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UP eyes 10 lakh new entrepreneurs in 10
years, offers interest-free loan to youngsters

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has outlined a plan to back young entrepreneurs across Uttar Pradesh. The push re

aims to reshape the state economy by building a large base of seli-reliont businesses.

Mew DelhifAgency)

In a major push to strengthen Uttar
Pradesh’s economy through
chnireprencurship, Chict Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s government 15
cxpanding opporunities for young
peeople under the Mokhyamantri Yuva
Udvami Vikas Abhivan (MYLTWA)
The flagship mitiative seeks 1o make
young people self-relhiant by
providing interesi-free, collateral-free
Ioans of up to Bs 5 lakh for starting
businesses,

With a target of creating one lakh new

cntreprencurs every veur, the government has
dravm up a long-term roadmap (o nurture 10
lakh self-reliant entrepreneurs over the mext
decade, placing the state’s youth ar the centre of

its ceonomic growth strategy.

Concerved as an ambitious entreprencurship
addresses one of the
ASpITing

programme, MYLUIVA
biggest challenges faced by
cnlreprensurs—access o inance,

A Facade of Public Awareness While a Syndicate
of Scams Thrives Under Corrupt Cops!

Mahanagar Metro

Kheda: "Where there is greed, scam-
mers never starve"—this proverb is
proving to be absolutely true in Kheda
district, a land known for its sacred pil-
grimages. However, the biggest twist in
this dark game is that those encouraging
the scammers are none other than the
guardians of the law themselves.For
years, a massive scam syndicate has
been operating out of the notorious
'Chalali Vagda,' which falls under the
jurisdiction of the Chaklasi Police
Station. Recently, the Kheda District
Police simply washed their hands of the
matter by posting a public awareness
message on social media. But the public
is asking one glaring question: When
will action be taken against the corrupt
officials right under whose noses this
entire syndicate flourished?

From 60-40 Splits to Fixed
Commissions: Corrupt
'Khaki' Getting Rich!

According to highly shocking infor-
mation from reliable sources, this black
empire of scams is booming with the
direct involvement of the district
police's notorious middlemen (vahivat-
dars) and corrupt police officers. The
Division of Black Money: Initially, this
dirty game operated on a 60-40 partner-
ship—meaning 60% of the loot went to
the scammer and 40% to the corrupt

Jharkhand will
host a two-day

national
consultation in

thi

Unlike conventional

lending,

arranging third-pany guaraniees

In addition, bencficianes receive a 10 per cent
margm money subsidy on the project cost,
reducing the financial barden during the initial

stages of estublishing u business.

ELIGIBILITY TOAPPLY

schemme
enables eligible applicants 1o secure loans
without fumishing property s=s collateral or

The scheme is open o

Class 8,

diploma of degree from a
institution or hold a

CODOP, Vishwakarma
Yo or ITT,

To simplify access,

Indusiries and Enterprise

The Double Game of Kheda Police

N AN
FACADE OF PUBLIC
AWARENESS

e

N POLICE STATION HE)

_

) EnE cummmm
mmmzmmm

"KHAKI' RICH, PUBLIC |N DISTHESS' EMPIRE OF FRAUDSTERS, POLICE WITH THEM

BLACK BUSINESS OF
| FRAUD UNDER PROTELCTION
OF CORRUPT DFFICERS

CORRUPTION BRANCH

"7~ CORRUPT POLICE SHARE: 40
(325,000 per ¥1 Lakh loot

cops. Now, sources claim a new rule has
been implemented: a fixed cut of
725,000 goes straight into the police's
pockets for every ?1 lakh looted! Police
Stations Turned into Settlement Hubs:
Whenever a victimized citizen arrives at
the police station to raise an alarm, the
police, instead of filing an official FIR,
focus on arranging a "settlement." The
matter is hushed up by refunding a small
portion of the money to the victim. This
ensures that the official crime rate
remains artificially low while the vaults
of corruption keep overflowing.

Who are the Real Bosses of
the 'Corruption Branch'?
A CID Probe Could
Unearth Dark Secrets!

The Kheda District Police has been
preaching on social media, advising cit-
izens: "Do not panic after an incident;
file a complaint immediately." But the
most biting question remains: When the
police themselves are hand-in-glove
with the scammers, where is a victim
supposed to go to file a complaint?
According to local rumors, the Kheda
Crime Branch has effectively been
turned into a 'Corruption Branch.' Under
the alleged protection of Police
Inspector K.R. Vekariya, M.J. Barot,
defaulter Jayesh Rabari, and Chaklasi's
notorious middleman Kuldeep Singh,
several massive targets ("parties") have
reportedly been looted. Recently, news
surfaced of an individual being
scammed out of ?5 lakhs within one of
these jurisdictions. Instead of registering
an FIR, the police allegedly intervened,

prermancin
residents of Uttar Pradesh aged between
21 and 30 vears who have passed at leasi

Applicants must also possess a technical

government-
recognised skill cerlifeation,
those issued under programmes such as
Shram

MYUVYA'S TWO-PHASRE
DEVELOPMENT MODEL
applications
processed online through the Dircctorate of
Promoetion's
UPMSME portal and the official MYTUWA
portal, The UP government has also insiructed
bBanks 1o speed up loan approvals and improve
the state’s Credit-Deposit {C0) ratio (o ensure
timely credit suppont foreligible entrepreneurs.
(fficials belicve the mimiative will encourages
innovation, expand self-employment

Will you compensate? Kejriwal
slams Centre on E20 fuel,
reduced mileage concerns

Arvind Kejriwnl sccused the Centra of mislaading the public aver

orfed eloims thot E20 wos fermed an “expariment” in the Sepreme

Courd, questianing its nofionwide ralloud omid consumer cancerms.
Mew Delhi JAZENCY)

Former Delhi Chief Minister and &am Aadmi Party {AAF)
national convenar Arvind Kejriwal on Friday demanded that
the Centre immediately halt the nationwide rollowt of 20 per

cent ethanol-blended petrol (E20), alleging that the

recognised

He also acoused the
Centre of misleading
peaple over reports
that the programme
had been described as
an "experiment”
befare the Suprerme
Court.

In a video message
released on Friday,

incheding

Sammam

are

pebral.

brokered a settlement, and saved the
reputations of both the scammers and
themselves.

Key Questions Kheda
Police Must Answer:

How many actual, official FIRs have
been registered against the scammers of
Chalali Vagda to date?

Why are crimes kept off the official
records to hide the sins of allegedly cor-
rupt officials like PI Vekariya and
Kuldeep Singh? Isn't this directly
emboldening the scammers?

Why are con artists, who bankrupt
people by luring them with offers of
gold and dollars at half price, still roam-
ing free?

Demand to the State DGP:
Immediate Transfer and
High-Level Probe!

The water has now gone over the
head. There is a growing public demand
for a deep, impartial investigation by
CID Crime against the controversial
Kheda LCB Police Inspectors K.R.
Vekariya, M.J. Barot, and defaulter
Jayesh Rabari. To break this corrupt
nexus, it is absolutely essential in the
public interest that these officials be
transferred immediately. Only then will
the citizens of Kheda district get justice,
and their shattered faith in the 'Khaki'
uniform be restored.

government had imposed the policy despite growing public
concerns over fuel efficiency and the impact on vehicles,

Kejriwal claimed there was widespread dissatisfaction
amang vehicle awners and questioned the rationale behind
imiplementing E20 across the country if its long-term Impact
was still under evaluation.

“There is huge public anger regarding 20% ethanol-blended

BJP vs Prashant
Kishor: Why Bankipur
is more than just a
bypoll in Bihar

Patna.(Agency)

The wpcoming Bankipur Assembly by-
election is shaping up to be one of Bihar's
rmost closely watched political contests,
with the BIF and lan Suraa| preparing fora
direct showdown in a constituency long
censidered a saffron stronghald. The fioous
of the contest has shifted to whether Jan
Suraaj founder Prashant Kishor will enter
the fray and who the BIP will field to
defend the weat vacated by Mitin Mahin
after he became the party's national
president.

While lan Swraa) s yet to formally
announce its candidate, it is widely
expected that Kishor will contest the
bypoll. He has already announced his
willingriess to fight to wrest the BIF's
strong bastion, calling it a referendum on
the Samrat Choudhary-led NDA
govermment, The party is scheduled to
take a final decision at its core committes
rmeeting on July g, with an official
announcement likely the same day.

It Kishor enters the fray, the contest is
expected to acquire signiticance beyond a
routine Assembly b}'pc-ll The election s
being wiewed as a test af Jan Suradj's
political strength and the BIF's hold aver
ore af its strangest urban constituencies.
Follvwing Jan Suraal's poor performance
inthe 2025 BiharAssembly election, Kishar
is looking to revive the party through the
Bankipur bypoll

Bankipur has remained a BJP stronghold
far mare than four decades, with the party
winning the seat continuously for many
years, The bypoll was necessitated after
Mitin Mabin becarme the BIP's national
president and vacated the constituency.
The BIP is unlikely to want o lose what 15
considered a prestigious seat.

A completely urbam Assembly
constituency, Bankipur has a sizeable
population of educated, middle-class and
bBusiness-camrmunity witers,

Jharkhand to host 2-day Vision 2050

New Delhi on July
8 for its Vision
2050 agenda. The
exercise aims to
refine new policies,
secure investment

and deepen global
partnerships for

jobs and growth.
—:—

The Jharkhand government will hold a oo

The

investment summit in Delhi next week

Ranchi.iAgency)

day national stakeholders consuliation in
Mew Dielhi from July 8 to push its "Wision
20500 goals, sccording o an offecial
slatement issued om Friday, The state
govermment s il expecls the initiative o
help attmact guality Investment, encourage
mmnoeeption and create new jobs for people
in Jharkhind

event  will
departments  of

be organised by the
information  technology,

industries and tourism under the leadership of
Chief binister Hemant Soren. It will bring

together policymakers, indusiry leaders,
investors, technology experts and
development partners from Tndia and abroad
b dhiseuss JTharkhamd's long-term  groswth
agenda and prepare & roadmap for sustainable

F
4 |

and

indusirial,
growth,

technological tourism-led

A part of the consultation, the government will

release several drafi policy frameworks and
sizek feedback from industrialisis and other
sakeholders, These draft rll'-|i|_'iq_'x will cover
arieficaal ||1I-\_'||i_|:_-\_'|1|.'|.'. rinvesLiménl '|'.h'r||r|1|'-|i-.||:|_
tourism, fextile, JIADA repulations, public-

privabe partnership and a concept paper on
the Jharkhand foundation, along with other
drafi policy initiatives.

"The eveni will mark a significant step

tewards positoning  JTharkhand as a
FIII."'.I\_'I'I'L'I.I I.II.'"\-il'iI:Iill'il\.II:I I'|'-r 'il:l1.|.":‘\-\.|llll.'1ll il:l
information L|.'|:||1|-::-|-.|3.:3.. artificial
mtellipence, digital governanes, industrinl
mvestment and toursm, while advancing
the state's wvision - Explore Intinite
COpportunities,” the statement  said. The
statement said the consultation will build on
Tharkhand's participation at the Waorld
Eeonomic Forum in Davos and the state’s
subsequent visit to the United Kingdom, with
the aim of strengihening momentum  for
HII"IIJII' r‘ilrhlw.'r!il‘llr“i :dIII.I pveslment i1| liiae

with its long-term "Vision X500 abjectives,

The first day of the event will have a high-level

TIII\_' '\-L'L'\l:ﬂll:l Llil:-'

seasion on digital governance and 1T
infrastructure, followwed by Business-to-
Government interactions hetween
government officials and representatives
fromthe 1T, Al and digiial technology sectors,
'-".i” f(h;l]‘-i L) f il:l'l.ll“-illlll.'"l_
inclugive des |.'||||1r|1L'|:|I! anil I!|||.|ri5-:r|1. wiith the
povemment presenting Jharkhand's indusinal
strengths, cultumal hentage and  tounsm
potential  to domeste and  international

INVESTOTS,
The programme will also see the signing of
several strategic Molls with I..a..lmn_..

industrial houses o speed up investient and
economic development in the state. Owverall,
the consultation is intended 1o bring together
'PIC:II'iI.':u LII "-i\.'l.l!i!iil:ﬂl:"\-\.. !'i[il.kl\_'l'lllllil." r.l."l.'l."1il.l\_'k. il
investment outreach o support Jharkhand's
broacder Vision 2050 plan,
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Electoral roll revision faces
friction in societies, BLOs allege
rude behaviour from residents

Camrpann.] Agency)

Boeih level officers (BLOs) conducting ihe special
mlensive revision {311 of ebectoral rolls in Gurgaon say
they are facing mede behaviour and non-coopermtion from
residents of several housing socicties. A few BLOs told
TO0 that esany residents make mistakes whils filling
enumeration forms, then blame feld staff when agked 1o
carrest them,“They are more educated tsan us, yet they
wvemt their anger on us lor their own ermors,” said a BLO)
posted an Gl Course Road Oficers snid residents aften
expect frontline staff o resolve every query on the spat.
“Be are only nmponsible for  disinbotig  forms,
collecting them and ventying detmls If someones has o
gquery, we have io consult our supervisors. Many
residents mistake that for mcompstencs and become
rude,” another BLD said, adding that some residents tum
aggressive over even minor delays,

Unider Election Commission’s SIR exercise. BLOs —
st of them anganwadi workers and other non-teaching
BOVE staff CATyukg oul clection duties il.|l.II:II_.',_."\.I.-IJ.I\.' thear
regular johbs are required o distnbute enumerntion
fomms, collect completed applications amd digitise vater
detnils. Officials spid the process becomes considernbly
simpler when residents submit foems onlins, since the
viformation upleads directly 1o the system amd anly
meeds venfication, cutting down on mamaal data entry,
Diistrict authorities have repeatedly appealad to residents,
particularly in urban housing socisties, 10 use this route,
“Tt wiill take just a few minates to complets the process.
People cain fll the foms o the comtort of thear home or
offece,™ sond SN Sanjeev Singla.

Officials acknowledped that memy BLOs  initially
struggled with the digitisation process and lave dinee
deploved additional compuer operiors 1o assist with
data entry and uploads,

Youth stabbed fo death by
friends during birthday party

Chaziabhad. (A pency)

A X oear-nld man was stalbbed to deatls by has friends a1 a
birthday party in the Shant MNagar area of Crossings
Bepublik in what is believed o be the third attempt o kill
hirm, police sald An FIR was negistered apainst six
persons, an afficer sasd, thres of whom — Cauray, Dey
and Han — were detained. The deceased, Mohil Sharrms,
was ait aulonckshaw dover. Accosdiing o Malic's elde
birther, Blobit and Crray had o depue about tae wesks
agos alber which Gaoray theeaterned fo kil kim, However, a
compromise was reached between them and hMolics
farnily believed the matier was resolved, he said. “But on
June 25, all of the aceused ook my beother to Rajasthan®s
Khatuslhyam town and there, the dispute between them
flared up again, Fearing an attack, Mohit mads avidea call
Loy b cowsin and told bim that be was with bis friends and
they would be responsible of sosscthing  aslowand
biappened o him," Bobit's beother told TOLA siendla
meideint happened a few days later when the aceused ook
bkt io Handwar aisd the latter rsde a phone call 1o his
cousdi o ket lim ksew s wherealsouts and whe le was
there with, be added [ suspect the accused had planned 1o
kill my brather m Haridwar and Ehatoshyarm but they did
vl rsikoe an atteenpl because of the video calls,” Malic®s
brother said.

Around 11.30pm on Wednesday. Dev called Mohit 1o his
hisuse — omly 10HF metres away — for his birthdoy party,
There, Dev, Gauray and Hari forced bim to drink a lange
pmasit of alcohiol after which he fell unconscioos,
Following this, the accused stabbed him mors than five
times Mohit managed 4 escape Dey's house and call his
farmily, His fomily rushed him io a bespital where doctors
declared him dend.

Jogging tracks, concrete
barricades: Ghaziabad
footpaths set for a makeover

Cehaziabad: A geney)

Ghazinbad Munizipal Corporation is upgrading
pedestrian mimstrectore across three major stretchies in
the city, with renewoed focus on safety amd sccessibality,
The project covers a T-km streteh from Hindon 1AF
roundabout tx UP Gade, the streteh from Hopur Chungi to
Diamond Flyvover, amd CT5F Rood to Kanowan Cualvert,
(e revamp, o be taken op at a cost of Bs 10 crore,
meludes seatiag spaces with peigolas, grocn landscaping,
light fixtures. jogeing tracks and designated vending
#ones.On June 19, the Supreme Courdt miled that walking
on wellsmaintmned, demarcated tootpaths 15 a
fundamental right, The ruling gives pedestnans prioty
over vehicles, GMC officials, however, said that a plan 1o
develop thess pathways was already in the works prier o
the SC ruling."As per the 5C order, if lecal municipal
inthomties or govis il b provide these pothwiays,
cilizens can move W court and are entitled 1o
constiutional cempensation for safety infringsments. [1 s
bhinding on us not only o develop pathways for
pedestnians baut also enforce it, and we have already taken
steps m that direction,” sad GO chiel engineer KK
Choudhary. According o Choudhary, cemented
barricades will be placed to bar wehicles from pedestrian
pathways, which will be landscaped amd evemed,
Walkwarys will get proper seating amangements, perpalas,
green landscaping with lght fixurs, a jogeing track, and
an onganised vendor zone under the plan.

The streiches will also get parking facilities on roadsides
and stormwater drans o prevent waterlopping,
Underpround  elecirical lnes at these spots will be
relocated =0 that mo excavation work nesds o be
conducted herg in the future,
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Sand Mafia Rule in Karjan’s Fatepur;

Crores Scammed Amid Silent Assent from Power Brokers!

Mahanagar Metro

Karjan: While the Gujarat
Government makes lofty claims of a
corruption-free administration, the
echoes of a multi-crore sand mining
scam in Fatepur Gram Panchayat of
Karjan Taluka have now reached
Gandhinagar. According to shocking
inputs from reliable sources, demo-
cratic norms have been completely
trampled in the Fatepur Gram
Panchayat. Instead of the legally
elected representatives, the panchay-
at’s entire operations are being ille-
gally run by the husband of the
sarpanch, causing losses worth
crores to the government exchequer.

Wife as Sarpanch, Husband as
Supreme Ruler: Bakul Patel’s
Uncontested Reign Since 2017

Currently, Harshaben Bakul Patel
holds the position of Sarpanch in
Fatepur Gram Panchayat, but the
actual administrative strings are
pulled entirely by her husband,
Bakul Patel. This is not an isolated
arrangement. Previously, when
Bakul Patel’s sister-in-law, Nimaben
Patel (wife of Jayesh Bhogilal Patel),
served as the Deputy Sarpanch, the
actual keys to power remained firm-
ly in Bakul Patel's hands. Serious
allegations have emerged stating that
since 2017, he has flagrantly inter-
fered in the Gram Panchayat's func-
tions, using intimidation tactics to
draft fraudulent resolutions. Based
on these fake resolutions, illegal
mining leases were secured for the
sand mafia, paving the way for mas-

Mahanagar Metro

Ahmedabad: Whenever the con-
versation within the Gujarat Police
department shifts to officers who
remain unyielding in maintaining
law and order and prove to be a liv-
ing nightmare for criminals, the
name of IPS S. Ravi Teja instantly
rises to the top. A brilliant officer of
the 2015 batch, he has proven in his
relatively short yet highly impactful
career that the Khaki uniform is not
meant for enjoying power, but for
serving the public and eliminating
anti-social elements. Due to his iron-
fisted decisions and ‘'action-mode'
policing during his various postings
across Gujarat, he has captured both
the imagination of social media and
the hearts of the general public.

Who is IPS S. Ravi Teja?

Originally hailing from Andhra
Pradesh, S. Ravi Teja Vasamsetti
was an academic topper since child-
hood. After earning his engineering
degree, he turned toward the Civil
Services with a resolute intent to
serve the nation and bring a positive
change to the system. Clearing the
grueling UPSC examination in 2015,
he joined the Indian Police Service
(IPS) and was allotted the Gujarat
cadre.
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Ahemdabad

sive corruption. Furthermore, since
2021, fraudulent resolutions were
passed to grant right-of-way to ille-
gal sand miners through pasture
lands (Gauchar land) meant for cat-
tle grazing, resulting in the open
plunder of natural resources.

Zero Village Development,
Leader’s Wealth
Skyrockets to Crores!

