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Nadiad, Gujarat: A controversial issue within
the Kheda district police administration has
sparked intense debate, raising serious con-
cerns about departmental discipline and the
credibility of the administrative system. While
the matter revolves around a transfer order, the
questions emerging from it are far more signif-
icant.According to sources, an official transfer
order issued by the Superintendent of Police
(SP), Kheda, on April 1, 2026, directed the
transfer of Vipul Rabari, who was reportedly
posted in Limbasi, to Atarsumba Police Sta-
tion. However, more than two months after the
order was issued, discussions continue regard-
ing its implementation and current status.If
these reports are accurate, the issue extends be-
yond the transfer of a single employee and
touches upon the integrity and effectiveness of
the entire administrative framework. Transfers
and postings within the police department are
not merely routine administrative exercises.
They are fundamental mechanisms for main-
taining discipline, accountability, and trans-
parency. Timely implementation of official
orders reflects the efficiency and authority of
an organization.However, when an order issued
by the district's highest police authority appears
to remain unresolved for an extended period,
questions naturally arise among both employ-
ees and the public. Are there influential indi-
viduals capable of overriding administrative
decisions? Has political backing or personal in-

fluence become more powerful than official di-
rectives? Are rules being applied equally to ev-
eryone? For years, discussions within
administrative circles have suggested that cer-
tain influential employees continue serving at

preferred locations for extended periods de-
spite routine transfers and departmental reshuf-
fles. Officers may change, transfer lists may be
issued, yet some individuals appear unaffected
by the process.If such perceptions are accurate,

they raise serious concerns for any democratic
administrative system, where rules—not indi-
viduals—are expected to remain supreme.Sev-
eral retired officials have also argued that
inconsistent implementation of transfer poli-
cies can negatively impact morale within the
force. Employees who comply with depart-
mental orders may begin to feel that the system
does not treat everyone equally. This question
lies at the heart of the controversy.Ordinarily,
employees who fail to comply with official
transfer orders may face show-cause notices,
departmental inquiries, or disciplinary action.
However, when delays or ambiguities persist
in cases involving influential individuals, pub-
lic confidence in the fairness of the system can
be affected.Has influence and access begun to
outweigh administrative accountability?Ob-
servers are also closely watching future trans-
fer orders. If the employee concerned is
reportedly adjusted to another favorable post-
ing without clearly assuming charge at the des-
ignated station, the controversy could deepen
further. Such developments may raise addi-
tional questions regarding transparency, fair-
ness, and adherence to departmental
procedures. Has influence become more pow-
erful than the uniform in Kheda?Is the SP's
order the final authority, or is there an unseen
power capable of overshadowing official ad-
ministrative decisions?If an official transfer
order remains unimplemented, who is truly
running the system in Kheda district?

Who Really Calls the Shots in Kheda?
One Rule for Ordinary Employees, Another for the Influential?

SP's Transfer Order Ignored or Power Politics at Play? Questions Mount
as Transfer Directive Remains Unresolved After Two Months
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killed after armed assailants attacked a village in THE restoration of peace and normalcy in Manipur 
Kangpokpi district on Friday. Six Naga civilians, continues to be a Herculean task. As per details 
who were allegedly abducted by Kuki militants on disclosed under the Right to Information Act, at 
May 13, are still in captivity. Local residents least 730 internally displaced people have died in 
continue to live in fear, while armed groups are the northeastern state’s relief camps since the 
exploiting administrative paralysis and deepening outbreak of ethnic violence in May 2023. The high 
mistrust between communities.death toll is a damning indictment of the BJP-led 

Manipur’s tragedy is far more than a collapse of law Central and state governments. Tens of thousands 
and order; it is an utter failure of governance and of families have been uprooted by the conflict; 
reconciliation. Relief camps were meant to be they face an uncertain future as rehabilitation is 
temporary sanctuaries, not semi-permanent nowhere in sight. Unfortunately, the humanitarian 
settlements where displaced citizens spend years crisis has received scant national attention. More 
without hope of returning home. The longer than 43,000 people are living in temporary 
displacement continues, the greater the risk of shelters and relief camps, many without proper 
generational trauma, radicalisation and irreversible healthcare, sanitation or psychological support. 
social fragmentation. The “double-engine” The fact that camp residents are dying not only 
government must pay heed to the warning implicit in from illness but also from unnatural causes — 
the RTI reply: prolonged neglect can turn a political including drowning, electrocution, substance reinstatement of an elected government, there is no let-

conflict into a long-term humanitarian catastrophe. abuse and violence — shows that the living conditions up in the attacks and ethnic hostility despite repeated 
India as a whole must not allow this to happen.are both unsafe and sub-human.Four months after the assurances from the authorities. Three persons were 

Op Bluestar’s unfinished 
lessons for Punjab

Unlike Anna Hazare protest, CJP is about opportunity

Manipur crisis : Humanitarian tragedy must not be normalised

Ramesh Inder Singh

The devout view it as a premeditated sacrilegious 
assault on their holiest of holy shrines while the 
government of the day described it as an 
operation to clear the sacred space of the armed 
radicals who had usurped the temple, laid siege 
and posed a challenge to the legitimacy of the 
constitutionally established polity.But with time 
and better understanding of the events, there is a 
near unanimity that the operation was avoidable, 
ill-planned and terribly executed. It left deep 
psychological scars, resulted in the destruction of 
the seat of Miri Piri, Akal Takht, and the death of 
nearly 1,000 persons, including Army men. And 
this unanimity of opinion includes a long list of 
army generals, including two former Army 
Chiefs, Gen VK Singh and Gen VN Sharma, who 
have gone public against Operation Bluestar.The 
operation that was launched to eliminate 
violence, in fact, sowed the seeds of an ethno-
religious struggle and unleashed unmitigated 
violence that was far worse than what it had 
aimed to end. Foreign powers exploited our 
internal situation. Weapons and drugs seeped in 
from the highly porous border and confirmation 
of this has come from a Pakistani scholar. Prof 
Ilyas Chattha, in his book, ' The Punjab 
Borderland, Mobility, Materiality and Militancy, 
1947-1987', has exposed the role played by his 
country in fuelling militancy in Punjab.

The ethno-national movement fizzled out long ago, 
but there are lessons to be learnt. The foremost 
lesson pertains to how we deal with religious 
plurality, political divergence, regional 
aspirations and uprisings. Regional assertions 
have to mingle with national objectives just as the 
nation must acknowledge the divergence of 
identities and aspirations in a country as large as 
ours.This requires not a military approach to 
problems but conflict resolution through 
dialogue. Bluestar is a classic instance of the 
failure to parley, even though 26 meetings were 
held between Dharam Yudh Morcha leaders and 
the Central government, the last being on May 
29, 1984 with four Union ministers in Delhi. 
They responded positively to the demands, not 
knowing that the Chief of Army Staff, Gen AS 
Vaidya, had already been mandated a few days 
earlier that troops be moved to Amritsar. The 
result was catastrophic.

The irony is that these very demands of the Morcha 
were accepted a year later, in July 1985, with the 
signing of the Rajiv-Longowal accord. But, by 
then, the moderate Longowal and his ilk had 
ceased to be relevant. The command of the 
struggle had passed on to gun-wielding militants. 
The spirit of shaheedi swept the Panth.

To make it worse, the Central government ducked 
the accord — the PM who had signed the 
covenant discarded it. Political imperatives 
prevailed over the need for conflict resolution. 
The pending demands continue to agitate the 
state.

Could militancy re-emerge in the state? It is highly 
unlikely. However, microscopic remnants of 
secessionists sitting abroad continue to fund and 
direct criminal activities, operating through 
organised criminal gangs. It is a nexus of drugs 
and weapon smugglers, who often operate under 
the ideological garb of separatism.

The consequence of this is a deteriorating law and 
order situation, with cases of extortions, IED or 
grenade blasts, killings and frequent email 
threats of bomb scares at public places. Forces 
from across the border are using drones to drop 
weapons and drugs to destabilise the region.

However, the recent killings of three policemen in 
two separate incidents in the border districts are 
alarming, suggestive of what is called a 
consternation strategy, which terrorists apply to 
produce a chilling effect to demoralise the 
symbols of state authority. They randomly pick 
up targets with the objective to make the state 
appear ineffective.

Juxtaposition of J&K and Ukraine war in Pak-EU statement strikes a jarring note

"parasites" by the Chief Justice of India Surya Kant. questions of nationalism, religion, caste alignments and Harvinder Khetal
Instead of rejecting the insult, young Indians electoral strategy. While these issues matter, they do not 
appropriated it. The slogan 'Main Bhi Cockroach' spread fully address the concerns of a generation preoccupied WHEN the founder of the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP), 
rapidly across social media platforms. The symbolism with securing stable employment and a dignified Abhijeet Dipke, mounted the stage at New Delhi's Jantar 
proved irresistible. Cockroaches survive hostile future.The comparison with the anti-corruption Mantar on Saturday, he was joined by an unlikely ally. 
environments. They endure neglect. They are difficult to movement led by Anna Hazare is inevitable. Both Standing beside him was Sonam Wangchuk — 
eliminate. For millions of students and job-seekers emerged outside traditional party structures. Both relied education reformer, environmental activist and one of 
navigating repeated examination controversies, delayed heavily on youthful participation. Both reflected the country’s most respected public figures. Thousands 
recruitments and uncertain career prospects, the widespread dissatisfaction with existing institutions. The of young protesters wearing cockroach masks cheered 
metaphor resonated.For many young Indians, success differences are equally revealing. The Hazare movement as the two addressed a gathering that had begun as an 
depends on clearing highly competitive tests. Yet was about governance and corruption.internet meme and evolved into a national conversation 

about jobs, examinations and the future of India's The Cockroach Janta Party is about 
youth.They rallied under the banner of the CJP, a opportunity. Fifteen years ago, young Indians 
formation that did not exist a month ago. What demanded cleaner politics. Today, many are 
began as a social media joke has become one of demanding a fair chance to compete, work 
the most talked-about political phenomena in the and prosper. The shift speaks volumes about 
country. The temptation is to dismiss the the changing socio-economics.

