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Vadodara / Karjan: Despite
Gujarat’s strict prohibition
claims, a terrifying ground re-
ality has surfaced in the Kar-
jan taluka of Vadodara, where
a thriving empire of illicit
liquor, narcotics, and gam-
bling operates with complete
impunity. Local youth are
rapidly sinking into addiction
as villages like Kurali and
Sapa have turned into open
hubs for Warli Matka gam-
bling, drawing operators all
the way from Vadodara city.
More alarmingly, round-the-
clock country liquor distil-
leries in Kandari and Karamdi
are brewing highly toxic,
chemical-infused alcohol.
This unchecked operation di-
rectly risks a catastrophic
hooch tragedy, yet the corrupt
local administration seems to

be waiting for a disaster to un-
fold before taking any ac-
tion.At the center of this
criminal network is an unholy
nexus between bootleggers
and law enforcement, spear-
headed by a notorious D-staff
constable named Hanubha.
Despite being previously sus-
pended for colluding with
liquor smugglers, Hanubha

has brazenly returned to Kar-
jan under political patronage.
He now serves as a lucrative
"cash cow" for Karjan Police
Inspector (PI) Patel. Together,
they allegedly manage a mas-
sive extortion racket, collect-
ing millions in monthly
protection money (hafta) that
reportedly reaches up to the
district Local Crime Branch

(LCB). This corrupt system
openly defies the anti-crime
directives of the state govern-
ment and the Home Minister,
severely tarnishing the re-
gion's governance.The terror-
ized citizens of Karjan are
now demanding immediate
accountability from the top
brass. Urgent intervention is
required from the Vadodara
Superintendent of Police and
Gandhinagar’s State Monitor-
ing Cell (SMC) to launch ag-
gressive raids, deploy
bulldozers against these illegal
dens, and jail the corrupt offi-
cials involved. If the state gov-
ernment fails to take decisive
action against this khaki-boot-
legger syndicate, further ex-
plosive evidence will be
brought directly to the public
forum to expose the systemic
rot.

Karjan Police Shamed
The Unholy Hanubha-PI Patel Nexus 

Fueling Vadodara’s Illicit Crime Empire
As Illicit Distilleries Run Round-the-Clock in Rural Vadodara

Terrified Locals Fear a Catastrophic Hooch Tragedy
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also creates unhygienic conditions,” said the deputy commissioner, the municipal Ghaziabad.(Agency)
Ashok Dalwani, general secretary of the commissioner and several other authorities. Residents of Sushant Lok-1 have 
Sushant Lok RWA. We have also sent reminders, but no complained about stray cattle in the colony, 
Residents said they are not against the effective action has been taken. The saying that they are damaging property, 

problem continues to grow, and leaving roads littered with dung and 
residents are worried that a serious creating a constant fear of accidents. 
accident could happen if the cattle Desp i t e  compla in t s  t o  t he  
are not removed,” said Deepak authorities, they claim the problem 
Verma, RWA president.remains unresolved.
When contacted, Puran Singh From early morning till late evening, 
Yadav, vice-chairman of Haryana herds of cattle can be seen moving 
Gau Seva Aayog, said the state is through the colony's internal roads. 
working on a uniform framework Residents allege that many of the 
for stray cattle management. “A animals are abandoned by their 
common policy is being prepared owners, while others gather after 
to streamline the rescue and being fed on roadsides.“There is 
rehabilitation of stray cattle. A hardly a day when we don’t come 
separate tender will be floated after across stray cattle on our streets. 
a detailed assessment. Until the Bulls have fought in the middle of 

new system is in place, municipal bodies, welfare of cattle but believe they should be residential roads, damaged electricity 
including the MCG, will continue carrying housed in gaushalas instead of being left to meters installed on poles and hit parked 
out rescue operations under their existing roam on public roads, where they endanger vehicles. Children, the elderly and even 
arrangements,” he said.both people and traffic.“We have written to motorists are at risk. The dung left behind 

Desilting of  main stormwater drain not done 
yet, waterlogging fears rise in Gurgaon Sec 21

Stray cattle damage vehicles in 
Sushant Lok-1, pose safety risk

Gurgaon’s heat divide: 12-year satellite data 
reveals up to 8°C gap between wards

Noida.(Agency)
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  G h a z i a b a d  
administration’s order to RWAs and 
AOAs to tighten fire safety measures in 
societies, resident bodies have flagged 
major hurdles in meeting the norms, 
including the high cost of maintaining 
firefighting systems, ageing electrical 
infrastructure, conducting regular 
audits and drills, and keeping 
e m e r g e n c y  e x i t s  f r e e  f r o m  
encroachments.At a review meeting 
earlier this month, the administration 
ordered RWAs to appoint two trained 
firefighters per residential society on 
12-hour shifts, regularly inspect and 
maintain fire-water pipelines to ensure 
adequate emergency supply, and keep 
staircases and evacuation passages clear. 
The order followed a series of fire 
incidents, including the April 29 blaze at 
Gaur Green Avenue in Indirapuram, 
which spread across eight flats on five 
floors.With accountability now being 
fixed for lapses that lead to fire incidents, 
RWAs said they were under growing 
pressure to upgrade safety systems but 
claimed the financial burden often falls 
on residents, who are reluctant to bear 
the costs.“Fire safety is essential, but 
convincing residents to pay for it 
remains a challenge,” said 
Amit Silawat, secretary of Uninav 
Heights in Raj Nagar Extension. The 
society recently spent nearly Rs 6 lakh 
repairing firefighting equipment from 
its maintenance account, triggering 
objections from residents over the 
necessity of the expenditure. Silawat 
noted that ground- and first-floor 
residents often questioned their 
contribution, arguing they faced lower 
fire risk.The compliance challenge is 
compounded by governance gaps. Fire 
NOCs are valid for three years, but RWA 
representatives are elected annually. 
“By the time we fully understand the 
issues and start addressing them, it is 
almost time for the next election,” 
Silawat said.According to AOA 
representatives, the problem originates 
at the handover stage. Rahul Baliyan, 
president of KDP Grand Savanna in Raj 
Nagar Extension, said developers often 
secure occupancy .

News box

Gurgaon.(Agency) awaiting repairs to damaged wire-mesh days but would significantly reduce the risk 
fencing along sectors 21-22 and sectors 22- of flooding during heavy rainfall. Any With the monsoon approaching, residents 
23 roads and construction of a concrete delays in executing the work could leave of Sector 21 fear that the colony could face 
pavement around the Shalapur T-point — residents facing avoidable hardship during severe waterlogging if the desilting 

the rainy season,” said RWA of a key stormwater drain — which is 
general secretary KL Sharma, facing delays — is not completed 
adding that they are no longer immediately. Despite repeatedly 
seeking assurances but timely flagging the issue with GMDA 
action.Meanwhile, a GMDA officials over the past six months, no 
official said, “We are already work has begun on the ground.
taking up desilting of surface Residents said around 800 metres of 
drains and removal of debris the main drain — from Shalapur T-
across the city as part of pre-point to the Sector 21 market — has 
monsoon preparedness. If any n o t  b e e n  d e s i l t e d ,  r a i s i n g  
portion of the drain in Sector 21 apprehensions that rainwater may 
has been left out, our team will accumulate on roads and disrupt 
inspect the site and take up the movement across a nearly 2.5-km 
desilting work on priority. We will works that have been pending for nearly stretch serving around 1,650 plotted houses. 

ensure that the pending stretch is cleaned at three years.“It is time for action to replace assurances,” 
the earliest to facilitate smooth stormwater “Desilting the drain is a relatively small RWA president Prakash Lamba told TOI.
flow during the monsoon.”intervention that could be completed within Besides drain cleaning, residents are 

Gurgaon.(Agency) g r o u n d  —  a l l o w i n g  a  p r e c i s e  recorded the highest average summer LST recurring hotspot.At the other end of the 
neighbourhood-level assessment of in 2026 at 44.1°C. It also holds the highest scale, wards 32 and 33, which include A person living in Gurgaon’s Dwarka 
surface heat across the city’s municipal single reading in the entire dataset — Sector 7, Sector 7 Extension, Shivpuri, Expressway corridor experiences surface 
wards.The findings show that where a 56.73°C in May 2019, during what the data New Colony, Krishna Colony, Jyoti Park, temperatures up to 8 degrees Celsius (°C) 
resident lives in the city can significantly identifies as Gurgaon’s most intense heat Housing Board Colony, Laxman Vihar higher than someone in Sushant Lok or 
influence their heat exposure, with year on record. The ward crossed 53°C on Phases I and II, Sector 4 and Cancon South City. A thermometer reading of 39°C 
neighbourhood-level differences often multiple occasions in 2018 and 2019, years Enclave, consistently ranked among the in Sector 43 can register as 44°C on the 
exceeding the impact of year-to-year when several parts of the city regularly coolest parts of the city, despite being ground in Sector 84 — a difference of 
weather variation. Crucially, the same breached the 50°C mark during peak densely built-up urban neighbourhoods.5°C.These differences are neither 
hotspots have persisted across the entire summer months.Ward 8, which includes anomalies nor are they entirely down to the Ward 2, covering DLF Cyber Hub, DLF 
study period, pointing to structural rather Basai Village, Dhanwapur, Ram Vihar, geography of a spot. Instead, they are Phase 2, Udyog Vihar, Sarhaul and 
than seasonal causes.The most extreme Surat Nagar Phase 2, and sectors 100-104, driven by a decade of unchecked Dundahera, also remained comparatively 
heat is concentrated along the Dwarka and 37D, recorded the second-highest concretisation, vanishing green cover, and cool throughout the study period.In 2026, 
Expressway growth corridor, Old average summer LST in 2026 and also the the spread of heat-absorbing roads and ward 33 recorded an average summer LST 
Gurgaon, the industrial belts around sharpest warming trend of any ward over glass buildings.A 12-year ward-wise of 39.1°C against Ward 24’s 44.1°C — a 
Khandsa and Udyog Vihar, and parts of the the decade — rising by 3.6°C between analysis of satellite-derived land surface gap of more than 5°C within the same city. 
DLF-Sushant Lok area. Every ward in 2015 and 2026.Wards 22 and 23, covering temperature (LST) data, covering the In several earlier years, that difference 
Gurgaon has become warmer since 2015, areas such as Sushant Lok (Blocks A and summer months of March through June widened further, approaching 8°C during 
but the pace has been sharply uneven. The B), DLF Phases 4 and 5, Sectors 27, 42 and between 2015 and 2026, maps this divide peak summer months.Ward 8 recorded the 
widest temperature gap was recorded in 43, along with Khandsa Village, Saraswati in granular detail. Conducted by climate steepest rise at 3.6°C over the decade. 
2019, when surface temperatures in Ward Enclave, and Sector 10A, consistently think-tank Envirocatalysts, the study Ward 24 followed at 2.71°C. Wards 3 and 
24, covering Sihi and sectors 83, 84 and 88, appeared among the city’s hottest wards. analysed imagery from Landsat 8 and 9 4, covering Carterpuri, Palam Vihar 
along the Dwarka Expressway, were nearly Ward 19, covering the railway corridor satellites at 30-metre resolution — each Extension and sectors 21 to 23A, warmed 
8°C higher than in Ward 33.Ward 24 also around Sectors 14, 15 and 31, was another data point represents a 30m x 30m patch of by 2.5°C and 2.3°C, respectively.

