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VADODARA/KARJAN: Despite
the Gujarat government making grand
claims of a "corruption-free" admin-
istration and "zero tolerance" from
Gandhinagar, the ground reality in
Vadodara district paints a starkly dif-
ferent picture. The entire administra-
tive machinery appears to have
surrendered to the insatiable greed of
white-collar politicians from the rul-
ing party. From the Sarpanch's chair
to the District Panchayat President,
the district has become a swamp of
corruption where a multi-crore black
market operates in broad daylight.
Solid evidence of illegal sand mining,
extortion, and massive royalty theft
allegedly involving Vasant Rabari,
husband of Vadodara District Pan-
chayat President Jyotsnaben Vasantb-
hai Rabari, has sent shockwaves
through state politics.
Open Loot of the Narmada River:
Why are the SDM and Mamlatdar
Silent?
According to highly reliable sources,
massive stockpiles of illegally mined
sand have been dumped along the
main road leading from Nareshwar to
Palej without any government ap-
proval or royalty passes. Heavy ma-
chinery like JCBs and dumpers are

relentlessly tearing through the holy
Narmada River day and night, openly
plundering natural resources. The
most shameful question is: despite
this massive scam happening in plain
sight on a main highway, why have
Karjan SDM Shivam Baria, the Vado-
dara Collector, the District Superin-
tendent of Police (SP), and the local
Mamlatdar turned a blind eye? Is the
share of this multi-crore extortion
reaching Gandhinagar, rendering the
entire system helpless and reducing it
to a silent spectator before these
mafias? The greed of these alleged
leaders has grown to such an extent
that even poor milk producers and
farmers are not being spared. An offi-

cial audit report of Baroda Dairy has
made a sensational revelation that has
shaken the foundation of the cooper-
ative sector.  Government documents
have proven a massive financial scam
of approximately **₹50 to ₹60
lakh** at the dairy's chilling center lo-
cated in Subdol village. Why is the
dairy management failing to gather
the courage to file an FIR against the
influential leaders who squandered
the hard-earned money of poor farm-
ers for their personal gain? Why are
the Vadodara BJP District President
and local MLAs allegedly trying to
cover up this grave injustice?  A writ-
ten complaint with all the evidence
and documents regarding this open

loot and institutionalized corruption
has been sent directly to Chief Minis-
ter Bhupendra Patel. Despite this, the
lack of any concrete or strict orders
from the Chief Minister's Office
(CMO) is deeply disappointing.  The
entire administrative and police ma-
chinery of Vadodara is either bowing
to political pressure or has become a
silent partner in this multi-crore
racket. Karjan Taluka is being openly
plundered, while the government sits
blindfolded like Dhritarashtra.  When
the law comes down heavily on ordi-
nary citizens for minor rule viola-
tions, why is a red carpet rolled out
for politicians who use their power to
loot the Narmada River and swallow
the money of poor cattle herders?
'Mahanagar Metro' asks the Chief
Minister directly: Is your slogan of a
corruption-free government limited
only to election speeches? When will
these white-collar scammers be put
behind bars? If strict legal action is
not taken against these corrupt leaders
and the officials protecting them in
the coming days, the public of Vado-
dara will launch a fierce agitation
reaching all the way to Gandhina-
gar—and the entire responsibility will
lie with this helpless and compro-
mised administrative system!

Law Mocked in Vadodara Amid Intoxication of Power
From District Panchayat to Baroda Dairy, Corruption

