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Nadiad.Following repeated enforce-
ment drives by the State Monitoring
Cell (SMC) across Kheda district, the
Local Crime Branch (LCB) has re-
portedly initiated action against an al-
leged illegal liquor network operating
in and around Nadiad. The latest op-
eration is being viewed as a signifi-
cant move against the illicit liquor
trade, which has long been a matter of
public concern despite Gujarat's pro-
hibition laws.According to informa-
tion received, the LCB acted on
specific intelligence and conducted a
raid near Paras Circle in the Makhan-
pura area under the jurisdiction of Na-
diad Town Police Station. During the
operation, officers reportedly recov-
ered a substantial quantity of foreign
liquor from an alleged storage loca-
tion linked to the network. The raid is
said to have created panic among
those allegedly involved in the illegal
business.The report further alleges
that the liquor trade had been operat-
ing under the alleged patronage of an
administrator identified as Subhash. It
is claimed that the alleged protection
enabled bootleggers to continue their
activities without fear of enforcement.
However, these allegations have not
been independently verified, and no
official statement confirming or deny-
ing the claims has been issued by the

concerned authorities.According to
sources quoted in the report, the al-
leged bootlegging network had
adopted a well-planned strategy to
evade law enforcement agencies.
Small quantities of liquor were report-
edly kept at retail selling points, while
larger consignments were stored at
separate secret locations. This ar-
rangement allegedly ensured that
even if enforcement agencies con-
ducted raids at the sales points, only
limited quantities would be recov-
ered, minimizing legal consequences
and financial losses for those in-
volved.The report states that investi-
gators eventually traced one such
alleged warehouse linked to a boot-
legger identified as Girish. During the
operation, the LCB reportedly seized

foreign liquor worth several lakh ru-
pees. Information further suggests
that another raid was carried out at an
alleged hideout in Fatehpura village
under Chaklasi Police Station limits,
where additional stocks of foreign
liquor were also recovered.Local res-
idents have also made serious allega-
tions regarding the role of certain
police personnel and administrative
officials. The report names several in-
dividuals and claims that illegal liquor
and gambling activities have contin-
ued under alleged official protection.
These allegations remain unverified,
and no response from the Kheda Po-
lice or the officials named had been
made available at the time of publica-
tion.The developments have once
again brought renewed attention to

the issue of prohibition enforcement
in Gujarat. Citizens have expressed
concern over the alleged existence of
organized liquor networks despite
regular enforcement operations by
various agencies. Many residents be-
lieve that isolated raids alone may not
be sufficient unless investigations
also focus on identifying the finan-
cial, logistical, and administrative
support systems that allegedly allow
such networks to function.Observers
say that if the allegations mentioned
in the report are substantiated through
a fair and transparent investigation,
the matter could have far-reaching
implications for law enforcement and
administrative accountability in the
district. Public confidence in policing,
they argue, depends not only on large-
scale seizures but also on impartial
action against anyone found respon-
sible, irrespective of their position or
influence. Citizens have therefore
urged the state government and senior
police authorities to ensure an inde-
pendent probe into the allegations,
strengthen monitoring mechanisms,
dismantle organized bootlegging net-
works at every level, and take strict
legal action against all individuals
found involved, so that prohibition
laws are enforced in both letter and
spirit and public trust in the justice
system is restored.

Kheda LCB Swings into Action After SMC Crackdown;
Raid Targets Alleged Illegal Liquor Network
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Porbandar. In a significant milestone to-
wards the modernization of railway infras-
tructure, the Bhavnagar Division of Western
Railway has successfully commissioned the
yard remodelling work at Porbandar Station
on 04 July 2026. The completion of this am-
bitious project will make rail operations at the
station safer, smoother and more efficient,
while significantly enhancing the handling of
trains and coaching rakes. Completed under
the guidance of Divisional Railway Manager
Shri Dinesh Verma, the project involved com-
prehensive modernization of the station’s
Electronic Interlocking (EI) system. A new
Electronic Interlocking system with 72 routes
has been commissioned. As part of the pro-
ject, 25 new points have been installed and
16 existing points have been dismantled. The
remodelled yard now comprises 31 points, 44
detection points, 28 track sections, 10 main
signals and 17 shunt signals (09 dependent
and 08 independent).The yard remodelling
has resulted in a substantial improvement in
both operational efficiency and safety. The
provision of an engine escape line has com-
pletely eliminated the push-back movement
that was previously required on Line No. 1
(now Line No. 2), thereby making operations
safer and faster.The project has also signifi-
cantly enhanced the yard’s operational capac-
ity, improving the efficiency of train and rake
movements. A newly constructed double-exit
pit-cum-washing line has streamlined the
processes of washing, placement and removal
of rakes, making them quicker and more con-

venient. Additionally, the construction of two
new double-exit stabling lines will facilitate
faster and smoother movement of empty
coaching rakes.Another major feature of the
project is the segregation of the non-inter-
locked yard, enabling simultaneous shunting
operations and reception of trains on Lines
No. 6, 7 and 8. This will save valuable time
while considerably improving operational ca-
pacity and overall efficiency.With the suc-
cessful completion of the yard remodelling
work, Porbandar Station will witness reduced
turnaround time for trains and coaching
rakes, increased yard capacity, greater oper-
ational flexibility, and significant improve-

ments in safety and reliability. The project
will also play a vital role in efficiently han-
dling the growing volume of rail traffic in the
future.Western Railway continues to accord
the highest priority to the development of
railway infrastructure and the adoption of ad-
vanced technologies to provide passengers
with safe, modern and reliable rail services.
The successful commissioning of the Porban-
dar Station Yard Remodelling Project marks
another important achievement in this
direction.

Atul Kumar TripathiSr. Divisional 
Commercial Manager Western Railway, 

Bhavnagar Para

Porbandar Station Yard Remodelling Successfully Commissioned;
Rail Operations to Become Safer, Faster and More Modern

YARD REMODELLING COMPLETE
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Planters

While we are aware that gadgets will continue 

to rule our lives in many ways, decor experts 

around the globe reveal that more families are 

opting to ditch technology in their living rooms 

in order to facilitate more quality time. With an 

overdose of screen time throughout the day, 

people are consciously making a choice to 

create a room without digital distractions. They 

want to bond over meaningful conversations, 

read a book or enjoy a glass of wine, in peace.
Says Dr Rajan Bhonsle, relationship 

counsellor, "The living room is supposed to 

encourage interaction. Whether it's a 

television, ipad or laptop - all gadgets are 

addictive and it's difficult to limit their usage. 

