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Vadodara / Karjan: Despite Gujarat's
prohibition policy, serious allegations
have emerged from Karjan Taluka in
Vadodara district regarding the alleged
operation of illegal liquor, gambling, and
narcotics networks across several vil-
lages. Local residents claim that English
liquor, country liquor, Worli Matka gam-
bling, and the sale of cannabis-related
substances continue to operate openly,
raising concerns about law enforcement
and public safety.
Kurali Village: Worli Matka gambling is
allegedly being operated near the water
tank in the New Nagri area.Sapa Village:
Illegal betting activities are reportedly
running in the New Settlement area, with
operators allegedly arriving from Vado-
dara city.Kandari Village: Residents
claim multiple illegal country liquor out-
lets are functioning without fear of en-
forcement.Karamdi Village: Illegal liquor
manufacturing units are allegedly operat-
ing around the clock.
Residents have also expressed concern
that illicit liquor may contain hazardous
chemicals, warning that any future toxic
liquor tragedy could have devastating
consequences.Allegations Against Police

PersonnelThe report further alleges that
the network is being protected by a police
constable identified as Hanubha, cur-
rently posted in the D-Staff of Karjan Po-
lice Station. According to the allegations,
the constable had previously faced sus-
pension in connection with an alleged
liquor-related case but later returned to
duty.The report also raises questions re-
garding the role of the officer-in-charge
of the police station, alleging that influ-
ential protection and systemic corruption
may have allowed illegal activities to
continue. These allegations have not been
independently verified.Questions Raised
Over EnforcementThe report further
claims that illegal narcotics, including

cannabis products, are
being distributed
through an organized
network while en-
forcement agencies,
including local police
and district-level
units, have allegedly
failed to take effective
a c t i o n . Q u e s t i o n s
Raised by Mahanagar
MetroThe report
asks:Will the Vado-
dara Superintendent

of Police order an impartial investigation
into the allegations involving local police
personnel?When will the State Monitor-
ing Cell (SMC) conduct enforcement op-
erations in Kurali, Sapa, Kandari, and
surrounding villages?What concrete mea-
sures will the state government take to
dismantle alleged illegal liquor and gam-
bling networks operating in the
region?Residents say frustration is
mounting and have demanded immediate
legal action against those responsible.
They warn that continued inaction could
not only strengthen organized crime but
also put public lives at risk if illegal liquor
manufacturing remains unchecked.

Mahanagar Metro Exclusive
Illegal Liquor and Gambling Racket Flourishes
Under the Shadow of Khaki in Karjan Taluka?
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notches above the season’s normal for this remained 3.7°C above normal. Bhiwani Ghaziabad.(Agency)
time of the year. NorthCap University recorded the state’s highest maximum The city received no respite from the 
recorded a maximum temperature of 41.2 temperature at 43°C.IMD said the sweltering heat and humidity on Saturday 
degrees Celsius — marginally higher than combination of high humidity and as nighttime temperatures touched the 30 

unusually warm nights has intensified degrees Celsius mark.While heatwave 
h e a t ,  a s  e l e v a t e d  n i g h t t i m e  conditions will persist across isolated 
temperatures prevent the atmosphere spots in Haryana including Gurgaon, India 
from cooling after sunset. The Meteorological Department (IMD) has 
persistent humidity has further added to forecast the city will get light to moderate 
discomfort.According to IMD, isolated rainfall from next week.The highest 
light to moderate rain accompanied by minimum temperature was recorded at 
thunderstorms is likely across Haryana NorthCap University, where the mercury 
through July 1, with rainfall expected to settled at 30.3 degrees Celsius, up from 
become more widespread from July 2. 28.8 degrees Celsius a day earlier. 
Thunderstorms with lightning and Gurgaon AWS registered a sharp rise in the 
gusty winds of 40-50 kmph is likely minimum temperature — from 25.8 
from July 1 onwards. This could degrees Celsius, it climbed to 29.6 degrees 
gradually bring down temperatures and Celsius. Gurgaon KKV recorded the 
provide relief, although residents will minimum temperature as 27.7 degrees Friday’s 41.1 degrees Celsius. The relative 

likely face hot and humid conditions until Celsius, slightly higher than Friday’s 27.2 humidity index was recorded at 54%.
monsoon activity strengthens over the degrees Celsius.Daytime temperature also Across Haryana, the average maximum 
region.remained above 40 degrees and was three temperature increased by 0.4°C and 

ITI trainee steals 32 guns from Faridabad 
police station room, sells them in 4 states

Gurgaon night temperature crosses 
30°C, but IMD says rain on the way

No longer ‘cursed’: CM Yogi Adityanath says Noida 
is now India’s top investment destination

New Delhi.(Agency)
 Four siblings, including three women, 
have been arrested for allegedly 
operating an illegal psychotropic drug 
supply network in northwest Delhi’s 
Jahangirpuri.
Police have seized drugs and assets 
worth Rs 2 crore in connection with the 
case, including cash and jewellery 
worth over Rs 63 lakh, 11 flats estimated 
to be worth more than Rs 1.5 crore, and a 
recently purchased two-wheeler. The 
drugs are worth over Rs 7 lakh in the 
international market.
According to police, a tip-off was 
received about Paro (28), who, along 
with her sisters and associates, was 
allegedly involved in the illegal storage 
and supply of psychotropic tablets and 
intoxicating injections from multiple 
premises in D-Block, Jahangirpuri.
The first raid was conducted near D-
Block, where Paro and her younger 
sister, Usha (25), were nabbed. “The 
women disclosed that they were 
involved in illegal sale of intoxicating 
injections and psychotropic tablets from 
a house in the locality,” said DCP 
(Northwest) Akanksha Yadav.
Based on their disclosure, police raided 
the house and found their elder sister, 
Kanta (35), in possession of 1,300 
tablets of a prescription medication 
containing buprenorphine and naloxone, 
310 antihistamine injections, 652 
syringe needles, and around Rs 1.3 lakh 
in cash.Another raid was conducted 
after Usha informed police that 
additional injections were stored at a 
separate house. Officers recovered 25 
injections from the premises.
The sisters also revealed that another 
property was being used by their 
associate, Sachin, to store contraband. 
The house was found locked and Sachin 
could not be traced. During search, 
police seized 16 boxes containing 400 
injections, 1,880 syringe needles, and 
Rs 63,000 in cash. arrested the women’s 
brother, Amit (30) and seized around Rs 
20 lakh in cash, 241 grams of gold 
jewellery worth approximately Rs 35 
lakh, and 2.4 kg of silver jewellery 
valued at around Rs 6.2 lakh. 
Documents related to the flats were also 
seized.

News box

tracked down the weapons and recovered Sector 8 police station and sold across Gurgaon.(Agency)
all of them from different parts of Delhi- multiple cities.The malkhana discrepancy A 22-year-old trainee who joined a 

came to light during an inspection by Faridabad police station for tech support 
station manager Rajbir Singh on May 9, last winter didn’t make an impression. It 
when mismatches in the weapon register was only in the summer that his real talent 
were noticed. “Initial verification showed became evident. Suddenly, everyone was 
some weapons missing. A detailed audit looking for Monu.The search ended this 
la ter  revealed 32 f i rearms had weekend when the 22-year-old ITI 
disappeared,” an officer said.apprentice posted at Sector 8 police station 
An FIR was registered under sections in Faridabad was arrested after it came to 
related to theft, criminal breach of trust, light that he had stolen 32 weapons — 
destruction of evidence and criminal including foreign-made pistols — from 
conspiracy, following which crime branch the ‘malkhana’ (the room where seized 
teams from Sector 30 were tasked with items, evidence and records are stored) 
tracing the weapons.Police commissioner over six months of his apprenticeship and 

NCR, Haryana, Rajasthan and UP. Satendra Kumar Gupta monitored the routed them to an inter-state illegal 
The 20 include those who bought the guns. probe. ASI Bijender Singh, who was in network.The theft also exposed loopholes 
Police said the theft remained undetected charge of the armoury, was suspended for in malkhana security, but that is unlikely to 
from Oct 2025 to April 2026 even as the negligence, and a departmental inquiry was be mitigating factor for Monu, who is 
weapons were quietly smuggled out of initiated against him.among 20 people arrested after police 

entrepreneurs and industrial associations Yogi said one of the biggest challenges flights have started and international Noida.(Agency)
under one roof.Marking International before his government after 2017 was services will begin soon. He said projects  Declaring that Gautam Budh Nagar is “no 
MSME Day, the chief minister also resolving the builder-buyer dispute. worth Rs 7,000 crore in electronic longer cursed”, chief minister Yogi 
launched the curtain raiser for the 4th UP Within a year, housing was provided to components and Rs 8,200 crore in solar Adityanath on Saturday said Noida, 
International Trade Show and distributed around 1.25 lakh homebuyers. cell manufacturing would make Gautam Greater  Noida and the  Yamuna 
toolkits to beneficiaries of the One District Buddha Nagar a major hub for electronics Later, after the Supreme Court constituted Expressway Industrial Development 
One Product (ODOP) and Vishwakarma and solar manufacturing.a high-level committee headed by the CEO Authority have emerged as the country's 
Shram Samman Yojana .He  a l so  of NITI Aayog, the government helped Contrasting the present with the past, Yogi leading investment destination, driven by 
distributed subsidy cheques to MSME more than three lakh buyers get their said the region, once considered unsafe, is improved governance, faster project 
units and beneficiaries of the technical homes.He said the Authority's new now witnessing projects such as Film City, execution and a transformed work culture.
upgradation scheme and Mukhyamantri headquarters should become a model of Apparel Park, Medical Device Park and Inaugurating the Noida Authority 
Yuva Udyami Vikas Abhiyan, besides efficient governance by taking all services large industrial investments because of the headquarters in Sector-96, the CM also 
honouring bankers for their performance. online and integrating them with an "double-engine govt" led by Prime inaugurated and laid foundation for 70 
Recalling the long-held belief that visiting Integrated Command and Control Centre. Minister Narendra Modi.development projects worth Rs 2,479 
Noida brought bad luck to chief ministers, Directing officials to accel erate industrial Calling MSMEs the backbone of industrial crore, saying the region has evolved from a 
Yogi said previous CMs avoided the development, Yogi asked them to issue growth, Yogi said the vision of a developed troubled industrial hub into a global 
district because of the superstition. He said deadline-based notices to allottees who India rests on prosperous farmers, world-manufacturing and investment centre.
when Prime Minister Narendra Modi was had acquired Authority land but failed to c l a s s  in f ra s t ruc tu re  and  s t rong  Yogi said the Authority getting its own 
to inaugurate the Noida Metro, the PMO invest. If investment was still not made, manufacturing. He said the government headquarters after 50 years was a 
suggested sending another minister the land should be reallocated to new transformed One District One Product into landmark achievement and would become 
instead."I replied that I would come investors to create a fresh land bank. a nationally recognised brand by a new symbol of development. He said the 
myself because I do not believe in such connecting artisans with branding, Highlighting UP's transformation, the new office would enable better  
things. The government's responsibility is technology, design innovation and chief minister said he landed at Jewar coordination and help resolve the 
to solve people's problems," he said. markets.Airport, where domestic commercial p r o b l e m s  o f  c i t i z e n s ,  f a r m e r s ,  

Family-Run Drug Syndicate 
Busted; Assets and Drugs 
Worth Rs 2 Crore Seized

Sarthak’s killers must not escape, says 
boss who reached hit & run spot first

After semiconductor, Jewar 
will be electronic components 
hub: Union minister Vaishnaw

 

colleagues has only deepened since.Noida.(Agency)
Police said the Thar, carrying a Sarthak’s killers must not escape.” The 
Karnataka registration number, hit words are both a plea and a promise for 
Sarthak from behind before making a Akash Deep Choudhary, the city-based 
sharp cut, causing him to skid and fall entrepreneur who was the first to reach the 
under its wheels. The driver fled. A case hospital after his colleague, Sarthak 
was registered under sections of rash Mattoo (34), was run over by a Thar on 
driving, causing death by negligence, Rajokri flyover on Thursday morning.
endangering life and causing hurt.Akash For Akash, the horror began with a phone 
said what haunts him most is the thought call at 6.45am.A passerby who found 
that Sarthak might have survived had the Sarthak critically injured on the flyover 
SUV driver stopped and rushed him to used his fingerprint to unlock his phone 
hospital instead of fleeing. “In accidents and called the last dialled number — one of 
like these, the first few minutes are his teammates, who then alerted Akash.
everything. If he had been taken in “I called back immediately. The man told 

sooner, who knows, Sarthak might still me Sarthak was in very bad shape.... Both 

have been alive,” he added.his legs were crushed and dangling from 
Calling hit-and-run cases a growing the waist,” Akash, co-founder of Enout, 
pattern across the country, Akash said told .Sarthak had left early for Noida on his 

called on the passerby’s number again. By emergency contact details from the 
there has to be accountability. “This keeps black Pulsar, riding ahead of his teammates 

then, a PCR van had arrived. company database and called his mother. 
happening in India. People hit someone who were following in two cars for an 

He only told her there had been an accident “I spoke to a policewoman and asked 
and run, hoping to escape. It has become event assignment. He had joined the 

and Sarthak had suffered injuries.where they were taking him. She said 
far too common. We cannot allow this case Gurgaon-based event company only three 

Safdarjung. I told them not to waste time “She asked me how he was. I couldn’t tell 
to fade away. Whoever did this must be months ago after returning from the UK.

and take him to the nearest private hospital. her on the phone. Telling his parents that 
found and punished,” he added.Sarthak’s “He was happy and had just cleared 

In such cases, every minute matters,” their only child was no more... that was the 
father, Surender Mattoo, has appealed to probation. We were working on big 

Akash said.By the time Akash reached the hardest thing.”When she eventually learnt 
PM Modi and home minister Amit Shah for projects. He was one of the brightest 

hospital in Vasant Kunj, Sarthak had that Sarthak had succumbed to injuries, his 
justice.“It was his birthday. He would have people on our team. We were in Thailand 

passed away. “I begged the doctors to save mother went silent. “She could not speak 
turned 34 today. Instead, we lit his pyre. days ago, then Bengaluru. He was always 

him. But they said there was nothing left to for three-four hours. Not a word. She spoke 
They left him on the road. They are killers. picked for the best work,” he added.

do.”What followed was harder. sobbed at the cremation,” he added.
As Akash rushed towards Rajokri, he They should be behind bars,” he added.