Thrives as Administration Bows to Mining Mafia
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KARJAN/VADODARA: The Gujarat gov-
ernment may make grand claims of a corrup-
tion-free administration and "zero tolerance"
from its seat in Gandhinagar, but the ground
reality is starkly different. In Vadodara dis-
trict, the entire administrative machinery has
seemingly surrendered to the insatiable greed
of the ruling party's white-collar politicians.
From the Sarpanch's chair to the District Pan-
chayat President, the district has devolved into
a swamp of corruption where a multi-crore
black market flourishes in broad daylight.
Solid evidence has surfaced against Vasant
Rabari, husband of Vadodara District Pan-
chayat President Jyotsnaben Vasantbhai
Rabari, exposing his alleged involvement in
illegal sand mining, extortion, and crores of
rupees in royalty theft. This revelation has
caused a massive uproar across state politics.
According to highly reliable sources, a mas-
sive stockpile of illegal sand has been
amassed on the main road from Nareshwar to
Palej, entirely without government approval
or royalty passes. Heavy machinery, including
JCBs and dumpers, tear through the holy Nar-
mada River day and night, engaging in the
blind plunder of natural resources. The most
shameful question remains: despite this mas-
sive scam occurring in plain sight on the main
highway, why are Karjan SDM Shivam Baria,
the Vadodara Collector, the District Superin-
tendent of Police (SP), and the local Mamlat-
dar turning a blind eye? Is the echo of
multi-crore weekly extortion payouts reaching
all the way to Gandhinagar, rendering the en-
tire system a helpless, mute spectator before
these mafias?
The greed of these so-called leaders has
grown to such an extent that they are not even
sparing poor milk producers and farmers. An
official audit report of Baroda Dairy has made
a sensational disclosure that has shaken the
foundations of the cooperative sector. Govern-
ment documents have conclusively proven a
major financial scam of approximately ₹50 to
₹60 lakh at the dairy's chilling center located
in Subdol village.
Why is the dairy management failing to
muster the courage to file an FIR against these
influential leaders who squandered poor farm-
ers' money for their selfish interests? Why are
the Vadodara BJP District President and local
MLAs trying to cover up this massive sin? A
written complaint detailing this open loot and
institutionalized corruption, backed by sub-
stantial evidence and documents, has been
sent directly to State Chief Minister Bhupen-
dra Patel. Despite this, the lack of any con-
crete or strict orders issued by the Chief

Minister's Office (CMO) to date is deeply dis-
appointing. The entire administrative and po-
lice apparatus of Vadodara is either bowing to
political pressure or has become a silent part-
ner in this billion-rupee game. Karjan Taluka
is being stripped of its dignity in broad day-
light, while the government sits blindfolded
like Dhritarashtra.
'Mahanagar Metro' Asks a Direct and Piercing
Question: When Will the Hammer of Law Fall
on Corrupt Leaders? When the baton of the
law is swiftly swung at an ordinary citizen for
minor rule violations, why is a red carpet
rolled out for politicians who use the power
of the state to loot the Narmada River and

swallow the money of poor cattle herders?
'Mahanagar Metro' poses a direct question to
the Chief Minister: Is your slogan of a corrup-
tion-free administration limited only to elec-
tion speeches? When will these white-collar
scammers be thrown behind bars? If strict
legal action is not initiated against these cor-
rupt leaders and the officials shielding them
in the coming days, the public of Vadodara
will launch a fierce agitation that will echo all
the way to Gandhinagar. The complete re-
sponsibility for this fallout will lie squarely on
the shoulders of this helpless and compro-
mised administrative system!

Law Mocked Under Intoxication of Power in Vadodara
Corruption Eats Through District Panchayat to Baroda

Dairy; Administration Helpless Before Mining Mafia
Mountains of sand stand without royalty on the Nareshwar highway, yet
the Collector, SP, and Mines & Minerals Department remain silent; which

offices are receiving the multi-crore extortion payouts?
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promise.THE Centre’s database for tracking school 
There are positives too. The dropout rate has infrastructure, enrolment and teacher 

declined across preparatory and secondary statistics across the country confirms a 
levels. Zero-enrolment schools have fallen steady shift of students from government 
from 12,954 to 5,663, and single-teacher to private schools. Nearly 86 lakh have 
schools from 1.11 lakh to 1.01 lakh. The moved out in just two years. Over the same 
teacher workforce is now 1.03 crore, period, private unaided recognised 
improving the overall pupil-teacher ratio schools have absorbed an additional 88 
from 25 to 24. The uptick in girls’ lakh students. The Unified District 
representation to 48.4 per cent is Information System for Education Plus 
encouraging. Some claims sound too good has also reported a marginal decline in 
to be true. The report says 58.2 per cent of school enrolment from the foundational to 
the schools are equipped with ramps and the secondary level from 24.8 crore in 
handrails for students with disabilities, and 2023-24 to 24.72 crore in 2025-26. 
98.5 per cent have toilets for girls. Government school enrolment dropped 
Handwashing stations are available in 96.9 sharply from 12.75 crore to 11.89 crore. 
per cent of schools, while 99.5 per cent have The numbers are proof that despite the 
access to safe drinking water. Mere shortcomings and fading appeal, 

governments to prioritise the sector. Going by ground provision of a facility in no way means it is functional government schools remain the default option for a 
reports, quality education remains an unfulfilled or being put to optimum use.vast majority. This only adds to the responsibility of 