The crores of rupees received in
royalties and grants from the sand
and gravel excavated from the banks
of the Narmada River were meant to
be spent on the development of
Fatepur village. However, the
ground reality is that not a single
brick of development has been laid
in the village. Where the develop-
ment funds vanished remains a mas-
sive question. Due to this collusion
between the panchayat’s Talati (vil-
lage accountant) and the Sarpanch,
Bakul Patel—who holds no official
post yet controls everything—has
amassed crores in benami assets
within a short span, becoming the
talk of the entire region. An investi-
gation into this matter was previous-
ly conducted by the TDO (Taluka
Development Officer) and DDO
(District Development Officer),
which exposed severe financial
irregularities and corruption in the
Gram Panchayat’s Rozmel (daily
cash book) accounts. Despite the
entire scam reaching the Vigilance
Department, no concrete punitive
action has been taken against these
corrupt individuals to date, allegedly
due to unidentified political pres-
sure.

Y g {
Dismantling Criminal
Networks Wherever

Posted!

The biggest hallmark of IPS
Ravi Teja is his firm belief in
ground-level policing. From his pro-
bationary period to his current post-
ings, his journey has been exempla-

ry:
Vadodara and Mahisagar: His
tenure as DySP in Vadodara Rural
and later as SP in Mahisagar was
highly distinguished. He slammed
the hammer of the law so hard on
local bootleggers, gambling dens,
and illegal mafias that criminals
were forced to either mend their
ways or flee the districts entirely.
Junagadh and Porbandar Belt:
Whenever a law-and-order crisis
emerged in the sensitive regions of
Saurashtra, Ravi Teja displayed
exceptional administrative capabili-
ties. The public grievance forums

—
.
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Gross Administrative
Negligence: Complaints
Up to the Chief Minister,
Result Zero

Fearless and unchecked illegal
mining of sand and soil has been
ongoing in Karjan Taluka since
2013. The Vadodara Mines and
Minerals Department has received
multiple written and verbal com-

plaints regarding this, but the offi-
cials choose to turn a blind eye.
Local residents also staged aggres-
sive protests and filed complaints
with Karjan's Tehsildar and SDM,
Shivam Baria, yet the administration
refuses to wake up from its deep
slumber. Even after complaints
reached the Gandhinagar Mines and
Minerals Department and the state's
Chief Minister, Bhupendra Patel, the
mining mafia shows absolutely no
fear of the law. Under the cover of
darkness, prohibited heavy excava-
tion machinery (Baaj machines) is
deployed directly into the bed of the
Narmada River to brazenly steal nat-
ural resources night after night.

(*Lok Darbars*) he organized to lib-
erate ordinary citizens from the ter-
ror of predatory loan sharks gave a
new lease of life to countless poor
and middle-class families.

Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar
Radar: Currently handling even
more critical responsibilities, he is
leading advanced digital and ground
operations against cybercrime,
white-collar crime, and organized
syndicates.

A Champion of Technology
and Modern Policing

In today's modern era where
criminals are going high-tech, IPS
Ravi Teja strongly advocates the use
of smart technology to curb crime.
He has contributed significantly
toward preventive policing through
CCTV surveillance, data analytics,
and social media monitoring. His
distinct *modus operandi*—striking
at the root of a crime to put entire
gangs behind bars—keeps his subor-
dinate staff highly motivated and
driven.

A Strict Boss for the Force, a
True Friend to the Public

While the general public often
harbors a fear of the Khaki uniform,
Ravi Teja operates on a completely

Serious Questions Mocking
MLA Akshay Patel:

Protector Turned Predator?

Sources have leveled grave alle-
gations suggesting that the political
mastermind behind this entire syndi-
cate is none other than the MLA of
Karjan Assembly constituency,
Akshay Patel. Local residents
explicitly state that Bakul Patel’s
godfather is MLA Akshay Patel him-
self. Despite multiple pleas being
brought to the MLA's attention
regarding this critical matter, his per-
sistent inaction strongly reinforces
the suspicion that he is directly asso-
ciated with the mining mafia.
Akshay Patel, who originally arrived
as an outsider candidate during the
elections, later joined the BIJP.
However, neither the party nor the
citizens of Karjan benefited from
this transition. The sole beneficiary
has been Akshay Patel himself,
whose wealth reportedly skyrocket-
ed overnight. A sharp question is
now being raised by the public: How
will an MLA develop the Karjan
constituency when he himself stands
as the guardian of corrupt individu-
als and the mining mafia?
“Mahanagar  Metro”  demands
answers from every responsible offi-
cer and politician—from the local
panchayat to the state secretariat:
When will the hammer of the law
fall upon the kingpins of this multi-
crore sand scam? Will the taxpayers'
hard-earned money and the nation’s
natural wealth continue to be plun-
dered to line the pockets of corrupt
politicians and middlemen?

The Real Might of Khaki

Gujarat’s Daring IPS Ravi Teja, Whose 'Singham'
Style Strikes Terror into the Hearts of Criminals!

different philosophy. He firmly
believes: "The fear of the police
must exist in the minds of criminals;
in the minds of the common public,
there should be nothing but absolute
trust for the police."

He never hesitates to take strin-
gent disciplinary action against cor-
rupt or negligent personnel working
under him.

Conversely, when a victim or a
common citizen seeking justice
approaches him, he listens to them
with utmost empathy and strives to
deliver on-the-spot redressal.

A Role Model for the Youth

Thanks to his peak physical fit-
ness, disciplined lifestyle, and spot-
less track record, millions of young-
sters across Gujarat look up to him
as an idol. The career of IPS S. Ravi
Teja is a shining textbook example
of how to elevate the dignity of the
Khaki uniform. Operating strictly
within the boundaries of the law, free
from political pressure, he serves as
a living embodiment of how to pro-
tect the public in true 'Singham'
style.The Gujarat Police takes
immense pride in such a brave, hon-
est, and dedicated IPS officer. There
is absolutely no doubt that in the
times to come, he will achieve even
greater milestones in making the
state entirely crime-free.
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Panchkula: All street vendors, deliver
personnel to be police verified

The decision was taken during a meeting with resident welfare associations (RWA) presidents and general secretaries from
across Panchkula to review law and order, traffic management and community policing initiatives.

Chandigarh. { Agency)

Ordering food or parcels in Panchkula
may soon come with an added layer of
securty, as the city police has decided to
conduct police verification of all
delivery  personne]l working m the
district. The mowve, snnounced by
Cormmtissicner of Police Pankaj Naii, is
part of a wider public salety drive that
will also see phased verifeation of street
vendors  amd  hawkers, with unigue
identification numbers to be issued for
their carts and vehicles.

The deciston was taken during a mesting
with resident wellfare associations
(RWA) presidents and gemneral
secrefanes from across Panchkula to
review law and order, traffic

management and community "'?_ﬁ':"
palicing mitatives, Naim said g2
“every individual has the right
to eam an honest livelihood,
provided it is lawful and does
not compromise public
safety™. “All delivery
persomnel will undergo police
verification, while street
vendors, cart vendors  and
hawkers will also be verified in
phases and assigned unique
identification numbers to
gsirengthen security and
umprove accountability,™

The meeting also reviewed the ongoing

i
and

Beggar-Free Panchkula, Crime
Encroachment-Free Panchkula,

T I Pl

Senior Citizen Safety campaigns, which
RWA representatives said had nmproved
public confidence in the police. The

Commissioner siressed that active

public participation is crucial o
making these initiatives
successful at the grassroots
level, Among oher decisions,
CCTY cameras will be installed
at vulnerable locations lncking
surveillance with support from
EWAs, while police patrolling
will be mtensified in sensitive
areas,

To follow uwp on the issues
discussed, a special meeting of
senior citlzen represenlatives
with SHOs and police post in-
charges will be held on Sunday

at 4 pm o prepare local action plans,

Police officials sad such interactions

with residents will continue regularly o

B siort news M Women in Haryana more financially independent,
yet 1 in 7 wives still faces domestic violence

Tripura to expand mango
cultivation fo scale up

production for export

Agartalas, (Apency)

Te boost the livelihoods of mange growers
and enhance their economic condition in
Tripura, the Agriculiure and Farmmers'
Welfare Diepartmvent has decided to expand
mamgo cultivation by an additional 180
hectares of land in the Dhala disinct,
considering ils export polential,

The Agmniculture and Farmers™ Wellare
Minister, Ratan Lal Math, atter inaugurating
the Monzoon Mango Festival at
Marikelkunja last evening. said that mango
impons from other states have reduced
substantially over the past few years, and
Tripwara has become selfsulficient in mango
cultivation.

"The mangs varieties found in Tripura ane
truly remarkable — not only Indian vareties,
bt also a wide wvariety of American,
European, and Asian vareties of mangoes
are culivated on a large scale in Trpura
now, The state govemment intends to
promade the Mango Festival further to the
lobal stage,” Math stated,

To  further support mangoe  growers, the
govermment has been providing financial
assistance o rejuvenate old orchards. The
drip imigation for mange growers was
introduced, and plans 1o set up cold siorage
Facilities o benefit farmrers and double their
income were made, aid the rmnister,

He advised the fammers 1o focus on mangoes,
'|'.-ir||.'.d|'||'|||.'.=:_ ginger, hird's eve chilli, and

banans and be sure not 1o leave land vacant  Uniforms, repeated frisking, and

and pdded, “We have diverse vaneties ol
mangs; soil amd chmate condibions wre so
tirvourable, 18 ¢an easily be scaled up
multiple times,” Math pointed out that as
saon as the BIP-led govemnment came to
power in 20018, agriculture and horticuliune
became the focal points of the
administration, and extensive projects and
subsequent support lave been extended 1o
the farmers, which has now positioned
Tripura.on the global map,

Warkari Tradition and Sanatan
Dharma Guide Humanity: Dr.
Abhay Tilak Sudhir Gadgil
Honoured with Dr. Shripal
Sabnis Culture Service Award

Funef Agency)
The Warkari tradition and Sanatan Dharma
both serve as guiding forces for humanity by
promating  love, harmony, and universal
values, said renowned Sani literaiure scholar
O Albhay Tilak.
He was -:L.-li-.urin;.: the 'i||:|.||._|:_||.'r:|| x|'||.'|:|.'|| al the
f:lr. :'-':-hl'lr'ill :'-':-ilhlllﬁ MI.'IIIIII'iiII I.I.'I.'||.IIL' :';:I.'Iil.'"\-i
argantsed by Manohari Maira Sangh in
Pune. Speaking on the theme “Warkari
Tradition and Sanatan Dharma, Dr Tilak
explained that while the Warkan and Sanatan
traditions are not  Wdentical, they share
common philesophical rests.
He described Sanatan Dharma a8 a timeless
principle based on the Vedas, while the
Warkari tradition represenis s practical,
inclusive, and accessible expression.
Adthough the Warkari movement accepts the
authority of the Vedas, it rejects social
discrimination and promotes equality and
devotion. Sant  literature  scholar H.HB.P
Prashant Maharaj Maore said Sanatan Dharma
is etemal, without a beginning or end, and has
i single founder. He noded that the Warkan
tradition, rooted 1n the Bhagavata tradition
amd Vedante philosophy, upholds values
such = truth, non-violence, compassion,
torgirveness, peace, chamty, and universal
brotherhood. He ndded that both traditions
encourage selfless service and moral living
for the progress of socicty

Located

The

The definition of former in the Mohoroshtra Women Formers E

erment Bill 2026, =

g that

woman resident of Maoharashira en

ed in ogricullure, irrespeclive ol the nature of the land.

Chandigarh., (Ageney)

While Haryana woemen are wilnessing

greater financial independence, increased
partigipation 10 household  decision-
r|1:|l.'i||;.;._ il1|l:|. 'ir|1rlr||'-. I.'lZI. I.|L|.|;i|ill Bl |
subering realivy also holds true — one in
gseven married women still faces
domestic violence, according to the
latest Mational Family Health Survey
(MFHS-6, 2023-24) According to the
survey, the prevalence of spousal
'\.II'\IIL'IIL'\I\_' AFTHOME CYET r|1:||'riu|.| YLITTIEE
aged 18-49 10 Harvana has declined
frome 17.9 per cent in NFHS-3 (2019-
21y e 136 per cent in MFHS-6,
indicating progress but also
highlighting that domestic violense
remains asignificant concerm. OF this, 16,1
per cent of women experienced such kind
of violence in the urban belt while 12,1 per

violence during pregnancy has increased
trom 1.6 per cent in the Last survey io 2.6
per cend, while the proportion of young
women  aged  18-29 swho expen enced

sexual vislence before the age of 18 has
recluced from 0.4 per cent to 0.1 per cent in
the stute,

Financial independence improves

cent withessed in the rural belt, Physical The share of marmied women in Haryana

No-pocket gowns, loo break checks: How Ayodhya
Ram temple is guarding cash

Ayodhya, (Ageney)

monitered breaks for counting  Eight men
agents: Several security
measures hove been imtrodused
at the “PMlgnm Faclitation
Centre (PFC)Y inside the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya after
allegations of theft and
embezzlement of donated
fundds snd valuables blew up
Last month.

200 meires from the
main temple, the PFC holds a
coumting roesan in the basement
where collections from the 35
odd donotion boxes from
aerass the shnne premises are
birought and counted. Counting
is doae in two shifts — roughly

Fam

the Shn
Teerth

# am to 2 pm, and 2 pm to & pm
by absout 20 tellers each.

Lavkush
Anukalp Mishra,
Mamish Kumar Yaday,
Karunesh
Famashankar DBdishra,
Shankar
alias Tinnw Yadav, and
Subhash  Snvastay

have been arresied so
far, Tinmu used 10 work
as a driver for Charmpat
Raa, general secretary of

Kshetra Trust.
Srivastay,
cmployee, was in charge of the
donation counting shifis while

Avimagh Shukla, visible change is

Mishra, J
Pandey,

Yadav

Bam  Janmbhoomi

a retired bank
bz

worn only

the other six were invelved in
counting waork., The
the

prl'-l-::-\_'ul for couniing agents
They now have unitorms: a
sky-blue, pocketless gown
with a chain around the neck o

inside

participating in household decisions has

increased from 87,5 per cent in NEHFS-5 to

911 per cent in NHFS-6, sugpeshing a

Hl.hlrlgn:l."T '-I'\lil.'l.' “illl'ill fill1|i|ll.'!'i F'illil.1|l\.'|i||
iru||:rl|.'ru||.'1|q_'|.' Ilil'\-i :dl'\-i'::l i||||'|r\-.|1. |."IjI '|'-'i|.|‘|
woimen receiving cash payment for
work rising from 1H.5 per cent to 25.1
poroeent.

The propartion of woemen operating their
own bank accounts in the state has
Jumpesdt from 73,6 per cent to 83,2 per
cent, while mobile phone ownership
has increased sharply from 50,4 per
cent o G4.9 per cent, enabling greater
access W infrmation, services and
opportunities. The use of hygienic

menstrual  protection  methods  among

yiung women has also inched up from

935 per cent o 943 per cent, reflecting

continued improvements in awareness and

WECCRE,

counting arca. A dedicated
changing room lias been set g,
“I‘Il\_"l.' :dg..:l.'"l.!i L I\_'IIII1I;|.\:I\_'
hefore entry and
betore heading home:

MmrsL
M

An official, on
condition of
anonymity, said

couniing agents from
both shifts have to
undergae frisking and
security checks and
then change into the
uniform, Before
entering the counting
rocin,  they  undergo
another security check. The
same protocol applies if an
agenl mneeds to take a

the  washroom break during duty,

sirengthen police-public coordination,

Responding to demands raised by
residents, Mam smd the barmeades at
Majn Chowk would be removed on a
irial kasis,

Traffic movement will be monitored
during the irial penod, and a final
decision on their remowval or
reinstallation will be taken afler
asscssing is impact on both traffic Qow
and public safety.

EWA  representatives welcomed the
oNgoing  campaigns, saying these
initiatives had brought visikle
improvements and strengthened public
trust in the police. They also suggested
measures to further enhance their
implementation at the grassroots level.

Security forces recover
arms, arrest militants,
destroy bunkers in Manipur

Imphal. { Apency)
Security forces and Manipur Police carmied
ot a series of coordinated operations across
the state, recovering a large cache of amms,
pmmunition and explosives, arresting two
active militant ¢adres, apprehending o
burglary suspect, and destroving four bunkers
in separate operations, Manipur Pelice said on
Friday:
In Bishnupur district, security forces
recovered an M-16 nfle with a magazine, o
Umm peste] with & magazne, three single-
barre]l guns, one pompi, Dve pompd bombs,
four Mo, 36 HE hand grenades, 32 leve rounds
of ammunition, three TNSA S magazines and
other miscellaneous lems from the feothills
of Kumbi Setipur near Kumba Sagolpat under
K umbi Police Station,
In Chandel disinet, another uperalion al the
|.|;|.'r||:r:L| iIIL'iI.II'r':’ II:dIi:dI1|.|; L) i"ilg.{l.'"ill.ll\.ll.lFl'i uinder
Mlolclam Police Station led to the recovery of
e AK-56 assaull mfle, five magseanes, 14
'\.'i1|_|:_||: hire Til]ux,_fitcﬁ:u::-l'url;.: rachio sets with
chargers and two 12-gauge shotguns,
Meanwhile, r'.-'I:|.1|iF|l.|r Police recoversd T
32 pasitols, ome 12 -hore purmp CLLON g, one
|:||-.u§:||._- barrel gun, one single-bamrel gun, five
hang grenades, three gremade detonators, one
Lathode shell, twa 2-nch mortar HE haombs,
five tube launchers, two pistol magazines, B
live rounds of ammunition, 20 barmrel
cartridges, nine empiy T.52 mm cartridge
cases and military fatigues, including jackets
and boots, from Wakha Ching under Porompat
Police Station in Imphal East district.
In separate operations on July 1, security
forces arresied an active cadre of PREPAK
from Magamapal Fangjabi Leirak in Imphal
West disirict and an active cadre of RPF/FLA
from Sanjenbam Ehullen under Larmlai Police
Station in Imphal East district.
Manipur Police also amested a suspect in
connection with a house-hreaking and theft
case nvolving 15 bags of rice from the
Keishamthong High School godown, The
accused was apprehended in the Eeishampat
arca, and police said  investigations  are
underway to ascertain his involvement in
other burglary cases and to recover the stolen

properiy.
In the Ukhrul district, security forces
destroyed two bunkers each at Thoyee

village/Mahadev Top and Falenbung village
unider Litan Police Station as pan of ongoeing
counieT-insurgency operations yvesterday.

Punjab clears proposal to reqularise illegal
colonies, tweaks land pooling policy

Landowners will now get a commercial plot of 210 square vards as against 200 square vards

for every one acre of land given under the land pooling policy

Mumbal.i Agency)

The Punjab Cabinet has decided fo
regularise illegal colonies where 25 per
cent construchion has taken place. It also
gave approval to amend the land
poaling policy to offer more benefils
te landowners, Finance Minister
Harpal Cheema on Thursday said.

Cabimet, which met under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann Wednesday,
approved an amendment fo Rule 31 of
the Punjab Apartment and Property
Regulation Rules 1w simplify  the
regularisation  process  for chigible
unanthorised coloamies across the state,
This will emable regulansation of
unanthensed colonies where 25 per cent
of plots have been bl wpon, Cheema
said. For the regularisation of residential

and industrial colonies, a compounding
fee equivalent 1o 5 per cent of the
prevailing collector rate on the gross anca
of the colony will be payable, For

commercial colonies, this is 10 per cent,
b sand. Where apphcations are submitted
by Resident Welfare Associations (RWA),
the provision: of RERA will not apply.

However, the promoter or the WA will
be responzible for obtaining all necessary
appravals and Mo Ohjection Certificates
from the competent anthorities and
completing the pending
development works within  the
stipulafed perod, it said

“heema said the amended provisions
will also apply to eligible colonies
sitnated within notitied Local
Planning Areas and on agricultral
land earmarked under Master Plans,
except those falling wnder the
R-\.'y_'il.ﬂlilll Plam of GMADA, The last
date for submizsion of applications
under the amended Rule has been
Mxed as September 30, 20246,
Unauthorised colonics whose
applications were fejected wnder previous
regularisation policies will also be

eligible to apply nnder the amended Rule
Provisional regulansation  certilicates
will be issned within 30 days, while all
applications received under the amended
Bule will be disposed of within six
months.

Loand prvirlinig

The Cabinet also approved several changes
to land poolimg policy 1o address the
concerns and practical difficultics being
faced by stakeholders,

Cheema said it has been decsded  that
laedowemers will now get a cormmercial
plot of 210 square yvards as against 200
square yards for every one acre of land
given under the land pooling policy
Under the existimg pelicy, a land owmner 15
entitled to 1000 square vards of a
restdential plot For an acre of agnculiural
lamed.