After fire safety push in 
condos, RWAs flag high costs, 

lack of  residents’ 
cooperation, old infra

Secret meets, WA texts: Noida unrest a 
‘planned conspiracy’, say police

Dust storm blows through 
Gurgaon, rain likely from July 1

Noida.(Agency)
A 32-year-old man has been arrested for allegedly 
snatching a gold chain from a woman during her morning 
walk in the Sector 113 area. The accused, Vijay Pratap 
alias Raja Thakur, a resident of Auraiya, has 18 FIRs 
lodged against him across police stations in Auraiya and 
Noida, including under the Gangster Act.
The incident took place on June 22 at around 6.10am. VS 
Yadav, a resident of Skytech Matrott in Sector 76, was out 
walking with his wife near the T-point culvert in front of 
Mahagun Modern when two men on a motorcycle came 
from behind and snatched her gold chain, weighing 10 
grams. The couple raised an alarm and gave chase but 
could not apprehend the assailants. Yadav told police that 
the pillion rider was wearing a white shirt and a white 
gamcha.
An FIR was registered against two unknown persons 
under Section 304(2) of the BNS and multiple teams were 
formed to track them down. Using CCTV footage from 
nearby areas, police identified one of the suspects. Vijay 
Pratap was arrested on Sunday from the FNG service road 
in Sorkha village in Sector 113.

 

detail records showed he was in Noida.(Agency)

Noida on April 10 and 11.Satyam Police have told court that the April 
Verma, police alleged, played a “key 13 industrial unrest in the city — 
role” in mobilising workers and marked by arson, violence and 
pushing RWPI-linked ideology.But attacks on police — was not a 
buried in the documents is a glaring spontaneous workers’ outburst but a 
inconsistency. Police have admitted “ w e l l - p l a n n e d  c o n s p i r a c y ”  
varying arrest dates for the same orchestrated by a core group that 
accused across FIRs. Aakriti’s arrest held secret meetings, circulated 
is shown as April 12 in one part of inflammatory messages and 
the record, April 22 in FIR 163, and mobilised factory workers across 
Apri l  27 in  FIRs 164 and the industrial belt.The claim was 
165.Similar discrepancies appear made in voluminous chargesheets 
for others, raising fresh questions filed before the ACJM court against 
over the chronology of arrests and 89 accused in three key FIRs lodged 
custody.In FIR 163, police said the at Phase II police station. Overall, 
first arrests were of Aditya Anand, the documents stitched together the 
Satyam Verma and Himanshu police version of how the labour 
Thakur on April 19, while Aakriti agitation escalated into one of 
was arrested on April 22 and Shrishti Noida’s most serious industrial 
Gupta and Manisha Choudhan on flashpoints in recent years.Seven 
April 24. But in FIR 164, the arrest persons were described as “main rights in the industrial cluster. It began as charges, including attempt to murder, 

dates of Aakriti, Shrishti and Manisha are conspirators” — Aakriti Choudhary, mobilisation outside factories, but grievous hurt to public servants and 
all shown as April 27. Rupesh Roy’s arrest, Shrishti Gupta, Manisha Choudhan, spiralled into pitched clashes where public mischief by fire.The chargesheet also 
meanwhile, is shown as May 7 in both FIRs Aditya Anand, Satyam Verma, Himanshu property was damaged and vehicles were claimed that Aditya Anand, administrator 
163 and 164.The same chargesheet also Thakur and Rupesh Roy. They were named set ablaze.In FIR 163, police have of a workers’ WhatsApp group at Richa 
names Priyamvada Sharma, Prerit Lodha in all three FIRs under charges ranging chargesheeted 10 persons and listed 77 Globa l ,  a l lowed  and  c i rcu la ted  
and Yogesh Meena as accused not yet from criminal conspiracy, rioting, assault witnesses. In FIR 164, originally against “provocative messages” to trigger protests. 
arrested — even though Yogesh was on public servants and arson to attempt to 1,500-2,000 unidentified people, 45 have “He convened regular meetings with co-
arrested on May 30 and remains in judicial murder.The unrest had erupted amid been named with 88 witnesses. FIR 165 accused and was present at the protest 
custody.simmering tension over layoffs and labour named 34 accused and invoked the gravest sites,” the document said, adding that call 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Three people, who posed as beauticians, dietitians and 
doctors to gain the trust of customers to sell fake 
medicines, were arrested.
The three women — Mandeep, Neha and Varsha — were 
nabbed following a raid on a call centre in Udyog Vihar-5, 
which allegedly defrauded people by selling fake weight-
loss medicines. “The accused cheated people in Gujarat of 
crores of rupees and carried out similar frauds in several 
other states,” a senior police officer said.
On June 26 , the Cyber Crime police station (west) 
personnel conducted the raid and seized 102 mobile 
phones, 150 SIM cards, 12 laptops and other electronic 
evidence. Mandeep, a resident of Aya Nagar, Delhi, 
currently stays in Gurgaon’s Chakkarpur; Neha is a 
resident of Delhi’s Rangpuri; and Varsha, a resident of 
Mainpuri, Uttar Pradesh, currently stays in Sushant Lok.
Police said the accused operated social media pages under 
the name Curest Science and Wellness Pvt Ltd, where they 
advertised herbal medicines claiming to help in weight 
loss. “After people showed interest through the 
advertisements, call centre executives contacted them and 
convinced them to buy the products,” an officer said.
The accused allegedly assured customers that the 
medicines would help reduce weight and promised a 
100% refund if the products did not work. However, when 
customers sought refunds, their calls and messages were 
blocked, police said.Police said the mobile numbers used 
in the fraud were allotted to company employees, while 
the operation was allegedly controlled by its manager, 
chief administrative officer, director-owner and other 
associates.A case has been registered under relevant 
sections at Cyber Crime police station (west). The police 
team was led by SHO Sandeep Kumar (inspector) under 
the supervision of ACP Gaurav Fogat.

Biker who snatched chain from 
woman held

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A dust storm swept across parts of the city around 4pm on 
Sunday, even as India Meteorological Department (IMD) 
forecast an active monsoon spell over the coming days.
The city recorded a maximum temperature of 40.9°C and 
a minimum of 30°C.According to IMD, light to moderate 
rain is likely at isolated places on June 29 and July 1, with 
rainfall activity becoming more widespread thereafter. 
Heavy rain is expected at isolated places on July 2 and 3 
across Haryana, accompanied by thunderstorms, 
lightning and gusty winds of 40-50 kmph, with gusts 
reaching up to 60 kmph from July 1. A yellow alert has 
been issued for July 2 and 3.The weather is being 
influenced by multiple active systems, including the 
seasonal trough extending from Punjab to Bihar through 
Haryana and a western disturbance over the region. IMD 
said these conditions are favourable for the further 
advance of the southwest monsoon over parts of 
northwest India during the next two to three days.Despite 
the approaching wet spell, heatwave conditions are likely 
to persist at isolated places in Haryana until June 30. 
Maximum temperatures are expected to remain largely 
unchanged over the next three days before declining as 
rainfall activity intensifies later in the week.

Call centre offering fake 
weight-loss products raided in 
Gurgaon’s Udyog Vihar, 3 held

Noida.(Agency)
A 44-year-old was cheated out of over Rs 9 lakh by a 
fraudster she met on a matrimonial website. The accused 
posed as an American resident who was in need of 
financial support due to a medical condition in order to 
siphon funds from the woman.In her complaint, the Sector 
36 resident told cops she had posted an advertisement on a 
matrimonial website in April this year. She received a few 
proposals and quickly ended up in contact with the 
accused.The two of them communicated via WhatsApp 
from April 1 to June 22. They had also spoken on the 
phone.The accused posed as a doctor who owned a 3BHK 
flat in Dallas, a city in the USA. He had allegedly offered 
to marry her and provide her son with the opportunity of 
studying in the USA once the woman’s divorce had 
finalised.He later told her he had a medical condition and 
needed money for continued treatment.

Noida woman meets man 
‘from US’ on matrimonial site, 
cheated of  Rs 9 lakh

CMYK
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Chhota Udepur / Pavi Jetpur: 
A shocking case of open plunder of natural
resources has emerged from the Pavi Jetpur
taluka of Chhota Udepur district, completely
exposing the hollow claims of the local ad-
ministration, police, and the mines and min-
erals department. The illegal sand mining
network has once again become aggressively
active under and around the Sihod Bridge,
which is considered the lifeblood of Pavi Jet-
pur, as well as in other sensitive adjacent
areas including Nalej, Padarvat, Oli Amba,
and Tejgarh. Riverbeds are being systemati-
cally destroyed to channel millions of rupees
worth of state property into the pockets of the
land mafia, while responsible authorities con-
tinue to turn a blind eye to the ongoing dev-
astation. According to local residents and
eyewitnesses, this is not a covert, late-night
operation but a blatant act of daylight rob-
bery. Defying all environmental and safety
regulations, massive heavy-machinery exca-
vators are deployed directly inside the
riverbeds to dig sand at extreme depths. Vil-
lagers allege that approximately 150 to 200
overloaded tractors pass through the area
every single day completely bypassing roy-
alty passes. The heavy movement of these il-
legal, overloaded vehicles has completely
shattered the rural road networks constructed
at the cost of millions of rupees, creating a
constant, hazardous threat of fatal accidents
for commuters and residents. The most press-
ing question raised by locals is the absolute
paralysis of the administrative system, espe-

cially given that written complaints detailing
the entire operation have already been sub-
mitted directly to the Chief Minister of Gu-
jarat. Despite these high-level complaints, no
concrete action has been taken on the ground.
Residents wonder how the flying squads of

the mines and minerals department and the
local police manage to miss a daily convoy
of 200 illegal tractors that are clearly visible
to the entire village. This has led to
widespread public suspicion regarding
whether district officials, including the Col-
lector, Sub-Divisional Magistrate, and Super-
intendent of Police, are ignoring their ethical
responsibilities, or if a systemic network of
protection money extends all the way to high-
ranking officials in Gandhinagar. The struc-
tural integrity of the Sihod Bridge is now
heavily compromised due to indiscriminate
and unregulated sand excavation occurring
directly underneath and around its founda-
tional pillars.strict crackdowns are not exe-
cuted against the sand mafia.