Hence, if the whole family decides to eliminate 

technology from their living space, they will 

end up bonding on a personal level. That's good 

news because the lack of eye-to-eye contact 

over time has made us apathetic and arrogant as 

human beings."
Who says living rooms can't look chic minus 

the telly? In fact, this opens up huge 

opportunities for new designs and creative 

layouts in decor - you can now use up all the 

space that was once occupied by a gadget! Here 

are a few tips:
1. Let all seating face inwards
Arrange all the chairs and sofas in the room to 

face each other. This seating arrangement 

encourages talking, sitting, reading and 

entertaining. You will now probably 

communicate face to face and reconnect 

instead of staring at a screen.
2. Rule of thumb
When you say you have a digital-free living 

Decorate your home with 
these Indian handicrafts

Decorate your home with Indian 
handicrafts and boast the beautiful, 
interesting and intricate handicrafts 
which are made by rural artisans of the 
country. Add jute, brass and clay 
handicrafts to your home, says an expert. 
Cheenu  Gup ta ,  Co- founde r  o f  
Divinehaat.com, an e-commerce portal 
of handicraft goods, has shared some 
ideas:
* Brass handicrafts: Brass provides a 
durable and sturdy decor option. There 
are so many brass handicrafts 
and show pieces like vases, 
table tops, wall art, lamps, 
ornament boxes, plates, bowls 
and figurines.
True brass tends to oxidize 
quickly when exposed to air and 
hence check that the brass 
product you are buying has been 
given a clear coating of lacquer.
Any brass product will have to 
be regularly polished to keep 
the shine intact and remove any 
tarnishing.
* Jute handicrafts: Give a wow 
factor to your drawing room 
with one of the most affordable natural 
fibers Jute. There is a huge range of jute 
products which includes bags, rugs, 
lamps, tables, office stationery, curtains 
wall-hangings and many more.
Jute products are eco friendly and offer a 
natural, green way to decorate the house.
* Clay handicrafts: Clay pottery is 
supposed to be one of the most ancient 
forms of handicrafts in India.
You can choose from lovely terracotta 
planters or clay serving utensils to 
beautiful vases to decorate the house. Not 
only these products look beautiful but 
food cooked in the pottery is considered 
good for health.

Top 10 crazy 

 for your home for your home

SPICE OF LIFE

HATS OFF

BOOK STORE

You can hang these old jars on the wall, 
like spice racks -in the dining room or 
in the kitchen. These jar planters can be 
used to grow fresh spices and herbs for 
cooking at home. Clear your kitchen 
counter and keep your herbs, fresh in 
the air. Aromatic, we say!

Give your tattered old hat a makeover 
as a unique hanging container for your 
plant. Pick one of the pots with 
seasonal flowers in it. Tie a wire 
around the pot and hang it on the 
balcony wall. Now, cut a hole in your 
once-favourite old hat and use it to 
cover the pot. Mindboggling, isn't it?
HEAD OVER HEELS These old 
shoes, which had once added to your 
style quotient, can also make for 
wonderful planters. Hung on the 
balcony fence, these coloured boots 
look great filled with flowering plants. 
Even high heels and sandals work 
perfectly well for decorative cacti. Let 
your imagination run as wild as 
possible.

It doesn't take much to add a little 
charm to your home or office. Turning 
an old book into a sassy succulent 
planter can do wonders. Just select an 
old book and glue the pages together. 

Toiling hard on a balcony garden, 
filled with the same old clay or 
plastic pots, can get boring at 
times. If you want to breathe a bit 
more life into your greens, just 
look around.
You will be surprised to find many 
household objects, unnecessarily 
occupying space, which can be 
turned into unique planters. As 
long as it can support soil and 
allow proper drainage, you can use 
almost anything. Container 
gardens can be the perfect solution 
for  those  l iv ing in  smal l  
apartments. So, what are you 
waiting for? Unleash your crazy, 
creative side and make the best use 
of waste.Trust us, you'll love it!

Cup planters look just fine on dull 
window sills.

TO THE TEA

They are small and can hold a small 
amount of gravel. But once you see 
them, you are bound to change your 
opinion. Tea cups with graphics can 
add spectacle in the whole scheme of 
things. If you want to have small 
plants, this can actually be a very good 
idea. You can accentuate the beauty of 
the planter by adding decorative 
stones around the brim.

Wine-bottle planters are really easy to 
make and look great once done. Start 
out by cutting off the bottom of the 
bottle. Since potting soil cannot be 
used as the planting medium here, use 
coco peat instead. A wire or small rope 
tied just below the bottle's threads is all 
we need to hang these planters. You 
can also grow various decorative 
indoor plants in these bottles.

BOTTLE'S UP

TOY TALE

SMUG IN JEANS

OUT OF THE BOX

Succulents are ideal plants to grow 
in these toy trucks discarded by 
your kids. They are pretty low-
mainte nance too. Find something 
that has a large enough opening to 
hold the potting mixture and deep 
enough to allow the roots to grow.

This planter is not just a great use of 
an old pair of jeans, but it's also a 
sure-shot way to grab eyeballs of 
every passer-by. So, if you are 
planning something extraordinary 
and eccentric this season, try and 
make at least one jeans container. 
You need to fill up the legs with 
pipes and thermocol.
Spread a water-resistant plastic bag 
inside before placing the potted 
plant. And you are ready to go...

Making a planter from a wooden 
crate or an old suitcase is quite 
simple. Because of its length, 
breadth and depth, it is best suited 
for growing herbs like coriander, 
lemon grass or mint. Fill it will soil. 
You can either sprinkle seeds, 
starting from the scratch, or 
directly plant saplings. If you are 
more into flowers, then Portulaca 
grandiflora (commonly called 9 
o'clock flowers) can be one of the 
options. Decorate the case to your 
heart's content and it can double up 
as an installation in your balcony.

Make sure not to stick the pages to 
the cover. Let it dry completely. 
Decide how wide a space you 
want to fit in your succulent. 
Leave at least 2 inches around the 
circumference of the roots to 
promote growth. Line the box you 
just cut with a plastic bag, making 
sure the bottom and sides are 
covered. Arrange your succulent 
on top of the plastic bag. Be sure to 
transfer enough soil from the 
original planter, along with the 
plant itself. Trim the excess plastic 
around the edges, leaving just 
enough of the liner to keep water 
from running into the pages of the 
book when you water it.

Next time you get your car tyre 
changed, don't throw the old one 
away. Paint it instead, and use it as 
a plant container. This type of 
arrangement is possible only if 
you have adequate space in your 
balcony or on the rooftop.
You can choose colours according 
to your preference. The advantage 
in this case is plenty of room, 
therefore suitable for bigger 
plants and bushes like rose, 
hibiscus et al.

AT THE WHEEL

There are multiple types of clay pottery - 
terracotta, red, black and grey pottery.
* Wooden handicrafts: Decorate your 
house with wooden furniture, toys, 
utensils, decorative pieces, jewellery and 
many more designer household goods like 
lamp shades, candle stands, vermillion 
boxes, jewellery boxes, bangle holders.
Carved wood furniture is a treasured 
furniture item in a lot of homes.
* Dhokra handicrafts: Dhokra is one of the 
oldest forms of handicrafts. Dhokra candle 

stands, pen stands, ash trays, horses, 
elephants, peacocks, owls, religious 
images, measuring bowls and other show 
pieces give an extra edge to the corner of 
your house.
Dhokra cast metal and ironware has a 
rugged vibrancy about it. It looks beautiful 
in any corner of your home.
* Marble handicrafts: To enhance the 
beauty of your house decorate it with 
marble decorative vase, marble elephants 
for the drawing room, pooja thali, idols of 
god for the spiritual room.
* Art and metal ware handicrafts: Wall art 
designing for living room is a new trend. 
One can choose from varieties of designs to 
go in sync with your living room.