Editorial

Dangerous shift in
the onus to prove
citizenship

Kapll Sihal

The ruinistry of extemnal affairs says that o passport
isgwed voa person by e Republic of India is only a
travel dociment, not a proef of citizenship. That it
is also a ravel decumment is not in doubt. MNeither
Aadhaar, nor an Elector’s Phato [dentity Card
{EPIC) o, For that marier, a birth centificate—all

isgwed by statuibory authoritics—provides proof of

the bolder™s ciizenship. Clearly, no document
issuad by the government of [ndia or a stabutory
authority can be considered 10 be proof of a
persan s eitizenship. There are two aspects of this
mattzr that peed our attention. First, nothing staved
in a document i proot of a fact siated therein. Such
tacis, when chiallenged. have w be proved through
evidence, cither direct or circumstantial, before a
statuiory autharity or a court of kew. That is a
fundamental principle of Law,

Haovewever, there 15 o presumption in law that the
statements ol Tact found m each ol such documents

are tree unless proved otherwise. The burden of

doang 5o 15 on the person challenging  the
authenticity of such facis. Absent that, the Tacts
stnted in these documents will b deemed b be frue,

Hivwvewver, o passport issued by the Republic of

India i= of special significance. 11 is never isswed
unless e person is a citizen of India, [ssuance of a
passpart  involves an elaborate  investigative
procadure that i required to be followed. The

awthorities are reguirsd to confirm the veracity of

focts stabed im the application incloding  the
applicant's dats and placs of birth.

Such a travel document, once msued, s recopnised
by other member States of mueltilateral
arganisations as a valul document. The decwment
itsalFreflects the fact that such o person s o citizen
af Imcdin based on which the smmigration
authonties of member Siates allow entry o soch o
persan. There are severn] countries m the world
wihich allbow emiry boan Indian passport holder even
without a visa, Thas dispensation is selely based on
the statutory presumpdssn that the person b whom
the document {5 isaved 19 o eifceen of lwdia. For the
MEA 1o say thal a passport 18 only a travel
document s playing trumt with the law.Such a
atafulory presumpliea ca certainly be rebuited.
The porsen who seeks o rebut that presumplion
miay be a third person or the awthority iself which
s the passpoet, on the basis of pechaps a fresh
digscowery of Bacts ar for mwlti Barons oflwer reasons,
It i% o that eontext that the facts will have o be
catablisbed o erther confirm that the porson 15 a
citrzen af India and holds a vald passport, o that
the passport be revoked for the authonty then o
diezeide ugron the legal stats of the person.

The stntutory presumption arising from a person
holding an Indinn passpon is alse significant in the
context of the many rights & citizen enjoys in the
Republic of India, including those puaraniced
unider Part 11 {fundamenial righis) and Part [V
{directive principles of state policyl of the
Constitution. Such n person s also entitled b

henefits availoble under several schemes, both of

the Union government and of the state in which the

individual resides. The same should hold tae of

any such docoment, like Asdhear or EPIC, issued
by any odher statwiory suthority under o law made
by Parlinmeend. The debate should ned be centred on
ihe fact that a person holding an Aadhoar cord or a
passport i nod o citizen of India. [n fact, heor she is
presumeed io b @ ciizen of Indin unless it is

rebutted through o process of law.A matier of

fundamenial rights
There s another aspect that peeds attentwon. The
ladian Constitubion does ool permit  dual

clirzenship, & person acquiring the citizsshg of

aierlbir CHHIALEY will lose his or ber stalus as a
citizen of India, and such a person’s passport will
bz tevoked forbwith, Such a comssquence proves
that a passport 15 ol merely & treel docuoment but
also proof of citizenship.

S Vald b vaso by amsaniam
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Amd the passport row, it's evident that voter deletion unplugs the citizen from the State

Sanjay Hegde

[ Punjah, the passport is not really a document. [tis a
hifieline, Mo state i Incia holds them in such mmbers,
The rate at which Punjab issues passports per head of
population 15 among the highest in the country, By
comumon Teckoning, more than ong in five Punjabis
ciarries one, The reason 1% plain, Almoest every Bmily in
the state las someone abroad. Somecns has a son in
Bramptomn, ancther a brother in Southall or in Surrey The
passpoit i the thread that ties the pind o Casada, the
United States, England, Auwstralia and the Gulf. Haryana
lives much thse same way, The morthwestern plaing have
sent their young acress the seas for a century, since the
Cihadar men first sailed 1o America.

So, the recent statement from Mew Dhelhi was heard
with particular unense in this port of the country, On
Passport Seva Ddivas (June 24), the Ministry of
External Affairs told the nation that a passport s o
travel document asd not a docusment of citizenship, As
a matter of strct low, the minstry was nght. The
passpoit is issued under the Passports Act. Citizenship
15 poverned by the Crizenship Act of 1953, One Law
regulates a docuwimnent; the other regulates a stamis, Bur
the low amd the strest do not always speak the snme
language, What is technically legal is not the comamon
understanding of how things work. For most [ndians,
the passport is the mwst authoritative thing the
Republic has evar given them. It bears the name of the
comtry, 1t carries their face, 1t s homowred at every
border in the world because forsign governments trsst
that Inclia checked hefore tssunng i, The State does not
hamd out passports to all and sundry. It issues one only
after 1t has satsfed tesell that the holde belongs, 5o,
when a citizen is told that the document proves nothing
abiout belonging, the natural question follows: if the
passpoart is not proof, then what is7The word itself cammies
the older meaning. “Passport™ comes Trom passing
through a pert or a gate. [t began as a leber from a
sovergign, o safe conduct, the State’s blessing om o
travaller wise wisled to leave and returm. The soverzign
vouched tor the bearer beconse the bearer was his coam, A
passport was an authorisation to leave a countey with thar
conmiry's klessing, A Stote does not bless a stranger out
ititis the world, [t blesses obany Indians knew this in et
bones. Indin dees nat allow dual citizenship. To keep an
[isdian passport is o refuse every other, Many an Indian
achigver finds that passports of the West are theirs for the
asking, as a recognition of their tmlent. Some, however,
prefer to keep the Indian ong, For them, as tor the Pungaba
woman flying owt to her grandehild's wedding, the
passport was mever merely a wavel paper It was 8

stabeiment of wha they were.

S0, the timing was cruel. Passport Seva Divas marks the
dny the Passports Act came into force, It s meant to be a
day of quict pride. Instead, the spokesman made more
peaple anxious than prowd. He spoke a legal troth and left
a public biuise. Call it the demonetisation effect, applied
te passports, In Movembar 2016, the citizen woke up to
firud char the currency notes that were legal last night wera
new ta be doubted. The notes werg still the Republic’s,
The promise was still pristed on them. Yet people stoeod in
quenes, unsure whether what they held was good, The
passport statement did the same o belonging. It took a
thing nobody questionad and taught a nation to question

i Bt the real machinery 15 molin the passport office, 11is
in the electoral rolls. We have already seen it work. [n
West Bangal, the Speaal [itemsive Revision [S1H ) struck
off 3 lakh names from the rolls. The new government: has
rw ordered that the moon cards of deleted woters be
switched off. Strike a name off the voter list and you do
ol ey remieve & vole, You unpheg the citizen from the
State. The deletion iz the kill switch of citizenship.

Mow, carry that machinery to Punjab. The Assembly
election 15 dwe in ey 2027, The bouse-bo-houss
enumeration for the SIR has begun. The revision works
by raibchimg nirmes across the old rells and the new, amd
flaggimg what it calls logical discrepancies. Consider
what that means for a Sikb name written in English by one
clerk, in Punjabi by another, and back into English by a
thard Armreek Singh on one roll becomes Amrik Singh on
the next. Jasvinder turne into Jusvinder or Jaswinder.
Ciurmeet and Gurmil are the same man, So are Hamreel
and Harprit, Kuldeep and Kuldip. Mone of this is fraud. [t
iz the ondinary friction of carmving a Guanmukh name
theough theee scripts amd four clesks, To a matching
machime, 1t 15 a discrepancy. To the citizen. it 15 a

surinons o peovia that he is himaalf,
[magine then the Punjabd household. The viote goes first.
Then the ration card, Then the passport will not be
retewed, becanse the police verification leans on the
rolls, The thread to Brompton and Califomin s cuf, not by
any court that found the man a foreigmer, but by a
misplaced vowel. Why should a proud border state,
which has sent its sons o fight the country's wars aind it
children tobuild lves peross the world, be pat throagh the
wringer of proving s citizenship mercly o keep the
passparts that hald its families together?
Here the Supreme Court was petrtioned, and it has so tar
faltered. In Asqociation for Democratic Beforms v
Election Commission of [ndia, decided this year, the
Ciourt upheld the SIR of Bihar, Neady 47 lakh names
had been struck off there, The Court found the exercise
proportienate and lawtul, It held that a place on the rolls
raises only a rebuttable presumption of citizenship, and
that asking a citizen o prove himself afresh does ot
offend the Constitution. Thus, the Court tacitly drew a
lime through the people, On one side stand the voter
citizens, secure in their papers. On the other stand the
pon=voter doubtfiil inbabatants, the man with the
misspelt name, upon whom administrative vengeance
may be wrsaked at lesure, Aricle 14 promisss eoqual
protection of the laws. A court that lets the State quictly
rnse twi clagsses of inhabiants, ancd prodect only one,
hias not kept that promise. It has failed in its duty as a
sertimel an the qun vive Fifty vears ago, in the ADMN
Jabalpur case, the Court held that even the righe to life
could be suspended in an Emergency, The judiciary
nevar lived down that judmment and Justice Chandrachud
the vounger was among these whoe specifically overmaled
Justice Chandrachud the elder's concurrence in the
habens corpus judgment. The Bibar judgmnt has now
taken away, i ordinary times and with no Emergeney
deglored, the right to vote, and with it the ration card and
the passport. [n the ADM Jabalpur case, the judiciary at
least hoad the excuse of the Emergency. This judgment hos
none.ayet the account is not closed. The challenge o the
SIR in West Bengal 1= still pending before the Court,
becanse the judgment has not been deliversd. Obe may
still hape that when the Court turns to Bengal, it will see
what ot farled o see m Bihar, A cittzen long on the rolls
aught not to be struck off on proof demanded from him,
but only om prool brought against him, That the vede, the
raticn card and the passport are not favewrs tobe switched
off by a clerk or an electoral afficer; they are the
inalienable rights of an inhabitant of the Repablic. 5o, the
country stll keeps a guestion aopen, Do owe have an
oceasionally  fallikle Swpreme Court or one  that
repeated |y fuils its citizens? When the Bengal judgment
comes, Pumjab will be listeningne of its own.

oy  Takht vs govt : Constitutional supremacy must guide stakeholders L

The ultimate test of the Jaagat Jot Sei Guru Granth Sahib Satkar (Amendment) Act will not be the stamp of religious approval but its consistency with the Constitution

THE Akal Tukht's directive to the Punpb
Ciovermment (o amend the ant-sacnlage law
has brought inte sharp focus the complex
mterplay between religion amd the S4ate in
India. Even as the Akal Takht is the supreme
temporal seat of the Sikhs, there are
constitutional boundaries separating religious
ngtimutions from elected govemments. The
Congtitution guarantees every religious
denganination the fmeedom o ITAnage its affairs
under Article 26, These nights, however, coexist
with the prnciples of secular govemance and
the rule of ke, Legislative authomoy rests with
democratically  elected legislatures, wmd
governments are accountable fo the
Constitution rather than to any religious body,
The Supreme Court’s landmark maling in the 3R
Bommai case {19947 affimmed that secularism The
mtervention by the Akal Takht reflects an unsetiling
averrench. In a vibrant demacracy, religious bodies, civil

society organisations and citizens are entitled to express
their views on public pelicy, Governments may consider
such opinions alongside those of other stakeholders.

Education, the other Shinkansen track

Military reforms are about developing leaders capable of navigating the intersection of warfare, technology and organisational change

Little did India mmagine ihat the Shinkansen high-spesd
mil network launched in Tokyo in 1564 would one day
carry i million passengers a day. Even farther would have
been the thought that one day the techoology could be
usad 1o connect Mumba and Almedabad, Yer today thas
signals e beginning of a fresh collaborative journsy
between India and Japan, going by Prime Minister
Marendra o s eall for balding mwre high=speed mul
(HSR) rowtes.

If history remembers the partnership anly for the HSR,
both would have seitled for tar less. For the Shinkansen.,
which literally means ‘new ik line', 8 ol just albssat
tracks for trains, but the starting point of new joameys b
Education is anedber track on which this journsy can take
bodh nations wwards a mutoally rewnrding destination,
[ strabegie rust between [ndia and Japan las a legacy
that is not driven just by trade and geopolitics. There is
nlzn o strong undereuarrent of their shared socinl values,
crvilisational commens  and, more  imporiantly,  the
conlrana densographee erosarmads that bestew an them a
rare  omnplementarity.ograply. Owver hall of [ndia's
population today is below the age of 30, Every year, laklhs
of voung [ndions gmduate from universities o seck
meaningiul opporunities, On the other hand, Japan’s
agenie population 8 threatemmg s might as one of the
world's foremest technological powers, It is the solution
ta this demaographic comundnom that the coming tiopether
of the two notions through an educational-civihisational
mix can achieveton.Faor this, higher education offers
perhaps the biggest untapped opportunity to blesd bath
STEM knowledge and non-5TEM aspects such as culiure

and values. The imbalance betwesn the global mobility of

Imidinn students westwards, o North America and Europe,
and easiwards, sspecially o Jagan, needs o be addiessed.

The denfening silenee of the Indian diaspora in business
amd higher education thet T heard during 2 recent wisitio
Japan convincsd me that a cladon call 15 nesded at e
palicy bevel b pavol castwards. There oy be excepiional
outliers in koth mations. but India-JTapan collaboration in
suich stratepically complimentary arens necds a futuristic
outlonk. While looking forward, we can learn from

traditions o, One way  Japanese  industrees have
demonsirated their global competitivencss is through
kEnizen, the ides of comtinuous improvement, and
msnoemkur, the spint of crfismanship. Together, they
lend to uncompramasing quality standards,

Imtraducing Japanese stamadards of safety, precision and
civic discipling o Indians would not be o oneswiy street.
We sam mafuse the best of Japasese ways 1o fuel Tdia's
progress towands & Yiksad Bhasg by 3047 India"s
manufaciuring ambiticn can soar with Japanese
participation to build glebally competitive industrizs in
secbors a% cruckal as sermconductors, electre vehicles,
batleries, sopewable cinerpy, machine tools, medical
devices, acrospace ad defence.

Civilisatiomal connections hetween the two have heen
forged for over a thousand vears through the spread of
ideas lnked fo Hindusag and Buddbisn, Today, yoga,

However, constitutional legifimacy requires that
legislative decisions should emerge through
democratic deliberation, public consultation and
Judicially revicwable processes mot through
religious directives. While the State 15 duty-bound
to preserve public order and prevent comimunal
tensions, criminal provisions st satisfy  the
constitutional vesis of equaliny, reasonableness and
protection of free speech. Any law that is vague ol
~:|.'|.|.'|_'Ii1.-|:|:.-' enforced cannot withstand m.'rulil:l].'.
There 15 a need for carefully drafted legislation that
pumizhes deliberate acts of incitement  without
'b:liﬂ'ing IEELIiIIIil.'II." debate, whl.llﬂr:-]lip or ariighic
expression. The ultimnte test of the Jangst lot S3n
Curn CGrranth Sphib Satkar (Amendment} Act will
not be the stamp of religious approval but s
consistency with the Constitution, which remains
the supreme law of the land and the common framework
goveming a diverss secietvis part of the Constitution's
basic straciure.

ayurveda, Indian classical ans, culsing and cmema agtrac
bmape audiences in Japan. Equally popular amang [ndians
15 Japanese anime, manga, markinl aris, architectore,
cutsiise and design, The theee-day bilateral suminil
between Prime Minister Modi and his  Japaness
corinterpart Sanac Takaichi staming today solidifics the
Madi-Shines Abe  friendship bhat brought the teo
democracies coser for enpgaging in stronger
cillaborations. The relatonship can be further comented
through catalysing agents such as higher education
institutions  and  industry  pariners,  Universities  are
comprehensive canopies for students, artists,
L'JI[IL']I‘TI.'I:II.'LIIH. :I'I.'HL'UJ"'EIZIL'I.'."G- i:ll:ll'.l'l-'il[IJrﬁ i].I:IIJ I.'IJ]LLLTIII.
ambasaadors. Corporate howses can also be balaeral
evangelists capable of accelerating educational-cultural
ties. It would reguire o tripartite coalition of govemment
ngencies, unrvarsities and companies in Indin and Japan io
uscork  the synergies.  lbersasing  twoe-way  siodent
mthility  betwesn Indian and Japanese universities,
regular staging of cultural festivals, youth policy and
social  leadership  prograommes, language  learning
mitiabives, bhemape conservabion  proqecis,  imdusiry-
il.l.'n.lrlll\.'lll:lil \'."'l?l”.ilbi:ﬂ'n.'lliIJIL"'i- I.'I:II.1’|:I'¢'|'I\.'\'J H'II.I\.'IIII.'!'G I‘IZ'CI' LTS
border employability and innevation can effectively
strengthen people-io-people bonds

Civwen the excellent diplomatic taes bul widenuig trade and
social deficits. sronger multidimensional connections
can improve regional sability and global economic
resilicnce ot a frought geopolitical momenlnd o and Fapaon
can toulery thimk off “bullet trains” toe promaote collsharmtive
leaming, moovations annd investrsent in people. Tl
challenge is to convert goodwill into a comprehensive
parinership thet transforms  education, research,
manuiacturing, mnowvation, culture, tmde amd homan
cagatal. Wiile India sirives w be a developed nation,
Fapan, the first Asian nation to cam the g, can offer desp

leaming. t,
o0 ©
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As the dusk falls and city lights up on Friday,
people with wanderlust break their heads
over a weekend getaway. All one wants is a
change from the week routine. One of the
ideal weekend spots near the city is
Meghamalai in Theni district where one can
spend some quality time and re-connect with
nature.

Land of greens and blues
Meghamalai is a misty mountain range
located in Theni district (part of Western
Ghats) at 1,500 metres above sea level. The
place is more popular for the tea estates
where access is restricted. However, one can
still enjoy the sight of the lush green forests
and valleys. Sivaraman, a tourist says, "Till
now, we assumed Kodaikanal to be the only
weekend spot. However, after visiting

Meghamalai, we are happy to have found an
alternative place to unwind." If you choose to
travel via Chinnamanur, you cannot miss the
scenic beauty along the way. "The main

attractions include tea estates, forest, dams and
water falls. If you are planning a day's trip, then
you can reach by morning and spend the rest of
the hours relaxing in waters and scouting for
elephants and bisons. If you're lucky, then you
can catch a glimpse of the jumbos quenching
their thirst in the water," adds Sivaraman.
Bird's eye view

Meghamalai hills are the originating point of
river Suruli. Hence, the twin waterfalls located at
its course is perennial throughout the year.
Karthikeyan, a tourist guide explains, "The
tourism officials help tourists get a better view of
the wildlife in this area. Due to the presence of
water throughout the year, some of the wild
animals like the spotted deer and gaur hit the spot
frequently during sunrise and sunset." Apart
from the waterfalls and the tea estates, the main
attraction of Meghamalai is the Vellimalai (the
silver mountain). Vellimalai is 1,650 metres
above sea level. "This is the place from where the
River Vaigai originates. The hills are also home

theregionis.
Grand Anicut

that is how world famous the cigar of

One of the oldest dam built around
2000 years is said to be a symbol of
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Land of greens and blues

The misty Meghamalai, is a perfect weekend getaway to unwind. We explore the surprises in store for us..

to six dams, including the Manalar dam from
where one can view the Cumbam valley. A
weekend of fascinating facts is only a hours
away our monotonous life," adds the excited
tourist guide.
A haven for rare species

"Wild animals are spotted near the foothills,"
says Kamala Devi, a student who has returned
from a recent visit to the hills of Meghamalai.

Trichy

mythological stories that surrounds
the history of the temple is

fascinating.
The Southern Railways
Established

in 1890 with its

"The hills opens up to a huge expanse of the tea and
coffee plantations that is enveloped by the aroma of
the spices. But the road narrows down as we
approach the top of the hill and paves way for the
dense forests that is least disturbed. Also, this place
is a perfect spot for bird watching as different
species of birds including the great Indian hornbills
can be spotted here. The most adventurous part of
the tour would be to spot a leopard or a tiger in the
area." An endangered species of squirrel (flying

A 1000 year old mosque once an
Easwaran Temple - it is the tomb of
Baba Natharvalli. It stands as a
symbol of how the Trichiites are a
group of peace loving people who

Dravidian engineering. Built by
Karikala Cholan, it is used a model for
building modern day architecture -
probably one of the oldest used dams in
the world.