Unchecked Sand Mining Under Sihod Bridge 
Exposes High-Level Administration Apathy

Daylight Plunder in Pavi Jetpur
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Positive

Career

Stay positive:

Surround yourself  with happy colleagues: 

Talk it out with your boss:

Don't worry too much:

Look out for another job:

Seek professional help:

No matter what the job atmosphere is, remember that staying 
positive will keep you motivated. Also, negativity will sap you 
off your energies. When you stay optimistic, it will 
automatically show in your work.

At times, the reason to feel demotivated at work is that you 
have too many negative people surrounding you at your 
workplace. These are people who are constantly cribbing about 
the work atmosphere and leave no stones unturned when they 
have to gossip about something at work. Take the hint and try to 
maintain a distance from such people because their constant 
nagging may one day make you become just like them.

 
If you think the reason for feeling demotivated is your boss's 
attitude, then try talking it out with your immediate superior. 
Not only will you feel relieved, you will also be able to 
understand the perspective of your boss.

 Don't get too affected by your colleague losing his/her job or 
people finding it difficult to cope at work. It's all a part and 
parcel of the professional environment. Working hard will 
surely reap benefits.

Says clinical psychologist Dr Seema Hingorrany, "Staying in a 
negative work atmosphere pulls you into further negativity. So, 
if you are not happy with your present job, it is better to look out 
for a job which suits you."

Says Advaita Kalra, a 27-year-old software engineer, "I was 
jobless for almost eight months and had started losing hope. I 
would keep applying to various companies, but none had any 
vacancy. That is when a friend suggested that I approach an 
outsourced HR agency. Within two weeks, they approached me 
with a job opening and I was happy to take it up."

Relationship counseller Sauleha Shaik, however, feels it's 
okay to feel the slump at work sometimes. He says, "You need 
to boost your motivation every now and then so that you don't 
lose hope." he adds.
So, stop fretting over and here's how you can keep yourself 
motivated:

Anjali mundetiya, a 36-year-old 
advertising professional, says, "I 
have been working in this 
company for the past three years 
and I have seen a few colleagues 
being fired for no reason. I now 
fear I will face the same 
treatment and it has affected my 
work." She's not alone, given the 
scenario. 

From taking lunchtime walks to adjusting frustrating 
commutes to trading old jobs for ones we actually like, we 
make changes (both big and small) for the sake of our 
workplace happiness. But what many of us might not 
realise is that the biggest mood booster could be sitting in 

the desk chair right next to us.
According to a new report, which explores what 
employees love most about their jobs, one of the most 
important factors in enjoying a 9-to-5 gig is the 
company we keep as we do so. Nearly 40% of survey 
respondents named their co-workers as the top reason 
they love working for their company, with 66% 
saying those positive relationships increased their 
productivity and 55% saying they helped mitigate 
their on-the-job stress levels. And considering the 
average office worker spends 47.5 hours or more in 
office each week, some employees may spend more 
time with their co-workers than with family members 
or friends outside of the office.
"The centrality of social connections to our health and 
well-being cannot be overstressed," says author 
Sonja Lyubomirsky. Employers are beginning to 
recognise the importance of these connections in the 
office and are taking steps to reinvent the workplace 
to help nurture the positive aspects of employees' 
work experiences, reducing burnout and turnover in 
the process.
Camaraderie at work — or even just the opportunity 
for it — has been found to not just make for a happy 
employee but a more effective business as a whole. 
Whether coworkers use their time to air grievances 
about their bosses, chat about weekend plans or head 
out to happy hour together, close bonds help dissolve 
dissatisfaction they may feel otherwise, making them 
more likely to work productively and remain in their 
current position for longer.

How to cope with a

low and stay 
Career Career 

Key to happiness 

Job
at work is 

unrelated to

Job

Are you always

Struggling 

Repetitive lateness, if neglected, can become a part of 
your character. Here are a few tips to avoid being late:
Sleep well: If you have trouble getting out of bed early in 
the morning, then make a serious effort to get to bed 
earlier. Sufficient sleep is essential for maximum brain 
function anyway, so you really don't want to ignore this.

Give yourself a buffer time: Don't be on a tight 
timeline. Give yourself enough time to finish your daily 
chores and get ready for work.

Waking up to rush to work will only keep you running 
around. Organize your day Keep a diary to note down 
your `things-to-do' list. Jot down your appointments and 
tasks clearly . It is always beneficial to maintain a log of 
your day-to-day activities.

Pack your bag a day before If you struggle to reach your 
college on time, keep your bag ready ahead of time. In 
fact, do it a night before. Don't procrastinate.

Stop misusing the snooze button:

 Take the snooze button out of your life. Get up 
when the alarm rings and get rid of the habit of 
pressing the snooze button every morning.

Take your appointments and tasks seriously: A 
laid back approach will prevent you from reaching 
your destination on time.

to be on time?
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Job interview

Career

How to navigate your way to 

SuccessSuccess

How do you ensure that your career is 
always in good health?
Building a successful career is a continuous process of 
managing your life, learning and work. A person's 
career success depends on several factors, but 
essentially, you need to have the vision, passion and 
commitment to succeed. 'My day at work was great' and 
not ̀ thank God it's over' should be the thought at the end 
of your workday. If it is not so, there is one thing that you 
are not doing at work and that is, enjoying it! It all 
begins with creating the right career plan, ascertain 
what you want to achieve in your career and 
establish goals accordingly. This should be 
followed by identifying and 
acquiring the skil ls  and 
knowledge that will enable 
you to perform well and 
m a k e  i n f o r m e d  
decisions leading to 

accomplishment of your goals.

How to navigate your way to success:
Realise The Power Of ̀ Now'
Most professionals think they have to change jobs 
every now and then to get ahead, but that's not true! The 
prime focus should be on performing well in your 
current role, and you will recognise that your current 
job can offer you challenges and opportunities you 
haven't yet tapped. You can even look at taking on new 
assignments in your current position; this will expand 
your skill set and develop your leadership capabilities, 
and thus, your marketability .

Be Self-Aware
Knowing what you want begins with knowing yourself. 
An honest assessment is key to figuring out your 
ultimate goals. Each of us has unique strengths and 
areas of improvement. You are most likely to succeed in 
life if you use your talents to the fullest extent. 
Similarly, by understanding your improvement areas, 
you can eliminate barriers that might impact your 
ability to move forward.

Be Aware
It can be easy to rush through life without stopping to 
notice much. Paying more attention to the present 
moment - to the world around you - can improve your 
profe ssional well-being. Being aware 

will help you to make better 
and informed decisions, 

and you will be able to 
spot barriers and 
opportunities early 
on, which can give 
you a competitive 

edge. This is especially important if you contribute to 
shaping your organisation's strategy. Also, keeping up-
to-date with your industry is key for building that 
"expert power". By developing expertise in your job 
and your industry, you'll earn the trust and respect of 
the people around you. From a leadership perspective, 
this is invaluable!
Diversify Your Experience In line with your career 
plan, identify the skills and knowledge experiences 
that will enable you to accomplish your career goals. 
And accordingly partner with your manager to find 
ways to gain these experiences and skills, which can be 
through working in a different role, team or location. 
My advice to you is, take up challenges, step into other 
people's shoes, add a dash of innovation and keep 
going.

Learn And Train
Continuous learning is process of life, pinnacle of 

the attitude and vision of the universe. The 
day we stop learning new things 

professionally and personally, 
literally, it would be 

the end of life. 
Regardless of 

the industry 
y o u ' r e  
i n ,  
training 

is very important to propel yourself up the career ladder. 
Training helps learn new skills and brush up on concepts 
you've already learned. Today, internet has dramatically 
revolutionised the corporate scene, now you can attend 
virtual sessions anywhere, anytime and that too free of cost. 
All you need is determination to learn and understanding of 
your training requirements.

Network
Life is all about perspectives and experiences, and 
networking provides an opportunity to interact with people 
and learn from their experiences. After all, it can be a 
refreshing and enlightening experience to have a 
conversation with those in or outside your industry .

Share Knowledge
Knowledge is like a treasure, the more you share the more it 
grows. So never hesitate to share your knowledge and 
experiences. If somebody needs to know something, 
explain them, and it would definitely give you a benefit. 
This will also help you in building a positive reputation 
within the organisation.

Take Criticism Positively
Believe me, no one is born with the capacity to accept 
criticism constructively. All of us have to work towards 
developing that attitude and learn not be defensive. This is a 
quality that comes with time and experience. All you have 
to remember is to handle such situations (and there will be 
many) with tact and grace and you will sail through.

7 secrets to ace your 

Job interview
Most advice on acing a job interview is about memorising answers to an 

endless number of possible questions. And there, we've got a fundamental 

problem. Because the interview is not an exam; it's a discussion to 

establish if you are competent, motivated and trustworthy.Do you want to 

win your dream job? We have some radically different advice for you. Are 

they secrets? Well, we don't know, but, for sure, they are tips based on our 

experience and research:

- Prepare, don't just show up: Interviews are not walk-ins. 
Always know the role you are applying for and the 
company you will be interviewing with. What business are 
they in, how do they make money, and how will hiring you 

make a difference to them?
- First impressions count: From the time you keep to the 
clothes you wear, from your composure on arrival to the 
way you greet security in the lobby; it's best to assume that 
all of this is being observed. Don't let yourself down. Start 
on a professional note.
- Tell your story, furnish evidence: The interview is your 
opportunity to show why you should be hired. So, come 
prepared to talk about your biggest achievements and 
highlights of your professional journey. How are they 
relevant to the new job? How do they put you above what 
the rest of the herd can do?