On the way, Akash pulled out Sarthak’s The anger among Sarthak’s family and 

New Delh.(Agency)
Refusing to revive criminal proceedings against a 
woman’s former husband and his relatives in a dowry 
harassment case, a Delhi court held that the allegations 
were “completely bereft of any specific dates or distinct 
incidents” and amounted to sweeping, generalised 
accusations.Calling the implication of the husband’s 
entire family despite them living separately a “classic case 
of over-implication in a matrimonial dispute”, additional 
sessions judge Harguravinder Singh Jaggi observed that 
forcing individuals to face trial on vague allegations 
would amount to an abuse of the legal process.
The complainant had alleged that she was subjected to 
physical and mental torture, abuse, beatings and dowry 
demands by her husband, mother-in-law, father-in-law, 
sister-in-law and brother-in-law. She further claimed that 
her mother-in-law took possession of all her ancestral 
jewellery and never returned it. The woman also alleged 
that she was treated like a servant and was frequently 
locked in a room without food or water.
However, the sessions court noted that the trial court had 
dismissed these allegations, describing them as “omnibus 
despite material statements on record indicating 
individual roles.”The defence argued that the complaint 
was vague and did not disclose any specific demand for 
dowry. It further contended that the case had been filed in 
Delhi to harass the accused, who are residents of 
Rajasthan, even though the couple’s divorce had already 
been finalised by a Jaipur court.

Noida.(Agency)
Union minister for electronics and IT Ashwini Vaishnaw 
on Saturday said India imports printed circuit boards 
(PCBs) worth around Rs 40,000 crore every year but will 
now start manufacturing and exporting these 
components, taking a step towards fulfilling Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of a self-reliant India.
The minister also said the Union Cabinet approved a 
bullet train corridor from Delhi to Siliguri via Jewar and 
Lucknow. “Once operational, the network would reduce 
travel time between Jewar and Lucknow to one hour and 
40 minutes,” he said.Speaking at the foundation stone-
laying ceremony for Amber Enterprises’ PCB 
manufacturing facility in Jewar, Vaishnaw said, “India 
imports Rs 40,000 crore of PCBs annually, and it is a 
matter of pride that now this will be made in India and in 
Jewar. After semiconductors, Jewar will be a hub of 
electronic components, and this is just the beginning.”To 
illustrate the complexity of the technology, Vaishnaw 
displayed two printed circuit boards — one with 22 
layers and another with 14. “This is just a thin slate, but it 
is like a 22-storey building, having all details in an 
organised manner. This is such a complex thing, and now 
this will be developed in Jewar,” he said. PCBs form the 
backbone of nearly every electronic device, providing 
the platform and electrical connections for components 
to function, from smartphones and computers to 
televisions.Vaishnaw said the project marked another 
milestone for the Yamuna City region, following the 
foundation stone-laying of the HCL-Foxconn 
semiconductor manufacturing unit in Feb.
On the bullet train corridor, Vaishnaw said the Cabinet 
approved the Delhi-Siliguri route at its last meeting. 
“You board the train and sip a cup of tea, and soon you 
will land in Lucknow,” he said, adding that Delhi to 
Lucknow would take two hours and 10 minutes once the 
network was operational.

Classic case of  over-
implication': Delhi court 
dismisses plea to revive 
dowry case

Noida.(Agency)
From gender-neutral makeup and handcrafted jewellery 
to witty stickers poking fun at social norms, dozens of 
queer entrepreneurs showcased their businesses at a 
bazaar in Delhi Saturday.
“I ate gender norms for breakfast” and “My favourite 
season is the fall of patriarchy” read some of the cheeky 
one-liners on brightly coloured stickers that drew visitors 
to one stall. Elsewhere, bold makeup palettes challenged 
the idea that cosmetics belong to one gender, while 
perfumes, crochet art, home decor, textiles and apparel 
reflected the diversity of queer-owned businesses.
Queer Bazaar, a marketplace showcasing queer artistry, 
entrepreneurship and community, was organised at The 
LaLiT, Delhi, as the closing event of the hotel’s Pride 
Month 2026 celebrations. Held in collaboration with 
Keshav Suri Foundation, the bazaar brought together 
LGBTQ+ entrepreneurs and creators, with organisers 
saying the initiative aims to provide queer-owned 
businesses a platform to showcase their work, reach 
customers and build sustainable livelihoods.
“The idea behind Queer Bazaar is to provide LGBTQ+ 
entrepreneurs with a platform to generate livelihoods and 
make their businesses visible,” a member of Keshav Suri 
Foundation said, adding that the organisation regularly 
hosts such initiatives to promote entrepreneurship within 
the community.
For Riddhiman Jain, a 30-year-old trans man exhibiting 
handmade jewellery, the stall represented years of 
overcoming self-doubt. “I didn’t go to college because I 
was ashamed of how people would look at me. I didn’t 
have the confidence,” he said. After learning jewellery-
making through a diploma course by correspondence, he 
built his own brand. “Today I earn my living through this. 
My family took time to accept my identity, but their 
support made this possible. Financial independence is 
why I do this.”
At another stall, Yangchen and a friend, both identifying 
as non-binary, displayed stickers and posters using satire 
to question gender norms. “Our art uses humour to take a 
dig at societal expectations,” Yangchen said.

‘I ate gender norms for 
breakfast’: Queer 
entrepreneurs showcase 
businesses at Delhi bazaar
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Chhota Udepur / Pavi Jetpur: 
A major case of alleged illegal sand mining
has surfaced from Pavi Jetpur taluka in Gu-
jarat's Chhota Udepur district, raising serious
concerns over the functioning of the local ad-
ministration and the Mining Department. Il-
legal extraction of river sand has reportedly
intensified beneath the Sihod Bridge and in
nearby areas including Nalez, Padarwat, Oli
Amba, and Tejgadh, where natural resources
are allegedly being looted in broad
daylight.Accord-
ing to local resi-
dents, heavy
earthmoving ma-
chinery, includ-
ing JCB
excavators, is
being used to ex-
tract sand from excessive depths in blatant vi-
olation of mining regulations. The extracted
sand is then allegedly transported through a
fleet of overloaded tractors operating without
valid royalty permits.Eyewitnesses claim that
nearly 150 to 200 overloaded tractors pass
through the route every day, causing exten-
sive damage to public roads worth crores of
rupees and creating a constant risk of serious
accidents for local commuters.Serious Ques-
tions RaisedThe alleged scale of the opera-
tion has prompted several questions
regarding enforcement and accountability:If
hundreds of overloaded tractors are operating
daily, why have the local police and Mining
Department's flying squads failed to stop

them?Despite previous raids and complaints,
how has the alleged illegal mining resumed
so quickly? Are influential individuals or po-
litical patrons protecting those involved?Con-
tinuous sand excavation near the foundations
of Sihod Bridge has reportedly raised con-

cerns about the bridge's structural safety. If
heavy monsoon flows trigger a structural fail-
ure, who will be held accountable?Public
Anger GrowingResidents claim that repeated
written and verbal complaints have failed to
produce any meaningful action. Frustrated by
the continued inaction, locals have warned
that they may launch a public agitation if au-
thorities do not immediately crack down on
the alleged illegal mining network and seize
the vehicles involved.Attention is now fo-
cused on the Chhota Udepur district admin-
istration and senior authorities in
Gandhinagar to determine whether decisive
action will finally be taken against what res-
idents describe as a well-organized illegal
sand mining racket.

Sand Mafia Operates Fearlessly Beneath Sihod
Bridge Amid Alleged Administrative Nexus

Open Plunder of 'Yellow Gold' on Pavi Jetpur Riverbank
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b e t w e e n  l e g a l  p r o t e c t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  THE rescue of 28 Soliga tribals, including 
implementation on the ground. India has a robust children, from a brick-kiln in Mysuru is grim 
legal framework to combat bonded labour. Rescue evidence that bonded labour remains a 
operations are essential. But the deeper challenge reality in India despite being outlawed nearly 
lies in ensuring rehabilitation, livelihood support five decades ago. Families were trapped by 
and access to social security so that vulnerable small advances, years of underpaid labour 
families are not forced back into the same and a cycle of debt that effectively robbed 
conditions.them of their freedom. What makes the 
Equally important is stricter monitoring of high-episode particularly troubling is that it 
risk industries and swift prosecution of offenders. involved a vulnerable tribal community. 
Unless employers who profit from bonded labour Poverty, illiteracy, landlessness and lack of 
face meaningful consequences, the practice will access to formal credit often leave such 
continue in new forms. The freedom of rescued groups at the mercy of labour contractors. A 
workers must not end with their release. For a modest advance meant to tide a family over 
nation committed to Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas and difficult times can quickly become an 
aspiring to become Viksit Bharat, the continued instrument of coercion.The Mysuru case is 
existence of debt bondage is a stark contradiction. not isolated. Similar rescues have been 
Inclusive development must be judged by how reported from Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and 

arrangements that frequently evade scrutiny. The effectively the most vulnerable citizens are protected other states in recent months. Brick-kilns, construction 
persistence of such practices exposes a serious gap from exploitation.sites and small factories rely on informal labour 

Proem on being and 
nothingness

The Sarna code conundrum

Debt bondage : Those freed must be rehabilitated, supported

Saai Sudharsan Sathiyamoorthy

It takes a special kind of ignorance to prance about 
and pontificate on the nature of being in 2026. To 
many, the word belongs in the museum—an 
ontological artefact that always says less than it 
means and means less than it suggests. And they 
may be right; the unshaken heart of well-rounded 
reality remained paradoxical even to the likes of 
Parmenides of ancient Greece.Ultimately, what 
logic proves and what we humans experience are 
often separated by a deep chasm: what is is, for it is 
to be, but nothing it can be. For the best part, our 
perception is equally incapable of seeing this 
nothing (or néant) as it is of the infinite that 
swallows us up. Yet, it is precisely now—when 
algorithms compose music, create art, conduct 
research and murmur love into the ears of the 
lonely and desolate—that the topic becomes 
inevitable as it is pertinent. Starting a conversation 
with a chatbot is familiar and strange at once. It 
dehumanises intelligence into a statistical 
compression of how one talks rather than converse. 
It imitates and reiterates rather than self-realising. 
It processes data and patterns rather than 
understanding. Ultimately, artificial intelligence is 
a product of human intelligence, yet not a reflection 
of human conscience.It has also brought us with it a 
promethean shame, a humiliation born out of our 
collective imagination’s failure to grasp the 
enormity of what we have set in motion. And it may 
well be the second invention in our history whose 
e f f e c t s  h a v e  e x c e e d e d  h u m a n  
imagination—second only to the atom bomb. 
A I  r e p r e s e n t s  a  f o r m  o f  t e r t i a r y  
retention—arguably the most powerful exosomatic 
memory of our collective species, an involuntary 
appropriation of everything known, accelerated 
and crested to compete with our decaying somatic 
natural memory. And as with every technological 
advancement, it is both a poison and a cure, an 
enabler of our faculties as well as a source of the 
inevitable atrophy that is to follow. Like writing, it 
enables memory yet degrades natural memory. It is 
a pharmakon that ultimately substitutes human 
judgement and creativity with algorithmic output, 
yet it possesses the same plasticity that our brains 
do—the ability or intelligence that transforms, 
reforms and morphs with training.
While this plasticity enables AI to create seemingly 
original output, the ultimate result has no real 
author but only prompts and the training set. The 
output, as recent experiments have shown, even if 
almost indistinguishable from a human’s work, is 
nothing but an unoriginal regurgitation of the 
training data, devoid of the aesthetic soul and 
meaning animating the experience of the output.
Take the case of art. What is generated by AI may 
end up being competent—even great—novels, 
paintings or music. But as we have come to learn, 
the experience of any art today leaves the audience 
with a sense of unease—a negative bias born out of 
scepticism. The death of the author is the moment 
when the audience acutely feels the loss of the 
author. It is only through the experience of 
authorless art that the audience learns what 
authorship entails and evokes. Once experienced, 
the longing for the aura of the artist never 
eviscerates.Put in another way, while existence 
precedes essence, once the truth of existence is 
revealed, we humans keenly observe how any type 
of meaning becomes articulated and every act of 
consciousness occurs and that our presence in the 
world multiplies relations, manifests a world of 
meaning.From this perspective, AI is a mode of 
revealing, a poiesis, a way the world appears and 
manifests. And like many products of modern 
technology, it is transformational—the rivers 
become hydroelectric resources, Earth becomes 
coal reserves and humans become human 
resources. Trained on the totality of digitised 
human knowledge, humans have effectively 
become training data, a value to be prescribed in the 
form of the next node for prediction. The cycle is 
kept going with little friction and we, having 
become information organisms, chime along, 
comfortable and away from the authentic.

