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Mehsana . A fresh controversy has
emerged in Mehsana district after serious alle-
gations were made against a police constable,
triggering concerns about the alleged protec-
tion of illegal activities and the functioning of
local law enforcement.According to allegations
circulating among local residents and social ac-
tivists, Constable Tarunsinh Dabhi, posted in
the district, is allegedly linked to a network in-
volved in bootlegging, gambling operations,
and illegal collections across several areas, in-
cluding Langhnaj, Nandasan, Kadi and nearby
villages. The claims suggest that various illegal
activities have continued openly despite re- peated complaints from citizens.Sources allege

that several bootleggers and gambling opera-
tors have been functioning without fear of ac-
tion, raising questions about whether certain
individuals are receiving unofficial protection.
Allegations also point to an alleged interstate
liquor network operating between Rajasthan
and Gujarat, though no official confirmation
has been issued by investigating agencies.The
controversy has intensified after claims sur-
faced that the constable's name had allegedly
appeared in previous complaints related to il-
legal activities. Critics argue that if such alle-
gations are true, a thorough investigation is
necessary to determine whether any miscon-
duct has occurred and whether larger networks

are involved.The matter has also sparked de-
bate over accountability within the police sys-
tem. Citizens and activists are demanding a
transparent inquiry and questioning how illegal
operations could allegedly continue for an ex-
tended period without strict enforcement ac-
tion.As of now, the allegations remain
unverified, and no court or competent authority
has established wrongdoing. However, the
issue has generated significant public interest,
with demands for an impartial investigation to
establish the facts and ensure public confidence
in law enforcement.Authorities have not yet re-
leased a detailed official response regarding the
allegations.

Allegations of Illegal Nexus Rock Mehsana Police;

Questions Raised Over Enforcement
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Law Under
the Spotlight

Mahanagar Metro Desk 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat:
Serious allegations have
surfaced against a police
employee posted at the
University Police Station
in Ahmedabad, triggering
debate over alleged illegal
activities and accountabil-
ity within the law enforce-
ment system.According to
claims made by local
sources and activists, the
employee, identified as
"Giri," is allegedly operat-
ing from a private office
in the Wadaj area rather
than performing regular
duties from the police sta-
tion. Allegations suggest
that the office serves as a
center for coordinating ac-
tivities linked to bootleg-
ging, gambling, and other
unlawful operations
across parts of the
city.Local residents have
raised concerns regarding
alleged illegal liquor
sales, gambling dens, and
activities operating under
the guise of commercial

establishments in areas
such as Gulbai Tekra.
Critics claim that these ac-
tivities have continued de-
spite repeated complaints
and public concerns.The
allegations further suggest
that illegal liquor net-
works may be operating
through interstate supply
channels. However, no of-
ficial investigation find-
ings have been released to

confirm these claims.
Questions have also been
raised regarding the role
of local enforcement offi-
cials and whether ade-
quate action has been
taken to address com-
plaints. Citizens and so-
cial activists are
demanding a transparent
inquiry into the allega-
tions and seeking greater
accountability from the

authorities.The contro-
versy has intensified due
to claims regarding the al-
leged accumulation of as-
sets disproportionate to
known sources of income.
These allegations have not
been independently veri-
fied, and no competent au-
thority has established
wrongdoing.As of now,
the allegations remain un-
proven, and no court has

issued findings against the
individuals named. How-
ever, the issue has gener-
ated significant public
discussion, with calls for
an impartial investigation
to determine the facts and
restore public confidence
in law enforcement.Au-
thorities have yet to issue
a detailed official re-
sponse regarding the alle-
gations.

Ahmedabad Police Employee Faces Allegations of Links to
Illegal Activities; Questions Raised Over Enforcement

Local residents and activists demand an independent probe
into alleged criminal networks and enforcement failures.



Sß‡æü ¹ÕÚU 3
Saturday, June 06, 2026

CMYK

MAHANAGAR METROSTATE NEWS



Sß‡æü ¹ÕÚU 4
Saturday, June 06, 2026

is a direct assault on these guarantees and undermines THE death of a daily-wage labourer in police custody is a 
public faith in the justice delivery system. Police blot on the image of Odisha, a state renowned for good 
custody should facilitate lawful interrogation and governance. The victim, Sushant Sahu, was detained 
investigation, not become a space where on the charge of being part of a group which attacked a 
constitutional protections are suspended.police team during a raid on an illegal stone quarry in 

The Haryana Human Rights Commission’s emphasis on Ganjam district. He was allegedly tortured to death by 
preserving CCTV footage of police stations and cops; as per his family, they thrashed him and poured 
enforcing the Supreme Court’s directives is an boiling water on his body. Last week, an inspector was 
important step forward. In a 2021 verdict, the Court suspended after a woman and her son claimed that they 
ordered the installation of CCTV cameras with audio were tortured at a police station in Odisha’s 
and video recording facilities in police stations, lock-Kendrapara district. Both incidents raise serious 
ups, interrogation rooms and all custodial areas to questions about custodial violence and the 
ensure transparency, accountability and protection of accountability of law enforcement officials.Similar 
human rights. However, technology alone cannot allegations have surfaced recently in Haryana, Assam 
solve the problem. Respect for human dignity must be and even within Central agencies such as the Narcotics 
inculcated in law enforcement officials. When the Control Bureau. These cases reveal a troubling pattern: 
protectors of the law become violators of rights, the individuals in custody have accused officials of 
very foundation of the rule of law is endangered. A physical abuse and violation of human rights. The 
democratic society must not tolerate custodial Constitution guarantees every citizen the right to life 
excesses at any cost.and personal liberty under Article 21. Custodial torture 