- Even freshers have experience: If you are fresh out of 
university with no job experience, talk about what worked 
well for you in coursework and internships, the experiences 

that have shaped you this 
far and the lessons 
learned. Forget the 
myth that you have no 
exper ience  wor th  
talking about.
- Leadership skills 
matter: Companies 
are looking for a 
good match and for 
people who have the 
potential for bigger 
things. If the role 
they are trying to 
fill today does 
n o t  e x i s t  
t o m o r r o w ,  
will they still 
have a need 
for you? Can 

today's junior analyst be the leader of the 
business unit in eight years' time? What you 
know doesn't matter as much as how you work. 
Be ready to discuss teamwork, your ability to 
influence and inspire, and what keeps you going 
each and every day.
- An interview is not a one way: Use the interview 
to get to know the company better. Is their work 
culture aligned with what matters to you? Is this 
the right organisation for you at the stage of life 
you find yourself in? If you are a young parent, a 

24x7 work culture might not exactly be what you are looking for. 
Remember that a lot of your motivation and happiness will come from 
the company you join.

- Rejection is part of the game: For all the work that you put in 
and the advice we can provide, interviewing is still a 

process loaded with unknowns. If an opportunity does 
not open up, take it in your stride.Maybe you didn't 

fit the bill, maybe the position was already spoken 
for, or the budget disappeared. The truth will 

never come out. Don't let a rejection bring you 
down, but learn what you can and keep 

going.
Think about these tips, take your time and 
prepare how you will convey your 
message .  R igh t  t h rough  your  
professional journey, whether you are 
in the final days of your notice period 
or in the first weeks of your new job, 
nurture your personal brand. How do 
you want people to talk about you in 
your absence, what would you like 
them to say? Careers are marathons; 

the interview is just an intermediate 
step.
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traded 0.72 per cent higher at USD 72.51 developments have reintroduced an MUMBAI.(Agency)
Market benchmark indices Sensex and per barrel."Indian equity markets are element of uncertainty into global 
Nifty drifted lower in early trade on expected to trade on a cautious note financial markets and are likely to keep 
Monday  amid  r enewed  investor sentiment guarded in the 
hostilities between the US and near term," Ponmudi R, CEO of 
Iran.The 30-share BSE Sensex Enrich Money, an online trading 
declined 63.65 points to and wealth-tech firm, said.In Asian 
77,047.63 during initial markets, South Korea's Kospi and 
trading. The 50-share NSE Japan's Nikkei 225 index traded 
Nifty went marginally up by lower, while Shanghai's SSE 
1 6 . 5 5  p o i n t s  t o  Composite index and Hong Kong's 
24,070.20.Later, the BSE Hang Seng index quoted in the 
benchmark dropped 246.54 green.

US markets ended marginally points to 76,853.93, and the 
lower on Friday.Stock markets Nifty dipped 50.55 points to 
were closed on Friday for 24,005.45.From the 30-Sensex 
Muharram.Foreign Institutional firms, Kotak Mahindra Bank, 
Investors (FIIs) bought equities Mahindra & Mahindra, Adani 

worth Rs 383.76 crore on Thursday, Ports, InterGlobe Aviation, HCL Tech following a renewed flare-up in 
according to exchange data.and Reliance Industries were among the geopolitical tensions after fresh military 
On Thursday, the Sensex settled 109.25 major laggards.Eternal, Trent, Asian exchanges between the US and 
points, or 0.14 per cent, higher at Paints and Tech Mahindra were among Iran."Although both sides have 
77,100.47. The Nifty rose by 34.35 the gainers. reportedly agreed to halt further attacks 

following the latest escalation, the points, or 0.14 per cent, to end at 24,056.Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, 

Samsung, SK Hynix's $518 billion AI bet: 
Why the chip giants are expanding

Nearly Rs 9,000 crore in unclaimed 
insurance: How to check if  any is yours

Home sales slip 6%: Why are buyers 
pulling back across top cities?

New Delhi.(Agency)
We've all been there. It's the last week of the month, 
your salary is still a few days away, and an 
unexpected expense pops up—a medical bill, a bike 
repair or an overdue credit card payment. A quick 
search on your phone throws up dozens of apps 
promising "Instant loan in 5 minutes" and "No 
paperwork, no waiting." It sounds like the perfect 
solution.But for thousands of Indians, that five-
minute loan has turned into months of harassment, 
anxiety and mounting debt.As I looked deeper into 
India's fast-growing digital lending market, I 
realised the real story isn't just about easy credit. It's 
about what happens when borrowers miss a 
repayment.
FROM FINANCIAL HELP TO FINANCIAL 
TRAP
A 28-year-old woman from Delhi, who did not wish 
to be named, lost her job during a company 
restructuring last year. With rent due and credit card 
bills piling up, she borrowed Rs 1 lakh through a 
digital lending app."The money came within 
minutes," she told me. "I thought I'd repay it after 
finding another job."She couldn't.Initially, 
recovery agents called once or twice a day. Within a 
week, the calls became relentless—sometimes 
every hour. She says they warned her that her 
employer and family would be informed if she 
failed to repay. Unable to cope with the pressure, 
she borrowed money from a friend and cleared the 
loan.Her story mirrors the findings of an Expert 
Panel (a firm which offers legal support system for 
loan resolution and protection from financial 
harassment) survey of 10,000 distressed borrowers. 
Nearly 72% said they had experienced harassment 
by recovery agents. Around 67% reported repeated 
calls from multiple numbers, 11% faced visits to 
their homes or workplaces, while 8% received 
threats of legal action, the survey revealed.
A GENERATION BORROWING AT THE TAP 
OF A SCREEN
India's digital lending boom has been driven largely 
by younger borrowers.
Gen Z accounts for 41% of first-time borrowers, 
with nearly 46% taking loans to buy smartphones, 
laptops and other gadgets. Millennials make up 
around 45% of personal loan borrowers, often 
borrowing for lifestyle expenses, home 
improvements or starting small businesses, 
according to the survey.Digital lending has 
undoubtedly improved financial inclusion. Many 
borrowers who struggled to access traditional bank 
loans can now receive credit within minutes.
But faster approvals have also made borrowing 
easier than understanding the risks.

One missed EMI, endless 
harassment? The dark side 

of  digital lending boom

New Delhi.(Agency) Gemini to enterprise AI systems used by industry's fastest-growing markets, with 
businesses, relies on vast amounts of technology companies racing to build Samsung Electronics and SK Hynix on 
computing power. Training and running the computing capacity needed to Monday unveiled plans to build four 
these systems requires massive data support AI services.WHY SAMSUNG new semiconductor fabrication plants as 
centres  packed wi th  advanced AND SK HYNIX MATTERpart of an 800 trillion won ($518 billion) 

Samsung and SK Hynix are project in South Korea, one of the 
not just any semiconductor biggest investments yet linked to the 
companies. They are among global artificial intelligence (AI) 
the world's largest producers boom.
of memory chips, a critical Under the plan, the two chipmakers 
component in AI systems. will build two fabrication plants each 
These chips allow AI models in South Korea's southwest region. 
to process, store and move The broader project will also include 
enormous amounts of data at suppliers,  infrastructure and 
high speeds.advanced semiconductor facilities, 
SK Hynix has emerged as a creating one of the world's largest 
dominant supplier of High-chip manufacturing ecosystems.The 
Bandwidth Memory (HBM), a sheer scale of the investment has 
specialised type of memory grabbed headlines. But the bigger 
that has become essential for question is: why are two of the processors and memory chips.That 

AI servers and Nvidia's AI accelerators. world's largest chipmakers investing so demand has fundamentally changed the 
Samsung is also aggressively expanding aggressively?AI IS CHANGING THE semiconductor business.For years, 
its presence in the HBM market as CHIP INDUSTRY chipmakers relied heavily on demand 
competition intensifies.As AI adoption The rise of AI has dramatically increased from smartphones, laptops and 
grows, demand for such memory chips is demand for semiconductors. consumer electronics. Today, AI 
expected to increase sharply.Every AI model, from ChatGPT and infrastructure has emerged as one of the 

New Delhi.(Agency)
The rupee appreciated 20 paise to 94.25 against the US 
dollar in early trade on Monday supported by easing 
crude oil prices, even as a firm US dollar and tepid 
investor risk appetite weighed on sentiments.Forex 
traders said the rupee opened on a positive note with oil 
prices remaining supportive and foreign inflows 
improving. The overall bias remains positive for the 
rupee, they said, adding that the immediate hurdle 
remains the US dollar, which continues to hold firm 
near a 13-month high.At the interbank foreign 
exchange market the rupee opened at 94.36, then 
gained momentum and touched 94.25, registering a 
gain of 20 paise from its previous low.On Thursday, the 
rupee settled at 94.45 against the US dollar.
Indian stock, currency, and commodities markets were 
shut on Friday on account of Muharram.
"The rupee may remain under pressure amid a firm US 
dollar and the risk of a rebound in crude oil prices, 
though bond inflows could offer some support. 
Technically, 93.50–94.10 is a strong support zone, 
while a breakout above 94.80 could open the way 
towards 95.30–95.50," said CR Forex Advisors MD - 
Amit Pabari.Meanwhile, India's forex reserves 
increased by USD 963 million to USD 672.587 billion 
during the week ended June 19, the RBI said on Friday. 
In the previous reporting week, the overall reserves 
had dropped by USD 9.985 billion to USD 671.625 
billion.According to Pabari, a steady gain in India's 
forex reserves shows the Reserve Bank is rebuilding its 
buffer after months of heavy dollar selling.Meanwhile, 
the dollar index, which gauges the greenback's 
strength against a basket of six currencies, was trading 
at 101.37, up 0.02 per cent.Brent crude, the global oil 
benchmark, was trading higher by 0.72 per cent at 
USD 72.51 per barrel in futures trade."Brent crude has 
slipped to around USD 72 per barrel, its lowest in four 
months, after falling more than 10 per cent in just one 
week. Tankers are moving freely through the Strait of 
Hormuz again, and Gulf supply is returning to normal. 
For a country that imports most of its crude, this means 
a lighter import bill and softer dollar demand," Pabari 
said.