Measuring worth of  
bilateral deals in outcomes

Fate of Rashtrapati Bhavan at stake

Education data : Shift from govt schools worrying

With no let-up in high-level summertime visits to 
New Delhi—unlike in the capital’s searing heat 
until some years ago—there is no dearth of bilateral 
agreements India is concluding with foreign 
countries this year. Add to this Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s travels abroad, and such 
agreements abound. On the face of it, these are 
more than India can handle.
Instead of quibbling over them, it would be a good 
idea to do an audit a year from now how many of 
these outcomes have survived and how many have 
fallen by the wayside. Parliament’s Standing 
Committee on External Affairs should demand 
such an audit in the interest of taxpayers, who are 
paying for most of these outcomes.In tiny 
Seychelles, there were 19 outcomes, including 
memoranda of understanding, programme 
launches and development aid agreements during 
the PM’s three-day stay in June. In equally small 
Slovakia, where Modi spent two days in June, there 
were 11 MoUs and letters of intent in addition to 
three other outcomes. The PM visited France twice 
in June, which resulted in 13 LoIs, MoUs, 
agreements and similar outcomes.
May and June, both hot months in New Delhi, saw 
four incoming presidential visits, one vice-
presidential visit and, most high-profile of all, the 
highly anticipated arrival of the US Secretary of 
State, Marco Rubio. Whatever was agreed when 
Venezuela’s Acting President, Delcy Rodrigues, 
came to India from June 3 to 7 will now have to be 
reworked because of two devastating earthquakes. 
Venezuela’s needs and priorities have changed 
with this natural disaster which befell the country 
17 days after the Acting President returned to 
Caracas. Because of distance and connectivity 
problems, India cannot fulfil these changed 
priorities of short-term relief and long-term 
rehabilitation beyond the token help that New 
Delhi has already dispatched to the twin 
earthquake’s epicentre.Rubio’s four-day visit in 
May began in Kolkata, took in Jaipur and Agra in 
addition to New Delhi, but fell short of its main 
expectation of fixing the date for a long-delayed 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue or Quad Summit 
in India. Donald Trump told Rubio after he briefed 
the US President on his trip that he can visit India 
only next year. Hopes that the atmosphere would 
improve for concluding an India-US trade 
deal—although it is the turf of trade and commerce 
officials in both countries—also did not materialise 
after Rubio’s otherwise-cordial meetings in 
India.There was a discordant note to the 
celebrations of America’s 250th birthday in 
Rubio’s presence when angry bhakts began tearing 
down commemorative rexine posters with Trump’s 
face on them. Their ostensible reason was that the 
Central Command of US Defense Department had 
approved the bombing of merchant ships with 
Indian sailors, causing collateral damage. The real 
reason for the bhakts’ anger was that the posters put 
up on the backs of 8,000-odd autorickshaws by the 
US embassy in New Delhi had displaced posters on 
of the national capital’s three-wheelers extolling 12 
years of the ruling regime at the Centre.
On a rough calculation, these six incoming VVIP 
visits in May and June produced approximately 50 
outcomes. While considering any audit for a 
balance sheet of productive items for all 
visits—incoming and outgoing—what must be 
borne in mind is that throughout independent 
India’s history, there is a lot of dramatic attention 
paid to a visit when it takes place. Once the visit is 
over, the outcomes are, more often than not, 
forgotten. Only the most important ones are 
followed up. Which was why Myanmar’s foreign 
minister once joked with his then Indian 
counterpart, S M Krishna, that India had joined 
Nato. He explained to a puzzled Krishna that the 
‘Nato’ he was referring to meant ‘no action, talk 
only’. Sweet talk during VVIP visits is cheap. What 
is important is implementation after visits 
conclude.

ZKerala’s shift from anti-bourgeois rhetoric to embracing entrepreneurship can be reflected in changing plotlines. While red tape thwarts a small business in 1989 film 
Varavelpu, a modern-day idea in 2025’s Hridayapoorvam finds expression. Land-starved Taiwan can teach the state a lesson in making do with less

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the ruling 
dispensation are determined to do away with India’s 
“thousand years of slavery”. As part of this project, the 
Union Government has been redeveloping the Central 
Vista in the heart of New Delhi, the city that the British 
built after they decided to move the capital of the Raj 
from Calcutta in 1911. It took them 20 years to build the 
new capital, which was inaugurated in 1931.At the head 
of the Vista, up on Raisina Hill, was the principal seat of 
imperial power — the imposing Viceroy’s House. Down 
the hill were North and South Blocks which housed the 
secretariat of the Raj. And then came a vast rectangular 
space — the Great Place — at whose northern end a 
circular Central Legislature was constructed. From the 
gates of the Viceroy’s House through the centre of the 
Great Place was a grand 3 km-long road — Kingsway — 
flanked by lawns and ponds. Kingsway culminated in 
the All India War Memorial. Beyond that was the large 
traffic roundabout with a canopy above the statue of 
King George V.The Kingsway lawns were bounded by 
Queen Victoria Road to the north and King Edward 
Road to the south. On these roads were located the 
residences of the Executive Councillors. The Imperial 
Records Department building was constructed on 

