop, and communities management and greater use of technology. 
developing a common national framework for are left fearful about what comes next. At the same time, Several states have begun experimenting with 
conflict response. Rather than creating another immense pressure falls on frontline forest officials to AI-enabled early warning systems, digital 
institution, such a framework could establish identify, capture or manage what is believed to be the monitoring and strengthened rapid response 
common service standards, strengthen ‘problem animal’, often under intense public scrutiny and mechanisms. The next step is to move from 
accredi ta t ion  and t ra in ing,  promote  within hours of an incident.Human-wildlife conflict is identifying priorities to defining operational 

timely, transparent information, not only on what action is 
interoperable technology, benchmark state capacities and unlike most public policy challenges because people and standards.

being taken, but why particular protocols exist and how 
encourage greater convergence across programmes.First, India needs to strengthen response readiness. Every wildlife are often victims of the same circumstance rather 

decisions are reached. Clear communication can help 
India’s experience in disaster management offers an serious incident should trigger a coordinated and time-than adversaries by choice. As settlements expand and 

build confidence in processes, manage public anxiety and 
important lesson: preparedness is built not only through bound response, from mobilisation of trained personnel wildlife populations recover, the boundaries between 

reduce pressure for immediate interventions.
policy, but through clearly defined roles, standard and scientific evidence collection to laboratory human and wildlife use have become increasingly 

Second, the country must invest in specialised capacity. 
operating procedures, trained personnel, interoperable processing, incident verification, compensation initiation blurred. The question is often less about who entered 

The increasing complexity of conflict management 
systems, regular mock drills and capacity building. and public communication. Scientific tools such as DNA whose territory than about how the State responds when 

demands stronger multidisciplinary support. Frontline 
Human-wildlife conflict warrants a similar shift, from analysis are invaluable, but their value depends on timely conflict occurs. The true test of any wildlife strategy is in 

personnel everywhere need to be supported by wildlife 
well-intentioned policy to operational readiness that is collection, accredited processing and rapid reporting. The how confidently the system can act when conflict occurs.

veterinarians, forensic specialists, trained rapid response 
consistent, science-led and effective.When response mechanisms are unable to keep pace with objective is not simply faster science; it is faster, more 

For safer human-animal borders

Mhaskey specialises in generating Instagram reels, the social media tool Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi recently urged all his ministers to adopt as Gen Z voters prefer it

CMYK

MAHANAGAR METROEDITORIAL



Sß‡æü ¹ÕÚU 5
Saturday, August 22, 2026

Gulmarg

Cherrapunjee

km away, lies the village of Mawsmai. At the 
village, a small clearing in the grasslands amidst 
the forests surrounding it leads to the entrance of 
this cave. This is a popular cave among the 
tourists and beginners alike. This cave is not 
very long and provides ample opportunity to see 
the stalactite and stalagmite formations of water 
dripping along the limestone walls. This is fully 
lighted and divided into old and new sections. A 
small entrance fee is charged from the tourists 
for entering this cave. A torch would be 
extremely handy in regions of narrow openings 
where the main source of light gets obstructed 
by the close proximity of the people in the 
queue. For the caving enthusiasts, there are 
some technical and challenging caves in Jaintia 
Hills where proper caving gears are required to 
do explorations. The population of bats inside 
the cave is almost negligible here due to 
excessive lighting and heavy visits of the 
regular tourists here.
Kynrem Falls 
Kynrem Falls, located at a distance of 12 km 
from Cherrapunjee in the East Khasi Hills 
district is a three-tiered waterfall covering a 
distance of 305 m vertically. The base of the 
falls passes through the motorable road that 
goes all the way to Bangladesh and a small 
bridge provides movement for vehicles and 

people across this waterfall. The fall 
spreads out in two different streams or 
rivulets with each of them gaining 
momentum by getting merged while 
flowing down the last leg of the third tier. 
The source of this fall originates from 
Thangkharang Park. It's the 7th highest 
waterfall in India and due to its seasonal 
nature; this waterfall is best enjoyed 
during the monsoons. The roaring din of 
the cascading fall poses a healthy 
competition to the noisy cicadas all 
around the neighbourhood of this fall.
Living Root Bridge
Living Root Bridges are century-old 
natural shoots of the banyan fig trees 
grown around the vicinity of large and 
small rivers which in turn aid in 

