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Mumbai. While Maharashtra contin-
ues to promote Thane as a modern
smart city, serious allegations have
emerged claiming that a large-scale il-
legal gambling network is operating
within the city under the alleged pro-
tection of influential individuals and
sections of the local administration.
According to information obtained
from confidential sources and inves-
tigative leads, a luxurious bungalow
located behind Upvan Patsar, near the
Yeoor Check Post within the jurisdic-
tion of Vartak Nagar Police Station,
has allegedly been converted into a
high-security interstate gambling hub.
Sources claim that the premises func-
tions as a "mini casino," where mas-
sive sums of money are wagered
every day.
Interstate Gambling Network
The operation is alleged to attract
high-profile gamblers from several
states, including businessmen from
Gujarat's diamond industry, reputed
gamblers from Rajasthan, land mafia
figures from Haryana, and influential
businessmen and alleged white-collar
offenders from Mumbai, Nashik and
Jalgaon.Sour ces claim that luxury ve-
hicles carrying VIP visitors regularly
enter the premises during late-night
hours, while local police patrols al-
legedly avoid the area during those
periods.

Names Allegedly Linked to the Syn-
dicate According to the investigation,
the alleged network is reportedly
managed by several individuals
whose names frequently surface in
local criminal circles.
ources identify Raja Thakur and Jeetu
Jalgaon  as the alleged financiers and
principal operators of the syndicate.
Mangesh Bhonsle and Shekhar
Wadala are said to oversee security
arrangements and manage the deploy-
ment of bouncers.
The day-to-day operations are al-
legedly handled by Rafa (Ghodi
Bhuriya) and Gopal Sharma, who is
described by sources as the manager
and financial coordinator. It is alleged
that Sharma not only supervises gam-

bling activities but also manages
the alleged distribution of illegal
payments to various officials.
Alleged Political Connections
Sources further claim that Raja
Thakur portrays himself as hav-
ing close links with senior polit-
ical leadership in Maharashtra,
including leaders at the Deputy
Chief Minister level. These
claims remain unverified, but ac-
cording to insiders, such alleged
political backing has enabled the
syndicate to operate without fear
of enforcement.
Questions Over Police Over-

sight
The biggest question raised is how
such an alleged operation could func-
tion within the jurisdiction of Vartak
Nagar Police Station without the
knowledge of local authorities.
Sources allege that substantial illegal
payments are routinely made to en-
sure uninterrupted operations. They
further claim that detailed complaints
regarding the gambling den have al-
ready been submitted to senior police
officials, including officers at the
DCP and Police Commissioner levels.
No official confirmation or response
has yet been made public regarding
these allegations.
Allegations Regarding Illegal
Funding
The investigation also includes seri-

ous allegations that a portion of the al-
leged proceeds from the gambling op-
eration is being diverted toward
unlawful activities, including the
funding of illegal religious conversion
networks through certain intermedi-
aries.
These allegations are based on source
claims and have not been indepen-
dently verified. No official investiga-
tion confirming these allegations has
been announced at the time of publi-
cation.
Questions Raised by Mahanagar
Metro
1. If complaints have allegedly
reached the Chief Minister's Office,
why has no visible action been taken?
2. Has the Thane Police Commis-
sioner ordered any investigation into
the alleged gambling syndicate?
3. Will the role of officers responsible
for the Vartak Nagar Police Station ju-
risdiction be independently exam-
ined?
4. If the allegations are false, why has
no official clarification been issued by
the concerned authorities?
Editorial Note
The allegations published in this re-
port are based on information pro-
vided by confidential sources and
investigative inputs. The individuals
named in this report have not been
convicted of any offence,  official in-
vestigation or judicial process. 

India's Most Notorious Gambling Syndicate Al-
legedly Operating from the Yeoor Hills
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Noida.(Agency)

seating areas and roadside parking for 
more than 100 vehicles. With Sector 18 
market and Atta Market in close proximity, 
the area is set to witness substantial 
footfall.
In Oct last year, the Authority invited bids 
from private firms to operate all 19 kiosks 
under a single lease agreement for an 
initial seven-year term, extendable to 10 
years. The tender required an earnest 
money deposit of Rs 12 lakh, while the 
annual lease rental was fixed at Rs 1.28 
crore, working out to nearly Rs 56,000 per 
kiosk every month. The high rental proved 
to be a deterrent.Under the revised plan, 
the kiosks will be leased for five years, 

meet the eligibility criteria. The authority with a provision for extension, and the 
Nearly a year after a failed attempt to lease has now decided to relax the requirements monthly rent for each kiosk is expected to 
an entire street market to a single private and allot the kiosks individually. Bidding is be between Rs 40,000 and Rs 50,000.While 
operator, 19 kiosks there between Botanical scheduled to commence in two weeks,” said no business category has been specified, 
Garden Metro Station and GIP Mall are set the officer on special duty, Noida Authority, officials said the kiosks may be used to sell 
to be allotted to individual applicants by the Indu Prakash Singh. food and beverages, gift items, clothing, 

Developed along DSC Road at a cost of Noida Authority.“A request for proposal electronics and similar items in retail 
around Rs 3 crore, the street market has was issued last year. Many bidders failed to outlets.

6 years of  ‘acidity’ turns out to be 2k gallstones

Noida Authority reverses plan, opts for 
individual allotment of  19 kiosks near GIP

NGT seeks explanation from panel for 2-month 
lag on Yamuna illegal mining inspection

Gurgaon.(Agency)
The district consumer commission has 
ordered e-commerce major Amazon 
Seller Services to pay Rs 5,000 for 
mental harassment and Rs 1,000 as 
litigation costs to a consumer, holding 
the company liable for deficiency in 
service for failing to deliver a gas stove 
after receiving payment. However, 
Amazon refunded Rs 3,069 when 
cancelling the product delivery.
Commission chairperson Anil Kumar 
Pundir and member Anju Sharma on 
Thursday noted that the decision was 
based on the principle that failure to 
deliver purchased goods on time and 
thereafter refunding the amount causes 
mental agony to customers and 
constitutes a deficiency in service.
On April 5, 2025, Noida residents 
Abhishek Bharadwaj and Akshay filed 
a complaint against Amazon over a Rs 
3,069 Milton three-burner stove bought 
o n  M a r c h  2 9 .  T h e y  s o u g h t  
compensation for mental harassment, 
risk to life, and inconvenience due to 
d e f i c i e n t  s e r v i c e  a n d  f a l s e  
commitments, plus a formal apology.
Amazon’s  conf i rmat ion  emai l  
promised one-day delivery, but the 
order was not delivered within that time 
frame. From March 30 to April 1, the 
complainant repeatedly called both 
Amazon customer care and the delivery 
agent to follow up, but despite a call 
from the agent to confirm the address, it 
was never delivered. Amazon later 
marked the order as “undelivered,” 
c i t i n g  “ c u s t o m e r  
unreachable.”Bharadwaj claimed that 
Amazon promised one-day delivery but 
failed to deliver. Despite repeated calls 
to customer care and the delivery agent 
between March 30 and April 1, the 
order never arrived, and Amazon 
marked it “undelivered,” blaming 
“customer unreachable.”“On April 1, a 
caller from Amazon’s Greater Noida 
delivery station again confirmed the 
product would be delivered and said the 
delivery person would ask for an OTP 
to complete delivery, but the same 
evening.

News box

Noida.(Agency) inflammation, a condition known as because the gallbladder was densely packed 
calculous cholecystitis. The next day, with stones and chronic inflammation had Around 2,000 gallstones were removed 
doctors removed nearly 2,000 gallstones of made dissection difficult. “The patient’s from the gallbladder of an 83-year-old 
varying sizes — from tiny mustard seed-like biggest mistake was ignoring persistent Bulandshahr resident during a rare 
particles to chickpea-sized stones — symptoms for several years. Had treatment laparoscopic surgery at a private hospital in 
through a laparoscopic cholecystectomy. been delayed further, he could have Indirapuram, ending six years of persistent 
The stones weighed around 150-200 grams. developed complications such as jaundice, abdominal pain. The stones, weighing 150-
Surgeons said that finding such a large pancreatitis or severe infection. In rare cases, 200 grams in total, had completely packed 
number of gallstones in a single patient is prolonged gallbladder disease is also the gallbladder, making the procedure 
uncommon. Patients generally have a single associated with an increased risk of longer than usual and technically 
to a dozen such stones.“To reach a count of gallbladder cancer,” the doctor said.The challenging.The doctors said Deep Chand 
nearly 2,000 stones, the disease process has doctors said the patient also had Gupta, an advocate by profession, had 
likely been active for 10 to 15 years,” the hypertension and serum electrolyte ignored pain in his upper abdomen for 
vice chairman and head of the Institute of imbalance. “Such patients require careful nearly six years. He had been experiencing 
minimal access, robotic and bariatric pre-operative optimisation because surgery recurrent bouts of pain along with some 
surgery of the hospital, Dr Pradeep K. carries a higher risk,” he said. “While discomfort in his chest for nearly six years. 
Dewan, said. “The gallbladder has a genetics play a role, one’s daily habits are The pain would often radiate to his back as 
remarkable ability to stretch and one’s best defence. The most effective well, but he ignored it, assuming it was an 
accommodate these stones silently. By the precaution is maintaining a stable, healthy acidity problem.He was admitted to 
time the patient experiences the severe pain, weight. I strongly warn patients against Yashoda Medicity on June 15 with acute 
we are looking at least a decade’s worth of ‘crash’ diets or rapid weight loss, which abdominal pain. After an investigation, 
crystal formation.”The surgery lasted actually spikes cholesterol in the bile and doctors found his gallbladder was 
around 90 minutes, considerably longer triggers rapid stone formation. actively completely packed with stones and its wall 
than a routine laparoscopic procedure contracting and flushing.had thickened because of long-standing 

from the district magistrate on June 6.Ghaziabad.(Agency)
Kumar alleged that when the inspection National Green Tribunal has sought an 
finally took place, the committee restricted explanation from a joint committee set up 
its verification to the lease perimeter in Nai by it to probe illegal sand mining on 
Nangla, overlooking surrounding stretches Yamuna riverbed in west UP for allegedly 
of the riverbed in Manglaura and Nai missing a three-week deadline and 
Nangla that he said had been extensively delaying a site inspection by over two 
excavated and pitted by the company.months, a lapse that allowed a private 

quarrying firm to secure environmental Contesting the panel’s findings, Kumar 
clearance, consent to operate and a mining cited geotagged photographs and videos 
lease before the panel could visit the site. submitted on June 23 and 29 that he said 

showed nighttime mining with heavy In its March 23 order, the tribunal had 
machinery in areas of active river flow. He directed the panel, headed by the Shamli 
alleged the committee, which also includes district magistrate, to complete the 
a Central Pollution Control Board member inspection within three weeks and submit 
secretary and the MoEF&CC’s regional its status report immediately after, 
officer in Lucknow, had suppressed this effectively setting the deadline on April 13. 
evidence, which was part of his original It had also asked local authorities to ensure firm, Yamuna Mines, was mining well pushing the inspection to June 15. In the 
application.Kumar told TOI a separate plea no illegal mining took place in the interim. beyond its permitted lease area in intervening period, Yamuna Mines 
he had filed earlier, seeking an interim stay The directions came from a bench headed Manglaura and Nai Nangla villages obtained environmental clearance from the 
on the firm’s mining operations, was heard by tribunal chairperson justice Prakash without mandatory clearances.At a hearing State Level Environment Impact 
on July 1 and clubbed with the current case. Srivastava, with expert members A Senthil on July 3, Kumar told the tribunal the joint Assessment Authority on May 8, consent 
Both matters, he said, will now be heard Vel and Afroz Ahmad, while hearing a plea panel had effectively extended an to operate from the UP Pollution Control 
together on Sept 16.filed by Amit Kumar. He alleged that the “administrative shield” to the firm by Board on May 27, and a mining lease deed 