after Maulana Azad. Vayu Bhawan and Rail Bhawan Bharat.Certainly, it was important for Modi to change Queen Victoria Road. The only princely state to be given 
were also built.For some of these buildings, the houses “subsidiary” buildings, but all this may not be enough as the privilege of having a residence on King Edward 
of the Executive Councillors were brought down. In long as the apex structure of the Raj remains the seat of Road was Jodhpur. No princely state had a house on 
time, the only one which remained was that of the Vice the Republic’s power. That is, in itself, incongruous. Can Queen Victoria Road. Away from the Vista, on a radial 
President of India. Later, the Indira Gandhi National it continue indefinitely in view of the ruling party’s road to the south of the Viceroy’s House, the second 
Centre for the Arts and the Jawaharlal Nehru Bhawan ideology and Modi’s project? Would they not prefer that most imposing house in the new capital was built. This 
were also constructed. In all these changes, an attempt the Rashtrapati Bhavan become a historical monument was Flagstaff House, the residence of the Commander-
was made to retain the integrity of the Vista. like so many in Delhi?Naturally, the construction of a in-Chief.A couple of “temporary” constructions were 

During his tenure as PM, Modi has been radically new Presidential residence will be a project of mammoth built on the two roads during the Second World War. 
changing the Vista. Thus, a new Parliament building and proportions. It will also be controversial, but the PM has Thus, on Queen Victoria Road, a Central Vista mess for 
Secretariat buildings have been constructed. North and never shied away from dissent in matters which he the Air Force came up and an Army mess was built on 
South Blocks have been abandoned and will be considers essential to his ideology and legacy. The the lawns of the Jodhpur House.As India became a 
converted into museums. A new Vice President’s second aspect is the need for land. Clearly, unlike the Republic, it was only natural to change the names of the 
residence has been built and a new Prime Minister’s construction of the new Parliament building while the old buildings on the Vista. Thus, the Viceroy’s House 
House is under construction. Several post- one has become an adjunct cannot be a model for a new (Government House from 1947 to 1950) eventually 
Independence and pre-Independence buildings have Presidential residence. The present structure’s size and became Rashtrapati Bhavan. The Central Legislature 
been brought down. A grand War Memorial has come up location make that impossible. Hence, land will have to building became the Parliament building and Flagstaff 
in front of the National Stadium, near India Gate. And, be found in the centre of Delhi.The steps being taken to House began to be called Teen Murti House, the 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s statue is now under the cancel leases of imperial institutions and land parcels of residence of India’s first Prime Minister. The Imperial 
canopy where once stood that of George V. adjoining government structures can make sufficient Records Department became the National Archives and 

Yet, while the reconstruction of the Vista is in progress, land available for a new Presidential residence. Indeed, the War Memorial was popularly called India Gate. 
can Modi’s ambitious project be said to be complete as while other reasons are being given for some of these George V’s statue was taken down.
long as the structure which was the crowning edifice of lease cancellations, does the actual one lie in wanting a As space requirements increased after Independence, new 
British imperial authority remains the residence of new Presidential residence? A new one which construction was done for government offices. Thus, the 
India’s Rashtrapati? The PM has taken keen interest in harmonises India’s ancient glory with its current National Museum, Krishi Bhawan and Shastri Bhawan 
the construction of the new buildings, which seek to resurgence and the promise of Viksit Bharat will be far were built on Queen Victoria Road, which was renamed 
blend — both in their architecture and interiors — removed in nature and spirit from the imperial building Rajendra Prasad Road, and Udyog Bhawan and Nirman 
India’s ancient traditions with the aspiration of Viksit where the Rashtrapati currently resides.Bhawan on King Edward Road, which was renamed 

The govt’s Central Vista project can pave the way for a new Presidential residence

achiever under the Business Reforms Action Plan. Back when I was growing up in 1990s’ Kerala, among the 
Under the LDF, Kerala got its first startup unicorn: films I remember watching were Varavelpu and 
Open, a fintech platform. The LDF deserves credit for Mithunam. Both told the story of the protagonists’ 
supporting a more open environment for private struggles to start new businesses. In Varavelpu, Murali 
enterprise in more recent years. With entrepreneurship tries to start a bus service; in Mithunam, Sethu tries to 
broadly accepted by society and administrative burdens open a biscuit factory. They face union leaders with red 
easing, Kerala is now better positioned for a serious flags, regulations upon regulations, and bureaucrats 
growth push.Yet, the state’s manufacturing sector is empowered by those regulations. Murali had to 
thin, partly due to heavy constraints around land eventually give up his business and go back to the Gulf. 
conversion and labour flexibility. The new government The films captured a culture in which small business 
could consider easing those constraints. A common owners were not seen as job creators but as suspicious 
excuse—from the left to the right—is that Kerala has profit-seekers—they were petite-bourgeois figures.

