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KARJAN/VADODARA: Vadodara:
A massive wave of indignation has
swept through the political and coop-
erative sectors of Vadodara district
following serious allegations of cor-
ruption against Satish Patel, the
Chairman of the Cotton East Divi-
sion. The exposé reveals a deeply en-
trenched system of exploitation that
has crippled local farmers and milk
producers while enriching a powerful
political syndicate.
The Cotton Procurement Racket:
Middlemen Prosper as Farmers Suf-
fer
Serious allegations indicate that under
Satish Patel’s leadership, a sophisti-
cated fraud is being perpetrated
against vulnerable cotton farmers at
government procurement centers. Ac-
cording to internal sources, when im-
poverished farmers arrive to sell their
yield, officials deliberately reject their
tractors under the pretext of substan-
dard quality or moisture defects. Ex-
hausted by transport costs and fearing
the total spoilage of their crops, these
desperate farmers are forced to sell

their cotton to local middlemen at
throwaway prices. The real fraud be-
gins immediately after: these favored
middlemen, allegedly operating in
collusion with Satish Patel, buy the
rejected cotton cheaply and seam-
lessly deposit it into government re-
serves at the highest official rates,
pocketing millions in risk-free prof-
its.
From Gandhara Sugar to Baroda
Dairy: A Trail of Institutional Fraud
Satish Patel's alleged financial irreg-

ularities extend far beyond the cotton
sector. After allegedly siphoning ₹25
crore from the Gandhara Sugar Mill,
the leader has now faced intense
scrutiny for turning Baroda Dairy into
a personal fiefdom.
Systemic Nepotism: Cooperative reg-
ulations have allegedly been bypassed
to fill dairy employment slots with
relatives, acquaintances, and close as-
sociates, systematically denying jobs
to qualified local youth.
Anti-Farmer Directives: Decisions
within the dairy administration are re-
portedly being steered to protect man-
agement profits rather than the
economic interests of the primary
milk producers.
Illegal Mining Empires, Crores in Po-
litical Funding, and Party-Hopping
Explosive intelligence from political
insiders reveals that Satish Patel al-
legedly funneled millions in unac-
counted funds to a senior political
leader to secure his position within
the district and maintain his grip on
Baroda Dairy. However, when this
massive financial investment failed to
yield a state assembly election ticket,

Patel abruptly defected to the
Congress party. Local consensus sug-
gests he continues to work behind the
scenes to actively undermine the rul-
ing establishment. Furthermore, grave
accusations point out that during his
tenure as an MLA, Patel leveraged his
legislative power to run an extensive
illegal sand and soil mining cartel
along local riverbeds, amassing bil-
lions in undocumented benami prop-
erties.
Media Accountability: The Price of
Silence
The blatant exploitation of farmers
and the systemic looting of coopera-
tive bodies raise serious questions
about the state's heavily publicized
"zero-tolerance" policy toward cor-
ruption. By allowing a controversial
figure to retain control over vital co-
operative institutions, the administra-
tion faces growing criticism from an
angry electorate. Vadodara’s farming
community has signaled that if an in-
dependent, high-level forensic probe
is not initiated immediately, they will
deliver a resounding reply at the bal-
lot box.

THE COTTON KING OF CORRUPTION
The Dark Ledger of Ex-MLA Satish Patel’s

Multi-Crore Exploitation of Farmers!
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VADODARA/KARJAN:

(By PAWAN MAKAN)

An extremely explosive situation
has emerged in the politics of the
Vadodara District BJP organiza-
tion and Karjan Taluka. A living
example of the public outrage
that erupts when the gap between
leaders' words and actions robs
people of their livelihood is being
witnessed in Baman village of
Karjan. The mystery behind the
closure of the prestigious Modern
Company, located near Por on
Highway Number 48, and the al-
leged role of Jaydeep Singh
Chauhan, General Secretary of
Vadodara District BJP and Chair-
man of Karjan APMC, in its dark
deeds have now become the talk
of the town.
The Collapse of Modern Com-
pany: Thousands of Families on
the Streets, Divine Blessings of
Wealth on Netaji's House!
According to sensational infor-
mation received, when Modern
Company located near Por was
operational, it was the sole source
of livelihood for hundreds of
local youth from Karjan Taluka,
especially from Baman village.
Jaydeep Singh Chauhan was em-
ployed in a high position as the
H.R. (Human Resources) Man-
ager in this company. Local resi-
dents have leveled serious
allegations that instead of pro-
tecting the interests of the youth
of his own village, activities were
planned to shut down the com-
pany systematically by misusing
power and position.
During the closure of the com-
pany, allegations are being made
of a massive scam involving the
illegal sale of scrap (the com-
pany's valuable scrap and ma-
chinery) worth crores of rupees.
As a result:
Public's Condition: The sons of
thousands of poor and middle-
class families became unem-
ployed overnight, making it

difficult to keep their home fires
burning.
Netaji's Condition: The company
went bankrupt, but as the H.R.
Manager, Jaydeep Singh
Chauhan joined the list of mil-
lionaires overnight.
Due to this betrayal, angry youth
and villagers of Baman village
had previously staged massive
protests outside Netaji's resi-
dence and on public roads, ex-
pressing their anger by shouting
loud slogans against Jaydeep
Singh Chauhan.
The Mystery of BJP's 

'Washing Machine' and Dual

Posts

The public and conscious citizens
of Karjan Taluka are now aiming
their questions directly at the BJP
state leadership. If the BJP loudly
preaches the discipline of 'One
Person, One Post' from its stages,
then where do these rules disap-
pear in the case of Jaydeep Singh
Chauhan?
1. Post 1: General Secretary of
Vadodara District BJP Organiza-
tion.
2. Post 2: Current Chairman of
Karjan APMC.

How can a single individual hold
two official power positions si-
multaneously? The public is ask-
ing whether all sins and scams
are washed away under the BJP's
'Washing Machine' policy if a
corrupt person joins the party?
Does Vadodara BJP have no
clean, honest, and popular candi-
date left, that controversial lead-
ers, who repeatedly face public
wrath, are being handed impor-
tant tickets and posts?

Farmers' Red Eyes: 'Bring a

Spotless Candidate, or the

Lotus Disappears!'

