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Nadiad.The law and order situation
across the Kheda district, including
Nadiad, currently seems to be en-
tirely at the mercy of fate. The Local
Crime Branch (LCB), which bears
the primary responsibility of crush-
ing crime and criminals in the dis-
trict, has reportedly turned into a
'Local Corruption Branch' in the eyes
of the public. If the Range IG or the
State DGP conducts an impartial in-
vestigation into the true face of the
Kheda LCB—which has been pat-
ting its own back by flaunting its
June on-record statistics in the
media—it could expose an organized
dark empire operating under the
guise of the khaki uniform. Sources
suggest that this multi-million rupee
'special performance' was merely a
facade put up by the LCB to save
face from the relentless raids by the
State Monitoring Cell (SMC) and to
mislead high-ranking officials.
The Mystery Behind the Cancelled
Transfer: The Unbreakable Vekariya-
Barot 'Syndicate'
The biggest and most baffling ques-
tion circulating within the Kheda po-
lice department is: How did Police
Inspector (PI) K.R. Vekariya, who
has been entrenched in the LCB for

the past 5 to 6 years, manage to get
his transfer to Ahmedabad cancelled?
What political umbrella or 'massive
financial arrangement' allowed him
to confidently retain his lucrative
seat? Furthermore, Mukesh Barot—
considered the district's chief Vahi-
vatdar (financial syndicate
manager)—was given a covert post-
ing as the Second PI in the LCB. To-
gether, they have allegedly
established a highly systematic cor-
ruption syndicate that operates right
under the nose of SP Vijay Patel. The
Murky Game of 'Compromise' in
Chain Snatching and Matar Firing
Cases!The LCB has made grand
claims of cracking a chain-snatching
incident in the Nadiad West area.
However, an investigation into the
behind-the-scenes dealings and the
exchange of money in this case could

reveal shocking truths.Similarly,
questions are being raised about the
role played by corrupt officials
Vekariya, Mukesh Barot, and de-
faulter Jayesh Rabari in allegedly
hushing up a highly serious incident
involving an attack and firing at the
residence of a retired PSI in Matar.
Accused of being hand-in-glove with
bootleggers (liquor smugglers), these
officers are allegedly putting law and
order on the back burner to provide
VIP protection to criminals.
'Gandhigiri' by LCB Amid Rivers of
Liquor: Fears of a Major Hooch
Tragedy!While illicit country-made
and Indian-Made Foreign Liquor
(IMFL) reportedly flow freely across
the borders of Kheda district, the
LCB concluded its "brave" monthly
run in June by registering just 7 cases
of foreign liquor and a single case of
country-made liquor. In stark con-
trast, a look at the massive raids con-
ducted by the State Monitoring Cell
(SMC) in the district during the same
month completely shatters the LCB's
claims of efficiency. Backed by these
alleged facilitators, consignments of
country-made liquor from areas like
Gutal (Vadtal), Chalali (Chaklasi),
Bodiroji (Mahemdabad), Malarpura
& Khad (Nadiad Town), and
Kakarkhad (Kathlal) are reportedly

being smuggled into Ahmedabad and
Vadodara via trains, buses, and pri-
vate vehicles. Observers warn that
the greed of this syndicate could
pave the way for a major hooch
tragedy (poisonous liquor crisis) in
the district. Blind Eye to Gambling
Markets: A Fixed Monthly Extortion
Network, Massive gambling and bet-
ting dens are reportedly thriving
under police patronage in Chaklasi,
Mahemdabad, Nadiad Town, and
Nadiad Rural. Yet, the LCB wrapped
up its duties by showing a mere 5
cases related to gambling and cricket
betting in June. The reality, as al-
leged, is that LCB's showpiece PI
Keval Vekariya, Mukesh Barot, PSI
Champawat, and a shrewd town fa-
cilitator named Subhash have set up
'extortion shops' by manufacturing
fake complaints and applications to
orchestrate forced financial settle-
ments.  DGP G.S. Malik Sir! When
Will This Corrupt LCB Be Dis-
banded? If Gujarat's upright and
strict DGP G.S. Malik summons the
service sheets of Kheda LCB PIs
K.R. Vekariya and M.J. Barot, and
cross-references them with the list of
SMC raids conducted during their
tenure, the entire team could face im-
mediate suspension and the LCB
might need a complete overhaul.

Kheda LCB or ‘Corruption Branch’? 
Singham-Style Valour on Paper, Billion-Rupee 'Settings'

with Bootleggers Behind the Scenes!
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process for selecting the operator has include a gymnasium, canteen, grocery Ghaziabad.(Agency)
already been initiated.According to the plan, store and cafeteria, enabling women Five working women’s hostels, each with a 
the four hostels in Noida will be constructed residents to access essential services capacity to accommodate 500, will be built 

without having to step outside the campus across NCR by April 2027. Four hostels 
for routine needs,” he said. “The emphasis will come up in Noida — of them, two in 
is on creating a self-sufficient and secure Surajpur, one in Sector 85 and one in 
environment.”He said the standard Kasna — while one will come up in 
operating procedures governing eligibility Ghaziabad.
and access to the hostels are yet to be District probation officer Manoj Kumar 
finalised. The guidelines will be prepared Pushkar said these hostels aim to 
under the supervision of the officer and will p r o v i d e  s a f e ,  a f f o r d a b l e  
define which categories of working women accommodation with modern amenities 
will be eligible to avail the accommodation.and enhanced security for working 
According to Delhi govt’s department of women in the region. The hostels will be 
women and child development website, built by the state govt’s Construction 

as G+10 buildings, while the hostel in there are currently 16 working women’s and Design Services at Rs 40 crore. He said 
Ghaziabad will have six floors.Pushkar said hostels in the capital. Officials expect the they will encourage women to participate in 
a dedicated police kiosk will be established projects to significantly improve the the workforce.
within the hostel premises to provide an availability of safe housing for working The hostels will be developed under a 
additional layer of safety to the residents. women in Noida, which has emerged as a public-private partnership model, with the 
He said that the hostels will also include major employment destination with a large govt facilitating the infrastructure while 
several amenities aimed at making daily life concentration of industries, corporate private agencies will operate and maintain 
more convenient for occupants. “These will offices and educational institutions.the facilities. Pushkar said the tender 

MCG sacks 4 staff over AI image 
fraud, GPS spoofing & misconduct

Noida, Ghaziabad to get 5 working 
women’s hostels by next April

Missing GPS to broken emergency exits: School 
bus checks on after safety lapses found

Noida.(Agency)
UP Rera has issued show-cause notices 
to promoters of 76 real estate projects, 
several of them in NCR, for failing to 
upload mandatory annual audit reports 
for the 2024-25 fiscal year by Sept last 
year. The real estate regulator has now 
directed the erring promoters to upload 
the annual audit report within 15 days 
with a late fee.The biggest projects 
among the defaulters are in Noida and 
Ghaziabad, including VVIP Addresses 
Greater Noida (West) by Vibhor 
Vaibhav Infrahome, CRC Maesta by 
CRC Homes, Central Ikon by Business 
Bay Fin Infra, Signature Park by RS 
Resource, ACE Estate by Logix 
Buildestate, Avenue IV by Aura 
Buildcom LLP, The Flagship Phase 4 by 
IT Infrastructure Park, and Oasis 
Grandstand Phase-2 by Oasis Realtech.
The list also includes Metro Suites 
Bellavie by Metro Suites Homes LLP in 
Ghaziabad and Migsun Lucknow 
Central by Wilmot Infratech Private 
Limited in Lucknow.
Promoters are required to submit 
audited project accounts within six 
months of each financial year’s end. The 
Authority said it will levy a late fee of Rs 
25,000 on defaulters, and warned that 
continued non-compliance could attract 
penalties of up to 5% of a project’s 
estimated cost, as provided under 
Section 4 of the UP Rera Act.“It is 
mandatory for promoters to get their 
project accounts audited at the end of the 
financial year and to upload the annual 
audit report on the UP Rera website 
within six months from the end of the 
financial year. The report is reviewed, 
and the information is made available to 
allottees and the general public. The 
exercise  ensures  t ransparency,  
independent verification and accuracy 
of financial disclosures submitted 
before the authority,” said a UP Rera 
official.UP Rera chairperson Sanjay 
Bhoosreddy said timely submission of 
annual audit reports was a fundamental 
responsibility of every promoter under 
Rera. “Independent audit and accurate 
reporting strengthen transparency and 
build confidence among homebuyers.

News box

Gurgaon.(Agency) out on the ground.The order stated that the images using our AI detection 
Waseem used the images to secure closure mechanism, we found indicators, including Artificial intelligence was always going to 
of public complaints, making his a SynthID watermark, suggesting AI tools catch up with day-to-day governance. One 
continuation in service “undesirable and had been used,” MCG additional just hoped it would be for the better. In a 
against the corporation’s interests”. He was commissioner Yash Jaluka told TOI, adding case of technology being misused, 
terminated with immediate effect.During that the misuse of AI to was an emerging Municipal Corporation of Gurgaon (MCG) 
the departmental inquiry and personal governance challenge and that the has terminated an assistant sanitation 
hearing, Waseem admitted to editing the corporation was strengthening its inspector (ASI) for allegedly using AI tools 
photos, but the civic body found his verification mechanisms.In a separate case, to falsely show that civic complaints had 
explanation “unsatisfactory”.The inquiry ASI Sonu was dismissed for allegedly been resolved.Officials said the complaint 
described the act as “grave misconduct, using a GPS-spoofing application to mark in question concerned illegal garbage 
fraud, dishonesty, falsification of official attendance on the corporation’s digital solid dumping at a site and the photo showed the 
records, breach of trust and dereliction of waste management portal while being spot as clean.According to an official 
duty,” concluding that using AI to fabricate absent from his assigned duty location.speak ing  order  i s sued  by  MCG 
evidence on an official govt platform commissioner Pradeep Dahiya on The same day, MCG also terminated the 
amounted to serious fraud in grievance Wednesday, ASI Waseem — engaged contracts of two computer operators, 
redressal. The order also observed that such through Haryana Kaushal Rozgar Nigam Neeraj Vashishth and Ankur Arora, after a 
conduct was contrary to prescribed Limited (HKRNL) — edited field June inquiry found they had raised 
procedures and inconsistent with the photographs using AI tools and uploaded unnecessary objections in property ID and 
standards expected from a public the manipulated images to the grievance tax cases, deviating from the prescribed 
servant.“We visited the site and found portal to claim sanitation work had been standard operating procedure and delaying 
waste still lying there. When we examined completed when it had never been carried applications.