Today they would be called entrepreneurs. Murali’s bus little land. But scarcity is not destiny. Taiwan had 
service and Sethu’s biscuit factory would be called advantages that Kerala lacks. But with a comparable 
startups. On WhatsApp, their stories would be area, it built high-value industrial clusters while keeping 
forwarded from group to group. Young people would planned industrial land below 1.5 percent of its territory. 
find inspiration in their hard work to create something For Kerala, that scale is roughly the total area of Cherpu 
new in Kerala. Politicians and pundits would praise plus three neighbouring block panchayats.The lesson is 
them. Society would appreciate their efforts to create simple: Kerala does not need more land; it needs the will 

systems. Since then, leftists have managed to get elected ‘entrepreneurs’—you find it all around on social media, jobs. Clearly, the culture has shifted.As politics tends to to use a small portion of it well. The government may 
in roughly every other election in the state. Congress-led college campuses and even in textbooks. Many students be downstream of culture, the communists moved from wish to explore coastal reclamation for industries after 
governments, when they came to power, rarely enacted openly aspire to become entrepreneurs. Schools run restraining the bourgeoisie to openly praising strict environmental-impact review. It could also 
radically different policies despite being somewhat pro- ‘studentpreneur’ events. The LDF government entrepreneurs. In a revealing turn, former industry consider modernising labour regulation to enable fixed-
capitalist in rhetoric.These policies shaped the risk celebrated 2022-23 as the Year of Enterprises and set out minister P Rajeeve said, “We communists are not term contracts, clear notice and severance rules, and 
perception of private enterprises, although they were not “to identify and handhold aspiring entrepreneurs”.working in a communist system. We are working in a portable benefits. Any such reform would need to 
the only reason for Kerala’s failure to industrialise at Decades ago, the leftists had set out to curb bourgeois capitalist system.”I grew up hearing the berating of balance economic growth with environmental 
scale. In that climate, businesspeople feared unions, interests. The contrast today is striking—from ‘fighting ‘bourgeoisie’ all around me—in newspapers, at street safeguards and worker protections.
strikes and forced shutdowns. The brave ones, like bourgeoisie’ to ‘handholding entrepreneurs’. The leftist Sethu and Murali would cheer on the ongoing rallies and during strikes at my college. “Down with the 
Murali and Sethu, learned their lessons the hard way. parties in the state call this pragmatism. Such a shift is transformation in Kerala. Their contemporary is bourgeoisie! End the hegemony!” the communists 
Youth flocked to the Gulf. Students did not say not unheard of—they have been noted for the Sandeep in the 2025 film Hridayapoorvam, who runs a would protest. Nobody I knew had a convincing 
“businessman” when teachers asked what they wanted communist regimes in Bengal and China. One could cloud-kitchen chain seemingly without interference counterargument. But this story began long before my 
to become. By the end of the 20th century, large-scale perhaps describe Kerala’s transformation as ‘socialism from union leaders or regulatory officers. It is fitting that time. In 1957, Kerala elected a communist government, 
private industr ial  ambit ion in Kerala fel t  with Malayali characteristics’.There have been signs of Mohanlal played all three characters—the same star, a which quickly enacted policies that went with anti-
moribund.Today, ‘bourgeoisie’ is being replaced by progress. Kerala was recently recognised as a top different Kerala.bourgeois ideas. Land reforms rolled back feudal 

The past and future road to entrepreneurship in Kerala

Going by ground reports, quality education remains an unfulfilled promise
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Keep 

clutter under control
The kitchen is one of 
the most utilised 
places in your home. 
Moreover, it's the 
place where you 
prepare all your meals 
and hence you should 
make sure it's both 
clean and clutter-free! 
Here's how to keep 
the kitchen looking 
great without too 
much fuss.

Here's how to keep the kitchen looking 

great without too much fuss.

Make proper use of your 

counter space
To avoid having your countertops look 

cluttered, make sure everything that is not 

kitchen-essential is moved out of that room. 