Srirangam temple

The biggest functioning Hindu temple
in the world Srirangam, is the sacred

headquarters at the city, The
Southern Railways played a
prominent role during the British
Raj. However, now it has been
shifted to Chennai - the Golden
Rock Workshop is still one of the
three mechanical workshops
serving the Southern railways till

accept all religions and co exist in
harmony throughout the years!!
Lady of Lourdes church

A replica of the Lourdes Church in
France is situated within St.
Joseph's Ccollege compounds.
Gothic architecture, intricately

stained glass panels with its

squirrels) are found flying between the trees of
the forest. However the major gripe tourists have
is that the place lacks hotels for accommodation.
Although the Panchayat rest houses and forest
lodges can be booked much in advance to secure a
perfect stay for an entire family, informs Kamala.
Meghamalai is a place of natural beauty dotted
with cardamom plantations and tea estates. With
all this and more it's definitely a perfect weekend
spot especially for summer.

rich in heritage
and history

From the pages of
literature to the minds
of historians, Trichy
occupies a special place.

Trichy is a city of a million sounds
and sights. From the picturesque
banks of Cauvery to the grand old

Trichinopoly cigars, from the
natural wonder Rockfort to
religious shrines aplenty, there's
something for everyone who visits
the city...

Rockfort

A 3,800 million year old rock
structure with a shrine on top is
considered to be older than the
Himalayas and is the pride of the
city. It is visible for miles around
the city and a view from the top, is
mesmerizing either by sunrise or

sunset.

River Cauvery

The town is on the banks of the
River Cauvery making it one of
the most fertile regions in the state.
A walk on the Cauvery bridge, a
dip in the river and some classical
music - this would make a perfect
outing for most Trichiites.
Trichinopoly Cigar

Winston Churchill has claimed to
have a long standing affair with
this; Sherlock Holmes has said to
have mentioned it in his books and
Trichinopoly is synonymous with
Cigar in the Oxford Dictionary -

amongst the Vaishnavites. The temple
is on the island, Srirangam and the

date.
Natharvalli Dargah

towering spire makes it remarkable
of Indian craftsmanship.

Here's a look at all the
things that our city can
call its very own...
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Gautala Autramghat Wildlife Sanctuary, Shuli
Bhanjan hill, Brazen Glen group of caves and
Gogababa hill are some of the hotspots for
trekkers.

City based trekking organizations say that
monsoon treks over the weekend is quite
popular and reveal that this year, enquiries
have been pouring in due to early monsoon.
Most organisers have decided to prepone their
trekking dates.

Kishor Gathadi, an experienced trekker says,
"This year we are starting our trekking
programmes earlier than usual. Generally we
start from July as the monsoon is at its peak.
But this time due to early rains we start from
June 23. There are a lot of engineering students

The western

Grand Canyon
was largely
carved out by
about 70
million years

ago when
dinosaurs

roamed the
earth, an

analysis of
mineral grains

lying at the
bottom of these

hulking shapes
reveals.

The new research pushes back the
conventionally accepted date for the formation
of the Grand Canyon in Arizona by more than 60
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Weekends are all about

With monsoon settling in, youngsters are geared up for

exciting treks in and around Aurangabad.

who will be part of the treks this year, since most
of them have just finished their exams. We have
60 entries so far and the number is increasing on a
daily basis." Ravi Choudhary of another
organization adds, "More than 50 students have
enrolled with us for so far. With early showers it's
not a surprise that nature lovers want to get
started with adventure activities."

For most students trekking is an exciting activity
that gets them close to nature and also helps stay
fit naturally. Mansi Mahadik, student of
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Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University
says, "I'm looking forward to having a lot of
fun trekking this year as the rains have been
good." Kshitija Bardapurkar a student from
Marathwada Institute of Technology College
adds, "I cherish the memory months later after
a trek. It provides a respite from the drab
routine of city life. Nature also inspires me to
write poetry."

But it isn't only limited to being a fun activity

and also provides an opportunity to learn new
things and spread environmental awareness
for some. Ravi adds, "While conducting treks,
we encourage the trekkers to clean the plastic
littering the area and also plant seeds."

Prakash Kulkarni, a student of Maulana Azad
College who is all set to plant 500 neem seeds
during his trek says, "Trekking is no doubt fun
and a great form of exercise. But I also like to
contribute to the environment in my own way.

'-" —".'lbu-a. 1 L

Grand Canyon

was carved out while dinosaurs roamed

million years, says Rebecca Flowers, assistant
professor of geological sciences at the
University of Colorado Boulder.

The team used a dating method that exploits
the radioactive decay of uranium and thorium
atoms to helium atoms in a phosphate mineral
known as apatite, said Flowers, who co-authored
the study with Kenneth Farley, professor at the
California Institute of Technology, the journal
Science reports.

The helium atoms were locked in the mineral
grains as they cooled and moved closer to the
surface during the carving of the Grand Canyon,
she said, according to a Colorado statement.

Temperature variations at shallow levels
beneath the Earth's surface are influenced by
topography, and the thermal history recorded by

the apatite grains allowed the team to infer how
much time had passed since there was
significant natural excavation of the Grand
Canyon, Flowers said. &

"Our research implies that the Grand Canyon
was directly carved to within a few hundred
meters of its modern depth by about 70 million
years ago," said Flowers.

Flowers said the entire modern canyon may
not have been carved all at the same time.
Different canyon segments may have evolved
separately before coalescing into what visitors
see today.

Over a mile deep in places, Arizona's steeply
sided Grand Canyon is about 280 miles long
and up to 18 miles wide in places.

Visited by more than five million people
annually, the iconic canyon was likely carved in

I have bought 500 neem seeds which I will
sow along the stretch that I pass during my
trek." Meanwhile Rahul Ingle, another
student from Maulana Azad College who has
been an avid trekker since past five years, has
plans to teach rappelling to new trekkers.
Expert trekker Utsav Helambkar doles out
some advice to new student trekkers.
"Students should follow all the instructions
given by their trekking head so as to avoid any
mishap.Sometimes, girls tend to wear
incorrect footwear during trekking. Wearing
the right footwear, carrying enough food and
water and a first aid box is very important.
Also trekkers should walk in groups to reduce
the risk of losing their way,"
ashokumarmundetiya.S
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large part by an ancestral waterway of the
Colorado River that was flowing in the opposite
direction millions of years ago, said Flowers.

"An ancient Grand Canyon has important
implications for understanding the evolution of
landscapes, topography, hydrology and
tectonics in the western U.S. and in mountain
belts more generally," said Flowers.
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9 dead, roads damaged, power snapped
as Himachal battles monsoon fury

Mew DelhidAgzency)

Incessant rain tnggered flash Moods and
landslides im many pars of Himachal
Pradesh, resulting in af least nine deaths
and extensive damage to roads, pubdic
infrastruciure and odher properties, as
the southwest monsoon covered the
narithem state,

The monsoon-related fatalitics mcluded
one death each in Chamba, Kullu and
Wandi disinets, three in Kangra district
and fwo in Shimla disirict, Besides
these, two rain-related road accidents
were reported from Kangra and Lahaul
and Spin distncts Az per ihe latest
estimaie, the total losses amount o Bs
64965 lakh.

The continucus raimn inggered muliiple
incidents of landslides, Mash Moods and
other rain-related hoeards, resuliing in

In Kevi Panyor disiric,

more than 50 roads being blocked, over
IB0 electricity transformers becoming
non-functional and 27 donking water
supply schemes being dismupied across
the siate, according 1o an official
bulletin. Transporiation was worst
affected in Kullu district, with at least 18
roads damaged. Three siretches of NH-
I 3 near Potin and Hoj were also blocked
by landslides, leaving several people
stranded,

five people,
including a 13-year-old boy, weni
missing after a landslide, which also
injured 17 others and damaged at least
I8 residential wnits, according io
officials. Search and rescue operations
are currently underway and those
critically injured bave been shified o
hospitals.In the same district, an under-

construciion retaming wall collapsed
due to the heavy downpour, leading to
walerlogemg in low-lymg resideniial
arcas i and around the colomny. At least
I8 residential units were damaged in
the incident.

According (o semor police officers, six
disiricts such as Keyi Panvor, Kra
Daadi, Kurung Kumey, Lower
Subansin, Kamle and Upper Subansin
have been ot off due to monsson-
related dismupiions triggered by heavy
ramn. Major landslides were reported
along the Kimin-Ziro route, while
damage asscssment 15 underway. The
Border Roads Organisation (BROY has
intensified restoration work and
connaciivity through the Kimin route 5
expected fo be restored by Thursday
afternoon, Mehita said.

The Mational Disasier Response Force
(NORF) has been deploved and rescue
efforis are underway along with the
State Disaster Response Force (SDREF),
police and other agencies, All available
reserve personnel and vehicles wiihin

the Yazali jurizdiction have been
maohilised and ex-servicemen have also
been called m to support emergency
aperations, Az 4 precautionary measure,

The India Meteorological

the North Eastern Eleciric Power
Corporation  (Neepeo) has begun
relensing water from the reservoir of
the Panyvor Lower Hydropower
Project. Power generation at the praject
has been temporanly suspended.
Meanwhile, weather officials said the
sopthwest monsoon has now coverad
the emtite state of Himachal Pradesh
and 15 expected o remain active owver
the coming weeks, with intermitient
spells of heavy rain likely across several
districis.
Drepartimeni
(IMLY) Turther stated that the monsoon is
expecied (o remain active over the state
for mearly the mext 43 days, although
fain  activity may wilness a briefl
weakening on July 4 befiore intensifying
again thereafier,

Setbacks should not be
feared or viewed as

Delhi orders CAG gudit of private
power discoms over Rs 38,500 crore
in unrecovered regulatory assets

Dhruv Rathee's video on Ram, Sita: Court

sets 15-day deadline to decide on removal defeats: Delhi L-G

Mew Delhi( Ageney)
The Delhi government has ordered a CAG audit of the
capital’s three private power distnbution companies (o
examine how regulatory assets worth nearly s 38,300
crore aecumulsted over the years without being
recovered from consumers,

The power departmment on Wednesday directed the CAG
to conduet a "strict and intensive” avdit into the
I.'iIL'I.IrI1'\-i|:dI1L'I."'\i IJI'I:I!I.'F 'l'l'.llil_'l'l Ei |:::F‘:_.l- H:ni-:l]lznu PI.I'\.‘-I!’.'T 1.|:I.|
(BREFL), BSES Yamuna Power Lid (BYPL) and Tata
Povwer Delhi Dastnbution Lid (TEDODLY contimeed o

i carry the
maovumiing
regulatory pssets
Ll ||Il\_'l.l' I'.‘l:JlC:lk:‘\..

According  to the

* order, all

concermned

autherities,

including the
distribution firms, have been asked to extend full
cooperation and provide all records, information and
assigtance required by the CAG and its awtherised
ofTicers for the audit,

The audit must be completed, preferably within thres
months of the onder date, although the CAG may
extend the timeline depending on the scope and
L'::-1r|p||."-ci[}'-::-|'[|||: exensise,

Callimg it a victory for electnoity consumers and honest
taxpayers, Delhi Power Minister Ashish Sood alleged
that after the privatization of the citys power sector,
several fimancial decisions, special amangements and
rising linbilities escaped public scrutimy

He wlso targetted the previous AAP povernment,
accusing it of protecting the system instead of
examining it, ~“What they failed to do in 10 years, our
government has inifiated within a few months,” e
s

Sl said people have a right o know how regulatory
L B kl.'rll 'irll:ru:mil:l;.; and who benefited while the
financial burden continued forconsumers,

Monsoon hits Delhi five days
lute

Mow Delhid Agency)

Aditer days of heat wave and humidity, moensoon fnally
amived in the national capital on Thursday, five days
after s nommal onset date. Parts of Delhi received
ramnfall 0 the mormimg and witnessed cloudy skies,
while lemiperalunes -:|.1'|||'||'||.'L| F.1|'||.'1'I:x wud the l\_'il.]'.li[il.l
will experience monsoon-like rains by July 5 after the
seasonal rough moves northwards again, resulting in
amother spell of rain over Delhi and other pans of
northweest India.

The weather office has igswed a vellow alen for Friday,
predicting a generally cloudy sky with moderate rain,
while the minimum and maximum fempersures are
expecied to hover at 22 snd 32 degrees Celsis,
respectively, This also marked the st July onset of
monsoon in Delhi since 2021, when meins armived in the
capital on July 13,

The India Meteorological Deparument {(IMD) declared
the onset of monseon over the region afier favourable
atmospheric conditions developed.

Aceording to the IMDY, Delhi's base weather monitoring
station in Safdagung recorded a maximum temperaturs
of 53 degrees Celsius on Thursday, 4.4 degrees below
normal. The minimum temperature was recorded o
21 = IZI.EHIL"UH [:I."I:"\-\.il.lﬁ.\. q ] l:l.l\_'El'l."L'H I:ll."ll.l'l-‘n' I1I1I'IIIiI.| T|1I.'
capital also reconded 15 lowest mimimum lempeniiire
sinee July 21, 2021, when it stood a 224 degrees
Celsius at the base station.

Palam recorded a maximum temperature of 33 degrees
Celsius, 4.8 degrees below normal, and & minimum of
21.2 degrees Celsius, $.6 degrees below normeal, Losdi
Rond reconded a maximum temperature of 33 degrees
Celsius, 3 degrees below mormal, and a minimum
Lettiperiiune of 33,6 ;||:_|.';r|.'|."u Celsias, 3 :l--:l-:;_.;n:ux bl
normal. The Ridge station recorded a  maximuom
temperature of 33,8 degrees Celsiug, 2.9 degrees below
normal, while the minimum setiled at 21 degrees
Celsius, 4.5 degrees below normal. Ayanagar recorded
a maximum tempemture of 32.4 degrees Celsaus, 3.7
degrees below normal, and a minimum of 226 degrees
Celsius, 4.2 degrees below normal,

Mew Delhi Apency)

The Delhi High Court on Friday
directed the government’s Gnevance
Appellate Committee {GACT 1o
decide within 15 days on an appeal
secking the removal of a
YouTube wvideo upleaded by
Chruv Rathee, where he
claimed Hindw deities Lord
Ram, Sitn pnd Lord Enshnon
comsumed meat and alcohol,

The GAC under the Ministry of
Electromics and  Information
Tl.‘l:"l.llull.lg:.-' ibeity )} allows
appeals againgt decisions made
by digital platforms on
complaimts relsted (o online
combent or seoounts, nchading cases
where a rll:dlr'l.lnll TI.'I'iL'L'I:"H. A regliest,
fails o respond or issues a decswon
that the user is dissatisfied with.

The court also warned that any non-
compliance with its order would be
viewed seriously. During the hearing,

Stubborn as mountain, Ghazipur keeps
waiting to kiss the ground

Moewy Delhif Agency)

As the capital continues to face a
structural challenge in terms of its
wiste management capabilities 8§
despite huge plans of infrastructure §
expansion, o ground check by ThS
exposs the status of one of the three
landfills in the city and the
conditions of the people living
arcsmud the site,

A1 2ovear-old Shajia walks barefoot in
front of her house near the Ghaspur
Land fill with an ever-radiant smile on
her face, She bhe a
miathematics teacher when she ETAWR
up, but her parents give her a neality
check that it i a far-fetehed dream,

The physical health of most children in
the area shows signs of weakness,
Her uncle said that like Shajia, many
children in this locality have been
physically weak =ince childhood,

anrms 10

Additional Solicitor Geneml {ASG)
Chetan Sharma, appeanng for the
centre, argued that YouTube cught 1o
have exercised due diligence and
immediately remowved the allegedly

"abjectionahle
contem ™, R H[hl.'-:, i rll'-rlu|2|r YouTuber
with 324 millioa subscribers on the
video platferm, had argued in a videos

and  hate-inciting

titled 'Can Hindus Eat Beef? | Kerala
Story 2 Exposesd” that Lord Bam, Sita,
pnd Lord Knshnn consumed meat

many

alse suffer from breathing
problems.Years of biomining and
repeated promises o reclaim  the
garbage mountain continue, and sodo

foul odour, dust and respiratery
discomfort in the lives of residents
around the Ghizipur land 1. For the
resiclents, the foul smell has becvne a
usual phenomenon. It doesn™t bother
them, but when an outsider steps into
the locality, the smell compels them
b puat o i mask,

Even as authorties push abead with

ASG Sharma told the court that the

i

Google's counsel imformesd the High

and aleohaol

content uplopded by Rathes wos

"harmful and divisive”, He arguoed

that Google should either state before
the cowrt that it woeuld comply and
remoyve the wides or the coun
could proceed on the basis of
ohservations mids by the division
I'II.'1I\'_'|‘I.

He further srgued thai Google's
I.'I'll.lrll"\-\.l.'l HIIHIJII.I ur||.||.'rL:Lk|.' 14}
TEMEAY e [I‘IL' Conient :dl1|.| CTSUTE
that material which allegedly
creates social discord and hurs
the sentiments of the majority
community is not allowed on the

platform

Court that the company had alrendy
subimitted 1is e R R Lia |'||."I!'ili-::-1|¢_'r
advocate Amita Sachdeva and that an
appeal had been filed before the
GAC,

Mew DelbiAgeney)

Licutenant-Crovermor Taranjit Singh Sandhu on
Thursday hosted a group of students from Oman

Lok Miwas in Delhi
emerged as winners of the Sastra Pratibha
comtest orgamsed by Vynine Bharatt of 11T
Gandhinagar,

The imteraction focused on the students” scientific
cunosity, spirt of imguiry and eagemess o leam,
He |."|1|]'.-'||2|.'\.'i:-.uﬂ that nurturing a robust scientifc
temper and analytical thinking ameng young
minds s vital for building a foundation For
research, innovation and a future-read y seciety

Interacting with the young minds, the LG advised
the students to choose a carcer path that is true (o
their inner calling. He urged the students o
FI'.Ir"iILﬂ H'Ililh_"l. ET I'.'I'iI'IHH L|'||.'r|1 HL'IIII.irIL" I'IHEIEILI'IL'!'GH
rather
expectations, emphasising that their primary
Fscus should be toachieve abaolute excellence in
whatever path they choose,

Highlighting the changing global landscape, the
Licutenant-Crovernor said academic knowledge

The students had

than bending 1o external societal

must be moiched with practical adaptability. He

remediation, the landfill still holds
around 67 lakh metne tonmes (LA
of legacy waste, making it the city's
biggest unlinished wasie challenge
and a stark reminder that the
|.':|rli1:||"r; H:l.1'|:l:|;;,|: CRSES Cconlinees 1o
be a public health concern for
communities living im 118
shaclow, The Ghazrpur land i1l 15 one

siressed the need to constantly acquirs new and
relevant skills o navigate & rapudly evolving
wiprld effectively.

Calling for resilience among the voung
innovalors,
gethacks should not be feared of wiewed as
defeats, Instead, they should be embraced as
essenbial lepming expeniences that ultimately
muke an individunl tougher, wiser and stronger,

He commensded the efforts of Vijnana Bharati in
inspining the next generation of innovators and
commecting them with India®s rich scientific
heritage.
extending his best wishes 1o all the winners fon
their future academic joumeys and scientific

the Lieutenanti-Governor said

He concluded the interaction by

; purswits.
among the three legacy waste sites py, hat bri lac sl .
that the Municipal Corporation of -";:l!:';h: T P L N RER A

Drelhi (MO lsas been attempiing (o
Matten through biomining. Even as
the civic body continues 1o make
progress at all three landfill sites,
afficial figures showr that millions of
tonnes of legacy waste still remain o
be processed befone Delhi can finally
get rid of its garbage mountains.
Unlike Bhalswa and Okhla, which are
expected to be fattened this year,
Crhazpur needs an additional.

Intermeting with the young minds, the Licutenant-
Gorvermor sdvised the students to choose a career
p:il]l that is true o their inner |.':|.|'I|nH. He ||.'r]:|;|.'|.|
the studemts w pursue whatever brings them
genuine  happiness  rather
extemal societal expectations, emphagising that
their primary  focus should be o achiewe
absolute
choose,

than bending (o

excellence in whatever path  they
Highlighting the changing global

landseape, the L-G o said scademnic knowledge
minst be matched with pracuical adaptability

SC says Meghalaya honeymoon murder accused Sonam
Raghuvanshl will remain on bail as she's already out

il ; y the bail

un:ler in deteil on Thursda day. Huwenrer, alter bein ing informed that Sonam hnd ulreu[l'.' been rel&used the h&nth soid it dld nol wish fo interfers ot this stoge.

Mew Delhid Agemey)

Meghalaya honeymoon murder acoused
Somnm Raghuvanshi wall remain out on
bail for now after the Supreme Courn on
Tuesday declined to interfere with the
bail granted to her by the High Coun,
evien as it issued notice on the
Meghalaya Police’s plea seeking
|_':|r|L'\u|.|2|li-::-1| |.|f |'||.'r|1:|.i'l.

Sonam, a resident of Indone in Madhya
Pradesh, was amested in June Last year in
conpgetion with the murder of her
businessman husband, BRaja
Raghuvanshi. Police have alleged that
she conspired with hired assailants io
l:1|| I'II.I1I 1"::lT |-IrIiII'II."iiL| Hil'ilﬂi.