Currently, the atmosphere of the
Karjan APMC election is heated.
Despite allegations of a multi-
crore scam, Jaydeep Singh
Chauhan has once again staked
his claim for the post of Chair-
man, pushing the farmers' anger
to an all-time high. Farmers are
not ready to tolerate a person
with a commercial mindset or a
company scrap thief staking a
claim in the APMC, which is
called an institution of the farm-
ers.
All small and big farmers of Kar-

jan Taluka have gathered with
one voice to give an ultimatum to
the BJP high command that only
a true son of the soil and a farmer
with a spotless image should get
the ticket in the APMC election.
If the BJP, blinded by the intoxi-
cation of power, rejects this de-
mand of the public and farmers
and selects a turncoat or a scam-
tainted leader again, a complete
and fierce boycott of the BJP will
be carried out in the Karjan-Sinor
seat in the upcoming Gujarat As-
sembly elections.

Final Conclusion of 

Mahanagar Metro:

The public is no longer going to
follow herd mentality. The peo-
ple of Karjan have mentally
blown the war trumpet to send
home those leaders who kicked
the stomachs of thousands using
the power of authority and be-
trayed the youth of their own vil-
lage. Now it remains to be seen
whether the BJP organization
wakes up in time or suffers a
major political loss by drowning
in its infatuation with its contro-
versial leader!

Rift in Karjan BJP: Baman Village and Farmers Declare 
All-Out War Against Jaydeep Singh Chauhan, Who Became

a Millionaire on the Pyre of Youth Unemployment!

'By bringing the sons of his own village to the streets, Netaji 
executed a multi-crore scrap scam' - BJP's 'One Person, One Post'
policy blown to shreds over APMC election claims; Farmers give

open warning to boycott the Lotus in the assembly elections
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repeated imposition of the Model Code of Conduct. uninterrupted five-year cycles would enable BJP MP PP Chaudhary, chairperson of the Joint 
The JPC has cited studies estimating that synchronised governments to focus on long-term development, Parliamentary Committee (JPC) examining the Bills 

policy implementation and investment.However, on simultaneous  polls, has stated that the proposed 
there is much more to elections than potential ‘One Nation, One Election’ (ONOE) reform could 
gains in terms of money and governance. ONOE become operational by the 2029 Lok Sabha 
risks diluting India’s federal structure by elections. According to him, the panel has found 
subordinating state-level political priorities to that “almost 99 per cent of stakeholders, 
national narratives. The constitutional mechanism particularly from civil society and various 
proposed to synchronise electoral cycles, organisations, favour simultaneous elections.” A 
particularly the possibility of curtailing or balanced assessment of ONOE requires looking 
extending the tenure of legislatures or holding beyond  political rhetoric to gauge its 
elections only for the remainder of a term, needs to constitutional, administrative and democratic 
be discussed thoroughly. Concerns have also been implications. The proposal continues to draw strong 
raised about granting the Election Commission objections from some Opposition parties, 
wider discretionary powers in managing constitutional experts and advocates of federalism. 
synchronisation. Electoral convenience should The challenge is to develop a mechanism that is 
not erode a level playing field. The onus is on the acceptable to all concerned. PoliticsThe case in 
JPC to adopt a calibrated approach so that the favour of ONOE rests largely on economic elections could save nearly Rs 7 lakh crore by reducing 

reform ensures efficiency as well as democratic efficiency and smoother governance. Frequent disruptions to administration, industry, tourism and 
integrity.elections involve substantial financial costs, leading to public services. Supporters also argue that 

A Celebration of  
Gratitude Towards 

Nature in Uttar Pradesh

World's future hinges on using nuclear energy wisely

Poll reform : Consensus is a prerequisite for ONOE

In the Indian philosophical tradition, there is a 
timeless saying: 'Vriksho Rakshati Rakshitah', if 
we protect trees, they protect us. Few messages 
capture the relationship between nature and 
humanity more meaningfully than this. If we 
preserve trees, they, in turn, sustain and protect us. 
This is an eternal truth, and it has defined the 
inseparable bond between humans and nature since 
the dawn of civilization. Forests have provided us 
with shade, rivers have nurtured civilizations, and 
the roots of trees have sustained the very essence of 
life. Yet, in the relentless pursuit of modern 
development, we have gradually forgotten that we 
also bear a responsibility toward the nature that 
gives us life. At a time when climate change has 
emerged as a global challenge, Uttar Pradesh, 
under the leadership of Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, has presented an inspiring example to 
the nation, one that reflects not only remarkable 
administrative efficiency but also a profound 
expression of gratitude toward nature.
On July 12, Uttar Pradesh created a record by 
planting more than 350 million saplings in a single 
day. This achievement is not only astonishing but 
also reflects the Yogi government's meticulous 
planning, coordination, and unwavering resolve. It 
highlights the clarity of leadership and 
determination required to transform seemingly 
impossible goals into reality. At the heart of this 
campaign lies Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath's 
environmental vision. He has consistently 
maintained that development and environmental 
conservation are complementary rather than 
contradictory. This philosophy has shaped Uttar 
Pradesh's forest policy, enabling the state to 
achieve this historic milestone through a 
remarkable blend of administrative capability, 
long-term vision, and public participation.
Chief Minister Yogi has described the plantation 
drive as a Mahayagya, a grand sacred offering. This 
expression carries deep significance in Indian 
tradition. A Yagya symbolizes sacrifice, 
dedication, and collective action undertaken for the 
welfare of all. When we plant a sapling, we do not 
expect an immediate reward for ourselves; instead, 
we invest in shade, clean air, water conservation, 
and a healthier future for generations to come. In 
Sanatan culture, trees are revered as divine, rivers 
are worshipped as mothers, and mountains are 
considered sacred because our ancient sages 
possessed a profound scientific and spiritual 
understanding of harmonious coexistence with 
nature. Over the past nine years, the Uttar Pradesh 
government has planted billions of saplings, not 
only revitalizing this principle of coexistence but 
also reviving a cultural heritage in which gratitude 
toward nature formed the very foundation of life.
In a vast and densely populated state like Uttar 
Pradesh, where industrialization and urbanization 
are advancing rapidly, expanding green cover is an 
enormous challenge. That is precisely what makes 
this achievement even more remarkable. Since 
2017, more than 2.8 billion saplings have been 
planted across the state, resulting in a historic 
increase of nearly 380,000 acres in tree cover. This 
reflects a transformation that is gradually 
reshaping the state's geography, climate, and 
ecological balance. The greening of barren land 
and the improvement in groundwater levels 
demonstrate that when policies are implemented 
consistently over time, their cumulative impact can 
be truly transformative. Trees do far more than 
provide shade and fruit, they bind the soil, recharge 
groundwater, absorb carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere to help stabilize the climate, and 
provide food and shelter to countless birds, 
animals, and other living organisms.