Gurgaon.(Agency) FIRs against the schools and their transport 
agencies for violating norms,” he said.The With schools set to reopen after summer 
safety drive extends beyond buses. Taking break from next week, the district 
note of the fact that children remain administration has ordered a fresh round of 
vulnerable outside school gates, the inspections of school buses in July after 
committee has also instructed all road-recent audits found serious safety lapses 
owning agencies, including GMDA, MCG, that could put thousands of children at risk.
NHAI and PWD, to upgrade road The authorities had inspected 325 school 
infras t ructure  round educat ional  buses between Jan 1 and May 26 this year 
institutions.Officials have een asked to and issued 56 challans for violations of the 
ensure warning signboards, zebra Surakshit School Vahan Policy. This 
crossings, speed breakers or rumble strips, prompted the district road safety 
and road markings to create safer school committee (DRSC) to carry out another 
zones and reduce the risk of accidents audit before the new term gathers pace.
involving children. “SDMs have been The earlier audit had found an alarming 
directed to coordinate with the concerned number of buses operating without GPS 
agencies and monitor compliance in their tracking systems. Many had non-
respective jurisdictions,” said an official.functional or missing CCTV cameras, no 
The initiative is part of the district’s horizontal safety grilles and broken failed to show police verification for the district education officer and ensure that all 
broader road safety strategy, which has emergency exit doors. In some buses, drivers and helpers on the buses. The institutions rectify the shortcomings before 
become even more important after officials found illegal tinted glass authorities also found mandatory inspections begin again in July. The 
Gurgaon recorded 1,118 road crashes in windows, batteries installed without documents in several vehicles were out of checklist has already been sent to all 
2025 — a 9% increase over the previous protective covers to prevent leaking of order.Now, the road safety committee has schools.Sub-divisional magistrate Sanjeev 
year. Pedestrians and two-wheeler users fumes, expired medicines in first-aid kits directed the regional transport authority to Singla said those found not following the 
were found to be among the most and no identification of the school for circulate the safe schoolbus compliance rules will face strict action. “Along with 
vulnerable.which they were plying.Some schools also checklist among every school through the the challan, we will also start registering 

No annual audit 
reports, UP-Rera issues 
notices to 76 projects

Section of Aravali hillock 
flattened in Mangar

Teen murders stepfather after 
quarrel, on the run

 

Mangar’s hill area, 1,132 acres are Ghaziabad.(Agency)

protected under sections 4 and 5 of A section of an Aravali hillock has been 
Punjab Land Preservation Act and flattened in Mangar, one of the most 
r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  t r e a t e d  a s  ecologically sensitive zones of the ranges 
forest.Conservationists have long and home to the eponymous Mangar Bani 
argued that the remaining forested acres grove. The cleared patch measures around 
should also be recognised as deemed an acre.Local residents reported activities 
forest under Supreme Court’s 1996 T N at the hillock around 7pm on Tuesday and 
Godavarman Thirumulpad judgment, alerted police, who found an earthmover 
which held that “forest” includes any abandoned at the site. No FIR has been 
area meeting the dictionary definition or filed so far. The forest department also 
recorded as such in government records, inspected the area. “It looks like some part 
regardless of ownership. Despite of the hill was damaged. We are 
meeting these criteria, large parts of investigating,” said Jhalkar Uyake, 
Mangar remain unclassified by the Faridabad divisional forest officer.
Haryana govt.This has always been Fresh earth cuts were visible on 

forest land. Every few years someone Wednesday along the edges of the cleared Haryana districts like Gurgaon, Faridabad cutting of trees or breaking of the land or 
tries to change its character. Villagers have patch, with the natural hill slope rising and Nuh, despite a ban on mining and laws any non-forest activity in the forest, 
repeatedly objected because once the hills immediately behind it. A damaged mesh restricting construction in the Aravalis, including gair mumkin pahar,” which it 
are cut, they cannot be restored,” said Ram fence was also found at the site. hills continue to sustain damage. In Dec recognised as deemed forest under 

The land is classified in revenue records as Singh, a Mangar resident.2024, a hillock in Nuh’s Rava was blown to notifications issued under Punjab Land 
In 2013, NGT restrained fencing, 'magda' — rainfed agricultural land — pieces by stone miners. Preservation Act (PLPA) and Supreme 
fragmentation and land-use change in even though it is partly hilly. According to Court’s declarations.In its Mangar order, National Green 
Mangar. The matter resurfaced in 2014 environmentalist S S Oberoi, repeated Tribunal had recorded the Haryana govt’s Mangar is no ordinary tract of land. Spread 
when realtor M3M claimed parts of the attempts have been made to alter the own submission that there had been past across 4,262 acres, including around 3,810 
land were agricultural. In 2016, NGT natural landscape here — trees and shrubs instances of gair mumkin pahar (rocky, acres of gair mumkin pahar, it is among the 
rejected this after a joint Forest Survey of have been cut in the past before this attempt hilly or uncultivable wasteland) being richest biodiversity pockets of the Aravalis 
India–Haryana forest department survey to level it with an earthmover.Construction wrongly labelled as agricultural land in in NCR. Within it lies Mangar Bani, spread 
found the land densely vegetated. That and mining have done large-scale damage revenue records by a patwari. over 677 acres, regarded as NCR’s last 
June, Haryana declared Mangar Bani and a to the Aravalis. In Rajasthan, entire tracts surviving grove and possibly its only The tribunal’s order directed state 
500-metre buffer a no-construction zone.of the hills have been flattened. In south remaining patch of primary forest. Of authorities to act against “unauthorised 

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
Police registered an FIR against a man and two others after 
he allegedly created morphed videos and pictures of a 26-
year-old woman and her sister using AI. The accused, 
Himanshu alias Lukka, has allegedly been harassing the 
woman for some time now.The complainant said that in 
April last year, she had gotten engaged. The accused 
contacted her to-be in-laws and cast false aspersions on 
her character, leading to them breaking off the 
engagement.The woman’s family tried to persuade 
Himanshu to stop harassing her as he was insisting that 
she get into a relationship with him, but he allegedly 
refused to stop. He then began creating morphed images 
and videos of her as well as her older sister, who is 
married, and sending them to both of them and her sister’s 
husband.He has also allegedly routinely defamed her on 
social media platforms such as Instagram by creating fake 
IDs and posting obscene comments and posts on various 
such profiles. The harassment has persisted for over a year 
despite the woman and her family’s attempts to dissuade 
him.DCP (city) Dhawal Jaiswal said they have filed an 
FIR against Himanshu and two of his associates – 
Manohar and Sonu, a father-son duo – under BNS sections 
(stalking), 351(3) (criminal intimidation), 61(2) (criminal 
conspiracy) of BNS and relevant sections of the IT Act at 
Crossings Republik police station.
“The accused’s location was traced to Punjab and teams 
have been formed to nab them,” the DCP added.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 A 19-year old youth allegedly murdered his stepfather 
with a hoe after a heated argument at their home in 
Pataudi late Monday night.According to the police, 
Shivam and the victim, Manoj (45) frequently quarreled 
since Manoj married Shivam’s mother 13 years ago. On 
Monday, during an altercation, Shivam allegedly 
attacked Manoj several times with a hoe, inflicting fatal 
injuries. Manoj died at the scene, and the accused 
escaped immediately after the incident.
Receiving a complaint from Prempal, a relative of the 
deceased, the Pataudi police station registered the case 
and rushed to the spot with a forensic team to collect 
evidence. The body was further sent for post-mortem 
examination.Police told  that raids are underway to trace 
the accused, who remains absconding.In a separate case, 
Ravi, a 32-year-old marketing executive, died on 
Tuesday night, nearly a month after he was brutally 
assaulted during a parking dispute in Sector 7 
Extension.On June 6, Ravi went to Sector 7 Extension 
Road with his friends after celebrating his brother’s 
birthday when an argument broke out with a group of 
youth over parking a car outside a shop. Ravi told the 
group that he would remove the vehicle shortly, but the 
argument escalated into a physical assault.According to 
police, as the altercation intensified, Ravi’s three friends 
managed to flee the scene. The group caught hold of Ravi 
and repeatedly assaulted him. His condition deteriorated 
the following day, leading to his hospitalisation. Doctors 
later found that he sustained a serious head injury.
After remaining under treatment for nearly a month, he 
succumbed to his injuries on Tuesday night. He is 
survived by his wife, a son and a daughter.

Three face FIR for morphing 
two sisters’ photos with AI, 
sharing them online

Noida.(Agency)
 IndiGo expanded its network from Noida International 
Airport on Wednesday, launching flights to nine more 
cities, including Jaipur, Jodhpur, Dharamshala, Bhopal, 
Dehradun, Bareilly, Kishangarh, Pantnagar and 
Chandigarh.The airline commenced commercial 
operations from Noida airport on June 15 with the 
inaugural flight from Lucknow to Noida. It has since been 
running daily flights to Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Jammu 
and Amritsar.The July 1 additions take the number of 
cities connected to the airport to 15. Akasa, which started 
operations from Noida airport on June 16, flies to 
Bengaluru and Navi Mumbai.While IndiGo will operate 
daily to most cities, it will fly to Bareilly on Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday, and Kishangarh (Ajmer) 
on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.IndiGo will start direct 
Navi Mumbai flights on July 10. A direct flight service to 
Srinagar will also start soon,” NIAL nodal officer 

Shailendra Bhatia said. Currently, the airline has a Jaipur 
layover for the Noida-Navi Mumbai route and Noida-
Srinagar flights are routed via Chandigarh.RK Shahi, a 
resident of Sector Zeta 1 in Greater Noida, who flew from 
Noida airport to Hyderabad on Tuesday afternoon, said, 
“It took me just 40 minutes to reach the airport from home, 
against the 90 minutes it usually takes to reach IGI. 
There’s no rush at Noida airport, so check-in was smooth. 
The airport is significantly improving the travel 
experience for people in Noida and Greater Noida.”
NIA expects to have the infrastructure for international 
flights, like customs and immigration, ready by the end of 
this year.The carrier, meanwhile, introduced IndiGo Lite 
Fare, a new entry-level economy option for passengers 
travelling with only cabin baggage up to 7 kg and with an 
auto-assigned seat at no additional cost. The fare excludes 
free checked baggage, allowing customers to pay only for 
the services they use.

IndiGo adds nine routes, links 
Noida airport to 15 cities
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Chhota Udepur. In a democracy, voters cast
their ballots with sacred hope. However,
when a leader fragments that public mandate
for personal greed, the citizens feel utterly be-
trayed. The political history of Akshay Patel
(Akshaykumar Ishwarbhai Patel), the MLA
from Karjan assembly constituency, reflects
not an ideal leader of the masses, but a politi-
cian revolving around power, switching po-
litical parties, and ruthlessly exploiting the
natural resources of his own constituency.
Today, the residents of Karjan are filled with
outrage witnessing his unfulfilled promises
and this game of corruption.Betrayal of Trust:
Stabbing the Mandate in the BackIn the 2017
Gujarat Assembly elections, the voters of
Karjan expressed their anger against the rul-
ing government by electing Akshay Patel on
a Congress ticket. The public hoped he would
serve as a strong opposition voice to raise
their concerns. However, ahead of the Rajya
Sabha elections in June 2020, his political
loyalty wavered. Overnight, he resigned from
the Congress party and his MLA post to join
the BJP. This was not an ideological shift, but
a sheer desire to enjoy the perks of power,
which ultimately imposed the financial bur-
den of an unnecessary by-election on the tax-
payers of Karjan.Stripping the Rivers: The
Destructive Game of Illegal Sand and Soil
MiningUnder the alleged patronage of Ak-
shay Patel, the biggest illegal trade is cur-
rently thriving in the Karjan region—illegal
sand and soil mining. According to serious al-
legations leveled by locals, the sacred rivers

and government lands of Karjan are being
plundered day and night under the direct pro-
tection of the MLA. Illegally operated heavy
excavators (Hitachi machines) and over-
loaded dumpers are ruthlessly swallowing the
natural wealth. This destruction is not only
damaging the ecosystem but has also posed a
severe threat to the very existence of villages
situated along the riverbanks.Plundering the
State Exchequer: The Multi-Crore Royalty
Theft SyndicateBehind this illegal mining
lies not just a violation of rules, but a massive
loss to the state exchequer. A full-fledged
syndicate of 'royalty theft' is being operated
on a large scale by completely bypassing of-
ficial approvals and keeping regulatory laws
at bay. By keeping government records in the
dark, crores of rupees are funneling directly
into private pockets without paying taxes or

royalties. The revenue that should have been
utilized for public development, schools, and
hospitals is instead reaching the kingpins of
the syndicate. Despite such a massive scam,
the local administration has turned a blind
eye, the primary reason being the MLA's al-
leged political backing.Deception of Farmers
and Local YouthAlthough Akshay Patel pro-
jects himself as a 'farmer leader', the ground
reality is that farmers in the Karjan-Por re-
gion are still struggling for irrigation water.
Due to indiscriminate illegal mining, the
groundwater table is rapidly depleting, de-
stroying agriculture. Furthermore, the manda-
tory rule to provide 85% of industrial jobs to
local unemployed youth remains confined 

Akshay Patel’s ‘Defection’ History and the Massive
Exposure of Royalty Theft in Sand-Soil Mining!