Creation and maintenance of  pedestrian infrastructure should receive top priority

Air Marshal Amit Tiwari Retd

Two recent political events attracted public 
attention towards the demands of the 
indigenous communities. One, on May 3, just a 
day before the first phase of Census 2027 
began, Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant 
Soren wrote to the President, Prime Minister 
and Jharkhand Governor,urging them to 
introduce a separate religion code by the name 
of 'Sarna' in Census 2027. In November, 2020 
such a proposal was passed in the Jharkhand 
Legislative Assembly. Two, tribals got irked 
with Home Minister Amit Shah who addressed 
the Adivasis as 'Vanvasis' from the platform of 
Janjati Suraksha Manch last month. With the 
population enumeration phase of Census 2027 
set in February next year, demands are being 
raised from Adivasi organisations for a 
separate religion code by the name of 
'Sarna'.As per the orders of the Census 
conducted in the year 2001 and 2011, religions 
- Hindu, Muslim, Christianity, Buddhism, Sikh 
and Jainism were given a code from one to six. 
It was written in it that for 'other religions', the 
name of the religion may be written but no 
separate code number shall be allotted to them. 
However, a look into the history of Census 
reveals that tribals had a different code in the 
census from 1871 to 1951 under the title 
'Aboriginals' and 'Tribe'. Later, these titles 
were removed and 'Others' was inserted. In the 
Census 2027, the category 'Others' has been 
removed which means that tribals may be 
forced to categorise themselves amongst one 
of the six religious categories. This, they 

on Rights of Indigenous People states that 'Indigenous themselves under the Sarna Dharma? For example, the believe, will directly impact their religious 
peoples and individuals have the right not to be subjected Gond tribe has its own Gondi religion and its deity is identity.
to forced assimilation or destruction of their culture'. The Bada Dev. Similarly, South Indian tribes have their own It is important to understand that Sarna Dharma is not a 
moot question is how far does the government's denial to religion. A serious question may arise for the Census monolithic religion but a collection of diverse indigenous 
allot a separate religion code to Adivasis align with the Commissioner of India about whether to categorise the belief systems and practices that are deeply rooted in the 
provisions of the UN Declaration? tribals demanding the Sarna religion under the 'Sarna' cultural and spiritual heritage of different Adivasi 

title and give them a separate code or bring the entire Members of several tribal bodies from Jharkhand, communities. Most indigenous people claim to be nature 
tribal community under the ambit of Sarna Dharma. If the Odisha, West Bengal, Chattisgarh, Bihar and Assam took worshippers and are not Hindus, Muslims or Christians. 
former is agreed upon, it will give rise to the demand for part in the Maharally under the banner of the Rashtriya Over fifty lakh tribal people in the entire country had put 
varied tribal religion codes as per the beliefs of the Adivasi Samaj Sarna Dharma Raksha Abhiyan. More their religion as 'Sarna' in the 2011 census although it was 
communities in different states. If the latter is accepted, than a hundred people from neighbouring Nepal joined it not a code. Votaries for the separate code allege that in the 
then tribals from some states might refuse to categorise to extend their support. A resolution was passed in the 2027 census, the Adivasis are being strategically put in 
themselves under the Sarna Dharma code. One of the West Bengal Assembly in 2023 and sent for the Centre's the column of Hindus. A section of the Adivasis are 
solutions that could be thought over is to reinstall the approval. Odisha, Chattisgarh, Bihar and Assam are also demanding delisting from the Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
religious category or separate code that was given to the preparing to send similar proposals to the Centre.What category of those who have converted to Islam or 
tribals in the census 1951 as 'Tribe'.about those tribals who would not like to categorise Christianity.Article 8 of the United Nations Declaration 

Demands are being raised by Adivasi organisations for a separate religion code, Sarna

walking, and forcing more people to prefer motor vehicles lifestyle have been recognised among the key risk factors greenhouse gas emissions, besides improving public Sukirat
even to access public transport. for a range of non-communicable diseases like diabetes, health and saving money for residents.

hypertension, heart disease, stroke and cancer. The WHO The key reason for the apathy and neglect towards Anyone using public transport walks at least four times a IN a landmark ruling, the Supreme Court (SC) has 
prescribes 20-30 minutes of brisk walking, along with walkers is the lack of dedicated policies to promote day, provided safe and adequate walking infrastructure is declared that the right to walk on demarcated footpaths is 
cycling, as the best way to remain physically active. walking at the national, state and city levels. available. The study, done in Chennai, found that 4,200-a fundamental right of citizens. It is covered under the 
Investing in policies to promote walking can also 12,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide-equivalent greenhouse Hardly any Indian city has a walkability plan or a right to life and the right to free movement. The SC has 
contribute directly to achieving many of the 2030 gas emissions were prevented annually due to pedestrian policy. Since there are no specific policies, observed, “If a road exists, there must then be a duty to 

improvements in footpaths. This was equivalent there are no agencies specifically in charge of ensure that a footpath is maintained for walkers.”
to taking 1,000-2,900 cars off the road for one footpaths or budgetary allocation for pedestrian It is the duty of urban development agencies, 
year.infrastructure. State agencies like the Roads and municipalities and panchayats to demarcate, construct, 

Bridges Department, which construct roads, regard In every discussion on footpaths, the question of maintain and safeguard footpaths for pedestrians, 
developing and maintaining footpaths as the encroachment by vendors invariably crops up. according to the apex court. This is perhaps the most 
responsibility of the city corporation, and vice The SC as well as the government have dealt unequivocal ruling on the rights of walkers delivered by 
versa.In any case, urban transport involves multiple with this question in the past. The Court had an Indian court.The ruling is timely and welcome as it 
agencies working at cross-purposes or blaming each observed that pedestrians and vendors can co-comes at a time when public policies are geared to the 
other. There are no policy and programmatic linkages exist if vending is properly regulated. After all, development of urban infrastructure – city roads and 
between transport planning and walkability. Long- vendors make available vegetables, fruits and highways, flyovers, subways and so on. The 
term city master plans often overlook walkability other items of daily use which people can buy infrastructure designed for motorised transport is 
requirements while suggesting high capital-intensive while they walk to work or home.projected as a symbol of development.On the other hand, 
transport plans. Even when funds are allocated, they The 2004 National Policy on Urban Street creating or improving pedestrian infrastructure is not 
are used for the construction of badly designed and Vendors (amended in 2009) proposed the considered headline-grabbing work. Existing footpaths in 
fancy-looking overhead crossings or foot creation of three zones — restriction-free Indian cities are hardly walkable. They are broken and 
overbridges. vending, restricted vending and no-vending on obstructed, ill-designed and unfriendly to the elderly and 
Wherever pedestrian infrastructure is developed, it is footpaths — taking into consideration factors generally unsafe for walkers, as shown by several 
designed with the mindset of car or two-wheeler users. such as traffic congestion and demand patterns. walkability surveys done in cities and towns by 
Pedestrians need not traverse the same linear path or In addition to street vendors, footpaths are also government agencies and civil society groups.
take the long routes taken by motor vehicles. This encroached upon by shopkeepers as an Faulty public policies are to blame for the sorry state of 
would mean that pedestrian pathways need not be extension of their shops and homeowners for footpaths in Indian cities. The National Urban Transport 
only along roads. For instance, a short pedestrian parking and developing gardens on public Policy adopted in 2006 had made a grand declaration that Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). For this, the 
pathway can be designed to connect two adjoining spaces in residential olonies.“people occupy centre stage in our cities and all plans health agency has recommended policy actions to enable 
localities instead of forcing walkers to take the same route The SC ruling has provided an opportunity to review would be for their common benefit and well-being.” and promote walking, cycling and the use of public 
as motor vehicles. policies and programmes concerning footpaths and plug However, the actions, urban programmes and investments transport, based on the principles of safe, universal and 
Walking is not just a fundamental right of citizens, as the gaps to ensure fair use of road space. The creation and that followed this policy have done the opposite — giving equitable access by people of all ages and abilities.
defined by the Supreme Court, but also good for human maintenance of pedestrian and cycling infrastructure primacy to motorised transport.The policies continue to Walking is also a form of climate action. A study by the 
and planetary health. For several years now, the World should receive top priority in Indian cities and towns as address the demand for more and better road space for Institute for Transport and Development Policy has 
Health Organisation (WHO) has advocated the health well as villages along national highways. It is a matter of personal transport vehicles, parking spaces for cars and shown that improved footpaths and walking 
benefits of walking. Physical inactivity and a sedentary public safety, public health, climate and equity.two-wheelers by encroaching upon space meant for infrastructure are a cost-effective means to mitigate 

Let walkers have their way

Unless employers who profit from bonded labour face meaningful consequences, the practice will continue in new forms
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How to style 
your old 

lampshade
You love your lampshade but it's been in your 
room for too long. You don't want to part with it or 
replace it. But you also want something new. What 
do you do? Change the colour of the shade into 
striking neon. Print your favourite quote or song 
lyrics on a cloth and make it into a shade.
Reinventing the lampshade is the quickest way to 
preserve the old, yet get a new look. Be it shape, 
colour, texture - lamps can add aesthetics to any 
room.These days, people are joining lampshade-
making classes, where they are encouraged to 
create pieces of artwork on paper, and then 
convert it into a shade. Making a lampshade 
requires a suitable fabric, a wire frame and panels. 
Says lamp designer Natasha Wadhwa, "Look for 
unusual Japanese or Chinese silk patterns, 
paisleys, funky tassles, new material to give your 
shades your signature style. I use buttons, vintage 
zari, and floral pins on my lamps. If you want to be 
eco-friendly, go for paper lanterns, or edgy 
bamboo lamps."

Use old scrap for chic 

There's more you can do with your interiors; use 
old scrap to make pretty home decor itemas. 

ashok kumar mudetiya tells you how...

InteriorsInteriors

We have moved into an era where all 
people can think is about going green. 
Recycling is passe. The trend that has 
made a buzz now is upcycling, that is, 
reusing vintage products such that you 
can make it into something of a higher 
value.
Basically, it is about using products for a 
little more time before there is place in 
the landfill so it can be discarded. 
Though greentailing is not all that hyped 
up in India as it is abroad, it sure has 
grabbed many an eyeball. Gone are the 
days, when all that youth could think of 
is draining their brains. A lot of our 
youngsters are making a business out of 
recycling and well, what's better when 
you can both make money and tell 
mother nature that you care.
Upcycling, like mentioned earlier, is 
quite a rage in the West, especially when 
it comes to home decor. But fret not! For 
all of you who like trying out and 
customising goods at home, here are 
some fun ideas for you to try out 

Ideas 
Decoration

 Rearrange the furniture: Pull your furniture 
away from the walls. Try positioning it at 
intriguing angles. Arranging the sofa diagonally 
across the narrow living room will make the 
room look wider and provide a warm, inviting 
layout. 

- Paint, paint, and clean: You will be 
surprised by what a coat of new paint or cleaning 
your existing mouldings and doors will do to 
any room, or to your entire house. Don't forget 
baseboards, mouldings and doors. Find new 
colours and useful utensils at your local home 
improvement store. 

-Paint a wall: Paint one wall with your 

favourite colour and make it the focal point. 
Hang interesting art on that wall and move a 
nice piece of furniture there. 

- Bring in plants : Greenery always adds a 
breath of fresh air to a room. If you don't have a 
green thumb, try silk plants and trees. The 
quality is so good that it's hard to distinguish 
them from the real thing. 