The couple had gone missing while
vacationing in Meghalava's Sohra area
on Moy 23 last year Ruga's body wos
later found in & deep gorge on June I,

2025,

The top court said the allegations against
Sonum were “quite serous” and agreed
i examing the Meghalaya Police's

challenge to the bail order in
detail on Thurslay, However,
after being informed that
Sonam  had already been
released, the bench said it dd
not wish to inerfere at this
st

"If she is released alremdy, we
wpntled mot want o anterfere,”
the bench observed. Earlier

during the hearing, the court =&

had indicated that it was
inclinesd to stay the bail erder
before learning that Sonam had
already been released.

Appearing  for the Meghalaya Police,
Tushar Mehta

hail Counsel appearing for Sonam sought time

Soplicitor General
giibrmtted that Sonan's earlie

the
related only to a clerical emoer in one
SeCirim,

amest, According 0 him,

applications had been rejected  and
argued that the cse did not aovolve o During
Failure to communicate the grounds of

i responad to the polices plea

the hearing, Sonam's lawyer

prgmed that she hod not even been
provided legal representation
when she was  arrested  and
produced for transit remand, The
counsel contended that she had
not been informed of the grounds
I.If I'II.'I rre=l HI'ILI IIHI.I i:ﬂll}' I'.|I.'|."I1
servied with a blank proforma.

The bench, however, questionad
why the issue had not been mised
earlier,

“The |.]u|.'r;li|1|1 comnes that when
vt didi't raise this issue earlier,
can you be allowed to raise 1t al
this stage™ the court aked,

I85UE  The court also asked whether, even if bl

had been granted on such a technical
ground, the law would prevent the
authorties from amesting ber again,
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Rupee up 18 paise at 95.21;
Sensex rises 480 points,
Nifty tops 24,300

Mew Delbig Agency)
Indian markests opensd on a fiom e on Friday,
suppented by a stronger rupes and improved global
seiment after weaker-than-expected US jobs data
reduced expectations of agpressive inberest rate hikes
by the U'S Fedaral Reserve,
The rupss opened |8 paise higher at 9521 against the
LIS dollar, comparad with its previous close of 95.39.
Equity benchmarks also started the day in the green,
The Mifty 50 opened above the 24,300 mark. while the
Sensex gained around 480 points in early trade despite
mized global cues Earlier, GIFT Mifty futures had
signalled a positive star, rising 130 points te 24,4 14 as
of T:4% am [ST.Domestic sentiment s been aided by
sustained instiienal boying and casing crude oil
prices, Domestie  instiictional  investors (DI
r|.'|:||;.'|i|:||.'|J el I:'I.I._'|'L'.|'."i |IZH.' i I.'I.Ekll.ll. \'."'l?ﬂl!’il.".'ll[i'«".' h'.'."i!ii(l‘l!l
om Thursday, helping the Wity 50 and Sensex pgain 1.3
percent over the previouns bawo sessioms,
Foreign portfolio investors {FPLs) however, continned
to offload Indian equities, selluig shares worth Rs 3,12
billion oo Thursday, according to provisional data,
FPs have sold a record 529,46 ballion worth of Indian
sincks so tar this yearCilobal markets ook cues from a
sofier LS lnbour market report released overmight,
Drata showed US job growth skowed sharply in June,
while payroll figures for the previous two months were
revised lower. signalling a cooling
coonomy. Following  the report, iraders  lowersd
expectations of a September rate hike by the Federal
Reserve. Market-impleed odds of a hike fell to around
53 per el from nearly 75 per cent before the data
release. In Asia, Japan's Wikkel 225 rose (L. 74 per cent
o 6924368 by the mudday hreak, although it
remained on track fora margingl weckly decling, Cther
regional markets traded micved ns investors weighed
signs of showing US growih against the prospect of a
leas hawkish Federal Rescrve,

Silver price surges Rs
3,796; gold up Rs 1,900;
Check the latest rates in
your city

NIURIBAL{Apency)
[ you are planming 1o buy gold o silver, today you will
have o pay mofe than before, From the dosmsestic
market o the BMUOX (MUX) both the precious metals
are witnessing strong growth, On the MOX, gold rose
by Bs 1,902 to Bs 147,660 per 10 grams, while silver
rose by Bs 1,796 w0 Ra 237, 100 per kg, The prices of
bioth the precions metals sese in the spet esarket too,
Wi shuould knoew tosday’s lntest mtes before shopping,
In intemntionnl markets too, the price of both the
precious metals went up. The wellow metal jumped to
5 0B per ouncs and silver b 5236 an ounce.
Cinld, silver price m retanl market
Al ayers of jewellery are guided by the price of gald
and silver in the retadl market Today, m the retail
market tedagy, the price of gold amd silver has increased,
According 4o Bullions, 10 grams of gold rose by Bs
1,930 or 1.22% to reach Bs 148,090, Atihe same time,
1 kg silver is trading at the level of Rs 237,210 per kg
and it surged by Bs 3,870 o 1.66%. The effsct of tlais
mncrease i the prces of both gold and silver s being
seen in the bullion market as well, due io which the
custormers Wi buy have o pay oore than before,
Cinld, silveron MC X
O MOX (Multi Commodity Exchanges) bsth gold and
silver are witnessmg upwand pressure, Gold fuires
expiring on August 5, Ni26 s trading of Bs 1,47.6460
per 10 prams, It has recorded an increase of 1,902
rapees or 1.30% compared to the previous closimg
price. Al the sarme time, silver confracts expiring on 4
Sq.'r.ﬂl.'l:l:ll:-\.'l 2006 = L'r..ﬂlil:lg at the level of Ra 237 104
per kg, Compared 1o the last closing pnce of silver, o
surge of Bs 5.7% or 1.63% has been recorded. [t is
clear that therg is buving pressure in boih precious
reials o b{CX inday,

Centre removes BAT-BMS-
linked apps from app stores
after e-rickshaw remote
shutdown reports

NEW DELHI{ Agency]

The govermment on Fraday sald twoe smariphose
applications linked to repons of remotely disabling
e=rickshaws have been remaoved from app stores afber
they came b the anthorties' notice.

Speaking on the sidelines of a CIl Cybersecurity
Summit, IT secretary 5 Krishnan confirmed that
action had been taken after reports cmergad that
somie e=mckshaws oould be rendered mopemble
througl the Chinese smartphone application BAT-
BM:E."That is right. there are a couple of apps,
which came to our notice yesterday and hath of them
e been taken down from the app stores. ™ Krishnan
said. pccording to news agency P11

Ciowt asks app stonss 1o exerciss greater seruiny

He plsa stressed that app siores must exercise due
diligemce before allowing applications om  thear
platfonms and said the governmam would take up the
issue with them to ensure potentiolly harmifil opps
are il made available,

Earlier, the issue gained widespread pitention after
videos circulated on sl medin climing that some
e-rickshaws wers being remasely shut down through
a features linked to the BAT-BMS ppplication

The videns raded concens over the cybemecunty msks
pseociated with internet-connected wehicle
management systems. The [Delln government has
asked its transport department 1o verify the
outhenticity of the BAT-BMS applicetion and
mvestigate claims that i can remotely disable e-
rickshaws through Blusteoth connectivity.

Transport minister Panka) Singh said officials had been
directed to cxamins the matter afier receiving
comploints, although no formal writien complain
hind been submtied,

High income, upper middle income, lower middle income or low
income -- Decoding the World Bank's economic positioning of India

All five major Southeast Asian
economies, mcluding Singapore,
Malaysia and Thailand, are now at
the upper-middle mcome ter and
above, a release from the World
Bank has showed.

Mew DelhiiiApency)
The World Bank has moved Viemam and
the Philippines  aate the upper-middls
moome group s these countries  have
implemented the expori-led growth model
and broad-based expansion which reflecis
"an econvay-wide shifl."Girowih dus (o
giins acmss all major industnesAcconiing
tr the World Bank. Vicinam achiewed
development through an expori-led growth
strategy while the Philippries exponenced
hmad-hased expansion, “reflectimg pains
across all major industrics, not a single
gector oo, bl ai SOy =-wals shnil.”
The gross nattonal income per capria of
these countries reached 54,970 and 54,850

in X253, respectively, both exceeding the
World Bank's $4.636 threshold for the
upper-middle ineome group categoey. The
goonnmic progress has  potentially
strengthened investor confidencs in both
the countries. Al five major Southeast
Adinn cconoimded, meluding  Siagaporce,
Malaysin and Thaland, are now ot the
upper-middle inomme tier and above, o
release froem the World Bank said on
Wediesday, Vietsam had been inthe lower-

since MR while the

dle  income ; 1
Philippines had remained there since the

middle

lae 1980%, the data showed. Jondan,
Alicromesia and 5n Lanka alse moved io the
upper-middle income cotegory while Togo
was reclassified to lower-middle incorms
from low mseome. The Weeld Bank also
said that the share of low-income
economies has fallen to 11 pereent from 30
percent sincs 1987,

P osibiom ol Inalin

Indin continnes to be clnssafied ns o lower-
mikddle-income country. a category it has
remmained m susce 2000 The Werld Bank
eetimades Indin's Ciross Moatiwnal Income or
K] Irh:r capita g around 52,500 (o 52, T
which is well below the upper middle
inconie Unesholbd of 54, 4%,

World Bonk's classification of countrics
The Wirld Bank classifies cconomies il
four amcome groups: high income, upper
middle income, lower middle income and
low imcome. The rankings are based on
Ciroas Mational Inoome oo GM] per capita
estimades trom the previous calendar year,
Countrics with a G per capita between
£1.136 and 34,495 are classifed as lower-
muldle=mneoome  ecomomacs  while those
with incomes between 54,496 and 513,535
Eall imto the upger middle incoms category.
This wear's assessment covered 218
countrics and will be used as the global
reference until the end of June 2027, GNI
measures the total incoose camed by a
country's people and businesses regardless
of where that income is genernted, unlike
Ciross Domestic Product or GOP which
measures the value of goods amd services
produced wathina couniry’s horders,

Air India cuts fuel surcharge on North
America, Europe flights as oil eases

————

Mistry's resignation from RNT
Associates comes months after he
was removed from Tata Trusts in

November 2025,

Mew Delhl.Azency)

Aar India has molled back o par of the
termparary fuel surchargs it ad imposed
dunng the West A= conflict, reducing
charges on flights e North America,
Augiraba, barope and the Unined
Kingdom after ghobal oil prices easaed in
recent weeks, reported (The revised
surcharge come indo effect from July 1,

The aifline had istroduced the  fuel
surcharge on April 7. with the revised
charpes aking effect from Aprl 10, afber
thie conflict in West Asin sent crode oil
aid jet fwel prices soarng, Arspace
restrictions during ihe conflict had also
increased operating costs for airines. As
per the report, the foel surcharge for

fhghts 10 Marth Amerco amd Anstralia
hezs been reduced o LS 20 per ticke
from LIS 280 earlier, For services o
Europe amd the UK, the surcharge has

been cnt to USD 125 from LUSCE
205 However, fuel surcharges om
domestic flights and odher international
routes roman unchanged. There wias wo
immediate comment from Air India on
the latest revision.
WHEN 'WAS THE
IMPOSED?

The Aar India Girowup, which comprises
Air India and Air India Express, had
amnesanized fuel surcharges ranging from

SURCHARGE

DS 24 o USE 250 on intermationl
flights. excluding certain routes, and
hetween Fs 299 amd Bs 899 on domestic
flights in April &5 airlines grappled with
surpaig foel costs AL the tose, the
pirline had said it was adopiing a
calibrated approach after the
government capped the increpse in
domeshic Aviabon  Turbane  Fucl
(ATF} prices at 25%, shiftimg from
a at domestie sorcharme 1w a
distance-based pricing grid.

WHY 15 AR INDLA CUTTING
THE SURCHARGE?

Mee latest reduction comes afles
crude oil prices retreated sharplhy
friom thes highs seen during the West Asia
canflicl, easing pressure on aidine
opcrating costs. Earlier., citing data from
the Intermational Asr Transport
Association (TATA ) Air India had said
the global averape jet fuel pnce had
surged o USD 195,19 per bamrel for the
week embed March 27 foomn LIS 99,440
per barrel ot the end of Februoary,
mtarking an increase of nearly 1008,

Mahindra XEV 9e Cineluxe edition
gets an update - Check what's new

MEW DELHL{ Agenecy)
Mahimdra has added a new exterior
colour o the XEV S%e Cmeloxe Edition
lineup, The new shade is colled Saotin
Desert Myst, and it joins the existing
Satin Black and Satin White finishes that
were introduced at lnunch back in March
M2, The mew colour is paired with the
Cineluxe Editwen's existiag  mlenon
opluns: Chestnot Brown asd Nocturse
Black smooth=prain leatherstie
Everything «lse about the car stays

exactly the same. No mechanical
clmnges, v new Features, and no prics
reviin. The XEW % Coeluxe Edition
coniiiues o be priced at Rs 20015 lakh
[ex=showroom L What you pet

The Cineluxe Bdition is based on the
fully loaded Pack Thres variant and is
powerad by a 79 k'Wh battery pack that
delivers ower 500 km of real-world
range. The leatire Lst 19 extendrve. You
pet three digial displays incheding a
passenger enferiainment scoreen, &

touchacreen nlolammment Sy &lem,
and o digral instrument cluster.

An angmented reality head-up
display, a If-speaker Harman
Kardon aude system with Daolby
Armos, ambient lighting, a
paneramic glass roof, Level 2 ADAS
with Hwe rmdoer modules and o
camera, # gesture-controlled
powered trilgate, outo parking assis,
o Digital Key, personalised
profiles and 8 360-degree camera
aystem are all part of the package Also
Read | Skoda Kodiag RS lansched in
lilaa, bt youw can't buy it - Hers's why
For the standard XEY %, buyers can opi
for gither & 7.2 KW AC charger at Rs
SOLHHY or an 11 kKW AC charger at Rs
T5HH), both priced over and above the
vehicle's ex-showroom cost.

The XEY Y% competes with the BY Ty
At 3 and Hyundai [onig 5 in the
premium electric 5L space,

USEr

Over Rs 9,300 crore lies
unclaimed in 31 lakh EPF
accounts, enough to huild 3 1Ts

Mew Delhi Agency)
Even as the Centre hos ushered in a new era for
provident fund subscribers with the notification
af the Employees' Provident Fumd { EPF) Scheme,
2024, an K11 (Right o Information) accessed
exclusively by Tndia Today bas revealed that more
thin Bs 93300 crore ramanns [ocked m M40 lakh
inaperative EPF pogounts aoross the couantry,
The EPF Scheme, 2026, which came info ettect
on June 29 atter being nofified in the Gazctte,
replaces the EPF Scheme, 19520 The new
framework is aimed at simplitying provident fund
rules and making the system owore digital foi
eight crore active EPF(O
subseribers Against the backdrop of these
retorms, the RTI response offers a snapshot of the
vialmme of workers' retircment  savings  that
comtinue to remain unclaimed According to the
Employveess' Provident Fund Organisation
{EPFO), a3 of March 31, 2026, there were
WO X652 iI'III|'II.T.d|I'n_' EPF accounts holding an
unclammed balance of approximately Bs 9,330
arorg, Dher %, MM crore still awarting clanmes
The latest BTI diote shows only a modest
improvement over the previous finamcial year.
While the mumber of inoperative EPF accounts
declined by around 92,000- from 31,83 lakh on
March 31, 2025, to 30,91 lakh a year later-the
unclanmed amenmt fell by 851 crore, froan 10,151
crang o 9,530 crore.Desprte this declime, the data
undderscornes the scale of the problem, with nearly
31 lakh dormeant accounts and thouszands of crores
aof workers' refirement savings still awaiting
claim.
WHATES Q 330CRORE CANBUYT
The magnitude of the unclaimed corpus becomes
clearer when wiewed against major public
spendhng The Bs 93300 core ving i dormant
EPF accounts 15 almost equal to the Bs 10,169
crarg the Centre has spent on the UIDAN regional
commectivity scheme simece 185 lounch in 2006.1t is
al=o nearly equivalent to the Union govermiment's
2026-27 allocation for Ayushman
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-
JAY ) According to a 2014 govermment estomate,
thié Cost -::-I'ril.'1!|n_|:_|||'| g 1T s B2 1,750 @rora,

mnear|y

.'".l:lil.lﬁll.'d for miflation, that works out to arcand
Rs 2,934 crore m 226, meaning the unclaimed
EPF corpus could tund three 1175, with over Bs
50} crore still left over. The comparison is
illustrative and highlights the scale of workers'
retirement savings lying dormant in EPF
ACTOUmS,

Reliance on coal soars as weak
rains drag hydro output by 19.5%

India's shares in the ship recyels
industry rose from 30.1% in 2024 to
35.4% in 2025, which indicates that

more and more vessels are being sent to

India for dismantling. The country

ships in 2025, marking almost 60%
surse compared to 186 million lons
recycled m 2024

Kolkata.Agency)

The commitry 15 leaning mare heavily on coal
tir meel surgnie eleciricaty demasd this
summer. s rainfall deficit has sgueesad
hiydropower cutpul. Hydro generation fell
1'%.5% year-on-year (y-o-¥) 4o 13,3615
mrallaony wiits (MUY m June, down from
16,593.07 MU a year earlier, nccording to
diata froen tee Matwonal Power Partal.

At the same time, coal-fired gensration
climbed to 11767769 MU in Juwe 2026,
the highest for the month in the past three
years., That was 13,99 higher tsan June

25, 3.9%0 above June 2074, and 14%
2023 . Coal-Tired
penertion moeased amid o 40% mindall
[ndia
Metearolopical Department (IMDY) has
forecast below-noresal samiall for July as

higher tham June

deficit in June. while the

well. The weak monseon has also
kept electeicity demsand elevared
for coling amd imrigntion, pushing
peak power demasd o 264,76
gigawaits (GW) in June,

s wear's siuaton slands
conirast to last year, when
hydroclectric power played a
cruciol rale in mesting ¢vening

on thermal
CosumpLion il

Pt

guarter.Latest data from the

persd since 2023, The sustuaned relinnee
also pushed coal
power planis abowve
supplics during the first two momths of the
Central

Electriciny Authority shows the country’s

rignfall deficii, a semior official
said However, coal supplics 1o the power
sector pathered some pace in June, with
dispatches by Coal India Led (CIL) — the
country s largest coal miner — rising 7.5%
==y, aceonding Wocompaity daia.

That marked a sharp acceleriion
fream the 2.2% growth recorded in
Say, indicating stronger coal
movemenl [0 power  plants as
thermal generation remained
elevated. Motably, CIL aceoums for
ahout 3% of the coal supplied 1o the
power ector in hidia, wiile neary
A% ol its total offtake goes to power
utilitics,

peak demand dunng summer when
solar output  drops. However,
mminfall deficit has altered  the
equation. Wikl ydro generators
PrEOTIE SN FeSeTvWHT ConseTvatinn,
grid operators are relying maone on
thermal sources in providing Nexible peak-
hur generation.