Principles Compromised or a Multi-Crore Scam?
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Many people have a tough time during the 
month end, not because they don't earn 
enough. It happens mostly because people 
don't manage their finances well. Here are 
a few simple steps to put into practice, 
especially if you are single.

1. Start a recurring deposit 
account:

 The right time to start a recurring account is 
when you open a salary account. The 
agreed amount automatically gets 
transferred from your salary. Also, you 
won't be able to withdraw money from this 
account midway. So, once the amount 
matures, you will have a bulk sum at your 
disposal.

2 .  W r i t e  d o w n  y o u r  
expenses:
 When you don't have any idea about the 
expenses, you tend to splurge. Therefore, 
you end up spending more than what you 
earn. Once you make a note of the 
expenses for the month, you can prioritize 
and later, adjust the budget depending on 
how much you earn.

3. Have small parties at 
home:
 Instead of heading out to a hotel or a pub 
to celebrate your birthday or any other 
special occasion, invite friends home. 
Apart from cutting down on food 
expenses, it also assures great fun as one 
can indulge in activities like cooking 
together, setting the table or a game of 
cards after the meal. These may not be 
possible if you go out.

4. Follow the 30 day rule:
 Haven't heard about that? It's simple. If 
you feel that you are in need of something, 
wait for 30 days and reconsider your 
decision to buy it. If you manage without 
that for the first 30 days, you may even 
decide not to buy it at all as your urge to 
possess it would have passed.

The developmental course of 
children's white matter volume 
may be used to predict his/her 
ability to read, the findings showed.
"We show that white matter 

development during a critical 
period in a child's life, when they 
start school and learn to read for 
the very first time, predicts how 
well the child ends up reading," 
said Fumiko Hoeft, a senior 
author  and an associa te  
professor at the University of 
California, San Francisco in the 
US.
D o c t o r s  c o m m o n l y  u s e  
behavioural measures of reading 
readiness for assessments of 
ability.
Other  measures  such as  
cognitive ability, early linguistic 
s k i l l s ,  m e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  
environment such as socio-
economic status and whether 
there is a family member with 
reading problems or dyslexia are 

all common early factors used to 
assess risk of developing reading 
difficulties.
"What was intriguing in this study 
was that brain development in 
regions important to reading 
predicted above and beyond all of 
these measures," Hoeft added.
In the study, researchers examined 
brain scans of 38 kindergarteners 
as they were learning to read 
formally at school and tracked their 
white matter development until 
third grade.
Left hemisphere white matter in 
the temporo-parietal region just 
behind and above the left ear - 
thought to be important for 
language, reading and speech - was 
highly predictive of reading 
acquisition, the researchers found.

A novel way to spot 
dyslexia in kids

4 ways to save 

Learn the lingo
Babbling and cooing are a baby's 

way of making small talk. A primer 

on important developmental 

milestones, and how to track them.

It's every parent's impression that their tot 
must be some kind of genius when he begins 
to smile, talk or walk before time. 
"Occasionally babies may skip milestones 
like crawling and directly begin walking," 
explains developmental paediatrician, 
Ashokkumar mundetiya.
Developmental milestones are a set of 
functional skills or tasks that most children 
can do at a certain age. For example, at eight to 
12 months, children begin crawling. By 13 to 
24 months, they take their first wobbly steps. 
Certain delays could be a warning sign that a 
child may need special attention.
However, factors like nutrition, genetics and 
environment play a role in when a child 
reaches those milestones. Children who are 
born premature, with a low birth weight or 
with medical complications, are more 
vulnerable to developmental difficulties.
Paediatricians rue that there's more to 
tracking your baby's development than 
logging height, weight and gross motor skills, 
which are comparatively easy to notice. 
Social and language skills are equally 
important and tricky to detect during an 
occasional doctor's visit. Child specialists 
suggest that parents, who spend maximum 
time with the child, keep an eye out for the 

Baby 

Are you among those 

who desperately wait for 

their salaries to get 

credited, so that they 

don't have to struggle to 

manage their daily 

expenses? 

Baby 
talk

signs.
"A child with speech delays or difficulties with 
play skills could find it harder to socially 
engage," explains Dr Roopa Srinivasan, 
developmental paediatrician at Ummeed Child 
Development Centre. In serious cases, it could be 
diagnosed as developmental difficulties like 
speech delays, intellectual disability, cerebral 
palsy, autism and attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder.

Decoding baby talk begins with understanding 
that crying, garbled sounds or facial expressions 
are the first signs of communication, explains 
Deshpande.
Language development includes speaking and 
understanding. So responsiveness like reacting to 
a mother's words, smiling back and cooing starts 
in the second month. "Identifying isolated 
hearing loss and addressing it in the first six 
months of life could ensure that a child has 
normal speech in future," says Srinivasan.
Repetitive babbling starts in month six and goes 
on till the 12th. Here, nonverbal ways of 
communication like smiling responsively, 
shaking the head and knowing to wave back 
when saying 'bye' begins in the first year.
By six-eight weeks, they have 
already started to show interest 
in their surroundings. 
Interactive games like 
peek-a-boo will  
stimulate this 
behavio

Toothless talk

ur.

Babies are interested and fascinated by other 
babies well before they are a year old, but they 
don't know to 'play' yet. By 18-24 months, they 
take part in parallel play where they may play next 
to each other but not with each other. Interactive 
play starts after two years of age. "A quiet, passive 
child in the first few months is a cause for concern. 
No big smiles or warm expressions by six months 
or thereafter, no babbling after a year, or no use of 
gestures like pointing, showing or waving, no 
meaningful words by 16 to 18 months are all red 
flags. This means that development is not 
proceeding as expected," explains Deshpande.
A child who is not responding to his name by 10 
months will also need to consult a specialist.

Early exposure to the television has a proven 
impact on language development, attention and 
concentration skills and social skill development. 
"When a mother is singing to the baby, social and 
interactional skills develop as against when the 
same song is being played through a DVD," says 
Deshpande.
Doctors suggest no TV-time until the child is two 
and not more than an hour thereafter. "Lack of 
interaction and stimulation at home is one of the 
most important environmental factors, which 
delay speech and language skills," says 
Srinivas an. Instead, she suggests reading 
t o  children from infancy and 

speaking to the child while 
bathing, feeding and changing. 
Don't be afraid to speak in 
d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s ,  
multilingualism doesn't cause 
speech and language delay.
Children are impressionable 
long before parents realise it. 
They learn by imitating 
actions and body language. 
H e n c e ,  a rg u m e n t s  o r  
aggression confuses and 
scares them. If it goes on 
and becomes a way of life, 
it can also impact future 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  s a y s  
Deshpande.

- Does not babble or coo by 
12 months of age
- Does not gesture (point, 
wave, grasp) by 12 months of 
age
- Does not say single words 
by 16 months of age
- Avoids eye contact and wants 
to be alone
- Does not share interests with 
others
- Does not say two-word 
phrases on his or her own 
(rather than just repeating what 
someone says to him or her) by 
24 months of age

Baby buddy

Parent playmate

Red flags

when single
Money

There could soon 

be a tool to spot 

kids at risk of 

developing 

reading 

difficulties before 

they experience 

the challenges as 

researchers have 

found that white 

matter volume in 

the brain is key to 

development of 

reading abilities.
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and 'careful with her things'. We have to 
water the wholesome seeds rather 

than just the negativity seeds of 
lack, deficit and what's wrong.

EXTERNALISATION
However, you might want 
to address the 'problem' 
sometimes, but how can 
you do that without the 
child feeling attacked. In 
Narrative Therapy, we use 
an approach pioneered by 

the late Michael White called 
Externalisation. Through this approach, 
we place the problem outside the child 
rather than within him and give it a name. 
So, for example, if the child is struggling 
with anger we might call the problem 
Anger and talk to the child as if the Anger 
was separate from him. So the questions 
statements might go as, 'Did you see how 
Anger was controlling you yesterday?' (It 
is best to do this when the child is calm and 
more receptive.) I think Anger is really 
troubling you nowadays in the evening.' 
'Can you make out when Anger is coming 
close?' It might seem a little bizarre but 
children take to this slight change in 
language and approach very well. 
Personifying feelings, difficulties, 
imaginations and fantasies come very 
easily to them.
 Do remember you have to be consistent in 
this approach otherwise you might end up 
confusing the child.If you feel unsure 
about it or after trying it you feel it does not 
work, just drop it. It needs practice and a 
way of thinking (the problem is the 
problem, the child is not the problem) that 
does not come easily to most of us. The 
best part of externalisation is that it can be 
tried with so many issues -anger, tantrums, 
crankiness, bed-wetting, soiling, laziness, 
procrastination, etc. I remember when my 
daughter was little she was going through a 
phase when she would become a little 
whiny at times when she was tired or 
hungry. 
We would playfully call that mood 
'Chimpu' and there was much talk about 
how Chimpu' was troubling Anya and 
what we needed to do to make it run away 
and leave Anya alone. This was a sure way 
to get her giggling and in her usual bubbly, 
happy mood soon.

Relationships
Parents can benefit by looking at themselves as 
coaches who build life skills. In an extract from 
her book, a family therapist and psychologist 
prescribes a gentler approach.
We measure our worth according to how well 
the children fit into those dreams. If they fall 
short, we feel cheated, angry, depressed and 
wonder 'Why me?' We feel inadequate and, in 
our anxiety, react by cranking up our 
resentment towards our children. We become 
judgemental, critical and comparative. And, 
therefore, get stuck in a spiral of negativity. 
Before we know it, unhealthy patterns of a 
lifetime get carved out. A long time back I 
came across this book titled, Stop Parenting, 
Start Coaching and I really loved the title.It 
resonated so deeply with my belief that our 
role as parents is to help our children build life 
skills. Here are seven steps to highly effective 
coaching.

CLEAR GOAL
`What is the one skill I want to nurture in my 
child which will help her become a more 
healthy, responsible, independent and happy 
human being?' Depending on the age of the 
child, it could range from eating well, sleeping 
on her own, staying fit, doing less screen, being 
more organised, managing time better, being 
financially savvy, getting better grades, being 
more communicative, articulate, confident, 
happy, sociable, respectful, emotionally 
balanced, focused and so on and so forth. We 
would all like that in our children. It makes our 
work easier as parents and feels good to boot. 
However, just start with one or two skills. 
Make it very specific. Rather than making 
good habits a goal as it is too vague, be more 
specific and narrow it down to one or, maybe, 
two activities. For example, clear up the 
bathroom after using it or go and play in the 
park every day.
Rate it on a scale of 0 to 10 where 5 is in the 
middle
`Where is my child right now in that skill?'
`Where does he need to be?'
`What is the one step he needs to take that will 
help him move one point up in that scale?'
'What would I need to do to help him move one 
step further?
These are extremely important questions as 
they help you clarify the goal and establish the 
next step forward, for you and for your child. 
For example, you want your child to get better 
grades. You might identify that on the scale he 
is at 3 where the goal is 8. I would always 
suggest that you stay away from making 10 as 
a goal as it will then make you seek perfection 
(which I think is a huge problem) and establish 
extremely high expectations (for a child who is 
at 3 right now). The next step that you might 
think would work in helping him move to 4 
would be to make him sit down and study for 
an extra half hour every day. You might want to 
keep yourself free around that time so that you 
could provide him some level of 'scaffolding' 
till he is ready to sit and work on his own.