Islamabad has turned the dispute over Indus Waters Treaty into narrative warfare

inspections help ensure compliance and increase The existence of the nucleus in an atom became known Radioactive particles spread through the atmosphere 
transparency among participating countries.to humanity as recently as the first decade of the last and settle over vast regions, contaminating air, soil, 

century. Hidden within that tiny space is an water resources and food supplies. Ionising radiation Early-warning systems and advanced monitoring 

enormous amount of stored energy. Under special emitted by radioactive materials possesses sufficient technologies form another crucial layer of nuclear 

conditions, when heavy atoms split or lighter atoms energy to damage biological molecules, including safety. Countries located in regions of strategic 

combine, energy is released. The surprising part is DNA.Modern scientific studies suggest that large- tension must continue strengthening their early-

the scale of this energy release. HistoryWe are used scale nuclear conflicts may trigger severe climatic warning and disaster preparedness systems.
Reliable communication channels between nations are to energy from burning fuels such as coal, petrol or changes, often described as ‘nuclear winter’. Smoke 

essential in case of any misunderstandings or wood which involve chemical reactions due to the and dust released from burning cities and industrial 
technical errors during periods of tension which could extra-nuclear part of the atom. However, nuclear regions can enter the upper atmosphere and reduce 
otherwise lead to unintended escalation.reactions occur at a much deeper level and can the amount of sunlight reaching the Earth's surface. 

There are several areas where nuclear energy is used for release millions of times more energy than ordinary Such changes may significantly lower global 
peaceful purposes. But there can be chemical processes. This is called nuclear 
accidental radioactive fallout, in which case energy.
preparedness and civil defence measures are This difference is enormous, as burning a 
equally important. Governments need to kilogram of standard coal gives 8 kWh of 
establish emergency response systems and thermal energy whereas the same amount of 
develop plans for evacuation, shelter pure Uranium-235 (a heavy atom) releases 
construction, medical support and disaster nuclear energy equivalent to roughly 
management. Public education programmes 26,000,000 kWh of thermal energy.As such 
can help individuals understand protective nuclear energy is a powerful tool, and society's 
m e a s u r e s  d u r i n g  n u c l e a r  future may depend on learning how to use it 
emergencies.Research in radiation wisely, since immense power also brings 
detection, medical treatment for radiation immense responsibility.

The discovery of nuclear energy has exposure, environmental monitoring and 

transformed modern civilisation. It has emergency management systems improves 

enabled clean electricity generation, the ability of societies to respond effectively 

revolutionised medicine, advanced scientific during crises. Major outreach activities 
temperatures, disrupt agricultural production, create 

research and strengthened industry. Yet, the same should be planned to educate the masses. Disaster 
food shortages and threaten ecosystems worldwide.

knowledge also gave rise to the most destructive management centres at divisional and state levels 
Economic systems and international trade networks 

weapons ever created. need to come forward with regular programmes to 
would also experience severe disruption, potentially 

train the citizens on how to cope during radioactive Unfortunately, each powerful technology has two 
leading to widespread humanitarian crises. Nuclear 

fallout.Scientists, educators, policymakers and faces. Nuclear technology, often called ‘dual-use 
wars can also produce significant social and 

citizens, all have roles in promoting awareness and technology’, can be used for both peaceful and 
psychological impacts. Large populations may be 

encouraging peaceful solutions to global conflicts.malicious intent. The same scientific principles that 
displaced from impacted areas, resulting in refugee 

can produce electricity and save lives can also create Education regarding nuclear risks helps societies 
crises and long-term social instability. Survivors 

weapons of devastating capability.At a time when understand the severe consequences associated with 
may suffer psychological trauma, anxiety, 

geopolitical tensions continue to rise, it is important nuclear warfare while strengthening support for 
depression and fear associated with radiation 

to strengthen our preparedness against any possible efforts toward international stability.
exposure and uncertainty about future health effects. 

The history of nuclear science teaches us that nuclear emergency.Here, keeping aside numerous 
History

knowledge itself is neither good nor evil. The same peaceful uses, let us focus on what we need to plug 
Safety measures

understanding of the atomic nucleus has illuminated for safety.Unlike conventional wars, nuclear wars 
Given these dangers, numerous safety measures and 

hospitals, powered cities, explored the universe and possess the ability not only to devastate military 
preventive strategies have been developed to reduce 

created weapons capable of destroying civilisation.targets and cities but also to produce long-term 
the risk of nuclear conflict and minimise its 

Whether nuclear science remains a force for progress or environmental, social, economic and health 
consequences.The most important safety measure is 

becomes a source of catastrophe ultimately depends consequences that may affect future generations.
prevention through diplomacy and international 

on human wisdom, cooperation and responsibility.What nuclear war can unleash
cooperation. Verification systems and international 

Early-warning systems and advanced monitoring technologies form a crucial layer of nuclear safety

said its role was limited and that the IWT did not term storage. It is limited temporary storage that gives a redesigned and no immediate means of compelling such PAKISTAN has a habit of turning its disputes with India 
empower it to decide which process had priority. India run-of-the-river project some operating flexibility. The a change. HistoryPakistan’s water stress is real, but its into theatre. What begins as a technical disagreement 
declined to participate when proceedings began in 2023, award requires realistic, well-founded and defensible causes are not all external. On June 11, Dawn reported over design parameters is recast as a moral test. A 
maintaining that the Court had been improperly projections of installed capacity and anticipated load, severe shortages in Sindh and Balochistan, while Punjab procedural objection becomes evidence of Indian bad 
constituted. HistoryThe procedural collision remains. In tied to actual operations, hydrological and hydraulic was drawing more than its allocated share. The dispute faith, and a narrow finding is made to carry the weight of 
January 2025, the Neutral Expert held shows that a part of Pakistan’s problem lies national alarm. It is doing this again with the Indus  
that he was competent to decide all in how i t  divides and uses i ts  Waters Treaty (IWT). HistoryIslamabad appears before 
differences referred to him. The Court water.Tarbela’s silt is not an Indian a Court of Arbitration, quotes international law and 
of Arbitration has separately held that conspiracy. A dry canal in Sindh is not claims fidelity to the treaty. India stays away. For 
it too is competent. Two treaty automatically proof of Indian coercion. Pakistan, that settles it. The Court proceeds without 
mechanisms are advancing over Pakistan’s water insecurity also reflects India. Its award is binding, and New Delhi must obey.