- Toss in colour : Bright colours and good 
lighting work together produces instant 
cheerfulness. 

- Ladle on the light : One of the most 
important things is to have all the natural light 
you possibly can. People respond very well to 

Not all home 
decorating ideas 
require a heavy 
investment of time 
and money. If you're 
looking for a few 
affordable home 
interior decorating 
ideas to freshen up a 
room over a 
weekend, Make your 
home distinct with 

these little 
accent

for perfect home 

light. 
- Dress up : Creative use of mouldings, 

fabrics, even paint will do magic around your 
doors and windows. You will find them in wood 
or synthetic at your home improvement store. 

- Hang pictures or a mirror : Hang pictures 
that reflect your personality. Try frames that are 
more ornate. When hanging a mirror, try and 
position it so that it reflects and nice view or an 
interesting architectural element. 

- Do not clutter : Clutter always works 
against you. Keep it simple. Add vertical space 
with shelves or bookcases in closets or other 
areas to minimise cluttering as much as 
possible. 

- Lay an area 
rug : An area rug 
is a wonderful way 
o f  d e f i n i n g  a  
conversation area. Try one 
that complements the room. Lay it 
at an angle beneath your coffee table. 

- Group figurines : Pull out your favourite 
collectibles. Show off your personality. Find 
a display area and group related objects 
together, in sets of three or five. Try and vary 
the shapes. 

- Add a throw or Afghan : Similar to 
decorative pillows, throws and Afghans add 
texture to your furniture. They come in all 
kinds of natural and man made fabrics. Find a 
pattern and style that you like. 

- Replace lamps : Lamps are probably the 
one thing in your home that will give others a 
clue that your room is outdated. Seek out new 
and fresh lamps that make a statement. 

- Add decorative pillows : The good news 
about decorative pillows is that they are an 
easy way to add textures and patterns to a 
room. Still better, they can be changed to jazz 
up a sofa or chair before your room is ready 
for a major makeover. 

- Add candles/candle holders : This is 

always a winner. 
If you have some 

intriguing candle holders, 
try those. Use at least two candle 

holders for balance. 
- Display a figurine or sculpture : Any 

eye-catching sculpture or figurine will make 
a wonderful statement as well as a 
conversation piece. 

- Display books : Display a few hardcover 
books that are interesting and have covers 
which tie into your decor colour scheme. 
Preferably, the books should be the larger 
versions, but should not be too thick. 

- Display pottery : Earthy and warm, 
pottery makes a great addition to your 
interior decor. 

- Display straw baskets : Similar to 
pottery, straw baskets add charm and warmth 
to your home. 

- Use a decorative screen : A decorative 
screen makes an excellent backdrop in any 
room. It adds dimension and texture. 

If your room is decoratively challenged, 
try some of these ideas to add life to your 
interiors.

yourself at home:
1. Bind your old hard cover books together (side by 
side), such that it looks like a plank. You can use this 
as a book shelf and place them on your wall. This is 
a funky way of upcycling.
2. To get that rustic look, you can use cane sieves 
(the ones with which your moms and mom-in-laws 
sieve rice in) to make it into a photo-frame. How? 
Well, just paint them in funkyways, give them 
different strokes with different hues and you can 
paste your photographs on them before placing 
them on the wall. You could also make a photo wall, 
by placing many sieves in different angles (like if 
you place one horizontally, place the other 
vertically and otherwise).
3. Use your old coasters as a wall hanging. Use 
colourful ribbons or threads to tie up the coasters 
after they're painted in your style, and then place 
them on your wall. You could do the same with your 
tea sieves, by painting them up and hanging them on 
the wall.
4. Radhika Khaitan, who is an upcycler herself, says 
you can use old baked beans tins, or beer bottle tins 
in many ways. 
Clean the tins up 
and paint it to use it 
as a flower vase. 
She also says that 
you can stack many 
a  n e w s p a p e r  
together, glue them 
up together and cut 
them such that they 
m a k e  p r e t t y  
coaster.
5. Take small boxes, glue up your favourite 
magazine articles on them, and also sequence the 
edges to use it as a showpiece for your desk.6. 
Another upcycler, Suren Vikhash U says, "You can 
use tetra pack containers to make pen stands by 
cutting them partially in the middle. This is a good 
and easy way to upcycle."7. Use your old cartons 
and boxes, paint them or cover them up with 
colourful paper, place sequins on them, and use the 
end-product as a magazine or newspaper 
holder.These are just some simple methods you can 
use to make your home decor look both classy and 
eco-friendly.Well, there are a lot more ways to do 
the same and customise your home decor according 
to your personal style. After all, your home should 
reflect your personality and what better way to do 
up your interiors your way.
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Smart storage under 

Staircase
The space below 

the staircase can 

be utilised for 

storage or as a 

display area 

maximising 

space with smart 

ideas that are in 

novative and 

useful is what 

homemakers are 

looking for these 

days.

However, finding 
a solution that 
is utilitarian 
and attractive 
becomes an  
i n t e r e s t i n g  
challenge. Most 
furniture these 
days is modular, 
incorpora t ing  
some s torage  
f a c i l i t y  t o  
maximise utility. 
Beds and sofas 
come with storage. 
Wood chests, apart 
f r o m  b e i n g  
decorative, allow 
you to store trinkets. 
Study tables come 
with cubbyholes and 
shelves for added 

storage.
Another alternative to maximise storage 
that will not bring in new furniture is the 
creation of storage in an odd space in the 
home, such as the area below the 
staircase.

ALCOVE
M a n y  h o m e  
o w n e r s  a r e  
e f f i c i e n t l y  
utilising the space 
below the staircase 
and some of the 
space abutting the 
staircase to create an 
alcove. The area 
beneath the staircase 
is quite valuable when 
space is at a premium. 
There are many ideas 
on how to make the 
most of this otherwise 
lost space.

TV CABINET
We could all use some 
extra storage space and 
the space under the stairs 
could be ideal for a variety 
of storage needs. This space 
can be used for concealed 
storage or for housing a TV 
c a b i n e t  i f  

need be. Both are extremely practical and 
good options that are seen in most homes.

BUILT-IN SHELVES
If the staircase has a high intermediate 
landing, then the space below can be 
considered for shelving. Built-in storage with 
shelves and drawers that will take care of the 

oddest cranny is the most basic way to utilise 
the space. For convenience, two cupboards can 
be built and the one with the highest point can 
be used to store unwieldy long coats or sports 
equipment such as golf clubs and cricket 
bats.All other knickknacks can be stored in the 
various drawers and shelves in the re maining 
space. This idea works well when the stairwell 
runs behind a door or if the staircase is in a small 
area.
NOOK TO RELAX IN
Having bookcases under the staircase are a 
good way to use space that would otherwise be 
wasted. Besides, you can also consider creating 
a niche activity space under the stairs. If your 
staircase faces the living room, you could have 
a music area or a bar. It can be a small home 
office, or even a small hobby or craft room.
If your staircase is located close to the utility 
area, it could serve as a convenient location for 
a small laundry room.If your staircase runs 
down into the front hallway, the area beneath 
could house a shoe rack. If it goes up to the 

bedroom, you could have a mini cabinet or a 
wardrobe under the stairs.

STORAGE FOR TOYS
It could also serve as an efficient toy storage 
area for your children. For a toy storage area, 
find baskets, plastic tubs or bins of different 
sizes and then design shelving of different 
heights and widths to accommodate them.
Ensure that these storage spaces are both 
attractive and easy to access. It can be simply 
shelved out and left open, or covered as a com 
en, or covered as a complete cupboard.

KITCHEN CABINETRY
If the staircase is in the dining room, consider 
having a superior quality wine storage cabinet 
below the stairs. Neat wood racks meant for 
wine bottles along with a temperature control 
mechanism will occupy little space as opposed 
to making a separate wine cellar. Smart 
shutters with glass can let you have a good 
view of your wine collection.

How to maximize your

Space at homeSpace at home
When there is no room to spare, maximizing the 

potential of every inch becomes critical. Ajit 

Chellapan, of Gimi, India, shares some tips...

Small spaces can be quite cozy, but 
squeezing-in is often challenging. When 
you're pressed for space, the "pile" can be 
your worst enemy. When there is no room to 
spare, maximizing the potential of every 
inch becomes critical. This is typically seen 
in a family setting where it is challenging to 
find space in a small house or an apartment 
thus being a major cause of concern. Due to 
this constraint a lot of things are usually 

dropped. The only solution to save space is 
being 'Creative'.

 Since storage space is 

at a premium in smaller homes, being creative 
is an important part which will help in 
designing the minimum space at your home. 
You can opt for minimalism concept as well. 
Minimalistic design is softer, more personal 
and easier to live with. Generally in a 
minimalist design, only the most essential 

Most Essential:

elements are taken into consideration for 
people whose main focus is the functioning 
of their home. Apart from that, the clean look 
of modern interiors make homeowners love 
this type of concept which is clutter free and 
stress free. Untapped accommodation space 
under the staircase, wall mounted cabinets, 
can also help in storing most of the items 
which helps in saving space. Using of 
compact home utility products also provides 
a perfect solution for making your homes 
look clutter and stress free.

 Innovation 

and technology plays a major role. Most of 
the products available in the market today are 
driven by innovation and backed with 
technology. For example, with the advent of 
Nytrogen technology (originated in Italy) 
uses Nitrogen that is blowed into the 
pipes/handles of the product at a very low 
temperature (-20 degrees) during the 
injection phase to empty the closed cavities 
from the inside making them exceptionally 
resistance to bending and twisting making 
the products long lasting. This type of 
technology is used in products such as 
balcony cloth dryer, ironing boards etc. This 

Role of Technology:

makes the product not only strong but 
also makes the product sturdy.

 Technology 

has come a long way over the last several 
years. Keeping updated with the latest 
advances is a great way to save space. 
Today we have table top ironing boards 
which are portable to carry even when 
you're on a vacation! It's light and 
compact and can be kept inside your 
suitcase as well. This type of ironing 
board helps you to re-iron you're already 
ironed clothes sitting anywhere in your 
home or even your hotel rooms. Balcony 
cloth dryers have also become a popular 
choice today among homemakers for its 
compact user friendly design that helps 
in drying your cloths outside/inside your 

Latest Advances:

balcony with ease. To save space, use 
stackable appliances where possible. 
New designs for home appliances, such 
as washers, dryers and iron boards and 
take up less room in your home.

Once all the initial 

arrangements in a house are made, it 
does become difficult after some time to 
accommodate more items with time 
Hence sleek, elegant and compact home 
utility products are in more demand for 
their innovative design module. Look for 
pieces that are multi-functional or 
adjustable, such as a dining room table 
with expanding leaves or for two in-one 
sofa cum bed sets to avoid clutter inside 
the house.

Avoid Clutter: 

How to maximize your

Choosing 
the best 
kitchen

The present-day women choose their kitchens 
according to their own likes and conveniences, 
rather than picking what is trending in the 
market spaces Interior design is the wishful 
thinking for a beautiful living. 
People spend more than half of our lives 
indoors. It is said `home is where heart is'. It 
definitely is a very true saying. Indoors refer to 
a house, which can be a bedroom kitchen flat, a 
studio apartment or a bungalow. The place 
where we stay is a major asset for us. It 
provides us security, a sound sleep, area to cook 
food, and most importantly, peace of mind.
PERCEPTION MATTERS
For every individual, the way of living is 
distinct, they may be living alone, in a nuclear 
family or a joint family. The more the number 
of people in the house, the more diversified is 
the way and need of living, some may want to 
apportion the drawing and living rooms, some 
may want to keep it as an elementary seating. 
Some may like their kitchens to be closed and 
walled well, some may like it open and 

connected to the dining area; some may build 
a beautiful temple, some may have just an 
idol; some may like it centrally air 
conditioned, whereas others may decide 
how to place it manually.
WOMEN DECIDE
Gone are the times where everything was 
accepted. The women, today, customise 
their bedrooms, their verandah, and the 
kitchen. The kitchen truly is the heart of 
the home and social gatherings.
THE TEMPLE OF FOOD
Kitchen designs are of various types. 
The one wall style, which is generally 
opted in for service or studio 
apartments, offers to save as much 
space as possible. The galley style, 
which is a walk-through kitchen, is 
designed with two walls opposite to 
each other utilising every inch of 
space. The L-shaped kitchen, which 

is designed basically for mediumsized kitchens, 
offers as much as workspace as possible. 
Likewise, the horseshoe or the U-shaped 
kitchen has three walls and the island (platform) 
in a similar shape, so that more than one person 
can work comfortably in the kitchen at the same 
time.
Few housewives who either have redone and 
renovated their kitchen, or have designed it the 
way they want it in a newly-bought house, have 
many common and related ideologies of 
designing a kitchen as a bright and a welllit 
space, have proper ventilation, lots of room for 
storage. Some of them had Indian conventional 
style of cooking.
Narendra Kaur Bagga, a housewife, says, "I 
have seen how trends change, but in my 
kitchen, I feel connected to the house, talking to 
my husband becomes easier while I cook and I 
can serve easily. Also, I can attend guests 
simultaneously, take a peep on what is going on 
the television, I do not have a door to my 
kitchen, it is open."
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EPFO 3.0 will be rolled out soon. Under this 
improved service which will enable quick 
withdrawal of EPF money, EPFO subscribers 
will be able to withdraw their PF funds 
through ATM cards and UPI. This is an 
upgrade that the government has promised 
last year.