Refund made, but 
forum asks Amazon 

to pay Rs 6k to buyer

Lalit Modi questions Ghaziabad stadium 
delay, location near Hindon air base

Man collapses in farmhouse pool 
at friend’s birthday party

 

Ghaziabad.(Agency) facilitated the acquisition of 31 acres for 
the stadium. He noted that CM Yogi Former IPL commissioner Lalit Modi 
Adityanath formally announced the has triggered a fresh debate over the 
project in Nov 2018 and attended its proposed international cricket stadium 
groundbreaking ceremony in June 2019, in the city, questioning the project’s 
while Rajeev Shukla and then Ghaziabad prolonged delay, the utilisation of 
MP Gen VK Singh (retired) laid the funds released by BCCI, and the 
foundation stone in March 2024.change in the proposed site.
“Do you think the entire state apparatus In a series of posts on X, Modi sought 
involved in the project would be public accountability over the project, 
complicit in anything illegal or against alleging inconsistencies in land 
the  norms,”  Mishra  sought  to  selection and asking whether an 
know.Explaining the delay, Mishra said a independent audit and inquiry had 
dispute between GDA and UPCA over ever been carried out. UP Cricket 
floor area ratio (FAR) had stalled Association (UPCA) and Ghaziabad 
progress of the project. “That issue has Development Authority (GDA), 
now been resolved under the new however, rejected the allegations, 
building bylaws, and construction of the insisting that the project is progressing 
boundary wall has begun,” he said, within the legal framework after initial 
adding that the stadium is targeted for planning hurdles.
completion by the end of 2028.Modi questioned why BCCI released 
GDA officials said the Rs 450-crore Rs 22.6 crore to UPCA in 2016 and 

delay and any possible misuse of public The proposed stadium is around 300 project is now being developed jointly by asked why no time-bound progress report 
money or land.metres from the Hindon river and 11km the authority and UPCA. They said the or public audit of the expenditure had been 

from the Hindon Air Force Station, which When contacted by TOI, BCCI vice- stadium design has been revised, traffic placed before cricket followers. He also 
also operates civilian flights. president Rajeev Shukla declined to mobi l i ty  s tudies  comple ted  and alleged that while the original proposal 

comment on the allegations. “Everyone In separate questions directed at UP govt, presentations made to senior govt officials, was for a stadium at Gram Bhanera in Loni, 
knows that I, for BCCI, don’t respond to Modi asked why there had been no with a final presentation to the chief the project was later shifted to Morti, 
Lalit Modi,” he said, referring further transparent clarification regarding the land minister scheduled shortly. The stadium is which he described as a low-lying, flood-
queries to UPCA.UPCA vice-president acquired for the project, why no planned to seat 35,000-40,000 spectators. prone site near the Hindon and unsuitable 
Rakesh Mishra dismissed the allegations independent inquiry had been ordered, and Around Rs 70 crore has already been spent because of its proximity to the Hindon civil 
as baseless, saying GDA had only who should be held accountable for the on land acquisition.terminal.

Gurgaon.(Agency))
Rainfall activity is expected to intensify across Haryana 
over the next three days, with the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) forecasting light to moderate rain at 
many places and isolated heavy showers between July 7 
and July 9. Forecast maps indicate southern districts, 
including Gurgaon, are likely to witness widespread 
rainfall during the period.The IMD has forecast heavy 
rainfall of 7cm or more at isolated locations across 
northern and southern Haryana during the spell. The 
department warned that intense showers could lead to 
waterlogging in low-lying areas, traffic congestion, 
disruptions to municipal projects and damage to harvested 
crops left in the open.
Meanwhile, the city remained significantly cooler than 
usual on Monday. The minimum temperature was 
recorded at 25°C, two degrees below normal, while the 
maximum temperature settled at 31°C, a sharp 7°C below 
normal. The district observatory recorded 3.5mm rainfall 
between 8.30am and 5.30pm, while no rain had been 
recorded during the preceding 24-hour period till Monday 
morning. NorthCap University’s automatic weather 
station logged 34.5mm rainfall during the 24 hours ending 
at 8.30am, reflecting highly localised showers across the 
city.During the past 24 hours, Haryana received light to 
moderate rain at isolated places. Among the highest 
rainfall totals were 5mm at Dhauj in Faridabad district, 
4mm at Sohna in Gurgaon district, and 3mm each at 
Bawal, Panipat and Jhajjar.
The IMD has advised residents to avoid waterlogged 
areas, stay away from weak structures and trees during 
thunderstorms, and drive cautiously as slippery roads and 
poor visibility could increase travel time. Farmers have 
been advised not to keep harvested crops in the open and 
to defer fertiliser and pesticide application during the rain 
spell.

IMD warns of  heavy rain in 
Haryana till July 9

Noida.(Agency)
A 26-year-old man died after he suddenly collapsed 
while swimming during a friend’s birthday party at a 
farmhouse in Sector 135. While preliminary 
investigation suggested a possible cardiac event, the 
exact cause of death remained unclear.
According to police, Lucky Sanvou Damya, a native of 
Manipur, worked at a private company in Noida. On 
Saturday, Lucky attendeda birthday party at a farmhouse 
with a swimming pool in Sector 135. After the cake-
cutting, as guests ate and celebrated, he entered the pool, 
police said.“After spending some time in the water, he 
suddenly felt unwell and collapsed inside the pool,” said 
ACP Rakesh Pratap Singh. Friends pulled him out and 
rushed him to a nearby private hospital, where doctors 
declared him dead on arrival.Police said the autopsy 
report, received Monday, did not establish the exact 
cause of death. Doctors have since preserved the viscera 
for forensic analysis, and police said the cause of death 
will be confirmed only after those findings arrive.
Police said they were reviewing CCTV footage from the 
farmhouse and questioning attendees to reconstruct 
events. No complaint has been filed by the family so far, 
but officials said appropriate action will follow if the 
probe finds negligence or safety violations.
Investigators are also examining whether the farmhouse 
had the required permissions and adequate safety 
measures, including lifeguards and emergency medical 
arrangements. Cops said the farmhouse operator’s phone 
was switched off, and they were trying to trace him.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
An under-construction sumpwell in Palam Vihar caved in 
after heavy rain on Sunday, triggering concerns over the 
structural safety of the project and prompting an 
inspection by MCG and the police. The collapse created a 
large crater around the construction site in Block E, with 
muddy water filling the pit and parts of the concrete 
structure caving in.
The cavity was filled with soil on Sunday night to prevent 
further erosion and reduce immediate risk to houses 
around it. The incident has raised questions over the 
execution of such infrastructure projects during the 
monsoon and whether adequate precautions were taken to 
secure the excavation before heavy rainfall. “The incident 
occurred due to a lack of supervision. MCG shouldn’t 
have started this right before the monsoon. The site poses 
a threat to residents living in the vicinity. Since the entire 
site had loose soil, proper measures should have been 
taken to prevent erosion,” said Rakesh Dubey, a resident 
of E Block.An engineer and former president of Palam 
Vihar, Sunil Yadav, said, “This incident is only one of 
many examples of the city’s crumbling infrastructure. The 
need of the hour is to include residents with technical 
expertise in ward committees so they can supervise and 
monitor civic projects and help prevent such mishaps.”
While MCG officials maintained that no injuries or 
damage to nearby buildings were reported, residents 
expressed concern over the proximity of the excavation to 
residential houses and the potential consequences had the 
collapse been more severe.The sumpwell is part of the 
city’s stormwater drainage infrastructure intended to 
collect and pump out rainwater from low-lying areas to 
reduce flooding during the monsoon. Its construction has 
now been put on hold until the end of the rainy 
season.“The sumpwell was under construction and the 
shuttering had not yet been removed. Rainwater 
weakened the site, leading to the collapse. The affected 
pocket has been filled with soil as a precaution, and 
construction of the sumpwell will resume after the 
monsoon,” MCG chief engineer Vijay Dhaka said.

Under-construction sumpwell 
caves in after rain in Palam 
Vihar, raises safety concerns
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beneath the surface until the pavement gives way. THE monsoon has once again exposed the dangerous 
Similar concerns arose after a spate of bridge state of India's public infrastructure. The death of a 
collapses in Bihar in 2024, while Bengaluru and Mumbai resident after he fell into an uncovered 
Mumbai continue to witness pothole-ridden roads manhole hidden beneath rainwater and the cave-in 
causing injuries and traffic chaos every monsoon. on the newly built Delhi-Dehradun Expressway are 
These incidents share a common denominator: not isolated mishaps. They are grim reminders that 
failure to anticipate predictable risks. India civic negligence and poor engineering continue to 
experiences a monsoon every year, yet authorities endanger lives every rainy season. The Mumbai 
continue to treat its consequences as unforeseen tragedy was preventable. An open manhole left 
e m e rg e n c i e s .  C o n t r a c t o r s  f a c e  l i t t l e  unsecured during maintenance became an invisible 
accountability, inspections are often perfunctory death trap when heavy rain flooded the area. The 
and maintenance remains reactive rather than suspension of civic officials and blacklisting of the 
preventive.contractor are necessary steps, but they come only 

The answer lies in institutionalising rigorous pre-after a life has been lost. Barricades, warning signs 
monsoon safety audits, enforcing engineering and temporary covers are basic safety measures that 
standards, conducting independent quality checks should never be optional. Last year, a woman and 

in points to a different but equally troubling problem. and making contractors legally accountable. Until her three-year-old son in Delhi were swept into a 
Roads do not collapse overnight. Poor drainage, prevention replaces damage control, every spell of rain flooded drain after their scooter skidded during heavy 
inadequate soil stabilisation and compromised will continue to expose the deep cracks in public rain, underscoring the lethal consequences of poorly 
construction quality allow water to erode the ground governance.secured drainage infrastructure.The expressway cave-

The Wild Pays for 
Our Convenience

 Punjab needs a statesman with the capacity to absorb public hatred

Manholes & potholes : Safe roads and drains require accountability

There’s a joke amongst environmentalists: when 
you are searching for wildlife, look at garbage 
dumps and places where food is thrown.