That account leaves out Pakistan’s campaign outside the related ground.After the Pahalgam ageing reservoirs, provincial disputes, 
courtroom. Islamabad is turning an engineering dispute terror attack, India’s position water-intensive cropping patterns and 
into a  political script. Information Minister Attaullah hardened. It now says that the IWT falling groundwater, all aggravated by a 
Tarar described the effort as a significant success “in the remains in abeyance. India argues that more volatile climate.

The award is narrow. Pakistan’s campaign is narrative domain.” Pakistan is loading more rhetoric the machinery cannot function 
not. Islamabad is combining the onto the award than it can bear. It says India is normally while Pakistan sustains 
vocabu l a ry  o f  a rb i t r a t i on  w i th  politicising  water, then carries a pondage dispute cross-border terrorism and then 
humanitarian alarm to build pressure internationally in the language of survival and demands business as usual on the 
abroad. This year, it has written twice to war.Pakistan’s script obscures India’s changing needs. rivers. On July 3, India’s Ministry of 
the President of the UN Security Council, Demand for electricity, irrigation and storage capacity External Affairs said that Pakistan 
turning the Council into a stage for Indus  has risen steadily, particularly in the northern states. must credibly and irrevocably abjure 
politics. Pakistan calls this treaty defence. That has strengthened calls in India to use the western support for cross-border terrorism 
It is narrative warfare.Pakistan is rivers more fully within the rights the IWT already before normal treaty cooperation can 
addressing foreign governments and its provides. Some Indian ministers have put that case more resume.Pakistan has itself relied on 
own public at once. That does not sharply, including talk of stopping flows. India should consent to resist arbitral authority. In data, and power system needs. It also requires the 

strengthen its legal case. India’s non-participation may not answer Pakistan in kind. It should state its case the Dallah case, Pakistan resisted enforcement on the pondage calculation to account for applicable minimum 
carry costs, but absence is not agreement. The chair was plainly. Treaty cooperation cannot be insulated ground that it had never agreed to commercial environmental flow obligations. It does not, by itself, 
empty because India contests the room itself.indefinitely from cross-border terrorism. arbitration, and the UK Supreme Court upheld the make Ratle unlawful, require Kishenganga to be 

objection. The Indus dispute is different because India is Pakistan speaks of  water as lifeline, red line and war. India’s objection predates both the latest award and the redesigned, or hand Pakistan a veto over run-of-the-
a party to a treaty containing arbitral procedures. The India must keep speaking of terrorism, trust and decision to hold the treaty in abeyance. It began in 2016, river projects in Jammu and Kashmir.
issue is not whether India consented to dispute jurisdiction. The question is no longer who won the when India sought a Neutral Expert and Pakistan Pakistan relies on the award as binding and without 
settlement, but how far that consent extends and whether award. It is whether a treaty can still work when its demanded a Court of Arbitration over the same two appeal. India maintains that this cannot cure what it 
the IWT’s graded procedure was followed.Pakistan’s procedures point in different directions and the trust projects. The World Bank itself paused both processes regards as a prior jurisdictional defect. Islamabad has 
presentation goes well beyond what the maximum needed to sustain cooperation has collapsed.because concurrent proceedings risked contradictory the award, but no order requiring an Indian project to be 
pondage award actually decides. Pondage is not long-outcomes. When it made both appointments in 2022, it 

Pakistan’s water politics in full flow

ONOE risks diluting India’s federal structure by subordinating state-level political priorities to national narratives
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crevices of lush green trees you can catch a 
glimpse of the Mandore temple that is 
believed to be named after Ravana's wife, 
Mandodari. On one hand, while a woman is 
a symbol of divinity, she is also subjected to 
atrocities like sati and dowry deaths; a 
conundrum unresolved.
Osian Village and the Great Indian Desert
If Jaisalmer prides in its Golden Fort (fondly 
known as 'Sonar Kella' after Satyajit Ray's 
film by the same name), Jodhpur too flaunts 
the 'Khajuraho of Rajasthan', i.e. Osian 
Village. It is one of the ancient villages and 
pilgrimage centres of the Oswal Jain 
community that is home to ruins of 
Brahmanical and Jain temples dating back to 
the 8th Century. Almost a two-hour drive 
from the main city, Osian is an oasis in The 
Thar Desert. Once in our lifetime, some of us 
wish to see snow, some want to feel the sea 
from up-close and others long to be on the 
mountains. But when you find yourself 
standing in the middle of a desert, 
surrounded with nothing but golden-yellow 
sand dunes, the openness engulfs you. 
Footprints on the desert that begin to form a 
trail but suddenly dissolve after a distance 
seem like a reminder of how fragile 
permanence can be. Tents and resort camps 
situated on the picturesque Osian sand dunes 
can make for a peaceful stay for tourists 
hoping to escape their busy lives.
Bishnoi Villages The Chipko Movement can 
be traced back to the origin of the Bishnois (a 
community of nature and wildlife lovers) 
that revolted against the Maharaja's decision 
to fell trees in order to build the Mehrangarh 
Fort. Since the feudal power dismissed the 
protests by the bishnois who hugged the 
trees as an act of resistance, many of them 
were hacked with the trees. Since then, there 
is a day that commemorates the sacrifice of 
the bishnois in Khejerli Village. A glimpse 
into the cultural life of the bishnois in 
Khejerli Village, (south-east of Jodhpur is 
considered a place of pilgrimage) can 
definitely be a value addition to your trip. 
Village tours and safaris are conducted in 
Khejerli and Guda Bishnoi Villages; they are 
home to chinkaras and blackbucks that roam 
the countryside throughout the day but 
return to their native village as the sun sets.
Polo tournaments, cultural fests and fairs 
and Desert Kite festivals are other activities 
that happen throughout the year witnessing a 
huge turnout from near and afar.