New Delhi.(Agency) seen as a major global challenge, as India is the world’s second-largest 
declarants must track the embedded producer of both crude steel and primary The Centre is working on a scheme to 
emissions of their goods, including aluminium.absorb 90% of the compliance cost borne 
direct emissions and, for certain sectors by micro, small, and medium enterprises Steeper challenge for MSMEs

(MSMEs) to help soften the An Indian exporter is required to 
disproportionate impact of the submit CBAM certificates that 
Carbon  Border  Adjus tment  correspond to the total embedded 
Mechanism (CBAM) compliance emissions. The regulation becomes 
burden imposed by the European a major challenge for MSMEs as 
Union, The Indian Express has the EU says that if exporters are 
learnt. unable to provide actual data, 
India’s efforts to secure aconcession importers must use “default 
for  i ts  smal l  industr ies  in  values” provided by the European 
negotiations with developed Commission. The default values 
countries have not worked, and the for  CBAM goods have to 
industry has been seeking assistance be increased by a proportionately 
to meet the steep annual compliance designed percentage ‘mark-up’ in 

such as cement and fertilisers, indirect costs due to the imposition of the EU’s their value.
emissions. Industry sources said that the carbon tax since January 1, 2026.The “ T h e s e  m a r k - u p s  a r e  1 0 %  i n  
compliance cost for each MSME unit to UK too has plans to impose its version of 2026, 20% in 2027, and 30% from 2028 
meet the requirement under carbon tax CBAM from 2027. CBAM is an EU onwards. Default values, including 
alone is Rs 15 lakh to 20 lakh and that policy designed to put a price on the mark-up, have been determined to 
they do not have the wherewithal to carbon emitted during the production of ensure that embedded emissions are not 
report the number of data points sought carbon-intensive goods that are entering underestimated when applying default 
under the regulation by the EU.the EU.Complying with the regulation is values,” the regulation said.

EPFO 3.0: Will you be given an ATM 
card to withdraw EPF funds quickly?

SCSS, bank FD or RBI floating rate bond: 
Which generates higher returns for you?

Buying a flat or a house? Know the hidden 
costs in real estate budgeting from this expert

New Delhi.(Agency)
Most of India's planned renewable energy projects 
could face serious climate risks by 2030, according 
to a Zurich Group report. However, because many 
of these projects are still in the planning or 
construction stage, there is still time to make them 
more resilient before they are completed.
The report studied 871 planned renewable energy 
sites across ten states, with a combined capacity of 
about 267 GW. It found that 90 per cent of these 
sites face high or critical physical climate risk by 
2030, while "66 per cent are rated critical by 
2030.""That is not a reason for alarm; it is a reason 
to act now," the report added, noting that many of 
these projects are still at the planning or 
construction stage, when resilience measures can 
be incorporated at the lowest cost.Solar projects 
account for the biggest share of the planned 
capacity. Of the sites assessed, 593 are solar 
projects with a combined capacity of 182,286 MW, 
making up "nearly 70 per cent of total assessed 
capacity."The remaining pipeline includes 230 
wind projects with a capacity of 44,177 MW and 48 
hydropower projects adding 40,188 MW. While 
hydropower accounts for the fewest sites, the report 
said it "carries disproportionately high financial 
exposure due to the capital intensity of this type of 
civil infrastructure."The study identifies tornadoes, 
wildfires, floods and hailstorms as the principal 
hazards affecting renewable energy assets. In the 
case of solar farms, "hail creates both direct visible 
damage -- shattering glass layers -- and hidden 
defects that degrade performance over time and 
only appear later through reduced output."For wind 
energy projects, the report points to "extreme wind 
events, flooding and the wider consequences of 
intensifying monsoon and cyclone patterns." 
Hydropower projects, meanwhile, "increasingly 
depends on recognising that historical hydrology is 
a weak guide to future performance."To reduce 
future losses, Zurich recommends mandatory 
climate risk screening during the planning stage, 
prioritising stress tests for the most vulnerable 
assets, integrating hazard-specific resilience into 
procurement, viewing system resilience as part of 
asset resilience, and using resilience quantification 
to unlock capital.According to the report, "an 
indicative resilience investment of around 2 per 
cent of CAPEX could reduce severe-loss exposure 
by as much as 75 per cent," resulting in "an avoided-
loss multiple of approximately 38x."A case study 
cited in the report showed that a 2.5 GW solar 
project without resilience measures faced a Value at 
Risk of "approximately USD 178.5 million.

90% of  India's planned 
renewable projects face 

climate risk. Here's how to 
build them saferlarge number of people will be benefitted their available balance to their linked 

if the EPFO funds are available in a ziffy. bank account. However, details 
regarding withdrawal limits, eligibility, Ceiling of withdrawal?
and procedures will only be clear after The EPFO ??has not yet announced any 
the EPFO ??comes out with the specific withdrawal limits for UPI or 
guidelines.ATMs. Therefore, it is assumed that the 

Will EPFO issue a separate 
ATM card?
The most significant feature of 
EPFO ??3.0 is the widely-talked 
about feature of an EPF-linked 
ATM card. According to media 
reports, the EPFO ??may Kolkata.(Agency)
provide its members with a  The launch of much-discussed and 
special ATM card that will allow much-awaited EPFO 3.0 is drawing near. 
them to withdraw eligible funds The Employees’ Provident Fund 
directly from an ATM. It will Organisation (EPFO) is preparing to 
look just like a normal debit launch EPFO ??3.0 soon. With the 
card. At one stroke, this feature implementation of this new digital 
will eliminate the lengthy claim platform, members will be able to existing EPF withdrawal rules will 

process and provide members with withdraw money from their PF accounts remain in effect. Under current rules, 
immediate access to funds when needed. faster than ever before through UPI and eligible members can withdraw up to 
However, the EPFO ??has not yet issued ATMs. However, the biggest question is 75% of their PF balance, depending on 
an official notification regarding the how much can be withdrawn at a time their needs and the specified conditions. 
issuance of a separate ATM card. and will a separate ATM card be Several media reports claim that under 
Therefore, for now, this is only being available for this? EPFO has more than 7 EPFO ??3.0, eligible members will also 
considered as a proposed feature.crore active members, and therefore, a be able to instantly transfer up to 75% of 

New Delhi.(Agency)
AI-driven cybersecurity firm Kratikal Tech Ltd will 
launch the Rs 39.7-crore initial public offering (IPO) 
for public subscription on June 30.The three-day issue, 
which will close on July 2, is entirely a fresh issue of up 
to 29.4 lakh equity shares. The anchor portion will 
open for a day on June 29, the company said in a 
statement.
The company has fixed a price band at Rs 128-135 per 
share. Its shares will be listed on the BSE SME with a 
tentative listing date fixed as July 7, it added.The IPO 
proceeds will be used for investments in its 
subsidiaries - Threatcop FZ LLC, UAE, and Threatcop 
AI Inc, USA - towards sales and marketing activities 
and workforce expansion, besides funding product 
development and meeting general corporate 
requirements.The proceeds from the issue will enable 
us to accelerate our global expansion, strengthen our 
product portfolio, invest in innovation, and further 
enhance our sales, marketing, and talent capabilities 
across key markets," Pavan Kumar, Chairman, MD & 
CEO of Kratikal Tech Ltd, said.
Kratikal Tech operates an AI-driven Software-as-a-
Service (SaaS) cybersecurity platform and serves 
more than 677 clients through its People Security 
Management platform, Threatcop, and technology and 
process security solutions under the Kratikal brand. 
For FY26, the company reported revenue of Rs 36.72 
crore and profit after tax of Rs 6.14 crore.

New Delhi.(Agency)
Summer is here and the season has brought cheers for 
some while chills for others. Beverages, dairy and ice 
cream continued to fly off the shelves during the June 
quarter, air-conditioner makers saw demand lose steam 
amid unseasonal weather and higher prices.
Industry executives said that products linked to 
refreshment, hydration and impulse buying continued 
to perform well, but cooling appliances, particularly air 
conditioners, failed to see the usual seasonal demand.
Godrej Enterprises Group Business Head and EVP 
(Appliances Business) Kamal Nandi told PTI that 
performance differed across appliance categories. 
While refrigerators continued to witness robust 
demand across both premium and mass-market 
segments, washing machine sales have started 
i m p r o v i n g  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  
monsoon."Refrigerator is doing very well, and demand 
is high both for mass and premium segments. Washing 
machine demand is also picking up as we are entering 
the monsoon season," Nandi told .Air conditioners, 
however, are feeling the heat."June across the country, 
including north India, AC sales have gone down. At an 
industry level, sales have declined," he said.Nandi said 
changing weather patterns, including thunderstorms 
and cooler evenings across several regions, reduced the 
need for air conditioning. He also pointed to 
inflationary pressures, which have led many 
consumers to postpone discretionary purchases.A 
senior executive from a leading room air-conditioner 
brand, who did not wish to be named, also described 
the season as weaker than expected."The season was 
not so good, especially in June. However, on a year-to-
date basis, the industry has still reported value growth 
of around 35 per cent, aided by higher prices and 
premiumisation," the executive said.While appliance 
makers saw uneven demand, beverage companies 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  s u m m e r  
consumption."Consumers are also down-trading to air 
coolers and fans because ACs have become quite 
expensive," Nandi said, adding that prices of air 
conditioners have increased by 18-20 per cent over the 
past few years following repeated price hikes.

EU carbon tax: Government to shoulder 
90 per cent compliance bill of MSMEs

Kratikal Tech's ?39.7-Cr SME 
IPO to Open on Tuesday

Buying a flat or a house is the dream for 
many. The real estate market is also a 
driver for the broader economy since 
the fortunes of many sectors from steel 
to paint, electricals to consumer 
electronics is linked to the sale of 
residential real estate. But one should 
be aware of the hidden costs in such 
transactions, Pakshal Sanghvi, 
managing director of Sanghvi Realty 
tells News9 readers.

managing director of Sanghvi Realty tells of the common gaps in financial planning is According to Sanghvi, there are a lot of 
News9 readers. The real estate market that buyers tend to focus on the acquisition expenditure that surfaces after the buyer 
happens to be driver of the broader cost while underestimating the numerous takes possession. “Post-possession 
economy since the fortunes of many expenditure is another area that 
sectors from steel to paint, electricals to deserves greater attention. Interior 
consumer electronics is linked to the design, furniture, appliances, utility 
sale of residential real estate. Let’s have connections, and moving charges 
a look at what this expert lists out. can all total a large investment. In 
Not only EMIs most situations these are not 
The singular focus of most on EMIs of optional expenses, but rather 
home loans can be erroneous and necessary components that turn a 
misleading. “The discussion of purchased property into a livable 
affordability in real estate frequently house,” he points out. The outcome: 
revolves around property prices and the buyer cannot avoid these 
home loan EMIs. However a buyer’s expenses to start living in the newly-
financial commitment begins before purchased property.
ownership and lasts long after the The ongoing costs that come with 
purchase. As a result, understanding the a n c i l l a r y  e x p e n s e s  a t t a c h e d  t o  owning something are just as important. Kolkata.(Agency) 
total cost of ownership is increasingly homeownership.  Stamp duty and Charges for things that need to be fixed or  Buying a flat or a house is the dream for 
critical in today’s market,” says Sanghvi, registration, legal fees, maintenance maintained over time, insurance premiums many. But while discussing affordability in 
who has overseen many premium deposits, brokerage charges, parking and regular improvements can all affect a real estate transaction, people tend to limit 
d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  k e y  M u m b a i  prices, and taxes are all well-known cash flows. “These fees are becoming more their conversation to property prices and 
neighborhoods such as Sanghvi Palazzo in expenses, but their total impact is important in financial planning than ever home loan EMIs. However, there are a lot 
Andheri, Sanghvi Crystal in Goregaon and sometimes underestimated,” he says. In before as people’s tastes in lifestyle change of hidden costs — and they can be 
Sanghvi Morya in Shivaji Park. other cases these expenses overlap with the and their standards for comfort and significant ones — in most transactions. 
Numerous ancillary expenses down payment phase, putting additional convenience rise,” he emphasizes and these One should be aware of the hidden costs in 
Sanghvi’s advice is simple: know all the strain on the household budget, he cautions. hardly feature in the estimates of most such transactions, Pakshal Sanghvi, 
nuances and take informed decisions. “One Post possession expenditure before rushing to buy an apartment.