Why the time is ripe for a tech-less 

Living room

room, it has to be unplugged in the true sense. 

To help encourage this, ask your family 

members to leave their phones, tablets, music 

player in another room.
 They may grumble at first, but with time 

surely realise that it is very relaxing at the end 

of the day.
3. Stay away from too many colours
While the idea is to create a space that de-

stresses you after a long day, be careful not to 

incorporate too many colours in a tech-less 

space. Stick to a neutral colour palette and use 

soft, soothing colours. Whites, creams, blues, 

browns, greys - all make for brilliant choices.

Planters
Top 10 crazy 
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Smart storage under 

Staircase
The space below 

the staircase can 

be utilised for 

storage or as a 

display area 

maximising 

space with smart 

ideas that are in 

novative and 

useful is what 

homemakers are 

looking for these 

days.

However, finding 
a solution that 
is utilitarian 
and attractive 
becomes an  
i n t e r e s t i n g  
challenge. Most 
furniture these 
days is modular, 
incorpora t ing  
some s torage  
f a c i l i t y  t o  
maximise utility. 
Beds and sofas 
come with storage. 
Wood chests, apart 
f r o m  b e i n g  
decorative, allow 
you to store trinkets. 
Study tables come 
with cubbyholes and 
shelves for added 

storage.
Another alternative to maximise storage 
that will not bring in new furniture is the 
creation of storage in an odd space in the 
home, such as the area below the 
staircase.

ALCOVE
M a n y  h o m e  
o w n e r s  a r e  
e f f i c i e n t l y  
utilising the space 
below the staircase 
and some of the 
space abutting the 
staircase to create an 
alcove. The area 
beneath the staircase 
is quite valuable when 
space is at a premium. 
There are many ideas 
on how to make the 
most of this otherwise 
lost space.

TV CABINET
We could all use some 
extra storage space and 
the space under the stairs 
could be ideal for a variety 
of storage needs. This space 
can be used for concealed 
storage or for housing a TV 
c a b i n e t  i f  

need be. Both are extremely practical and 
good options that are seen in most homes.

BUILT-IN SHELVES
If the staircase has a high intermediate 
landing, then the space below can be 
considered for shelving. Built-in storage with 
shelves and drawers that will take care of the 

oddest cranny is the most basic way to utilise 
the space. For convenience, two cupboards can 
be built and the one with the highest point can 
be used to store unwieldy long coats or sports 
equipment such as golf clubs and cricket 
bats.All other knickknacks can be stored in the 
various drawers and shelves in the re maining 
space. This idea works well when the stairwell 
runs behind a door or if the staircase is in a small 
area.
NOOK TO RELAX IN
Having bookcases under the staircase are a 
good way to use space that would otherwise be 
wasted. Besides, you can also consider creating 
a niche activity space under the stairs. If your 
staircase faces the living room, you could have 
a music area or a bar. It can be a small home 
office, or even a small hobby or craft room.
If your staircase is located close to the utility 
area, it could serve as a convenient location for 
a small laundry room.If your staircase runs 
down into the front hallway, the area beneath 
could house a shoe rack. If it goes up to the 

bedroom, you could have a mini cabinet or a 
wardrobe under the stairs.

STORAGE FOR TOYS
It could also serve as an efficient toy storage 
area for your children. For a toy storage area, 
find baskets, plastic tubs or bins of different 
sizes and then design shelving of different 
heights and widths to accommodate them.
Ensure that these storage spaces are both 
attractive and easy to access. It can be simply 
shelved out and left open, or covered as a com 
en, or covered as a complete cupboard.

KITCHEN CABINETRY
If the staircase is in the dining room, consider 
having a superior quality wine storage cabinet 
below the stairs. Neat wood racks meant for 
wine bottles along with a temperature control 
mechanism will occupy little space as opposed 
to making a separate wine cellar. Smart 
shutters with glass can let you have a good 
view of your wine collection.

How to maximize your

Space at homeSpace at home
When there is no room to spare, maximizing the 

potential of every inch becomes critical. Ajit 

Chellapan, of Gimi, India, shares some tips...

Small spaces can be quite cozy, but 
squeezing-in is often challenging. When 
you're pressed for space, the "pile" can be 
your worst enemy. When there is no room to 
spare, maximizing the potential of every 
inch becomes critical. This is typically seen 
in a family setting where it is challenging to 
find space in a small house or an apartment 
thus being a major cause of concern. Due to 
this constraint a lot of things are usually 

dropped. The only solution to save space is 
being 'Creative'.

 Since storage space is 

at a premium in smaller homes, being creative 
is an important part which will help in 
designing the minimum space at your home. 
You can opt for minimalism concept as well. 
Minimalistic design is softer, more personal 
and easier to live with. Generally in a 
minimalist design, only the most essential 

Most Essential:

elements are taken into consideration for 
people whose main focus is the functioning 
of their home. Apart from that, the clean look 
of modern interiors make homeowners love 
this type of concept which is clutter free and 
stress free. Untapped accommodation space 
under the staircase, wall mounted cabinets, 
can also help in storing most of the items 
which helps in saving space. Using of 
compact home utility products also provides 
a perfect solution for making your homes 
look clutter and stress free.

 Innovation 

and technology plays a major role. Most of 
the products available in the market today are 
driven by innovation and backed with 
technology. For example, with the advent of 
Nytrogen technology (originated in Italy) 
uses Nitrogen that is blowed into the 
pipes/handles of the product at a very low 
temperature (-20 degrees) during the 
injection phase to empty the closed cavities 
from the inside making them exceptionally 
resistance to bending and twisting making 
the products long lasting. This type of 
technology is used in products such as 
balcony cloth dryer, ironing boards etc. This 

Role of Technology:

makes the product not only strong but 
also makes the product sturdy.

 Technology 

has come a long way over the last several 
years. Keeping updated with the latest 
advances is a great way to save space. 
Today we have table top ironing boards 
which are portable to carry even when 
you're on a vacation! It's light and 
compact and can be kept inside your 
suitcase as well. This type of ironing 
board helps you to re-iron you're already 
ironed clothes sitting anywhere in your 
home or even your hotel rooms. Balcony 
cloth dryers have also become a popular 
choice today among homemakers for its 
compact user friendly design that helps 
in drying your cloths outside/inside your 

Latest Advances:

balcony with ease. To save space, use 
stackable appliances where possible. 
New designs for home appliances, such 
as washers, dryers and iron boards and 
take up less room in your home.