A royal retreat

Jodhpur 
Travel

Jodhpur 
A royal retreat

sparkling in embedded mirror work and bold 
colours almost blinding you at first sight. A 
walk through the Lakhara Bazaar reminds 
you of Delhi's Chandni Chowk where 
everybody is scuttling around but with a 
sense of purpose. With bandhej designs, tie-
dye prints, ethnic footwear and all things 
jodhpuri, you are bound to go neck-deep in 
shopping. Amid all the chatter of the 
localites, bickering of buyers and sellers, 
frying of 'mirchi' vadas and mawa kachoris 
(chilli-infused snacks) Jodhpur brightens up 
in the evenings. Biting into one of the spicy 
vadas, our host shared a trivia, "Rajiv 
Gandhi loved the mirchi vadas here and 
would never leave the city after every visit 
without his share of the popular snack".
Trivia: Most clothing items on sale are second-
hand; yes, it is believed that these articles 
where once worn by the queens and now re-
designed and modified to allure shoppers. 
Slip into that Rajasthani attire and feel like a 
real queen if you will
Jodhpur: A royal retreatCredit: Reuters
Mandore Garden is more than flower-beds
Gardens are supposed to make you feel 
happy but I entered into the gates of the 
Mandore Garden with a heavy heart. It was 
once a prominent entry point to the 
Mehrangarh Fort but today stands like an 
ordinary gateway. Its walls embossed in 
palm prints continue to speak of the cruel 
ritual of sati (burning of wives in the funeral 
pyre of their dead husbands) rampant during 
the time. Once inside, 
b e t w e e n  t h e  

Things to do in Shillong—the abode of clouds
The city of Shillong is often considered 
to be a place where nature is in its primal 
beauty; where clouds and the sun express 
their own camaraderie through a vivid 
interlay of sunshine and shadow; where 
the colonial remnants meet the upsurge 
of modern day influence and where 
music runs through the veins of everyone 
you come across. So naturally, there is a 

lot to see in Shillong, which is, by the way, 
true to the core; but to tag the city as merely 
a 'places to visit paradise' would be sheer 
injustice to the lesser known opportunities 
for action and adventure. Things to do in 
Shillong can be turned into a full-fledged 
vacation idea rather than just a part of the 
itinerary.
Embark on a musical journey in the city 

often referred to as India's Rock Capital and 
a watchful stroll along the narrow alleys is a 
good start to have. Extend your sojourn and 
see names like Lou Majaw, Afflatus and 
Soulmate in their own territory. For the ones 
who like things ready-on-a-platter, we 
suggest you visit Shillong during any music 
concert. Once your thirst for melody is 
quenched, time for some water rappelling at 
the Elephant Falls; golfer or non golfer, 
Shillong Golf Course is one place you would 

not want to miss out on; take a leisurely 
stroll along the Wards Lake and indulge 
in water activities like boating, skiing 
and rowing at the Umiam Lake.

Located in the midst of the colonial 
era Shillong, Wards Lake is a popular 
hangout place for the tourists and 
locals alike. Unlike the Umiam Lake, 
this one is more planned and all the 
facilities have been provided keeping 

in mind requirements of the leisure 
traveller. The entire area is adorned 
with flower beds, beautiful trees, 

lovely high lands and a bridge. Seekers 
of tranquility will have their share of 
personal space amid a growing city; 

nature lovers can admire the man-made 
corner for the greens and photography 
enthusiasts will not mind spending some 

Take a stroll around Wards Lake

time in Wards Lake. Extend your walk towards 
the northeast direction of the lake and after 
about 15 minutes you will arrive at the Shillong 
Golf Course which with all its greenery and 
pine trees!

Located about 15 kms north of Shillong, this 
lake is basically a water reservoir that was 
formed due to the damming of the Umiam river. 
Historically this lake holds a special place in 
North East India, courtesy the fact that the dam 
that gave birth to Umiam Lake is the first Hydel 
power project in the region. A massive water 
body, the total catchment area of the lake and 
dam is spread over 220 square kms. This 
beautiful lake is a paradise for the nature lovers 
and ones who crave for a hide out from the daily 
hustle of city life. The water of Umiam Lake is 
very clean and hence offers a never-to-be 
missed opportunity of boating and other water 
activities. Hire a boat and sail into its crystal 
clear water to enjoy the surrounding beauty of 
the entire landscape. The water sports complex 
at Umiam Lake offers adventure sports options 
like water skiing, sailing and rowing to the 
visitors.

Courtesy its past as the British capital of the 
then undivided Assam, Shillong has the 
imprints of the days bygone; Shillong Golf 
Course is one of them. But it will be sheer 

Boating at Umiam Lake

Golfing in Shillong Golf Course

injustice to the magnanimous entity if we box 
it up only as a colonial remnant and a place for 
the professional players to test their skills. 
The 18-hole course is a green paradise with 
grass spread across like carpet with trees 
standing like watchful protectors. The lush 
green hills that form the backdrop of beautiful 
pine and rhododendron trees add to the 
splendor of the landscape. Be a part of the golf 
tournaments that are held on this venue to be 
one with the surroundings and its legacy.

Elephant Falls is the combination of three 
small torrents that form a strong stream that 
adorns the fern-covered rocks. The place got 
its name in the colonial era when the 
Englishmen spotted a giant rock resembling 
an elephant near the fall. The rock got 
destroyed during an earth quake and the 
Englishmen left the country but the name 
stayed. Due to its origin in three streams, the 
water force of Elephant Falls is one to reckon 
with which offers ample opportunities for 
adventure sports like waterfall rappelling. For 
starters, you can try rappelling from the 
height of 40 ft and don't worry; you will be 
well harnessed under expert surveillance. 
Climb down from your starting point and feel 
the immense water pressure on you while you 
struggle to find your footing in the slippery 
rocks.

Waterfall rappelling at Elephant Falls

Soak in the regalia of the fairytale-like 
princely state of Jodhpur in Rajasthan's 
second largest city.
As little kids, we would pester our 
grandparents to tell and retell the stories 
of  beautiful  queens,  handsome 
maharajas, fierce battles and bejewelled 
royal palaces. I managed to behold and 
soak in the regalia of one such fairytale-
like princely state on my recent trip to 
Rajasthan's second largest city and home 
to the Maharajas since 1459, Jodhpur.