Tata Motors Passenger 
Vehicles plans 4 new EVs, 
over 10 refreshes by Fy31

            

ACs lose steam, cold drinks 
stay in demand: Here's 
what consumers are buying 
this summer

New Delhi.(Agency)
With India's electric vehicle adoption crossing the 

'early adopters' phase, Tata Motors Passenger 
Vehicles is turning to majority of customers to drive 
EV adoption with four new products and over ten 
refreshes lined up for launch by FY31 to sustain its 
leadership position.Early Adopters are those 
consumers who adopt a new idea or technology to 
gain a competitive edge.The company is preparing 
for the next phase of growth in its electric vehicles 
segment, eyeing over 30 per cent EV penetration by 
FY31, according to an investor presentation.

"Currently, EVs are being considered by the early 
majority; we will enhance products to drive adoption 
among early and late majority customers," the 
company said.Early majority consumers are those 
who need to see successful case studies before 
buying, while late majority consumers are skeptical 
individuals who adopt only after the average person 
has adopted a new idea or technology.EV adoption in 
India has crossed "from early adopters into the early 
majority -- the volume heart of the market", it said.

According to the company, early adopters account for 
13.5 per cent of the EV market, while the early 
majority and late majority make up 34 per cent each, 
and laggards constitute 16 per cent. Innovators are a 
minority at 2.5 per cent.

Innovators are risk-takers who love being the very first 
to try new things, while laggards are traditionalists 
who resist change and are the last to adopt.

On the company's product plans to drive future 
growth, it said, "By FY31, we will have a portfolio of 
10 EV nameplates. We have a sustained launch 
cadence for the next phase of growth to strengthen 
our portfolio comprehensively." Its current 
nameplates are Xpres-T, Curvv.ev, Harrier.ev, 
Nexon.ev, Punch.ev and Tiago.ev.

Four new products will be launched by FY31 along 
with over ten facelifts and refreshes of the existing 
portfolio, it added.Upcoming products include 
Sierra.ev, one product based on its Avinya concept 
and two other models, as per the investor 
presentation.Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles said it 
is also working to increase the range of its EVs by 
two to three times and faster charging by three times, 
while increasing the energy density of batteries by 
20-23 per cent.

annum. Interest is paid quarterly, and a the interest rate is fixed at the time of every six months.Currently, this bond MUMBAI.(Agency)
maximum investment amount of Rs 30 investment, so fluctuations in market offers an annual interest rate of 8.05%. A For any retired individual finding an 
lakh is allowed.If a senior citizen invests Rs interest rates do not impact the investor’s senior citizen investing Rs 10 lakh in it instrument that serves the twin purpose of 
10 lakh in SCSS, he/she will receive about income. would earn approximately Rs 80,500 in marginally higher returns and guaranteeing 
Rs 20,500 in interest every quarter. This interest annually. However, this interest RBI Floating Rate Bondsafety of capital is an eternal quest. All 
means the accountholder will they will rate is paid every six months. This retired individuals need regular income. 
earn an average monthly income of means the investor will receive Therefore, most who have hung up their 
around Rs 6,833. This is considered the approximately Rs 40,250 every six boots seek instruments that protect the 
best of the three options in terms of months. On an average this means Rs capital and provide periodic interest 
providing regular income. However, the 6,708 per month. The bond has a income. For this reason, the Senior Citizen 
interest rate of SCSS comes up for maturity period of 7 years. However, Savings Scheme (SCSS), the bank FD — 
revision once in every three months. The senior citizens can also consider let’s take for example the five-year FD in 
Union finance ministry is entrusted with premature withdrawal.State Bank of India (SBI) — and the RBI 
this job. If the objective of the individual is to Floating Rate Savings Bond are popular 
SBI 5-year FD generate the regular income and among senior citizens. Now let’s see the 

his/her investment is within the range returns from these instruments is a senior The 5-year Senior Citizen FD is a popular 
of Rs 30 lakh, SCSS emerges as the citizen parks Rs 10 lakh in each of these option for investors seeking a fixed 
most attractive option. Meanwhile, for instruments. interest rate and the security of a bank. 
investors who want to take advantage Currently, senior citizens are earning RBI Floating Rate Savings Bonds are also Highest income from SCSS

of interest rate fluctuations, RBI Floating 7.05% annual interest on this FD. An considered a good option for investors with The Senior Citizen Savings Scheme or 
Rate Savings Bonds can sometimes appear investment of Rs 10 lakh would generate an a low-risk appetite. They are issued by the SCSS is rising in popularity due to the 
as a better option. Therefore, before interest rate of approximately Rs 17,625 government and their interest rate is linked reasons of high return. It is specifically 
making an investment decision, one has to per quarter, which would generate an to the interest rate of National Savings designed for the benefit of senior citizens 
consider specific needs of the individuals average monthly income of approximately Certificate (popularly known as NSC). as the name itself indicates. Currently, this 
and investment horizon.Rs 5,875. The key advantage of FDs is that Therefore, their interest rate can be revised scheme offers an interest rate of 8.2% per 
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The striker finished a flowing move with a enjoyed more of the ball after the break but New Delhi. (Agency)  
delicate lob over goalkeeper Lionel Mpasi found it difficult to break down Uzbekistan's DR Congo ended a 52-year wait for a World 

disciplined defence until the contest turned Cup victory by coming from behind to beat 
in the 68th minute.Wissa was brought Uzbekistan 3-1 in Atlanta on Saturday, 
down inside the penalty area by Abdukodir sealing a historic place in the knockout stage 
Khusanov and calmly converted the for the first time and setting up a last-32 
resulting spot-kick, sending goalkeeper meeting with England.**
Abduvohid Nematov the wrong way to Playing in the World Cup for only the second 
restore parity.With the momentum now time and making their first appearance since 
firmly in their favour, DR Congo competing as Zaire in 1974, the Leopards 
completed the turnaround 10 minutes later. recovered from an early setback with three 
Meschack Elia kept the attack alive before second-half goals. Yoane Wissa scored 
Mayele reacted quickest to steer the ball twice, while Fiston Mayele also found the net 
beyond Nematov from close range.as Sbastien Desabre's side completed another after being picked out by Abbosbek 

Wissa wrapped up the victory in stoppage memorable result after holding Cristiano Fayzullaev.
time, curling a superb finish into the bottom Ronaldo's Portugal to a 1-1 draw earlier in DR Congo thought they had levelled seven 
corner after Elia once again played a key role the group stage.Uzbekistan, appearing at the minutes later when Nathanael Mbuku fired 
in the build-up, sparking jubilant World Cup for the first time, made an into the net, but the goal was ruled out after he 
celebrations among the DR Congo players enterprising start and took the lead in the 10th was penalised for a foul on Sherzod 
and supporters.minute through captain Eldor Shomurodov. Nasrullaev in the build-up.The African side 

football for long spells. Portugal advanced concerning.Portugal survived.And they only 
as runners-up and will now face Croatia in did so because Diogo Costa produced one of 
the Round of 32, while Colombia earned a the finest goalkeeping displays of this World 
meeting with Ghana. Elsewhere, DR Congo Cup, while Colombia somehow forgot 
completed a remarkable comeback from a where the goal was.The South Americans 
goal down to beat Uzbekistan 3-1, claiming fired 24 shots to Portugal's 13, forced Costa 
one of the best third-placed qualification into six saves and even thought they had 

snatched a dramatic stoppage-time 
winner through Davinson Sanchez 
before VAR confirmed the defender 
had drifted offside.If Costa was 
Portugal's best player by some distance, 

New Delhi. (Agency)   their biggest disappointment was much 
Three days ago, Cristiano Ronaldo was further up the pitch.Because the only 
screaming "I'm back" into the television thing more wasteful than Colombia's 
cameras after becoming the first footballer finishing was Portugal's midfield.A 
to score in six different World Cups. It felt MIDFIELD WITHOUT A MAP
like the perfect reminder that even at 41, This Portugal squad is overflowing 
football's greatest goalscorer could still with technical quality.
bend the sport to his will.Saturday night in Bruno Fernandes is one of Europe's 
Miami told a very different story.There was finest creators. Vitinha controls 
no goal. No celebration. No iconic moment. spots and booking a last-32 clash with matches for Paris Saint-Germain almost 
Instead, Ronaldo spent much of the evening England in their first World Cup appearance effortlessly. Ruben Neves brings composure 
waving at teammates, pointing towards since 1974.For Portugal, though, the result and experience, while Joao Neves has 
empty spaces and waiting for Portugal's almost felt secondary.This was the first time emerged as one of the brightest young 
attack to finally remember he was standing at the tournament they came up against midfielders in world football. Add Joao 
inside the Colombia penalty area.It never genuine elite opposition, and they looked Felix drifting between the lines and Pedro 
really happened.The Group K decider ended worryingly ordinary.The scoreline suggests Neto stretching defences, and Portugal 
0-0, with Colombia deservedly finishing top a hard-fought stalemate. The performance should have one of the most fluid attacking 
of the group after producing the better s u g g e s t e d  s o m e t h i n g  f a r  m o r e  units in the tournament.

Cristiano Ronaldo's quiet night exposes 
Portugal's biggest World Cup problem

New Delhi. (Agency)  
Jude Bellingham produced the spark England 
desperately needed as Thomas Tuchel's side 
laboured to a 2-0 win over Panama to finish 
top of Group L at the FIFA World Cup on 
Saturday. Harry Kane also found the net to 
become England's all-time leading World Cup 
goalscorer, while Croatia joined the Three 
Lions in the Round of 32 with a 2-1 win over 
Ghana.The scoreline flattered England after 
another frustrating outing in New Jersey, 
where Tuchel's men controlled possession but 
struggled to break down a disciplined Panama 
side for over an hour. It took a moment of 
persistence from Bellingham to finally open 
the contest before the midfielder turned 
provider for Kane just five minutes later.
England finished the group stage unbeaten 
with seven points, one ahead of Croatia, 
ensuring a more favourable route into the 
knockout rounds. Ghana, despite the defeat, 
also progressed as one of the best third-placed 
teams after finishing on four points, while 
Panama exited the tournament without a 
point.
BELLINGHAM DELIVERS

Tuchel responded to England's goalless draw 
against Ghana by making five changes, but the 
alterations did little to improve the team's 
attacking rhythm in the opening hour.Marcus 
Rashford looked lively from the left and 
forced Orlando Mosquera into an early save, 
while Jude Bellingham was England's 
brightest outlet, constantly looking to drive at 
Panama's defence. Yet the final ball continued 
to elude the Europeans.Panama remained 
compact, disciplined and dangerous on the 
counter. Jose Rodriguez nearly punished 
England midway through the first half before 
Jordan Pickford produced a sharp save to 
preserve parity.

reaching a thrilling climax.Heading into the outing against Bangladesh, dropping two India's catching has emerged as one of the 
final day of the group stage, Australia, India chances as India spilled four catches inside the biggest concerns in the ongoing tournament. 
and South Africa are yet to officially seal their first five overs alone. While those mistakes The Women in Blue have dropped 11 catches 
places in the semifinals. The Aussies did not prove costly against Bangladesh, they 
have been in sensational form throughout exposed a recurring weakness that has 
the tournament, playing like the six-time followed India throughout the competition.
world champions they are. India, The missed opportunities were even more 
meanwhile, have experienced a mixed damaging against South Africa, where Radha 
campaign with moments of brilliance and dropped Marizanne Kapp, who went on to 
inconsistency, but a victory over play a crucial knock. Had those chances been 
Australia would put them in a strong taken, India could have been sitting 
position to qualify for the last four. comfortably on eight points with one foot in 
However, while all eyes are on whether the semi-finals.
India can repeat what they achieved in Australia, however, are a completely different 
Navi Mumbai last year, the bigger proposition. Their batting line-up is packed New Delhi. (Agency)  question remains: are they in good with experienced match-winners who rarely 