ASK INSTEAD OF TELLING
We are constantly telling children what they 
need to do and not ask them as much as is 
required what they would want to do. So, you 
could sit down with your child and ask, `Are 
you happy with your grades right now? Do you 
think you are putting in enough time? How can 
I help you in this?' Make sure you ask without 
sounding sarcastic or angry.

DRAW UP A PLAN
For any change to happen you would have to 
get down and draw up a clear plan. So you 
might want to first make sure that your connect 
with your child is solid and strong.Then you 
might want to sit with him and ask him a few 
questions regarding how he feels about his 
grades. Initially, he might show a bit of his 
rebellious child (I hate studying, it is so 
boring); listen to him, empathise with it (I 

know it can be a drag sometimes. I remember 
feeling like that), but bring him back to the 
issue (I can understand you find it boring but 
we still need to do it).After being listened to 
and understanding your point of view, he might 
agree that he needs to work on his grades too. 
That's when you need to gently work out a plan 
of action. Make sure you don't make it too 
overwhelming and remember he is at 3 and we 
just want him to move up to 4 and not 8. Work 
out when he could take out that hour for 
studying, where he would like to study, with 
whom, how, etc.

RHYTHMS AND ROUTINES
When we lived in England, I heard a very 
experienced nanny say once, `There is nothing 
like a bad child, there are just bad routines!' It 
sounds a bit drastic but there is a lot of truth in 
that statement. I do believe that if children 
follow a clear routine then you have already 
won half the battle. Routines give a rhythm and 
flow to the day. If a child knows that after 
school she can relax for an hour followed by 
homework time at 4 p.m., playtime from 5 to 7 
p.m. and then bath, dinner, reading in bed and 

lights off at 9 p.m., then chances of her 
following it every day without much protest 
are higher. However, if there is no clear 
routine and the homework can be done 
anytime she chooses or dinner time changes 
every day, then she might push things around 
as she deems fit and everything might turn 
into a battle ground. It could vary during the 
holidays when you make it more flexible 
with timings that can be stretched a little like 
`get ready and finish breakfast by 10 a.m.' or 
'finish homework before going to the park in 
the evening'. Teenagers can be given a choice 
in making their own time schedule with 
some basic expectations outlined by you.
I would also like to point out that it is most 
important that as parents we also need to 
follow a routine before we start advocating it 
to our children. Do remember that children 
have very sensitive hypocrisy radars.

RECOGNITIONS
Recognitions are a very powerful tool in 
parenting. They are about acknowledging 
and celebrating the child in front of you. It is 
about building in the child a sense of 

worthiness that is authentic and genuine. It 
is not about praising and making them feel 
good about themselves but about 
recognising and valuing every trait and 
skill that you want to nurture in them.The 
former makes them feel they have to 
please, perform and be perfect in order to 
get appreciation, whereas the latter builds a 
solid sense of `I am valued for who I am 
right now'. So let's see how recognitions 
can be used as a coaching tool too. Take an 
example of a child who is being trained to 
be more organised.
On a scale of 0 to 10, she is on 3 and needs 
to reach 6:
- Through active recognitions you could 
highlight the child every time you see her 
put her things in the proper place: 'I see you 
have put the books in your school bag.'
- By giving value recognitions you could 
focus on the skills you want to help build in 
your child: `I saw you put the toothbrush 
and toothpaste back in the mug. I see that 
your organisational muscles are becoming 
stronger.'
- Proactive recognitions could be used to 
highlight the exceptions: `I did notice that 
rather than throwing the towel on the floor, 
you hung it back on the peg. I think the 
towel looks really happy!'
- Finally, creative recognitions to showcase 
little opportunities for success. So, after 
baking a cake, both of you could clear up 
the kitchen together and you could tell 
others how your little one ̀ was so helpful in 
cleaning up and putting everything back 
where it belonged'.
Therefore, through recognitions, the child 
is able to see and build another side to her 
identity, which is just not 'messy', 
'disorganised', 'chaotic' but also 'organised' 

Things you should never say 
to a mom with a colicky baby

If you have never had the 

privilege of spending an 

extended amount of time with 

a colicky baby, then here's 

some help — never utter these 

lines to mums of such infants!

- Have you tried... (insert cliche 
parenting advice)?
You mean I'm supposed to feed him when 
he's hungry?!? Come on, people. We're 
tired, but we're not that tired!
- I only got six hours of sleep.
Really? I can't remember the last time I 
slept more than an hour straight. Six 
hours of sleep sounds like a luxurious 
vacation.
- Did you see the latest episode last 
night?
The only thing we 
use our television 
for  anymore  i s  
watching videos of 
Liza Minnelli on 
repeat, because it's 
the only thing that 
keeps the baby 
quiet.
- Are you feeling 
okay?
If you ever ask this 
question of a new 
mother, you should probably run and 
hope she's too exhausted and anemic to 
catch you.
- When is the last time you showered?
I'm pretty sure it was a Tuesday, but 
what month?
- Cherish these times, they're only young 
once.

Would you like to babysit?
- Tried cutting gluten?
I'm pretty sure those are the only things 
keeping me sane. Don't take away my 

cookies.
- My kids never 
cried like that. 
No?  Bu t  you  
might if you ever 
say that again!
-  Thank  God  
those days are 
behind me. I'm 
not sure you've 
rubbed enough 
salt in my wound. 
H e r e ' s  s o m e  

lemon juice.
- Why don't you post more photos 
online? Because who doesn't love 
babies with puffy eyes, red, blotchy 
faces, and snot bubbles oozing out of 
their noses?
- Weird, he never cries when I'm 
watching him.
Then he's all yours'

What are you buying 
your pet this Puja?

Maa Durga and her beloved pet lion are all set to pay us their mandatory annual visit. Soon, the 
sounds of dhaks and cymbals will fill the air and we'll pull out our brand new clothes and accessories 

to accessories to dress up for our reunion with the goddess. 

But have we forgotten someone here, like 
those furry lit tle bundles of love who 
welcome us with excited barks or purrs every 
time we return home? Not really, says 
Subhajit Saha, owner of Pet Palace. "Earlier, 
people would only buy clothes for their pets, 
but now they've become a little more 
thoughtful. Fancy steel bowls, chew toys, 
combs, flyer disks, slicker brush, colourful 
leases and collars are among the bestselling 
gift items this season.The sale goes up during 
the Pujas and it's heartening to see that people 
are buying new stuff for their pets in the 
festive season," he says. From clothes like 
smart jackets and dainty frocks to accessories 
like cosy beds, colourful bows, pet owners in 
the city have been smitten by this adorable 
new trend.
They are thronging pet stores to buy their 
furry friends a whole new wardrobe for Puja.
Shaswati Basu, who works with a travel and 
tourism company , is busy shopping for 

herself and her precious spitz, Diamond. "I've 
bought satin ribbons of various colours for 
Diamond as well as a new belt so that he feels 
fancy . I will dress him up in ribbons of 
different hues on each of the four days of Puja. 
I want him to look his best. I've also bought 
special treats for him," she says.
Professional contemporary dancer Dipshikha 

Ghosh has also been busy shopping for her 
babies -Stuart, a two-and-half-year-old spitz 
and Scooby , a four-month-old golden 
retriever. "I have a 12-year-old son and when I 
went out to shop for him, I couldn't stop myself 
from shopping for my fur babies too. So, I got 
them collars and am also planning to buy them 
quirky T-shirts and toys for Puja. Pets are like 
our own children and they should not be 
dispossessed of gifts during the festive season 
and I'm really looking forward to take them out 
during the festival in their new collars and 
tees," she says.
Snehasish Sawoo, owner of the pet store, Zoo o 
Pet, feels, unlike last year, there has been a 
steep rise in pet shopping this season. "Earlier, 
there was demand for new collars and bowls, 
but this season, there has been a considerable 
rise in the sale of other accessories. I have had 
customers coming in to order dog bags, T-shirts 
and shoes. Some have even ordered 
customized shoes for their cats," he says.

Your Kids
7 effective ways to coach 

KidsYour 

What are you buying 
your pet this Puja?
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Mistry's resignation from RNT 
Associates comes months after he 
was removed from Tata Trusts in 
November 2025.

NEW DELHI.(Agency) morning. Few people complained on Fund (EPF) Scheme, 2026, replacing the 
social media about the issue asking for 1952 framework with immediate effect. The Employees' Provident Fund 
updates. "The scheduled downtime has The new scheme retains the mandatory Organisation (EPFO) has temporarily 
already passed, but the EPFO portal 12 per cent contribution by both suspended several online services to 
remains inaccessible. employers and employees while ca r ry  ou t  a  p lanned  da tabase  

introducing a more digital and consolidation and software upgrade  Thousands of users are affected. Please 
compliance-focused framework to aimed at improving the speed, reliability communicate the reason for the delay 
support the implementation of the labour and security of its claims processing and when services will be restored," said 
codes.system.According to an official notice one X user.During this 'down time', 

displayed on website, the migration members and employers cannot log in to Among the key changes are simplified 
exercise is "to enhance service delivery, the Member Interface or Employer rules for partial withdrawals for illness, 
improve processing efficiency, and Interface, making all online services education, marriage and housing, 
provide a better user experience. through these portals unavailable. This mandatory submission of Aadhaar, PAN 

includes submission of new EPF claims, and Aadhaar-linked bank account details “ As part of the upgrade, EPFO is 
claim processing, e-passbook access, for digital processing, and enhanced consolidating its database and upgrading 
Electronic Challan-cum-Return (ECR) compliance requirements for employers, software applications used for claims 
filing, UAN linking for new employees including electronic filings and processing.
and other digital services. Claims ownership disclosures. The scheme also The outage began at 12 am on June 26 
submitted before the migration window i n t r o d u c e s  t h r e e  and was said to continue until 11:59 pm 
will be processed after services resume. initiatives—Employees' Enrolment on July 1, with services expected to be 

Campaign 2026, VISHWAS 2026 and Centre notifies new EPF Scheme, 2026 restored from 12 am on July 2. However, 
AMNESTY 2026—to help regularise with digital-first reformsWhile, the the website still shows the "Scheduled 
past compliance gaps and resolve legacy outage continues separately, the Centre System Migration & Temporary Service 
issues.has notified the Employees' Provident Unavailability" message on Thursday 

Mehli Mistry steps down from 
Ratan Tata's family office

EPFO new rules: PF contribution capped at 
Rs 1,800; what it means for you

Ship breaking: India targets recycling 16,000 
vessels in 10 years with $8-bn commitment

Bengaluru.(Agency)
HSBC has signed a Letter of Intent with Prestige 
Group to develop a new integrated campus in 
Bengaluru, in a move that puts India’s tech and 
services talent market back in the spotlight. The 
proposed campus, named Prestige JRC Signature 
Towers, will come up on Outer Ring Road and 
span over 1.2 million sq ft.The bank said the new 
campus will bring together employees who are 
currently working from multiple locations in 
Bengaluru. For a city where office travel can feel 
like a daily exam, one large campus may make 
internal coordination easier for teams spread 
across the bank’s operations.
Why HSBC is betting big on Bengaluru
HSBC said the new campus will be among the 
largest in the country once completed. The move 
signals the bank’s long-term focus on India, 
where its Global Service and Technology Centres 
already employ more than 40,000 people.
Georges Elhedery, Group CEO, HSBC, said, 
“India is one of the most important talent centres 
in the world and continues to be a key market for 
HSBC.”
He added that bringing colleagues together on 
one campus would help the bank “move faster, 
collaborate more closely, and continue 
developing expertise and talent to provide the 
best support for our customers.”
What the new campus will offer
The campus is being planned as a modern 
workplace with collaboration areas, workplace 
inf ras t ruc ture ,  access ib i l i ty  fea tures ,  
sustainability focus and employee well-being 
spaces.
Suzy White, Group Chief Operating Officer, 
HSBC, said, “The campus is being designed to 
support the future of work at HSBC, bringing 
together modern workplace design, accessibility, 
sustainability and colleague well-being. Our 
ambition is to create a high-quality environment 
that supports HSBC’s customers and businesses.”
Why this matters for India’s office market
Bengaluru’s Outer Ring Road remains one of 
India’s busiest corporate corridors. A large 
campus by a global bank adds another signal that 
India continues to be central to global technology, 
operations and financial services work.
HSBC said its India centres support global 
businesses, customers and operations. These 
teams work across technology, operations, risk 
management, financial crime compliance, data, 
analytics, digital transformation and enterprise-
wide innovation.