In 2011, when the Anna Hazare movement movement as another fleeting internet 
captured the national imagination, India's sensation.However, that would be a mistake. 
economy was worth about $1.87 trillion and movements often matter less for what they 
it was grappling with 9% inflation, slowing ultimately achieve than for what they reveal. The 
growth and allegations of policy paralysis. sudden rise of the Cockroach Janta Party has 
Today, the economy exceeds $4 trillion, revealed a generation that feels unheard. Beneath 
growth is among the fastest in the world, the headlines celebrating India's economic 
inflation is relatively moderate, digital growth lies a growing reservoir of frustration 
infrastructure has expanded dramatically and about jobs, competitive examinations, social 
India's global standing is considerably mobility and the perceived indifference of 
higher.For a country where 65% of the inst i tut ions.  The movement  has  also 
population is below the age of 35, the quality demonstrated how satire can become a powerful 
and accessibility of opportunities matter as political tool when conventional channels of 
much as headline growth figures.representation appear ineffective.The image of 

young Indians marching under the banner of a At the same time, the movement's strength may 
cockroach serves as a warning. Democracies also prove to be its weakness. Social media 

recurring reports of paper leaks, cancelled function best when citizens believe that hard work will can create visibility but not necessarily durability. Online 
examinations, recruitment delays and legal disputes be rewarded, opportunities will remain accessible and movements often generate extraordinary enthusiasm 
have eroded trust in the system. Every cancelled exam public institutions will act fairly. When that faith only to dissipate when confronted with organisational 
represents lost months or years of preparation. It means weakens, satire turns into protest and mockery acquires realities. Building a sustainable political platform is a 
deferred careers, postponed marriages and mounting political force. challenging task.The CJP must thus confront these 
financial burdens on families. questions: can symbolism be converted into substance? The developments in Delhi should also be viewed in a 

This frustration is unfolding against a paradoxical Can viral popularity evolve into meaningful reform? Can broader regional context. Across South Asia, Generation 
backdrop. India is among the world's fastest-growing the movement develop a coherent agenda without losing Z is emerging as a disruptive political force. In 
major economies. Government officials frequently its appeal?Bangladesh, student-led protests evolved into a wider 
highlight infrastructure expansion, digital innovation challenge to established authority. In Nepal, youth- These questions remain unanswered. But they do not 
and rising global influence. But economic growth and driven campaigns have increasingly mobilised around diminish the movement's significance.For democracies, 
opportunity are not always experienced in the same way. corruption, governance failures and economic the most consequential political developments are often 
Aggregate growth figures conceal uneven outcomes. stagnation, often bypassing traditional political parties. those that expose hidden anxieties. The CJP has exposed 
For many graduates, especially those outside elite A common sentiment is visible: young people are no one such anxiety.
institutions, the promise that education guarantees longer willing to wait for institutions to address their The real story, then, is about citizens and their aspiration 
upward mobility appears increasingly uncertain.concerns.India's Cockroach Janta Party may be the latest and trust. Democracies function best when citizens 

That uncertainty explains why the CJP's message has expression of that sentiment. The CJP's rise is believe that hard work will be recognised, rules will be 
travelled far beyond social media. The movement has remarkable because of its simplicity. The movement fairly enforced and institutions will serve the public 
given expression to a sentiment that political discourse emerged from a controversy in which unemployed good. When that faith weakens, satire becomes protest 
overlooks. India's debates are frequently dominated by youth were allegedly likened to "cockroaches" and and even a cockroach can become a political symbol.

The real story is about citizens and their aspiration and trust

inalienable parts of India. Those who have no locus with EU leaders laid the groundwork for an extensive Vivek Katju Kallas was Estonia’s Prime Minister for three years and 
standi on such matters should desist from making any and comprehensive partnership in the security sector has held her present office since December 2024; hence, 
comment on them”. This was a routine and weak and other domains. The leaders’ statement noted: she does not lack experience. The inescapable JUST when Indian policymakers thought that India-EU 
response to an unprecedented and unjustified paragraph “Enhance cooperation to counter terrorism, in all its conclusion, therefore, is that the EU deliberately agreed ties were on an upward trajectory, they received a rude 
in the joint statement. Why did the MEA not even forms and manifestations including cross-border to a formulation which the Pakistanis may have shock. Standing beside Pakistan’s Foreign Minister 
mention the EU, let alone strongly condemn it? terrorism…” The term “cross-border terrorism” in such proposed. In accepting it, the EU showed complete Ishaq Dar in Islamabad on June 1, EU’s High 

statements indirectly refers to, at a minimum, the disregard for Indian sensitivities.Lest some readers Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Is it because the Modi government did not want the focus 
infrastructure of terror in Pakistan.In March this year, think that this writer is getting carried away by Kaja Kallas, said: “Pakistan is a major regional power to be on its embarrassment? It had done the EU the high 

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar unimportant minutiae of diplomatese, a peep into the and an important partner for the European 
visited Brussels. His host was Kaja Kallas, arcane world of diplomatic drafting is called for. Union”.Praising Pakistan’s mediation between the US 
though he also interacted with other senior Diplomats endeavour to find common formulations for and Iran, she said: “Your diplomatic efforts have helped 
EU leaders. According to a MEA readout, joint statements. When they fail and one side insists that to prevent a return to full-blown war on several 
the visit was “reflective of India’s sustained unless its views are recorded it will not agree even to a occasions, and these efforts are much recognised and 
high-level engagement with the European mention of a matter of surpassing importance to the appreciated across Europe”. This would have been 
Union.” It went on to say: “India-EU other, unilateral statements are framed. They indicate music to Pakistani ears and jarring to some circles in 
relations have entered a phase of renewed that the other side has merely heard the view of the Delhi, for there has been no change in Pakistan’s 
strategic momentum…” Some strange other. However, in recording these formulations, it is reliance on terrorism to keep India on the 
momentum, indeed, if the EU shows a lack ensured that no link can be drawn between the defensive.Paragraph 11 of the EU-Pakistan joint 
of basic sensitivity to India’s significant unilateral comments. These inevitably come about if statement, which came out after Kallas’ discussions 
concerns, as shown during Kallas’ visit to they are included in a single paragraph.with Dar was unprecedented and offensive. It stated: 

At present, it was naturally essential for the EU to Islamabad.It is a fact that Pakistan’s stock “The Pakistan side briefed on the issue of Jammu and 
mention the Ukraine war in a joint statement. In turn, has risen in the world because of its Kashmir. The EU side briefed on Russia’s war on 
the Pakistanis would have demanded the inclusion of mediation efforts between the US and Iran. Ukraine. Both sides expressed support for the peaceful 
their viewpoint on J&K. Even while accepting such a Recently, in his reply to an Indian resolution of conflicts through dialogue and diplomacy 
compromise, the EU should have insisted that J&K and journalist’s question on China-Pak ties, in accordance with the principles of the UN 
Ukraine be mentioned in separate paragraphs. And, Russian President Vladimir Putin denied Charter.”Prima facie, these lines are innocuous, but it is 
while diplomacy was being urged for J&K, the EU that Pakistan was under China’s full the juxtaposition of J&K and the Ukraine war that gave 
should have called for the right conditions being control. He went on to say: “Pakistan is a them an entirely different complexion. The skilled and 

honour of inviting Ursula von der Leyen, President of created by the cessation of cross-border violent large country and it has multifaceted ties with different professional EU diplomats who negotiated the joint 
the European Commission, and Antonio Costa, extremism. The EU did not do so.Responding to a countries.”These assessments of Pakistan should not statement would have known that putting J&K and the 
President of the European Council, as Chief Guests for question on the reference to J&K in the joint statement, bother Indian policymakers, but it should worry them Ukraine war in the same paragraph would be 
this year’s Republic Day. During the visit, the India-EU the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) spokesperson when the EU (or, in future, others) makes unwarranted, unacceptable to India. Moreover, by joining the two 
Free Trade Agreement was signed; the EU itself said on June 2: “We categorically reject such even if indirect, comparisons of India’s concerns with issues through a sentence containing homilies on 
acknowledged that the pact accorded “a significant unwarranted references in the joint press communique other global matters. That is where India has to call the “dialogue and diplomacy” and invoking the UN 
competitive advantage in key industrial and agri-food on matters internal to India. The Union Territories of EU out — not through smart one-liners but logic backed Charter, they only added insult to injury. If the diplomats 
sectors”.Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s discussions Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh are integral and by action. had slipped, why did Kallas do so too?

India-EU tie has a Pak feeling

 More than 43,000 people are living in temporary shelters and relief camps, many without proper healthcare, sanitation or psychological support
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Vegetable Pasta Salad

Punjabi 

Palak

Foods

Punjabi Palak is a famous and healthy Punjabi 
side dish recipe. Made with moong dal and 

palak (spinach), this healthy recipe is rich in 
protein and iron. It is ideal for occasions 

like buffets, dinners or parties. It is a quick 
recipe which pairs well with chapati, 

naan or paratha and can also be tried 
with various rice dishes. If you have 

sudden guests coming over and 
don't know what to cook on a such 
short notice, then this should be 
your go-to recipe as it will take 
very less time in cooking and can 
be made with readily available 
ingredients. Serve this delicious 
recipe with raita of your choice!
INGREDIENTS

Punjabi 

Palak
1 cup boiled moong dal
1 bunch chopped,washed & dried spinach
3 medium finely chopped green chilli
salt as required
2 teaspoon yoghurt (curd)
2 small finely chopped onion
1 piece grated,peeled ginger
4 teaspoon mustard oil
How to make Punjabi Palak
Step 1
For making this easy side dish recipe, take a pan 
and heat mustard oil on a low-medium flame. Saute 
the onions along with green chillis for 30 seconds. 
Put the flame to low and add spinach and ginger to 
it, while the onions change their colour to pink. Stir 

the ingredients well and cover with a lid. Allow 
them to cook for a minute or so.
Step 2
Now open the lid and add moong dal and salt (as 
per your taste) in the same pan and mix well. Add a 
little water and let it simmer for a minute. Turn off 
the flame and add curd to the cooked spinach. Mix 
it properly. Let the curd rest for a few seconds and 
cover the pan with the lid.
Step 3
Remove the lid and transfer the dish to a serving 
bowl and serve this side dish with chapati, paratha 
or steamed rice. Serve this delicious recipe with 
raita of your choice!

Rice Roti
Rice Roti is a traditional breakfast recipe eaten 
in Karnataka and which is quite popular and is 
best enjoyed with chutney or pickle. This dish 
is prepared with all-purpose flour, rice flour, 
jaggery powder, and onion, and is truly 
delicious. This rice based soft roti is also 
known as 'Akki Roti', where akki means rice 
and is made with several variations. In some 
places, you will find rice roti with lentil or 
coconut also. Pack this South Indian recipe for 
your kids' tiffin and you will be less worried 

about the lunchbox when 
they come home. This is 

an easy-to-make South 
Indian paratha recipe 
that can be enjoyed 
on any occasion. Try 
it and enjoy with 
your loved ones.
INGREDIENTS
3 cup all purpose 
flour
1 1/2 cup rice flour
salt as required
2 tablespoon refined oil
1/2 teaspoon green chilli

1 cup water
1 tablespoon coriander leaves

For The Main Dish
3 1/2 cup powdered jaggery

1/4 cup onion

How to make Rice 
Roti
Step 1
T o  p r e p a r e  t h i s  

traditional breakfast recipe, peel the onions and 
chop them in a bowl. Then wash the green chilly 
and coriander leaves under running water. Chop 
them too in separate bowls. Keep them aside.
Step 2
Now, heat oil in a frying pan over medium 
flame. Add the chopped onions in it along with 
coriander leaves and green chilly. Saute the 
ingredients for 4-5 minutes. Then add salt 
according to your taste and add powdered 

jaggery to the mixture. Let the jaggery cook 
in the pan for a minute of two. You will 
notice that the jaggery is melted by now.
Step 3
Next, add water to the pan and when water 
starts boiling, add rice flour in the mixture 
and stir continuously. Let this mixture cook 
for 8-10 minutes over low flame.