providing a means to cross the bridges by 
entangling those shoots from opposite banks. As 
the shoots gain strength with time, the bridges 
become more and more robust. The 
phenomenon is unique and endemic to this part 
and travellers from around the world come to 
see the miracle of these living root bridges. 
There is a small village known as Tyrna, about 2 
km from away from Cherrapunjee where the 
journey to these living root bridges begins. 
Across 25000 steps covering a distance of close 
to 3.5 km, the village of Nongriat is the focal 
point of the famous Double Decker Living Root 
Bridge.
There are two layers of bridges on the river here 
as according to local tales, the lower living Root 
Bridge got submerged in a heavy deluge around 
40 years back. As a result, a higher elevated 
living root bridge above this one was conceived 
to tide over this problem. Contrary to the 
popular belief, the living Root bridges are more 
sturdy compared to the steel wire ones and 
provide a firm footing on the base for easy 
movement all along. The small natural 
swimming pools around this bridge provide 

The clear azure sky suddenly changes 
colours and a darker shade of grey begins to 
envelop the atmosphere. It looks as if the sky 
was perennially missing the floating grey 
clouds in its vicinity. The rainiest place on 
planet earth for a substantial period in the 
past, Sohra in local parlance or Cherrapunjee 
as the world knows, creates a heavy 
concoction of flowing rivers, cool breeze, 
swaying trees and hot noodle soups. There is 
a thick cover of mist that greets anyone 
whose footsteps cross these undulating green 
valleys. Cherrapunjee still retains the charm 
of a British summer retreat with solitary 
dilapidated bungalows and remnants of 
colonial churches dotting the verdant valleys 
in between the prolific number of hotels that 
have conjured up recently in these parts. 
Cherrapunjee is the second largest town after 
the capital city of Shillong in Meghalaya and 
lies at a distance of close to 56 km from 
Shillong. There are regular cabs available 
from Shillong for a 2 hour drive to 
Cherrapunjee. The sight of the waterfalls in 
the monsoon season from July-September is 
the prettiest but this place also offers cosy 
retreats and nature walks during the winter 
months from October to February.
Dainthlen Falls

About 2 km away from Cherrapunjee, one 
comes across this fall which is just 5 km 
away from the road. The splendour of this 
falls is enhanced by the presence of large 
number of natural potholes, much bigger in 
size and dimension than the regular ones on 
the metallic roads. The view of this waterfall 
tumbling down from a height of close to 80-
90 m is from its source and provides a good 
opportunity to follow the path all the way to 
the bottom. There is a small legend 
associated with the name of this fall. 
According to locals, there was a huge demon 
python by the name of Thlen who was 
drenched in greed and power. Some brave 
men caught the animal and destroyed its 
hood with a huge stone near this fall. Some of 
the marks present on the stones are still 
reminiscent of the violent struggle of that 
snake, say the naysayers. As a result, this fall 
got this name. The turbulence of this fall 
gathers a lot of steam during the monsoons 
compared to the rest of the year.
Mawsmai Cave
To the south of Cherrapunjee Market, about 6 

good source of relaxation after a hard day's hike. 
There is also a small guest house on the other 
side of the bridge run by Meghalaya Tourism 
that caters to tourists here.
Wakaba Falls
It's a tiered waterfall close to 170-190 m in 
height and provides a stupendous beauty of 
surrounding canyon all around its vista. The fall 
lies at a distance of 15 km from Cherrapunjee 
towards Shillong. The fall becomes completely 
invisible during the winter months with thin 
streams of water creating a pattern reminiscent 
of the crisscross pattern of the hair strands at the 
back of a woman's head. The beauty of this fall 
comes alive during the monsoon months as the 
garrulous water makes its way through huge 
boulders and vegetation in and around the 
canyon. Sometimes heavy mist envelops the 
entire canyon and sighting the waterfall turns 
into a peek-a- boo through the dense layer. One 
needs to have a bit of luck and patience to 
witness its full glory. There are some good 
viewpoints all around the canyon to witness the 
magnificence of this waterfall.
Nohkalikai Falls

Close on the heels of 340 m drop, the tallest 
plunge waterfall in India is a vista to behold. 
The mist around the valley of this fall along 
with the sad legend associated with the name 
of this fall creates a mystic aura that engulfs the 
canyon all around. The name 'Nohkalikai' in 
Khasi language refers to 'Jump of Likai'. 
According to the folklore of this region, Likai 
was a married woman living along with her 
daughter and husband. Her husband died and 
she had to remarry but due to little means of 
income she had to become a porter and remain 
away from her home and child for long hours 
during the day.
Whenever she was at home, she would give 
full attention to her child. As a result, her 
jealous husband killed the infant and cooked 
her after throwing away her head and bones. 
Likai returned home and ate the meat but soon 
realized her folly and went mad with rage. 
With remorse and guilt, she jumped off the cliff 
close to the waterfall and hence the waterfall 
got the name 'Nohkalikai'. A calm and serene 
turquoise pool of water at the base of this 
waterfall illuminating death as a placid end to 

trek from Gulmarg—a one-day affair—most 
people will find the taking a pony ride up 
adventurous enough. Al Pather Lake's 
environs are freezing, even in the summer, 
and susceptible to sudden showers. It's 
essential to carry woolens and adequate 
protection against the elements.