Birds and mammals, big and small, are likely to be 
at such places, foraging on the things we have left 
behind. In Guwahati, you are much more likely to 
see towering Greater adjutant storks ‘fishing’ at a 
garbage dump—places steaming with 
disembodied non-vegetarian waste—than at the 
adjoining Deepor beel wetland (where the bird 
can find real, whole fish). For long dumps were 
considered the domain of the carnivorous or 
scavenging animals—jackals at garbage heaps at 
dusk, migratory eagles at landfills in winter. Yet 
increasingly one is seeing more herbivorous 
animals at the places we callously leave our 
waste.A recent video shows an elephant picking 
at a huge rubbish heap near Karnataka’s Male 
Mahadeshwara Hills (MM Hills). The animal is 
in a sea of plastic, a heart-breaking sight. In 
earlier instances, elephants have died in tiger 
reserves after eating plastic thrown around 
temples. Many more animals may be dying in this 
manner—elephant carcasses are more prominent 
(and sometimes found in waterbodies, where the 
animal goes to suffer its agonising death).

The irony here is that badly disposed garbage is a 
human problem too, leaching into groundwater, 
contaminating soil and causing disease. And if 
municipalities—as well as communities and 
individuals—won’t solve the problem for the 
sake of us, they are unlikely to do so for 
elephants.Yet precisely for these reasons—for 
their far-reaching, visible and invisible 
impacts—garbage is a problem that has to be 
solved immediately. The scale for re-use and 
recycling needs to be made larger, plastic needs 
to be reduced, and segregation needs to be made 

more accessible (and fashionable). This has to be 
done nationally, even as the global plastic treaty 
has fallen through.Growing up, there was always 
one area—usually stony, dry, and perhaps with a 
depression—that people designated as the local 
garbage spot. Everyone went there to throw 
garbage, municipal dumps be damned. It was as 
if the majority had decided that that particular 
spot needed to be publicly condemned. Of 
course, designated municipal dumps themselves 
are at fault too—often made close to wetlands, 
ecologically sensitive areas, and hills.

Garbage does not ‘go away’ after we have thrown it 
away. Like horrible secrets, garbage will re-
emerge at the worst of times and places.

Several times, on visits to forests, I have witnessed 
remnants of our modern civilisation: a plastic 
bag, strung up a tall tree, hanging like a dirty 
lantern, there for posterity, or till an unfortunate 
bird gets tangled in it.And after inundations by 
rivers, riversides and their vegetation get covered 
by plastic and other waste—the river’s way of 
returning all that is thrown in the water, and 
ultimately into the sea. There is an old story of a 
fish’s stomach revealing a mythical ring. Today, 
the fish’s stomach will likely reveal 
m i c r o p l a s t i c s . E a c h  y e a r ,  I  w a t c h  
m y n a s — B r a h m i n y  m y n a s ,  C o m m o n  
mynas—build nests in summer. The nests are 
made with twigs and leaves, but often also with 
bits of plastic. It’s hard to blame the birds, when 
single-use plastic is so omnipotent that it feels 
like a norm. One day, the nest will be all plastic. 
In the mean time, it is time to clean up.

This is no time to say, ‘We told you so,’ but all careless actions have punishing consequences

It’s true that the economic bequest to the AAP government 
was not good. The state’s outstanding debt was Rs 2.85 
lakh crore on March 31, 2022. Since then, this 
government has wasted its historic mandate, made 
mistakes, not by accident but out of political 
compulsion, writes Ajay Vir Jakhar, Chairperson, 
Bharat Krishak Samaj, in his Edit article Punjab must 
face inconvenient truths. Leave apart debt repayment, 
Punjab spends more on interest payments (Rs 28,775 
crore) than it does on education and health combined. 
Controlling a state’s budget will alienate powerful 
organised blocs like government staff and farmers, he 
avers. The task will require a rare political commodity: a 
statesman with the sheer capacity to absorb public 
hatred. For Punjab to reverse the trajectory of decline, 
whoever wins the 2027 election, will need the 
cooperation of the Union Government — otherwise, the 
state will sink further into a disaster of its own making, 
he writes.In 1993, Punjab ranked third among Indian 
states in per capita income. Today, at least 15 states have 
overtaken it. A government that cannot fund a school or 
a road on its own income is not governing a state; it is and not gone to town congratulating himself for the daycare facility, she writes.
managing a slow bankruptcy with a smile, say BJP Israel has a tough conscription policy under which every achievement, his zealous opponents might not have 
national spokesperson Shehzad Poonawalla & 18-year-old must devote 32 months to military service. taken so unkindly to it, he thinks.
Geojuristoday Research Foundation director Rudraksh The statement that the passport was only a travel Kasol in Kullu's Parvati valley, which is a hotspot for 
Aneja in the Op-Ed article Warning bells for Punjab’s document and not a proof of citizenship, conveyed a Israeli rave parties, was recently in news when a court 
future. The bulk of the state's revenue receipts is legal truth but left a public bruise. It is evident that voter order was passed against senior police officers for 
consumed by salaries, pensions, interest and subsidies. deletion unplugs the citizen from the State, writes negligence in controlling the ravages of Kasol’s rave 
There is little left to build anything.Punjab's most Supreme Court senior advocate Sanjay Hegde in his culture. The place plays its therapeutic role after their 
serious challenge today is the absence of a shared Edit piece The kill switch of citizenship. The real conscription with the help of DJs, loud electronic music, 
political vision, writes former Punjab Parliamentary machinery is not in the passport office. It is in the strobe lights, alcohol and drugs. If an imaginary invoice 
Affairs Minister Brahm Mohindra in his Op-Ed article electoral rolls. We have already seen it work in West is sent to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, he might 
Punjab needs vision beyond politics. It needs all its Bengal. The Special Intensive Revision struck off 63 appreciate that Kasol therapy restores his youth’s 
political leaders to together draft a common charter. We lakh names from the rolls, then they will be wiped out capacity to be recalled for battle, writes former NCERT 
need to focus on finding answers to questions like:  from ration cards, then the non-renewal of passport — director Krishna Kumar in his Edit piece An invoice for 
What should be Punjab's new economic model that can so the deletion is the kill switch of citizenship. A Netanyahu.Having successfully weathred an 
reduce the state's debt burden? What industries should citizen’s name on the rolls ought not to be struck off on unprecedented energy crisis, India should quickly take 
be prioritised? How can quality jobs be created on a proof demanded from him, but only on proof brought advantage of softer energy prices and plentiful supplies 
meaningful scale? How can the state retain its youth and against him.The videos showing caretakers at a to rebuild its strategic petroleum reserves and start 
get it to participate both in politics and governance?The Bengaluru daycare centre shocked the nation. We are working on similar reserves for LNG. Diversification of 
Akal Takht Jathedar summoned members of the elected talking about allegations of systematic cruelty against oil supplies is an essential hedge for a heavily import-
legislature to the Amritsar durbar and asked them to toddlers — children allegedly locked inside bathrooms, dependent country like India, but it doesn’t trump the 
explain why they had passed the Jaagat Jot Sri Guru placed inside washing machines, sprayed with toilet jets reality that the Gulf is Delhi’s most proximate source of 
Granth Sahib Satkar (Amendment) Act. The AAP is because they cried. When something like this happens, it oil & gas, writes former Ambassador to Egypt and UAE 
damned if it implements the Akal Takht Jathedar's list of doesn't merely traumatise parents. It sends a chilling Navdeep Suri in his Edit piece Gulf anchors India’s 
amendments and damned if it does not, writes senior message to thousands of women contemplating a return energy security. The UAE’s decision to quit the 
journalist Nirmal Sandhu in his Op-Ed article Politics to work: perhaps it simply isn't worth the risk, writes Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
takes a religious turn.  Sukhbir Badal controls the SGPC author Meghna Pant in her Op-Ed article A daycare (OPEC) amid the crisis was an indication that it planned 
that picks and drops Akal Takht Jathedars at will without crisis, a workforce crisis. It’s no longer just about one to raise its crude oil output from 3.2 million to almost 5 
following any due process. His calculated strategy was daycare. It is about whether modern India truly supports million barrels per day over the next year or so. It could 
to put Mann on the spot. And he has succeeded, he working families. Women's empowerment does not end up supplying a larger share to the Indian market in the 
writes. Had the Chief Minister taken the SGPC on board begin in the boardroom. Sometimes, it begins in the coming years, he writes.

The AAP government has wasted its historic mandate, made mistakes, not by accident but out of political compulsion

developed nations about their profligate overuse of the From time to time, I revisit my old columns to make sure 
earth’s resources. Their response was to point to the that I am not repeating myself and to find something 
developing world and place unfair restrictions on the fresh to write about. This time, I discovered that two 
use of coal as it was polluting the world. Today, we all past columns, written years ago, could happily be lifted 
know who is suffering the most as the hot winds from and they would still be relevant. Obviously, the more 
the Sahara, coupled with the El Nino hovering over the things change, the more they remain the same, as a wise 
Pacific, are singeing their own lands. This is no time to man once remarked.The columns I am referring to were 
say, ‘We told you so,’ but all careless actions have on the mayhem that was created when Russia and then 
punishing consequences. To read and see on our TV America decided to abandon Afghanistan and run back 
screens people in countries such as Switzerland now after having destroyed a country that had defeated them. 
frantically buying air-conditioners to cool their homes, They left the devastated country in the hands of the very 
is a bizarre sight. There have actually been days when Taliban they had vowed to exterminate and what was 
New Delhi has had lower day temperatures than worse, they left behind a huge cache of weapons that fell 
London, Barcelona or Basel! What is worse, the poor into the very hands they did not want to inherit them. 
dears don’t know how to deal with such heat.Few will forget the pathetic sight of desperate Afghans 

trying to board the planes that were going to ferry the Their homes are designed to keep heat in and have low 
goras back to safety, some even tossing little babies for ceilings, double-glazed windows and no provision for 
soldiers to take with them. cross-ventilation. The power consumption has reached 

levels that can no longer be supplied so schools and Now tell me, how different from the above is what the 
offices have to be shut down. The tar on the roads is same goras have done to the Middle East? Far from 
melting, railway tracks are coming apart… literally a getting rid of the mullahs and Hezbollah, they are now 

a deeper mess than ever imagined. Their economy, their from the rest of Europe.The high-minded lectures that meltdown.Finally, a word on the ongoing FIFA World desperately seeking some kind of face-saving deal with 
once-famous National Health Service (NHS) and their are given to us by France, Belgium, Portugal, Spain and Cup mania. Look at all the teams and what do you see? the Iranians, who hold all the Trump cards (forgive the 
young have devolved into total anarchy. Their young England about the abuse of human rights in Africa and Barring Messi and one or two others, most of the bad pun). What is worse, they have plunged the entire 
people, pampered by the Welfare State, are not Asia sound so hollow now when their own countries are brilliant players are from Africa or the Caribbean. Even world (including their own UN allies) into an economic 
interested in higher education or hard work. The family attacking those of another colour or nationality. If India that unheard-of little Cape Verde (I’m not sure where it crisis that shows no sign of easing. The ‘Muddle East’ 
and the Church — that kept people sane and civil — are was blamed for being casteist, can we now ask whether is on the world’s map) has humbled mighty opponents. and the locked Strait of Hormuz are going to be their 
no longer the institutions they once were and their idyllic they were not divided by class and feudalism? And if we England managed to just about defeat Congo, while nemesis in almost the same way that Afghanistan 
countryside has more immigrants from East Europe and look deep enough, what the British did to destroy Scotland quietly bowed out of the tournament.was/is.European nations are helplessly battling the 
Asia than they can handle. I am convinced that their religious harmony in the subcontinent by partitioning it double whammy of the unprecedented heatwave and Reflect on these gutsy coloured players —many of them 
prosperous post-war society was built and sustained by into areas of Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist faiths is in no their failing economies by blaming what they have probably did not even have proper gear or the kind of 
the loot that all the ex-imperial powers had brought back small measure responsible for the harvest of hatred we always done: it’s all because of illegal immigrants. high-protein diet that the pampered European teams get. 
from their erstwhile colonies. Now that they have run have to now reap.Let us come now to the dreadful 