Rice Roti

Step 4
Add another half cup of rice flour to the 
cooked mixture along with all purpose 
flour. Remove the pan from the burner and 
let it cool. When the mixture is cool, take a 
dough kneading plate and knead the 
mixture into soft dough.
Step 5
Take a small amount of dough, dust with 
dry flour and roll out the roti. Next, place a 
tawa on medium flame and cook the roti 
using a little oil. Cook from both sides and 
serve. Repeat the procedure with the 
remaining dough. (Note: You can use all 
purpose flour for dusting the roti.)

Vegetable Pasta Salad
Vegetable Pasta Salad is a 
quick, easy and healthy salad 
recipe. Made with read made 
penne pasta, green vegetables 
and yogurt, this low carb recipe 
is apt for pot luck and kitty 
parties. Pasta is one ingredient 
that you can use in a variety of 
ways. The best thing about 
pastas is that they do not have a 
taste of their own and hence 
they easily blend with any type 
of ingredient. The secret of 
making good pasta lies in its 
sauce. If you are making a main 
dish with pasta, ensure that the 
s auce  i s  a roma t i c  and  
flavourful. 
It is a good idea to use a lot of 
garlic and basil because they 
retain their flavour even after 
being cooked for long. If you 
are using tomato as the base of 
your sauce, cook it well so that the raw 
taste disappears. The various types of 
pastas, Fettuccine, Farfalle, Shells, 
Bucatini, Angel Hair and Campanelle can 
be used in your recipes. In making salads, 
you must pay attention to two things- the 
veggies should be fresh and the dressing 
should be interesting.
 If you are making a salad for healthy 
reasons, take care not to put too much oil 

or load it with cheese or your purpose will be 
defeated. If you are craving for a healthy 
recipe, try out this delectable pasta. You can 
also carry it to work or have as your dinner.
INGREDIENTS
200 gm pasta penne
2 tablespoon pesto sauce
1/2 cup green olives
3 pinches salt
2 tablespoon grated cheese-cheddar

1 teaspoon refined oil
1/3 cup yoghurt (curd)
1 medium chopped tomato
1 handful de flowered broccoli
1 pinch black pepper
4 cup water
How to make Vegetable Pasta 
Salad
Step 1
To prepare this pasta salad which 
is super healthy, take a medium 
sized pan and put four cups of 
water. When it comes to a boil, 
add pasta with a pinch of salt and 
one teaspoon oil. The salt is 
important as your pasta will taste 
bland if you add salt only in the 
sauce and the oil will prevent 
pasta from sticking together.
Step 2
Cook the pasta al dente or till it is 
almost done. Drain the pasta and 
rinse under running cold water. It 

will immediately bring the cooking process 
to a halt. If you feel your pasta is slightly 
overdone, add some ice.
Step 3
Now in a baking dish, combine all the 
remaining ingredients and semi cover with 
grated cheese. Bake the dish for few minutes 
so that the cheese melts. This healthy yet 
delicious pasta salad recipe tastes best when 
warm.

Blueberry Sauce
Blueberry Sauce is a 
s u p e r - d e l i c i o u s  
accompaniment with 
desserts that can change 
the taste of your dish 
completely by enhancing 
more flavours in it. A 
simple homemade sauce 
recipe that you can use 
for cakes, pancakes, 
waffles and even ice-
creams,  th is  i s  an  
amazingly delicious dish 
that can be prepared on 
any occasion. This sauce 
recipe is so easy-to-make 
that you can prepare it in 
just under 10 minutes. It 
requires blueberries, 
lemon juice, lime zest, 
and sugar to prepare this easy recipe and has a 
sweet and tangy flavour, which you can use a 
replacement for jams. You can spread blueberry 
sauce on a toast and have it in breakfast, your 
family will like it for sure. Give your taste buds a 
different experience with this sauce recipe, and 
enjoy with your loved ones!
INGREDIENTS
100 gm blueberry
1 1/2 tablespoon lemon juice
350 gm sugar
1 tablespoon lime zest

How to make Blueberry Sauce
Step 1
To prepare this yummy sauce recipe, wash the 
blueberries under running water, pat them dry and 
keep aside. In a blender jar, add these blueberries 
along with lemon juice, and blend until smooth in 
consistency.
Step 2
Next, add sugar and lemon zest in the blender, and 
blend again. Next, place a saucepan over medium 
flame and pour the blueberry puree in it. Bring it to a 
boil and switch off the burner. Let it cool at room 
temperature and serve chilled!
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Foodies

Rajasthani 
As the name suggests, Rajasthani Mirchi 
Vada is a traditional dish of the land of 
camels and deserts. This snack recipe is 
made using green chillies and besan. A 
perfect chaat recipe for those who love spicy 
food, it would just win your heart with it's 
flavor. Try this easy appetizer recipe at 
home!

8 green chilli
1 cup gram flour (besan)
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup refined oil
2 pinches powdered 
turmeric

Ingredients of 
Rajasthani 

Mirchi Vada

How to make 
Rajasthani Mirchi 

Vada
Step 1
For making this spicy dish, you must use 

the long green chillies and not the 
regular ones. Slit the green chillies, 

remove seeds and keep aside. Now, boil 
potatoes with salt and mash them well after 
peeling them. Then, add chilli powder and 
coriander leaves to the potatoes and mix well.
Step 2
Make a thick batter with the flour, turmeric 
powder and salt and fill the chillies with the 

1. Different types of Indian breads
If you are fascinated by pizzas, buns, 
bruschetta, bagels, baguettes, focaccia, 
tortilla etc, you must know that your own 
country has several interesting bread 
types made in such amazingly creative 
manner that they act as wonderful 
accompaniments to any side dish they are 
served with. Can you imagine an Indian 
thali without any kind of bread? The 
humble roti that we eat has even been 
mentioned in Tulsidas’ Raamcharitmanas 
(1600 AD) when it resembled the katori 
and was probably called rotika. Similarly, 
Naan is believed to have come to our land 
from central Asia and even the Paratha 
finds mention in the 12th century Sanskrit 
encyclopaedia, Manasollasa, compiled 
by Someshawar III, the then ruler of 
Karnataka. Here is a list of Indian breads 
that prove India is indeed a land of 
diversity and unity when it comes to food.
2. Poori
The bread of happy occasions, puri is 
unleavened and made with whole-wheat 
dough and is deep fried.
3. Luchi

Luchi is 
a l m o s t  
like puri, 
i s  m o r e  
popular in 
Bengal and 
uses refined 
flour instead of 
w h o l e  w h e a t  
flour.
4. Paratha
Paratha is made with two words-
parat and atta which means layered bread. A 
perfect paratha is the one which separates 
into different layers. It can be made in 
several ways. The triangle or tikona paratha 
has several layers that make it light and 
delicious and the stuffed parathas are 
slightly thick and can be stuffed with 
anything from meat to veggies, potatoes, 
paneer, cheese, sugar, gur and even dals and 
veggies.
5. Naan
Naan in Persian means bread. This soft, 
spongy leavened bread came to India from 
Central Asia and became an inseparable part 
of Mughlai food. It is cooked in tandoor and 

while kneading the dough, usually milk is 
used instead of water, to make it soft.
6. Kulcha
A Punjabi variation of naan, it is a 
leavened flatbread made with refined flour 
and cooked in tandoor. It is made with or 
without stuffings.
7. Appam
A South Indian flatbread made with rice 
and coconut milk batter, it has several 
variations and can be sweet as well as 
savoury.
8. Bhatura
Deep fried and served with Chhole, this 
leavened bread is crispy and much larger 
in size than poori.
9. Puran Poli
A popular Maharashtrian delicacy, it is a 
kind of paratha stuffed with chana daal, 
jaggery and coconut mixture and then 
cooked with some ghee.
10. Sheermal
An inseparable part of traditional Awadhi 
and Nizami cuisine, Sheermal is a 
leavened bread cooked in tandoor. It is 
flavoured with saffron and has a mildly 
sweet taste.
11. Bakarkhani
Bakarkhani is a leavened bread and has a 
biscuit like texture. It is mildly spiced, is 
sweet and is flavoured with saffron. It is a 
part of Eid celebrations and tastes great 

with meats and gravies.
12. Pathiri

This white, thin pancake made 
with rice flour, Pathiri is 

popular with Malabari 
Muslims and is an 
essential part of Iftaar 
during Ramzaan
13. Parotta
Parotta is a layered 
flatbread, midway 
b e t w e e n  l a c c h a  
paratha and tikona 

paratha and is popular 
in Kerala.

14. Laccha Paratha
It is a round bread that has 

several layers which are made 
by applying ghee while rolling the 

dough. It is usually served with Mughlai 
dishes.
15. Roti/Chapati
Round and soft, roti or chapati is made 
with whole-wheat flour and is a part of our 
daily diet.
16. Bhakri
Hard and crisp, it is an unleavened bread 
made with flour and is popular in 
Maharashtra, Goa and Gujarat.
17. Tandoori Roti
Similar to naan this bread is made of 
whole wheat and is cooked in clay oven at 
a high temperature. It is usually smeared 
with butter before serving.
18. Baati

Rajasthani 

Vada 
MirchiMirchi

22 types of Indian breads that prove 
we live in the heaven of 

Foodies

potato mix.
Step 3
Dip the filled peppers in the batter till they 
are completely covered and fry them in 
preheated oil till golden brown. Serve hot 
with chutney, onion rings, beaten curd or the 
accompaniments of your choice.

A Rajasthani preparation it is round and small 
and is served with daal and choorma.
19. Litti
A popular Bihari dish, it looks like a ball which 
is baked in clay oven and is stuffed with sattu. It 
is served with chokha made with brinjal and 
potatoes.

20. Kachori
It is another inalienable part of festivals and 
celebrations in India, kachori is thicker than 
poori and is stuffed with a variety of 
ingredients like peas, onion, potato, mawa 
etc. Its close cousin is Bengali Radhabalabhi 
which is also a type of stuffed poori, but is 
thinner than kachori.
21. Thalipeeth
Popular in Maharashtra, Gujarat and some 
other parts of Western India, Thalipeeth is 
made with rice, wheat, jowar, bajra, urad and 
chana. It is spicy and savoury.
22. Thepla
Made with whole wheat flour, gram flour, 
fenugreek leaves and spices, this Gujarati 
bread is soft and has a longer shelf life than 
most breads.
23. Taftan
Taftan came to India from Iran and is a 
leavened bread made with eggs, flour, 
saffron, spices and kneaded in milk.