New Delhi.(Agency)
State-owned India Infrastructure Finance Company 
Ltd (IIFCL) is planning to raise $1 billion from 
overseas investors in what could become its largest 
foreign-currency loan, while also holding talks with 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB) for a separate 
$400 million loan, a senior company executive told 
Reuters.
The fundraising comes after the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) introduced a series of measures to encourage 
dollar inflows and support the rupee, including 
allowing state-run firms and banks to raise foreign-
currency funds to hedge forex exposure at subsidised 
rates.$1 billion loan planned
The proposed $1 billion loan will have a 15-year tenure 
and carry an interest rate of below 7%, while 
discussions with ADB are centred on a separate 20-
year loan of about $400 million, IIFCL Deputy 
Managing Director Palash Srivastava told Reuters.
Srivastava said IIFCL doubled the size of the proposed 
15-year borrowing from an initial $500 million after 
the RBI announced the subsidised borrowing facility.
Reuters had earlier reported that three Indian 
development finance institutions planned to raise at 
least $1.5 billion through foreign-currency bank loans 
under the RBI's new framework.Dollar bond also on 
the cardsApart from bank borrowings, IIFCL is also 
evaluating its debut dollar bond issue of around $100 
million by the end of the year.
"The bond will likely be in the three- to five-year 
tenor," Srivastava told Reuters.
RBI measures spur overseas fundraising
Dollar fundraising by Indian financial institutions has 
picked up after the RBI opened its subsidised foreign 
borrowing window.

Stock markets decline in early trade amid 
renewed flare-up in geopolitical tensions

Rupee gains 20 paise 
against US dollar as softer 
crude prices lift sentiment

ANAROCK said housing sales across the 
top seven cities fell in Q2 2026 even as 
new launches rose. The data showed a 
more balanced market as war-linked 
uncertainty and IT sector concerns 
weighed on buyers.

New Delhi.(Agency)

moderation was largely expected.
"These readings are along expected lines, 
as the Middle East war's impacts on the 
entire sector were all too obvious. Reasons 
aside, what we have currently is a more 
balanced housing market where new 
supply is catching up with absorption as 
sales growth moderated across most top 
cities."According to him, today's housing 
market is no longer driven by panic buying 
or fear of missing out. Instead, demand is 
becoming more measured and closely For the past few years, India's housing 
aligned with actual supply.market has surprised everyone with its 
BUYERS ARE BECOMING MORE resilience. Even as home loan rates 
SELECTIVEclimbed, and property prices inched higher, 
The slowdown does not necessarily mean buyers continued to flock to new launches. 
buyers have disappeared. Rather, many Developers, encouraged by robust 
appear to be taking a wait-and-watch slipped an even sharper 11%.Does this conflict in West Asia has disrupted supply demand, kept adding projects across major 
approach.Higher property prices over the mean the housing boom is over? Not quite. chains, fuelled concerns over commodity cities.
past two years, concerns around global Instead, experts believe the market is prices and added to the broader sense of But the latest numbers suggest that the 
economic growth and uncertainty in sectors entering a more balanced phase, where economic caution.market may finally be catching its 
such as IT and IT-enabled services have buyers are taking more time to make This uncertainty has affected homebuyers breath.Home sales across India's top seven 
made households more cautious.Puri decisions while developers continue as much as businesses. Purchasing a house cities fell 6% year-on-year in the second 
believes another factor is also at play.betting on long-term demand. is among the biggest financial decisions quarter of 2026, according to ANAROCK 

G L O B A L  T E N S I O N S  S L O W  "The Middle East war's disruptions and, families make, and periods of geopolitical Research. Nearly 90,700 homes were sold 
HOUSING DEMAND inevitably, AI-related uncertainties in the instability often encourage people to delay between April and June, compared with 

IT/ITeS sector have pushed more buyers One of the biggest reasons behind the such commitments.over 96,000 during the same period last 
onto the fence."slowdown is uncertainty. The ongoing ANAROCK Chairman Anuj Puri says the year. On a quarter-on-quarter basis, sales 

Gold and silver prices 
decline marginally: Check 
retail prices in major cities

            

IIFCL plans $1 billion 
overseas loan, also eyes 
$400 million ADB funding 
to back infrastructure push

New Delhi.(Agency)
The price of gold and silver declined in the retail 

market in India today, June 29. The dips were 
marginal but both the 24 karat and 22 karat varieties 
showed a downward trend. Silver prices also 
decreased in the domestic bullion market. MCX gold 
rate for August futures contracts was trading 0.32% 
lower at the level of Rs 144,130 per 10 grams while 
on the same exchange silver futures were trading 
about 0.13% lower at the level of Rs 223,470 per kg 
in the morning.

Analysts have said that both gold and silver can be 
remain under pressure this week as investors assess 
the impact of fresh conflicts and a halt to the strikes 
and counter strikes and meet in Doha for peace talks 
to save the dialogue. This week major economic data 
will also come out on manufacturing and services 
PMI for major economies, inflation data in Europe 
and unemployment numbers from the US. Both gold 
and silver prices will remain in the correction zone 
said analysts.

Dollar strength rises, safe haven interest falls
In fact, from the Indian bullion market to the global 

market, there is a decline in the prices of gold and 
silver. This can bring relief to consumers of gold and 
gold jewellery. Due to the indications from the US 
Federal Reserve to keep the interest rates high for a 
long time and the strengthening of the US dollar, 
there is a lot of pressure on precious metals globally. 
Apart from this, the decision to once again give 
importance to the talks between America and Iran 
has reduced the demand for gold as a ‘safe haven’ i.e. 
safe investment, due to which the prices are 
continuously falling.

GO UNCLAIMED?MUMBAI.(Agency) Most of the unclaimed money is 
linked to life insuranceIt includes One of the biggest reasons is that Nearly Rs 9,000 crore belonging to 
maturity proceeds, death claims, families simply do not know an insurance policyholders and their families 
surrender values, survival insurance policy exists.The ET report is lying unclaimed with life and general 
benefits, premium refunds and narrates the case of a Delhi woman insurance companies, often because 
reduced paid-up benefits that who discovered her late father's life nominees are unaware of policies, 
were never collected.insurance policy only after finding an documents have been misplaced or 

email from the insurer months after his policyholders failed to update their For health and general insurance 
death.  The family eventually records.According to information shared policies, the reasons are often 
recovered nearly Rs 4 lakh in maturity by the government in Parliament in March different.
proceeds after locating the original 2026, Rs 8,973.89 crore in unclaimed Kunal Kabra,  Founder of 
policy documents.Experts say such insurance funds was lying with insurers as Kustodian.Life, told ET that 
cases are far more common than many of February 28 this year.An insurance while life insurance is largely a 
realise.amount is treated as unclaimed if it remains "discoverabil i ty problem", 

unpaid for more than 12 months after it "Unclaimed insurance money general  insurance usual ly  
becomes due. While the money may continues to remain a liability on the i n v o l v e s  i n c o m p l e t e  traditional life insurance products such as 
eventually be transferred to the insurers' books and is subject to regulatory reimbursements, premium refunds or endowment, money-back and whole-life 
government's Senior Citizens' Welfare oversight. However, the bigger challenge is claims that were never fully processed.policies account for a large share of 
Fund after 10 years, policyholders, the lack of awareness and proactive action unclaimed money because they run for 15 Rajat Dutta, Founder of Inheritance Needs 
nominees and legal heirs can still claim it by policyholders and nominees in claiming to 30 years."During this period, Services, told ET that many health 
for up to 25 years after the transfer. benefits that rightfully belong to them," policyholders may change their addresses, insurance claims remain unsettled because 

Shilpa Arora, Co-founder and Chief Here's why so much money goes contact details or nominee information," policyholders fail to submit all the required 
Operating Officer at Insurance Samadhan, unclaimed—and how you can check if Vijayvergia told ET. hospital documents after discharge, 
told ET.According to Saurabh Vijayvergia, some of it belongs to you. particularly when treatment takes place LIFE INSURANCE FORMS THE 
Founder and CEO of CoverSure, WHY DOES INSURANCE MONEY away from their home city.BIGGEST CHUNK
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NEWS BOX

D.The nightcap is a matchup of top-10 teams watch on June 29New Delhi. (Agency)  
when the Netherlands faces Morocco. The — Brazil vs. Japan, 1 p.m. EDT in Houston The World Cup’s knockout stage is already 

(Fox/Telemundo/Peacock)— Germany vs. providing some premier matchups in the 
Paraguay, 4:30 p.m. EDT in Foxborough, round of 32.It’s part of a bracket that features 
Massachusetts (Fox/Telemundo/Peacock)— an easier road for some teams than others.
Netherlands vs. Morocco, 9 p.m. EDT in There are three games on Monday, starting 
M o n t e r r e y ,  M e x i c o  with Brazil vs. Japan in Houston. The 
(Fox/Telemundo/Peacock)Brazil-Japan Brazilians — who won Group C — are five-
matchup features countries with close time World Cup champions but face a tough 
relationshipThese countries have extremely opponent in Japan, which is ranked No. 17 in 
strong ties with Brazil being home to about the world. The Japanese finished second in 
2.7 million Japanese descendants, which is Group F with one win and two draws.
the largest Japanese population outside of Group E winner Germany faces Paraguay in 
Japan.Those ties extend to soccer where the day’s second game. Germany scored 10 
Brazilian superstar Zico moved to Japan in goals in the group stage, which was tied for 
1991 to play for the Kashima Antlers and the most of any team. Paraguay bounced Dutch are often considered the best country 
help build Japan’s professional soccer back from a 4-1 loss to the United States by to never win a World Cup, while Morocco 
network. He managed the Japan national beating Turkey and fighting to a draw with has jumped into soccer’s elite over the past 
team from 2002-06, leading the team to the Australia to narrowly qualify for the few years after a surprise run to the 2022 
World Cup in 2006.knockout stage after finishing third in Group World Cup semifinals in Qatar.What to 

appearing to have the six-time champions the best batting sides in the ongoing 
firmly under pressure? Who allowed competition, alongside England. That comes 
Australia to pull off the highest successful as no surprise, considering they have always 
run chase in Women's T20 World Cup boasted of their batting depth. Choosing to 
history?As brilliantly as Australia played let them chase, therefore, was inviting 

danger.If that wasn't enough, India 
should never have made that 
decision given how vulnerable 
t he i r  bowl ing  has  l ooked  
throughout the competition. That 
weakness was exposed against 
South Africa, where Marizanne 
Kapp tore into the attack. Without 
Shreyanka Patil, India's death New Delhi. (Agency)   
bowling has appeared extremely 