A lesson there? I think so. Will it be learnt? I don’t think The UK has seen six PMs in the past decade and all they 
out of that resource, there is nothing left. Brexit was the heatwave sweeping over this once temperate zone. For 

so.can do is watch their once prosperous country slide into 
last nail in their coffin that permanently estranged them years, climate guardians had been warning the 

Touchstones: Lessons for the pampered

Civic negligence and poor engineering continue to endanger lives every rainy season
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Recipe: Stuffed cobra rice roll
Rice rolls stuffed with corn flavored 
with cobra chilli in oil
Preparation time:30 minutes
Cooking time: 25 minutes
Serves:4
Ingredients: For stuffed cobra rice roll
1 tsp: Oil
1 nos. Naga Jholokia (Bhut Jholokia)
1 cup: Rice Flour
¾th cup: Corn kernels
¼th cup: Green tomatoes (finely 
chopped)
1"piece: Ginger (finely chopped)
½ tsp: Turmeric powder
½ tsp: Black pepper (crushed)
To taste: Salt
1 tsp: Lemon juice
For the chutney
½ cup: Raw papaya (julienned or 
thickly grated)
To taste: Salt ½ cup
Sugar 1 tsp
Oil ¼ tsp
Cumin seeds ¼ tsp:
Coriander seeds 2 tsp:

Restaurant Review: 

The Crown
Going up in the lift, my expectations grew by the minute, even though I knew 

what rooftop restaurants in Chennai look like.The name, The Crown, made me 
anticipate an eatery that would be regal.

Restaurant Review 

The Glass House
The Glass House is the all-day dining restaurant 

and coffee shop of Eastin Hotel Ahmedabad.

Decor

Food

The Glass House is a spacious 
restaurant on the first floor of 
Eastin Hotel, with an alfresco 
corridor around it which offers 
pleasant seating for a meal or 
snack with a view of the lawns. 
The restaurant has a glassed-in 
kitchen alongside so guests can 
watch some of the cooking live 
while they eat. They also have a 
good-sized screen for those who 
want to watch some TV while they 
dine - it can be a good venue to 
watch late night football matches 
as the coffee shop is open 24 hours.

The Glass House does not have a 
large menu but offers a good 
selection of Indian, Italian, East 
Asian and other cuisine. Start with 
the Thai corn and coriander soup 
(with or without chicken), which is 
full of herbs and spices, and 
signature starters 
like kadak 
m u r g h  
tikka 

(the classic chicken tikka but with a 
crunchy exterior) and conjee baby 
corn and vegetables. They do an 
excellent paneer malai tiranga and 
also a good gilafi subz seekh. If you 
like basa fish, try the machli kali 
mirch or the South-East Asian style 
five spice chilli fish. They also offer 
assorted starter platter.
For the main course, the rarha gosht is 
excellent with tender mutton in mince 
meat (keema). The Lahori murgh 
korma is also pretty good. Among the 
vegetarian dishes, the paneer shimla 
mirch and subz Jodhpuri are 
recommended. These go well with 
their breads like chilli milli paratha, 
til aur kalonji ki naan and masala 
missi. They have in-house specials 
from time to time, specially takes on 
Italian cuisine like the vegetable 
Siciliana which is a baked vegetarian 
dish using peppers in the sauce, and 
served with crispy garlic bread, and 
the chicken Milano which has the 

taste of fresh tomatoes, garlic 
and olives that are so 

much part of 
M i l a n e s e  

cuisine.

How to utilise 
citrus fruit peels

Citrus peels can be 
used in various 
ways at home. It 
not only saves you 
money, it  also 
brings wonderful 
results.

Use lemon peel 
to bathe. It leaves 
your body and hair 
smelling fresh and 
clean.

Add any citrus 
peel to a pitcher of 
water and put in 
the refrigerator. It gives a soothing fragrance and mild 
flavour to water.

Add a slice of citrus peel to brown sugar to prevent it from 
going hard.

Use dried citrus peel to freshen up that smelly sock or 
underwear drawer. Place the peels inside a sachet first and it 
will create a beautiful scent. Place dried citron peel into 
closets and wardrobes to ward off the moths.

You can use orange or lemon peels to make your breath 
smell great. Chew the peel and you'll find it's a good 
substitute for mints and gum.

Recipe: Creamy 

vegetable dip
No house party is complete 
without serving a round of 

crackers and dip as the guests 
settle in. Here's how you can 

dish out the tasty, creamy 
vegetable dip.

Prep time: 15 minutes

What you need:
1/4 cup fresh hung curds
1 tablespoon eggless mayoinnaise
Half a cup of finely chopped red 
bell peppers
Half a cup of finely chopped green 
bell peppers
Half a cup of grated cucumber
Half a cup of grated carrot

4 mint leaves
1 / 4  c u p  g r a t e d  
cheese
Salt as per taste

How to make it:
- Ti e  h o m e m a d e  
fresh curd in a soft, 
muslin cloth and 
squeeze all the water 
from it. -Do this 
routine twice so that 
all the water is 
drained out.
-Pour it in a bowl and 
whisk it to make a 
smooth paste. Add 
mayonnaise, grated 
cheese and mix well.
-Add the f inely 
c h o p p e d  b e l l  
peppers.
-Squeeze out all the 
water from grated 
cucumber and carrot 
before adding them 

to the mixture. Mix all the 
ingredients.
-Chop the mint leaves and add to the 
mixture.
-Add some salt and garnish with 
coriander.
-Refrigerate for an hour at least.
-Serve the dip along with cheese 
straws, crackers or even potato or 
banana chips.

my Kapurthala Punjabi Chicken 
tikka and they went 
w e l l  

tog
ether. Of course, 

you get an enhanced buttery 
taste as the chicken pieces are 
drenched in butter, so one tikka goes 
a long way.
For my main course, I opted to go 

Restaurant Review: 

The Crown

Restaurant Review: 

The Crown

with sarson da saag and makki 
ki roti. Somehow, the roti did 
not have the graininess I've 
grown to expect, but its 
smooth moist texture was 
good too. Pindi chana, 
another must have at any 
P u n j a b i  r e s t a u r a n t ,  
disappointed me as it was 
a little bland. Dessert, 
though, was a hit. I loved 
the creamy kulfi. It was 
not overly sweet and 
allowed the milky 

malai and nuts work on my taste 
buds. I left The Crown with a pleasant 
taste in my mouth.

Pluses and minuses:
Good food that could be great with a 
little more attention. Loved the live 

band and the feeling of space both indoors 
and outdoors. If you like to stay cool, I 
suggest you dine inside, and be deprived of a 

The Crown: 115, 
Sir Thyagaraya 
Road, T. Nagar, 
Chennai-600017
Meal For Two: 
2,500
Timings: 6 pm-
11pm
AC: Yes
Home Delivery: No
Ve g / N o n - Ve g :  
Both
Parking: Yes
Credit Card: Yes
Liquor: Yes

Rating:
Food: 3.50
Service: 3.50
Decor: 3.50

Recipe: Creamy 

vegetable dip

Don't miss their delicious dal maska 
malai, which is an interesting take on the 
dal makhani, which can be enjoyed with 
Indian breads like naan, paratha or roti, 
as well as with rice dishes like shahi 
barista jeera pulav.
End with their hot badami gulab jamun, 
which has a really nice soft texture. They 
often have a superb baked yogurt (the 
seasonal special is mango yogurt) and 
you could even ask for a dessert platter 
which has an Indian sweet, a western 
dessert and fresh fruit wedges.

The Glass House does fairly well in most 
of its dishes, covering Indian, Italian and 
South-East Asian cuisine. Considering 
this doubles as a coffee shop, they do not 
have many dessert options on the menu 
though the coffee is fairly good.
The Glass House: Eastin Hotel 
Ahmedabad, B-Ganesh Meridian, Opp. 
Gujarat High Court
Timing : 24 hours

Plus and minus

Meal for two : ̀  1, 200
Rating:
Food: 3.50
Service: 3.50
Decor: 3.50

Restaurant Review 

The Glass House

Decor
Black pillars support the gold and 
white dome, from the middle of 
which hangs a beautiful chandelier. 
Large draped windows surround the 
inner section of The Crown. It's wood 
and marble flooring suggest high 
maintenance. The draped windows 
did not do the view much justice. We 
opted to sit outside and it turned out 
to be a good decision. The Crown's 
majestic alfresco setup with candles 
and live music had romantic appeal. 
We actually witnessed a 
marriage proposal 
happen at a table near 
us.

Food
I was at The Crown for 
their Punjabi food, made 
using recipes by chef 
Sweety Singh. We went 
the t radi t ional  way,  
beginning our meal with 
tikkas. The Patiala shahi 
p a n e e r  t i k k a  w a s  
wonderful. All of it, veggies inc l
uded, had a smoky feeling without 
the burnt taste that could happen to 
tikkas. I had a glass of red wine with 

Coconut (grated)
For the smoothie
1 nos. Peach
4 tsp: Curd
1 tsp: Sugar
For garnish:
Melon seeds
Method:
-Heat 1 tsp oil and add Bhut Jolokia to it. 
When chilli splutters, remove from flame 
and keep aside.
-For the roll, mix rice flour with a pinch of 
salt and warm water to make a smooth 
dough. Keep aside.
-Mix corn kernels, green tomatoes, ginger, 

turmeric powder, black pepper, salt, 
lemon juice and prepared chilli oil. Mix in 
1 tsp of rice flour to help bind the mixture.
-Divide prepared dough into half. Flatten 
out one half into a rectangular shape, 
spread over with half the prepared stuffing 
and roll into a cylinder. Repeat procedure 
with remaining dough and stuffing.
-Boil water in a soup pot and add the 
cylinders. When cylinders start floating, 
remove, drain, pat dry and cut into slices.
-For the chutney, combine raw papaya 
with salt, 2 tsp water and sugar and cook 
till done. Heat oil and add in the cumin 
seeds and coriander seeds. When spices 
crackle, mix in coconut and cook till 
golden.
-For the smoothie, cut a peach into half 
and deseed carefully. Scoop out some 
flesh to form cups. Whip the scooped out 
peach with curd and sugar in a blender till 
smooth. Fill into prepared cups and 
garnish with melon seeds.
-To serve, spread chutney on a plate and 
arrange rice rolls on it. Serve alongside 
peach cups.
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First-gen 
Foodpreneurs 

pack old vada in new pav

First-gen 

Barring a Haldiram or a 
Bikanervala, most desi 
snacks and beverages have 
stayed in the unorganized 
sector, sold by vendors 
using ancient, 
unstandardized methods.