Chinese Choley Recipe
Chinese Choley is a delicious appetizer 
recipe that you can prepare for your loved 
ones in monsoon season specifically. 
Though choley is counted as a stomach-
filling ingredients, however, if the right 
combination of spices and veggies are 
added in this dish, it will turn into a snack 
that will be apt for evenings and mid-night 
hunger pangs. This Fusion recipe is 
prepared using chickpeas, onion, capsicum, 
carrot, corn flour and a melange of sauces 
that makes the dish flavourful. So, don't 
wait much and try this easy recipe at home 
for your family and friends. This chole 
recipe is also an apt dish to go along with 
cocktails and hard drinks.
Ingredients of Chinese Choley
1 cup chickpeas
1 medium chopped capsicum (green bell 
pepper)
100 gm green onion
50 gm chopped garlic
2 tablespoon schezwan sauce
1  t a b l e s p o o n  
green chilli sauce
2 0  g m  g r e e n  
chillies
water as required
1  m e d i u m  
chopped onion
1 medium carrot
10 gm chopped 
ginger
1 cup corn flour
1 tablespoon soy 
sauce
2  t a b l e s p o o n  
t o m a t o  c h i l l i  
sauce
salt as required
How to make 
Chinese Choley
Step 1
To prepare this delicious dish, wash 
chickpeas in water 2-3 times and then soak 
them overnight in water in a large bowl. 
Once they are soaked, drain the extra water 
and keep the bowl aside.
Step 2
To the soaked chickpeas, sprinkle corn 
flour, a bit of red chilli powder and salt over 
them so that they are covered completely. 
Freeze these choley for 15-20 minutes so 
that they turn white in colour.
Step 3

Take a small bowl of water and add tomato 
ketchup in it along with Schezwan sauce, 
green chilli sauce, soy sauce and a spoon of 
corn flour and salt as per taste. Mix well all 
the ingredients and make sure that the 
quantity of water must be such that the dish 
remains semi gravy.
Step 4
Put a kadhai on medium flame and heat oil 
in it. When the oil is hot enough, add the 
frozen chickpeas in it and deep fry them 
until they are crispy. Once done, transfer 
them to an absorbent paper, which will soak 
the extra oil.
Step 5
Now, put a frying pan on medium flame and 
add 2-3 teaspoons of oil in it. When the oil is 
hot enough, add chopped onions in it and 
saute them till they are brown in colour. 
Once they are sauteed, add onion wedges in 
it along with sliced green chillies, ginger 
and garlic. Stir and saute them well on high 
flame. Once they are also done, add 

chopped capsicum and carrot in the pan.
Step 6
Once all veggies are done, add the mixture 
of all sauces made in bowl and bring it to a 
boil. Then, add a pinch of salt and mix once 
again. Make sure that not much salt is added 
at this point as the fried chickpeas already 
have salt in them.
Step 7
In the end, add fried chickpeas and spring 
onions in the pan and give them a nice stir. 
Mix them for 2 minutes and serve hot.
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MUMBAI.(Agency) In August 2025, Meta and Reliance infrastructure.
formed a joint venture aimed at Despite evolving headwinds such as an INDIA'S DATA CENTRE MARKET IS 
developing AI platforms and tools for above-normal heatwave, fuel-price GROWING FAST
enterprises in India using Meta's Llama pressure and the evolving West Asia India's data centre industry is expected to 
AI models.The partnership was designed situation, automobile retail sales witness strong growth over the next 
to create AI solutions for Indian registered its best ever May sales across decade, driven by rising internet usage, 
businesses by combining Meta's AI 3-wheeler, passenger vehicle (The move increasing cloud adoption and higher 
technology with Reliance's digital and comes as global technology firms race to d e m a n d  f o r  A I  c o m p u t i n g  
infrastructure capabilities.A LONG-build AI infrastructure to support power.According to consulting firm 
STANDING RELATIONSHIPgrowing demand for AI models, cloud IMARC Group, India's data centre 

services and data processing. Meta said The latest data centre partnership builds market is projected to almost double in 
India's massive user base and rapidly on Meta's earlier investment in Reliance's size and reach $13.11 billion by 2034.
growing digital economy made it an digital ecosystem.In 2020, Meta invested The growth is being supported by the 
a t t rac t ive  des t ina t ion  for  such  $5.7 billion in Jio Platforms, the digital country's digital transformation, 
investments.The partnership further services arm of Reliance Industries. The increasing use of cloud technologies and 
strengthens the relationship between investment was among the largest foreign rising AI workloads that require powerful 
Meta and Reliance, which has grown investments in India's technology sector computing infrastructure.The Jamnagar 
significantly over the past few years. and marked the beginning of a closer facility is expected to become an 

relationship between the two companies.M E TA A N D  R E L I A N C E ' S  A I  important part of Meta's AI infrastructure 
PARTNERSHIP Over the years, the partnership has strategy in India, while also adding to 

expanded from digital services to AI This is not the first AI collaboration Reliance's ambitions in the fast-growing 
technologies and now large-scale data between the two companies. data centre and AI ecosystem.

Gold falls below Rs 1.5 lakh, silver drops Rs 
4,000: Why are precious metals falling?

Big push to asset, land 
monetisation and disinvestment

Will AI reduce hiring? TCS Chairman 
explains what lies ahead for IT jobs

New Delhi.(Agency)
After several months of strong investments, 
inflows into equity mutual funds slowed sharply in 
May as investors became more cautious amid 
global uncertainties. Concerns around geopolitical 
tensions and uncertainty over a possible US-Iran 
peace deal appear to have weighed on sentiment, 
leading to lower investments across most equity 
fund categories.Data released by the Association of 
Mutual Funds in India (AMFI) on Wednesday 
showed that actively managed equity mutual funds 
received net inflows of Rs 22,907.77 crore in May. 
This was 40.4% lower than the Rs 38,440.20 crore 
invested in April.
EQUITY FUND CATEGORIES SEE BROAD-
BASED DECLINE
Almost all major equity fund categories witnessed 
lower inflows during the month.Large-cap funds 
attracted Rs 1,592.93 crore in May, down 36.9% 
from Rs 2,524.61 crore in April. Mid-cap fund 
inflows fell 33.1% to Rs 4,385.06 crore, while 
small-cap funds received Rs 4,945.57 crore, a 
decline of 28.2% compared with the previous mont
Flexi-cap funds, which invest across companies of 
different sizes, saw one of the sharpest declines. 
Inflows dropped nearly 49% to Rs 5,175.54 crore 
from Rs 10,147.85 crore in April.
Meanwhile, sectoral and thematic funds recorded 
inflows of just Rs 647.87 crore, down 66.8% from 
Rs 1,949.36 crore in the previous month.SIP 
FLOWS REMAIN STRONG
Despite the slowdown in lump-sum investments, 
systematic investment plans (SIPs) continued to 
show resilience.SIP contributions stood at Rs 
30,954 crore in May, only slightly lower than Rs 
31,115 crore recorded in April. This marks the 
fourth straight month in which SIP inflows 
remained around the Rs 31,000 crore level, 
highlighting the continued commitment of retail 
investors towards long-term investing.The steady 
SIP numbers suggest that investors are staying 
invested through regular monthly contributions 
even as market conditions remain uncertain.
Aditya Agrawal, CFA, Chief Investment Officer at 
Avisa Wealth Creators, said, "The AMFI Monthly 
Report for May 2026 reflects a healthy but more 
cautious investor sentiment. Equity mutual fund 
inflows moderated sharply to Rs 22,907 crore, the 
lowest level in the last one year, amid heightened 
global uncertainties and market volatility."
He added, "However, SIP inflows remained 
resilient at Rs 30,954 crore, marking the third 
consecutive month above the Rs 30,000 crore level 
and underscoring continued retail investor 
confidence. Overall, while near-term risk appetite 
has softened, the strength of systematic 
investments indicates that long-term wealth 
creation through mutual funds remains firmly 
intact.”

Equity mutual fund inflows 
drop 40.4% month-on-month 

amid global uncertainty

Reserve could keep interest rates higher FedWatch Tool, traders are now pricing in New Delhi.(Agency)
for a longer period.Higher interest rates more than a 70% chance of a US interest Gold and silver prices witnessed a fall in 
usually hurt gold because the precious rate hike by December.US-IRAN India on Wednesday as a stronger US 
metal does not offer any fixed income, CONFLICT ADDS TO MARKET dollar, rising oil prices and fears of higher 
unlike bonds and other interest-bearing VOLATILITYinterest rates triggered heavy selling in 

The latest fall in bullion also came global bullion markets.In India, gold 
against the backdrop of renewed prices dropped Rs 2,677 or 1.76% to Rs 
tensions between the US and Iran.The 1,49,766 per 10 grams, while silver 
United States launched strikes against prices fell Rs 4,347 or 1.82% to Rs 
Iran after President Donald Trump said 2,34,181 per kilogram, according to the 
Tehran had shot down a US Apache latest market data.The fall came after 
helicopter in the Strait of Hormuz. Iran international gold prices slipped to their 
later said it targeted a US military base lowest level in nearly 11 weeks. Spot 
in Jordan and 21 other locations in the gold was trading around $4,181 per 
Gulf in response.ounce after falling about 1.9%, while 

US gold futures for August delivery The developments have increased 
declined 1.9% to $4,204.70 per uncertainty in financial markets and 
ounce.WHY GOLD AND SILVER pushed investors to reassess the 
ARE FALLING outlook for inflation and interest rates.

assets.Ilya Spivak, head of global macro The biggest reason behind the fall is a BULLION UNDER PRESSURE FROM at Tastylive, told Reuters that the decline change in expectations around US RATE HIKE FEARSin gold was mainly driven by changing interest rates.A stronger dollar has made According to Kotak Neo Commodity expectations around US monetary policy.dollar-priced commodities such as gold Research, bullion markets saw broad-"The driver really is the shift in Federal more expensive for buyers using other based liquidation as investors reacted to Reserve policy expectations, the rise in currencies, reducing demand. At the same rising expectations of a US Federal yields and the rise in the dollar. I think all time, higher oil prices have increased Reserve rate hike following strong US of those things are weighing on gold," concerns about inflation, leading labour market data.Spivak said.According to the CME investors to expect that the US Federal 

Mumbai.(Agency)
Benchmark equity indices Sensex and Nifty opened 
higher on Wednesday, supported by buying in blue-
chip stocks such as Reliance Industries and ICICI 
Bank, and cooling crude oil prices.
The 30-share BSE Sensex rallied 303.73 points to 
74,222.49 in early deals. The 50-share NSE Nifty went 
up by 85.40 points to 23,327.50.From the 30-Sensex 
firms, Hindustan Unilever, Reliance Industries, Kotak 
Mahindra Bank, Asian Paints, Trent and ICICI Bank 
were among the biggest winners.Tata Steel, Eternal 
Ltd, Adani Ports and Tech Mahindra were among the 
laggards.Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, traded 
at around USD 91.90 per barrel.
"The market is likely to largely ignore the escalation of 
the conflict in West Asia as a one off. The softness in 
crude price indicates that. Despite the escalation, Brent 
crude continues to trade below USD 93 level," VK 
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit 
Investments Limited, said.A significant trend in global 
markets is the fatigue that is creeping in AI trade, he 
added.In Asian markets, South Korea's Kospi, Japan's 
Nikkei 225 index, Shanghai's SSE Composite index 
and Hong Kong's Hang Seng index quoted lower.
US markets ended mostly lower on Tuesday.
"For Indian markets, a key positive is the cooling in 
crude oil prices. Brent crude has slipped below recent 
highs, easing some pressure on India's inflation 
outlook and current account concerns," Hariprasad K, 
Research Analyst and Founder, Livelong Wealth, said.
Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) offloaded 
equities worth Rs 4,566.03 crore on Tuesday, 
according to exchange data.On Tuesday, the Sensex 
climbed 394.50 points, or 0.54 per cent, to settle at 
73,918.76.