Once all the initial 

arrangements in a house are made, it 
does become difficult after some time to 
accommodate more items with time 
Hence sleek, elegant and compact home 
utility products are in more demand for 
their innovative design module. Look for 
pieces that are multi-functional or 
adjustable, such as a dining room table 
with expanding leaves or for two in-one 
sofa cum bed sets to avoid clutter inside 
the house.

Avoid Clutter: 

How to maximize your

Choosing 
the best 
kitchen

The present-day women choose their kitchens 
according to their own likes and conveniences, 
rather than picking what is trending in the 
market spaces Interior design is the wishful 
thinking for a beautiful living. 
People spend more than half of our lives 
indoors. It is said `home is where heart is'. It 
definitely is a very true saying. Indoors refer to 
a house, which can be a bedroom kitchen flat, a 
studio apartment or a bungalow. The place 
where we stay is a major asset for us. It 
provides us security, a sound sleep, area to cook 
food, and most importantly, peace of mind.
PERCEPTION MATTERS
For every individual, the way of living is 
distinct, they may be living alone, in a nuclear 
family or a joint family. The more the number 
of people in the house, the more diversified is 
the way and need of living, some may want to 
apportion the drawing and living rooms, some 
may want to keep it as an elementary seating. 
Some may like their kitchens to be closed and 
walled well, some may like it open and 

connected to the dining area; some may build 
a beautiful temple, some may have just an 
idol; some may like it centrally air 
conditioned, whereas others may decide 
how to place it manually.
WOMEN DECIDE
Gone are the times where everything was 
accepted. The women, today, customise 
their bedrooms, their verandah, and the 
kitchen. The kitchen truly is the heart of 
the home and social gatherings.
THE TEMPLE OF FOOD
Kitchen designs are of various types. 
The one wall style, which is generally 
opted in for service or studio 
apartments, offers to save as much 
space as possible. The galley style, 
which is a walk-through kitchen, is 
designed with two walls opposite to 
each other utilising every inch of 
space. The L-shaped kitchen, which 

is designed basically for mediumsized kitchens, 
offers as much as workspace as possible. 
Likewise, the horseshoe or the U-shaped 
kitchen has three walls and the island (platform) 
in a similar shape, so that more than one person 
can work comfortably in the kitchen at the same 
time.
Few housewives who either have redone and 
renovated their kitchen, or have designed it the 
way they want it in a newly-bought house, have 
many common and related ideologies of 
designing a kitchen as a bright and a welllit 
space, have proper ventilation, lots of room for 
storage. Some of them had Indian conventional 
style of cooking.
Narendra Kaur Bagga, a housewife, says, "I 
have seen how trends change, but in my 
kitchen, I feel connected to the house, talking to 
my husband becomes easier while I cook and I 
can serve easily. Also, I can attend guests 
simultaneously, take a peep on what is going on 
the television, I do not have a door to my 
kitchen, it is open."
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NEWS BOX

of our guys. They're hurting right now, but Azzedine Ounahi scored twice before Houston. (Agency)  
my goodness, I couldn't be prouder. Canada, substitute Soufiane Rahimi sealed a 3-0 Canada's FIFA World Cup 2026 journey 
thank you. I thank Canada."Canada started victory in stoppage time.came to an end with a 3-0 last-16 defeat to 

Despite the scoreline, Marsch Morocco in Houston on July 4, Saturday, 
focused on the progress Canada but head coach Jesse Marsch refused to let 
had made and the identity his side the scoreline overshadow his team's 
displayed against one of the performance. The Canadian boss said he 
tournament favourites.Reflecting would "rather be us than them," insisting his 
on Canada's performance, Marsch players stayed true to their attacking 
added: "In the biggest games, in the identity despite Morocco's clinical second-
biggest moments, it's about how half display.The result sends Morocco into a 
much we can be ourselves, how quarter-final against either France or 
much belief we can show and how Paraguay as they continue their bid to match 
much we can put the game on our or better their historic semi-final run from 
terms. We did that. We had 11 the 2022 World Cup in Qatar.
incredible performances in the first "We went after the game. We didn't play 
half. We were unlucky not to take defensively. We showed we can be better," 
the lead. Then it's the fine details. Marsch said after the defeat. "Of course, we brightly in Houston and forced Morocco 

They have quality and players who compete have to be in these situations more and more, goalkeeper Yassine Bounou into two 
at the highest level, but in terms of how we and then we have to find ways to succeed. important early saves through Jonathan 
played and sticking to who we wanted to be, But what a great team. I'd rather be us than David and Tani Oluwaseyi. However, 
it was an incredible performance."them, as good as Morocco is. I'm really proud Morocco took control after the break as 

goalkeeper.Frustrated by the snub, Gill Americans, who defended deep, disrupted 
threw the match ball at Mbappe's back the rhythm of the game with frequent fouls 
before walking away. Mbappe did not react and looked to drag Didier Deschamps' side 
to the incident and continued celebrating into a physical battle in sweltering 

conditions.Mbappe eventually settled 
the contest in the 70th minute, calmly 
converting a penalty after Desire Doue's 
driving run into the penalty area forced 
Diego Gomez into a clumsy challenge. 
The referee initially waved play on 
before awarding the spot-kick following 
a VAR review.The goal was Mbappe's 
seventh of the tournament and the 19th of 
his World Cup career, drawing him level 
with Lionel Messi in the race for the 
Golden Boot while moving him within New Delhi. (Agency)   

Kylian Mbappe's match-winning penalty one goal of the Argentine's all-time 
France's progression, ensuring the sent France into the FIFA World Cup World Cup scoring record."It wasn't easy. 
confrontation did not escalate further.The quarter-finals on Sunday, July 5, but the final They used every trick in the book," France 
incident quickly drew attention after a whistle brought with it an ugly flashpoint coach Didier Deschamps said after the 
fiercely contested encounter in which involving Paraguay goalkeeper Orlando match."It is not the kind of football that will 
Paraguay had spent 90 minutes trying to Gill.Moments after France secured a hard- bring people to the stadium, but they 
unsettle the two-time world champions.fought 1-0 win in the Round of 16, Gill defended well. It is always difficult against 

these South American teams."Mbappe FIFA WORLD CUP: FRANCE EKE OUT walked towards Mbappe to congratulate him 
echoed his coach's assessment, insisting TOUGH WINwith a handshake. The France captain, still 

celebrating, appeared to ignore the gesture France had expected exactly this kind of France knew they were unlikely to enjoy a 
and walked pas t  the  Paraguayan contest.straightforward evening against the South 