Instead of just putting bananas on the 

counter, find a great banana hook or three-

tiered platter that you can display fruit on 

without taking up added countertop area.

Keep things at the right place
Don't just drop your keys, wallet and cell 

phone on the counter when you come home 

from a long day. Hang an organizer 

shelf on one wall and store those 

items there until you need them 

again.

Utilize technology
Posting coupons all over the fridge 

is a great way to ensure you'll see 

them every day, but it doesn't make 

for a streamlined look. Invest in an 

inexpensive coupon box or plastic 

envelope and refer to it when you 

are making your grocery list.

Avoid piling up
Don't allow dishes to pile up in the 

sink, put them straight into the 

Ideas to maintain 
indoor potted plants
- Don't over or under water them. Most 
plants don't want to have their roots 
submerged in a damp swamp.
- Indoor plants like a constnt 
temperature, so keep them in 
an area that does not become 
too cold or too hot.
- They don't like draughts or 
any sudden moves and they 
like some feeding because they 
have no access to nutrients 
beyond their pot or container.
- Many indoor plants will like a 
moist environment, in other 
words, humid air.
- You'll find there are indoor 
plants suitable for the bathroom, ones that 

Use old scrap for chic 

There's more you can do with your interiors; 

use old scrap to make pretty home decor 

itemas. ashok kumar mudetiya tells you how...

Interiors

(like if you place one horizontally, We have moved into an era where all 
place the other vertically and people can think is about going green. 
otherwise).Recycling is passe. The trend that has 

3. Use your old coasters as a wall made a buzz now is upcycling, that is, 
hanging. Use colourful ribbons or reusing vintage products such that you 
threads to tie up the coasters after can make it into something of a higher 
they're painted in your style, and then value.
place them on your wall. You could do Basically, it is about using products for a 
the same with your tea sieves, by little more time before there is place in 
painting them up and hanging them on the landfill so it can be discarded. 
the wall.Though greentailing is not all that 

4. Radhika Khaitan, who is an upcycler hyped up in India as it is abroad, it sure 
herself, says you can use old baked has grabbed many an eyeball. Gone are 

beans tins, or beer bottle the days, when all that 
tins in many ways. Clean youth could think of is 
the tins up and paint it to draining their brains. A 
use it as a flower vase. She lot of our youngsters are 
also says that you can making a business out of 
stack many a newspaper recycling and well,  
together, glue them up what's better when you 
together and cut them such can both make money 
that they make pretty and tell mother nature 
coaster.that you care.

5. Take small boxes, glue up Upcycling, like mentioned 
your favourite magazine earlier, is quite a rage in 
articles on them, and also the West, especially 
sequence the edges to use when it comes to home 

it as a showpiece for your desk.6. decor. But fret not! For all of you who 
Another upcycler, Suren Vikhash U like trying out and customising goods at 
says, "You can use tetra pack containers home, here are some fun ideas for you 
to make pen stands by cutting them to try out yourself at home:
partially in the middle. This is a good 1. Bind your old hard cover books 
and easy way to upcycle."7. Use your together (side by side), such that it 
old cartons and boxes, paint them or looks like a plank. You can use this as a 
cover them up with colourful paper, book shelf and place them on your wall. 
place sequins on them, and use the end-This is a funky way of upcycling.
product as a magazine or newspaper 2. To get that rustic look, you can use cane 
holder.These are just some simple sieves (the ones with which your moms 
methods you can use to make your and mom-in-laws sieve rice in) to make 
home decor look both classy and eco-it into a photo-frame. How? Well, just 
friendly.Well, there are a lot more ways paint them in funkyways, give them 
to do the same and customise your different strokes with different hues and 
home decor according to your personal you can paste your photographs on 
style. After all, your home should them before placing them on the wall. 
reflect your personality and what better You could also make a photo wall, by 
way to do up your interiors your way.placing many sieves in different angles 

dishwasher or hand wash the items you've 

used and put them on a drying rack or hand 

dry them immediately. If you have company, 

of course, wait until the party's over to get to 

the dirty work.

Hide unnecessary items
Though accessories like spice racks and 

utensil caddies are designed to be part of 

your kitchen decor these days, try to limit the 

number of accessories and small appliances 

(such as coffeemakers, automatic can 

openers, juicers, etc.) that sit out on your 

counter. Keep these items in cabinets or your 

pantry and pull them out only when you need 

them.

kitchen 

are almost indestructible and some that are 
pure delights — flowering 
or fruiting plants that are 
easy to tempt into dazzling 
displays a few times a year.- 
If you're growing a foliage 
species that is cleaned and 
pampered by a rainy climate, 
you can mimic that situation 
by a simple applied mist.
- For wonderful impact in a 
bright and sunny room, try 
something with flowers or 
berries.
- Oh, and you can forget air 
fresheners — indoor plants 

will purify the air.
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Kitchen design can be tricky but some 

smart adjustments can make your 

kitchen appear bigger and spacious.