If anyone had been asked before Sunday's 
fragile. If those reasons weren't 

match which team was most capable of 
convincing enough, the numbers at 

beating a full-strength Australia, the answer 
Lord's further underlined why 

from most would have been India. At 
India shouldn't have opted to bat 

Lord's, India showed exactly why they were and underlined their class, Harmanpreet first.
considered capable. But is being capable Kaur’s India will know they have only Out of 31 Women's T20Is played at the enough? Perhaps not. Perhaps not because themselves to blame for the defeat and the venue, chasing teams have won 21 matches, Australia are through to the semifinals, subsequent exit. Had they held their nerve reinforcing why India should have bowled while India are left wondering what could and avoided costly mistakes at crucial first. Sophie Molineux was sensible and got have been.Amid all the what-ifs, however, moments, they might still have been alive in exactly what she wanted, admitting she one question stands out: who was the competition.\ would also have chosen to bowl had responsible for India's defeat to Australia? WHY BAT FIRST? Australia won the toss. Harmanpreet's Yes, Australia were outstanding. Yes, Ellyse 

Even before the match began, India had decision proved fatal for India, and Perry and Ash Gardner were magnificent. 
already started faltering. Their first mistake Molineux's side capitalised on that mistake But who let the match slip away after 
came at the toss. Australia have been among to make them pay a heavy price.

India women self-destruct, have no one 
else to blame for T20 World Cup exit

New Delhi. (Agency)  
The pristine grass courts of the All England 
Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club are ready for 
action as Wimbledon 2026 gets underway on 
Monday, 29 June. Day 1 features a star-
studded line-up packed with definitive title 
contenders, structural shift narratives, and 
intriguing opening-round tests. All eyes will 
be on Centre Court and No. 1 Court as the top 
half of the men's draw and the bottom half of 
the women's draw commence their campaigns 
on the historic SW19 lawns.Wimbledon's 

premier show courts will host some of the 
biggest names in modern tennis. Action on 
Centre Court begins at 1:30 PM BST, while 
Court No. 1 matches will commence slightly 
earlier at 1:00 PM BST.Here are the 
confirmed fixtures for the first two courts in 
chronological orderGreat expectations rest on 
the shoulders of the day's three marquee 
players: Jannik Sinner, Novak Djokovic, and 
Aryna Sabalenka.
Jannik Sinner
Defending champion Jannik Sinner shoulders 
the unique pressure of opening the fortnight 
on Centre Court, a privilege that tests a 
player's nerve as much as their baseline 
rhythm. The world number one arrives in 
London looking to banish the ghosts of a 
physically demanding French Open semi-
final exit, where gruelling five-set conditions 
ultimately exposed a rare vulnerability in his 
otherwise flawless season.Drawn against the 
stubborn Miomir Kecmanovic in his opening 
match, the Italian's primary challenge will be 
to establish his sliding defense and hyper-
aggressive groundstrokes on a pristine grass 
surface that remains notoriously slick during 
these opening encounters.
Novak Djokovic
For Novak Djokovic, entering SW19 as the 
seventh seed represents a fascinating shift in 
narrative, placing the seven-time champion in 
the rare position of a hunting predator rather 
than the hunted favourite.

clinical hit from just outside the area. sporadically on the counter. But in 
a frenetic period just before half-Canada -- playing in Los Angeles 
time Canada came agonizingly despite being co-hosts, after failing to 
close.win their group -- will now face the 

Netherlands or Morocco in Houston From a corner, Moise Bombito's 
in the last 16 on July 4, as South header was cleared off the line, 
Africa's World Cup adventure comes before Tajon Buchanan's follow-
to an end."We felt like we could wear up shot was blocked by goalkeeper 
them down over time, and it took 92 Ronwen Williams.Moments later 
minutes, but we got there," said Khuliso Mudau crashed into the 
Canada coach Jesse Marsch. dangerous Richie Laryea, but his 

penalty appeals were waved The manager said his team could have 
away.That enraed a heavily "made life a little easier on ourselves" 
Canadian crowd, and the jeers by converting multiple good chances 
grew louder after half-time as earlier in the game.LOS ANGELES. (Agency)  South Africa were content to "But obviously the timing of the goal Stephen Eustaquio's stoppage-time winner exchange deep passes under little means that the win is incredibly World Cup, remained glaringly absent from fired Canada to a 1-0 win over South Africa on pressure while the clock ticked down.Just past dramatic, and I think the effect that it will have the starting line-up.Still, Canada began on the Sunday in the first match of the World Cup the hour mark, Canada came close in Canada and the inspiring of people will be front foot, racking up chances against South knockout rounds, as the co-hosts advance to again.Substitute Niko Sigur slid a through ball immense," he added.Before the game, Marsch Africa's low block.In the 22nd minute, a the last 16 for the first time in their history. to Tani Oluwaseyi whose shot was well-saved had talked up the "X-factor" of Canada's star pinpoint Eustaquio free-kick found Derek With both sides making their inaugural by the goalkeeper and looped up toward Alphonso Davies, available again after a Cornelius wide open on the six-yard line. The appearance in the knockout phase, the game Jonathan David -- but defender Mbekezeli hamstring injury.But the Bayern Munich Canada center-back utterly mistimed his appeared to be heading for extra time, before Mbokazi just got there first and cleared wing-back, who was yet to appear at this headed effort.South Africa threatened Eustaquio broke South African hearts with a brilliantly.

preparing to confront his own physical 
hurdles, albeit with a healthier prognosis. The 
24-year-old Italian arrived in southwest 
London determined to banish the memory of 
his shocking second-round collapse at Roland 
Garros. In Paris, Sinner had cruised to a two-
set lead against Juan Manuel Cerndolo before 
succumbing to debilitating cramps amidst a 
brutal European heatwave.
With Britain itself experiencing record-
breaking temperatures over the past week, 
Sinner's coaching staff spent the subsequent New Delhi. (Agency)  

The opening day of a Grand Slam is fortnight overhauling his preparation to 
traditionally a celebration of fresh starts and withstand extreme weather. While the intense 
pristine grass. Yet, as play commences at heat is forecast to dip slightly for Monday's 
Wimbledon, the contrasting fortunes of opener against Miomir Kecmanovic, the top had progressed into a stress fracture. The 23- continually disrupted by illness and injury 
Emma Raducanu and Jannik Sinner have laid seed remains acutely aware that global tennis year-old former US Open champion, who was since her historic 2021 triumph in New York. 
bare the unforgiving physical demands of is operating under a new atmospheric scheduled to open her campaign against Despite a promising grass-court build-up that 
modern tennis. On the eve of the tournament, reality.”All tests were really good, even Croatia's Antonia Ruic on Court One, had saw her reach the final at Queen's Club under 
the home crowd was dealt a crushing blow, though we are very sure we need to practise in defiantly told reporters earlier that day that the guidance of reunited coach Andrew 
while the men's world number one revealed hotter conditions," Sinner noted."I feel like she intended to play through the discomfort. Richardson, the underlying issue – dating 
the extreme lengths required to survive the everywhere where we're playing, it's going to back to the end of the clay-court season – "I've done everything possible to try to get to 
sport's shifting climate.For Raducanu, the be very hot. Every year it's getting warmer and proved insurmountable. Having sat out the start line tomorrow but after a final scan 
tournament ended before it could even begin. warmer."The Italian admitted that while "you practice last week and cut short a session on tonight, the niggle I've been managing has 
The British number one and 30th seed was cannot simulate 100% what you feel in a Saturday, the medical reality finally caught up developed into a stress fracture," Raducanu 
forced into a late, heartbreaking withdrawal match because of tension," his team has with the home favourite's ambitions.FIT-announced on Instagram.I've been medically 
on Sunday evening after a final medical scan implemented structural changes to his training AGAIN SINNER READYadvised to stop pushing through."The setback 
revealed that a persistent lower right leg injury routine.forms a devastating chapter in a career Across the grounds, top seed Jannik Sinner is 

Canada reach World Cup last 16 as Stephen 
Eustaquio's late strike sinks South Africa

Wimbledon: Emma Raducanu withdraws, 
fit-again Sinner ready to battle heat

World Cup what to know: Round of  32 heats 
up with Brazil-Japan, Netherlands-Morocco

New Delhi. (Agency)  
India assistant coach Ryan ten Doeschate has 
defended the team’s decision to not hand 15-
year-old Vaibhav Sooryavanshi his international 
debut against Ireland. Called up after record-
breaking performances in the Indian Premier 
League and for India A, Vaibhav remained on the 
sidelines as India slumped to a historic series 
defeat against Ireland.
Not picked in the playing XI for either of the two 
T20Is in Belfast, Vaibhav watched as India’s 
batting line-up struggled in both matches. 
Shreyas Iyer’s team failed to stamp authority on 
either game and ended up getting whitewashed 
by Ireland.T20 World Cup 2026 Player of the 
Tournament Sanju Samson also endured a 
difficult series, returning scores of 5 and 0 
respectively. For context, Vaibhav had arrived for 
the Ireland series on the back of a record-
breaking half-century against Sri Lanka A in the 
tri-series final in Dambulla.Vaibhav, who had an 

altercation with a few Sri Lanka players before 
the final, smashed an 11-ball fifty - the fastest 
recorded in List A history. He was also in 
contention to register the joint-fastest List A 
hundred but was dismissed for 94 off 29 balls.
WHY DID INDIA NOT DEBUT VAIBHAV 
SOORYAVANSHI?
However, India opted not to use the in-form 
batter, stating there was no hurry in handing the 
15-year-old his debut. Speaking at the post-series 
press conference, Ryan ten Doeschate said it was 
difficult to leave out Sanju Samson, who had 
played a major role in India’s T20 World Cup 
2026 triumph.“He’s absolutely ready to play 
international cricket, there’s no doubt about that. 
But also, I think it’s not a question to say you can 
leave Sanju Samson out. A guy who went a long 
way to winning India the World Cup three 
months ago. A guy who’s had a fairly good IPL,” 
Doeschate said.