Several entrepreneurs are trying to 
change that by using global practices to 
sell Indian street food Green mangoes are 
hard. And no one knows this better than 
Neeraj Kakkar, co-founder of Paperboat.
Hector Beverages, the makers of 
Paperboat, has been selling its aam panna 
drink (green mango juice flavoured with 
roasted masalas) for a while. Green 
mangoes are notoriously hard to process 
because they are tough, and Kakkar says 
his team had to innovate extensively to 
make Paperboat's aam panna flavour taste 
like its fresh, home-made version.
"So our biggest challenge is today our 
biggest advantage. Nobody has done this 
kind of thing before and it is difficult to 
replicate," says Kakkar. Paperboat now 
boasts an array of 10 distinct beverages 
including jaljeera, golgappe, kokum and 
chilled rasam. Many more innovative 

products are under development including 
coconut water and the juice of purple 
carrots. The company, which opened its 
biggest factory in Mysuru a few months ago, 
works with agricultural universities and 
farmers across the country to figure out best 
practices, as they break new ground on 
products.
Across the country , entrepreneurs are 
picking up traditional Indian food and 
beverage products to challenge Western 
imports like colas and burgers. In some 
cases they are reimagining the products and 
offering innovative variants. Mr & Mrs Idli 
and Idli Factory offer exotic stuff like Idli 
Manchurian, Kanchivaram Idli and Punjabi 
Idli. Faaso's, with funding from Sequoia and 
Lightbox, and Kaati Zone do a variety of 
Indian rolls, including Cheesy Corn Salsa 
and Chicken Mushroom.
In other cases, they are using technology to 

make the products at scale and sell them around 
the country , the way McDon ald's and KFC do. 
Ammi's Biryani, with funding from Saif 
Partners, is doing that with biryani, as is the 
Hyderabad-based chain Paradise which is 
opening outlets in cities like Bengaluru at a fast 
clip. At Paradise, the self-service counter is 
clearly modelled after the McDonald's and 
Burger Kings of the world, with combos and 
packages and easy-to-select options.Similarly, 
Jumboking pioneered the organized vada pav 
business, and was quickly followed by Goli 
Vada Pav, which has received funds from 
Ventureast.
Dheeraj Gupta of Mumbai initially dabbled in 
the Indian mithai (sweet) market. But the 
technology needed to keep sweets fresh was 
expensive and since the venture wasn't very 
profitable, Gupta was finding the going difficult. 
He looked at India's streets and realized how 
disorganized the vada pav business was. "Vada 

pav was the largest selling snack in Mumbai 
but no one had thought of organizing that 
segment," he says. He borrowed Rs 2 lakh 
from his father and founded Jumboking. The 
venture is about to open its 100th store and is 
present across the top eight cities in the 
country. The company charges a 30% 
premium on vada pavs compared to the 
street pavs. It also focussed on the bread 
size, weight and size of the patty and 
eliminated wastage. The patties needed 
instant quick freezing at minus 18 degrees 
centigrade, and with hygiene a priority for 
Gupta, he invested in the required 
technology.
Hygiene is a big focus for most, because for 
many middle class Indians today, that's the 
concern they have about food offerings from 
the unorganized segment. "Tea is available 
in all corners of this country but our focus is 
the white collar corporate employee in the 
top seven cities who are conscious about 
cleanliness and consistency," says Amuleek 
Singh Bijral, founder of Chai Point.
Most tea joints in India end up being 
smoking joints, which discourages 
nonsmoking customers. Chai Point does not 
allow smoking and so enjoys a broader 
clientele. The average price of a glass of tea 
at Chai Point is less than Rs 20, less than a 
fourth of the price at leading cafe chains, and 
is designed to drive volumes.The company's 
50 outlets sells more than three million 

4 not-so-known uses of 

peanut butter

While, 
we all 
know 

the 
health 

benefits 
of peanut 

butter and the 
fact that it makes for 
a yummy breakfast, 

not many of us 
know about its 

unusual uses.

Removes foul smell This one's 
especially for those homemakers who 
spend a lot of time in the kitchen. Peanut 
butter is very effective in removing the 
smell of fish from your hands and as well 
as utensils. Simply, rub some peanut 
butter on to your hands after washing 
them as well as spread some of the 
utensils and keep them for a while to get 
rid of the smell.
To clean leather Cleaning leather 
furniture is one of the most challenging 
things we do, since maintaining them is a 
tedious task. But, using peanut butter will 
solve a great deal of your problem. Rub it 
in a gentle circular motion on the surface 
and wipe away with a clean cloth. Mix it 
with some scented oil to mask the smell 

of peanut butter.
To fix scratched CDs With 
pen drives and portable 

hard drives, a lot of our old storage 
methods have been rendered useless. 
Hence, if you find any of your old CDs 
getting scratched and damaged, peanut 
butter can fix the problem. Rub some 
peanut butter gently on the scratched 
CDs and wipe it off with a dry cloth to 
see the magic.
For scratch-free furniture Our home 
furniture is subject to a lot of scratches 
and damage due to daily use. If you do 
not want the pain of polishing your 
furniture after every scratch, just apply 
peanut butter directly on the scratched 
areas and wipe it off with a dry cloth 
after a while, and see the scratches 
disappear.

Recipe: Coconut 
Flavoured Alu Vadi

Also known as Patra, Alu Vadi is a popular 
preparation by the Maharashtrian 

community. While, some people steam and 
shallow fry the rolls, some just add a mild 
tempering of sesame and mustard seeds. 

You can also add a dash to freshness to this dish 
by adding some thick coconut milk to recipe as 
well as some freshly grated coconut over it and 
make it even yummier. This dish is a perfect tea 
time snack, light on the stomach and extremely 
delectable.
Ingredients
Alu leaves-7-8 nos.
Besan (gram flour)- 100gms
Chilli powder-2 tsp
Coriander powder- 2 tsp
Tamarind pulp- 2 tsp

Cheese Khakra Pizza
Cheese Khakra Pizza
Ingredients: 8-10 pieces of khakra
2 cups tomato & cucumbers evenly cut into small 
pieces,
1 cup any farsan of your choice,
1 chopped capsicum
1 cup Green chutney (thick),
1 chopped onion
Pinch of rock salt & black pepper,
Crated cheese,
Coriander leaves.
Method:

glasses a month.
Hygiene, comfort and innovation is also the 
focus of Chennai's Idli Factory. "My biggest 
driver is to create food for travelling, which 
means comfort food that is well-packaged 
and easy to carry," says R U Srinivas. The 
company's flagship product is its 'Madras 
bars' which are idlis shaped like bars coated 
with powders such as milagai podi, garlic 
podi and curry leaf podi. Srinivas researched 
and tested 300 different batters before 
arriving at the best combination of rices and 
dal to create idlis that would remain soft and 
fresh even after they are cold.
Arvind Singhal, chairman and MD of retail 
consultancy Technopak, says native food 
offers great opportunity in terms of revenue. 
"Indian food has long been neglected," he 
says, and appreciates startups like Chaayos 
and Chai Point that have leveraged Indian tea 
rather than going after coffee, like many 
others.
Singhal also notes that many Indian startups 
in this space fail because they complicate 
their menus by adding too many different 
items. Keeping it simple helps with handling 
the supply chain, quality assurance and faster 
service across all outlets, and in keeping 
prices low.
Bijral of Chai Point agrees. While expanding 
his food variety option looks enticing -
currently it contributes 25% of topline -Bijral 
wants to reduce it to 20% and focus even 
more on tea. "Let others sell food," he says. 
Idli Factory also has a skeletal menu, and 
Srinivas intends to keep it that way. So does 
Jumboking's Gupta, who notes that 
multinational food chains too stick to a 
narrow menu but offer different versions of 
that menu. "Once this mindset (to complicate 
menus) changes, it will benefit a lot of 
entrepreneurs," he says.
But that strategy could have its limitations 
too. When Mohan Kumar, partner with 
Norwest Venture Partners, received a request 
from a food startup for investment, he 
analysed a number of companies in the space. 
He found that some 25 companies in the 
space had touched revenues of Rs 200-300 
crore, but then stopped growing. "Probably 
there aren't enough categories to scale up and 
these companies tend to get acquired by 
bigger ones. Big Indian players like ITC and 
Marico understand the market well. Some of 
the MNC competition too could catch up," he 
says.
Jacob Kurian, partner at private equity fund 
New Silk Route, which has invested in 
Bengaluru-based Vasudev Adigas, a south 
Indian food retail chain, feels that Indian food 
businesses tend not to grow beyond the local 
area as the promoters tend to be contented at a 
certain size. One exception, he notes, is 
Haldiram. "The skill set needed to grow till 
Rs 200 crore and to grow beyond that are 
different," he says.
Kurian also notes that unlike the earlier 
family-owned Indian businesses, those like 
Paperboat and Chai Point are not family 
businesses and don't have legacy issues. "Let 
these guys reach around Rs 200 crore and 
then we will see," he says. That could happen 
if the brands can go into smaller towns or 
even global. Paperboat's Kakkar is not sure if 
his drinks can be as popular as Coke in small 
towns. But he notes with some satisfaction: 
"Cola sales are declining globally."

A pinch of finely chopped Coriander 
leaves
Salt as per taste
Oil-2 tsp
1 cup of grated coconut
Method: - Mix all the ingredients together — 
gram flour, chilli powder, coriander powder 
and tamarind pulp.
- Put in on the leaves and roll it.
- Heat oil in the pan.
- Add clove, cinnamon, pepper.
- Cut the aloo roll and put it in the pan and put 

coconut milk over it.
- Keep for 20-25 minutes on a slow flame.
- Boil it till the milk dries.
- Serve it with grated coconut and finely 
chopped coriander leaves spread over it.
- Also, garnish it with some freshly grated 

Take 1 khakra and spread the green chutney evenly over it.
Then spread tomatoes, cucumbers, capsicum and onions over the layer of 
chutney.