Stress nm coal paower

Througlwat the April-Juneg period ihis year,
coal=lired generation has remained
elevated, with output climbing o
352,7253% MU — the highest for the

ek |

3% GW thermal fleet consumed 1568
million tomnes {mt) of coal durmg Apnl-
May 2024, apainsi supplies of 147.2 mi,
resulting in a drrerdiovam in inveniones,

The higher dbermsal generation reflecied the
need o mest sustpmed demand  from
elevated mght-tune  lemperatures i
agriculiural consumption pmid a menscon

Grvbl operators turn io gas-hased
MweEr

The sliggish progress of southwesi
mipnsoon has  also prompied the
corniry 's top grid operator 1o turm e
expensive gas=hnsed power this summer,
Cinn June 29 Grid Controller of India (Grid
India) msued an advisory asking pas-hesed
power stations o plan fuel procurerment
amaEngements, anticipatimg the need lor
addivemal gas-fired generation for 10-15
diys im July,




Heavy rain batters Mumbai;
orange alert in city, red alert
for Thane

SrinppeardAgency)
Heavy ramn contimued (o losh Mumbag and
its meighbouring districts of Thamwe, Raigad,
and Palghar Frnday morming, with
waterlogging reported in low-lying aneas of
the cioy, lowing mrafic, with an omange alen
in plagce noross the region,
The unabated showers also iriggered
waterlogging across several pockets of the
flumban Metropolian reglon, According 1o
the weather bureaw, rainfall is expected 1o
intensify from Friday, when a low-pressure
svatermn 15 forccast to develop along the
upper-air circulation,
IMITY has stated the possability of heavy 10
extremely heavy rain in Mumbai till July 5,
while igsuing an orange alert in the region
andd placing Thane distnict under o red alert
startiing July 4. An erange alen is issued in
the likelihood of 1156 mm o 2044 mm of
rainfall within 24 hours, while a red alen is
gounded amid the possibility of extremely
heavy rmnfall above 2044 mm within o
day. Several areas in Murmbai received over
100 mm of ramfall within 24 hours on
Friday, the fifth consecutive day, While the
city remained relatively dev, recziving only
15 mm of rainfall between 8,30 am and 3,30
pm as recorded by IMD ohservaiories,
showers gathered pace nlterevemng,
Data 1ssued by the Brhaomumba
Mlunicipal Corporation {BMC) showed thad
hetween B am Thursday and & am Fraday,
Moandavi received 130 mm of rainfall,
followred by Malabar Il (145 mm), Fos
(140 mm), Andher | 136 mm}, Versova (129
), Powai (124 o), and Bhandup (117

i),

Court awards life-term to
nine cops for custodial death

Mumibai.fAgency)
A special court in Washim on Thursday
sentenced mine policemen to life
imprisomment for the custodial death of a
man belonging o a denotified tribe in 2011,
Thee court Found the men guilty of the murder
af Begya Mamu Pawar, who had died
-.:u:ﬂn:ldi.' after HLI{T'?.‘I'IHE'-"-‘ injuries ingluding
multiple frsctures om May 10, 2011 in Riso
in Washim district of Mahamshira, The men
were also found guilty of attempiing o
murder Baju Pawar, who was also assaulied
i eusteddy. The court said that the two men,
wihar worked as labourers, were toruned for o
confession and were beaten brutally, The
court alsg convicled some of the accused
under charges mcluding  the  Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe {Prevention of
Anrocities) Act as the victims belong o the
Pardhi community, o denotified tribs,
“Ini this case, ample evidence of prosecution
withesses shows that Begya Pawar was
brutally beaten while taking his custody ancd
during mtemegation 0 the pole station,
The interrogatiion in the police station was
within four corners of pelice station. Hence,
there was no eyewitness 1o the beating.
Evidence of some witnesses shows that
when Begyva Pawar was taken in the custody
his health was pood, But post-morem
report, . shows that there were 44 multiple
injues, coniugions and r|1u||'i|.1||.' frauc nures
an the dead body of Begva Pavar,” special
Judge J P Zapate said.
The prosecution led by 5 ™ Baloo had said
that between May 9 and May 10, 2011, the
atcused policemen went o the home of
Begya around 3 am, while he was slecping,
with his wife and children, agesd 11 and 7, 10
the house with him, The policemen beat
Begrya up and also :|:15:|.||.|[|.'-:|.F|'-I||-\_'r members
af the community, including Baju.

Bengaluru-based company
tests 700kg e-aircraft

BEMGALURU{AzEney)
Citv-based Sarla Awviation completed a
flight-test campaign For Sylla, iz hall-scale
electric vertical take-off and landing
(e TOLY technology demonsirator, on July
I, The demonstrator logged more than 500
tests and over 18 hours of Dight testing
across s1x months, making the T kg-class,
T 5-metre-wingspan  aircrafl the heaviest
electric airorafl ever to take ofT in India.

The first vession — Sylla 10 — 15 builg fo
validate aircraft-level and syatem-level
integration under real operating conditions,
The time elapsed from design o fight was
under 12 months, which was conducted
withina budget of less than TISD 13 million.
“Sylla has given us the data we set out (o

capiture, and those learmings are already sha

pingg our next-gen arcrafl a owe move
towards transiton amd sustsined wing-borme
flight on owur jowrney W oour &1 aar taxs
Shunya,” said co-founder and chief techno-
logy officer Rakesh Gaonlar,

The company 15 India’s first o build and My
a T kg-class electric aircrafi capable of
vertical take-ofl, fly a 400-volt electric
power-ikain architecture, dermonstrate a
distribuied-propulsion wing system;
complete full-stack ground testing in
accordance with airworthiness regulations.
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construction’, bulldozer action looms

Ayodhya Police get 24-hour remand of key accused, say fresh searches at
his home led to recovery of Rs 20.39 lakh

Locknow.Agency)

Ayadhya Police on Thursday got 24-hour
custody of Avinash Shukla, one of the sight
arrested accused in the Ram temple domation

thefi case, a day after he was questioned in
jail following the alleged setzure of cash
amad mmeriminating decuments from s
home, Secking vao-day cusiedy  of
Shukla, the police told the courn that they
want o take him o some of the places for
the recovery of cash,

Sources said that fresh searches of his home
hiadd led 1o the recovery of Bs 20,39 lakh in

from him carlier by the trustees and vernily the
details about his duiy i the temple.
Following the verfcation along with s
questioning  inside the jail, we filed the

demominations of Rs 300, 200, [0, 50, ===

20, and 10; and USD 1121 in the
denominadions of 1, 340, 20, 10,5, and 1.

The maximum cash was in Ks 500 application i the court on Wednesday
denomination over 3000 currency  seeking his custody for recovery of cash,”
notes."The court had carlier granted  said a semior police officer involved in the

permission o nterrogsie Shukls mside the
pul 1o cormoborste the recovery of the cash

Police

probe, The polhice are believed to be taking

Shukla to hus native village, E1:||:lurlur. i The

Maheshzan) arca of Pratapgarh district, and
lnter to Kaushalpun locality in Ayodhya city,
wiherz he used 1o live with his elder brotdher
Amit, who isateacher.

have so far arrested eight people,
including Shukla, in econnection with the
alleged emberzlement of donation money,
The other seven are Lavkush Mishra,
Amnukalp Mishra, Manish Kumar Yadaw,
Karunesh Pandey, Ramashankar blishra,
Rom Shonkar Yacaew alias Tinmo Yadoay, and
:';:IJIJI1IIHI'I F';-TI'- aslayy, “illll!lil“lrllw.ilr "I'rill.lil'- :dli:dﬁ
T, considered 1o be close to the general
secretary of the Temple Trust, Champat Rai,
hsd exercised s nfluence o recnnt his
nephew Manizh in the counting job, while
Lavkush Mishra, Anukalp Mishra,
Ramashankar Mishra, Earunesh Pandey, and
Subhnsh Snvastay allegedly got the help ol
trustee Al Mishra to get the job of counting
cash.

Advocate fee paid by accused client not
‘proceeds of crime’: Allahabad HC

The petitioner had approached court against the State Bank of India freezing his
account on the cyber cell’s instructions citing alleged fraudulent transactions.

Lucknow, (Agency)

The Allzhabad High Coort has come doam
heavily om the Uttar Pradesh Police’s cyher

cell For freezing the bank accounmt of a
lwwver on the ground that the fee paid Lo
him by his cleent might b part of the
amount the accused was charged with
siphoning off., and directed the state
SOVETIment to file an affidavit 50 as not to
interfere with the “dispensation of justice in
courts"

The diviziomn bench of Justices 11 Munir and
Adun Bumar, in its order dated June 25,
observed, “The petitioner is an Advocate
He can be paid his fee by the Government,
by a respectable man or o man who s not so
respectable. An Advocate could be

defending an accused who is indeed involved
in a big scam or frand but when fee is remitted

by such an accused tw s learmed Counsel n
pccount the money connot be smd to be
lawitul

procecds of crime.”™ “lt is the

remuneration of the learmsed counsel which

MmNy, an
describing it as a cyber fraud or the money as
proceeds of a4 cyber fruud or other crime it

Aulvocate’s account iz frozen

could become very difficult fiw Advocates
L4 -:|i~.|.'|'|.'|r't'_q_' their |'|r'-::lﬁ."“i|'|l'|:l| duties nnder
the Advocates Act. The Nmctioning of the
Courd wisell would be embamassed.” the
bench further noted. The court directed the
Additional Chief Secretary (Home) to file
an affidavit within two weeks, clanfying
how seizure of an “advocate’s accoumit,
rade by sumdry officers of the police, = o
be dealt with =0 a2 not o inferfere with
dispensation of justice itself in Courts™. The
bemch stated, "It would be guite a different
matter, if an advecate is himself mvolved in
a criminal offence amnd has credits of modaey

IIT Gondhinogor to develop
country’s first own cooling
tech for EVs, Al infra, troins

Ahmied abad {Apgency)
An Indian Institute of
Technology Gandhimagar
(TGN reseanch team has won a
Rs 20 lakh seed grant to develop
the country’s first indigenous
cooling technology for electric
viehicles (Ews), tramns, high
performance  electronics,  and
artificial intelligence
infrastructure. The mechnology
cun sdidress two magor issues:
cooling of the Fast-growing Al-
driven data centres, and safety
congems around EY  battery
thermal management, TGN
stated.
The researchers won the grant on
Tuesday at “MATRELx (Matenals
Research, Innmowvation and
Entreprencurship Expol 2026,
arganised by the Indian Tnstiiute
of Metals (16}, the professional
oy fior metallurgists.
“This indigenous manufEciring
technology could help sddress
incustrinl thermal management
through 8 now generation of
liguid cold plates. Titled
FAdvanced Chill Tech,” this
innovation rethinks how ligquid
cold plates are manufEchored,

creating an avenue for an
affordable, scalable and
sustainable innovation,” the

TI.'HL'?!I'I_'I'I [E=in I.'Iili"ll."\-lj.

TII!’.' LeEm I'IiL"'\-\. H]HH rI'lL’\l:I. il r‘i'll.L"I:I[
application jointly with its
industry partner, Epsilon
F.I'IE'iI'II."I."T'iI'I:i:_ Pvi. Lid, The
technology has also reachead
Technology Readiness Lewel
{TRL} 7, with prototypes
:"\-\.II.I.'l:I."HHrIJI.]}' 'l.'ill.l.LIillL'-Ii i1|
operational eovironment. The
largest prototype can withstand
[pressun of more than 35 bars
{well above indusiry
requirements) and  has  passed
Fatigue and tensile testing,

The project was led by Al
Arora, an associsle professer af
IITGH s Department of Materials
Engineering, together with
Prachi Sharma and Rizwan

iin

wiould be duly enmed after the engagement is 0 his account that are proceeds of his own
discharged. If for the remittance of iy sumof crime.

School van, tanker slip into ‘holes’ as Surat
roads break down after 1st showers

Sworal. (Ageney)

The first bouts of rain on Twesday and
Wednesday have mken a toll on the
city s roads, at least six of which have
given way to potholes and cave-ing
that caused several accidents, but
ne imjuries, luckily,

These six rosds were re-canpeted
m the last six months. Flooded
with complaints, Surat
r'.-'ll.|||||."i|'|:|.| f'l'-rp-.lr.dli-:m 1S}
has issued motices w the Four
contraciors wha had won tenders
fior the six reads.

Cave-ins were noticed at three
locations on a freshly laid 400-
metre road m Mota Varachha,
trapping o truck and a car A van
camying  schoolchildren fizll into a

sinkhole in Limbayvat on Wednesday, SMOs

Locals nushed o the scene and rescwed
the kids. Mo one was hunt.

O Thursday, a water tanker found itself
trapped at a caved-in road portion in
Dindoli; in Udhna, a tmuck’s wheels
shipped into apat. The Dindoli incrdent
saw a raffic jam since the hole was in
the micldle of the rosd, It took @ fiew

hours for officials 1w remove the
tanker. The roads that sufTered
damages were reworked afier the
completion of & Surat Municipal
Corporation  project to lay  water
supply pipelines for newly sdded arcns

amd where deainage lines were laid.

hydraulic wing issued the
notices o contracitors Hindustan
Fabrication {Udhna Zone), SVR
Construction Company (Randery, P
Dras Infrastructure Pyvi, Lid (Sarthana),
AW Patel (Athwa), for the alleged
substandan] work, directing them 1o
repair the roads or bear the expense if
the corporation carmies oul the repairs.

SMC hydraulic department execulive
engimeer 5C Yasava said: “The work
i lay droking water distibution
pipeline for the newly added arcas
started in October 2025 and was
completed in the first week of June this

wear. Adolal of 83,293 metre of

the water distribution line was
laid by roadside, and |1.9% km
of water distribution line was
laid with a trench bencath the
existing roads in the city. We
hiove netced and recerved

|.'||r|1rl|:|||1l'\.' ill:ll'\llﬂ (= i1|l"\. il

r‘l'\lrlil!:ﬂll‘\. '|'.|||:r|.' |.|'II.' lr|.'1|q_'|‘| i1|

the stormwater drainage and
drinking water networks
collapsed.”

BMeanwhile, SMC standing commitice
chairman Hajan Patel noted, “We
received  complaints  from  citizens
about cave-ins, and 1ssued notices 1o
four contractors, They should bear the
expenses incurred.

In the ootce, we have told the
contractors o stay alert and ready with
materials to repair such
should they appear.”™

cave-ins

Cureshi, a fnal-vear doctoral
siudent in the departient.

A five-minute drive from Nariman
Point to Cuffe Parade? Mumbai's
next sea link is back

Mumibai Agency )

Three veurs after i was shelved following opposition
from local fshermen, the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Development Authority (MMBDAT  has
revived 115 proposed cosstal brdge linking Manman
Poimt and Cuffe Parade, a preest |.'I-.F||:|.'l|.'|.| Y]
dramatically alter connectivity in szouth Mumbai's
business district.

The 1_E6&%-km, Bs 38E-crore bridge, which promises o
reduce  peak-hour travel time between the two
neighbourhoods from nearly 25 minutes 10 just five,
has entered the environmental clearance stage. Afer
seguring the Maharashira government™s approval fora
revised alignment in December last vear, the MMBEDA
has mow approached the Maharashira Coastal Zone
Management Authority (MOCZMAL for permission (o
build the project in the Coastal Regulation Zone
(CRL)

The proposed brdge will begin from Dorabi Tata Baoad
al Mariman Foint, run along reclaimed land for a short
stretch before extending over the sea on stills in a
double-decker configuration, and terminate at Caplain
Prakash Pethe Murg in Cuffe Farade,

The project was orginally tendered in 2022, with Lar=zen
& Toubre awarded the contract the following vear,
I I-::-“ CWLT, '|'|Ilrk W ill'liﬂllil.l:ﬂll\_'l.l [11] _"'::'1 3 :dr.[I.'T TI.'H'iI.II.'1I|H
amd fishermen ohjected 1o the alignment, saying it
would pass through one of the aiy’s last remaiming
traditicon:al r"ix|1i1|_|:_ hunds,

Surat SOG DCP among six officers promoted to IPS

Twenty-six Nasir Nagar residents who moved the court have alleged that SOG personnel were

at the site when the demolitions were being carried out.

Surat. Agency)

One of the six Gujarat police officials
appointed nte the Indmn Polce Service
(IS on Thursday s a respondent 1 a
petition in the Gujarat High Court filed by
the poople displaced by the demolition of
over shanties in Surat’s Masir Magor on Moy
10, Rajdeepsinh Nakum 15 currently posted
as the deputy commissiener of police of
Special Opermtions Group (500G} in Surat.
Mlong wath Makum, three more police
afftcers, including new Ahmedabad |'||||i|.'|.'
chief Anupam Singh Gahlaut, have been
named as respondents in the case,
Twenty-six MNasir Mogar residents  who
maved the court have alleged that 5S040
'Fl\_'l'.‘\.l::ﬂlﬁl.'l were  al ||1I.' '\-iilﬂ '«'II'II.'1I |.|‘II.'
diemaolitions were being carried out,

While Makum refused to comment on the
diemaolitions, stating that the matter was sub

judice, he said he was “very happy” about  inte the 1PS as per the July 2 notification notification te this effect was issued by the
his promodion. A ostive of Wadhwan i signed by Sanjeey Kumar, Under Secretary Ministry  of Home Affairs (MHA} on

51'l.|n_'|||.|m|1:|;.;:|.'r -:lir:[ril:l_ Makum™ father
was & drasving teacher in a government
zchool in Lakhiar taluka. MNakum has
stuched Englsh literature ot the Cujaml

University and worked &% a tescher at a |

govermment school for three years, Later,
he was employved as a deputy section

wfficerat the Gujarat High Court, where he |
Afdter first

served from 2006 w X1
agsuming the role of a police officer, he
was made a probationary officer in Anand
disimet in 20013, He then worked with the
State CID Crime in Veraval. He was also
posted in Dang (from 2006 to M08} and
Botad. He was appointed to his cument role
in 2022, He 1s the father of three children
The promoticns of five other THCPs along
with Makum were cleared wo be  inducted

t the Umion government, Along with
Makum, DUPs Bharwtkumar Bathod {posted
in Ahmedabadl, Praful Yania, Rajeshkumar
Parmar, Kalpeshkumar Chavda and Rakesh
Dresan {posted i Ragkot) were also cleared
for prosnotion w the PS5 by the Centre, A

TI‘ILIF."H.I.III'_-'.
These officials will remain on probation
for a year. The notification says, “Unde
sub-section (1) of Rule 9 of the Indian
Police Service (Appointment by
Promotion) Regulation, 1955, Six police
officers of Gujarat  holding Deputy
Commissioner of police mnk in the
Gujarat  Pohce Service have been
appoiniesd it the Indian Police Service
on  probation, and they have been
allocated to the Gujarat cadre under sub-
rule 1 of rule 5 of the Indian Police Service
(X ‘aclret Fules, 19%4, as mentioned m the
notification. The officials will remain on
probation for one year and will also he
imwfucted into trwining for the Indian Police

Service, "
o0 o



NEWS BOX
India series win hoosts
Ireland's status in international
cricket: 0'Donnell

Mew Delhi,. (Agency)
Cricket Ireland president Bryan O'Donnell
believes Ireland's historic T200 series victory
aver [ndin has transformed the team's standing
im world cricked, spyving the breakthrough will
maks the side o more atirpetive appenent for
leading nations and pave the way for higger
international opporiunities

[reland stunmed rergaing TX world champions
[ndea 2-0 in Balfast to register thelr Ara-ever
hdlateral semes victoey over India dn any Foemat.
FDomnell beliswes the landmadk triompls wall
have an unmediale impact on Insh encket, bath
an amd off the field. "l 15 podng o be by
inslantanecus because it ia a huge W foe o
players and on that basis, they will probably
hesonse avadlable in other arens ol the game,”
¥ Donnell was quated as saying by PTLL

*Ti has a hups impact becnuse W elevates the
players. It lifis the podential performance of
[rish cricket hugely" he added. According o
FDonnell, the biggest pain from defeating o
porwcerhionse like Indin will be the shifi in oo
[reland are perceived internadionally

1 think we would be more acceplable a3
appoaition than we may hive boan leretofore,
[1 15 amoving alevation.

"I = showing a retwrn on the level of input that
Cricket Irgland are willing to put imta the game
in this country with the help of the 10C. Af
present, & larpe investmient is going on into the
infrastructure surrounding Irish cricked,” he
sid,

Fvmaell also expects Ireland's paricipation
i the upeamang Ewropesi T3 Premier Leagoe
o accelerate Uhe tean’s growith while providang
players with valuable financsl opportunities,
"Absoluiely. Providing the opposition is of o
certain level, it has to be beneficial. It is olso
apening potential for other incoms strenms for
il players ot the higher end of the game.” he
sid,

He believes Insh plavess stand e pain
sugmafieantly from the presence of cricket greats
Stewe Waugh, Bahul Dravid and B Asbwin,
whio will be invalved with the woansament.
“They will leam from observation. They will
learn from mieeting these legends and picking
ilzir brains and possibly pick up tips for the
henefitofour playvers. " They are very anxious 1o
mve with the game and bring Irish cricket up
io speed. [F that corries through to players
giross the system, then [hink we're an the right
paih," he said

[ndean-barm fast bowler b Meondra emerged
&3 the star of Ireland's senes won over Shoeyas
[yer's side, and O'Donsell reiterated  that
Creket Ieland remais open o players wha
qualify through residency orancesiny.,

“We're open to all tnlent, provided they qualify
cither through living in Irelnsd or through
grandparents or other family connections
Wi're an open book

World Cup: Ronaldo
consoles Modric as
Portugal knock Croatia
out in late VAR drama

Mew York. [Apency)
Cristizmo Bomaldo embraced a tearfiol Lok
Bloadreic after Portugal ended Croatia's FIFA
Waorld Cup campaign with a dramsatic 2-1
victory in the Roand of 32 on Thursday.
Soments after a kengthy VAR review denied
Crostia a stoppage-fime equaliser. Ronaldo
walked across o comfort his former Real
Sadrid teammate as Modoie acknowledged
il traveling fams in what could prove tobe his
fisal World Cup appearances.”] played many
years with Modric. [t's great to see him still
playing at the fop level® Ronaldo said afier
il match. *[ told him: Congrats, Luka. Good
huck for the future of your carser.”
The emobtional =cenes followed a dmmatic

finish in Toromo, where substimte Goncals
Ramas headed home Rafael Lenn's cross in
the fourth minute of added time 1o seod
Partugal into the Round of 16,

Croatia believed they had forced extra time
when Jeako Gevardeol fouid the met desp nts
stoppage tose, but YAR rled the goal out
after Mana Pazalic was adjudged offsude
when Igor Matanovie flicked the ball
o Portugal will mew fece Spamn in the Rouand
of 16 after the Euwropean clamplons beat
Austra 3-0 calier on Thursday Croatia had
taken tlse lead o the 530d mimote throweh Dean
Perngic, whoe findshed after Josip Stanisac's
crods took a deflectron off Ruben Dias. The
gonl saw Perigie move past Davor Suker as
Croaia's highest soorer in Waorld Cop hastory.

