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Vietnam has achieved remarkable
growth over the past 10–15 years.
It is now being referred to as
"Factory of the World 2.0." What
developments have taken place in
Vietnam?A. Infrastructure- Ports:
Cat Lai and Hai Phong ports rank
among the world's top 20; ship-
ping operations are highly effi-
cient.- Roads & Metro: New
metro lines and highways are
being constructed in Hanoi and
Ho Chi Minh City.- Electricity:
Power outages are minimal; the
government has invested $15 bil-
lion in solar and wind energy.B.
Technology and Cities- Ho Chi
Minh City and Da Nang have
emerged as "startup hubs"; Fin-
tech and E-commerce sectors are
booming.- R&D centers for com-
panies like Samsung and Intel are
now opening here.2. What are the
key industries and businesses?In-
dustry | Activities | Global Rank-
Electronics | Manufacturing
phones, laptops, chips, batteries |
#2 in phone exportsTextiles &
Footwear | Apparel for Nike,
Zara, Uniqlo | #3 in exportsFurni-
ture & Wood | Sofas, tables for
the US and EU | #2 in export-
sAgriculture | Coffee, rice,
cashews, black pepper | #2 in cof-
fee, #1 in cashewsNew Industries
| EV batteries, solar panels, semi-

conductors | Rapidly growingDo-
mestic businesses are also boom-
ing—VinGroup (automobiles),
VNG (gaming & tech), and Viet-
tel (telecom).3. What are the gov-
ernment's policies?Government
policy is the real reason behind
Vietnam's success.1. Doi Moi Re-
forms (since 1986)It is a commu-
nist country, yet the economy is
fully open, allowing complete
freedom for private companies
and foreign investment. 2. Red
carpet for FDI- Tax exemptions
for foreign companies for up to 4
years- Land available at low rates
for a 50-year lease- Single-win-
dow system: Factory permits
granted within 45 days3. Web of
Free Trade AgreementsCPTPP,
EVFTA, RCEP, India-ASEAN
FTA—totaling 17 deals. This
means goods can be sold tax-free
in over 60 countries.4. "China +
1" PolicyThe government is ac-
tively inviting companies from
the US, Japan, and Korea to help
them reduce their reliance on
China.5. Human ResourcesTech-
nical education in schools; the
government is opening engineer-
ing colleges. The workforce is
disciplined and educated.4. Key
figures for 2026- GDP Growth:
6.5% – 7% (Top in Asia)- FDI:
$36 billion/year- Exports: $380
billion- Poverty: Was 60% in
1990; now less than 5%In simple

termsVietnam got three
things right:1.  Low-cost
labor + discipline2.  Global
free trade3.  Government
did not hinder busi-
nessThat is why companies
today speak of "China +
Vietnam."Challenge: Cur-
rently, Vietnam mostly
handles assembly. It needs
to learn "design and chip
manufacturing." It also re-
quires more power infras-
tructure and ports.

Vietnam: Asia's New Economic Powerhouse –
Atul Sachdeva, Senior Journalist
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regular quality checks. The industry is trying to pass off What food safety officials discovered in Bengaluru’s luxury 
the raids as unwarranted, with arguments on shelf-life hotels over the past week strips away the notion that fine 
under certain temperatures. Whether that or reliance on dining and hygiene are synonymous. Rotten meat, expired 
quick-commerce led to the slack practices, rotten food is dairy and bakery products and mouldy vegetables were 
unacceptable.Similar drives are being conducted in other found in five- and three-star restaurants. The 30 teams 
states, too. Maharashtra’s FDA has cracked down on deployed by Karnataka’s Food Safety and Drug 
restaurants, bakeries, dairies and canteens—including at Administration (FDA) to inspect 60 hotels in the state 
the high court, secretariat and IIT—and suspended some capital seized 640 kg of meat, chicken and fish, 276 kg of 
licences over handling and storage. Inspections have also vegetables, 49 litres of used oil, and large amounts of 
begun at warehouses of online retailers Amazon and cereals, milk products and sauces past their use-by dates. 
Blinkit. Gujarat, Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh have Other serious violations included unhygienic storage, 
banned cheaper imitations of paneer, cheese and butter.inadequate segregation of vegetarian and non-vegetarian 