HSBC Bengaluru campus: New 
1.2 million sq ft office planned 

on Outer Ring Road

November 2025. Tata Trusts are the Poncha, a senior executive at Tata Sons, 
charitable organisations that own Tata and Tata Sons General Counsel Sidharth 
Sons, the holding company of the Tata Sharma.
Group.His latest decision marks another What is RNT Associates?
step away from the Tata Group and RNT Associates was set up in 2009 as the 
organisations linked to it. main investment office for Ratan Tata's 
However, Mistry continues to serve as a personal investments. Through this 

p l a t f o r m ,  t h e  v e t e r a n  
industrialist invested in several 
promising startups across New Delhi.(Agency)
different sectors.Over the years, 

Mehli Mistry, one of the late Ratan Tata's RNT Associates has backed 
closest associates, has resigned from the many well-known Indian 
board of RNT Associates Pvt Ltd, the c o m p a n i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
family office that managed Ratan Tata's BlueStone,  Ola  Electr ic ,  
personal investments. His resignation CarDekho, Moglix, Urban 
comes a little over three years after he Company, Lenskart, Cure.fit, 
joined the board and follows his exit CashKaro and FirstCry.
from Tata Trusts last year.

The investment office played a 
According to reports, Mistry submitted key role in building Ratan Tata's 
his resignation on June 30 and stepped board member of Tata Education and personal startup portfolio, reflecting his 
down as a director from July 1. He Development Trust, one of the largest strong interest in supporting young 
reportedly said he was leaving due to affiliates of Tata Trusts.Following entrepreneurs and new-age businesses. 
"preoccupat ion wi th  my other  Mistry's exit, RNT Associates has four With Mehli Mistry's departure, the 
commitments".Mistry's resignation directors on its board. They are Ratan family office sees another important 
from RNT Associates comes months Tata's sisters, Shireen Jejeebhoy and leadership change following the passing 
after he was removed from Tata Trusts in Deanna Jejeebhoy, along with Jamsheed of Ratan Tata.

New Delhi.(Agency)
Lamborghini has brought back the high-performance 
version of the Urus with the new Urus SE Performante. 
The original non-hybrid Performante was 
discontinued in 2024, and this new version picks up 
where it left off, but with significantly more firepower. 
It's currently the most powerful SUV Lamborghini 
makes, and it gets meaningful upgrades over the 
standard Urus SE.
Power and performance
The Urus SE Performante uses the same 4.0-litre twin-
turbo V8 from the standard SE, paired with an electric 
motor. It gets an 8-speed automatic transmission, 
which sends power to all four wheels (AWD). The 25.9 
kWh lithium-ion battery sits under the rear cargo floor. 
Combined output comes in at 812 hp and 1,000 Nm of 
torque, up 12 hp and 50 Nm over the standard SE, and a 
massive 146 hp and 150 Nm more than the old non-
hybrid Performante.Lamborghini claims a 0 to 100 
kmph time of 3.3 seconds and 0 to 200 kmph in 10.8 
seconds, both 0.1 seconds and 0.4 seconds quicker 
than the standard model respectively. Top speed 
remains electronically limited to 312 kmph, the same 
as the regular SE. Despite all the extra power, the Urus 
SE Performante still offers 60 km of all-electric range.
Lamborghini has also recalibrated the transmission 
and updated the engine management software to 
reduce response times and cut down on torque lag. A 
new Rally driving mode has been added, specifically 
tuned for loose surfaces. This joins the existing Strada, 
Sport, Corsa, and EV modes.
Wheels and tyres
The Performante rides on 22 or 23-inch alloy wheels 
fitted with Pirelli P Zero tyres as standard. Buyers can 
also opt for Pirelli Scorpion Winter 2 snow tyres or 
Bridgestone Potenza Race semi-slick tyres for track 
use, both available as accessories.

MUMBAI.(Agency)
 Capgemini has announced temporary closure of its on-
campus daycare facility in Bengaluru after allegations 
of child abuse at the centre surfaced, the company said 
in a statement. The company further added that it is 
cooperating fully with the relevant authorities and 
assisting them in their efforts to establish the facts.
"As a precautionary measure, we are temporarily 
closing the Bengaluru on-campus daycare facility," the 
statement said.Moreover, reports claim that an FIR has 
been registered against five women caregivers under 
relevant provisions of the Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) Act.The daycare facility is 
located at the IT company's HAL campus in 
Brookfield, Bengaluru.Police said the alleged 
incidents came to light after videos purportedly 
showing abuse inside the childcare centre circulated on 
WhatsApp.According to the FIR, which was registered 
on June 29 at the HAL police station based on a 
complaint filed by a district child protection unit 
official, five caregivers have been named in the case.
The complaint alleged that the caregivers physically 
mistreated and threatened toddlers when they cried.
The children involved are believed to be between two 
and three years old.The FIR further alleged that some 
children were sprayed with water in their mouths using 
a toilet jet spray, locked inside bathrooms, made to sit 
on western-style toilets and placed inside a front-
loading washing machine.Meanwhile, police are 
investigating the allegations.Earlier in January, 
Capgemini announced to cut up to 2,400 jobs in 
France, representing about 6 per cent of its workforce 
in the country as the IT services company grapples with 
weak demand in key sectors in its home market, 
according to a report.

Unable to withdraw PF or file claims? EPFO 
services unavailable for 7 days

Lamborghini Urus SE 
Performante revealed: 812 
HP, 1,000 Nm and 0-100 
kmph in 3.3 seconds

India's shares in the ship recycling 
industry rose from 30.1% in 2024 to 
35.4% in 2025, which indicates that 
more and more vessels are being sent to 
India for dismantling. The country 
recycled 2.99 million gross tons of 
ships in 2025, marking almost 60% 
surge compared to 1.86 million tons 
recycled in 2024.

taken. Roswall also wanted to visit 
Indian ship recycling facilities after the 
consultation and assessment process 
goes through.
Rising share of India
E s t i m a t e s  b y  U N C TA D  ( U N  
Conference on Trade & Development) 
show that India’s share in global ship 
recycling went up from 30.1% in 2024 
to 35.4% in 2025. About 2.99 million 
gross tonnes of ships were dismantled 
in 2025, which marked a 60% growth 
over 1.86 million GT recycled in 2024. 
Sonowal said that the Centre is 
catalysing the process of listing of 

Kolkata.(Agency) reaffirming their  commitment to The European Commissioner proposed Indian ship recycling yards through a 
 India is breaking more ships than ever strengthening cooperation in sustainable establishing a joint working group with process of audits, inspections and 
before and the ships recycling industry is ship recycling. Work is progressing on the representatives from the Ministry of regulatory compliance.
poised for a jump in the next few years, inclusion of India under the European Environment and other relevant ministries The minister said that the Indian ship 
Union shipping minister Sarbananda Union Ship Recycling Regulation. During and organisations with the objective of recycling facilities are assisted by 
Sonowal has said. The target is to recycle the discussions that featured Sonowal and facilitating coordination and support the environmental infrastructure and worker 
about 16,000 ships in the next 10 years and J e s s i k a  R o s w a l l ,  t h e  E u r o p e a n  next phase of the process. A statement after welfare measures, including effluent 
the government has announced a Commissioner for Environment, Water the meeting flagged the importance of treatment plants, scientific waste 
commitment of $8 billion to support the Resilience and a Competitive Circular surprise inspections in order to maintain management systems, multi-speciality 
growth of the shipbuilding and ship Economy, the two parties reviewed the rigorous standards of compliance, healthcare facilities. The process is 
recycling sectors, according to the minister. audit and compliance process for Indian transparency and accountability. Roswall important since there are concerns about 
The announcement came against the ship recycling yards. also said that the issue will be discussed the health and environment in the ship 
backdrop of India and the European Union Joint working group to be set up with EU states before any final decision is recycling or ship breaking industry.

MUMBAI.(Agency)
 The rupee fell 19 paise to 94.75 against the American 

currency in early trade on Wednesday, weighed down 
by the strength of the American currency in the 
overseas market.Forex traders said whenever fresh 
foreign inflows enter the country, the central bank is 
likely to use the opportunity to rebuild its reserve 
position rather than allowing the rupee to strengthen 
too much.Moreover, unSectorally, IT emerged as top 
gainer, with Nifty IT index jumping over 3 per cent, 
followed by Nifty MidSmall IT &amp; Telecom, 
Nifty Consumer Durables, Nifty Metal and Nifty 
Realty.Nifty PSU Bank and Nifty Media edged 
lower.Meanwhile, NTPC, Power Grid Corporation, 
Bajaj Finance, ONGC and Bharti Airtel were among 
the top Nifty losers, falling up to 1 per 
cent.According to market experts, several factors are 
supporting the market in the near term.They said the 
sharp decline in crude oil prices is strengthening 
India's macroeconomic fundamentals by supporting 
growth while keeping inflation in check.They also 
pointed to robust June auto sales -- particularly a 24.1 
per cent rise in passenger vehicle sales -- as a sign that 
domestic demand remains resilient.Experts added 
that banking stocks and digital platform companies 
are likely to remain strong on expectations of healthy 
first-quarter earnings.However, they cautioned that 
the sustainability of the market's outperformance will 
depend largely on the progress of the monsoon, 
w h i c h  h a s  r e m a i n e d  b e l o w  
expectations.International oil benchmark Brent 
crude declined more than 1 per cent to $70.65 per 
barrel. Similarly, US West Texas Intermediate (WTI) 
crude slipped 1.47 per cent to remain below 
$68.Asian markets showed a mixed trend. Japan's 
Nikkei traded over 1 per cent lower, while South 
Korea's KOSPI fell more than 4 per cent. In contrast, 
Hong Kong's Hang Seng jumped 1 per cent.