Portugal dominoted possession for long
periods but struggled to find a breakthroogh
until VAR swarded n penalty for Nikols
Vinsic's foul on Remato %eiga, Ronaldo
stepped up in the GRih mimwde aod calmly
comverted, becoming the oldest player o
score inamen's World Cup knockout madch ot
ihe ape of 41. It was also the first knockout-
stage gonl ofhis World Cupcoreer
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Riyad Mahrez's final World Cup campaign

Ahemdabad

cut short as clinical Switzerland reach R16

Women's T20 World Cup. ENG vs SA:
Land la're hslﬂmir last two knockout
malches h Mrica and will be

eager ko mg; ﬂﬂt streak when the two

The Ieml;g!un bl

Thursday.

Mew Delhi. (Agency)
Aloeria captain Rivad Malrez was send indo
intemational reticement  after  Switeerland
knocked his aade ont of the FIFA Wordd Cup
226 on Fridmy, July 3. Playing a1 BC Place in
Waneouver, the Swiss dominated larpe spells
of the game. sealing a clinical viewory over the
Atlas  Lions Facing o technically  gified
Alzerian side, Swieerkand sorvvived the early
pressure amd struck throwgh Breel Embalo m
the 10ih minuie. The goal, created by Johan
Manzambi afier a dazzling =ole mn,
completely changed the complexwon of the
comiest.Manzambn prcked up the ball 10 the
centre of the pitch amd dribhled past mulomle
Algerinn plagers before entering the bax from

the leti. He then squared a bow cross from the
h_',.'li||;_' 0 Embolo, who was perfecily
positioned in front of goal. With Luca Zidane
rushaiag out toclose down Manzambd, Embolao
simply tapped the ball mto an emply net 0
give Switzerland the lead.Switzerland

doubled their ndvaniage i the opening mimme
of the second half afier Algena defender Rafik
Belglali's attempted clearance fisll siraight to
Dan Mdoyve. Statiosed on the edge of the o,
the winger wasted no time in unleashing a

conser beyond Luca Zidase, making it 2-
0, The early second-half poal ook much of
the momentum out ol Algeria, whoe
siruggled to crente clenr-cut chances in
Tespense

Switzerland had the opportunity 1o exteml
their kead in the Blst mimote when Denis
Zakaria's cross evaded o sliding Emboloand
reachod an nnmarked Fabmn Keeder al the
fur post. However, despate baving an opsei
poal m frant of ham, Resder could only make
wenk comtact with his left heel, allowing
Zidane to recover and make the
ave Algenas best chance armved n the
Al mumute when Ams Hady Moussa
unlenshed o leli-lonted effont from outsede
the box. Gregor Kobel parried the shot many,
bt il ove was eventually ruled out for
offsde Speaking, after the game, e of
Alperia’s grealest-ever playvers., Hivad
Mahrer, anmounced his retirement from
imtemptiongl foothall. The capiain started
the match but was wnable w0 make a
srgmifeant ampact, Although he deliversd a
couple of dangerous crosses inbe the penaley
wrea, Alperia's lorwards failed to copitalise s
his intermntionnl corser came 1o an end with a

|1|:-1.'.q.rr|:|l low dove imo the

Wimbledon Day 5 schedule: Full order of play
featuring Novak Djokovic and Naomi Osaka

The third rousd of Wimbdedsn begins on
Friday, July 3, with Hovok Djefevic Koom
(Ozoke omd Aryna Sobalesko leading the
doy"s actien, while defending champion
Jannik Simner is sel for o serprise swilch

from Centre Comrt o Mo, 1 Court for his
ihird-rousd closh.

P Dhedhi. (Agency)
[hird-round action takes cenire stage af
Wimbledon an Friday. July 3, with 24-tims
Cirmmd Slom champron Movak Djokovic,
former World No. | MNoomi Osaka and
defending men's champion Monik Sinnsr
armang the bigpest tames in action al the All
Englamd Club, For viewers in Indii play an
the owtside courts beging at 323y PM IST.
wlidle Cetre Court acton starts at 700 PR
IST. Blatches on Mo, | Court are scheduled
te biegim ad G:30 P8 IST. The hesdlines nct on
Centre Court 8 Dpokovie, who opens the
day's play against France's Arthur
Rinderknech as the seven-time Wimbledon
champion continues his pursuit of a recond-
extending 25th CGirand Slam singles title,

Wardd Mo, 1 Sabalenka follows against
Latvin's Jelena Ostapenkn before Cannda's
Felix Auger-Alinssime iakes on American
Pdichael Zleng However, one of the higges)
talking pomis abead of Day % i3 Sinoer's

absence from Centre Court. The defending

chamyaon, who tradivonally opened the
Championships on Centre Court  on
Pdandny, has been moved to Mo, | Courd for
his thind-roud  clash  against  American
Jensaon Brookshy, Sinner also played his
second-round  match on Centre Courr,
defeating Porugal's Mo Baorges in straigl
sels abler surviving o five=set scare apainst
Bdiomir Kecmanovic in the cpening round

The decision to schedule the Waorld No. |
wwiy from Wimbledon™s premier court has
ruised eyehrows, especially given his siatus
as detfznding champion. [nstead. Mo, | Court
will begin with a high-profile  women's
singles clash betwreen Osakn and Ausiralin's
[rarin Kasatking before Sinner takes 1o the
courl. The [alian enters the match
formmadable torm, carrying a k3 recond
2026 as he continues his bid for a fifth Groand
Slam vitle The final sugles match an Mo, |
Court will =ee American stars Coco Ozl
anl Claire Liu face oft for o place in the
fourth round. Coa Mo, 2 also boasiz a
stirong  line-up,  Brazihan  teenaper  Joo
Fonsecn opens against Roman Safiullin
befiore Jessicn Pegula mests Spain's Jessica
Bowzas Maneao, The day's play concludes
with an all-seeded ¢lash between Hubert
Hurkacz and Tomimy Paul.

O Conart Maw, 3, Belinda Bencic faces Anna
Ealinskayn before Dandil Medvedev tnkes
an Germany's Jan-Lennand Stroff in a match
scheduled mod bedore 5:00 P& IST, Kamolma
Muchowvn then roumds off the singles action
against Thailand's Mananchava
SAWALLE AW,

Were Croatia robbed? Why VAR disallowed
dramatic equaliser vs Ronuldu s Portugal

Mew Delbi. (Apency)

Croatin's FIFA World Cup campaign ended in
heartbreaking  fashion afier a dramatic
sloppage-time  equalizer  against  Ponogal
was ruled owl follewang a VAR review in
Lz Bouid of 32 clash cn Thorsday,

Josko Gwardiol thoughi he hed rescued
Croatia in the 103rd mimote when he turned
the ball hose fiom close ange. sparking
jubiland elebrations among dhe players and
fans. Bot moments later, the referes was sent
Lis The [II.l.L'lIHI.dl\.' ik Bsfore os Ccrliurimag
the goal forosede, allowing Portugal o hold
on for e 2:1 victary and book a1 Reund of 16
mecting with 3pain. Earlier, [van Pensic had
handed Croadin ihe lead by converting Josip
Stanisic's cross at dbe back post. Cristinme
Romaldo responded from the penalty spaot.
calmly sending the goalkeeper the wrong
way by seore his first-ever goal in a World
Cup Eseckoul match acros six editions of
Lhe loumanmenL

With the maich hesuding towards extra time,
Porugal conch BEoberto Marine: made the
hold decision to replace Ronaldo with Buben
Mewves, The move paid immediate dividends
as Rafacl Leao deliversd an inch-perfect
croas for Goncalo Ramos, wlw powered a
header pasi the goalkeeper fo resiore
Portugal's  lead Croatda threw  everything
forward m search of another equaliser and
helweved they hid tound it in the dying
seconds, Instesd, they were left stanmed by
ane ol the mostdebated VAR micrventions of

the tourmament,
CROATIA'S EQUALIS
DA LLOWED

Croatia thowght they had forced extra
time when Gvardiol bundled the hall
imte the ned afler Ivan Perisic whipped a
dongerous cross info the  penaliy
arca. Initially, there appeared 1o be
mihing wrong with dhe move. The
asaistant referss kept the flag down and
Croatia’s players celebrated what they
bezlieved was o dramatie equalises However,
VAR immediately bepan reviewing  dhe
alincking phase, (Mhiciels conchuded thad
siriker [por Matanovic had made a slight
touch on Perisic's cross before it reached
Mario Pasalic. While the touch wos hanely
niceahle on the availablbes welevision angles,
it fundamentally changed the offside
deeciadon Onee Matasovie redirected dle ball,
Pasalic was moan offside position when he
recenved il

E R

hattome-right

Focrnd of 32 exit.

Goodbye 21 points: India

racing ahead with
badminton's new

scoring system

Mew Delhi. [Agency)
In a bold. strategic mastersirake o mainain is
stnfns as a global badminton powerhouses, the
Badminton Association of Indin (BAIY has
anmunced the immediste intraduction of the
Badminten World Federation's (BWFnew 3x12
scomng  madrix  across the entire  domestic
structure. Bather than waiting for the mandatory
imdernateenil transition in January 2027, the new
formai will make its officinl debat af the All-India
Semaor Ranking Tourngment m Emsakulam from
Tuly 7o 14, 2026
WHY INDLA LS MOVING EARLY?
The early rollowt is o calealated miove 1o nsalake
Indian players, coaches, amd technical officials
from "formad shock”, By embedding the system
uito all age groups - from Under-11 up to the

Senior and Masters Mationals - BALjs providing
acnical compriitive cushen.

BAL Genernl Secretary Sanjay  Mishra
highlighied the mecessity of this wansition:"This
decision has been tnken o ensure that players
across all age proups develop familiancy and
competitive adapiabality to the revised scoring
fonmatl. thereby ensuring a smooth transition
when the system is adopted iternatwomna] by,
THE RULE SHIFT EXPLAINED: X1 DHOWHN
TS

While matches rermpin & besi-of-thres, rally-
point aflair, the imtemal mechanmes  have
signifeamly tightened: The Cap: Gamies are wion
at 15 pornts dnstead of 21 The Setting: A fwio-
point margin s required from [4-all. IT a
stalemate ceeurs, sadden death kieks iy al 20-all,
capping the game at 21, The Intervals: Mid-gome
slruciural breaks doop from 11 poanls o 8 pomnis
(acoompanicd by o 60-second interval and a
change of ends inthe decidmg thrd game ).

Nagelsmann quits Germany job after World Cup
disaster, Klopp favourite to take over

Julion Nagelsmann has stepped

down os Germany's heod coach ofter
the four-time world champions
crashed out of the FIFA World Cup
2026 in the Round of 32, ending his

nearly three-yeor tenure in charge.

Mew Delhi. (Agency)

Julian Magelsmann has resigned as Germany
hend coach following the team's shock exil
from il FIFA World Cup 2026, ending his
nearly three=yvear spell in charge. The decisian
cames just days afler Germany were knocked
oul by Paraguay u a penalty shootoat in e
Round of 32, with former Liverpon] manager
Jurgen Elopp o the fvoursite o take over

Magelsmann, whis ook charge in September
2025, had a contract untl Bomo 2028
Howewver, Germany's disappointing  World
Cupr campingn pul bes Duiore opder Sendus
dowhi, Reporis said dhe Genman Foothall

Associstion (DFB) psked the 18-year-old 1o
consider siepping down afier the defeat io
Parngmay or risk heing sacked. The dommer
Bayerm Munich and RB Leipeig coach
has now chosen 1o resign. By leaving
o s o, Bagelsmanm is expected 1o
receive arownd AELS million im
compensation instead of heing
dismssed His depariore emds a tenure
ihnt began with high expectations
Ciermany  appointed Nagelsmann 1o
rebuild the national team after o series
aof poor performances al ol
towrnaments.  Instend. another early
World Cup exit has raised fresh
questions about the team's direction
and the DFB's long-ierm
plans. Speaking afler Cermany's
elimination, Nagelsmann admitted his
tewm had fallen well belbow the standard

cxpected of a four-tme world champion. ™[

vou are eliminated by Pamapay, woun are just
not 4 firsi-class foothall twane 1 am very
dasapprouited.” MNagpelsmaimn said.

Chespite the criticisnn, be had madis it clear that

he wanted to contimee 1f the DFR hacked
him “[f the DFB wanis me 10 continue | am
poing o continue, | know the mechanics of

fsmiball. 1 knosw biow the industry works” b
gl "] Emow o ot of people wall want me 1o
legve bt [ would kowve to continse if the
ftball asaociation wants me 1o

Aftention has now tumed o Jurgen Elopp,

who has long heen linked with the Ciermany
job. Klopp siepped down as  Liverpool
manager in Hi24 and hes heen working as a
television pundit for German
broadoaster Magenin  during  the
Woarld Cup.

Eadier m the toumament, Klopp sad
he would be w i||i|'u_.' i coach
CGrermany if the opporbenity came, "]
nm aunileble. IT the DFBE wants it
then [wall dothe Buro 2028 awd i o
then they have to tell me. I'm
siemreone who s away,” klopp
sald Alier Gemmany's exit, howewer,
be refused o discuss the vacancy in
detail. "] understand thed my name is
being mentioned. But this 661 the
mamend by talk abaont 1t and certamly
oo with me.” Klopp said Klopp was
nne ol Ceermany's strongest critics
during the towrnament. He questioned ihe
leam's performances and said they faled 1o
show tlwe quality expected from a side with
plavers such as Floriaon Wirkes and  Jamal

Miusianla
o0 o
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'I'm An Artist, Not A Politician':
Diljit Dosanjh On Bemng Asked
About CJP Protest

inger-actor ljit Dosanjh recently
interacted with fans during an Instagram
Live session, where he answered questions
on g vanety of topics. Among the many queries,
one fan asked him about the ongoing protest ad
Jantar Mantar bed by the Cockreach Janta Parnty
{CIJE). While reacting to the guestion, Diljit made
it clear thai he prefers not to comment on it He
said that he was unaware of the situation due o his
I"IIh:r ALIER Tl:'\llll !'\-I\.'I'IE'\I:IIIIE Hl:' fl.lhl\.h III:._:I:'I1 I'II:‘\'::II1II= [ 4]
k:;'r_'|1 ham ol |'|I"|'-n|1rx|~._ F‘illinl_f thiat he 1% naot f
_ politician and would rather remaim focused on his

-,.-"""* work @S an enfertainer,
‘ Dviljit Posanjh's Reaction When Asked Abouwt

CJFP Protest At Jantar Mantar

When psked about the CIP profest al Jantar
A Mlamiar, I_‘.Ill_ii1 :_1|1|1r.;|n:_'|_'| xl.|1'|1n'=|:_'|_'|_ .;||_|||11II|11g thiat
he was unaware of 1t a5 he had been occupied waih
hi= Aura Tour. He then urged people 1o keep him
away lrom protesis and political discussions
because he considers himself an antist and not a

Trolled: ‘She Gifted Me 1100 Trees' [

ia Mirea recently found herselfatthe receiving end ol online trolling 54
afbter s |_'|1|1 from Soha AL Khan's |1|||:|n;i|-.l e viral, In the viden,
the actor spoke aboul an inckdent involving her S-yvear-old son
Avvaan, who scolded a delivery agent for banging coconut waler in
plastic bags with plastic straws. While Soha praised the chld’s
comviction, several social media users eriticised Dia and her son, with

somne calling the episode an example of “entitled arogance.”

Armid the backlash, actor Richa Chadha has now corme out strongly in
support of Dia. Taking to X, Bicha defended the actors long -standing
work in the feld of environmental awareness and also called ol
|:5-l.'“|||'|||.' Finn :|Il:;|.'l.i||_|:l_:: child,

Richa Chadha "4 politician. *Bro, keep me away from protests and
oA . f i 4| . P F
Defends Dia Mirza by such things. 1 am an antist. | am nota politician,” he

A Trolling K said,

Richa reposted a note
by o social media user
who aecused Dia of
|1|l.":1|.'|||r'|_|:l_ L"'L'IIIII_I:'_iI.':II LiL
consciousness while
allegedly driving a
Jaguar, Responding

to the criticism,

I{il\.‘llil wrale a Il::lllH

nofe on X amd /
questioned why actors are ofien |‘||-.|.'-::-||.|::g|‘.'-:| from a|'||.'“.|kir|3.' Lp I 4
“¥'all wonder why actors don’t speak up? (Damned if you do,
damned il you don’t!y Apart feorn the routine haranguing by the
uwsnal, brin=dead suspects, there’s also this! OF course punch up y
yaar, actors ki memtal health ka kva ha. Aaye din swicides kar ke l'-ri f
salacious news cyveles ko feed bhi kama (o artist ka kartavva hona
chahiye /
Haina® Women with privilege will be shamed if say anyihing y
outside the syllabus. Lipstick, bikini, GEWM, OOTD, make-up 38
haul et al.” she wrote.

Richa then highlighted Dia®s envirommental work and said that
people trolling her could at least do a basic secarch belore making

He further added that 11 is impossible for
everyihing m the world to be perfect or entirely
: right. “Everything can never b nght. Everything
in this world can never be right,” he sad.
He also quoted a line from the G Granil Sahils,
'IH.'IrIi:l‘i I'll.ll‘i.lli}'i: '\ill"‘." SANEAT, 50 hl.lli.l‘liil. |I"\- LRI
adhanr.” Diljit further said that while his name is
offen dragged into such motters, he wishes well
for both sides mvolved, He retferated that he was
not famibiar with the issue and therefore did nod
have anything more to pdd.
Driljit Dosanjh's York Front
it Dosamgh was last seen n the Imtipe Al
directorial Moin Vaapas Asunga, o period drama
=21 ggamnst the backdrop of the India-Pakistan
Partition. The film, which also stars Maseeruddin
Shah, Sharvari and Vedang Ramng, has emerged as
ane of the notable successes of 20246, eaming
strong audience appreciation and sicady bhox
office groawth on the hack of positive waord of
i,

"Until She Feels She Has Found...":
Stebin Ben On Kriti Sanon's Wedding
Buzz Amid Kabir Bahia Dating Rumours

“hast FY 1, & |_1|_'-._':t;|1|._'ill; = mvalved wiath a bamhboo pAaper company,

means no frees are cul (o manufacture paper, and WITTHOUT, a plastic
recycling start up that makes very cool sunglisses. She's also produced a
lovely short on the chimate, ot screens st PardaFaash, Moumbai, tomormow
30726, Check these things oul, becanse il wou can bully o 5 vear old, you
can a&l=e mn a hasic google search na,” Richa added

Hicha Chadha Savs Dia Mirea Doues Mot Own A Jaguar

Racha also dismissed the clam thal Dia owns a Jaguar, She smd that she has
cily seen Dia use electric cars and added that the actor has personally
inzpared her throagh her environmenial gestures,

Shreya Kalra's

BF Rishabh Jaiswal Defends Her For Revealing *
Akanksha Chamola's Bisexual 'Secret'

hreya Kalra's boyfriend, Rishabh Jaiswal, has unhome 3 secrets khud se
come 1o her defence after she revesled thal creative team ko, Mettlix team
Akimksha Chamola s bisexual. The revelation ko, Lock Upp team ko diyve ham.
was made on Netflix’s Lock Upp 2, and Rishabh took  As a lifeline use honge bakayda
to social miedia to explon fo fans how the “secret™had  unhe bataya gaya hai.” He added that
already been revealed by Akanksha to the show's  in Lock Upp 2, contestants can use
makers, and could likely be revealed evenmally these secrets as “lifelines” which can be
AWAY, reviealed to stay om the show,
Rishabh added, *Shreya ne
uska wo lifeline bata diva, sa
it's & part of the game. Usne
asa kisi ka moral dilemma va
maral preferences hamper

5 rurmdonars conbomse L .-.'-.'.ir| aboul k'.rili
Sanen’s relationship with businessman
Kabir Bahia, the aciress has received
sy brovm SINEET Stebin Ben, who s also her
hbrother-in-law. Addressing the ongoing
speculation around her personal life, Stebin sand
that choices related 10 mamiage or relationships
should never be made under societal pressure. He
alsn |'|r.a11:.'|,';] Eoriin s JEHITIEY  Im the Hincdi film
industry, commending her hard-earned sucoess and
_I.'_TI'\I'-'\Mll'liI'\- an aclress
H-.'-:_:p.'m'l':.'_ wihile '\-:|'|:_':|.l:|r|g b Copelette Imcdim, Stehin
Ben, who is marmied to Mupur Sanon, reacted to the
l:'\lII_L'_l:'\lirI:h.: III'\-iI.'II!IGNiI'\l"'\- iIIIIIIIIII ':I.ril.l WAt iil_L'_L' anl
her relationship buez. The conversation gained
micinentum after ber younger sister Nupur god
murried earher this year, Steban shared that he s
frequently asked about when Knti intends 1o get
mammiedd, but stressed that the decsion should be
entirely hers, without any cutside expectations or
A i pressure, He said, “1 don’t know why people keep
asking this, After her younger sister gof marmed,
eyveryone stared saving, “Mow it"s Kt s tum.’
Commending Kriti's inspiring rise from a small-
towm girl o one of Bollywood s top aciresses, he
said that someone who has worked so hard to build

>

nahi kiya hat.” He urged people " I hould ] ed to 1
o l-\.1l;'l|'| r;”ul:.““g hhlf‘u‘:‘l i||'|'j 5'\-i||d.. % T CARCET '\--Il: Uil MEYVET LEC LI\.IIIIIrIL [ Ll -I.Il.rl}
i = ; - ; such asgmificant hite deciswon, Stebin added, = She

Please us kasis pe jo log judge ; : . : 3
PSS RR  h: is doing exceptionally good in her career. A girl
HE I'.:: '"'l-"l e r"_"".'h" "E'p"ln ]1-' e L_ -“1 coming Lrom a el town who did well for herselt
SUYE. . 18 AgAiN [OMMORC. BVOryi i and has grown on her own. .. Give her time. Until
that the information had I'F"'"' shared Foriti feels thit she has Fowmd the best boy amd 15 sure
h_'r' Akanksha herzel Mo be '-l"""-'l'_'!‘"-"-l L1E] whct TIATTIEEE, she should nod ke that decrsion
the show.For the unversed. durimg an i 4 Undil you get that certainty, why do you have o
episode, Shreya asked SHufa rush inio mamisge? There is mo hurry, Life 15 nod
Motrarala, “Am | goang to be a | runming away."”