Add salt, pepper powder, and farsan over it.
Then grate a generous amount of cheese 
over it, and garnish it with some coriander 
leaves.
You can also top it with some oregano and 
chilli flakes for a slightly authentic feel.
How to make the green chutney
Take a bowl of coriander & mint leaves, 4 
green chilies, ½ table spoon lemon juice, 
salt & some sev for thick consistency, 
jaljeera powder & grind all together in 
mixer with a little water.
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South Korea's benchmark Kospi 
index dropped more than 8%, 
ending at 7,392.04 after a broad 
sell-off in technology stocks.

Skoda Kylaq.Spy shots suggest that the powered front seats, ventilated seats, an NEW DELHI.(Agency)
production version will stay close to the electronic parking brake, a 360-degree Mahindra is working on its upcoming 
Vision S concept showcased earlier. The camera and Level 2 ADAS with radar-Vision S and BE 07 SUVs. Both models 

based safety functions.have been spotted testing several 
Mahindra BE 07: What to expecttimes. They are expected to make their 

official debut towards the end of 2026. The BE 07 will become the second 
The Vision S will be an important model under Mahindra's BE electric 
product for Mahindra, as it will be the vehicle brand. It will also be the 
first production vehicle based on the fourth product in India to use the 
company's new NU-IQ platform, company's dedicated INGLO EV 
which supports both petrol and electric platform. While Mahindra has not 
powertrains. It can also accommodate yet revealed official powertrain 
front-wheel-drive and all-wheel-drive details, the BE 07 is expected to 
setups.Mahindra Vision S: What to borrow the 59 kWh and 79 kWh 
expectThe Vision S is expected to be a battery packs from the BE 6. A 
rugged lifestyle SUV measuring under driving range of more than 500 km on a SUV is expected to feature a large 
four metres in length. It will compete single charge is likely.The production touchscreen infotainment system and a 
with upcoming models such as the model is expected to remain largely fully digital instrument cluster integrated 
Renault Boreal/Bridger and Tata Scarlet, faithful to the BE 07 concept. Test into the dashboard. The display size 
while also taking on popular compact vehicles have revealed several design could be around 12.3 inches.
SUVs like the Hyundai Venue, Tata details, including sharp projector Higher variants may come loaded with 
Nexon, Kia Sonet, Maruti Brezza and headlamps, flush door handles.features such as leatherette upholstery, 

South Korea's Kospi suffers 8% crash as 
tech giants come under pressure

Government denies reports of E25 
petrol rollout, says no decision taken yet

Big Tech's India problem: Why the 
government is tightening the screws

New Delhi.(Agency)

Tax experts advise taxpayers to carefully review 
their Annual Information Statement (AIS) before 
filing their Income Tax Returns. Any discrepancy 
in these records may lead to incorrect income 
reporting, refund delays or tax notices. By 
reconciling AIS data with supporting documents 
before filing the return, taxpayers can avoid 
compliance issues and ensure accurate reporting.
Why is checking AIS important before filing 
ITR?AIS displays a comprehensive view of 
information to the taxpayer before filing the 
return of income. It promotes voluntary 
compliance and enables seamless prefilling of 
returns. AIS provides a consolidated view of 
various financial transactions linked to a 
taxpayer's PAN, including salary income, interest 
earned, securities transactions, TDS and other 
high-value transactions. 
By reviewing the AIS before filing, taxpayers can 
identify errors, report missing income accurately 
and rectify inaccurate entries using the feedback 
mechanism on the income tax portal. Since the 
Income Tax Department analyses the AIS data to 
verify information reported in tax returns, any 
discrepancy between the two may attract scrutiny.
Here are the crucial things that every taxpayer 
should check before filing an ITR.
1. Review all reported financial information
The AIS includes information relating to:
Taxes deducted at source (TDS)
Taxes collected at source (TCS)
Specified Financial Transactions (SFT)
Payment of taxes
Demand and refund
Annexure II salary
Interest on refund
Outward foreign remittance/purchase of foreign 
currency
GST turnover under information code (EXC-
GSTR3B)
Checking your AIS before filing ensures accurate 
income reporting, claiming all eligible TDS 
credits and directly prevents tax demand notices. 
2. Check general information part in AIS
The general information part contained under AIS 
displays the information on PAN, masked Aadhar 
number, name of the taxpayer, date of birth 
mobile number, e-mail address and address of 
taxpayers. Taxpayers should verify any 
discrepancy in this information before filing the 
return.

How can Annual Information 
Statement help identify 

discrepancies in your ITR filing? 
8-line checklist explained

NEW DELHI.(Agency)

largely driven by losses in two of the 9.5% after beginning the marketing 
country's biggest chipmakers — process for its planned US listing.The 
Samsung Electronics and SK Hynix. weakness in both companies weighed 
Investors continued to reduce their heavily on the overall South Korean 
exposure to AI-related companies amid market, as they are among the country's 

largest listed firms.The recent surge 
in AI-related shares has been fuelled 
by expectations of strong demand 
for AI chips, data centres and related 
t e c h n o l o g y. H o w e v e r,  m a n y  
investors are now asking whether 

After months of strong gains driven by these high valuations can be 
e x c i t e m e n t  a r o u n d  a r t i f i c i a l  justified. There are growing 
intelligence (AI), investors are concerns that companies are 
becoming more cautious. That shift was s p e n d i n g  b i l l i o n s  o n  A I  
clearly visible on Tuesday, when South infrastructure without clear  
Korea's stock market suffered a sharp evidence that the investments will 
fall as technology shares came under translate into higher productivity or 
heavy selling pressure.The sell-off concerns that stock prices have risen too long-term profits.This uncertainty has 
spread across several Asian markets, quickly.The wider MSCI Asia Pacific made AI stocks more volatile in recent 
with chipmakers leading the decline. Index also fell 1.7%, reflecting the weeks.Despite the recent market 
Investors are increasingly questioning cautious mood across the region. weakness, SK Hynix is moving ahead 
whether the huge spending on AI will with plans for a Nasdaq listing in the SAMSUNG AND SK HYNIX LEAD 
deliver the profits that many companies United States.THE LOSSES
are promising.TECH ROUT SHAKES 

The company is looking to raise about Samsung Electronics fell 9.3%, even KOSPI
$28 billion through the share sale. The though the company recently reported a 

South Korea's benchmark Kospi index offering is expected to be closely 19-fold jump in profits. The stock has 
dropped more than 8%, ending at watched by global investors, as it will already more than doubled this year, 
7,392.04 after a broad sell-off in provide an important test of market leading some investors to book profits 
technology stocks.The sharp fall was appetite for AI-related investments.after its strong rally.SK Hynix declined 

MUMBAI.(Agency)
Market benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty climbed 
in early deals on Tuesday helped by foreign fund 
inflows and crude oil prices coming back to the pre-
war levels amid easing tensions in the West Asia.
The 30-share BSE Sensex advanced 176 points to 
78,461.16 in opening trade. The 50-share NSE Nifty 
went up by 34.1 points to 24,464.45.From the Sensex 
pack, Titan, Infosys, Eternal, Tech Mahindra, HCL 
Tech and Tata Consultancy Services were among the 
major winners.From the laggards, Trent tumbled 9.8 
per cent. Larsen & Toubro, Bharat Electronics, ITC 
and Tata Steel were also among the laggards.
Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) bought equities 
worth Rs 243.03 crore on Monday, according to 
exchange data.Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, 
quoted at USD 72.45 per barrel level.
"There are distinct signs f an uptrend in the market. 
Two factors which were weighing on Indian markets - 
the crude price hike and sustained FPI selling- are now 
behind us and has reversed. Crude is back to the pre-
war level and FPIs have turned buyers," VK 
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit 
Investments Limited, said.The FPI buying is not yet a 
strong trend, but the fact that they have stopped selling 
and turned buyers is a significant shift, which is likely 
to sustain supported by fundamentals, he added.
In Asian markets, South Korea's Kospi tanked 7 per 
cent. Japan's Nikkei 225 index, Shanghai's SSE 
Composite index and Hong Kong's Hang Seng index 
were also trading lower.
US markets ended higher on Monday.
On Monday, the Sensex jumped 521.16 points, or 0.67 
per cent, to settle at 78,285.07. The Nifty climbed 
159.50 points, or 0.66 per cent, to end at 24,430.35.

MUMBAI.(Agency)
The rupee appreciated 15 paise to 95.28 against the US 
dollar in early trade on Tuesday on improved market 
sentiment after reports that Saudi Arabia has slashed 
August crude oil prices for Asia amid easing of 
geopolitical tensions in the Middle East.
Forex traders said lower Middle East risk premium and 
higher traffic from the Strait of Hormuz kept the oil 
prices lower.At the interbank foreign exchange market 
the rupee opened at 95.33 and later touched 95.28 
against the American currency, registering a gain of 15 
paise from its previous close.
On Monday, the rupee had settled at 95.43 against the 
US dollar.The positive factor for the Indian rupee was 
Saudi Arabia slashing Asia oil prices by USD 11 per 
barrel in a record cut in the last 26 years amid 
improving supply conditions, said Anil Kumar 
Bhansali, Head of Treasury and Executive Director 
Finrex Treasury Advisors LLP.
Bhansali further noted that the buying by Indian oil 
companies also was indicated by the fact that Indian 
Oil and HPCL had placed tenders to buy 7 million 
barrels of crude thus keeping the US dollar well bid in 
the last few days.Meanwhile, the dollar index, which 
gauges the greenback's strength against a basket of six 
currencies, was trading at 100.86, up 0.01 per cent.
Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, was trading 
higher by 0.64 per cent at USD 72.45 per barrel in 
futures trade.Meanwhile, Brent oil prices are trading 
higher as renewed security concerns in the Strait of 
Hormuz have offset expectations of strong global 
crude supplies following Saudi Arabia’s steep cuts for 
Asian buyers.A tanker transiting near the Strait of 
Hormuz was reportedly struck by a projectile off the 
coast of Oman, causing a fire but no casualties.