Philadelphia. (Agency)  
Kylian Mbappe eventually found the one 
moment Paraguay could not survive.
For 70 minutes, France's talisman was kicked, 
crowded, wrestled and frustrated as Paraguay 
turned their World Cup Round of 16 clash into 
an attritional battle fought as much through 
grit as quality. The South Americans, fresh 
from their penalty shoot-out upset over 
Germany, arrived with little interest in 
matching France's star power and every 
intention of disrupting it. They succeeded for 
long stretches, but when substitute Desire 
Doue burst into the penalty area and was 
brought down by Diego Gomez, Mbappe 
stepped up to settle the contest from the 
spot.His coolly taken penalty secured a hard-
fought 1-0 victory in searing 38°C heat, 
sending Didier Deschamps' side into a 

quarter-final against Morocco while ending 
one of the tournament's most spirited 
underdog stories. It also took Mbappe to seven 
goals at the tournament, drawing him level 
with Lionel Messi in the race for the Golden 
Boot.STAR-STUDDED STALEMATE
France arrived boasting arguably the most 
feared attacking quartet left in the 
competition. Mbappe, Ousmane Dembele, 
Michael Olise and Bradley Barcola had 
dismantled Sweden in the previous round, and 
the expectation was that Paraguay would be 
the latest side to fall victim to Les Bleus' 
attacking firepower.Instead, Gustavo Alfaro's 
men produced one of the defensive 
performances of the tournament.Happy to 
concede possession, Paraguay retreated into a 
compact defensive shape, crowding central 
areas and forcing France into harmless 
circulation of the ball. Mbappe was rarely 
afforded space to run, Dembele found himself 
double-marked, while Olise's clever 
movement was repeatedly met by a wall of 
white shirts.The statistics at half-time 
underlined Paraguay's discipline. France had 
enjoyed more than 80 per cent possession but 
failed to register a single shot on target, 
producing an expected goals figure of just 
0.15. 

cap. Now here he is, staring down Manuel 
Neuer, 40 years old and somehow still Manuel 
Neuer, and he buries it.Cue bedlam. A 
Paraguayan TV reporter apparently shot out of 
his chair mid-broadcast and started sobbing 
under his desk. Somewhere off to the side, 
eleven Germans stood there not looking at 
each other, the way people do when something 
has just ended and nobody's ready to say it out 
loud.Germany didn't just lose to Paraguay on 
penalties in the Round of 32, they watched the 
last bit of their old aura get taken off them, in 
real time, by a team that had never beaten them 
before.After Germany's loss, the conversation 
swung south, almost immediately, to a New Delhi. (Agency)  
country that's been living this exact nightmare Let's go back to Belo Horizonte, Brazil, July 8, 
for years. Italy isn't dealing with one bad close game that got out of hand late. It was a turns out, is enough time to make untouchable 2014, for a second. If you're not a die-hard 
tournament. They just missed their third total, humiliating dismantling, the kind of look like a long time ago.football fan, you might not know this game off 
World Cup in a row, beaten on penalties by result people still bring up years later as the Fast-forward to this summer's World Cup. the top of your head, but you've probably 
Bosnia and Herzegovina in a qualifying go-to example of a team getting torn apart on Jose Canale, a 29-year-old center-back heard the score somewhere, because it's 
playoff in Zenica, a small industrial town that the biggest stage there is. Four days after that, playing his first match ever for Paraguay, jogs become one of those numbers people just 
now means something it was never supposed Germany went on to win the whole up to take a penalty after two of his teammates repeat: 7-1.That was Germany, in a World Cup 
to mean in Italian football history. The Azzurri tournament. For a while after that, it felt like had already missed theirs. He'd said four semifinal, against Brazil, the host nation, 
stood and watched the home fans celebrate.nobody could touch them.Twelve years, as it months earlier he didn't think he'd ever get a playing in front of their own fans. It wasn't a 

generations. England have never beaten underlined their resilience as Nat Sciver-BATTLE BETWEEN TWO FLAWLESS 
Australia in a Women's World Cup final, Brunt and Heather Knight rescued England CAMPAIGNS

England have looked the most complete side losing all six previous meetings across the from 23 for 3 with a match-winning 133-run 
in the competition. Their batting has clicked ODI and T20 World Cups.Three of those partnership before the bowlers wrapped up a 

defeats came in the 50-over comprehensive 40-run victory.
showpiece (1988, 1997 and 2022), Australia's campaign has been equally 
while Australia also got the better of ruthless. Comfortable victories over 
England in the 2012, 2018 and 2023 Bangladesh, Netherlands, Pakistan 
Women's T20 World Cup finals. and India in the group stage were 
That daunting record makes followed by an emphatic eight-wicket 
Sunday's clash about far more than win over West Indies in the semi-
simply lifting the trophy, it is an final.Their depth has once again set 
opportunity to finally end the them apart from the rest of the field, 
Aus t ra l ia  hoodoo.Aust ra l ia ,  with different players stepping up in 
however, have once again shown every match and ensuring there has 
why they remain the benchmark in been little drop in standards, 
women's cricket. The defending regardless of the situation.New Delhi. (Agency)  
champions are unbeaten heading AUSTRALIA’S DYNASTY MEETS England could hardly have asked for a better 
into the final after sweeping through ENGLAND’S DREAMbuild-up to the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup 
the group stage before brushing final. Seven wins from seven matches, Australia enter the final chasing a 
aside West Indies in the semi-dominant performances with both bat and seventh Women's T20 World Cup 
finals.England have matched that ball, and a place in the title clash at Lord’s title, having already won the consistently, while a disciplined bowling 
flawless run, defeating every opponent in have established them as one of the standout tournament in 2010, 2012, 2014, 2018, 2020 attack has strangled opponents throughout the 
their path and sealing their place in the final teams of the tournament. Yet, standing and 2023. Victory at Lord's would also hand tournament. They began their campaign with 
with a commanding 40-run win over South between them and history is a familiar foe – them a remarkable 14th women's world title an emphatic 87-run win over Sri Lanka before 
Africa. With both teams yet to suffer a defeat, Australia.For all of England's resurgence across the ODI and T20 World Cups, further overcoming Ireland, Scotland, West Indies 
the tournament has built towards the under Charlotte Edwards, the final presents a cementing one of the greatest dynasties in and New Zealand in the group stage.
blockbuster final everyone had hoped for.psychological hurdle that has haunted international sport.The semi-final against South Africa further 

How the mighty have fallen: What 
went wrong for Germany and Italy

England Women are flying, but can they 
break the Australia hoodoo in final?