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi should 
wait: India remain stubborn 

ahead of England T20I series

New Delhi,. (Agency)  
The timing was pure, unadulterated Ben 
Stokes. Dropping an international retirement 
bombshell midway through the fourth day of a 
crucial, series-deciding Test match against 
New Zealand at Trent Bridge is a script only he 
could write. While the England and Wales 
Cricket  Board released the official  
announcement just 15 minutes before the tea 
interval, the 35-year-old was out on the turf, 
deep into a relentless bowling spell.The sudden 
nature of the exit immediately ignited intense 
speculation across the cricketing world: was 
England's talismanic captain pushed out by the 
hierarchy?
The suspicion was entirely logical. Stokes had 
only just returned to the side after being stood 
down for the second Test at The Oval on 
disciplinary grounds. The ECB and the Cricket 
Regulator had launched an investigation into 
his late-night celebrations following England's 
victory in the first Test at Lord's. Though he was 
ultimately cleared of any serious wrongdoing 
and reinstated for Trent Bridge, rumours 
swirled that the governing body was preparing 
to punish their skipper, creating a major rift.

Speaking to Sky Sports after breaking the 
news, Stokes addressed the conspiracy theories 
directly and made it clear that this was his 
choice alone. He denied that the disciplinary 
action or the missed match at The Oval had a 
direct, causal effect on his decision to bring 
down the curtain on a spectacular 15-year 
international career.Instead, Stokes revealed 
the roots of his departure stretched back much 
further, originating during the painful 4-1 
Ashes defeat in Australia last winter.
"The Lord's Test, for me, was something that 
brought back negative feelings about where I 
was in my career," Stokes said.”I'd worked so 
hard since getting home to put things right, or at 
least that's what I thought I was doing. I put so 
much time and effort into doing that and I just 
burned myself out."

Wimbledon Day 1 
schedule: Sinner and 

Djokovic begin 
campaigns amid relief  

from heat

Was Ben Stokes forced to 
retire? England captain breaks 

silence on selfish call

ZSouth Africa delivered a timely reality 
check to India in Manchester. The six-

wicket defeat exposed glaring 
shortcomings in Harmanpreet Kaur's 

side and raised fresh questions about 
their ability to translate ODI dominance 

into T20 success as the battle for the 
semi-finals heats up.

Emma Raducanu has withdrawn from 

Wimbledon after scans confirmed a 

stress fracture in her lower right leg. 

Jannik Sinner, meanwhile, says rising 

temperatures are reshaping preparations 

for his title defence.

ZWomen's T20 World Cup, INDW vs AUSW: 
Harmanpreet Kaur's India crashed out of  
the tournament after a six-wicket defeat to 
Australia at Lord's on Sunday. The loss 
highlighted familiar shortcomings in 
bowling, fielding and decision-making, 
exposing the areas India must address if  
they are to consistently challenge the 
world's best.
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to a 10-year mission to raise living seventh prime minister in a decade, world.(Agency) 
standards through reindustrialisation, with many in his party believing only he Andy Burnham, the Labour lawmaker 
housing, infrastructure and reform of has the charisma and the vision to expected to replace Keir Starmer as 
utilities. The focus would be not just on connect with voters and counter the rise British prime minister, will outline his 

of Nigel Farage's anti-immigration vision for Britain on Monday, his 
Reform UK party.office said, promising to change how 
FISCAL PRESSURES LIMIT SCOPEthe nation is governed with power 

moving from London to the However, with Britain's economy 
regions.Burnham, who returned to struggling from the impact of the war 
Westminster earlier this month after in Ukraine and more recently the 
winning a parliamentary seat, is energy shock of the US conflict with 
currently the only declared candidate Iran, the scope to make radical 
to take over from Starmer and could spending changes is limited.Burnham 
be installed in Downing Street within has previously said the government 
weeks.Starmer announced last week should "get beyond this thing of being 
he would step down, just two years in hock to the bond markets" but later 

who governs Britain, but on changing after winning a huge parliamentary sa id  h is  comments  had  been  
how it is governed, his office said.majority for Labour, as his popularity misrepresented. He has also stepped 
He will set out how he plans to "lift s a n k . B u r n h a m ,  w h o  r o s e  t o  back from earlier calls for large-scale 
Britain back up to where it should be" prominence as mayor of Greater nationalisation or a near-term return to 
and provide the "circuit-breaker it Manchester and has been dubbed the the European Union.
needs", alongside a pledge to reform "King of the North", will use Monday's Housing minister Steve Reed said on 
public procurement to better support speech to make devolving power to Sunday Burnham would stick to 
British jobs and industry.If he takes regions and local communities his Labour's commitments made before the 
office, Burnham will become Britain's flagship proposal.He will also commit 2024 election and also to the 

NEWS BOX

Pakistan launches cross-border strikes into Afghanistan 
after Karachi attack, says 29 militants killed

Andy Burnham To Outline Vision For UK 
With Focus On Raising Living Standards

Hope Fades In Venezuela As 
Death Count Nears 1,500 
After Twin Earthquakes

Pakistan's 'Double-Tap' Strikes 
On Afghanistan Border Kill 35, 

Including Children
Islamabad.(Agency) 

As Pakistan rides high on the success of brokering a truce 
deal between the United States and Iran to halt the war in 
the Middle East, the situation back home is bloody. In the 
'double tap' attack, Islamabad's forces have killed at least 
35 people-- who, according to Pakistan's claim, were 
terrorists-- in a ground operation along the Afghanistan 
border.A "double tap" is a military term used to describe a 
deliberate second strike on the same location shortly after 
an initial attack. It is a highly controversial and often 
condemned tactic because the second strike is 
deliberately timed to coincide with the arrival of 
emergency responders, medics, and journalists.
Afghanistan has claimed that Pakistan's attacks resulted 
in the deaths and injuries of dozens of civilians, including 
women and children. Authorities in Kabul have also 
repeatedly denied that their territory harbours terrorists.
The Double-Tap Attack
According to available information, Pakistan Air Force 
(PAF) jets took off at 12:30 AM (IST), striking homes and 
mosques across three Afghan districts -- Gyan in Paktika, 
Chamkani in Paktia, and Marawara in Kunar.In a display 
of calculated military brutality, Rawalpindi used a 
notorious "double-tap" tactic.
At 12:55 AM, just 25 minutes after the first bombardment, 
when villagers rushed to pull out trapped women and 
screaming children from the smoking wreckage, 
Pakistani jets returned and dropped a second wave of 
bombs on the unarmed rescuers. That deliberate second 
strike is the main reason the death toll swiftly climbed 
beyond 35 and hospitals were inundated with more than a 
hundred casualties.
Why Pakistan is Attacking Afghanistan
Authorities in Pakistan have claimed the strikes on 
Afghanistan were in response to multiple terrorist attacks 
across the country, including one in Karachi last week in 
which three members of the country's paramilitary forces 
were killed and four others were injured.In a post on X, 
Information Minister Attaullah Tarar said the operation 
was launched in reaction to the recent multiple terrorist 
incidents inside Pakistan against the people of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan and the Pakistan Rangers 
(Sindh) Camp, Karachi, and targeted Jamaat-ul-Ahrar, 
the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) splinter group."A 
well-planned intelligence-based ground operation was 
carried out by security forces along the Pakistan-Afghan 
border, followed by calibrated strikes in the border region 
against the hideouts and safe havens of terrorists 
belonging to Jamaat ul Ahrar and Fitna al Khwarij, killing 
29 khwarij (radicals as per Islamic history)," Tarar 
said.He added that three targets in Paktia, Paktika and 
Kunar were destroyed during precision strikes.
What Afghanistan Said
The Taliban government said on Monday the airstrikes in 
three eastern provinces killed or wounded dozens of 
civilians.Spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid condemned 
the military action, calling it a "cowardly act of 
aggression".We strongly condemn this cowardly act of 
aggression and consider it a crime and an act of brutality," 
he said.

29 Dead As Pakistan Carries 
Out Ground Operation Along 
Afghanistan Border

world.(Agency) 
Russian President Vladimir Putin acknowledged that 
the country was suffering from "a certain shortage" of 
fuel in an interview published by the Kremlin Sunday, 
after repeated Ukrainian strikes in their four-year war.
Kyiv calls the attacks fair retribution for Russia's near-
daily barrages on Ukrainian civilians and energy 
infrastructure since its February 2022 offensive.
"As for strikes against critical infrastructure in general, 
and energy infrastructure in particular, of course these 
attacks on our infrastructure facilities create problems, 
that's obvious," said Putin."Right now we're observing 
a certain shortage, but it's not critical."The main task 
now, he said, was to increase Russian anti-aircraft 
defence capacity and to ensure fuel supplies, 
particularly to Crimea. In the interview, Putin also said 
he was expecting a team of US negotiators to come to 
Moscow to discuss ending the Ukraine war, once 
Washington was no longer so preoccupied with Iran 
and the Middle East conflict.The authorities in 
Russian-annexed Crimea on Friday declared an 
"emergency situation" over fuel shortages and power 
cuts triggered by Ukrainian attacks on its logistics 
chains and oil facilities. Russia annexed the territory 
from Ukraine in 2014, a move not recognised by the 
vast majority of countries.
A few hours earlier, in a speech to the United Russia 
party congress, Putin had vowed to ensure security and 
overcome challenges as Ukraine steps up its 
retaliatory strikes inside Russia.'We are responding' 
"Yes, we see the problems, we are aware of them and 
are responding to them, but we will certainly ensure 
the security of both the country and our citizens, as 
well as the inviolability of Russia's borders," Putin 
told party members. "We will undoubtedly overcome 
all the challenges facing us today, including terrorist 
attacks on our territory and infrastructure facilities," 
he added.
Putin's speech came hours after a Ukrainian drone 
strike killed one person in Russia's southern 
Krasnodar region and sparked a fire in a refinery, 
according to regional governor Veniamin 
Kondratyev.Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
called the hit part of the "operations that weaken 
Russia's ability to wage this war".