            

Capgemini temporarily 
closes Bengaluru daycare 
after alleged child abuse

The updated rules are expected to 
make the EPF system simpler, more 
digital and easier to use for nearly 8 
crore active EPFO subscribers.The 
new scheme came into effect on June 
29 after it was published in the 
Gazette, replacing the long-standing 
EPF Scheme, 1952.

how much contribution is compulsory and The new rules now clearly distinguish THE SAME
what happens if you want to contribute between mandatory and voluntary The new scheme does not change the 
more.The updated rules are expected to contributions.However, if you wish to existing EPF contribution rates.Employees 
make the EPF system simpler, more and employers will continue to contribute 
digital and easier to use for nearly 8 1 2 %  o f  w a g e s  e a c h .  H o w e v e r,  
crore active EPFO subscribers.The new establishments that are already eligible for 
scheme came into effect on June 29 after the reduced 10% contribution rate under 
it was published in the Gazette, existing government notifications will 
replacing the long-standing EPF continue to follow that lower rate.
Scheme, 1952. WITHDRAWAL RULES HAVE ALSO 
WHAT HAS CHANGED FOR PF BEEN SIMPLIFIED
CONTRIBUTIONS? The EPF Scheme, 2026, also brings 
One of the biggest changes is that the changes to partial withdrawals. These 
new scheme clearly states that the changes had already been approved by the 
mandatory employee contribution EPFO's Central Board of Trustees last year 
applies only up to the statutory wage and are now part of the new scheme.contribute more towards your retirement 
ceiling, which is currently Rs 15,000 a savings, you can still do so. However, any Instead of several different categories, New Delhi.(Agency) month.This means the compulsory EPF amount above the mandatory Rs 1,800 will withdrawal rules have been simplified into 

If you're a salaried employee, there's an contribution remains 12% of Rs 15,000, now be treated as a voluntary contribution. three broad groups. Members can withdraw 
important update you should know about. which works out to Rs 1,800 a month. funds for essential needs such as illness, Importantly, employers are not required to 
The Centre has notified the new Employers will continue to make a education and marriage, for housing-match these additional voluntary 
Employees' Provident Fund (EPF) Scheme, matching contribution as required under related purposes, and for certain special contributions unless they have agreed to do 
2026, replacing the EPF Scheme, 1952. the law.Earlier,  many employees circumstances, subject to the prescribed so under an employment contract or 
While your PF contribution rate has not contributed on higher salaries based on conditions and minimum balance company policy.
changed, the new scheme clearly explains company policies or mutual agreements. requirements.CONTRIBUTION RATES REMAIN 

Sensex, Nifty trade higher 
as falling crude, strong auto 
sales lift sentiment
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especially of the children." wasn't on, and I slept at 10 o'clock," Tuchel New Delhi. (Agency)  
said.Very unusual for me, but I have England manager Thomas Tuchel has urged TUCHEL MISSED MEXICO'S WIN 
somehow a crazy early bedtime during this parents to let their children stay up to watch OVER ECUADOR

World Cup and I didn't see it. I saw the the Three Lions' blockbuster FIFA World 
result, of course, and I saw that they didn't Cup last-16 clash against Mexico, insisting 
concede, and it will be a tough one."the tournament is a rare occasion worth 
England's coaching staff have since begun sacrificing a few hours of sleep.
analysing Mexico ahead of what promises England booked their place in the Round of 
to be one of the biggest ties of the 16 after Harry Kane struck twice in the final 
tournament.15 minutes to inspire a dramatic 2-1 

comeback win over DR Congo. They will PROUD OF ENGLAND'S FIGHTING 
now face tournament co-hosts Mexico at the SPIRIT
iconic Azteca Stadium on Sunday, with kick- Tuchel was particularly pleased with the 
off scheduled for 1am BST on Monday.The way England responded after falling behind 
late start presents a dilemma for families in against DR Congo, with Kane scoring in the 
England, with children facing school the Ironically, Tuchel did not watch England's 75th and 86th minutes to complete the 
following morning. Tuchel, however, had a next opponents secure their place in the turnaround."Things stayed difficult but this 
simple message for parents. knockout stage. Mexico's 2-0 victory over team today did not accept a defeat as an 

Ecuador was delayed by an hour because of outcome," Tuchel said."They just didn't "Let them watch football," he said after 
adverse weather around Mexico City, accept it, and that makes me very proud England's victory.There's so much school to 
prompting the England manager to stick to because they did what was necessary."The go to, but the World Cup is every four years. 
his unusually early World Cup routine. going got tough, and they showed up, and we There will be a big, big match on in four days. 

got a deserved win, even if it was a late one.We need the support of everyone, and "I was happy to watch the first half and then it 

Alajbegovic after an early corner as the USA vs Bosnia & Herzegovina, FIFA World 
visitors threatened to take the lead.The Cup: HIGHLIGHTS

The United States earned their first World Americans gradually settled into the contest 
and began to dominate possession. 
Christian Pulisic thought he had broken 
the deadlock in the 78th minute, but the 
effort was ruled out for offside.Before 
that, the hosts had finally made their 
pressure count in first-half stoppage time. 
A defensive mix-up saw the ball ricochet 
off Tarik Muharemovic into Balogun's 
path, and the striker reacted quickest, New Delhi. (Agency)   
stopping, turning onto his left foot and The United States kept their World Cup 
calmly sliding the ball through the dream alive with a spirited 2-0 victory over 
goalkeeper's legs for his third goal of the Bosnia and Herzegovina on Wednesday, 
tournament.Cup knockout victory since 2002, but it was booking a place in the round of 16 despite 

Balogun almost doubled the advantage far from straightforward after Balogun, who playing the closing stages with 10 men. 
moments later when he crashed Sergino broke the deadlock just before half-time, Folarin Balogun gave the co-hosts the lead 
Dest's pass against the crossbar.The game was shown a straight red card in the 64th before being sent off, but Malik Tillman put 
turned in the 64th minute when Balogun was minute.Matt Freese made three saves to the result beyond doubt with a superb late 
sent off following a challenge on record his second clean sheet of the free-kick as the Americans showed grit to 
Muharemovic. Referee Raphael Claus tournament as the home crowd roared the co-see the game out.The victory sends the 
initially allowed play to continue but was hosts over the line.Bosnia and Herzegovina Americans into the Round of 16, where 
called to the pitchside monitor, where he were playing in the World Cup knockout Belgium await in Seattle on July 6, and keeps 
upgraded the decision to a straight red card stage for the first time and started brightly. alive hopes of matching or even bettering 
after seeing Balogun's studs catch the Freese was forced into back-to-back saves their memorable run to the quarter-finals in 
defender high on the ankle.from Ermedin Demirovic and Kerim 2002.

New York. (Agency)  
The Democratic Republic of the Congo's 
FIFA World Cup campaign ended on a deeply 
emotional note after head coach Sebastien 
Desabre was informed of his father's death 
during the team's post-match press conference 
following the 2-1 defeat to England on 
Wednesday.Desabre had just overseen DR 
Congo's exit from the tournament after Harry 
Kane scored twice in the closing stages to 
complete England's comeback and send 
Thomas Tuchel's side into the Round of 16. 
Moments later, as the French coach answered 
questions from reporters, the team's media 

officer interrupted the press conference with a 
solemn announcement.Thank you, but we are 
announcing that the coach has lost his father. 
Our sincere condolences," the media officer 
said in French.Desabre appeared stunned by 
the news. After quietly responding, "Merci," 
he left the press conference, which was 
immediately brought to an end. The incident, 
broadcast live, drew an outpouring of support 
from football fans and members of the 
football community.The tragic moment 
overshadowed what had been a landmark 
tournament for DR Congo. Playing at their 
first World Cup since 1974, the Leopards 
exceeded expectations by reaching the 
knockout stage for the first time in the nation's 
history. Under Desabre, they also scored their 
first World Cup goals and registered their 
maiden victory at the tournament, marking 
one of the standout stories of the 2026 
edition.Their historic run ended after England 
recovered from a goal down in the Round of 
32. DR Congo held a deserved 1-0 lead until 
the 75th minute before Harry Kane equalised. 
The England captain struck again in the 86th 
minute to seal a 2-1 victory and set up a Round 
of 16 meeting with Mexico.Despite the defeat, 
DR Congo earned widespread praise for 
pushing one of the tournament favourites to 
the limit.

will miss the tie after receiving an automatic Pochettino said of Balogun.But he's also The sending-off could have derailed the hosts, 
one-match suspension.Balogun had fired the happy because we qualified. These things but they responded with one of their most 
Americans ahead just before half-time with happen in football. I hope we go through to the disciplined displays of the tournament to shut 
his third goal of the tournament before being next round because then he will be available to out Bosnia and seal a memorable victory.
shown a straight red card in the 64th minute. help us againChristian Pulisic also came to his Malik Tillman put the result beyond doubt 
The striker was initially booked after with a superb free-kick after Balogun's 
his foot landed on the ankle of Bosnia dismissal, capping another influential 
defender Tarik Muharemovic while display from the midfielder.It was 
challenging for the ball, but the amazing ,"  Poche t t ino  sa id  of  
decision was upgraded to a dismissal Tillman."Malik is an amazing player, 
following a VAR review.Pochettino full of talent. We knew he had the 
was left furious, arguing the incident quality to score from that free-kick. I'm 
was accidental and should never have so happy for him."Pochettino reserved 
warranted a red card."For me, it was LOS ANGELES. (Agency)  his biggest praise for his team's 
never a red card," the Argentine said resilience, saying their composure United States coach Mauricio Pochettino 
after the match. "There was never any reflected the progress they had made strongly defended Folarin Balogun after the 
intention to step on the player. It was a over the course of the tournament.striker's controversial sending-off in the 2-0 
normal action in football when you are win over Bosnia and Herzegovina, insisting "It's difficult to describe our feeling 
fighting for the ball. Maybe in slow the forward "never" deserved a red card because the players were amazing," he 
motion it looks worse, but it was never despite the hosts booking their place in the said.
intentional."World Cup last 16 on Wednesday.The victory “There are no easy games at the World teammate's defence, saying Balogun "didn't Bosnia coach Sergej Barbarez backed the secured the United States' first World Cup Cup. The maturity of this team and the way we deserve the red card" and describing the referee's decision, but Pochettino remained knockout win since 2002 and set up a last-16 have grown over the last five or six weeks has decision as "unfortunate".USA DIG DEEP unconvinced. "He is very disappointed clash against Belgium, but celebrations were been incredible."TO REACH LAST 16because it was an unintentional action," tempered by the dismissal of Balogun, who 

With Australia already waiting in Sunday's valuable seam-bowling option. line-up, with Danni Wyatt-Hodge leading 
final at Lord's, another high-stakes showdown from the front and Sophia Dunkley making England hardly looked weakened during her 
p r o m i s e s  t o  d e l i v e r  p l e n t y  o f  the most of her opportunity during Nat Sciver-
drama.Charlotte Edwards' side head into the Brunt's absence.Heather Knight has added 
knockout clash unbeaten and brimming with stability in the middle order, while Charlie 
confidence after topping Group B with five Dean, Lauren Bell and Freya Kemp have 
wins from as many matches. South Africa, impressed with the ball. England also 
meanwhile, recovered impressively from an underlined their credentials by crushing 
inconsistent start to secure another semi- defending champions New Zealand by nine 
final berth and will be hoping to pull off yet wickets to complete an unbeaten group-stage 
another upset against the hosts. campaign.
SCIVER-BRUNT HANDED TIMELY South Africa, eanwhile, have once again 
FITNESS BOOST demonstrated their ability to rise to the 

New Delhi. (Agency)  
occasion. After recovering from a group-stage England have received the perfect boost 

England and South Africa will once again find absence, comfortably beating Scotland, West defeat to India, the Proteas enter the semi-ahead of the knockout clash with captain Nat 
themselves on familiar territory when they Indies and defending champions New finals with renewed confidence. Captain Sciver-Brunt declared fit after recovering 
clash in the second semi-final of the Women's Zealand under stand-in captain Charlie Dean. Laura Wolvaardt has anchored the batting, from a calf injury. The all-rounder had retired 
T20 World Cup at The Kennington Oval in Yet Sciver-Brunt’s presence adds invaluable Tazmin Brits has provided brisk starts, while hurt against Ireland before missing England’s 
London on Thursday, July 2. It is a rivalry experience and leadership as England chase Marizanne Kapp remains the side's premier final two group matches, raising fears that she 
England may not look back on fondly, having their first Women’s T20 World Cup title since all-rounder.Chloe Tryon offers power and could miss the semi-final.However, Sciver-
stumbled against the Proteas in recent 2009. spin, with Sinalo Jafta contributing valuable Brunt returned to full training earlier this 
knockout encounters.For the unbeaten hosts, 

lower-order runs. South Africa's bowling ENGLAND’S BATTING DEPTH MEETS week and confirmed she is available for 
the contest presents an opportunity to finally 

at tack,  featuring Ayabonga Khaka,  SOUTH AFRICA’S FIGHTING SPIRITselection. England’s medical staff accelerated 
erase the scars of semi-final defeats to South 

Nonkululeko Mlaba and Nadine de Klerk, her rehabilitation with intensive recovery England have been the standout team of the 
Africa in the 2023 T20 World Cup and the 

will need to strike early against England's work, while the skipper said the team had Women's T20 World Cup, combining 
2025 ODI World Cup. The Proteas, however, 

formidable batting line-up if they are to repeat "thrown everything" at ensuring she would be explosive batting with a disciplined bowling 
have developed a reputation for thriving when 

their memorable semi-final victory over the fit. Her return restores balance to England’s attack. Their totals of 164, 186 and a 
the stakes are at their highest and will be eager 

hosts in 2023.XI, providing a world-class batter and a tournament-best 219 reflect the depth in the 
to derail England's title ambitions once again. 