The size of kitchens in the city are 

shrinking with time. What used to be the 

most important area in the house has now 

been limited to only utilitarian purposes. 

However, when it comes to doing up your 

kitchen, you can work wonders with 

limited space at hand.Small kitchens can 

be difficult to work in, specially for 

individuals who want everything to be 

accessible and neat. They can be made 

to look big with a few adjustments.
"There is no fixed dimension for a 

kitchen. When it comes to 

individual houses we can do 

any th ing  and  every th ing  

according to the customers 

need. But apartments have 

limited space. Putting an 

accessory in a small kitchen 

w i l l  n o t  h e l p  s a v e  

space.Open shelves make 

better sense because of the 

ease of access. It helps in 

utilising 100 per cent of the 

space in the kitchen. 

Modifying a kitchen with 

open shelve increases the 

space. You not only have 

more storage space, the 

room looks a lot bigger," 

says S Selvapathy, chief 

executive, Master Design 

Kraft Modular Kitchen. 
W o o d w o r k  p l a y s  a  

significant role in kitchen 

fittings. The right kind of wood 

for your kitchen depends mostly 

on weather and climate. P 

Aravindan, designer, Amphaa 

Projects, talks about three types of 

wood. He says, "Rubber wood, a 

light-coloured tropical hardwood is 

obtained from the rubber tree. It is 

c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  a s  a n  

environmentally friendly wood. 

A bachelor's life has its own perks and 

privileges. One can be free in his or her way 

without making compromises or any 

responsibility. When you think of a 

bachelor's home, there are some 

striking features that 

come instantly to your 

mind. An unkempt 

living room, a messy 

b e d r o o m  a n d  a  

completely unorganised 

kitchen. However, these 

are mostly movie and 

sitcom cliches which 

mould our perception of 

bachelor pads. It will be surprising to some to 

know what can be done with minimum effort 

when it comes to designing a perfect bachelor 

pad.

N a n

c y  S a t i s h ,  o f  

Designworks, says 

bachelors are for 

t w o  t y p e s  o f  

people, the ones 

who are waiting 

to get married 

and others who 

live in cities on 

a temporary 

basis for work 

o r  o t h e r  

engagements

.  " T h e  

necessities 

o f  t h e s e  

bachelors 

will vary. 

T h e  

c e n t r e  

of any 

bachelor pad is the entertainment centre. Be 

it the television, music system, Playstation 

or Xbox, all the other decor elements 

complement these accessories," she says. 

"The kitchen elements are minimal and 

utilitarian. Even the living room has 

furniture like bean bags, lounge chairs and 

La-Z-boys."
The living room is the sanctum sanctorum 

for a bachelor pad. They have get-

togethers at their place quite often and 

they ensure that they have necessary 

pieces of furniture to have a blast. 

Gautam Dhiman, an advertising 

professional, handpicked all his living 

room furniture. He says, "I want my 

friends to relax and feel free when they 

come over. Each and every piece of my 

living room furniture is directed 

t o w a r d s  m y  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  

unit.Brightly coloured, no-fuss chairs 

are my first choice to adorn the living 

space instead of bulky couches. I 

have made a small dining space with 

four chairs and a small glass table 

and hung a bulb over it. Bean bags 

are a must for any bachelor pad and 

today you have a lot of options at 

hand."
Designer Harish Mehta believes that 

simplicity is what defines a bachelor's 

home. He says, "You don't see huge pieces 

of furniture in a bachelor's abode. It is all 

about utility and space saving. Today, one 

has many options in light-weight and trendy 

furniture. I personally suggest bachelors to 

opt for cane furniture for their living room. It 

not only provides a classic look but is also 

sturdy enough to survive the weekend 

parties. Even a well-placed mattress with 

lots of brightly coloured cushions can do the 

trick. For bachelors, it is important that they 

keep the maintenance part in mind before 

going in for any kind of decor element." He 

maintains that there is no definition for a 

bachelor's pad design. He adds, "This is the 

most important aspect of doing up a 

bachelor's space. The ideas are unique and 

completely out-of-the box with no 

limitations of elements and designs."