Colourful cityscape
The silky sand dunes of the Thar Desert 
dotted with camels basking in the sun, 
towering forts and palaces glistening in 
red sandstone and the narrow lanes 
leading to shops that open into an alluring 
world of handicrafts are some of the 
welcoming sights here. We were 
fortunate to have a host-cum-tour guide 
to walk us into different eras every time 
we stepped inside historical monuments, 
temples and gardens. Madan Lal Jangid, 
a 69-year-old French professor, 
entrepreneur, researcher and an avid 
traveller could not be dismissed as one of 
those guides who takes tourism to be a 
revenue-making business. "I cannot 
wrap up the history of a place in 45 
minutes, make money and let you go 
feeling satisfied. I remember when a 
diplomat from Canada had been here, we 
spent at least 4-5 hours in Mehrangarh 
Fort discussing the many stories behind 
every pillar and rock. That is how you 
connect; summarising a history in stock-
and trade terms is a fruitless exercise," 
asserts he. Our car moved through the 
nooks and crannies of the city in a way 
that the seat's window became a frame to 
the colourful images outside running past 
one after the other. From veiled women 
keeping up with their husbands' pace, the 
paan wala sprinkling water on the 
cascading betel leaves, little boys 
encircling foreign tourists to that old 
woman under the shade of the Clock 
Tower with a heap of coloured shoelaces 
awaiting buyers; the transition seemed 
like we turn pages in a photo album.

The Royal quarters of Mehrangarh Fort
The mighty walls of the Mehrangarh Fort 
have many secrets buried inside. 
Maintained by the present generation of 
Marwar Kings, Maharaja Gaj Singh II, 
the expansive courtyards, exquisite 
palatial spaces like the Moti Mahal (Pearl 
Palace), Phool Mahal (Flower Palace), 
Sheesha Mahal (Mirror Palace), and 
hidden balconies for women to listen to 
court proceedings, chambers and 
galleries enrich the fort's heritage. Our 
host informs us that this is the only fort 
where you will find the provision of an 
elevator allowing people to not worry 
about any physical barriers during their 
tour. There is yet another purpose of the 
elevator; it leads you to the Mehran 
Terrace, a roof-top restaurant where 
people take delight in indulging in the 
traditional Rajasthani thali. And what 
better way to admire the beauty of a 
world-class historical monument than 
sitting on the terrace beneath the 
twinkling stars and dim-lit candles on the 
dining table?
On reaching the top floor, the view of the 
entire cityscape is breathtaking. All the 
gates of the fort are visible and the 
panoramic view seems sketched on a 
blue canvas. Blue, because the cluster of 
buildings are bathed in that colour and 
there is a reason too. The colour was 
earlier identified with a certain 
privileged section of society, a marker of 
a higher caste but slowly as civilization 

grew, such social indicators ceased to have any 
significance. Subsequently, blue emerged as 
the universal colour of all communities 
irrespective of distinctions. Jodhpur is not only 
known as the 'sun' city, it is also referred to as 
the 'blue' city, like Jaipur is the Pink City.
Note: The rooftop restaurant opens during the 
evenings after the fort closes. Tourists who do 
not intend to move around the fort and would 
rather revel in the maharaja-style dining on the 
terrace can do so. The Chokhelao garden (200-

year-old and recently refurbished) is often 
mistaken to be the Mehran Terrace but both are 
different, though within the premises of the 
fort area. The Chokhelao Garden leads to the 
Mehran Terrace

Jaswant Thada
Located half way up the road that climbs 
onwards to the Mehrangarh fort is Jaswant 
Thada. Immaculate in white marble, this 
mausoleum was built in the year 1899 in the 
memory of Maharaja Jaswant Singh II. A tomb 
with an array of domes is the crematorium for 
Jodhpur rulers. As the sun rays kiss the milky 
surface of the monument, the memorial comes 
alive in a glaze and its intricate carved jalis 
(screens) emit a glow.
The grandeur of Umaid Bhavan
This palace was born out of a 
crisis. When consecutive 
seasons went without rain, 
a famine-like situation 
arose that threatened 
the economic lives of 
people. Maharaja 
U m a i d  S i n g h  
d e c i d e d  t o  
construct a palace 
that would not only 
relieve employment 
worr ies  but  a lso  
remain a monument of 
symbolic value for 
years. A visionary and 
b e n e v o l e n t  k i n g  
s u c c e e d e d  i n  h i s  
famine-relief policy that 
provided employment to 
thousands for a period of 

almost two decades from 1929-44. 
Anecdotes are many when it comes to 
discussing the Umaid Bhavan (initially 
called Chittar Palace for it stood on the 
Chittar Hills). The Art Deco furniture and 
impeccable interiors were originally 
crafted by Maples of London but 
unfortunately all furnishings could not 
reach the Palace. In the wake of World War 
II, the furniture-laden ship succumbed to a 
tragedy and was sunk by the Germans en 
route to India. Nothing could deter the 
Maharaja's plans and in came a Polish artist 
and refugee from war-torn Europe, 
Stephen Norblin, who mended what was 
wrecked. Familiar with the work of Art 
Deco connoisseurs, Norblin did not fail the 
King. As you look through the paintings 
(essentially inspired by the episodes of 
Ramayana), gaze at the artefacts ranging 
from antique clocks (some in the shape of 
railway locomotives and others in 
windmills) to ornate ceilings; you would 
be quick to notice a harmonious "blend of 
occidental symmetry and oriental texture," 
in the words of our host.
Umaid Bhavan has been divided into three 
sections- one portion is dedicated to the 
museum and exhibition area, the other is 
converted into a hotel and the third 
segment is owned by the current family of 
the royals headed by Maharaja Gaj Singh 
II.

Clock Tower and marketplace
Rajasthan is a land that celebrates colour 
and what better way to explore it than 
doing the rounds of the market area on the 
Nayi Sadak with the huge Clock Tower in 
the backdrop. Once you take a left from the 
Nayi Sadak, you reach the inviting world 
o f  l a c  b a n g l e s  
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Himachal's pot secret - it's not what you think
A 20-minute drive from Palampur in the Kangra 
District of Himachal Pradesh brings you to 
Andretta, a quaint artist village, said to be 
established by an Irish theatre artiste and 
environmentalist called Norah Richards, who 
lived there during the Partition. Flanked by the 
Shivalik hills and the mighty Dhauladhar range, 
this Italian-sounding village is literally off the 
beaten path.