New Delhi.(Agency) 
Zepto's founders Aadit Palicha and Kaivalya Vohra 
have received summons from the Directorate of 
Enforcement seeking information, according to the 
company's updated draft red herring prospectus filed 
ahead of its proposed initial public offering.
The company said Palicha and Vohra, who are key 
managerial personnel, had received summons from the 
Directorate of Enforcement under the Ministry of 
Finance. The filing did not provide further details on 
the matter.Further, as it prepares for its stock market 
debut, Zepto also said it plans to use part of the 
proceeds from the fresh issue to open about 1,904 dark 
stores.The company said it had expanded its dark store 
network from 337 stores across 11 cities as of March 
31, 2024, to 1,139 stores across 66 cities as of March 
31, 2026.Under its strategy section, Zepto said it plans 
to continue a densification approach in the country's 
top 50 cities.According to the filing, Zepto plans to 
spend up to Rs 16.29 billion on capital expenditure 
related to the expansion of its dark store network.
"As per the Redseer Report, quick commerce 
operations are primarily concentrated in high-density 
urban areas, with expansion into smaller towns and 
cities with lower population density becoming 
challenging as these areas are structurally different 
from the markets in which quick commerce works," it 
said.The company said the top 50 cities remained the 
core addressable market for quick commerce and 
continued to be underpenetrated."We plan to continue 
pursuing this densification strategy in these top 50 
cities," it said.
The filing also outlined food safety and regulatory 
matters involving the company.
It said the food safety officer in Ghaziabad had filed 
two cases involving allegations of misbranding a 
packet of jaggery and a packet of puffed fox nut. The 
Additional District Magistrate in Ghaziabad imposed 
penalties of Rs 1 lakh on the company and one of its 
managers and Rs 1.5 lakh on the manufacturer through 
orders dated April 30, 2024. The matters are pending.

Meta partners with Reliance for 
it's first AI data centre in India

Stock markets climb in early 
trade on buying in blue-
chips

Speaking at TCS's 31st annual 
general meeting, N 
Chandrasekaran outlined a 
future where AI agents become 
an integral part of the 
workforce.

Ministry of Coal had already designated the m o d e r n ,  s e l f - r e l i a n t  e n e r g y  day is not far when the company will have 
Coal Controller Organisation (CCO) in ecosystem."According to the Ministry, by half a million agents," he said.He further 
December 2025 as the authority responsible creating a more competitive and efficient mentioned, “So the question will be what all 
for registering and regulating Coal coal market, the reform is expected to can be done by agents, and those things will 
Exchanges.Under the framework, eligible strengthen energy security, support be done by agents and the company's 
entities will be authorised by the CCO to employees and the agents will work 
establish and operate Coal Exchanges, together. And that will be the future.”
frame market rules and bye-laws, and HIRING WILL CONTINUE, BUT NOT 
facilitate coal trading. Registrations for AT THE SAME SCALE
operating Coal Exchanges will be granted The TCS chairman acknowledged that 
for a period of 25 years.According to the the rise of AI will inevitably affect 
Ministry, the introduction of Coal recruitment across the IT industry."Will 
Exchanges marks a shift in coal marketing it definitely lead to decrease in hiring? New Delhi.(Agency) 
from the traditional "one-to-many" sales Absolutely. The company will not be The Ministry of Coal has notified the Coal 
model to a competitive "many-to-many" hiring the kind of numbers that you used Exchange Rules, 2026, paving the way for 
trading platform.The Ministry said the to hire," Chandrasekaran said.He added the establishment of Coal Exchanges in the 
new system "will enable transparent and that this is not a challenge unique to TCS. industrial growth and contribute to the country as part of efforts to modernise 
market-driven price discovery, improve Instead, it is a transition that the entire vision of Viksit Bharat through sustainable India's coal supply chain and create a more 
efficiency, and provide coal producers, technology industry will  have to economic development and a future-ready transparent and efficient coal market.The 
including commercial and captive miners, navigate.“Why the company, the industry is energy sector. AI AGENTS AND rules were published in the Official Gazette, 
with easier access to a wider pool of likely to hire the same number of people EMPLOYEES WILL WORK TOGETHERfollowing the enactment of the Mines and 
buyers."It added that "Public Sector coal they used to hire because certain portions of Speaking at TCS's 31st annual general Minerals (Development and Regulation) 
companies can also leverage the platform to the work, in the current scheme of things, meeting, Chandrasekaran outlined a future Amendment Act, 2025, which introduced 
enhance market participation."The will go to AI agents," he said.The comments where AI agents become an integral part of the concept of a Mineral Exchange and 
government said the Coal Exchange suggest a structural shift in workforce the workforce.The company will have equal empowered the Central Government to 
initiative reflects its commitment to planning, particularly for entry-level hiring number of AI workers. We call them AI promote transparent and efficient trading of 
"enhancing ease of doing business, that has traditionally fuelled employment agents as there are employees. If the minerals, including coal and its processed 
promoting transparency, and building a growth in India's IT services sector.company has half a million employees, the forms.To facilitate the initiative, the 

Rupee slips 15 paise to 
95.56 against US dollar amid 
fresh West Asia tensions

            

Zepto founders Aadit 
Palicha, Kaivalya Vohra 
receive ED summons: IPO 
documents

MUMBAI.(Agency) 
The rupee weakened by 15 paise to 95.56 against the 
US dollar in early trading on Wednesday, weighed 
down by a surge in crude oil prices following fresh 
tensions in West Asia.Forex traders said the USD/INR 
pair opened on a negative note after US President 
Donald Trump said Iran was responsible for downing 
an American military helicopter near the Strait of 
Hormuz and that the US "must" respond to the attack.
At the interbank foreign exchange market the rupee 
opened at 95.52, then lost ground and touched 95.56 in 
initial trade, registering a fall of 15 paise from its 
previous close.On Tuesday, the rupee appreciated 20 
paise to close at 95.41 against the US dollar.
According to traders, the Indian rupee is trading with a 
negative bias and remains under severe pressure due to 
renewed geopolitical tensions in West Asia.As India 
heavily relies on energy imports, any spike in global 
crude oil prices directly widens the trade deficit and 
weakens the domestic currency, they said.
The United States launched retaliatory strikes against 
Iran after an American Apache helicopter was downed 
near the Strait of Hormuz.In response, Iran's Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) launched 
retaliatory drone and long-range missile strikes 
targeting US facilities across the region.
Meanwhile, the dollar index, which gauges the 
greenback's strength against a basket of six currencies, 
was trading at 99.94, up 0.03 per cent.Brent crude, the 
global oil benchmark, was trading higher by 0.73 per 
cent at USD 92.12 per barrel in futures trade.On the 
domestic equity market front, Sensex climbed 303.73 
points to 74,222.49 in early trade, while the Nifty was 
up 85.40 points to 23,327.50.Foreign institutional 
investors offloaded equities worth Rs 4,566.03 crore 
on a net basis on Tuesday, according to exchange data.

Every flare-up in the Strait of 
Hormuz sends shockwaves through 
global energy markets. Could a 
proposed 2,000-km undersea 
pipeline from Oman to Gujarat help 
India break free from that 
vulnerability? Let's find out.

The government has set a target of Rs 10 
lakh crore in asset monetisation during the 
five-year period from FY26 to FY30 under 
the National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) 
2.0. Under NMP 1.0, it achieved nearly 90% 
of its Rs 6 lakh crore target.
At the same time, the Centre is accelerating 
the monetisation of idle and non-core public 
assets through the National Land 
Monetisation Corporation (NLMC). 
According to the DPE, approvals were 
received during FY26 for monetisation of 
assets valued around Rs 10,048 crore.
The government’s fiscal burden has risen New Delhi,.(Agency)
following support measures announced in With the Centre facing a significant 
recent weeks. It has created a Rs 1 lakh crore resource crunch following a series of 
Economic Stabilisation Fund to build fiscal emergency measures to shield the economy 
buffers and respond to emergencies. Of this, from the West Asia crisis, the government 
Rs 10,000 crore has been allocated for oil has activated plans to mobilise additional 
marketing firms to stabilise aviation turbine revenue, official sources said on Tuesday. meetings with the Department of ta rge t  of  Rs  80 ,000 crore  f rom 
fuel prices.The government has also The measures include aggressively Investment and Public Asset Management disinvestment in FY27.
launched a fresh Emergency Credit Line pursuing asset and land monetisation while (DIPAM) and the Department of Public One official said the proposed strategic sale 
Guarantee Scheme with an outlay of Rs also stepping up efforts to raise funds Enterprises (DPE) to explore more avenues of IDBI Bank, which had been put on hold 
18,000 crore to support MSMEs and the through disinvestment.Sources said senior for resource mobilisation. The government due to valuation concerns and lack of 
aviation sector.government officials are holding weekly hopes DIPAM would exceed the Budget investor interest, may be revived.
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and I keep going for wins. Considering these New Delhi (Agency)  
things, it has been pretty hard but okay, it's a The romanticised narrative of elite sport 
challenge. I either break from it or grow dictates that ascending to the absolute 
through it. Right now, it is not looking great. pinnacle brings ultimate liberation. For D 
Let's see."This over-ambition has directly Gukesh, the reality of wearing the heaviest 
bled into his results.At Norway Chess, his crown in chess has been starkly different. 
trademark calculating objectivity was Since creating history to become the 
occasionally replaced by a desperate youngest  undisputed World Chess  
tendency to force complications, leading to a Champion, the 20-year-old Indian maestro 
humbling tournament performance rating of has found himself locked in a punishing, 