Khilanmarg
You can trek up from the Gulmarg bus stand if 
you like but a more prudent way up involves 
perching yourself on the back of a pony. After 
a bone-crunching hour long ride, Khilanmarg 
emerges in view as a carpeted meadow of 
flowers in the summer, and a frozen expanse 
of snow in the winter. There's some ice in the 
upper reaches even in the summer months and 
there are sled-operators who'll take visitors on 
hair-raising ride from one end to the other. 
Scenic views abound from almost any 
corner—the southeast edge affords 
magnificent vistas of the twin peaks of Nun 
and Kun.

Gulmarg Gondola
A huge attraction: lines start forming at the 
gondola ticket office almost two hours before 
it opens in the morning. The cable car takes 
visitors all the way up to Mt. Apharwat 
Mountain (3747 metres) from where you can 
get panoramic Himalayan views including 
major peaks like the Nanga Parbat. The ride 
has two phases: those who're not comfortable 
with heights can opt to come back from the 
Kondoori valley a mere 400 metres up the 
mountain. Tickets can also be booked at the 
tourist office in Srinagar or online.

Srinagar. spectacular courses in the country, possibly The country's premier, and possibly only 
the world, to tee it up at. With 18 holes bonafide ski resort town, Gulmarg and its Maharani Temple
stretching over 7505 yards, including the 665 pine-fringed meadows encircled by Mount 

With its bright red sloping roof framed 
yard par-5 fourth hole, coupled with the Apharwat and surrounding snow-capped 

against the snowy peaks in the background, 
elevated tees, up and down fairways, and mountains have been part of popular culture 

this small Shiva temple presents a striking 
penalising rough, it presents a severe test of and Bollywood since aeons. Even today, the 

picture in a corner of the main meadow in 
physical and golfing abilities. It is also the 'meadow of flowers,' attracts droves of 

Gulmarg. Its claim to fame is derived from 
highest green course in the country and visitors in the summer who come here to ride 

Bollywood: the site where the popular 'Jai Jai 
indisputably the most authentic Scottish in the world's second highest cable car, play 

Shiv Shankar,' song in yesteryear's hit 'Aap Ki 
links-style layout in the land.golf, and take hack rides to the glaciers at 

Kasam,' was shot, it's a popular spot with 
Khilanmarg and further up to Al Pather Lake. Al Pather Lakevisitors for a photo-op. It's also a big 
In the winter, Gulmarg transforms into a faux 

destination during the festival of Shivratri. A gorgeous alpine lake, accessible after an 
Alpine ski resort with its famed powder 

arduous trek past a ridge of Mt. Apharwat Gulmarg Golf Clubattracting extreme skiers from across the 
(reached via the cable car) Al Pather remains 

The Gulmarg Golf Club, is amongst the most world. Gulmarg is a four hour drive from 
frozen for most of the year. While serious 

Top attractions in 

Cherrapunjee

all tumultuous means creates a wonderful 
contrast to the gushing volume of this fall from 
the cliff. There is a flight of stairs that lead 
close to the base of this fall and also provide 
terrific vantage points to enjoy this waterfall.
Thangkharang Park
This park is situated at a distance of 12 km 
from Cherrapunjee and the source of Kynrem 
Falls lies in this park. This park provides 
ample prospects for travellers to revel in the 
panoramic view of the moorish plains of 
Bangladesh far ahead. The sight of serpentine 
roads along the valleys from this park is a joy 
to watch. There are two foot bridges within the 
park which provide wonderful view points to 
vast rolling green valleys and the water logged 
plains behind them. This park also hosts the 
famous Khoh Ramrah rock popularly known 
as the Shiva Rock.
 This rock is a huge piece of stone in the shape 
of a lingam that stands precariously on the 
other side of the park opposite to the entrance. 
This park is also a fantastic place to enjoy the 
usual 4 o'clock rains that grace this part of the 
region every day in the evening during the 
monsoon season.