Andretta first figured on my radar because of a 
pottery and craft centre run by the renowned 
potter Mansimran Singh (fondly known as Mini) 
and his British wife Mary Singh. The son of the 
famous potter Sardar Gurcharan Singh (who set 
up Delhi Blue Art Pottery in 1952, inspired by 
blue Persian glaze), Mini set up Andretta Pottery 
and Craft Society in Himachal Pradesh in 1983. 
Equipped with a production studio, the facility 
provides threemonth long courses. Feeling 
terribly burnt out by the manic city life, I longed 
for a break. Delighted at the prospect of trying 
my hand at pottery, I set about exploring how to 
make this happen.

According to Google Maps, Andretta didn't 
exist. There was nothing but basic information 
available online. This would be the perfect break 
I was seeking. Like most travel nuts, I'd have 
liked to read up and familiarise myself with what 
to expect, but that seemed unlikely in this case. 
My sense of thrill was fuelled further. Andretta 
was remote. It was in the midst of nature. And, it 
offered culture along the way.

After some R&D, I managed to contact Jugal 
Kishore, the manager of Andretta Pottery. The 
course was inclusive of boarding, lodging and 
instruction. The boarding was a home stay 
which provided homecooked meals, but they 
could accommodate only four students that time 
of the year (I went last September). Much to my 
disappointment, I was told that they were 

booked for the next two months. Clearly, 
I had underestimated the remoteness of 
Andretta. Jugalji's affable voice on the 
line offered to inform me in case of any 
cancellations. Much to my delight, he did 
call. How long did I wish to stay, he 
asked. Two weeks. That's not enough 
time to learn pottery, I was told, but it was 
up to me to take a call. I confirmed. We 
finalised the dates; I inquired the best 
route to get to Andretta and it was done.

It merits mentioning that Andretta is not 
the most convenient place to get to. One 
look at the HPTDC deluxe bus made me 
rethink the overnight journey I had 
booked my ticket for. Nevertheless, the 
decrepit vehicle (which made my bones 
ache) arrived at Palampur the next morning. My 
black bag, an unrecognisable gray from dust 
now, was handed to me. Refreshing dew-laden 
green greeted my eyes. There was a row of 
private cabs parked as Jugalji had predicted, to 
take me on the last leg of the journey - down the 
road to Andretta.

In 20 minutes, I was dropped off at Jugalji's 
home, which housed the centre's students. The 
homestay was a five-minute walk from the 
Pottery. Though fatigued, I was delighted to 
meet Jugalji and his lovely wife, Lata. As the 
introductions proceeded, I was distracted by the 
view from where I stood. My gaze met the 
majestic Dhauladhars. They were breathtaking. 
Over a cup of very welcome tea, I was told it had 
rained the past few days, but that morning had 
brought clear skies. Behind the house stood the 
forests of the Sivalik Hills; lush green and 
reverberating with early morning bird chatter. I 
took in the fragrance of the flora drenched in the 
wetness of the rain. Used to the uniformly ugly 
Mumbai urbanscape, my eyes greedily took in 

the view. It was perfect.
Having arrived on a Sunday, I had the day to 

myself. Andretta is a hub for art lovers. 
Richards arrived in Andretta in the 1920s and 
built a traditional Kangra-style mud house with 
a small outdoor theatre, which in no time 
became a centre for creative arts. Her home is a 
10-minute walk from the Pottery Society. It is 
said that a young Prithvi Raj Kapoor also spent 
time learning theatre here. B C Sanyal, who 
played a key role in setting up the Lalit Kala 
Akademi in New Delhi was a frequent visitor. 
Freda Bedi, actor Kabir Bedi's mother also 
lived in Andretta and is said to have been 
friends with Richards. Portrait painter Sardar 
Soba Singh and Sardar Gurcharan Singh were 
few of those Richards invited in her quest to 
establish Andretta as an Artist Village.

The next day was class. My city-bred 
perception of class involves a group of students 
and an instruction routine. Instead, classes at 
Andretta Pottery offered direction through tips 
on the technique of pottery. The structure was 

Apart from the stipulated tourist destinations, 
Guwahati is a place where you can indulge in 
several outdoor activities. The presence of 
one of India's biggest and mightiest rivers and 
the hills that surround the city offer a perfect 
opportunity for travelers who do not like to 
confine their travel diaries only to sightseeing 
and guided tours. The moment an aircraft 
approaches the Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi 
International Airport (also known as the 
Borjhar airport locally in Guwahati), one 
notices the green hills and paddy fields that lie 
below with almost no human inhabitance. Not 
to mention the curvaceous outlines of the ever 
flowing Brahmaputra that tickles the 

imagination of restless travelers.
The moderate weather during October to 
February is the ideal time to embark on an 
activity-packed Guwahati vacation. Go for a 
leisurely walk along the pavements of old 

Guwahati; take a river cruise on the 
Brahmaputra or trek up the nearby 
hills?it's your pick! Assam 
witnesses immense and regular 
rainfall from late April to late July, 
so if you are a rain lover, this is the 
time you should mark in your 
calendar but make sure there is no 
flood condition at that time.

River cruise on the 
Brahmaputra

The river runs through the entire 
length of Assam but the stretch that 
touches Guwahati is the most 
highlighted one, courtesy the city's 
commercial and political status 
and the famous Saraighat Bridge. 
The Brahmaputra divides the city 
into two parts while on its 
imposing journey from the 

Himalayan glaciers to the Bay of Bengal. 
After the completion of Saraighat Bridge, 
these waters were traversed just for fishing 
and coastline trading but the scene has 
changed drastically in the past decade or so. 
Now several ferry service providers offer laid-
back river cruises for the travelers.
The Bharalu ghat and the Kachari ghat in the 
city are the main places from where you can 
book a cruise. Usually operated in the 
afternoon, these cruises last for two to three 
hours and take you along the majestic waters 
of the Brahmaputra. These ferries have sitting 
area for the guests and one can avail the food 
and beverage services onboard. Imagine 
yourself on one of these ferries with a cup of 
tea standing witness to the sunset on the 
crimson western sky!