items and wrong labelling. Officials sent at least 77 It is worrying that these are not isolated cases. When luxury 
samples for testing and destroyed over a tonne of restaurants violate the rulebook, it’s harsh to point the 

methods adopted in kitchens presumed to be serving the foodstuff. Supply centres were inspected, kitchens shut, finger at smaller restaurants. But star hotel or street 
finest and freshest dishes. They also exposed dishonesty licences suspended and notices issued. vendor, this is a serious matter about health and trust. 
in the management of upper-crust hotels, whose When the voice of Indian consumers, who are largely Big brands like Taj Hotels, Shangri-La and Atria were 
exorbitant prices make the betrayal even more difficult to unaware of their own rights, is treated as insignificant, caught in the net, leaving their regular patrons with 
digest. It is baffling that well-known restaurants do not strict food safety checks are an imperative. Let’s make a uncomfortable questions about what their meals might 
have strict procurement and monitoring systems, or healthy habit of it.have contained. The raids exposed dangerous cost-cutting 

Reposing faith in the 
hands on Cauvery spigot

North-East forests under siege

Difficult to digest top hotel brands failing the sniff test

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay’s 
unusual gesture of seeking a meeting with his 
Karnataka counterpart, D K Shivakumar, to 
address the Cauvery dispute’s latest episode must 
be applauded. Sharing the river’s water in a 
distress year is otherwise a fertile ground for 
posturing, and can quickly turn into a theatre of 
spectacle for antagonistic politics. It is unfortunate 
that circumstances in either state meant that an 
opportunity was lost to manage the dispute without 
further escalation and costs. The states would do 
well to avoid adversarial litigation and pursue 
deliberative means to coordinate the sharing.The 
current escalation is the second once since the 
Supreme Court gave its decision on Cauvery water 
sharing in 2018. In an unprecedented intervention, 
the court exercised appellate jurisdiction over an 
inter-state dispute and modified the Cauvery Water 
Disputes Tribunal’s 2007 award. The court’s 
decision led to the creation of the Cauvery Water 
Management Authority (CWMA) to give effect to 
its decision, with support of its technical arm, the 
Cauvery Water  Regulat ion Commit tee  
(CWRC).The Supreme Court’s allocation, at 50 
percent dependability of the long-term median 
availability at the river basin, requires Karnataka 
to release 177.25 thousand million cubic feet in a 
‘water year’ (May 31 to June 1) at Biligundlu—the 
boundary point where the releases are monitored. 
Since the 2018 order, the institutional architecture 
of the CWMA has not had to deal with allocation in 
a distress year (below 50 percent dependability), 
except in 2023. The Cauvery basin had an 
unusually good run with the monsoon over the past 
decade.The 2023 episode followed the usual 
trajectory of protests and political mobilisation in 
both states and challenges to the decisions of the 
CWMA in the Supreme Court—all despite 
established mechanisms of technical assessment, 
institutional deliberation and timely directions to 
share the limited waters during a distress year. The 
court ultimately declined to interfere with the 
regulatory authorities’ assessment and directions, 
underscoring the institutional competence of the 
CWMA and CWRC.Importantly, these bodies do 
not operate in isolation from the states: the 
Cauvery management architecture brings together 
representatives of the basin states and the Centre, 
with their deliberations informed by technical 
inputs from agencies such as the Central Water 
Commission and the Indian Meteorological 
Department. The costs of such escalation are not 
only legal and administrative; they impose wider 
economic costs and deepen political antagonisms. 
The political posturing shrinks the space for 
coordinated and collective efforts to deal with 
deficit resources and manage the crisis.The current 
episode is following a similar trajectory. The 
CWRC has directed Karnataka to ensure 12,000 
cusecs of water released daily at Biligundlu for a 
period of 15 days, revised upwards on August 11 
after improved rainfall from an earlier order for 
3,500 cusecs. This follows the established 
institutional process rather than an ad hoc one. 
They involve repeated assessments of rainfall, 
forecasts, reservoir storage, inflows and the 
competing requirements of the basin states, with 
directions revised as conditions change. Given the 
uncertainties involved in predicting rainfall and 
water availability over space and time, no amount 
of institutional process or litigation can eliminate 
such uncertainty. It must instead be managed, and 
that is possible only through collective and 
coordinated responses.This is the most crucial 
takeaway here. The legal and institutional 
architecture, by design, cannot create the political 
trust needed to address uncertainty collectively. 
The institutions can respond to hydrological 
uncertainty, but cannot eliminate it.
These uncertainties are likely to grow with climate 
change.