Gulmarg
5 sights to tick off in 
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10 enchanting 
beaches in 

OdishaOdisha

With a coastline of 485 km along the Bay 
of Bengal, Odisha is home to some of the 
best beaches in India. From Balasore to 
Ganjam, these pristine and beautiful 
beaches have everything to offer to a 
visitor from a clean sea bed to turquoise 
blue waters to golden sparkling sand. 
Travellers can lie back and witness sea 
waves crashing melodiously on the shore 
or engage in fun-filled activities, including 
fishing with the local fishermen, besides 
uninterrupted sunbathing. Many of the 
beaches are surrounded by casuarina 
vegetation and palm trees, which add to the 
beauty. Almost all the unspoilt beaches are 
perfect destinations for travellers looking 
for tranquillity as well as adventure. Here's 
a look at the most scenic beaches of 
Odisha.

Paradip Beach in Jagatsinghpur district 
offers a gorgeous view of the Bay of 
Bengal. In fact, the beach is located on the 
confluence of the Mahanadi River and the 
Bay of Bengal. It has clear blue water, large 
stones on the shore and a good marine 
drive road. The place is ideal for a family 
trip, where one can go swimming or enjoy 
a stroll by the shimmering water. It is 94 
km from Cuttack and 125 km from 
Bhubaneswar and connected by good 
roads. Although beautiful, the beach is 
rough many a times, particularly the two 
km stretch from Hanuman Temple to 
Sandakhuda in Paradip and the one km 
shoreline at Siali. These beach stretches 
have been identified as Scritically-
vulnerable zones and are very 
risky for sea bathing. There is a 
lighthouse near the beach, which 
is armed with the latest 
differential global positioning 
system. There are several other 
attractions nearby. Visitors can 
relax at the sylvan gardens of 
Smur t i  Udyan ,  a  p l ace  
dedicated to the people who lost 
their lives in the 1999 Super 
Cyclone. The musical fountain 
inside the park is worth a 
watch. Odisha's biggest 
aquarium, the Paradip Marine 
Aquarium, is also located in 
the Paradip city. It has 28 tanks 
with different species of fish. 
Paradip is also famous for its port, 
one of the oldest in the world. It 
stands testimony to the rich maritime 
heritage of the region.

Situated 16 km away from Berhampur, 
Gopalpur-on-Sea is a splendid retreat for 
avid beach lovers. From golden sands to 
clear blue waters, the beach has everything 
that can entice visitors. Besides a sun-
kissed beach, Gopalpur-on-Sea offers 
glimpses of its past glory as a commercial 
port. The crumbling walls and pillars of an 
ancient jetty can still be found on the 
beach. In fact, Gopalpur was once a 
bustling maritime zone in Odisha and a sea 
port through which early settlers of 
Southeast Asia sailed off. Established 
during the British rule, the port stopped 
functioning in 1942 during the Second 
World War. There are ruins of several 
bungalows and mansions belonging to the 
European merchants, which give it a 
colonial look. A red-and-white striped 
lighthouse also stands on the popular 
beach. Commissioned in 1871, it is one of 
the oldest lighthouses in the state. Every 
year during Kartika Purnima, people sail 
tiny boats made of banana stems and paper, 
with lamps, betel leaves, crackers, fruits 
and coins in them, to mark the rich 
maritime history of Gopalpur-on-Sea. The 
beach is well connected by an excellent all-
weather road which branches off from NH-
5 on the outskirts of Berhampur. Regular 
bus services, taxis and auto rickshaws are 
also available.

Paradip Beach

Gopalpur Beach

Astaranga Beach
Astaranga Beach is another popular beach 
resort near Puri. The beach offers an 
enchanting view of the horizon which 
becomes uncommonly colourful during 
sunset. In fact, the name Astaranga is a 
combination of two Odia words—asta 
(sunset) and ranga (colourful)—and this is 
why it's also called a photographer's delight. 
The beach is also a popular fishing 
destination for Puri 
district. 

A small  
fishing market operates on the beach every 
morning, where fishermen immediately sell 
their catch to vendors. There is a shrine of Pir 
Jahania near the long, sandy beach, which is 
frequented by both Hindus and Muslims. 
They come to take the blessings of Pir Jahania 
and offer a chadar. Apart from the 
magnificent sea view, visitors can watch the 
nesting of Olive Ridley turtles during winter. 
There's also a mangrove path near the mouth 
of the Devi River. Although a beautiful beach, 
many areas are muddy or have quicksand and 
visitors need to take guides when venturing 
into unexplored areas on the beach. There are 
no accommodation options near the beach 
and the travellers need to put up at Puri, 
Konark or Bhubaneswar. By road, the 
Astaranga Beach is 90 km from Puri and 19 
km from Konark. It is also well-connected to 
Bhubaneswar.