Before the blockbuster clash at Lord's, all the enough form to pull off another famous let reprieves go unpunished. India have 
attention is on whether India can recreate their win? Or have Australia been so dominant created plenty of chances with the ball 
ODI World Cup heroics against Australia, this throughout the tournament that they will throughout the tournament, but they must start in four group-stage matches, an alarming time on the Women's T20 World Cup stage. once again prove too strong in one of the converting them into wickets.If Harmanpreet statistic heading into their clash against Last year, India ended Australia's dream run biggest matches of the Women's T20 World Kaur's side are to repeat last year's famous Australia.with a memorable victory in a knockout clash. Cup? victory over Australia and secure a place in the Radha Yadav has had a particularly difficult This year, the two sides are set to lock horns INDIA NEED TO IMPROVE THEIR semi-finals, they simply cannot afford to give tournament in the field, putting down four once again, but in what is effectively a virtual CATCHING the six-time champions any extra lives.catches. Nandni Sharma also endured a poor knockout, with the race for the semifinals 

captain became the first player to score in back late on, but it did little to spoil one final twist in stoppage time.Marko 
seven consecutive World Cup matches as the Argentina's evening as the defending Arnautovic gave Austria an early lead before 
defending champions beat Jordan 3-1 in champions completed a third straight victory. Rafik Belghali equalised before the break. 
Dallas to complete a flawless group-stage They will now face Cape Verde in the Round Marcel Sabitzer restored Austria's advantage 
campaign.With qualification already secured, of 32 on Friday in Miami. early in the second half, only for Riyad 
coach Lionel Scaloni rested several Mahrez to level again and keep 
regular starters, making nine Algeria in the contest.The closing 
changes to the side that defeated minutes turned into pure knockout 
Austria. Even with a much-changed football.
XI, Argentina controlled the game Mahrez looked to have sent 
from the outset.Giovani Lo Celso Algeria through with a winner in 
opened the scoring in the 19th the third minute of stoppage time, 
minute with a superb free-kick, a goal that would also have New Delhi. (Agency)  
becoming the first Argentina player eliminated Austria. But with Group J delivered one final twist on Saturday 
other than Messi to score at this virtually the last kick of the match, as Lionel Messi made history, Argentina 
World Cup. Lautaro Martinez Sasa Kalajdzic headed home in completed a perfect campaign and Austria 
doubled the lead from the penalty the 96th minute to rescue a point snatched a stoppage-time equaliser that sent 
spot after his initial effort had come and spark celebrations for both both themselves and Algeria into the Round of 
back off the crossbar.Messi came on teams.The draw was enough for 32 while ending Iran's World Cup hopes.
just after the hour mark. Twenty Austria to finish second in Group J When the final whistles blew, Argentina had 
minutes later, he was on the and set up a Round of 32 meeting finished top with three wins from three, If Argentina's progress was routine, the battle scoresheet once again.His composed finish in with Spain. Algeria advanced as one of the Austria had survived thanks to Sasa for the other two qualification places was the 80th minute took his World Cup tally to 19 best third-placed teams and will face Kalajdzic's dramatic late equaliser, Algeria anything but.goals and his tournament total to six. The Switzerland.had squeezed through as one of the best third- AUSTRIA, ALGERIA PLAY EPIC DRAWstrike also made him the first player to score in For Iran, whose hopes rested on Austria placed teams and Iran were heading 

Austria and Algeria produced one of the seven consecutive World Cup matches, dropping points, Kalajdzic's late equaliser home.While the qualification battle raged 
matches of the tournament in a pulsating 3-3 moving him clear of France's Just Fontaine ended their World Cup campaign in the elsewhere, Messi added another World Cup 
draw that swung repeatedly before delivering and Brazil great Jairzinho.Jordan pulled one cruellest fashion.record to his remarkable career.The Argentina 

Are India equipped enough to script another 
World Cup classic against Australia?

Argentina march on as Messi makes history, 
Algeria, Austria progress after epic draw

World Cup: DR Congo end 52-year wait with 
historic win, set up England clash in last 32

New Delhi. (Agency)  
For a long while, bilateral trips to Ireland have 
felt like routine summer excursions for India's 
white-ball operations. Yet, beneath the grey skies 
of Stormont on Friday, a script meticulously 
written for a routine win was torn to shreds. 
Ireland did not merely beat India in the opening 
T20I; they out-thought, out-muscled, and 
thoroughly out-bowled the world champions, 
leaving Shreyas Iyer's captaincy debut in ruinous 
fragments.Chasing an above-par 182 on a Belfast 
surface with sprawling square boundaries, India 
were dismantled for 148, falling 34 runs short. It 
was a defeat that brought a sudden halt to an era 
of absolute certainty and threw a high-stakes 
curveball into India's selection strategy.
Ahead of Sunday's series-deciding second 
encounter, the burning question over the River 
Lagan is simple: will India hand a debut to the 15-
year-old batting prodigy Vaibhav Sooryavanshi 

to inject much-needed fearlessness into a stilted 
batting order?The initial omission of 
Sooryavanshi raised eyebrows, but skipper Iyer 
defended the decision, citing a desire for 
continuity and a commitment to backing the 
established senior core. That continuity, 
however, brought only chaos. Aside from 
Abhishek Sharma's explosive 19-ball half-
century, the visitors' top and middle orders 
suffered collective paralysis. Sanju Samson 
failed to make an impact, Iyer fell cheaply, and 
vice-captain Tilak Varma looked completely all 
at sea.It was a failure rooted in an inability to 
adapt. Accustomed to the flat, true belters of the 
IPL, the Indian batters looked entirely 
unprepared for the spongy bounce and holding 
nature of the Civil Service Cricket Club pitch.
Instead of a teenage prodigy hogging the 
headlines, the opening night belonged to two 
entirely different debutants who engineered a 
historic evening for Irish cricket. Matthew 
Hollard, a 27-year-old seamer raised in 
Boksburg, South Africa, extracted superb seam 
movement to claim 3 for 28, dismissing Ishan 
Kishan with his second international delivery. 
Partnering him was Jai Moondra, born in 
Rajasthan's Tonk district, who moved to Dublin 
on a student visa in 2021. 

2nd T20I preview: Will India 
unleash Sooryavanshi in search 

for a series-saving win?

New Delhi,. (Agency)  
Harry Kane became England's highest 
goalscorer in FIFA World Cup history after 
scoring his 11th goal in the tournament during 
the Three Lions' 2-0 win over Panama on 
Sunday.The England captain headed home in 
the 67th minute after Jude Bellingham's 
surging run and precise cross, putting the result 
beyond Panama and taking sole possession of a 
record he had shared with Gary Lineker. 
Lineker scored 10 World Cup goals across the 
1986 and 1990 editions, but Kane has now gone 
one bet ter  af ter  featuring in three 
tournaments.The goal also moved Kane ahead 
of Cristiano Ronaldo and Gabriel Batistuta on 
the list of the World Cup's all-time leading 
scorers. Only six players have scored more 
goals than the Bayern Munich striker, who is 
now one shy of Brazil great Pele's tally of 12.
Kane's World Cup goals have come across 
three editions of the tournament. He scored six 
times to win the Golden Boot in Russia in 2018, 
added two goals in Qatar four years later and 
has now taken his tally to 11 with three strikes 
in the ongoing World Cup.The latest goal 
capped another remarkable season for the 
England captain. It was his 70th goal for club 
and country in 2025-26, taking him past 
Cristiano Ronaldo's best single-season return 

of 69 goals in 69 appearances for Real Madrid 
and Portugal during the 2011-12 campaign, 
according to Opta.Kane reached the milestone 
in just 60 matches. Among the current 
generation, Erling Haaland's best return stands 
at 61 goals in 61 games during the 2022-23 
season, while Kylian Mbappe's highest tally is 
54 in 56 appearances. Only Lionel Messi has 
produced a better campaign, scoring 82 goals in 
69 matches for Barcelona and Argentina in 
2011-12.The 32-year-old has enjoyed one of 
the finest seasons of his career. He helped 
Bayern Munich complete the domestic double, 
claimed a third successive Bundesliga Golden 
Boot and earlier this year overtook Jimmy 
Greaves to become the highest-scoring English 
footballer in history.

Thomas Tuchel gets the 
job done as Jude 

Bellingham downs 
stubborn Panama

Harry Kane rewrites England 
World Cup history, overtakes 

Ronaldo in goals tally

ZSouth Africa delivered a timely reality 
check to India in Manchester. The six-

wicket defeat exposed glaring 
shortcomings in Harmanpreet Kaur's 

side and raised fresh questions about 
their ability to translate ODI dominance 

into T20 success as the battle for the 
semi-finals heats up.

ZHistory, heartbreak and late drama 

defined the final day in Group J as Lionel 

Messi broke another World Cup record, 

Argentina completed a perfect campaign 

and Austria's last-gasp equaliser sent 

both themselves and Algeria into the 

Round of 32 at Iran's expense.

FIFA World Cup 2026: Portugal were 
held 0-0 by Colombia as Cristiano 
Ronaldo was left chasing service in 
Miami. The draw sent Portugal 
through as runners-up but sharpened 
concerns over their midfield and 
identity before the Croatia clash.
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world.(Agency) Beirut following the announcement of zones for Israel's withdrawal in the 
the agreement.Despite the deal, the future, the agreement says.The deal has Hezbollah's leader on Saturday 
Lebanese state news agency reported an a security annex that includes details of criticized a framework agreement that 
Israeli drone strike near the southern the deployment of the Lebanese army Israel and Lebanon signed a day earlier 
city of Nabatiyeh. It also reported that and redeployments of Israeli troops. to end months of conflict between the 
Israel's military released three The security annex was not made public.Iran-backed militant group and Israel, 
Lebanese and three Syrian workers who raising concerns about its effectiveness. As part of the deal, Israel stresses that 
were taken near the southern village of Hezbollah's disarmament throughout The agreement signed Friday in 
Ain Arab on Friday.The talks between Lebanon and additional security Washington links Israel's withdrawal 
Israel and Lebanon were separate from measures to be agreed upon between f rom Lebanon to  Hezbol lah 's  
the interim deal signed earlier this the countries will eliminate any future disarmament, something the group 
month by the U.S. and Iran.Details of need for the Israeli army's military rejects.Several previous ceasefire 
the deal that the U.S. State Department action or presence in Lebanon.Israeli agreements  that  Lebanon has  
released Saturday say Lebanon and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in negotiated with Israel since the 
Israel aim to eventually end the state of a statement said Israeli forces will outbreak of the latest Israel-Hezbollah 
war between them that began when remain in southern Lebanon "until war were never implemented on the 
Israel was created in 1948.The deal Hezbollah and the rest of the terrorist ground. More than 4,000 people in 
says Israel will withdraw from Lebanon, organizations are disarmed, and until Lebanon have been killed in Israeli 
provided Hezbollah disarms.It calls for no further threat to Israel is posed from strikes since March, when Hezbollah 
Israel to initially withdraw from two Lebanon."Netanyahu said the two fired at Israel two days after the Iran war 
small areas, called pilot zones. It did not agreed-upon zones will have a "pilot began.In a statement Saturday, 
say where they will be. The Lebanese program for disarming Hezbollah and Hezbollah leader Naim Kassem said his 
army will gradually assume full transferring the territory to the control group will keep fighting until Israel is 
security responsibility over those areas. of the Lebanese army." He said Israel's forced to leave Lebanon. The group's 
The countries will agree to future pilot military already withdrew from one.supporters protested in the streets of 

NEWS BOX

Desperation mounts in Venezuela as the 
earthquake death toll rises to 1,430

Hezbollah Slams Israel-Lebanon Deal, 
Questions Its Effectiveness

Trump Taps Former Trooper 
Lance Schroyer To Lead 
Immigration Agency

Chinese Dissident Who Fled To 
South Korea On Rubber Boat 

Reaches Canada
World.(Agency) 

A Chinese dissident who fled to South Korea last month 
in an inflatable rubber boat has flown to Canada, he told 
The New York Times on Saturday.Dong Guangping, a 
68-year-old former policeman, has been a thorn in 
Beijing's side for advocating political reform and human 
rights, and served multiple prison stints over the 
years.After several failed attempts to flee China, the 
longtime critic of the ruling Communist Party initially 
made it to South Korea, where he was briefly detained 
before authorities let him leave."I'm very happy," Dong 
said after his arrival in Toronto late Friday. "Sitting here 
now, it feels like I've come home."He recounted to the 
Times his journey across the Yellow Sea from the 
Chinese city of Weihai to South Korea aboard a 3.3-meter 
(11-foot) rubber boat with a 9.9-horsepower engine.He 
initially intended to head to Japan but quickly lost his 
bearings, saying, "The sea and sky are just a vast expanse 
of white, and you can't tell which way is which."
His cell phone died and the boat's engine started to fail, so 
he adjusted his course for South Korea.
A South Korean fisherman ultimately picked him up, he 
said. It was not immediately clear how he was able to 

secure his release.Chinese-Canadian journalist and 
human rights activist Sheng Xue posted on X that Dong 
was "walking around the neighborhood, so excited that 
he took a photo with the Canadian flag."Dong was 
dismissed from his work as a policeman after signing a 
petition a decade after Beijing's 1989 Tiananmen Square 
crackdown, according to US-based advocacy group 
Human Rights in China.He later spent about three years 
in prison from 2001 for "inciting subversion of state 
power," United Nations experts said, and was detained 
again in 2014 over Tiananmen-related activities.
Dong fled to Thailand with his family, who later resettled 
in Canada as refugees, but Thai authorities handed him 
over to Chinese police in 2015 despite his UN-recognized 
refugee status.In 2019, Dong unsuccessfully tried to 
swim to the Taiwanese territory of Kinmen. On a 2020 
trip to Vietnam, he was detained by local police.