I'd rather be us than them: Jesse Marsch 
defiant despite Canada's World Cup exit

ARLINGTON. (Agency)   
 India decided to rest Sanju Samson for the 
second T20I against England on Saturday, July 4, 
in Manchester. After three consecutive poor 
outings from the T20 World Cup-winning 
opener, the team management handed the spot to 
the generational talent Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, 
who had been called up for the tour of the United 
Kingdom.Samson, who played crucial knocks 
for India during their triumphant T20 World Cup 
2026 campaign, was left out just days after the 
team management had said they wanted to give 
their opening pair a long rope because they had 
earned it.After the decision was made ahead of 

the second T20I, India head coach Gautam 
Gambhir was seen having a long conversation 
with Samson. Gambhir appeared to console the 
batter, holding his hand as the two spoke 
following the selection call.SAMSON'S 
STRING OF POOR SCORES
Samson did not leave the Indian team 
management with many options. The opener 
failed to reach double figures in each of his last 
three T20I innings on the tour of the United 
Kingdom. After scores of 0 and 5 in India's 
historic series defeat against Ireland, Samson 
managed just one run off seven balls in the first 
T20I against England.With fans increasingly 
calling for Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's inclusion, the 
management eventually made the change. 
Samson's omission paved the way for the 15-
year-old to make his international debut. Vaibhav 
scored 14 off 10 balls in his first outing for India.
However, being rested for the second T20I does 
not necessarily signal the end of the road for 
Samson. The Indian team management has 
repeatedly spoken about backing players over a 
longer period as they build a new-look T20 side 
under the captaincy of Shreyas Iyer.
INDIA FALTER IN VAIBHAV'S DEBUT
The exclusion of Sanju Samson did little to 
change India's fortunes under Shreyas Iyer. India 
are still searching for their first T20I win under 
Iyer's captaincy after suffering another defeat.

Gautam Gambhir consoles 
Sanju Samson in long chat 
after dropping star from 

T20I team

Philadelphia,. (Agency)  
France captain Kylian Mbappe said his side 
proved they are much more than just an 
entertaining attacking team after grinding out a 
hard-fought win over Paraguay in the FIFA 
World Cup Round of 16, insisting Les Bleus are 
equally capable of winning a physical and 
scrappy battle if needed.
Speaking after France sealed their place in the 
quarter-finals, Mbappe said the team's display 
against Paraguay showed they could adapt to 
whatever the occasion demanded."If we have 
to get our hands dirty, we'll do it," Mbappe said 
in the post-match interview."They thought 
we'd come in tuxedos, playing pretty football 
with one-twos and attacking moves. But we 
know how to play ugly football too. We did that 
today, we won, and even in that kind of game 
we were better than them."Paraguay vs France, 
FIFA World Cup 2026 Round of 16: Highlights 
| ReportParaguay turned the knockout clash 
into a scrappy affair, repeatedly trying to break 
France's rhythm and draw the players into 

confrontations. Mbappe, however, said the 
French squad had anticipated exactly that kind 
of contest."We knew the kind of match we were 
going to have. Today we showed that we're not 
just a team that knows how to play attacking 
football.
"BEAT THEM AT THEIR OWN GAME
The Real Madrid forward also brushed aside 
Paraguay's attempts to unsettle France during 
the closing stages of the match, saying every 
team has its own way of competing.
"That's their football. That's the way they play," 
Mbappe said."Everyone uses the weapons they 
have. There's no right or wrong way to play 
football. There's only one way, and that's to 
win.""They tried to beat us that way, but we 
beat them at their own game."France 
eventually came through one of their sternest 
tests of the tournament to move into the last 
eight, showing a side of their game that has 
often been overshadowed by their attacking 
quality.
MOROCCO NEXT
France will now take on Morocco in the 
quarter-finals, with the tie set to pit Mbappe 
against close friend and former Paris Saint-
Germain teammate Achraf Hakimi.Mbappe 
revealed Hakimi may have already reached out 
after the match but said friendships will be put 
on hold once the two teams step onto the pitch.

Mbappe settles battle 
of  wills as France edge 
resilient Paraguay into 

quarters

Kylian Mbappe: If we have to 
get our hands dirty, we'll do it

Once football's gold standard, 
Germany and Italy are no longer 

setting the benchmark. Germany lost 
its edge. Italy lost its way. Both have 

watched the rest of the football 
world overtake them. The climb back 

to the top will demand far more 
than another man in the dugout.

Women's T20 World Cup, 

AUSW vs ENGW: Nat Sciver-

Brunt's England and Sophie 

Molineux's Australia will lock 

horns in the blockbuster final 

on Sunday, July 5, at the iconic 

Lord's Cricket Ground.

ZFrance reached the FIFA World 
Cup quarter-finals after Kylian 
Mbappe's penalty sealed a 1-0 
win over Paraguay, but the 
match ended with a bizarre 
confrontation as goalkeeper 
Orlando Gill threw the ball at the 
French captain.

Mbappe refuses to shake hands, agitated 
Gill throws ball at France striker
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Workers' Party and the North Korean implementation of the important SEOUL.(Agency) 
people toward China."The Communist common understanding achieved China's President Xi Jinping said he was 
Party of China and the Workers' Party of among us and lead the China-DPRK ready to work with North Korean leader 
Korea are the Marxist ruling parties," Xi relations to a long-term, sound and Kim Jong Un to steer their bilateral 

stable development," Xi said, using the relationship toward "long-term, 
initials of the North's official name.sound and stable" development, 
Referring to his recent state visit to Pyongyang's state media 
Pyongyang, Xi thanked Kim for the reported Sunday.
"enthusiastic and friendly" hospitality The exchange follows Xi's rare 
during the trip.The message came in visit to North Korea last month, 
response to a letter from Kim, who when the two leaders pledged to 
described their summit in Pyongyang as deepen ties as tensions rise on 
a "historic occasion" and said it was the Korean Peninsula and 
North Korea's "steadfast stand" to Pyongyang expands its military 
continue strengthening ties with Beijing.cooperation with Russia.In a 
North Korea has expanded security ties message dated July 1, Xi 
with Russia, where Pyongyang has sent t h a n k e d  K i m  f o r  h i s  
soldiers and munititions to assist cong ra tu l a to ry  message  
Moscow's invasion of Ukraine.marking the 105th anniversary 

of the founding of China's Still, China remains North Korea's said, adding that the two countries had 
Communist Party, according to the largest economic partner, accounting s t o o d  t o g e t h e r  f o r  n a t i o n a l  
official Korean Central News Agency for nearly 98 percent of the country's independence and had jointly advanced 
(KCNA).Xi said Kim's message foreign trade in 2024, according to the socialist cause over generations."I 
reflected the "deep and warm feelings" South Korea's Ministry of Economy am ready to guide the relevant sectors 
of the North Korean leader, the ruling and Finance.and regions of both sides to the full 

NEWS BOX

Performer calls for Trump's death at 
funeral for Iran's late supreme leader

Xi says ready to work with Kim for 
'stable' China-N. Korea ties: KCNA

Boat transporting students 
from exams sinks in Congo, 
killing at least 20, 
authorities say

NATO chief may have to match 
his made-for-Trump sales pitch 
to keep a summit on the rails