Tata Nexon, Harrier EV to get new rivals 
as Mahindra prepares two SUV launches

Stock markets climb in early 
trade on foreign fund 
inflows

India has stepped up scrutiny of Google, 
Meta, Telegram and Signal over platform 
design, safety and data issues. The 
actions signal a broader shift towards 
home-grown digital rules centred on 
accountability and user protection.

comes with greater expectations on Taken together, however, they point to a therefore sought explanations not only 
accountability, transparency and user broader shift in the government's thinking. from WhatsApp but from other platforms 
protection. as well.That marks an important Instead of merely responding to harmful 

shift—from regulating content to A SERIES OF ACTIONS, ONE content  af ter  i t  appears  onl ine ,  
questioning platform architecture.BIGGER MESSAGE policymakers are increasingly examining 

whether a platform's design itself creates FROM DIGITAL MARKET TO The government's recent actions have cut 
DIGITAL RULE-MAKERacross multiple technology platforms 

and different policy concerns.Telegram Experts believe the recent actions are not 
was temporarily blocked during the isolated incidents but part of a larger 
NEET-UG re-examination and directed evolution in India's digital policy.The 
to disable message editing for existing shift isn't anti-Big Tech. It's India moving 

New Delhi,.(Agency) posts to prevent the spread of leaked from being a market that accepts global 
Until recently, the world's biggest exam papers. The platform later defaults to one that sets its own," said 
technology companies largely decided how received a separate anti-piracy notice Vivek  Kumar,  Independent  AI  
their platforms would work and then rolled from the Ministry of Information and Governance ,  Cyber  & Pr ivacy  
out those features across markets, Broadcasting. Consultant.According to him, several 
including India. That equation is beginning long-running policy initiatives have now Meta, meanwhile, was asked to halt the 
to change.Over the past few weeks, started coming together.rollout of WhatsApp usernames after 
Google, Meta, Telegram and Signal have opportunities for misuse.Explaining the the Ministry of Electronics and Information “The DPDP Rules, AI Governance 
a l l  found themselves  under  the  government's concerns around WhatsApp's Technology (MeitY) raised concerns that Guidelines, deepfake regulations and 
government's scanner for issues ranging proposed username feature, MeitY the feature could make impersonation and ongoing Competition Commission 
from platform design and user safety to Secretary S. Krishnan recently said the identity spoofing easier.The company is investigations are all maturing around the 
privacy, piracy and cybercrime. While each issue was not just the feature itself but the also facing scrutiny over Instagram same time. What appears to be a sudden 
case may appear different, experts say they greater scope it created for cybercrime.The advertisements allegedly promoting child burst of action is actually several policy 
point to a larger shift: India is no longer just kind of encouragement that it provides or sexual abuse material (CSAM).Signal and threads coming together," he said.
asking Big Tech to follow the rules. It is the facility it provides for committing more Telegram have also been asked to explain Aksheshkumar Ajaykumar Shah, Founder 
increasingly deciding what those rules cybercrimes... is a very serious issue," how their anonymity features align with and CEO of Cogniify.ai, agrees that India 
should be.The message from New Delhi is Krishnan said, adding that usernames could India's security and law enforcement has entered a more mature phase of digital 
becoming increasingly clear: access to one facilitate impersonation and identity requirements.Viewed individually, these regulation.
of the world's largest digital markets now spoofing. The government, he said, had actions appear to deal with different issues. 

MUMBAI.(Agency)
  There are five states in the country which have 

surpassed the per capita income threshold set by the 
World Bank for determining an upper-middle income 
economy. This stands in sharp contrast to the country 
as a whole since which is still a lower-middle income 
economy. It indicates that some states have generated 
a rise in terms of income that they have broken ahead 
significantly of the income bracket of the entire 
country. According to news reports, five Indian states 
have crossed the World Bank’s income threshold 
based on per capita income. However, economically 
the most powerful state is not on list. On the other 
hand, three states including Maharashtra missed the 
income level by only a few dollars. Let’s have a 
closer look at the different states.

The famous five
The country’s capital is at the forefront of the states that 

have moved ahead of the World Bank’s threshold. 
Delhi has a per capita income of $6,217. In the next 
fouor places are Karnataka with a per capita income 
of $5,579, Telangana with $5,407, Tamil Nadu with 
$5,329 and Gujarat with $4,734. The per capita 
income threshold for upper-middle income 
economies is $4,636.Maharashtra, Haryana and 
Kerala are closeWhile the above five made it to the 
list, three major states including the one with the 
biggest economic muscle missed the list narrowly. 
Maharashtra’s per capita income was $4,628 — only 
$8 dollars less than the threshold. Per capita income 
of Haryana was $4,627 dollars — only $9 less, while 
Kerala’s was $4,610 dollars, which is just 26 dollars 
below the limit.

Many states have taken big leaps
In 1994, none of India’s major states were in the 

middle-income category according to current World 
Bank standards. Today, the per capita income of 
many states has reached the level of economies like 
South Africa ($6,270), Fiji ($6,230) and Mongolia 
($6,210). At the same time, the per capita income of 
Karnataka and Telangana is higher than Indonesia 
($5,120) and Vietnam ($4,970).

            

Rupee rises 15 paise to 
95.28 against US dollar in 
early trade

Government sources have denied 
reports of an E-25 rollout and said 
no decision has been taken yet. They 
said E-20 has been in safe use after 
testing and any further move will 
depend on scientific findings.

validation.Officials said the current rollout The government said the current ethanol U S I N G E T H A N O L - B L E N D E D  
of ethanol-blended petrol has followed a blending programme has itself been PETROL

Government sources said ethanol-blended gradual and scientifically evaluated implemented gradually over the last few 
petrol is already being used by nearly 20 roadmap rather than a sudden policy shift. years.According to officials, E15 blending 

NO DECISION ON E25 YET crore petrol-powered two-wheelers and 
Government sources rejected reports around 20 lakh petrol-powered four-
claiming that E25 petrol has already wheelers across the country.According to 
been scheduled for rollout."It is officials, the scale of adoption shows that 
absolutely false. How can E25 be the programme has expanded significantly 
scheduled when testing itself is still without widespread technical concerns.
underway?" a government source told The sources added that the current 
India Today.According to the sources, blending programme was rolled out only New Delhi.(Agency)
compatibility tests for E25 fuel are still after detailed technical studies involving Amid growing speculation over the next 
being carried out across different vehicle manufacturers, fuel companies and phase of India's ethanol blending 
automobile manufacturers and vehicle industry experts.programme, government sources have said began in April 2023, followed by E19 in 
models. The government is yet to receive GOVT URGES PEOPLE NOT TO there is no proposal to introduce E25 petrol April 2024 and E20 in April 2025.
the final test reports, and no decision on BELIEVE SPECULATIONat present, adding that testing is still Sources said every stage of the transition 

The clarification comes amid growing introducing E25 will be taken until the underway and no policy decision has been was introduced only after detailed 
discussion over whether existing vehicles evaluation is complete.Officials said any taken.Sources told India Today that there is c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w i t h  a u t o m o b i l e  
would be compatible with higher ethanol future increase in ethanol blending will "absolutely no need to worry" about the manufacturers, oil marketing companies 
blends if the blending percentage is depend entirely on scientific evidence ongoing E20 petrol programme, adding and technical experts."The transition has 
increased in the future.Government sources related to vehicle safety, engine that ethanol-blended fuel has been in use been gradual and based on technical 
maintained that there is currently no performance and long-term durability.across the country for more than two-and-a- assessments," a source said.
proposal to introduce E25 petrol and urged E20 HAS BEEN ROLLED OUT IN half years after extensive testing and OVER 20 CRORE TWO-WHEELERS 
people not to rely on speculative reports.PHASES

Five states surpass World 
Bank’s upper middle-class 
per capita income category: 
Delhi on top
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Huangshi and Huanggang, killing eight killed at least two people in the southern BEIJING.(Agency) 
people, it said.Tornadoes were reported Guangxi region and forced the Thunderstorms and strong winds have 
in some areas, and one person remains evacuation of at least 48,000 people by killed at least 15 people, injured 275 
missing.The severe weather injured Monday evening.Officials in Nanning, and left nine others missing in central 
275 people in Huanggang's Huangzhou the capital of Guangxi, raised the flood-China, state media reported on Tuesday, 

control emergency response to its while heavy rain and flooding 
highest level after torrential rain claimed two more lives in the 
caused dams to overflow.The rain south.
caused part of a reservoir dam to Chinese President Xi Jinping 
collapse. Dramatic footage aired by on Tuesday called for "all-
CCTV showed torrents of muddy out" rescue operations after 
water surging through the breached storms and flooding in central 
concrete structure.and southern China left at 
Elsewhere in the region, homes and least 15 people dead and 
cars were partially submerged by forced tens of thousands to 
floodwaters.Rescue workers evacuate.Xi stressed "the 
wearing life jackets and helmets need to go all out in 
were seen using inflatable boats to organising emergency rescue 
s e a r c h  f o r  s t r a n d e d  operations, treating the 
residents.Scientists warn that the injured, resettling affected district as of Tuesday morning, state intensity and frequency of extreme residents, and carrying out disaster news agency Xinhua reported, without weather events will continue to increase prevention and relief work effectively", providing details on the severity of their as the planet warms due to greenhouse s t a t e  b r o a d c a s t e r  C C T V  injuries.Authorities also evacuated 408 gas emissions from fossil fuels.reported.Several areas in Hubei residents to safer areas, it added.

China is the world's largest emitter of province were hit  by "severe 
"Rescue and relief efforts are under greenhouse gases. However, it is also a convective weather" on Monday, 
way," Xinhua said. global leader in renewable energy and according to CCTV.
Meanwhile, heavy rain and severe has pledged to make its economy "Thunderstorms and strong winds 
flooding triggered by Typhoon Maysak carbon-neutral by 2060.swept through" cities including 

NEWS BOX

Thousands without power in US Pacific 
islands after Super typhoon Bavi

15 dead, hundreds injured as storms and floods 
batter China; Xi orders all-out rescue efforts

Landslide in China's Gansu 
province leaves 33 buried, 
half  rescued

Japan expels Chinese coast guard 
ships near disputed islands

TOKYO.(Agency) 
Japan said Tuesday it expelled two Chinese coast guard 
ships from waters near disputed islands also claimed by 
Beijing.The Chinese ships were approaching a Japanese 
fishing vessel operating in the area, Japan's coast guard 
said.The two countries have a long-running territorial 
dispute over the Senkaku Islands -- known as the Diaoyu in 
China -- which lie between Taiwan and Japan's Okinawa.
They have figured for decades in bilateral tensions, which 
have worsened since Japanese Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi made comments about Taiwan in November that 
angered Beijing.Chinese ships last entered waters Japan 
claims as its territory on June 10, but it is rare for vessels to 
approach Japanese fishing boats.
The coast guard "issued orders to leave... successfully 
forcing the Chinese coast guard vessels to leave Japanese 
territorial waters by approximately 9:20 am (0020 GMT) 
today," it said in a statement.In addition, the coast guard 
"was deployed around the Japanese fishing vessel to 
ensure its safety".There were four Chinese ships sailing 
around the area before two of them entered Japanese 
waters, the statement said.It added that the activities of the 
Chinese coast guard vessels constituted "a violation of 
international law"."The Japan coast guard will continue to 
respond calmly and resolutely in accordance with 
international and domestic law, and will take every 
possible measure to ensure the security of our territorial 
waters," it said.China routinely deploys its coast guard 

ships around the disputed islands, prompting dangerous 
maritime standoffs with its Japanese counterpart.
China has also sent boats to other disputed waters in the 
East China Sea, which is believed to hold possible deposits 
of energy reserves, despite repeated protests by Japan to 
stop.Takaichi said in November that Tokyo could 
intervene militarily in any attack on self-ruled Taiwan, 
which China views as its territory and has not ruled out 
taking by force.Beijing condemned her comments, and has 
since urged its citizens against travelling to Japan as well 
as tightened trade restrictions on some Japanese firms.