Decor trends: Pad it up Go eclectic for 
unique décor

You can bring an exotic feel to your home 
with an eclectic style of interior decor.
Give your home an exotic feel by combining 
various styles, time periods, colours, 
textures and patterns. This decor style, 
called eclectic, is for people who love 
something about different decor styles. It is a 
combination of both old and new styles and 
allows for a great deal of flexibility. An 
eclectic home has many elements but they 
all share a commonality, whether it's 
tonality, line, shape or pattern. Eclectic style 
grants you the freedom of mixing and 
matching different decor styles and creating 
your own unique decor. There is only one 
major rule for this style the decor should 
look consistent and harmonious.
DESIGN PRINCIPLES
This style undeniably requires skill, basic 
knowledge of design principles and a vision. 
Contrast is an important characteristic of an 
eclectic style. Accessories could also be a 
point of contrast. Follow the concept of 
closeness in seating pieces.
To tie together a variety of decorative styles, 
it is impor tant to give parts of the interior a 
timeless treatment.For windows, however, 
choose treatments that defy time, such as 
straight-hanging drapery.Roman shades are 
easy to live with. It's not always important to 
match the knick-knacks you pick up with the 
theme of your home, as long as you 
introduce just a few pieces. But if possible, 
match them with the 
decor.
C O L O U R  A N D  
CHARACTER
Colour is a crucial point 
for this design theme. 
Add character to your 
eclectic decor by mixing 
the wood finishes or 
f a b r i c  
pa t t e rns .Othe rwise ,  
create a unique feature 
b y  p u r c h a s i n g  
readymade drapes and 
adding a band of custom 
fabric to the top or 
bottom.
Spaces decorated in an 
eclectic style can easily 
change according to 
mood, inspiration and 

budget.Blend a mix of styles. Don't 
overwhelm small rooms with an abundance 
of upholstery.Select furnishings with 
slender lines. Remember, pale and neutral 
colours have a low impact on the decor.
An eclectic style can combine smooth shiny 
tiles with deep rich wood. Go for uniquely-
designed items, customised range of furni 
ture or display accessories.
Don't be hesitant to mix patterns, textures 
and colours. Experiment with silks, wood, 
glass and dif ferent textures to highlight 
design elements unique lighting is a must. 
Opt for LEDs for concealed light ing.
CONTRASTS
Contrast is key to an eclec tic style. 
Sometimes the lesser pieces have in com 
mon, the more they set each other off. 
However, it is im portant to pick your con 
trasts carefully as too many contrasts create 
chaos.
Though you are provided with the freedom 
to dare with this style, the princi ples 
concerning form, scale, composition and 
propor tion are to be kept in mind while 
designing under this style. Contrasts in 
textures offer interesting visuals.Green 
plants add a fascinating backdrop to smooth 
ceramic pots, figurines or sculptures. 
Bamboo blinds will add a soothing texture 
to a multifaceted room with an eclectic 
ensemble of furniture and accessories.
DISTINCT STYLE

The house you stay is an 
extension of you and 
should echo your taste 
while keeping the rules of 
the decor style in which it 
i s  d o n e  u p .  M o s t  
handicraft stores have an 
interesting array of things 
that will fit right into your 
home.When you buy an 
object, think of all the 
ways in which you can 
use it besides its original 
purpose. You will be 
surprised to discover the 
possibilities. Let your 
style reflect in everything 
you bring into your home. 
It's a sure-shot way to 
make your decor unique.

Make your kitchen

Look biggerLook bigger
Make your kitchen

Plywood, is a sheet material manufactured from 

thin layers of wood and membrane wood is 

manufactured using optimum quality wood. 

Moisture resistant plywood is widely used in 

Chennai kitchens." 
You have to choose your colours wisely if you 

wish to give a spacious look to a small kitchen. 

"Choosing light colours like white, cream or 

soft beige for your kitchen will reflect light and 

make the space feel bigger. The wall colour 

should be in contrast with the cabinets and the 

floor colour. You can also go for pop-colours. 

Just choose a color that is equally light, like pale 

yellow, sky blue, or blush.This will make the 

space to open and airy, not dark and congested," 

he adds. 
Good lighting helps by allowing you to make 

the best use of the space you have. "My husband 

and I wanted to make our kitchen space look big 

and bright. We painted the walls in light blue 

colour and opted for open shelves instead of 

upper cabinets which makes our kitchen look 

spacious. We also installed cabinet lights which 

makes it bright," says Swetha Reddy, a 

housewife from the city.

Living alone has its perks and when 

it comes to decor, sky is the limit.
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