ANKARA.(Agency) 
 Since he started work as NATO secretary-general almost 
two years ago, Mark Rutte has spent much of his time 
trying to keep the United States anchored to the world's 
biggest military alliance, employing outright flattery to 
dissuade US President Donald Trump from acting on 
threats to abandon it.But the goalposts keep shifting, 
raising the stakes ahead of this week's summit in Turkey.
Initially, it was about money. Trump has long railed 
against NATO allies for spending too small a fraction of 
their national budgets on defense. But those problems 
were addressed at their summit last year, when US allies 
committed to invest as much as America, in gross 
domestic product terms.NATO's real problem now is 
turning that money into military capabilities, particularly 
as European countries worry about a possible attack from 
Russia.Still, Rutte tried to put to bed any lingering 
concerns at a White House meeting last month, with a 
new pitch using a chart labeled the "The Trump Trillion" 
in gold letters — showing USD 1.2 trillion in spending by 
European allies and Canada since 2017.But Trump 
appeared unmoved, saying he was still disappointed at 
some NATO allies' refusal to join the Iran war, which he 
had launched alongside Israel without consulting them.
"We don't need their money — we do't need anything," 
Trump said. "I just want loyalty."Trump suggested he 
might have skipped the upcoming summit entirely were it 
not being hosted by Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan. It's a sign that even Erdogan and Rutte — 
foreign leaders Trump seems to hold in rare esteem — 
will have their work cut out for them in keeping the 
summit on track.Rutte set a new marker for flattery at the 
White House
Historically, the prime tasks of NATO's top civilian 
official — always a European, never an American — 
have been to encourage consensus in an organisation that 
makes its decisions unanimously, and to speak on behalf 
of all 32 member countries.But during both of Trump's 
terms, Rutte and his predecessor at the helm of NATO, 
Jens Stoltenberg, have dedicated a huge amount of 
energy just to keep the United States inside their alliance.
Trump has threatened to leave NATO, dallied with 
pulling US troops out of Europe and vowed to take over 
the island of Greenland — a semiautonomous part of ally 
Denmark. He has cast doubt over whether he would 
defend another member not spending enough on their 
military, eroding trust.Rutte's approach has been heavy 
on flattery. Last month's carefully choreographed pitch in 
the Oval Office — with props redolent of an American 
flag — laid down a new marker, even for a man heavily 
criticized for likening Trump to a "daddy."The charts 
showed tens of thousands of US jobs were being created 
and a backlog of USD 300 billion in European orders for 
military equipment — all thanks to the "leader of the free 
world," Rutte said.He pushed back, gently, on Trump's 
complaints that NATO did not support the US against 
Iran, noting that up to 5,000 US planes took off from 
bases in Europe before an April ceasefire.

Iran envoy says friendly 
nations to get 'special' 
Hormuz fee treatment

world.(Agency) 
A Pakistani senator, with close links to the country's 
military establishment, on Saturday demanded the 
resignation of Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar after a 
relative of his was arrested in a case concerning the 
abduction and gangrape of two foreigners here.
Senator Faisal Vawda also accused the federal 
government and the provincial government in Punjab 
of protecting the minister's relative in the high-profile 
case.Two women - one from the Netherlands and the 
other from Venezuela - were allegedly abducted by a 
group of men on June 29 and gangraped in Lahore.
The police have arrested four men, while one is 
absconding. They were sent to five-day police custody 
by a Lahore court on Friday. One of the arrested men - 
Muhammad Raza Dar - was identified as the prime 
suspect in the case.Police sources said Raza Dar is 
Ishaq Dar's grandson.During the investigation, police 
have said, it emerged that Raza Dar met the two women 

in Singapore last year, and they were partners in a 
cryptocurrency venture. He arranged business visas for 
them for their visit to Pakistan.Vawda on Saturday said 
Pakistan is being "run like a family corporation", as he 
highlighted the gangrape incident and described the 
prime suspect as "alleged grandson" of Ishaq Dar, who 
is also the foreign minister."He (Raza Dar) was arrested 
only after the intervention of the relevant foreign 
embassy. After such serious allegations, how can Ishaq 
Dar continue to represent Pakistan before the world as 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister?" Vawda 
said in a post on X."If there is any concern for Pakistan 
and its international image, Ishaq Dar should resign 
immediately," he said.Vawda, widely seen as a 
mouthpiece of the Pakistani military establishment, 
was elected as Senator on the vote of both Pakistan 
People's Party (PPP) and the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), which are coalition partners in the 
federal government. He, however, does not represent 
any political party.Vawda further said on Saturday, 
"Attempts are being made to limit the case to extortion 
rather than rape.

Trump highlighted his support for 
the Second Amendment and 
revived denunciations of  
communism, which are becoming 
an increasingly central part of  
Trump's message ahead of  the 
November midterms.

ZThe comment is the first, direct 
call for Trump's death by an 
emcee at the funeral, which has 
seen posters and graffiti calling 
for the killing of  Trump and 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu.KINSHASA. (Agency) 

 A wooden boat transporting students back from state 
exams sank in central Congo, killing at least 20 people, 
authorities said. The vessel was traveling in Kasai 
province when it sank while entering the confluence of 
the Sankuru and Kasai rivers, according to witnesses.
Deadly boating tragedies are common in the central 
African country, where late-night travels and 
overcrowded vessels are often blamed. Poor safety 
standards and lack of infrastructure in remote parts of 
the country also contribute to the hundreds killed in 
boat disasters in recent years."There were 80 survivors 
and 20 bodies," said Francois Kabula, administrator of 
the Ilebo territory in Kasai province, where the sinking 
happened Friday.However, Tshikudi Jean, who 
witnessed the crash, told The Associated Press that the 
boat was carrying over 200 people."The shipowners of 
the DRC are only after money and don't care about 
human lives," François Malepo, president of the Ilebo 
civil society organization said.

Prosecutors to lay out their case 
against the man accused of killing 

The five-day preliminary 
hearing that starts Monday 

will be the first time 
members of  Kirk's family 
are in the Utah courtroom 

with defendant Tyler 
Robinson.

honoring Khamenei and also calling for Mohammad Rasouli, a poet, drew calls 
Trump's killing as the American of "Death to America!" and "Death to 
president gave a speech in Washington Israel!"Speaking to the crowd over 
for the 250th anniversary of the loudspeakers at the funeral, Rasouli 
founding of the United States.asked, referring to Trump: "Why is the 

most bastard man in the world still "We've had tremendous success," 
Trump said, speaking of the 
American military. "You 
look at Venezuela, you look 
at Iran. We wiped it out, 
wiped out their military."US 
federal authorities have been 

TEHRAN.(Agency) tracking Iranian threats 
against Trump and other  A performer at the funeral for Iran's late 
administration officials for Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
years. That stems from Khamenei called for the death of US 
Trump ordering the 2020 President Donald Trump before a 
killing of Gen. Qassem crowd of hundreds of thousands of 
Soleimani, who led the people Sunday in the capital, Tehran.

expeditionary Quds Force of Iran's alive?"The question drew cheers from The comment represents the first, direct 
paramilitary Revolutionary Guard. Iran the crowd, and again when Rasouli said call for Trump's death by an emcee at 
repeatedly has denied plotting to kill that "the world is no longer a good place the funeral, which has seen posters and 
Trump, though hard-line propaganda for" Trump.Larger crowd attends graffiti calling for the killing of Trump 
footage long has suggested Trump was second day of Khamenei's funeralA far-and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
in Tehran's crosshairs.larger crowd for the funeral than the day Netanyahu. That's been a hard-line 

before attended the ceremony Sunday. Trump meanwhile promised to destroy demand even as Tehran negotiates with 
Mourners dressed in black walked to the Iran's very civilization during the war the US over a permanent end to the war 
site, carrying banners and flags among a variety of other threats.that's disrupted global energy supplies.