Bangladesh landslides kill 
eight Rohingya refugees, 
including five children

TEHRAN.(Agency) 
Amnesty International said on Monday that Israeli 
authorities must immediately release Dr Hussam Abu 
Safiya, a Palestinian paediatrician and the director of 
Kamal Adwan Hospital, saying he is being held 
arbitrarily.The organization's call comes after a lawyer 
who recently visited Dr Abu Safiya reported that his life 
is in immediate danger due to torture and other forms of 
ill treatment he has allegedly suffered while in Israeli 
custody.Dr Hussam Abu Safiya has been held in Israeli 
custody without charge or trial since 27 December 
2024. He was arrested while working at his hospital in 
Gaza City and has now been detained for more than 18 
months.
Concerns about his worsening condition emerged after 

a lawyer from Physicians for Human Rights Israel 
(PHRI), Nasser Odeh, visited him on 2 July 2026. 
According to the lawyer, since being transferred to the 
underground Rakevet detention facility, Dr Abu Safiya 
has been subjected to daily beatings, threats, and other 
forms of abuse.Attorney Nasser Odeh reported 
observing fresh bruises and torture marks on Dr 
Hussam Abu Safiya’s head and across his body, leaving 
him barely recognizable. He also said that Dr Hussam 
Abu Safiya arrived at their meeting with his hands and 
feet shackled. In his chilling account, Nasser Odeh 
described him as weak and on the verge of losing 
consciousness. He further reported that Dr Hussam 
Abu Safiya told him: “This is the last time you’ll see 
me…they brought me here to kill me.”“The lawyer’s 
testimony must serve as an urgent wake-up call for 
states around the world, particularly Israel’s allies. It is 
utterly reprehensible that a doctor who refused to 
abandon his patients, and who became one of the most 
prominent voices denouncing the devastation of Gaza’s 
healthcare system, remains arbitrarily and unlawfully 
detained under Israel’s baseless designation as an 
‘unlawful combatant’. He continues to be deprived of 
his most fundamental rights, including the right to be 
protected against torture and other ill-treatment, and 
his rights to a fair trial and due process,” said Erika 
Guevara Rosas, Senior Director for Research, 
Advocacy, Policy and Campaigns at Amnesty 
International.Meanwhile, according to Arab News, the 
son of detained Gaza hospital director said.

A London High Court judge will 
rule on Prince Harry's privacy 
lawsuit against the Daily Mail 
publisher, concluding his legal 
battle over alleged unlawful 
snooping.

ZWorst hit was the small island of  
Rota when it was struck early 
Monday by Super Typhoon Bavi 
with winds up to 180 miles (290 
kilometres) per hour, bringing 
down trees and power lines and 
knocking out water supplies.

BEIJING. (Agency) 
 A landslide at a village in northwestern China buried 33 
people on Tuesday, state media reported. About half of 
them have been rescued.Local authorities said the 
landslide occurred in the Nanhe township of Longnan 
city in Gansu province shortly before 7 a.m., according 
to China’s official Xinhua News Agency.State 
broadcaster CCTV said 17 people were already rescued, 
but it did not elaborate on their condition.While rescue 

operations were underway, authorities relocated 
affected residents.

Macron arrives in Syria, becomes first major Western 
leader to visit war-torn country under new leadership

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy visited in April but 
Macron is the first leader from 

western Europe or North 
America to do so.

damage, with countless roofs Municipal Operations Center on Rota, 
completely torn off... Across the confirmed on Tuesday morning.
island, there is no electricity, no "Fortunately, we haven't received any 
running water, and no mobile network reports of any injuries or casualties," 

R o t a  s e n a t o r  D o n a l d  M .  
Manglona said late Monday in a 
video posted by the Marianas 
Press."Our first responders and 
road crew are still out on the road 
trying to get access for our 
response vehicles to pull out and 
answer any distress calls. He still 

UNITED STATES.(Agency) don't have any running water nor 
Tens of thousands of people were power."Saipan and Tinian, the 

without power Tuesday on Guam and two main islands of the Northern 
the Northern Marianas after a super Marianas, were also without 
typhoon tore through the US Pacific power as were parts of nearby 
territories, with no casualties Guam, a separate US territory home to service," said local resident Masum 
reported. major US military bases, authorities Dhali, 24."Numerous water pipelines 

Worst hit was the small island of Rota said.have been broken, and many power 
when it was struck early Monday by poles have fallen, leaving the entire On those islands though the damage 
Super Typhoon Bavi with winds up to island without essential services," was less severe than after Sinkalu, a 
180 miles (290 kilometres) per hour, Dhali told AFP via Facebook."As of previous super typhoon that swept 
bringing down trees and power lines right now, still no water and through the region several thousand 
and knocking out water supplies. e l e c t r i c i t y, "  L o u  R o s a r i ,  a  kilometres west of the mainland in 

"Many homes have suffered severe spokeswoman for the Municipal April.

Syrian people,” his office said.The French afterward.Macron hosted al-Sharaa in Paris Syria’s state-run SANA news agency said 
president's meetings are scheduled in May 2025, where he urged European and Macron would visit with a business 
throughout Tuesday, beginning with U.S. leaders to lift longstanding sanctions delegation to discuss regional security as 
members of Syrian civil society, his office on Damascus. Most of those sanctions had well  as  business  and investment  
said, though no details were disclosed. since been lifted.Paris supported Syria's opportunities.The French president was 

new leadership even at a time where greeted at Damascus airport by 
others were skeptical of al-Sharaa’s Syrian Foreign Minister Asaad al-
Islamist-led rule and former role as the Shibani.

“I have come to express France’s head of the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 
commitment to the Syrian people. militant group, previously linked to al-DAMASCUS.(Agency) 
For a sovereign Syria, united in its Qaida.Western governments were  French President Emmanuel Macron 
diversity and at peace with its especially concerned about the arrived Monday in Syria, making him the 
neighbors,” Macron said in a post on treatment and inclusion of women and first major Western leader to visit the war-
X. “Together, let us open a new minorities, and whether Syria's new torn country since the ouster of Bashar al-
chapter of stability and peace.” government would transition into a Assad in 2024.Ukrainian President 
France supports all those who can more democratic rule.Syria has Volodymyr Zelenskyy visited in April but 
“contribute to build a new Syria” in managed to sidestep the region's recent Macron is the first leader from western 
line with the aspirations expressed conflicts, but the country is still battered Europe or North America to do so.The 
since the 2011 Arab Spring, from 13 years of war that left much of it French president’s visit comes during a 
Macron’s office said, referring to a in ruins, drove millions into poverty, and period of relative calm in the Middle East 
period of widespread uprisings will cost hundreds of billions of dollars after the monthlong war in Iran and Lebanon. 

Macron will then meet with al-Sharaa, across the Middle East that called for to rebuild. While Syria has signed He will travel next to Ankara, Turkey, for the 
before holding economic talks and signing political change and reform.Macron will memorandums of understanding with states NATO summit, where Syrian President 
memorandums of understanding. The two meet with al-Sharaa at the presidential and large companies for large investment Ahmad al-Sharaa is also expected to attend 
leaders will hold a jint news conference palace and “engage directly with diverse projects, they have not yet come to fruition.and meet with U.S. President Donald Trump.

pounds ($53.5 million).Harry, singer Elton the press for creating what he called a toxic attacks on his wife that led the couple to 
John and actors Elizabeth Hurley and Sadie environment is much deeper than headlines leave royal life and move to the United 
Frost are among those who accused that documented his party boy youth and States in 2020.“They continue to come after 
Associated Newspapers Ltd. of tapping their romantic ups and downs. His emotional me, they have made my wife’s life an 
phones, intercepting voicemails and testimony in February drove that point absolute misery,” he said as he choked back 
obtaining personal information tears in the witness box.The phone 
through deception.The newspapers hacking scandal that began in the 
d e n i e d  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  a s  1990s and continued for more than a 
“preposterous,” insisting the roughly decade gave Harry the opportunity 
50 articles at issue were based on to break with royal family tradition 
lawful sources including friends, and take his case to court. Three 
royal aides and publicists who offered years ago, he became the first senior LONDON.(Agency) 
information to reporters.The verdict royal to testify in court in over a 

Prince Harry 's longtime battle with the 
coincides with Harry’s visit home to century.

British tabloids reaches its climax Tuesday.
Harry won a judgment in 2023 that the U.K., but the court case has been 

A judge in London’s High Court will rule on 
condemned the publishers of the overshadowed by the question of 

the Duke of Sussex's privacy invasion 
Daily Mirror for “widespread and whether he will bring his wife, 

lawsuit against the publisher of the Daily 
habitual” phone hacking. Last year, Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, and 

Mail, ending a trio of lawsuits that accused 
Rupert Murdoch’s flagship U.K. their two children, Prince Archie and 

the news media of unlawfully snooping on 
tabloid, The Sun, made an unprecedented Princess Lilibet, for a rare visit to their home.The prince has blamed the press for his life.Harry and six others are seeking 
apology for intruding on his life for years, grandfather, King Charles III. the death of his mother, Princess Diana, who substantial damages in the celebrity-studded 

Harry has long criticized the news business and agreed to pay substantial damages to was killed in a car crash in 1997 while being lawsuit where the legal costs for the 11-week 
pursued by paparazzi in Paris, and for Harry’s self-proclaimed mission to reform settle his privacy invasion lawsuit.

trial have been estimated at about 40 million 

Rights group calls for 
immediate release of  Gaza 
doctor amid torture 
allegations

DHAKA.(Agency) 
Landslides triggered by heavy monsoon rains in 
eastern Bangladesh in killed at least eight Rohingya 
refugees, including five children, officials said 
Tuesday.Dollar Tripura, a Fire Service and Civil 
Defense official in Cox’s Bazar district, told The 
Associated Press that rescuers recovered seven bodies 
while an eighth body was found by refugees after 
several hills collapsed from late Sunday to Monday 
morning.He said another two children were found with 
injuries.Officials said continuous rain and hillside 
torrents loosened soil on slopes, causing makeshift 
houses to collapse.Tripura said the landslides affected 
at least four locations across the camps, burying 
shelters under mud and debris while residents were 
asleep.“All the bodies have been handed over to the 
families through local refugee leaders and police,” he 
said.Authorities said they were relocating the refugees 
from at-risk hill areas, and some 1,000 people have 
already been relocated.The weather office in the 
capital, Dhaka, has forecast more rain in the coming 
days.According to the UNHCR, 36 refugees died and 
at least 86 were injured in similar landslides at refugee 
camps between 2021 and 2026.More than 1 million 
refugees who fled neighboring Myanmar live in camps 
in Bangladesh.Renewed fighting in Myanmar’s 
Rakhine state between the military government and the 
Arakan Army has raised concern of a fresh influx of 
Rohingya refugees across the border.

Prince Harry's privacy battle against daily 
mail reaches final verdict in UK Court

CMYK
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