As the race to succeed António Guterres as the next UN secretary-general gets into gear, Ugandan diplomat Olara Otunnu, one of  the seven candidates, could end up 
being judged by a voting system he himself  devised decades ago. It’s been a long journey for someone who witnessed the descent of  Idi Amin’s regime into terror

been encroached upon for the planting of oil palm. normally fall in the category of forest. This is what enables THE North-East has the last remaining dense and virgin 
the State to pass off an oil palm plantation which has forests in India, and these are falling prey to unrelenting There are three major companies engaged in oil palm 
replaced a virgin forest as “no change in land use” and “no destruction through commercial exploitation. Assam, cultivation in the North-East. These are Patanjali, Godrej 
loss of forest”.There is more. The Forest (Conservation) Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Agrovet and 3F Oil Palm Private Ltd, which is already a 
Amendment Act, 2023, restricted the definition of forests Manipur and Tripura are in a race to hand over large tracts major player in South India.How have we come to this 
only to those which were registered in government land of land to private contractors to grow oil palm and when government figures claim that India’s forest cover 
records, as per the Indian Forest Act of 1927 or officially manufacture palm oil, replacing relatively expensive is 24.5% of its geographical area and is expanding? In the 
entered in government records on or after October 25, imports.While the government claims that these latest Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) that 
1980. These records left out of purview forests on tribal plantations are only using degraded land or “Jhum” (slash the government has submitted to the United Nations 
lands or those maintained as community forests.This was and burn) residual plots, there are reliable reports that the Framework Convention on Climate Change, the target 

the case with forests in the North-region’s rich and variegated forests are 
East, which were not registered being cut down to make way for 
during the colonial period, and ecologically destructive oil palm 
t h i s  c o n t i n u e d  a f t e r  plantations. Under the National Mission 
Independence. However, a on Edible Oils — Oil Palm (NMEO-
Supreme Court ruling in 1996 OP), adopted in 2021, the current 
protected forests on tribal and national cumulative acreage under oil 
community land by bringing them palm of 640,000 hectares (ha) will be 
under India’s forest conservation scaled up to 1 million ha by 2029 and the 
laws. The court held that all total potential footprint is estimated at 
forests that match the dictionary 2.8 million ha.Currently, the acreage is 
definition of “forest”, regardless largely concentrated in the southern 
of who may own them and states of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, 
irrespective of whether they were but further expansion is likely to come 
officially recorded, are entitled to from the North-East. According to 
protection by the State.official figures, the oil palm acreage in 

the region is 68,324 hectares, with It is this ruling which is being 
Mizoram in the lead with 30,000 ha and sought to be changed by the 
Arunachal Pradesh with 25,000 ha. The amendment of 2021, since most 
immediate target for 2026 is 92,543 ha. of the forests in the North-East do 
The longer-term target for the North- not figure as such in official 
East is 962,000 ha. records. They do not qualify as 