Venezuelan footballer 
Héctor Bello mourns wife 
who died shielding 
daughter in Venezuela 
earthquake

world.(Agency) 
A magnitude 6.1 earthquake struck off the coast of 
Iwate Prefecture in northern Japan early Sunday, 
adding to concerns over continued seismic activity in 
the region days after a stronger earthquake rattled the 
country. No casualties have been reported in the new 
earthquake.According to the Japan Times, which cited 
Japan’s Meteorological Agency (JMA), the quake 
occurred at 5:21 am local time and measured 5 on 
Japan’s seismic intensity scale of 7 in Hachinohe city in 
Aomori Prefecture.Authorities said the epicentre was 
located offshore at a depth of around 40 kilometres. No 
tsunami warning was issued following the earthquake.
The tremor is the latest in a series of earthquakes 
affecting northern and central Japan in recent days, 
prompting authorities to maintain alerts over possible 
aftershocks and related risks.
JMA HAD WARNED OF FURTHER STRONG 
TREMORS
Sunday’s earthquake came just days after a magnitude 
7.2 earthquake struck northern Japan, prompting the 
Japan Meteorological Agency to warn residents to 
remain alert.Following that stronger quake, the agency 
had advised the public to stay prepared for additional 
earthquakes reaching a maximum seismic intensity of 
around upper 6 for at least a week.Officials have 
repeatedly urged residents to monitor official updates 
and remain cautious, especially in areas vulnerable to 
structural damage and secondary disasters.There were 
no immediate reports of major damage or injuries 
following Sunday’s earthquake.
ANOTHER EARTHQUAKE STRUCK A DAY 
EARLIER
The latest tremor also follows another seismic event 
recorded a day earlier.

World (Agency) 
President Donald Trump on Saturday said he is 
nominating Lance Schroyer, a former Oklahoma state 
trooper, as the next director of Immigration and 
Customs and Enforcement.
Trump said on his Truth Social platform that his new 
pick for the immigration enforcement agency is a 
former US Marine and a "PATRIOT with real 
operational experience." He called Schroyer a "proven 
leader with DECADES of experience locking up the 
worst of the worst."Schroyer hails from the same home 
state as the new Department of Homeland Security 
Secretary Markwayne Mullin, a former congressman. 
Mullin quickly praised Schroyer in a statement 
Saturday highlighting the former trooper's 29-year 
career and his work with federal and state partners on a 
US immigration enforcement programme.
If confirmed, Schroyer will lead ICE at a time when the 
public mood has soured on Trump's immigration 
crackdown, which sent surges of federal immigration 
officers into American cities to round up immigrants. 
Those raids sent tensions soaring and prompted clashes 
between protesters and law enforcement, leading to the 
fatal shootings of two US citizens in Minneapolis 
earlier this year.Trump returned to the White House on 
a promise of mass deportations, and ICE has been a 
central executor of that vision. The agency is 
undergoing massive growth from a one-time injection 
of $75 billion last year, which has allowed for the hiring 
of 12,000 officers and increased detention capacity.

Lebanon's deal with Israel requires 
Hezbollah to disarm; that might be difficult
Hezbollah's leader called the 

agreement a "humiliation," adding 
that linking Israel's withdrawal to 

Hezbollah's disarmament as a "very 
dangerous suggestion."

are they waiting for?"Aid agencies LA GUAIRA. (Agency) Frustration was only amplified by state 
consider the first 48 to 72 hours as efforts to project the image of a robust  Tensions flared Saturday as desperation 
crucial for retrieving people alive, state response."There's a pile of bodies grew among anguished residents of the 
though that can be extended if they have over there from last night. Newborn Venezuelan state of La Guaira, where 

access to food and water.However, rescuers and civilians searched for 
a growing number of international earthquake survivors amid a sharply 
rescue teams were joining the rising death toll .Venezuela's 
effort to save lives nearly 72 hours government said the number of 
after the quake.people killed rose to 1,430 Saturday 
A c t i n g  P r e s i d e n t  D e l c y  morning and families reported at 
Rodríguez said on state television least 68,900 people missing, three 
Saturday that more than 14,000 days after the one-two punch of 7.2 
members of the military and and 7.5 magnitude earthquakes that 
police are patrolling the area, devastated the South American 
where access is now blocked and nation.Venezuelans looking for 
special permits are required to loved ones and neighbors used 
enter. More rescue teams sent by shovels, heavy equipment, ropes and 
governments across the world bare hands atop mounds of toppled 
a r r i v e d  i n  Ve n e z u e l a  o n  concrete throughout La Guaira, one 
S a t u r d a y. S i m ó n  B o l í v a r  of the country's hardest-hit states. babies. Look what time it is, and they 

International Airport, which serves still haven't come to recover them. At 8 Most of those digging were civilians 
Venezuela's capital, Caracas, was badly p.m. there were people alive down there, who took search efforts into their own 
damaged in the quake. One runway was and they haven't bothered to rescue hands, and tensions peaked over 
operational on Saturday as U.S. teams them. We've located several bodies, and inadequate  response from the 
worked to repair the crucial throughway, they haven't helped us recover them Venezuelan government, whose 
said Jeremy Lewin, a senior State either," said Mileidy Romero, who was soldiers, firefighters, police and 
Department official in charge of foreign among those searching the rubble in the military cadets were evidently 
assistance told reporters.seaside town of Caraballeada. "What underprepared to respond to the tragedy.

Hezbollah fired at Israel two days Israel's withdrawal in the future, the 
after the Iran war began.In a agreement says.The deal has a 
statement Saturday, Hezbollah security annex that includes details 
leader Naim Kassem said his of the deployment of the Lebanese 
group will keep fighting until army and redeployments of Israeli 
Israel is forced to leave Lebanon. troops. The security annex was not 
The group's supporters protested made public.
in the streets of Beirut following As part of the deal, Israel stresses 
the  announcement  o f  the  that Hezbollah's disarmament 

BEIRUT. agreement.Despite the deal, the throughout Lebanon and additional 
Hezbollah's leader on Saturday criticised a Lebanese state news agency security measures to be agreed upon 
framework agreement that Israel and reported an Israeli drone strike between the countries will eliminate 
Lebanon signed a day earlier to end months near the southern city of Nabatiyeh. any future need for the Israeli army's 
of conflict between the Iran-backed militant It also reported that Israel's military action or presence in 
group and Israel, raising concerns about its military released three Lebanese Lebanon.Israeli Prime Minister 
effectiveness.The agreement signed Friday and three Syrian workers who Benjamin Netanyahu in a statement 

them that began when Israel was created in in Washington links Israel's withdrawal were taken near the southern village of Ain said Israeli forces will remain in southern 
1948.The deal says Israel will withdraw from Lebanon to Hezbollah's disarmament, Arab on Friday.Deal calls on Israel to Lebanon "until Hezbollah and the rest of the 
from Lebanon, provided Hezbollah something the group rejects.Several withdraw but only if Hezbollah disarmsThe terrorist organizations are disarmed, and 
disarms.It calls for Israel to initially previous ceasefire agreements that Lebanon talks between Israel and Lebanon were until no further threat to Israel is posed from 
withdraw from two small areas, called pilot has negotiated with Israel since the outbreak separate from the interim deal signed earlier Lebanon."Netanyahu said the two agreed-
zones. It did not say where they will be. The of the latest Israel-Hezbollah war were this month by the US and Iran.Details of the upon zones will have a "pilot program for 
Lebanese army will gradually assume full never implemented on the ground. More deal that the US State Department released disarming Hezbollah and transferring the 
security responsibility over those areas. The than 4,000 people in Lebanon have been Saturday say Lebanon and Israel aim to territory to the control of the Lebanese army.
countries will agree to future pilot zones for killed in Israeli strikes since March, when eventually end the state of war between 

(Agency) 

of Qatar, a key negotiator between Iran and offered no immediate information on any DUBAI.(Agency) It appeared to be attempting to use a route 
The U.S. military launched a second round the U.S.In a social media post, Trump said damage. Kuwait is home to a major U.S. that was established near the coast of Oman 
of airstrikes Saturday targeting Iran at the U.S. had “struck Iranian missile and Army base.that is serving as an alternative to the route 
President Donald Trump’s direction as drone storage locations, and coastal radar Bahrain condemns Iran’s drone attack

Earlier on Saturday, a statement from Tehran hit both Bahrain and Kuwait, sites, for violating the Cease Fire 
Bahrain’s Foreign Ministry said a “number underscoring rising tensions that threaten Agreement, AGAIN!” He warned of a point 
of Iranian drones” targeted the country. It the interim deal between the two nations to where the U.S. may no longer be able to be 
called the attack “a flagrant threat to the stop the war.The attack on Kuwait early reasonable “and will be forced to militarily 
security of citizens and residents.” There Sunday was the first since the two sides complete the job."“If that happens, the 
were no immediate reports of damage.signed a deal that aimed to halt fighting, and Islamic Republic of Iran will no longer 
Iran’s paramilitary Revolutionary Guard came as a multinational maritime body exist!” Trump wrote on Truth Social.The 
earlier issued a statement carried by the overseen by the U.S. Navy said Saturday incident follows a similar back and forth 
state-run IRNA news agency saying it had that it would expand a route near Oman in that occurred just days prior when an 
targeted several locations “of the U.S. the strait to allow for both inbound and Iranian drone struck a merchant vessel off 
terrorist army in the region.” It did not name outbound traffic — likely setting up a new the coast of Oman on Thursday and the U.S. 
what areas were targeted.flashpoint with Tehran.The U.S. military's military retaliated with strikes. sanctioned by Iran that runs through its own 

Central Command said it struck Iranian US says strikes were a response to Iranian Bahrain has been one of the strongest critics waters.The U.S. military said that “Iran had 
military “surveillance infrastructure, attack on oil tanker of Iran and is home to the U.S. Navy’s 5th a chance to honor the ceasefire agreement” 

According to ship tracking websites, the communication systems, air defense sites, Fleet. It just hosted U.S. Secretary of State but “elected not to” when its forces attacked 
Kiku left a Qatari oil field in the middle of drone storage facilities and minelayer Marco Rubio for a meeting of the Gulf the Kiku.Iran state TV reported explosions 
the Persian Gulf earlier in the week and was capabilities” following an attack on a ship at Cooperation Council’s foreign ministers, in an area just north of the Strait of Hormuz.
bound for a port in the United Arab Emirates sea early Saturday morning. That ship, the which ended with a call for an end to Iran’s After the U.S. strikes early Sunday, Kuwait's 
that sits on the Gulf of Oman, just on the Panamanian-flagged tanker Kiku, carried attacks and for the strait to be completely military said air defenses intercepted 
other side of the Strait of Hormuz.crude oil for the state-run energy company open.incoming Iranian drones and missiles. It 

6.1-magnitude quake hits 
northern Japan; no 
casualties reported

World.(Agency) 
In the chaos of Venezuela's deadliest earthquake in 
more than a century, one family's tragedy has come to 
embody the extraordinary acts of love and sacrifice 
witnessed amid the devastation.
Venezuelan footballer Héctor Bello is grieving the loss 
of his wife, Andrea Bello, who, according to his 
account and local media reports, used her body to 
shield their one-year-old daughter as their building 
collapsed during last week's powerful twin 
earthquakes. Their daughter survived. Andrea did not.
The defender, who plays for second-division side 
Marítimo de La Guaira, shared the heartbreaking news 
in a series of emotional Instagram posts after learning 
of his wife's death."How do I explain to our daughter 
that you gave your life to save hers?" he wrote. "You'll 
always be our favourite heroine. I'll make sure she 
grows up knowing how much you loved her and how 
you saved her."According to Venezuelan media 
reports, Andrea was trapped when a structure collapsed 
in La Guaira, one of the regions hardest hit by the 
earthquakes. Rescue workers later recovered her body 
from the rubble, while the couple's young daughter, 
Alana, was found alive.In another post, Bello 
described the overwhelming grief of returning to find 
his family shattered."My daughter and her aunt are 
recovering," he wrote from the hospital. "I need my 
little girl to help heal a heart that has been broken into 
pieces.”The tragedy has resonated across Venezuela's 
football community. Clubs, teammates and supporters 
have flooded social media with messages of 
condolence, while local football outlet Cumaná de 
Campeones described Andrea's actions as an act of 
extraordinary courage that saved the life of her child.
The family's loss unfolded against the backdrop of one 
of Venezuela's worst natural disasters in modern 
history. Twin earthquakes measuring 7.2 and 7.5 struck 
within a minute of each other on June 24, causing 
widespread destruction across Caracas, La Guaira and 
neighbouring regions. Buildings collapsed, roads were 
damaged and emergency services struggled to reach 
those trapped beneath debris.

US airstrikes again hit Iran as Tehran strikes Bahrain 
and Kuwait, further imperiling interim deal
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