Ukraine has markedly stepped 
up its long-range attacks on 
Russian military industries and 
energy facilities in recent 
months, aiming to cut Moscow’s 
revenue for its invasion — 
now in its fifth year — and 
make Russians feel the 
consequences.

World (Agency) 
Emergency teams with rescue dogs were searching 
Sunday for any remaining survivors of powerful twin 
earthquakes that struck Venezuela, where the death toll 
has surpassed 1,450 and nearly 200 buildings have 
completely collapsed.A man and his teen son were 
found alive under the rubble Sunday by French and 
American rescue teams in Caraballeda, a town about 40 
kilometers north of Caracas, AFP journalists saw. The 
rescue offered a glimmer of hope in an ongoing tragedy 
that has shaken a country already mired in an economic 
crisis, but tens of thousands of people were still 
reported missing and the critical 72-hour window for 
rescuing trapped victims following a natural disaster 
has now passed.Millions more people were feared to 
lack sanitation and other basic needs after one of Latin 
A m e r i c a ' s  m o s t  d e v a s t a t i n g  e a r t h q u a k e  
disasters.Rescue teams from the United States, Mexico 
and elsewhere scrambled to save people as desperate 
residents dug by hand for relatives trapped in the 
pancaked layers and rubble of collapsed apartments.
Some 774 buildings were badly damaged in back-to-
back quakes of magnitude 7.2 and 7.5 that struck on 
Wednesday evening, including 189 buildings that have 
totally collapsed, National Assembly President Jorge 
Rodriguez said Sunday.In one of the worst-hit areas, the 
coastal city of La Guaira, Hector Aguilera came to 
search for four family members buried in the rubble. 

Washington says US, Iran 
pausing strikes, talks to proceed

Iran has not immediately 
commented on the US 

statement, and sources did 
not confirm a US media 
report that talks would 

resume Tuesday in Qatar.

explosives targeted the regional from the Afghan Taliban, although the ISLAMABAD. (Agency) 
headquarters of the paramilitary two are allies. The Afghan Taliban  Pakistani security forces Sunday 
Rangers in the southern port city of returned to power in neighboring carried out a ground operation along the 
Karachi, killing three soldiers. Security Afghanistan in 2021.The latest Pakistan-Afghanistan border, followed 
forces killed three attackers and arrested operations are likely to further strain by “calibrated strikes” against militant 
another assailant, whom the military already tense relations between hideouts and safe havens, killing 29 
identified as an Afghan national in Islamabad and Kabul.Strikes are the fighters, officials said.In a post on X, 

latest in cross-border violence Information Minister Attaullah Tarar 
between neighborsSunday’s said the operation was launched in 
cross-border strikes and ground response to multiple militant attacks 
operation came less than three across the country.In Afghanistan, 
weeks after Pakistan's military g o v e r n m e n t  s p o k e s p e r s o n  
launched airstrikes on what it said Zabihullah Mujahid said Pakistan's 
were militant hideouts in attacks resulted in the deaths and 
Afghanistan. They ended about a injuries of dozens of civilians, 
month of relative calm following including women and children.“We 
what Islamabad had described as strongly condemn this cowardly act 
an “open war” between the of aggression and consider it a crime 
neighboring countries, despite and an act of brutality,” he said.
international efforts to broker a Pakistan has witnessed a surge in wounded condition.Jamaat-ul-Ahrar, a 

lasting peace.The escalation follows militant attacks targeting police and breakaway faction of the Pakistani 
months of tit-for-tat military action security forces in recent years. Taliban, claimed responsibility for the 
between the two countries. Hundreds of Authorities have blamed the Pakistani Karachi attack in a statement Saturday 
people have been killed in cross-border Taliban, known as Tehrik-e-Taliban night.Tarar said Pakistan’s latest 
fighting since February, when Pakistan, or TTP, and allied militant operation along the Afghan border 
Afghanistan launched retaliatory groups for most of the violence. targeted hideouts and safe havens of the 
strikes after Pakistan carried out The security operation took place a day Pakistani Taliban. The Pakistani 
airstrikes inside Afghan territory.after militants armed with guns and Taliban are a separate militant group 

vital strait, through which about a fifth of the 
world's oil and liquefied natural gas travel in 
peacetime. It did not have that control before 
the war.Iran's top diplomat warned Sunday 
that any attempt by ships to bypass its 
preferred route through Hormuz would 
"increase tensions" in West Asia.The strait 
comprises Omani and Iranian territorial 
waters, but under customary international 
law the two cannot generally block passage 
or charge tolls.Nevertheless, Iran prevented 
most ships from using the narrow waterway 
during the war, granting it enormous WASHINGTON.(Agency) 
economic leverage which it appears A US official said Sunday that Washington 
reluctant to give up.Tehran's enforcement of and Tehran agreed to halt attacks after new 
its control has sparked repeated flare-ups tit-for-tat strikes strained their interim deal, 
with Washington, the latest of which came with the sides planning to renew talks aimed 
early Sunday, when US Central Command Gulf region, with traffic in the strait serving now and vessels can move freely" in and at ending the West Asia war.The exchanges 
said it had attacked 10 Iranian military as a regular flashpoint."Technical talks are around the Strait of Hormuz, the official have underscored the fragility of a Pakistan-
targets over "continued Iranian aggression slated to continue on all areas of the MOU," added.Iran has not immediately commented brokered agreement to end the conflict that 
against commercial shipping".Iran said it a US official told AFP in an email late on the US statement, and the US official did has killed thousands and snarled the flow of 
retaliated with strikes against US bases in Sunday, referring to the memorandum of not confirm a US media report that talks oil shipments through the vital Strait of 
Kuwait and Bahrain. Both Kuwait and understanding struck between Washington would resume Tuesday in Qatar.Tehran has Hormuz.Although a ceasefire took effect in 
Bahrain denounced the Iranian attacks.and Tehran."Both sides will stand down for insisted on controlling passage through the April, sporadic violence has flared up in the 

output.Ukraine has markedly stepped up its described the Ukrainian attacks on oil situation at the front, on the line of contact.”
He said for the first time that Ukraine has long-range attacks on Russian military refineries as an attempt to “cause a split in 

proposed a halt on deep strikes, arguing industries and energy facilities in recent 
that Kyiv made the offer because months, aiming to cut Moscow’s revenue 
Russian strikes deep into Ukrainian for its invasion — now in its fifth year — 
territory are more powerful and and make Russians feel the consequences.

“Our ‘long-range sanctions’ reached two devastating.The Russian leader added 
oil refineries in Russia,” Ukrainian that Kyiv also offered to limit the 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy wrote on fighting to the four regions that Russia 
the Telegram messaging app on Sunday. annexed but never fully captured - 
“Each (strike) means a reduction in the Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and 
resources that fuel the Russian war Zaporizhzhia. He rejected the proposal, 
machine, and another step toward peace.” arguing it would allow Ukraine to 
The campaign has choked Russian fuel relocate its forces that are fighting 
supplies, causing widespread shortages Russian troops in other areas to let them 

Russian society and force Russia to halt, and long lines at gas stations across the focus on fending off the Russian attacks in 
even if only briefly, the advance of our country and prompting authorities in many the four southeastern regions.Ukrainian 

KYIV.(Agency) troops along the line of contact, and create regions to introduce fuel rationing. drones set major Russian refinery on 
Ukraine kept up its heavy drone assault on conditions for launching a negotiation According to Western analysts, it has also fireMeanwhile, debris from downed 
Russia, setting fire to a major oil refinery in process on terms advantageous to our slowed Moscow’s efforts on the battlefield, Ukrainian drones sparked a blaze at the 
the south, as President Vladimir Putin adversary."“We will not give them that heaping pressure on the Kremlin to come to refinery in Slavyansk-na-Kubani, a town in 
acknowledged for the first time on Sunday chance,” Putin said, adding that “strikes on the negotiating table.Putin says Ukrainian Russia's Krasnodar region, east of occupied 
that the country was facing a “certain our infrastructure, wherever they are attacks aim to split Russian societySpeaking Crimea, according to regional Gov. 
deficit” of fuel and vowed to strengthen directed, have absolutely no effect on the to a Russian state TV reporter, Putin Veniamin Kondratyev. 
protection of oil facilities and boost fuel 

'Certain Shortage': Putin 
Flags Fuel Crunch After 
Ukraine Strikes

World.(Agency) 
Pakistani security forces Sunday carried out a ground 
operation along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, 
followed by "calibrated strikes" against militant 
hideouts and safe havens, killing 29 fighters, officials 
said.In a post on X, Information Minister Attaullah 
Tarar said the operation was launched in response to 
multiple militant attacks across the country. There was 
no immediate response from Afghanistan.Pakistan has 
witnessed a surge in militant attacks targeting police 
and security forces in recent years. Authorities have 
blamed the Pakistani Taliban, known as Tehrik-e-
Taliban Pakistan, or TTP, and allied militant groups for 
most of the violence.
It comes a day after militants armed with guns and 
explosives targeted the regional headquarters of the 
paramilitary Rangers in the southern port city of 
Karachi, killing three soldiers. Security forces killed 
three attackers and arrested another assailant, whom 
the military identified as an Afghan national in 
wounded condition.Jamaat-ul-Ahrar, a breakaway 
faction of the Pakistani Taliban, claimed responsibility 
for the Karachi attack in a statement Saturday night.
Tarar said Pakistan's latest operation along the Afghan 
border targeted hideouts and safe havens of the 
Pakistani Taliban. The Pakistani Taliban are a separate 
militant group from the Afghan Taliban, although the 
two are allies. The Afghan Taliban returned to power in 
neighboring Afghanistan in 2021.
The latest operations are likely to further strain already 
tense relations between Islamabad and Kabul.
Sunday's cross-border strikes and ground operation 
came less than three weeks after Pakistan's military 
launched airstrikes on what it said were militant 
hideouts in Afghanistan. They ended about a month of 
relative calm following what Islamabad had described 
as an "open war" between the neighboring countries, 
despite international efforts to broker a lasting peace.

Ukrainian drones set another Russian oil refinery 
ablaze as Putin admits fuel shortages
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