; : bad person it I reveal ™" Sufi Stebin further shared that he sees sewveral
“Log keh rahe ham Shreya ne Akanksha Chamolaka  peplied, “No, that’s the game." She then s o similarities between his own joumey and Krif's,
secret revedl kar diya kn “She s bisexual”, "Uska haq  clgimed, “She is bisexual,” The camera ncding that she carved her ooan path in the industry
nahi hai kisi ki sexoality pe baat kame ka™... Abhi  jgymediatelv cut to Akanksha, Citing throaegh hard work and determination, He praised
main bata doon, mujhe intermal baat pata hai”  ghe rles of the show, Shreva said ! 48 i+ her for achieving stardom on her own while
Rizhabh said i video posted on |I'Ih[i|.;_.:|..!ll'l Hesaid  ghai ihe “secret” had now been i .3 * % remaining humble and deeply connected to her
that Shreva did not reveal Akanksha's persomal  yeed gs part of the game; two of dir. Y b | family, Expressing comfidence in het future, he HEIII|
= o her carcer looks exceprionally promising, adding
B = | =3

mformation as she had already revealed ot 10 the  Akunksha's lifelines were overy

T ; o B P i that she has an ampressive slate of films lined u
ke ax g lifeline Lne I ot L ] e [ [?
". kets x'.l feline . leavin = her with '::'nll-" OO o ‘J‘"- until 2050 pnd continues to deliver hack-to-basck
Rishabh said, “Dekho jimey contestants gaye hainid,  pemaining. > hit g

2 15,
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NEWS BOX

Florida Woman's Driveway
Stolen As Part Of Nigerian
Scam

World.(Agency)
A US woman has caught social media's attention after
becoming an unwanted victim of a scam that originated
in Nigeria, after she returned home to find her driveway
ripped up and hauled away. In February earlier this
year, Luz Lenzi came back to her house in Sanford,
Florida, about 30 miles north of Orlando, to discover a
pile of rubble where her driveway used to be, which she
had got repaired for a minor crack a few weeks earlier.
According to police, someone posing as a
representative of a real estate company hired a
contractor to redo Lenzi's driveway. The job stopped
abruptly when a $15,000 check meant to cover the
work bounced. That check had been issued by a
company called SOIL Realty LLC, listed in New
Mexico, but investigators eventually traced it back to
Nigeria."T didn't hire them, I didn't need to have my
driveway redone," Lenzi was quoted as saying by
News 6.Police said the contractor never actually met
the client and never filed a permit before starting the
work. Investigators pieced together the scam's true
origin by following bank transactions and Google
records connected to an email address used in the deal,
which led them to internet addresses in Nigeria.
“I'said, Nigeria, like in Africa? And he said, yes," Lenzi
said. "I said, how? I was shocked.”
' Was A Loser'
It remains unclear exactly how the scammer stood to
profit. Investigators suspect the goal may have been to
extort money from the contractor. They also believe
Lenzi's house was targeted because it was listed for sale
atthe time.

Nearly 3,000 Evacuated As
Wildfires Sweep Across
France

Washington. (Agency)
Nearly 3,000 people have been evacuated in southern
France and water-bombing helicopters deployed to
battle wildfires after a record-breaking heatwave last
month, officials said Thursday.
Tourists and local residents had to be moved after a
wildfire broke out in the town of Sainte-Marie-la-Mer
and spread to Canet-en-Roussillon on Thursday.
Firefighters said nearly 3,000 people were evacuated
with half of them from three campsites in the affected
area. Two firefighters suffered minor injuries, said
Pierre Regnault de La Mothe, the top regional official
for the southern department of Pyrenees-Orientales.
Two hundred firefighters and four water-bombing
aircraft were deployed to put out the blazes.
"We are mobilising a large network of volunteers," said
the prefect.In June, France experienced a record-
breaking heatwave which lasted 11 days and saw
temperatures climb above 40C in many places.
Apart from having "major impacts" on human health,
ecosystems, agriculture, and infrastructure, the
extraordinary heatwave worsened the risk of wildfires,
the World Meteorological Organisation said last
week.Interior Minister Laurent Nunez said 1,200
firefighters had been mobilised since Wednesday to
battle forest fires."Weather conditions remain
particularly unfavorable," he said on X.
The Meteo-France weather agency said a new spell of
elevated temperatures would hit the country next week,
although they are not expected to be extreme like in
June.Some French politicians have denounced what
they call the authorities' inadequate measures to help
France face rising temperatures, and the Greens on
Thursday filed a no-confidence motion against the
government.

How A 100-Hour Mission By
8 Countries Saved
Venezuelan Man After
Earthquake

world.(Agency)
For eight days, 43-year-old security guard Hernan
Alberto Gil Flores lay trapped beneath the rubble of a
collapsed building in Venezuela, unsure if he would
survive. When rescuers finally reached him, his first
request was heartbreaking: "He asked not to tell his
wife that he wasalive, just in case he wouldn't make it."
Early Thursday, Gil Flores emerged from the ruins
covered in dust, lying on a stretcher and surrounded by
helmet-clad rescue workers. His rescue brought a rare
moment of hope after a devastating earthquake
disaster that has killed more than 2,200 people across
northern Venezuela.
Trapped Beneath A Collapsed Building
Gil Flores, a night-shift security guard, was inside his
small security cabin at the Galerias Playa Grande
shopping centre in Catia La Mar, in La Guaira state,
when two powerful earthquakes struck on June 24.The
back-to-back earthquakes, measuring magnitudes 7.2
and 7.5, brought down a seven-storey building and
damaged tens of thousands of structures across
northern Venezuela. More than 11,000 people were
injured, with La Guaira among the worst-hit
areas.While the concrete structure collapsed around
him, Gil Flores's security cabin remained intact,
shielding him from falling debris and creating a small
pocket of air that helped keep him alive.A specialised
team from the Costa Rican Red Cross first detected
signs of life and established contact with him on
Sunday. His wife, Gusbimar Gonzalez, said she had
struggled with despair before learning rescuers had
found him alive.

Supreme leader's body arrives at
Tehran religious complex for funeral

Khamenei's body will be
taken to the Iraqi holy cities
of Najaf and Karbala before

his burial on July 9 at the
shrine of Imam Reza in the
northeastern Iranian city of

Mashhad, his birthplace.

TEHRAN.(Agency)
The body of Iran's supreme leader who was
killed in US-Israeli strikes that triggered the
Middle East war arrived at Tehran's Grand
Mosalla on Friday ahead of his funeral, state
media reported.Millions of people and a
coterie of foreign dignitaries were expected
to attend Saturday's official ceremony for
Ali Khamenei, with Tehran's chief
negotiator calling for a massive turnout to

avenge his death.Photos showed mourners
carrying Khamenei's coffin, emblazoned
with Iran's tricolour flag, into the Grand
Mosalla, one of the Islamic republic's most
important ceremonial venues.Others show
crowds at a pre-funeral ceremony clad in
black, as the coffin is set down against a
backdrop of red flowers and white
butterflies hanging in the air.Preparations
for Khamenei's public funeral, initially
delayed at the height of the war, are taking
place as Iran and the United States observe a
fragile ceasefire after signing a preliminary
deal to halt the conflict.Pakistan, a key
mediator in the US-Iran talks, said its Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif would be attend the
ceremony.

China, Afghanistan and Iran's neighbours in
the Caucasus region said they would also be
sending representatives.Workers were
readying the Grand Mosalla on Thursday,
while security teams stopped passing cars
and curious bystanders looked on."We are
planting flowers and watering the shrubs for

the farewell ceremony of our martyred
guide," said worker Hossein Moghadassi,
clad in a hat and a scarf to cover his face as
the temperature soared.

"People will come from all over Iran. There
will be huge crowds."Tehran's chief
negotiator Mohammad Bagher Ghalibafhad
called on Thursday for "all the Iranian
people...to write a glorious page in the
history of Islamic Iran through your
presence.""The nation's call for vengeance
must ring in the ears of the whole world,"
Ghalibaf, who is also Iran's parliament

speaker, added in a statement.

Khamenei, a spiritual figure for many Shias,
was killed at the age of 86 in strikes on his
compound in the centre of the Iranian capital.
He will lie in state for three days at the
colossal Grand Mosalla, which has been
draped in banners featuring images and
quotes of Khamenei.Multi-city
commemorationsThe ceremonies are
expected to draw between 15 and 20 million
mourners, according to officials, which
would make it the biggest state funeral in the
country's history.

Ghalibaf called it "one of the most
significant moments" in Iran's history.
Tehran, as well as the holy cities of Qom and
Mashhad, which will host later stages of the
funeral and burial ceremonies, will observe
public holidays while the events are
underway.Authorities have ordered public
and private offices in Tehran to close from
Saturday through Monday, while traffic
restrictions will make much of the city
centre inaccessible to private vehicles.

Mojtaba Khamenei to skip father Ali Khamenei's
funeral due to Israeli threats, security risks

World.(Agency)
Iran's Supreme Leader Mojtaba
Khamenei, will skip the funeral
ceremonies of his father, former
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, citing
security concerns, said his
representative in India,
Ayatollah Hakim Elahi.Elahi
attributed the decision to Israeli
threats and surveillance risks
that would make public
attendance dangerous, ANI
reported.Earlier on Wednesday,
Iran's Foreign Minister Seyed
Abbas Araghchi issued a sharp
warning to the United States,
urging President Donald Trump
to "muzzle its pets" in Israel after
Israeli Defence Minister Israel
Katz said that Iran's Supreme Leader
Mojtaba Khamenei was "marked for
death".In a post on X, Araghchi said the
United States had committed itself
under the terms of the 14-point
memorandum of understanding (MoU)
reached to end the hostilities in West
Asia, as well as restraining Israel,
warning that any threat against Iran's

leadership would draw an immediate
response.”The terms of the Islamabad
MoU are crystal clear and public for all
to see. POTUS has committed the US to
muzzling its pets in Tel Aviv. If they

ignore their master, Iran will school
them. Any threat against our People and
Leadership will receive Immediate
Powerful Response," Araghchi said in
the post while sharing the text of Katz's
remarks from a report.His remarks
came after Israeli Defence Minister
Katz on Monday reportedly referred to
Iran's Supreme Leader Khamenei and

said he was "marked for death".

Katz also called the Iranians "good
merchants", attempting to extract
concessions during negotiations and
reiterated that Israel would not allow
Iran to develop nuclear
weapons.

"If they do it through an
agreement, all the better," Katz
said, as per the text shared by
Araghchi.Earlier on July 1,
Qatar and Pakistan concluded
separate meetings with US and
Iranian negotiators in Doha,
with "positive progress"
reported on issues related to
the 14-point Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU).
Inaposton X, Majed Al Ansari,
adviser to Qatar's prime minister and
official spokesperson for the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, said that the parties
agreed to continue discussions over the
coming period, with the next meeting to
be scheduled at the earliest possible
time following the funeral processions
of'the former Iranian Supreme Leader.

US feared Israel could target Iran's top negotiators,
warned West Asian nations of possible attack

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

The US has reportedly asked countries
in West Asia to warn Iran about a
possible attack by Israel targeting
Tehran's top negotiators during the
ceasefire negotiations that began in
April.According to a New York Times
report, Washington was concerned
about the targeting of two officials --
Abbas Araghchi, Iran's foreign minister,
and Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, the
speaker of the Parliament.

The US was afraid that an Israeli
assassination effort would doom the
negotiations to reach an interim peace
deal and lead to renewed fighting in the
Gulf region, the New York Times
reported, citing current and former
American officials.Killing senior
Iranian leaders had been part of Israel’s
strategy from the start of the war. The
war started on February 28 with an
Israeli strike that killed Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and other top
officials.The officials acknowledged
that during the intense phase of the war,

Araghchi and Ghalibaf could have been
considered legitimate targets for Israel,
which was intent on toppling Iran's
hard-line government.But after the
negotiations started in April, American
officials believed that any attempt to kill
the Iranian leaders would end the talks
and reignite the fighting, the report
said.While US strikes were primarily
aimed at Iran's naval and missile
capabilities, Israel focused its early
military campaign on targeting Iran's
leadership, seeking to eliminate as
many high-ranking officials as it could.
Among those killed in Israeli airstrikes
were Iran's top national security official,
Ali Larijani, and former foreign
minister Kamal Kharazi, both
considered relatively pragmatic figures
whom the Trump administration had
hoped to engage in negotiations. The
two were involved in US-Iran talks at
the time of their deaths.

The Trump administration's concerns
over a possible Israeli plot to assassinate
the two lead negotiators underscored

how US and Israeli war objectives,
initially closely aligned, rapidly
diverged. While Washington pushed for
a peace agreement, Isracl remained
sceptical even after the initial cessation
ofhostilities in April.

The initial two-week ceasefire in April
received reluctant backing from Israeli
officials, while many in Israel feared the
United States was ending the war
prematurely. Instead of weakening the
Iranian leadership, the conflict
hardened the country's theocratic
establishment, with the Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps further
tightening its grip on power.Araghchi
and Ghalibaf have led Iran's diplomatic
efforts with countries to secure a
ceasefire and work towards a broader
peace agreement with the US. In June,
Washington and Tehran reached a
framework deal aimed at reopening the
Strait of Hormuz and laying the
groundwork for subsequent
negotiations on Iran's nuclear
programme.

Putin shrugs off fuel
shortages in Russia as he
ramps up attacks on Ukraine

World.(Agency)
Despite severe fuel shortages across Russia, President
Vladimir Putin appears unbothered by Ukraine's
increasing attacks on his country's oil refineries.
He has shrugged off the setback for one of the world's
leading oil producing nations as "not critical," dismissed
ceasefire proposals and insisted the war will continue
until his goals are met.Putin has described the attacks on
Russian energy as an effort by Ukraine to distract
attention from its losses on the battlefield, although
analysts say the advance of Russian forces has been
stymied in recent months. The Russian leader appears to
believe his government can keep the fuel crisis from
eroding his authority and support for the war he launched
more than four years ago.The Russian military unleashed
a massive 11-hour barrage on the Ukrainian capital
overnight into Thursday morning that killed at least 21
people. It was one of the deadliest attacks on Kyiv since
the start of Russia's full-scale invasion.
Here's a deeper look at the latest exchange of strikes and
Putin's refusal to halt the fighting:
Gas shortages worsen in Russia as more oil facilities are
hitThere have been more than 50 reported Ukrainian
attacks on oil refineries and other energy facilities in
Russia and the occupied Crimea since March— a barrage
Ukrainian leaders have said is intended to pressure
Moscow to end the war.At the very least, the attacks have
brought the war home even more poignantly for millions
of Russians, shattering Putin's narrative of the conflict as
something that doesn't affect the lives of ordinary people
in his country.An estimated one-third of Russia's refining
capacity has been cut off, according to Chris Weafer,
CEO of the consultancy Macro-Advisory. The attacks
have inflicted lasting damage that will be costly to fix.
Despite significant air defenses protecting Russia's
capital, a top refinery in Moscow has been hit twice. The
second strike on June 18 set it ablaze, damaging key
equipment that will reportedly take until the end of the
year to repair. With gasoline production in Russia reduced
by roughly 17% to 850,000 barrels a day, according to
government statistics, rationing has been introduced in
many regions, and motorists have had to wait in line for
hours to refuel.Crimea, which Russia illegally annexed
from Ukraine in 2014, has faced the worst fuel shortages.
Gasoline sales to individuals have been halted there
altogether.Putin downplays the impact of Ukrainian
strikesPutin chaired a meeting of government officials
last weekend to discuss the fuel shortages.
In televised statements, he acknowledged the country
was going through a "difficult period." He pledged to
accelerate repairs of energy facilities and said Russia
would consider importing gasoline to help make up for
what he described as "temporary" shortages. He also said
Russia's arms industry will boost production of air
defense systems to fend off future Ukrainian
attacks.Putin portrayed the Ukrainian strikes as an
attempt to divide Russian society, halt Moscow's
offensive and try to force the Kremlin into negotiations
on "terms advantageous to our adversary."

Death toll from massive strikes on Kyiv rises to 30

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said his forces would
"definitely” retaliate for the
Wednesday to Thursday overnight
pummelling, as he inspected an
apartment block that was partially

destroyed.

KYIV.(Agency)
Ukraine said on Friday that the death toll
from a massive barrage on its capital had
risen to at least 30 people, as both Kyiv and
Moscow vowed fresh assaults.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
said his forces would "definitely" retaliate for
the Wednesday to Thursday overnight
pummelling, as he inspected an apartment
block that was partially destroyed.The
European Union's top diplomat proposed
new sanctions on Moscow, as Zelensky
pressed the United States for licences to
manufacture Patriot air-defence missiles.UN
chief Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
condemned Russia's barrage and repeated a

ceasefire call."Attacks against civilians and
civilian infrastructure wherever they occur
are a clear violation of international
humanitarian law and must stop
immediately," said his spokesman Stephane
Dujarric.But the Kremlin vowed
to further ramp up "pressure" on
Kyiv, sticking to its no-
compromise rhetoric.

'Most massive attack'

Russia has routinely launched
waves of missiles and drones
during its invasion, Europe's
deadliest conflict since World War
II.AFP journalists in central and
eastern Kyiv heard more than a
dozen explosions and saw
residents rushing to shelter in
metro stations.In the morning,
locals stood on the rubble of
destroyed apartment blocks
ripped apart by the barrage, as smoke poured
over the Kyiv skyline.Blasts started echoing
out late on Wednesday, lasting into the early
hours of Thursday as Russian missiles and
drones rained down on residential areas in the
city centre.Mayor Vitali Klitschko described
it as the "enemy's most massive attack on the
capital".Ukraine's state emergency service

said that the strikes had killed 30 people,
increasing an earlier toll after three more
bodies were pulled from the rubble.The head
of the city's military administration Tymur
Tkachenko said 91 people were

wounded.The Ukrainian branch of the Red
Cross said its key warehouse had been
destroyed and around USD 2 million worth
of humanitarian aid lost.Debris also
damaged a building "hosting a number of
diplomats", EU spokeswoman Anitta Hipper
told AFP, adding that the EU diplomats were
safe.And in Kryvyi Rig, two people were

wounded when a missile struck a densely
populated area, the head of the central city's
military administration said early Friday.
Kyiv urged its allies to send more air
defence."We also very much count on a
decision by the United States
regarding licences for Patriots,"
Zelensky said in a post on Facebook
on Thursday.Later, after talks with
Finland's President Alexander Stubb,
| he added: "Defending against ballistic
missiles is impossible without a
sufficient number of missiles for
Patriot systems."Ukraine wants to
manufacture munitions for the US-
made missile interceptor system, but
8 defence experts say it would take time
i to set up production domestically.A
US official told AFP President Donald
Trump wanted a peace deal to end the
"senseless killing" in Ukraine.
Struggling to sleep
Russia fired 496 drones and 74 missiles,
including hard-to-intercept ballistic
projectiles, Ukraine's air force said.
It said it shot down 48 of the missiles and 476
drones.AFP reporters met several Kyiv
residents outside an apartment building
largely destroyed in the attack.
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