Championship title defense against Javokhir just 2636.complex slump.
Sindarov, the brilliant 20-year-old Uzbek PEOPLE LUCKY NOT TO WIN WORLD The technical fallout of this exhausting phase 
challenger who stormed through the TITLE: GUKESHwas laid bare at the recent Norway Chess 
Candidates Tournament to set up a tantalising For a prodigy who spent his entire tournament in Oslo. There, a bruised Gukesh 
clash of generations.Speaking to the adolescence single-mindedly hunting for a endured a disastrous campaign, finishing at 
Hindustan Times, Gukesh opened up about singular prize, scaling the peak at 18 removed the bottom of the six-player field. He 
the profound mental hurdles holding him the primary engine that once drove his daily managed just a single classical victory while 
back."Managing expectations," Gukesh work. Gukesh offered a remarkably candid suffering four painful defeats, including a 
revealed, defining the steepest obstacle of his piece of introspection on this existential trap, final-round loss to Magnus Carlsen, causing 
reign."As much as you try to switch off from admitting that climbing the mountain so early his live rating to bleed heavily and dropping 
the outside world, you're still aware that there creates a unique psychological vacuum.For him out of the world's top 10.Yet, the modern 
is this elephant in the room - of expectations anybody, becoming a world champion is such c h e s s  c a l e n d a r  p e r m i t s  n o  q u i e t  
from you and also you expect something from a huge drive that most people are lucky not to convalescence. Gukesh is actively hurtling 
yourself. In general, I'm an ambitious player achieve it," Gukesh said.toward a monumental World Chess 

an acknowledgement of the sacrifices made play their maiden women’s global 
by an earlier generation. Long before central tournament, the Dutch are not merely 
contracts, sold-out stadiums and multi-crore preparing to face India, Australia, South 
Women's Premier League (WPL) deals Africa and Bangladesh. They are carrying the 
transformed the game, India's women hopes of a generation of cricketers who 

continue to juggle studies, 
work and international 
c r icke t  whi le  chas ing  
opportunities that players 
from Full Member nations 
often take for granted.
For some, a successful World 
Cup could mean recognition. IRVINE, Calif. (Agency)  
For others, it could mean a "I think we really want to show the world, not 
franchise contract. For many, only the Netherlands, but the world that we 
it could simply mean the are good and that we should get asked for 
chance to keep playing the franchise cricket Those words from 
game they love a little longer.Netherlands fast bowler Isabel van der 
And after a historic victory Woning, in an exclusive conversation with 
over Bangladesh, their first India Today, are about more than showcasing 
win over a women's Full her own talent or that of her teammates. They cricketers balanced international cricket with 

Member in years, the Netherlands head into reflect the next frontier for Dutch women's studies, jobs and financial uncertainty.If one 
the tournament believing they belong.cricket.When India captain Harmanpreet can comprehend the gravity of that struggle, it 
“We want to move some more mountains Kaur shared India's Women's ODI World Cup becomes easier to understand what this 
now," Captain Babette de Leede told India triumph with pioneers such as Mithali Raj, Women's T20 World Cup means to associate 
Today after the landmark result.Anjum Chopra and Jhulan Goswami, it was nations, especially the Netherlands.Set to 

Writing exams and beating Full Members? 
Netherlands women eye more at T20 World Cup

Ahmedabad. (Agency)  
The memories of the Women's ODI World 
Cup triumph are still fresh. Harmanpreet 
Kaur, taking the catch to dismiss Nadine de 
Klerk, feels like it happened only yesterday; 
such was the impact and significance of that 
moment. But that victory is now in the past. 
India still have unfinished business in the T20 
format as they prepare to take the field in the 
Women's T20 World Cup.In 2020, Alyssa 
Healy gave them nightmares in broad daylight 
at the Melbourne Cricket Ground as Australia 
outclassed India in their first-ever final in the 
tournament's history. In 2024, when the World 
Cup was held in the UAE, India entered as one 
of the favourites because of their familiarity 
with the conditions, but their campaign ended 
in disappointment as they crashed out in the 
group stages.In between, in 2023, India had a 
golden opportunity to beat Australia in the 
semi-finals, only to fall short after stumbling 
at the death. But all of that is now part of 
history. In the ODI World Cup in 2017, India 
were undone by a spell from hell by Anya 
Shrubsole at Lord's, while Deepti Sharma's 
untimely no-ball in 2022 denied them a place 
in the semi-finals.There will, therefore, be 
hope that if India could put aside years of 
heartbreak in ODIs to finally lift the World 
Cup, they can do the same in T20Is as well. 
This will be India's first ICC tournament since 
becoming world champions last year, and 
expectations will undoubtedly be high. In fact, 
the spotlight on them is likely to be far brighter 
than it was the last time they entered a global 
event.
POOR FORM TO HURT INDIA?
India have endured a mixed run in the last few 
months. They began with a thumping 5–0 
series win over Sri Lanka at home before 
following it up with a 2-1 triumph over 
Australia. That victory was particularly 
special as it marked India's first bilateral series 
win over Australia in a decade. Shreyanka 
Patil, who made her international comeback 
during the series, played a key role in the 
decider in Adelaide and was named Player of 
the Match.

Iceland survived a sustained spell of pressure.New Delhi. (Agency)  
The crowd's attention, however, was fixed on Lionel Messi returned from injury with a goal 
Messi. The eight-time Ballon d'Or winner as Argentina completed their FIFA World Cup 
started on the bench as he continued his preparations with a comfortable 3-0 victory 
recovery from muscle fatigue suffered during over Iceland in Auburn, Alabama, on Tuesday.
Inter Miami's win over Philadelphia last The reigning world champions extended their 
month.When he finally entered the match in winning streak to seven matches and received 
the closing stages, Messi needed only a timely boost ahead of the tournament, with 
moments to leave his mark. His first Messi making an immediate impact after 
involvement was a defense-splitting pass that coming off the bench in the second 
sent Martinez through on goal. The striker was half.Argentina's first meeting with European 
brought down by Lafsson inside the area, and opposition since the 2022 World Cup final 
Messi stepped up to dispatch the resulting began at a lively pace. Iceland should have 
penalty into the top corner for his 117th taken the lead inside the opening minutes 
international goal.when Mikael Ellertsson found himself with the 
Argentina were not finished. Messi was again goal at his mercy, only to blaze over from close 

the Icelandic defence and nearly turned Allister, Enzo Fernandez and Lautaro involved in the move that sealed the result, range.The miss proved costly. Argentina 
provider midway through the first half. His Martinez among five substitutions. The picking out Rodrigo De Paul, whose low cross capitalised shortly afterwards when Iceland 
perfectly weighted through ball released Nico changes increased Argentina's attacking threat, was turned in by Thiago Almada from close failed to clear a deep free-kick. The loose ball 
Paz, but the youngster was denied by lafsson at but a second goal remained elusive.Mac range.The victory capped a productive warm-fell kindly to Valentin Barco, who drilled a 
the near post as Argentina went into the break Allister rattled the woodwork just after the up campaign for Argentina and, perhaps more first-time effort into the bottom corner beyond 
with a slender one-goal lead.Scaloni rang the hour mark from Martnez's clipped pass, while importantly, confirmed Messi's readiness for Elas Rafn Lafsson to give Lionel Scaloni's side 
changes at half-time, introducing Alexis Mac the Inter Milan striker twice struck the post as the tournament. an early advantage.Barco continued to trouble 

World Cup for the first time. However, he 
believes years of navigating Champions 
League knockout campaigns have given him a 
clear understanding of tournament football and 
the importance of focusing only on the next 
challenge.Rather than looking ahead to 
potential semi-finals or finals, Tuchel wants 
England to concentrate on progressing through 
the group stage before turning their attention to 
what comes next."It is my opinion and my 
conviction that once you reach the quarter-

New Delhi,. (Agency)  finals, you can go all the way," he said.
Thomas Tuchel believes England have every "I think it's important not to try to digest this 
reason to dream of World Cup glory, but the whole tournament in one piece, and to focus on 
German manager is not ready to place his side what we can influence. At the moment, this is 
among the favourites for the 2026 tournament. prep camp and then we will take care of the 
With bookmakers listing England among the group stage."Make sure that you go through 
leading contenders, expectations are once your group, and don't get distracted by 
again building around a team that has reached overthinking."England begin their campaign 
the latter stages of recent major tournaments. on June 17 in Dallas against Croatia, a rematch 
Yet Tuchel feels the country's 60-year wait for of the 2018 World Cup semifinal that ended in 

World Cup 2026, Group L preview: Will without having previously lifted the trophy.a second World Cup title makes it difficult to disappointment for the Three Lions.
England finally bring the trophy home? "It's just like if you go to Wimbledon and you justify the favourite tag.Speaking in Florida Despite his reluctance to call England 
"There are proven winners in the tournament have never won it, you're not the favourite. But ahead of England's final warm-up match favourites, Tuchel insisted there is no shortage 
with more success in recent tournaments. So, you can win it, of course, and we want to win against Costa Rica, Tuchel pointed to the of belief within the squad."I have belief. We all 
these are the favourites, and we compete for the it," he said.But we know what it takes, and it weight of history and the presence of more have belief," he said."We all have a dream, but 
trophy."To explain his point, Tuchel turned to also takes a calm mindset and focus on our established winners in the field."We're not the it comes with responsibility and hard work and 
tennis. He compared England's World Cup steps."The former Chelsea and Bayern Munich top favourites. We can't be, because we haven't commitment and discipline, and sometimes it 
ambitions to a player arriving at Wimbledon manager will be leading a national side at a won it for so, so many years," Tuchel said.FIFA comes with disappointment and setbacks.

World Cup warm-up: Messi scores on return as 
Argentina register 3-0 win vs Iceland

World Cup 2026: England can dare to dream but 
are not heavy favourites, says Thomas Tuchel

World Championship a burden? Most people 
lucky not to achieve it, says D Gukesh

IRVINE, Calif. (Agency)  
India have suffered yet another blow to their ODI 
squad ahead of the three-match ODI series 
against Afghanistan. After Virat Kohli, Hardik 
Pandya has been ruled out of the series, which is 
set to begin India's preparations for the 2027 ODI 
World Cup, to be held in South Africa.
Indian Cricket Board sources have told India 
Today that Hardik is suffering from a quadriceps 
injury which will take three weeks to heal. 
Pandya had injured his back during the Indian 
Premier League 2026 while playing for Mumbai 
Indians. The MI captain only played 10 matches 
in the tournament and was away from the team 
for the final games of the league stage.Pandya 
was at the BCCI's Centre of Excellence in 
Bengaluru to get clearance for the back spasm 
injury that he sustained in the IPL while playing 
for Mumbai Indians. It is learnt that the new 
injury could be a result of him bowling his full 
quota of 10 overs at the CoE during the 
assessment.With three weeks for recovery, there 

is absolutely no chance of him playing the ODI 
series as his rehabilitation will not be complete," 
said a BCCI source.Pandya's injury adds another 
layer of uncertainty to the Indian team, who are 
already without the services of Virat Kohli. The 
talismanic India batter was injured in the IPL 
final against Gujarat Titans, when he pulled his 
hamstring while batting. Apart from Kohli, there 
is uncertainty around the availability of former 
India captain Rohit Sharma as well, who 
struggled with fitness in the IPL months.While 
Yashasvi Jaiswal has replaced Kohli, the BCCI 
are yet to announce a replacement for Hardik 
Pandya or, for that matter, confirm his injury.
The ODI series against Afghanistan begins on 
Saturday in Dharamsala, followed by games in 
Lucknow and Chennai on June 17 and 20 
respectively.