“forest” at all. It is through this Under the NMEO-OP, the Union 
unseemly sleight of hand that the government is aggressively promoting 
oil palm story in the region has oil palm cultivation and processing in 
taken wing.On a public interest the North-East through a public-private 
l i t i g a t i o n  f i l e d  b y  template. The mission pays Rs 
conservationists, the Supreme 20,000/ha for plantations using 
Court has put a temporary halt to domestic seedlings and Rs 29,000/ha for for increasing the carbon sink in the form of forests is to 

all commercial exploitation in forest areas, as spelt out in those using imported seedlings.After planting, there is a be raised to 3.5-4 billion tonnes of oil equivalent between 
its earlier judgement. The government is contesting this gestation period of four years before the first yield, during 2031 and 2035, on the back of the expected achievement, 
decision. The development imperative and the national which a subsidy of Rs 50,000/ha is payable. There is also ahead of schedule, of the previous target of a 2.5-3 billion 
security compulsion are being put out to defend the a guaranteed floor price of Rs 15,400 per tonne for the tonnes for 2026-30. These figures are with reference to 
amendment, but they lack credibility.One hopes that the output. Thanks to such generosity, state governments are the base year of 2005. The 4 billion-tonne figure 
court will stand its ground because the little that is left of actively plotting and allocating tracts of land to private translates into an additional forest cover of 18.7 million 
our invaluable forest resources belongs to the generations contractors to grow oil palm. The land thus allocated is ha according to the methodology used by the Forest 
to come. The Union government seeks to revive ancient ostensibly degraded, but peer-reviewed studies tell a Survey of India (FSI). Is this realistic?
Indian culture and traditions and yet seems disconnected different story.Using satellite surveys, Global Forest For years now, the FSI has been using a definition of forest 
from the ancient wisdom which considers our forests to be Watch, an international NGO, claims that five which does not conform to international standards. It 
sacred and sees divinity in trees, mountains and rivers. The northeastern states (Assam, Mizoram, Arunachal, defines a forest as an acreage of at least 1 ha with a tree 
tattered garment of green that still covers Mother Nature in Nagaland and Manipur) accounted for about 60% of density of 10/ha and with a tree size of at least 2 metres on 
the hills and valleys of the North-East must never be India’s total tree-cover loss between 2001 and 2023. It maturity. More importantly, this covers orchards, 
violated.was found that the Dampa Tiger Reserve in Mizoram had bamboo and oil palm plantations, which would not 

States are handing over large tracts of  land to private contractors for oil palm cultivation

principles of the UN Charter.His convictions were forged president of the Security Council, foreign minister, than political leaders.Forty-five years ago, Ugandan diplomat Olara Otunnu 
He believes the next secretary-general must also confront long before he entered international diplomacy. president of the International Peace Academy and, devised an informal voting system to break a bitter 