Balogun did not deserve a red card: USA 
coach questions referee's decision

England out to break South Africa curse 
with Nat Sciver-Brunt boost for semis

Thomas Tuchel urges parents to let children 
stay up for England’s clash with Mexico

New Delhi. (Agency)   
Novak Djokovic has thrown his support behind 
Serena Williams following her first-round exit at 
Wimbledon, urging critics to stop judging the 44-
year-old's comeback and instead appreciate what 
her return means for the sport.Speaking after his 
straight-sets victory over Stefanos Tsitsipas on 
Wednesday, the seven-time Wimbledon 
champion said Williams's presence at the All 
England Club was far more significant than the 
result of a single match."What she's doing is 
incredible, it's epic," Djokovic said. "I've always 
been a fan of Serena."He acknowledged that a 
champion of Williams's stature would never be 
s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  s i m p l y  m a k i n g  a n  
appearance."Knowing how competitive she is, 
with the mind of a champion, she's not happy just 
showing up," he said. "She wants to 
win."Djokovic, however, questioned the 
criticism directed at Williams after her defeat, 
pointing to the challenges of returning to the 
highest level after years away from competitive 

tennis."She's 44, she has two children, and she 
hasn't played a match in so many years," he said. 
"It's normal that she's still not at her best in terms 
of movement. People need to cool off a little with 
the judgment and the criticism."The Serbian said 
expectations remained unrealistically high 
because fans had grown accustomed to seeing 
Williams dominate the sport for nearly two 
decades."People are used to seeing us at our best 
because they've watched us dominate the sport 
for so many years," he said.Djokovic urged fans 
to look beyond the scoreboard and recognise the 
significance of Williams's return."Just enjoy the 
greatness of who she is and what she represents to 
the sport," he said. "You have the greatest ever 
coming to play, bringing more attention to your 
sport. I don't understand that kind of thinking and 
judgment."Calling her comeback "an incredible 
gift for our sport," Djokovic said tennis should 
celebrate, rather than scrutinise, one of its 
greatest champions.

Novak Djokovic defends 
Serena Williams's 

Wimbledon return: Just 
enjoy her greatness

New Delhi,. (Agency)  
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's wait for his senior 
India debut continued on Wednesday after the 
15-year-old was once again left out of the 
playing XI for the opening T20I against 
England in Chester-le-Street.
While the Indian team management has 
continued to back its World Cup-winning top 
order of Sanju Samson, Abhishek Sharma and 
Ishan Kishan, batting great Sunil Gavaskar 
believes delaying the teenager's debut will only 
increase the pressure on him when he 
eventually gets his chance.Sooryavanshi, who 
earned his maiden India call-up after a record-
breaking IPL season, had also remained on the 
bench for both T20Is against Ireland. With 
anticipation around the youngster continuing to 
grow, Gavaskar said the longer the wait, the 
greater the expectations will be when he finally 
makes his India debut.
"It will put him (Sooryavanshi) under more 
pressure whenever he gets an opportunity," 
Gavaskar said on Sony Sports. "But at 15 years 
of age, you don't think too much about pressure. 
He knows that if he gets the opportunity in the 
second or third game, he will have to deliver 
almost immediately. That's there."The former 
I n d i a  c a p t a i n ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e l i e v e s  

Sooryavanshi's age could work in his favour 
and said the teenager would be making the most 
of the opportunity to learn from some of the 
country's best players."But he is happy to be 
around. This Indian team is full of lovely, 
tremendous players, and it is just fantastic for 
him to be learning from them," Gavaskar 
added.India's decision to persist with their 
established opening combination came despite 
their surprise T20I series defeat in Ireland. The 
management once again showed faith in the trio 
of Samson, Abhishek and Kishan, leaving 
Sooryavanshi to wait for another opportunity.
The opening T20I against England, however, 
ended in frustration after rain forced the match 
to be abandoned without a ball being bowled in 
England's chase.India had recovered well from 
a disastrous start to post 189 for 7 after being 
reduced to 6 for 2 inside the opening two overs. 
Sanju Samson departed after Tom Banton 
pulled off a superb catch at backward point off 
Saqib Mahmood, while Ishan Kishan was run 
out following a mix-up with Abhishek Sharma.

DR Congo coach learns 
of  father's death in 

press conference after 
England loss

Sooryavanshi's wait for India 
debut will put him under more 

pressure: Gavaskar

ZUnited States coach Mauricio 
Pochettino launched a passionate 

defence of Folarin Balogun after the 
striker's controversial sending-off in 

the 2-0 World Cup round-of-32 
victory over Bosnia and Herzegovina 

on Wednesday.

Women's T20 World Cup, ENG vs SA: 

England have lost their last two knockout 

matches against South Africa and will be 

eager to snap that streak when the two 

sides meet in the second semi-final at 

The Kennington Oval in London on 

Thursday.

ZMalik Tillman spared the United States an 

anxious finish with a sublime late free-kick 

as the co-hosts defeated Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 2-0 on Wednesday to reach the 

World Cup Round of  16, despite playing the 

final stages with 10 men after Folarin 

Balogun's dismissal.

10-man USA keep World Cup dream alive, 
send Bosnia packing to reach last 16
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WASHINGTON.(Agency) years and two new aircraft, which are aircraft.If you're going on a long trip, 
years behind schedule and expected to you take the big fancy car, but if you're  Pres ident  Donald  Trump on  
be delivered in 2028 at the earliest. just buzzing around town, you'll settle Wednesday took his maiden voyage on 
Trump toured the new jet just weeks for something less. Right? And this a new Air Force One — a retrofitted 
after returning to the White House last looks like it's a domestic-only model," Boeing 747-800 worth $400 million 
year and directed that it be prepared for Gertler said, speaking of the new jet.gifted by Qatar that embeds his 
his use for the bulk of his remaining personality more deeply into the "If the idea was to do it as quickly and 
time in office.The compressed institution of the American presidency. inexpensively as possible, it would 
timetable set by the president limited seem to lead to the notion that there's Gone is the trademark light blue hull 
the modifications to the plane. Images less content" in the jet's modifications, that helped Air Force One blend into the 
of the jet captured since its unveiling Gertler said.Trump has said he plans to sky. The refurbished jet is painted in 
and analyzed by the Associated Press use the new plane next week when he Trump's preferred color scheme: a 
show that it is not equipped with at least travels to attend the NATO summit in navy-blue belly with red and gold 
some of the same missile detection and Turkey.The Air Force argued that the stripes. It has the luxury features that the 
countermeasure systems as the rapid conversion of the jet was done president believes a commander-in-
outgoing Cold War-era jets.The Air "without accepting any risk regarding chief's entourage should have — plush 
Force has said that it did little to change s e c u r i t y ,  s a f e t y ,  o r  s e c u r e  carpets, lie-flat seats, wood paneling 
the cabin layout of the plane and that it communications," but added that and a presidential seal on the seat belts, 
spent less than $400 million on security "several highly complex engineering according to reported tours of the plane.
upgrades.Jeremiah Gertler, a senior modifications required for the final (Air Trump told reporters that he was proud 
anayst for Teal Group, an aviation and Force One aircraft) were intentionally of the luxurious plane. "You can do two 
defense consulting firm, said that this excluded from the Bridge aircraft." The things: You can low-key it, or you can 
absence, as well as a seemingly smaller service acknowledged that it did not show it," he said.The retrofitted Qatari 
number of communications antennas, widen the doors leading out of the jet is intended to serve as a "bridge" 
suggested that the Qatari jet is better aircraft or include multiple stairs built between the aging Boeing jets that have 
suited to only work as a domestic into the hull of the plane.served as Air Force One for the last 36 

NEWS BOX

Rescue of trapped Venezuelan 
underway one week after quakes

Retrofitted Qatari jet takes flight as Air 
Force One for Trump's trip to North Dakota

No Land For Expectant Moms? 
After Court Setback, Trump's 
Birthright Plan B Trump upbeat as US, Iran 

hold 'very good' indirect 
talks in Qatar

World.(Agency) 
US President Donald Trump hailed the progress on 
Wednesday of indirect talks between the United States 
and Iran in Qatar, as the sides aimed to push forward 
negotiations and quell tensions following exchanges of 
fire.The US leader said there had been "very good 
meetings" in Doha after an early dispute over the format 
threatened to overshadow discussions.
Iran insisted there would be no direct negotiations 
between the sides in the Qatari capital on the two parties' 
memorandum of understanding aimed at ending the 
Middle East war, which broke out with US-Israeli strikes 
on Iran in late February."As far as things are going, the 
denuclearisation of Iran is moving along well," Trump 
told reporters as he prepared to board his Qatar-gifted Air 
Force One plane, which the wealthy Gulf emirate 
donated last year."We hit them very hard... but we're 
getting along very well."The memorandum of 
understanding, brokered by Qatar and Pakistan, 
culminated in a summit last month in Lucerne, 
Switzerland.It includes a 60-day ceasefire pausing the 
war, the reopening of the blockaded Strait of Hormuz and 
a timeframe for a final deal to permanently end the 
conflict and reach an agreement on Iran's nuclear 
programme.Earlier a diplomat, speaking on condition of 
anonymity to discuss the sensitive talks, confirmed 
negotiations were underway in Doha with Qatari and 
Pakistani mediators.Different public messages'
The discussions, being held at a lower level and focused 
on the details of the MOU, were to "build on the progress 
made at the Lake Lucerne Summit", the diplomat told 
AFP.Tehran denied an earlier claim by Trump that there 
would be direct talks in Doha.
Iranian foreign ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei said 
the Iranian delegation would be led by Deputy Foreign 
Minister Kazem Gharibabadi, but added the officials 
"have no plans for negotiations with the American side at 
any level over the coming days".
US envoys Jared Kushner and Steve Witkoff were not 
taking part in the technical talks, the anonymous 
diplomat told AFP, after they met with Qatar's Prime 
Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani 
on Tuesday.Qatar's foreign ministry said the trio 
discussed "the ongoing talks" between the US and Iran 
"within the framework of the memorandum of 
understanding", as well as developments in Lebanon.On 
Wednesday, the office of Qatar's emir also said the two 
US envoys had met with Qatari ruler Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani.Anna Jacobs, non-resident fellow at the 
Arab Gulf States Institute, told AFP it was "very early in 
the negotiation process and battles are being fought 
privately and publicly".The overall positive message is 
that they are continuing to engage after the clashes last 
week," she said.
HA Hellyer, an analyst at the Royal United Services 
Institute in London, said there was a "lack of 
transparency" surrounding the talks with both sides 
"sending very different public messages".