Puri Beach

Chandrabhaga Beach

This destination certainly needs no 
introduction. This beach in the pilgrim city of 
Puri is the most popular beach in Odisha and 
the largest in the country. The splendid beach 
stretches up to seven km and is a round-the-
year destination for both domestic and 
international travellers. Visitors can enjoy 
both the sunrise and the sunset, sunbathe, sit 

back on the beach and watch local 
fishermen pulling their catch or 

mending their nets play with 
the waves, along with 

l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  
melodious rendition 

of the striking 
w a v e s .  

Compared to 
other beaches 
in the country, 
t h e  P u r i  
B e a c h  i s  

consi
dered to be safer as it does not face 

high tide and undercurrent very often. High 
tides occur only during full moon, so taking a 
bath in the sea is an enjoyable experience. The 
area near the beach is dotted with hotels and 
lodgings for travellers of all categories. For 
food lovers, there are several shacks along the 
beach selling fried and grilled seafood like 
prawns, crabs and pomfrets, freshly caught 
from the sea, along with vegetable pakodas. 
There are also many shops selling Odisha 
handlooms and seashell handicrafts. Like 
Chandrabhaga, Puri also has a lighthouse 
which remains open from 4 pm to 6 pm. One 
can get a spectacular view of the sea and the 
beach from the top of the lighthouse.

Known for its mesmerising sunset, the 
Chandrabhaga Beach is considered to be 

one of the biggest assets of the state as far 
as tourism is concerned. One of the 

finest, cleanest and greenest 
beaches in eastern India, it is 

located at Chandrabhaga 
village which is just 

three km away 
from the 

13th-century Sun Temple at Konark, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. According to 
historians, the ships took the Sun Temple as a 
reference point in the sea during the maritime 
trade between Odisha (Kalinga), Bali, Java 
and Sumatra, Later, a lighthouse was 
constructed on Marine Road in 1967 to guide 
the ships. As there are several mythological 
tales associated with the beach, a week-long 
Chandrabhaga Mela is organised here every 
year to honour the Sun god. Every year during 
December and January, the Tourism 
Department of the Government of Odisha 
hosts an annual International Sand Art Festival 
on the sidelines of the popular Konark Dance 
Festival at the World Heritage Site. The 
Chandrabhaga Beach can be visited anytime 
during the year and there are a lot of luxury and 
budget accommodations near the beach and 
the Sun Temple. There are also many 
restaurants and refreshment stalls near the 
beach. Visitors can purchase beautiful seashell 
handicrafts from stalls on the beach at 
afforda ble prices. People can hire 

taxis from Bhubaneswar or 
P u r i  t o  r e a c h  t h e  
destination.

Swaying casuarina trees, 
an unending stretch of 
golden sand and the 
turbulent sea form the 
picturesque landscape 
o f  Ba l iha rachand i  
Beach. Located 27 km 
away from Puri, the 
beach is a popular 
round-the-year picnic 
spot. A swim in the 
tumultuous sea is a 
delight for those 
seeking adventure.
Besides the clean 
blue sea, the beach 
is famous for the 
temple of goddess 
H a r a c h a n d i  
close by. The 

temple's sanctum sanctorum houses an 
asta bhuja (eight-armed) Mahisamardini 
Durga, who is worshipped as goddess 
Harachandi. She is regarded as the goddess of 
water and navigation who protects fishermen. 
All tourists coming to the beach make it a point 
to pay obeisance to the deity. A small river 
flows into the sea just 200 m away from the 
temple, and can be crossed in a boat for just Rs 
5. On the other side of the river, there is a 
massive sandy dune with casuarina trees that 
makes for an ideal picnic spot for travellers.
While the summer in Baliharchandi is 
extremely humid and hot, the beach 
experiences a tropical monsoon climate. The 
best time to plan a visit to Baliharachandi 
Beach is between the months of October and 
March. The beach is accessible with good 
roads, with the nearest railway station at Puri.