As a student leader in Uganda, Otunnu witnessed the challenges scarcely imagined when the UN was founded. perhaps most memorably, Special Representative for deadlock over the appointment of a United Nations 
descent of Idi Amin’s regime into Artificial intelligence, he says, requires an secretary-general. Now, in one of diplomacy’s more 
terror. “I experienced first-hand the international framework bringing together intriguing ironies, the same ‘Otunnu Formula’ is being 
nature and magnitude of evil,” he governments, technology companies and used to determine whether he should occupy the world’s 
recalls. The experience taught him how experts to establish shared rules before the highest diplomatic office.Otunnu is one of seven 
easily brutality can become accepted as technology outpaces regulation. One of his candidates seeking to succeed António Guterres. The field 
normal, how institutions crumble first priorities would be convening a global includes Costa Rica’s Rebeca Grynspan, who emerged as 
under political pressure and how round table on AI.Otunnu also offered a the early favourite after the first informal Security 
dictators seek either to eliminate striking perspective on Idi Amin’s expulsion Council straw poll, alongside former Chilean President 
opponents or buy them off. “This of Uganda’s Asian community. While Michelle Bachelet, International Atomic Energy Agency 
searing experience was the beginning describing it as a “horror and catastrophe”, Director-General Rafael Grossi, former Senegalese 
of my lifelong commitment to human he believes many who left ultimately President Macky Sall, Ecuador’s María Fernanda 
rights.”During our conversation he escaped the even greater bloodshed that later Espinosa and Guyana’s Carolyn Rodrigues Birkett. Yet, 
also reflected on Amin’s ability to engulfed those who remained. Uganda, he every experienced diplomat knows that the eventual 
charm those he wished to recruit before says, has never fully recovered from the winner must not only impress the wider UN membership 
turning ruthlessly against anyone who destruction of much of its professional and but also avoid a veto from one of the Security Council’s 
resisted. It was, he believes, a lasting intellectual class.He is under no illusion five permanent members.For the former Ugandan foreign 
lesson in the corrupting nature of about the political mountain he faces. minister and UN undersecretary-general, however, the 
unchecked power. Although Grynspan has emerged as the early contest is about more than personal ambition. Wars in 
Exile eventually took him to St John’s frontrunner, UN leadership contests often Ukraine, Gaza, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of 
College, Oxford, which he describes as change dramatically as governments seek a Congo have exposed the limitations of the international 
“my first United Nations”. Suddenly, consensus candidate acceptable to the major system.The next secretary-general, he argues, must 
he found himself among what he calls powers.Whatever the outcome, Otunnu has restore the organisation’s ability to persuade, mediate and 
“all the tribes under the sun”, forging already shaped the office he now seeks. Four-command international trust. Otunnu says he entered the 
friendships with fellow students and-a-half decades after devising the race only after repeated encouragement from world Children and Armed Conflict.Among his strongest 
including Tony Blair, Benazir Bhutto and future political informal straw-poll system that transformed the selection leaders and former colleagues convinced him his memories is a visit to a refugee settlement in Sudan, where 
leaders from Africa, Asia and Australia. Oxford, followed of secretaries-general, he now finds himself subject to the experience was needed at a difficult moment for the UN. Muslim elders asked the UN to help build a church for 
by Harvard, convinced him that successful diplomacy very process he created—a fitting twist in a diplomatic “The UN’s moral authority is not lost, but it has been their Christian neighbours because they already had a 
begins with understanding cultures long before career that has taken him from the terror of Idi Amin’s seriously eroded,” he explains in an exclusive interview, mosque. Deeply moved by the request, Otunnu found 
negotiations start.His career subsequently took him Uganda to the threshold of the world’s most demanding arguing that the secretary-general’s greatest strength lies private donors to help. For him, it remains a powerful 
through virtually every level of the UN—as ambassador, international post.not in military power but in leadership rooted in the reminder that ordinary people often show more wisdom 

Picking the top global diplomat

Raids by Karnataka’s Food Safety and Drug Administration exposed dangerous cost-cutting 

methods adopted in kitchens presumed to be serving the finest and freshest dishes
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Kathmandu

Mountain flights
The world's highest peak Mount Everest is 
also Nepal's central attraction. Don't be 
disheartened if you can't make the arduous 
trek—there are several convenient flights that 
offer close-up views of Everest and 
surrounding peaks such as Shisha Pangma, 
Gauri Shankar and Melungtse. Most local 
airlines offer daily hour-long flights from 
Kathmandu in small aircrafts, with all 
passengers getting window seats. Clearer 
weather guarantees better views, and the best 
season for flying is between February and 
March, and October to November.

Everest Skydive
The Everest Skydive in Nepal is guaranteed to 
give you an adventurous high. Divers are 
taken aboard an aircraft, and then allowed to 
jump from 29,500 feet (higher than Everest) 
for a free-fall past the world's tallest peak. An 
attached parachute ensures a smooth 
descent and soft landing. Both solo and 
guided skydives can be arranged.

Boudhnath Stupa
Situated on the north-eastern edge of 
Kathmandu, this large white stupa is a major 
centre of Tibetan Buddhism. It lies on an 
ancient trade route between Lhasa and 
Kathmandu, and was an important stop for 
Tibetan traders travelling to the higher 
reaches of the Himalayas. Believed to house 