After Virat Kohli, Hardik 
Pandya ruled out of ODI 

series vs Afghanistan

New Delhi,. (Agency)  
Pakistan have named Sahibzada Farhan 
captain for the 2026 Asian Games in Aichi-
Nagoya, Japan, with the Pakistan Cricket 
Board opting for a young 15-member squad 
and leaving out several established white-ball 
names, including Babar Azam, Shaheen Shah 
Afridi, Salman Ali Agha and Shadab Khan.
Abdul Samad has been named vice-captain, 
while four players in the squad, Akif Javed, Ali 
Raza, Maaz Sadaqat and Saad Masood, are yet 
to make their T20I debuts for Pakistan.The 
selection marks a clear shift in approach 
following Pakistan's recent tournament 
disappointments. They exited the recently 
concluded T20 World Cup at the Super 8 stage 
and also fell short against India in the Asia Cup 
final.Against that backdrop, the PCB has 
chosen a squad built around emerging players 
for a multi-sport event in which the men's 
cricket competition begins on September 24, 

with the medal matches scheduled for October 
3.Farhan, 30, is among the most experienced 
players in the squad. He has played 46 T20Is 
for Pakistan, scoring 1,305 runs, including two 
centuries and 10 fifties, and finished as the 
leading run-scorer at the 2026 T20 World Cup.
Despite those credentials, he has never led 
Pakistan in either white-ball format. Samad 
has played five T20Is but has not featured in 
the format for Pakistan since March last year. 
More recently, he was part of the ODI series 
against Australia.The PCB's selection 
underlines its stated focus on giving younger 
players greater exposure. In a release, the 
board said: "Among the 15-member squad, 
Akif Javed, Ali Raza, Maaz Sadaqat and Saad 
Masood are the four players yet to represent 
Pakistan in the T20I format. Additionally, 14 
of the 15 players selected for the Asian Games 
squad are part of the NCA White-Ball Camp, 
which is set to commence in Lahore from 
Monday, 15 June."The composition of the 
squad ref lects  the board 's  broader  
development plans, with the majority of the 
players already integrated into the NCA's 
white-ball programme ahead of the 
tournament.Usman Khan has been selected as 
the primary wicketkeeper in a squad that looks 
markedly different from the one Pakistan 
fielded at the T20 World Cup earlier this 
year.Senior players and established leaders 
have been left out.

India Women aim to erase 
T20 World Cup scars after 

ODI title glory

Asian Games: No Babar, 
Shaheen as Sahibzada Farhan to 

lead Pakistan's young squad

England manager Thomas Tuchel believes 

his side have the quality to challenge for 

the World Cup title, but insists they 

cannot be considered favourites given 

their long wait for success on football's 

biggest stage.

ZThe Netherlands head into their maiden 

Women's T20 World Cup believing they can 

compete with the sport's biggest teams 

after a historic win over Bangladesh. For a 

squad balancing studies, jobs, and cricket, 

the tournament is also a chance to earn 

franchise opportunities and keep their 

cricketing dreams alive.
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imposed on the Jammu and Kashmir assessment of Islamabad's actions. GENERAL SANTOS.(Agency) 
Two major international human rights Joint Awami Action Committee "Branding a grassroots organization as 
organisations have issued urgent (JKJAAC) - a civil society body that has 'terrorist' on vague grounds, while 
condemnations of Pakistan's simultaneously cutting the region 
e s c a l a t i n g  c r a c k d o w n  i n  off from the outside world, raises 
Pakistan-occupied Jammu and serious concerns regarding the 
Kashmir (PoK), warning that the Pakistani authorities' conduct and 
designation of a peaceful their disregard for human rights," 
grassroots movement as a she said. "The proscription of 
terrorist organisation, combined JKJAAC under anti-terror laws is 
with a lethal military response to disproportionate, unlawful and a 
civilian protests, represents a violation of the right to freedom of 
g r a v e  a n d  a c c e l e r a t i n g  association."Lassee further stated 
deterioration of fundamental that the alarming escalation of 
rights in the region.Amnesty violence, including the deaths of 

led protests over political rights and I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  t h e  protesters ,  "raises serious 
economic grievances in PoK for several International Human Rights Foundation questions," and demanded that 
years.(IHRF) both issued emergency authorities conduct an independent 

statements on Tuesday, calling for inquiry into what she described as the What the Rights Bodies Are Saying
immediate de-escalation, independent alleged extrajudicial killing of JKJAAC Amnesty International 's Deputy 
investigations into civilian killings, and activist Shahzeb Habib, as well as the Regional Director for South Asia, 
the unconditional lifting of a ban deaths of protesters in Rawalakot.Isabelle Lassee, minced no words in her 

NEWS BOX

Pakistani airstrikes in Afghanistan kill at 
least 13 people, Taliban official says

"Disproportionate, Unlawful": Global 
Rights Bodies On Crackdown In PoK

Uranium Ban To Site 
Closures: What US Wants 
From Iran In Nuclear Talks

Carriage Horse Tragically 
Dies In Front Of Crowd In 

New York's Central Park As 
Ban Push Intensifies

UNITED NATIONS. (Agency) 
A carriage horse tragically collapsed and died in Central 
Park on Tuesday (Jun 9) evening, leaving onlookers 
deeply distressed as they witnessed the animal's final 
moments. The incident occurred on 72nd Street near 
Central Park West during a ride operated by carriage 
driver Nurettin Kirbiyik. His 16-year-old horse, Deniz, 
suddenly collapsed and assed away approximately 10 
minutes later.Video clips of the incident circulating on 
social media show the brown-and-white horse lying 
motionless across the pavement while Kirbiyik could be 
seen standing in front of the animal, making a phone call. 
Concerned parkgoers gathered around the horse and 
hugged each other after witnessing the tragic scene.
Kirbiyik and a spokesperson for TWU Local 100, the 
union representing carriage horse drivers, said Deniz was 
in good health and went to the vet back in January, 
according to a report in CBS News.The poor horse's death 
comes less than 24 hours before council members are 
scheduled to gather on the steps of City Hall in support of 
Ryder's Law to phase out the city's horse carriages. The 
legislation has been named in memory of a carriage horse, 
Ryder, who also died in 2022 under similar 

circumstances.Voters For Animal Rights (VFAR), a 
grassroots nonprofit organisation building political 
power for animal protection in New York, highlighted 
that it wasn't the first time a horse has died in the city and 
demanded urgent action."Tonight, a carriage horse 
collapsed and died in Central Park. We do not yet know 
this horse's name, age, history, or what caused their death, 
but we do know this: no horse should spend their life 
pulling a carriage through the streets of Manhattan," the 
organisation stated."This moment demands more than 
outrage. It demands action. On Thursday, the City 
Council will reintroduce Ryder's Law — legislation to 
finally transition New York City away from horse 
carriages and retire the horses to sanctuaries."Similarly, 
PETA demanded that the city council immediately pass 
the Ryder's Law to ensure safety of the horses. "City 
Council, what more do you need? Central Park goers are 
crying and hugging after seeing this traumatizing death 
for all involved," PETA said.

Death toll from Philippines 
quake rises to 46

Ottawa. (Agency) 
An Indian-origin man, working as an officer with the 
Ontario Provincial Police in Canada, was killed near 
the town of Hearst while on duty. Provincial Constable 
Tarun Bali, 29, was seriously injured after he was hit by 
a vehicle during an investigation and later pronounced 
dead, according to police.The Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) have arrested an 18-year-old man for the 
first-degree murder of Bali. The accused has been 
charged with two counts each of flight from police and 
dangerous driving.
How Tarun Bali Was Killed
According to OPP Commissioner Thomas Carrique, 
the accused had escaped from a hospital, where he was 
being assessed under the Mental Health Act. 
Officers were trying to apprehend him when the 
accused allegedly hit Bali with a vehicle. Other police 
officers later took the accused into custody, Carrique 
said.The officer said the OPP criminal investigation 
branch was looking into Bali's death in conjunction 
with the Office of the Chief Coroner and the Ontario 
Forensic Pathology Service.
What Canada Police Said
In a statement announcing Indo-Canadian Bali's death, 
Carrique said, "It is with deep sorrow that I confirm that 
OPP Provincial Constable Tarun Bali was killed in the 
line of duty this afternoon in Hearst.""His courage and 
commitment to serving others will never be forgotten. 
As we grieve this immeasurable loss, I extend our 
heartfelt condolences to his loved ones, colleagues and 
the policing community."Bali was assigned to the 
Dufferin detachment in southern Ontario and had more 
than two years of service. Police records showed that he 
had previously completed rotations in the James Bay 
detachment area.

Fighter jets from the U.S. Air Force 
and Navy conducted the strikes in 
Iran, the U.S. military's Central 
Command said, targeting "air 
defense, ground control stations, and 
surveillance radar sites.”

MALMÖ. (Agency) 
The United States and Iran are currently discussing a 
possible way forward on Iran's nuclear programme, 
even as the ceasefire between the two sides remains 
fragile.Negotiators have narrowed down the talks to 
four major nuclear issues that will decide whether a 
broader agreement is possible, according to the NY 
Times.The first issue is uranium enrichment, where the 
US wants Iran to stop enrichment for a long period, 
possibly up to 20 years. Iran has offered a shorter pause 
of around 10 years, with some reports suggesting a 
possible middle ground of 15 years.Earlier, US 
President Donald Trump said even a 20-year ban might 
not be enough, but later he suggested he could accept it 
if it was a "real 20 years". It is still unclear whether he 
would agree to a 15-year deal.Second, both sides are 
debating what should happen to Iran's existing 
stockpile of enriched uranium. The US wants it to be 
reduced or "downblended" under the supervision of 
international inspectors, while Iran wants to keep 
control over the material and limit outside 
involvement.US Secretary of State Marco Rubio has 
said that any deal must include all of Iran's enriched 
uranium, about 11 tons. Iran has not clearly said 
whether it is ready to give up its full stockpile.
In an interview with NBC News, Trump had said, 
“We'll take it out and destroy it, whether it's on site or 
whether we take it off site.”Third, the US wants Iran to 
completely shut down its three main nuclear sites of 
Natanz, Fordo and Isfahan. Iran's stockpile of 60 
percent enriched uranium is believed to be stored deep 
underground in Ifsahan. 
Iran has agreed to close two of these sites, but it wants 
to keep one site running because it says it still has the 
"right to enrich uranium" for peaceful purposes.
US officials are worried about this idea. In the past, a 
similar nuclear deal during Barack Obama's time did 
not fully shut down the Fordo site. Later, Iran restarted 
activities there, which became a concern 
again.Officials believe that if even one site remains 
open, it could still be used in the future for making 
weapons, especially if it is hidden or underground. At 
this stage, Iran has not clearly responded to the US 
demand.The fourth major issue in the talks is 
international inspections of Iran's nuclear programme. 
The US wants inspectors from the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to be able to carry out 
"snap inspections", meaning they can visit any 
suspected nuclear site at any time without advance 
notice.