Heritage walks in old Guwahati 
There is a reason why the phrase - old is gold - 
exists in our vocabulary and the old Guwahati 
area further cements that saying. Though there 
is no specific new Guwahati on either maps or 
local lingo, we can recommend certain 
localities that will bring back the old world 

charm once you set foot in them. And we are 
referring to the literal meaning of the word 

'foot' here as these vintage parts are best explored if 
you walk down its alleys and corridors. The major 
areas that fall under this bracket are?the academic 
hub of Panbazar, the colonial remnant Uzanbazar, 
the roads of Kharghuli, the entire area of 
Digholipukhuri and some parts of Aambari area.
We suggest you start with Panbazar amid its old 
bookshops and historic publishing houses. Home 
to Assam's premier educational institute, Cotton 
College, Panbazar is a place which is always alive 
with young student crowd. Then head towards the 
Digholipukhuri (a massive pond with boating 
facilities), one of the most happening landmarks of 
the city before rerouting to Uzanbazar where you 
will come face to face with some of the oldest 
residential colonies in Guwahati. From here you 
can head to the Kharghuli area where a beautiful 
stretch of road goes parallel with the Brahmaputra 
amid lush greenery.

Trekking in Nilachal Hills
If you are in North East and you don't climb a hill, 
your stay is incomplete so this is one thing you 
must do! The entire city is surrounded by hills and 
the best parts to go trekking are Nilachal hill and 
the hills of Nizorapaar. For easy accessibility and 
identification of Nilachal hill, just ask your cabbie 
or auto rickshaw driver to go to Kamakhya Temple. 
You will be dropped at the entry gate of the temple 
which is adjacent to the main road. From there, you 
can start your hike amid rich flora and fauna and 
even if you don't intend to visit the temple, be 
assured that your trekking experience will be one 
to cherish.
The next hiking destination you can hit is the hills 
of Nizorapaar. Located in the famous Chanmari 
area of Guwahati, this hill is somewhat more 
populated than Nilachal but scores in terms of 
scenic beauty and mindboggling views. The roads 
are serpentine and some parts offer steep climb that 
you normally don't expect in an inhabited hilly 
region. You may come across the odd vehicle but as 
you go up, the number will come down drastically.

Go for a ride in Accoland
Who does not like a fun outing in an amusement 
park located in the backdrop of a hillock? So even 
if you are not accompanied by a kid, you can 
anyway head towards Accoland, the best 
amusement park in Guwahati. Located on Rani 
Road in Patgaon area, this place is just over 5 kms 
from the Guwahati airport. Accoland is loaded 
with over 12 different rides and 16 other fun 
activities which give you the opportunity to get 
some adrenaline highs.
As common with amusement parks, the 
atmosphere here is of joy and fun so this is the best 
place to unwind a bit. Traveling, no matter how 
exciting it could be, always runs the risk of being 
tad tiresome and sometimes takes a toll on the 
traveler. But take a dip in the massive swimming 
pool in Accoland and get rejuvenated for the rest of 
the journey. The food joints in the park offer 
delicious snacks and beverage options and nothing 
completes fun like food, right?

Guwahati
Unmissable experiences in 

devoid of the pressure of a fixed 
number of hours. It ensured that the 
basics were put in place before 
rushing a student towards throwing 
a pot. Both, Mini and Jugalji 
offered attentive supervision, but it 
was up to the student to make best 
use of time at hand; ease of access 
to the studio was granted. Learning 
at Andretta, it became clear to me, 
would involve self-discipline and 
perseverance.

Andretta Pottery uses clay from 
the property. After a quick walk 
through by Jugalji, I was asked to 
pull clay out from storage bins and 
knead it, like dough. Then I fetched 

water from the stream that ran behind the 
studio to soften the clay. The wheels at the 
studio were manual and I learnt the technique 
to kick the wheel to get it moving. I would 
have never fathomed that pottery could be 
this labour intensive. Agnieszka, a Polish co-
student, who became a dear friend by the time 
I left, was visiting from London for three 
months. She worked as a ceramic technician 
back home. She said the techniques helped 
her progress faster. She was already handling 
a kilo of clay on the wheel while I gloriously 
struggled to centre a small lump.

I spent up to six hours every day on the 
wheel, breaking only for lunch and tea. By 
the evening, I would be physically exhausted 
with only enough energy to drag myself back 
to the house. Sunday was a day off and that's 
when we would explore the village and its 
neighbouring areas on foot.

We would walk to Panchrukhi, the closest 
village market. No eateries or coffee shops 
dotted the market, but grocery, booze, fruit 

and vegetables were available aplenty. For 
anything a level above basic, including 
Internet, we visited Palampur. (Data card speed 
was excruciatingly slow. Mobile connectivity, 
however was good.)

The two weeks flew by in a blink. It was too 
little time to even get all the pottery basics 
right, but I managed to make quite a few things 
in a technique called Slabbing. Mini teased me 
on the first day, saying, "You think you can 
learn pottery in two weeks!" He was right, I'm 
going back.

A head's up
Getting there: Take an overnight Deluxe bus 

from ISBT Delhi to Palampur (13 km from 
Andretta), or an overnight Volvo to 
Dharamsala (48 km from Andretta). Book on 
www.hptdc.nic.in. You could take an overnight 
train to Pathankot (120 km away), or a flight to 
Dharamsala or Amritsar (235 km away) and 
drive down.

Accommodation: The Andretta Pottery 
centre offers homestays. E-mail Jugal 
Sankhyan on sankhyan.j@gmail.com. The 
Mirage: Run by New Zealander Denis Haarap 
and his French wife, this property is a 
traditional mud house restored by the couple. 
Visit www.mirageandretta.com

Cost: Andretta Pottery is Rs 1,000/day all 
inclusive. Cab hires to travel to Bir/ 
Dharamsala cost Rs 800-1,500 for a return 
drive. This trip won't burn any holes in your 
pocket.Walking trails: Visit Norah Richard's 
mud home and Norah Centre for Arts and Soba 
Singh Art Gallery. There are several temples 
and monasteries not too far from Andretta. 
Dharamsala, the home of the Dalai Lama is 48 
km away. Bir, a Tibetan colony approximately 
28 km from Andretta, is fast emerging as a 
paragliding destination.
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