The hearing will be livestreamed. proverbial slam dunk at this stage of the case, weapon, testimony from investigators, 
Robinson turned himself in after the where the only issue is whether there is a autopsy findings, witness statements and 
shooting. Prosecutors allege that he also sent sound basis for moving forward with a trial video of Kirk's killing. They are not required 
a text message confession to his partner and on the merits," he said. to present all their evidence and can use 
left a note saying he had an opportunity to secondhand information, or hearsay.
kill one of the nation's leading conservative After the hearing concludes, state District 
voices "and I'm going to take it." Judge Tony Graf must determine if the 
He has not entered a plea in the case, case should proceed.Reporters and the 
however.Robinson, 23, is charged with public will be allowed to attend after Graf 
aggravated murder in the Sept. 10 denied a defense request to restrict access.
assassination of Kirk, who was addressing Kirk's killing drew backlash from his 
a crowd of thousands at Utah Valley Republican allies, including President 
University. His attorneys have not Donald Trump, who first announced 
commented on his guilt or innocence. Robinson's arrest in a Sept. 12 interview 

SALT LAKE CITY.(Agency) Months of legal jostling leading up to the on Fox News and said, "I hope he gets the 
Charlie Kirk's widow and parents are hearing centered largely on media access. death penalty."This week prosecutors 
expected this week in a Utah court where A death sentence is an option in Utah only Beginning Monday, the focus shifts to need only demonstrate that there are 
prosecutors seeking the death penalty will w h e n  a  c r i m e  h a s  a g g r a v a t i n g  whether there is enough evidence for a trial reasonable grounds to believe Robinson 
argue that the man charged with killing the circumstances. Prosecutors will argue in and if the death penalty is warranted, said killed Kirk. The standard is lower than for a 
conservative activist should stand trial for Robinson's case that Kirk's shooting Paul Cassell, a University of Utah law trial, where prosecutors have to prove guilt 
murder.The five-day preliminary hearing endangered others in attendance.The professor and former federal judge. "beyond a reasonable doubt."Authorities 
that starts Monday will be the first time proceeding will resemble a minitrial, with Cassell said evidence made public to date in have said DNA consistent with Robinson's 
members of Kirk's family are in the Utah prosecutors planning to offer DNA evidence court filings suggests prosecutors have "an was found on the trigger of the rifle used to 
courtroom with defendant Tyler Robinson. linking Robinson to the suspected murder overwhelming case.""This seems like the kill Kirk.

Forces team in combat in Vietnam. They Greenwood, who performed "God Bless "They are the greatest generation," Trump 
appeared before flags that symbolized some America." The event organizers were said. "I hate to admit that, but they are."

Anticipation for the milestone holiday has of the most significant and challenging largely aligned with the White House, 
been building for much of the year, serving moments in American history, from the one supplanting a bipartisan organization that 
as an opportunity for Americans to reflect on that was draped over Abraham Lincoln's 
their complicated history as onetime casket to the one that flew on the plane 
colonists of an empire who became a piloted by the Wright Brothers.

Yet Trump also leaned into partisan territory superpower of their own. Organizers of 
unusual for an Independence Day address, celebrations months in the making had to 
which presidents typically use as a moment adjust or cancel activities entirely as much 
to unify the country. Instead, he stumped of the East Coast sweltered under heat that 
again for the SAVE America Act, an approached and in many cases surpassed 

WASHINGTON.(Agency) 
elections bill that's encountering challenges triple digits.Heat is defining th big weekend 

President Donald Trump mixed partisan 
even from Trump's fellow Republicans in in many placesSevere weather prompted the 

politics with patriotic appeals on Saturday as 
Congress. He highlighted his support for the cancellation of celebrations in Hartford, 

he commemorated the 250th anniversary of was launched by Conress a decade ago.Second  Amendment  and  rev ived  Connecticut, along with Harrisburg and 
American independence, a moment he "We will always be on top," Trump said. "We denunciations of communism, which are Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. Spectators at 
declared "one of the most joyous and will never let our country fall. We will becoming an increasingly central part of Boston's fireworks and concert were told to 
glorious milestones of all time." always be the best."Trump didn't talk about Trump's message ahead of the November briefly seek shelter before events later 
Speaking in Washington after storms himself as much as he does during his midterms.The speech capped a holiday that resumed. An evacuation was also ordered in 
prompted a roughly two-hour evacuation of normal rally speeches. Still, he still found Trump has gone to great lengths to shape to Philadelphia. New York and Pittsburgh 
the National Mall, Trump honored veterans, time to include a joke about seeking a third his own tastes. He was introduced by two moved forward with fireworks but shifted 
including several from World War II and one presidential term and about World War II's musical performers who often appear at his the time to accommodate the shifting 
of the first Black officers to lead a Special "greatest generation."t rademark  ra l l i es ,  inc luding  Lee  weather.

"Quit Immediately": 
Pakistan Deputy PM Faces 
Flak After Grandson 
Arrested For Rape

BEIJING.(Agency) 
Iran's ambassador to China insisted Saturday that new 
fees would be charged to ships transiting the Strait of 
Hormuz -- an idea rejected by Washington -- while 
assuring that "friendly" nations would receive special 
treatment.The initial deal struck between Iran and the 
United States to end their war stipulated that 
commercial ships would transit the strait free of charge 
for 60 days, but it remains unclear what will be in place 
after that period.Iranian Ambassador Abdolreza 
Rahmani Fazli told the World Peace Forum in Beijing 
that his country was working in "collaboration and 
cooperation" with Oman on "new arrangements" for 
the vital waterway."As a country where the Hormuz is 
part of its territorial waters, we will definitely charge 
service fees," Azli said in translated remarks, while 
insisting such fees would not be a "toll.""These new 
arrangements will be concerning guaranteeing the 
security of passage through the Straits of Hormuz, 
supervision of the passage of the vessels... and also 
guaranteeing and dealing with the environmental 
consequences of the massive number of ships," he 
said."We will definitely consider special treatmnt for 
the countries that were friendly to us and specially 
stood by us during the hard times," he added.The strait 
normally carries one-fifth of the world's crude oil and 
liquefied natural gas, but it was all but closed by Iran 
during the Middle East war, sending energy prices 
soaring.Iran lifted its blockade of the Hormuz after it 
struck an initial deal with the US to end the Middle East 
war, and negotiations on a permanent settlement of the 
conflict are ongoing.

Trump mixes patriotism with partisanship as he 
celebrates America's 'joyous' 250th anniversary

CMYK
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