US blocks Pakistan-China bid to 
blacklist BLA, Majeed Brigade at UNSC

Islamabad and Beijing had in 

September last year submitted their 

joint bid to the Security Council to 

blacklist the BLA and the Majeed 

Brigade under the Council's 1267 Al 

Qaeda Sanctions Committee.

Naqvi later attended funeral prayers for open war with its Afghanistan, following KABUL. (Agency) 
the dead personnel in Peshawar, the a surge in militant attacks on civilians Afghanistan said Wednesday that 
ministry said.Naqvi paid tribute to the and security forces inside Pakistan. Pakistan launched new airstrikes 
dead and expressed condolences to their Afghanistan has said a deadly Pakistani targeting the country, killing at least 13 
families, saying their sacrifices would airstrikes in March hit a drug-treatment people and wounding 14 others.The 

center in Kabul, killing more than 400 countries have engaged in months of 
people. The death toll could not be fighting that has killed hundreds of 
independently confirmed.Pakistan people.Taliban chief spokesperson 
has disputed the claim and denied Zabihullah Mujahid said the latest 
targeting civilians, saying it struck an airstrikes targeted the Afghan 
ammunit ion depot.The latest  provinces of Khost, Kunar and Paktika 
development comes months after and killed 11 children, one woman and 
China hosted peace talks between one elderly man.There was no 
Pakistan and Afghanistan in Urumqi, immediate acknowledgment of the 
in northern China, and later Beijing strikes from Pakistan.The strikes came 
said Afghanistan and Pakistan had a day after suspected Pakistani Taliban 
agreed not to escalate their conflict militants attacked a security post in the 

not be forgotten. He also said Pakistan and to explore a solution.Pakistan Hasan Khel area of northwestern 
remained united in its fight against accuses Afghanistan of harboring Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa province 
militancy and that operations against militants that carry out deadly attacks bordering Afghanistan, triggering an 
groups threatening peace and security inside Pakistan, especially the Pakistani intense gunbattle in which six members 
would be intensified.Pakistan and Taliban, known as Tehrik-e-Taliban of the Federal Constabulary were killed 
Afghanistan have engaged in deadly Pakistan or TTP. The group is separate and several others wounded, according 
fighting since late February, when from, but allied with, the Afghan Taliban, to Pakistan’s Interior Ministry.Local 
Afghanistan launched a cross-border which has ruled Afghanistan since it authorities said Tuesday that security 
attack on Pakistan in retaliation for seized power in the country in 2021 amid forces killed eight of the attackers and 
Pakistani airstrikes inside Afghanistan. the chaotic withdrawal of U.S.-led thwarted an attempt to overrun the 
Pakistan in February declared it was in troops. Kabul denies the charge.checkpoint. Interior Minister Mohsin 

including ISIL-K, Al-Qaeda, Tehrik-e several listing proposals made by India and (SDGT) designation.The action taken by the 
Taliban Pakistan, East Turkistan Islamic its partners, like the US, to designate Department of State "demonstrates the 
Movement, BLA and the Majeed Brigade Pakistan-based terrorists and terror entities Trump Administration's commitment to 
operate from Afghan sanctuaries, with more under the Council's 1267 Al Qaeda Sanctions countering terrorism.Terrorist designations 
than 60 such terrorist camps serving play a critical role in our fight 
as hubs for enabling cross-border against this scourge and are an 
infiltration and attacks."Pakistan effective way to curtail support 
and China have jointly submitted to for terrorist activities," the State 
the 1267 Sanctions Committee a Department had said.BLA was 
request to designate the BLA and designated as an SDGT by 
Majeed Brigade. We hope the Washington in 2019 following 

World. (Agency) Council will act swiftly on this several terrorist attacks.Since 
The United States has opposed a joint move listing to curb their terrorist 2 0 1 9 ,  B L A h a s  c l a i m e d  
by Pakistan and China at the UN Security activities," Ahmed had said at a UN responsibility for additional 
Council to list the Balochistan Liberation Security Council meeting.Pakistan attacks, including by the Majeed 
Army (BLA) and the Majeed Brigade as a currently sits in the 15-nation Brigade, the State Department 
terrorist organisations.Islamabad and Security Council as a non- had added.The State Department 
Beijing had in September last year submitted permanent member for the 2025-26 also said that in 2024, BLA 
their joint bid to the Security Council to term, while China is a veto- claimed it had committed suicide 
blacklist the BLA and the Majeed Brigade wielding permanent member of the attacks near the airport in Karachi 
under the Council's 1267 Al Qaeda Sanctions powerful UN body.Pakistan was the and the Gwadar Port Authority Committee regime.The US has designated 
Committee.It is learnt that the US, France chair of the 1988 Taliban Sanctions Complex and in 2025, the organisation had the Balochistan Liberation Army and its alias, 
and UK - all permanent veto-wielding Committee of the UN Security Council for claimed responsibility for the March the Majeed Brigade, as a Foreign Terrorist 
members of the Security Council - blocked 2025, as well as the vice-chair of the hijacking of the Jaffar Express train Organisation.
the bid this month.Pakistan's Permanent Counter-Terrorism Committee.Previously, travelling from Quetta to Peshawar, killing The State Department added the Majeed 
Representative to the UN Ambassador Asim China, a permanent, veto-wielding member 31 civilians and security personnel and Brigade as an alias to BLA's previous 
Iftikhar Ahmed had said that terrorist entities, of the UN Security Council, had put on hold holding hostage over 300 train passengers.Specially Designated Global Terrorist 

world and made many basics, including unanswered," Iranian Foreign Minister an ongoing investigation.It wasn't clear 
food, more expensive.Officials have been Abbas Araghchi said on X. "Leave our region whether the collision was intentional, and 
unable to turn the April ceasefire into a deal if you want to be safe."The downing of the official statements only said the crash is 
to permanently end the conflict, particularly Apache attack helicopter and the strikes by under investigation. CNN, CBS News and 
as Israel intensifies and expands its military other outlets earlier reported the collision.In 
campaign in Lebanon against the Iranian- the first known operation of its kind by the 
backed militia Hezbollah. American military, a drone boat rescued two 

aviators at 3:30 a.m. local time Tuesday, Strikes by US and Iran shake the Mideast
about two hours after their aircraft went Fighter jets from the U.S. Air Force and 
down during a patrol off the coast of Oman, Navy conducted the strikes in Iran, the U.S. 
U.S. Central Command said.military's Central Command said, targeting 
Trump said both service members were "air defense, ground control stations, and 
"safe and uninjured."DUBAI. (Agency) s u r v e i l l a n c e  r a d a r  s i t e s . "  I r a n  

acknowledged strikes around Bandar Abbas The U.S. service members were spotted and The U.S. military launched airstrikes and 
and Qeshm Island, but gave no details on the picked up by a drone boat that took them to Iran retaliated Wednesday following the 
damage.”The operation was a proportional another location on the water, where they crash of an Army helicopter near the Strait of the U.S. military further strained a two-
response to recent attacks on U.S. forces and were picked up by a helicopter, said Capt. Hormuz that U.S. President Donald Trump month ceasefire a day after Iran and Israel 
international commercial ships transiting Tim Hawkins, a spokesman for U.S. Central blamed on the Islamic Republic.Iran exchanged fire for the first time since the 
regional waters," Central Command said. Command. He initially said the drone took launched attacks in Bahrain and Kuwait, fragile truce took effect. Iranian state 

the two to shore, and he did not elaborate on which both sounded alerts and fired air Trump said earlier in a social media post that television said Tuesday that the Israeli 
the updated timeline.AH-64 Apache defenses in response. Iran also said it Iran had shot down the aircraft while it was attacks killed at least two members of the 
helicopters have been a key asset for the targeted an air base in Jordan hosting U.S. on patrol over the strait and declared that the country's air-defense units.
American military as it enforces a blockade forces, which was not immediately U.S. "must, of necessity, respond to this US helicopter collided with Iranian drone, 
on Iranian crude oil shipments and tankers, acknowledged either by American or attack." Iran's top diplomat said foreign official says
seeking to pressure Tehran into a deal. The Jordanian officials. military forces near its territory "are at The Army AH-64 Apache attack helicopter 
helicopters have also been used by the constant risk" and later vowed that there Since the U.S. and Israel began striking Iran went down after colliding with an Iranian 
United Arab Emirates to shoot down Iranian would be a response to the new U.S. strikes.on Feb. 28, the war has shaken the global drone, according to a U.S. official, who 
drones.economy, driven up energy prices around the Iranian forces "will leave no attack or threat spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss 

Indian-Origin Cop Killed In 
Canada After 18-Year-Old 
Man Hit Him With Car

PHILIPPINES. (Agency) 
Rescuers in the southern Philippines pulled a body 
from the rubble of a collapsed supermarket on 
Wednesday, as the death toll from a major earthquake 
climbed to 46.The 7.8-magnitude tremor just off the 
coast of Mindanao on Monday brought down 
buildings, triggered landslides and set off tsunami 
warnings across a swathe of the southern island.Joey 
Deluvio, 39, was one of two employees at a 
supermarket in General Santos City that has been the 
focus of recovery efforts despite the constant threat of 
aftershocks.Life-detecting equipment had traced a 
"weak pulse" earlier in the operation, local rescuer 
Michelle Chua told AFP on Wednesday, but "when they 
got to the body... there were no signs of life".Deluvio's 
body was found pinned between two beams, Chua 
added.The national disaster agency raised the death toll 
to 45 on Wednesday, while the number of people 
missing jumped dramatically from four to 17.
However, the figure for fatalities did not include 
Deluvio, the civil defence office confirmed.Most of the 
additional dead were from Davao Occidental province, 
and most had been killed in landslides or collapsing 
buildings, civil defence official Rafaelito Alejandro 
said in a radio interview.

US, Iran launch airstrikes after Trump blames 
Tehran for downing Army helicopter
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