Situated eight km on the north-eastern side of 
Puri, Balighai is a pristine beach that remains 
relatively undiscovered. It is situated at the 
mouth of the Nuanai River, off the Konark-
Puri Marine Drive road. The beach is also a 
nesting site for the endangered Olive Ridley 
sea turtles who visit the beach every year from 
December to January for mass nesting. 
Migratory birds can be seen here during the 
winter months. In the evening, one can also 

Bal iharchand i  
Beach

Balighai Beach

enjoy deep fried seafood at shacks on the 
beach. Other attractions near the beach are 
the Balihirana Deer Sanctuary, where 
visitors can spot the endangered Balihirana 
antelope and Indian blackbucks; the Sea 
Turtle Research Centre, and small temples 
like Barahi, Lakshminarayan and the 
Amareshra. In fact, the temple of goddess 
Barahi dates back to the 9th century and is 
related to early forms of tantric worship. 
There are very few accommodations in the 
area, except for some luxury resorts in the 
Konark-Puri Marine Drive road. Visitors 
can stay in Puri and hire a taxi to reach the 
beach. The best time to visit the beach is 
between October and March.

Far from the hustle and bustle of city life, the 
silvery, quiet beach of Aryapalli is ideal for 
unwinding. At a distance of 30 km from 
Berhampur, the golden beach is surrounded 
by casuarina plantations and crystal-clear 
blue waters. While the weather is a little 
humid in the noon, it is pleasant towards 
early morning and evening. During the 
sunrise and the sunset, the azure sky offers 
an amazing colour play. Unlike other 
beaches, Aryapalli does not have many 
vendors on the shore to hound visitors. After 
sunbathing at the beach, visitors can go 
round the hamlets nearby, inhabited by 
Telugu-speaking fishermen, and know the 
socio-cultural aspects of their lives. The 
Sand Mineral Project lies in the vicinity, and 
is another attraction that cannot be missed. 
The area near the beach has a number of 
resorts and sea-facing hotels that are 
equipped with all amenities. The ideal time 
to visit Aryapalli is between the months of 
October and June, when the weather is at its 
best. Travellers can reach Arypalli beach 
through a taxi or an auto-rickshaw after 
getting down at the Chatrapur railway 
station in Ganjam district. The beach is just 
eight km from the railway station. One can 
also hire a taxi from Berhampur city as the 
National Highway passing through the 
beach is also well-maintained.

Chandipur beach in Balasore district is the 
only beach in the eastern India where the 
sea recedes up to five km daily at low tide 
and returns during high tide, offering a 
truly unique sight. Adding to the beauty 
are the casuarina trees dotting the area. 
When the tide returns, fishermen rush to 
collect the small fishes that the waves 
leave behind at the shore. The beach is 
replete with small red crabs that emerge 
from tiny holes on the sea bed and rush 
towards the vanishing water during low 
tide. It is equally captivating to watch the 
sunrise and sunset at the beach. Touted as 
one of the finest beaches of Odisha, 
Chandipur is just 16 km east of Balasore 
and easily accessible by road. A visit to the 
beach is not complete without a stroll on 
the dry sea bed with a packet of jhalmuri 
and coconut water in hand. After reaching 
Balasore, visitors cab hire an auto-
rickshaw or taxi to reach Chandipur. There 
are plenty of accommodations near the 
beach. The Tourism Department of Odisha 
has a Pantha Nivas. Other places of 
interest like Remuna, Panchalingeswar, 
Aradi and Chandaneswar also lie close by.

Soak up the sun at the wonderful beach of 
Balaramgadi, which lies at the convergence 
of the Budhabalanga River with the Bay of 
Bengal in Balasore district. Calm and clean, 
the beach is just two km away from 
Chandipur Beach. Here, a tourist can enjoy 
the sun, surf and the sand amidst casuarina 
plantations. While a walk on the beach in the 
evening is rejuvenating at any time of the 
day, the sunrise and sunset cast an especially 
magical spell. Besides swimming in the 
turbulent yet clean waters, one can take part 
in adventure sports, fishing and boat rides. 
Visitors wishing to fish in the sea can seek 
the help of local fishermen who will readily 
volunteer to take their boat for a small price. 
Smaller in comparison to Chandipur, 
Balaramgadi Beach is for those who want to 
unwind away from the cacophony. Visitors 
can hire an auto-rickshaw from Chandipur 
Beach to Balaramgadi, which is roughly an 
h o u r  a w a y.  T h e r e  a r e  l i m i t e d  
accommodations here and visitors have to 
stay near Chandipur Beach. The drive from 
Chandipur to Balaramgadi is a beautiful 
one, with green casuarina trees on both the 
sides.

Aryapalli Beach

Chandipur Beach

Balaramgadi Beach
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