'Positive progress' in US-
Iran indirect talks in Doha: 
Qatar spokesman

world.(Agency) 
A US man who legally changed his name to 'Santa 
Claus' has been arrested after an undercover sting 
operation exposed him as a paedophile. Claus, 75, 
formerly known as George Quigley, was taken into 
custody in the New Orleans suburb of Kenner after 

allegedly arranging an in-person meeting with a 
detective posing as a 15-year-old boy.
As per the official statement by Kenner police, apart 
from arranging the meeting, Claus also sent explicit 
photographs of himself to the undercover officer 
during their digital interactions. After he arrived at the 
meeting spot, the investigators confronted him, and he 
surrendered without any resistance.
Claus' physical appearance mirrored the traditional 
Christmas figure, with the police finding images of the 
75-year-old posing as Santa Claus for photo 
opportunities."All these defendants are a danger to our 
youth and society, we preach daily about the 
vulnerability of our children on social media and 
gaming platforms and now we have arrested a person 
who dresses up as Santa Clause inviting parents to 
drop their young children in his lap for photo ops, this 
is a cautionary tale to parents and guardians, " said 
Kenner Police Chief Keith A. Conley.Claus is now 
facing counts of illegal computer-aided solicitation of 
a minor as well as indecent behaviour with a juvenile. 
He lived in Texas before moving to New Orleans 
where he was caught.Claus was among 11 suspects 
who were arrested during the sting operation. The 
agency said its cybercrimes division had also obtained 
warrants to arrest another 10 suspects who were not 
immediately captured."Anyone who uses the 
anonymity of the internet to exploit children should 
understand one thing, we are there too. Our 
investigators will continue to identify these predators, 
build strong cases, and bring them to justice before 
they have the opportunity to victimise a child," said 
Conley.

Dressed in black and wearing 
masks but not tethers, the two 
balanced on a narrow ledge and 
appeared to kiss atop the New York 
skyscraper's antenna, news 
helicopter video showed.

Washington. (Agency) 
After the begrudging defeat from the Supreme Court in 
the birthright citizenship case, US President Donald 
Trump's aides and his MAGA (Make America Great 
Again) allies are reportedly pivoting to their Plan B: 
targeting the so-called 'birth tourism' by blocking 
pregnant foreign women from entering America. 
By definition, birth tourism occurs when visitors come 
to America specifically to give birth to ensure their 
child receives US citizenship.
After the Supreme Court verdict, White House 
spokesperson Abigail Jackson, in a statement to Axios, 
said, "President Trump remains totally committed to 
protecting the value of natural-born American 
citizenship, which is why, following yesterday's ruling, 
he directed Congress to take immediate action to 
address this."Jackson emphasised that the Department 
of Justice will also prioritise investigations of birth 
tourism schemes, adding that the Trump administration 
has many tools to safeguard American citizenship.
The Policy Options
This was followed by a discussion about the many 
policy options among White House aides and allies, 
who noted that the next course of action could include 
prosecuting organisations or individuals involved in 
"birth tourism schemes" or women already in the 
country for fraud or barring the entry of pregnant 
women entirely, Politico reported, citing two 
administration officials and several others close to the 
administration.MAGA figures like Federalist founder 
Sean Davis also came forward and demanded that the 
Trump administration bar pregnant foreign women 
from entering the country.
While talking to Fox News, Trump's immigration 
policy advisor Stephen Miller also claimed that 
America must "think very carefully about who you let 
into your country, even on a temporary basis", because, 
according to him, children born to non-Americans can 
become US citizens and get an opportunity to access the 
social safety net.

Russian missiles and drones kill eight 
and cause damage across Kyiv

Many residents took shelter 

at metro stations after 

Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy and 

other authorities issued the 

first warnings of  the attack.

bloodshot.“This is truly a miracle,” CATIA LA MAR. (Agency) As firefighters drew near him, others 
Gil's wife Gusbimar Gonzalez told AFP. were monitoring the movements of a Hundreds of rescuers were working late 

neighboring building, which is in "I’m completely amazed because it’s Wednesday to save a 43-year-old 
danger of collapsing.Working since the first time I’ve seen so many Venezuelan man who has survived for a 
Monday, the rescuers shored up the countries come together like this to save week under the ruins of a seven-story 

building's foundations with wood and building,  an AFP reporter  
iron to prevent the listing structure witnessed.
from completely collapsing further.Hernan Gil, a 43-year-old security 
Throughout the operation, they gave guard, is trapped inside his booth 
Gil water to keep him hydrated and under the building where he 
installed a tube through which they worked in Catia La Mar, a coastal 
supplied him with air.The men area almost entirely razed to the 
a d v a n c e d  a l o n g  t w o  r o u t e s  ground in the June 24 twin 
simultaneously to reach Gil."This is a earthquakes, magnitude 7.2 and 
rather complicated structure to 7.5.Rescue teams from seven 
access," Cristian Vera, the leader of the countries  -- Venezuela, Chile, the 
Chilean rescue team told AFP.United States, Portugal, Costa 

Rica, El Salvador, and Mexico -- He said that the existence of "very 
have been working around-the- large pillars" meant "it wasn’t easy to 
clock over the past three days to reach the exact spot where the victim 
reach him.By late Wednesday they were was located."An initial plan to construct a single person,” she said.
almost one meter fro his position, a 60-by-60-centimeter tunnel was News of the rescue bid came at the end 
rescuers told AFP.Chile's fire service discarded on Tuesday when the building of a day in which hope of finding more 
published an Instagram video of Gil shifted slightly."We had to develop a survivors had faded, seven days after 
inside his chamber, moving his head to new work plan to try to enter through a the catastrophic earthquakes, which 
look at the camera. He was wearing a different route than the one we had used killed almost 2,300 people and have left 
face mask and his right eye was until last night," Vera explained.thousands more unaccounted for.

issued the first warnings of the attack. district.In the Desnianskyi district, people in two private residencies, the Emergency 
The attack killed eight people, said Tymur were trapped inside a damaged nine-story Service said. Debris trapped people in one of 
Tkachenko, head of the Kyiv City them, according to the mayor. In the 
Military Administration. Damage was Darnytskyi district, six levels of a nine-
recorded in 28 locations across the city, story building collapsed after a Russian 
mainly residential buildings and strike and another five-story residential 
civilian infrastructure, he added. building was damaged, Klitschko said. 
Mayor Vitali Klitschko said 34 people The Emergency Service said a 16-story 
were injured.Russia has intensified its building and private residencies were 
attacks on Kyiv in recent weeks, even damaged in the area.
as Ukraine's own long-range drone Tkachenko said the attack partially 
campaign against Russian military sites destroyed a residential building in the 
and energy facilities has caused fuel Desnianskyi district, sparked fires near KYIV.(Agency) 
shortages and disrupted supply lines residential buildings at two locations in 

Russia launched a large-scale attack on 
inside Russia. the Pecherskyi district, and ignited a fire 

Ukraine's capital overnight into Thursday 
Klitschko urged residents to remain in near an administrative building in the 

that killed at least eight people and injured 
shelters, describing an ongoing Solomianskyi district.  He said 

dozens as loud explosions shook Kyiv for 
"furious enemy attack" on the capital. authorities were also recording damage 

hours.The attack with ballistic and cruise residential building and rescuers headed to He said five people were injured in the in the Obolonskyi and Podilskyi districts. 
missiles and drones damaged buildings and the  scene,  Kl i t schko sa id . In  the  Shevchenkivskyi district and one of the The  head of  the  Kyiv  Regional  
civilian infrastructure across the city. Holosiivskyi district, a fire broke out on the injured, a paramedic, was in extremely Administration, Mykola Kalashnyk, said 
Many residents took shelter at metro roof of a 16-story building, according to the critical condition. Ukraine's Emergency damage occurred in five regional districts. 
stations after Ukrainian President Emergency Service.Service says a hotel and two five-story There were no immediate reports of 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and other authorities In the Sviatoshynskyi district, fire broke out residential buildings were damaged in the casualties in the region.

kiss atop the New York skyscraper's met the couple, who were coming down a charges. It wasn't immediately clear whether 
antenna, news helicopter video showed. The ladder and calmly spoke with police, the they had attorneys who could speak to the 
banner, reading "when the power of love video showed. allegations. Messages seeking comment 
beats the love of power the world knows were sent to the couple.Skywalkers: A 
peace," waved from the structure, which Love Story" follows Beerkus and 
rises 1,454 feet (443 meters) above Nikolau as they make often 
midtown Manhattan.After lingering for unauthorized ascents  of  ta l l  
a time, the two collected the banner and structures, sometimes posing as 
began to climb down, picking their way construction workers to sneak in.

It wasn't clear how the pair gained along the latticework of metal to a wider 
access to the Empire State Building's ledge, where one seemed to set up a piece NEW YORK.(Agency) 
antenna, which rises well above of photography equipment and got down A daredevil couple scaled the Empire State 
public areas of the 102-story building. on one knee. After the two kissed again Building's antenna Wednesday and unfurled 
Building management said in a and hugged, the other person took selfies a banner about "the power of love" and 
statement that the episode was with an outstretched left hand, as if peace, apparently as part of an audacious, 
"unauthorized" and didn't endanger examining a ring.Police Emergency high-altitude marriage proposal, soon 
anyone in the skyscraper.The Services Unit officers started ascending Nikolau posted images of the escapade on followed by their arrest.The Russian 

management didn't answer questions about a ladder in the spindly structure to intercept her social media accounts, including a photo climbers, who go by Angela Nikolau and 
how the two reached the antenna and what them. Police body camera video showed an that modeled an engagement-style ring Ivan Beerkus, were the subject of the 2024 
interactions, if any, they had with security officer calling out a greeting and explaining, above a bird's-eye view of Manhattan.Netflix documentary " Skywalkers: A Love 
workers. Empire State Building visitors are "Well, you can't be up here." An off-camera The two climbers, whom police identified Story " about their "rooftopping" exploits 
screened and told not to bring large voice replied with what sounded like, "We by their formal names, Angelina Nikolau and budding romance.Dressed in black and 
packages, sports equipment, costumes or are engaged."A few seconds later, officers and Ivan Kuznetsov were arrested on wearing masks but not tethers, the two 
masks, among other items.reached a landing within the antenna and burglary, reckless endangerment and other balanced on a narrow ledge and appeared to 

US Man Named Santa Claus, 
75, Arrested In Child Sex 
Sting

DOHA.(Agency) 
US and Iran negotiators made "positive progress" 
during indirect talks in Doha, with the next round 
expected after the late Iranian supreme leader's funeral, 
Qatar's foreign ministry spokesman said.
"Qatar & Pakistan mediators concluded separate 
meetings with the US & Iranian negotiators in Doha 
today, with positive progress made on issues related to 
the Islamabad Memorandum of Understanding, 
building on the outcomes of the Lake Lucerne 
Summit," foreign ministry spokesman Majed Al Ansari 
said Wednesday on X"The parties agreed to continue 
discussions over the coming period, with the next 
meeting to be scheduled at the earliest possible time 
following the funeral processions of the former Iranian 
Supreme Leader."Earlier, US President Donald Trump 
hailed the progress of indirect talks between the United 
States and Iran in Qatar, as the sides aimed to push 
forward negotiations and quell tensions following 
exchanges of fire.The US leader said there had been 
"very good meetings" in Doha after an early dispute 
over the format threatened to overshadow discussions.

Climber couple arrested after scaling Empire State 
Building antenna for apparent marriage proposal
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