Buddha's relics, it is also among the largest 
stupas in Asia. The best times to visit are early 
morning and dusk, when you can observe 

he largest hot desert in the world, the 
Sahara Desert, surprised the world early 
today as pictures of snowfall emerged on T

the internet. The captivating images were taken by 
amateur photographer Karim Bouchetata on 
December 19, from near the desert town of Ain 
Sefra in Algeria. This extraordinary occurrence 
supposedly last took place in Ain Sefra in 1979, 
when a snowstorm for half an hour halted traffic in 
the town.
The second time in living memory, this year’s 
Sahara snow happened almost after 40 years. The 

incredible pictures are alluring to say the least. 
Bouchetata in a statement has mentioned, 
"Everyone was stunned to see snow falling in the 
desert, it is such a rare occurrence. It looked 
amazing as the snow settled on the sand and made 
a great set of photos. The snow stayed for about a 
day and has now melted away."
Ain Sefra, which is also known as the “Gateway to 
the Desert,” was founded in the year 1881 as a 
French garrison town. The place has recorded an 
average of 37 degree Celsius in summer, while 
during winter months the temperature can go as low 

Nestled in the Kathmandu 
Valley, Nepal's capital has 
long been a favourite with 
backpackers and a base 
camp for adventurers 
heading to the Himalayas. 
Part of a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, Kathmandu 
also abounds in artistic and 
cultural wealth. Whether it's 
the peaceful Buddhist 
stupas, the bustling temples 
or the historic monuments, 
Kathmandu offers a 
multitude of experiences.

monks chanting their prayers and butter lamps 
being lit.

Patan Durbar Square

The top attractions in 

The former capital of an independent kingdom, 
Kathmandu's neighbouring town Patan lies across the 
Bagmati River. Situated in the heart of Patan, this 

Saharan sands
as -10.2 degree Celsius. But such an occurrence 
is never expected in this region.
The pictures evokes a peculiar sense of 

satisfaction, to see the cold winter snow rest 
on the sands of the mighty Sahara, mixing up 
in each other, creating a surreal imagery of 
deep orange and white. One can only 

imagine the unexpected luck of people who 
happen to be passing by the desert during such 
a time. We can only hope that your travel luck is 
as blessed as the amateur photographer Karim 
Bouchetata’s.

Durbar Square is worth visiting for its beautiful 
Newari architecture. It is dominated by the 
medieval Royal Palace, as well as numerous 
old religious structures such as the Krishna 
Temple, Bhimsen Temple and the Golden 
Temple of Hiranya Varma. Constructed in the 
second half of the 17th century, the Royal 
Palace consists of three beautifully-decorated 
wings. It also houses the well-maintained 
Patan Museum, which has a good collection of 
w o o d  c a r v i n g s ,  o l d  
photographs, bronze and 
stone sculptures, and other 
artefacts.

Durbar Square
Now a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, this medieval 
square constitutes the core 
of Kathmandu's old town. Built between the 
12th and the 18th centuries, this is the best 
place to admire traditional Nepalese 
architecture. It comprises of three squares, 
with Hanuman Dhoka or the Old Royal Palace 
being the major landmark. Dating to the 17th 
century, the palace encloses a series of 
residential quarters, temples and a museum 
built around chowks or courtyards. The Durbar 
Square is also dotted with a series of temples, 

statues and other historic buildings; such as 
Kumari Chowk, the home of Kathmandu's living 
goddess; and Kasthamandap, believed to be the 
oldest building in Kathmandu.

Swayambhunath Temple
Perched on top of a hill, this Buddhist stupa lies on 
the outskirts of the city. Thanks to the presence of a 
large number of monkeys, it also known as the 
monkey temple. The central white stupa is topped 

by a golden spire that depicts 
Buddha's eyes in all the four 
directions. It is surrounded by 
beautifully-carved temples, statues of 
deities, fluttering prayer flags and 
Buddhist prayer wheels.

Pashupatinath Temple
Situated on the banks of the Bagmati 

River, the massive Pashupatinath complex is one 
of the holiest pilgrimage spots in Nepal. It's best-
known for housing a major temple of the Hindu god 
Shiva, also known as Pashupati. While the present 
temple was constructed in the 17th century, its 
history dates back to 400 AD. It has been built in the 
pagoda style of architecture, with a two-tiered roof 
rising above the central shrine. Only Hindus are 
allowed to enter the temple premises. The central 
point of interest is the black four-headed idol of 
Pashupati, and a golden statue of his bull, Nandi.

When snow rested on the mighty 
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