Quad and the middle 
powers' shared dilemma

Subsidy alert on the fertiliser front

Custodial torture : There must be no compromise on accountability

The US Secretary of War, Pete Hegseth, speaking 
at the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore, 
outl ined the approach of the Trump 
administration towards the Indo-Pacific in the 
following terms: “...the era of the United States 
subsidising the defence of wealthy nations is 
over. We need partners, not protectorates. We 
seek alliances built on shared responsibility, not 
dependency... Alliances only work when they are 
true partnerships. It is a two-way street. You don't 
have a strong alliance unless everyone has skin in 
the game. No freeloading. Alliances are not 
judged by the number of flags, but by the number 
of formations. We don't need more conferences. 
We need more combat power. I'm sorry to say this 
here: less Shangri-La, more ships, more subs”.

The question, therefore, is where does it leave the 
Quad given that a new Anglo-Saxon military 
alliance called AUKUS exists concurrently?

It was the German geopolitician Karl Haushofer 
who first gave cartographic coherence to the 
Indo-Pacific in the 1920s, though his vision-one 
in which Japan, China, and India, liberated from 
colonial domination, would align with Germany 
against Anglo-American imperialism. It bears no 
resemblance to the contemporary Quad. The 
current construct was christened, if not 
conceptualised, by former Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe.Within eleven months of 
assuming the premiership in September 2006, 
during an address ‘Confluence of Two Seas’ to 
the Indian Parliament, he mooted the idea of the 
Indian and Pacific Oceans being a single, 
interlocking strategic space where freedom and 
prosperity would be mutually reinforcing. That 
vision became the philosophical load-bearing 
beam upon which Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue would be constructed.Quad's first 
iteration collapsed as early as 2008 itself. 
Australian Foreign Minister Stephen Smith 
undercut the grouping during a visit to Beijing in 
February 2008.  The Kevin Rudd government 
also withdrew from Malabar naval exercise, a 
decision that would not be reversed until 
2020.The decades that followed saw Beijing's 
belligerence exacerbate not only in the high 
Himalayas but also in the South China Sea. The 
expansion of its naval reach into the Indian 
Ocean, coupled with the Belt and Road Initiative 
as an instrument of geo-economic dominance, 
fundamentally altered the strategic calculus of all 
four Quad members.The grouping reconvened 
on the sidelines of the ASEAN Summit in Manila 
in 2017, although the four nations issued separate 
press releases rather than a joint statement. Two 
years later, on the margins of the United Nations 
General Assembly in 2019, Quad held its first 
ministerial-level meeting. Australia rejoined the 
Malabar exercise. In March 2021, Quad leaders 
met virtually at the first leaders’ summit and 
issued a joint statement titled ‘The Spirit of the 
Quad’. Since then, there have been three leaders’ 
summits and multiple ministerial meetings.At 
the 2026 meeting in New Delhi, the Quad foreign 
ministers agreed substantively to augment 
regional maritime domain awareness through the 
I n d o - P a c i f i c  M a r i t i m e  S u r v e i l l a n c e  
Collaboration, a mechanism that appears to be 
the most operationally tangible initiative the 
Quad has produced so far.To understand what 
Quad is requires a willingness to resist both the 
overclaiming of its proponents and the casual 
dismissal of its detractors. When Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi likened Quad to "sea 
foam,” suggesting it would dissipate as quickly 
as it had appeared, he was perhaps engaging in 
performative posturing. The sea foam has not 
evaporated. But it would be equally misleading 
to characterise Quad as a nascent Asian Nato.The 
paradox at the heart of Quad is that it seeks to 
uphold a rules-based order through a need-based, 
preference-driven form of engagement. Quad 
operates through convergence rather than 
obligation. It can facilitate, coordinate, and 
signal, but it cannot compel or guarantee. 

Public display of levity amid tragedy robs the criminal justice process of the solemn assurance it owes to ordinary people

could lead to a widening of the fiscal deficit in the current been on track with GST (Goods and Services Tax) inflows AN inkling of the storm brewing around fertilisers came to 
financial year. The budgetary allocation for fertiliser sustaining growth in April and May. These will have to be the fore in mid-May when Prime Minister Narendra 
subsidy had been kept at Rs 1.7 lakh crore for 2026-27. accompanied by robust direct tax revenues in the coming Modi appealed to farmers to use less chemical fertilisers. 
With prices of imported fertilisers having risen by as months. Even this may not be sufficient to keep the deficit Subsequently, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
much as 120 per cent over the past three months, under control unless the West Asia war concludes and the flagged three critical Fs — fuel, foreign exchange and 
projections are that the subsidy bill could virtually Strait of Hormuz is reopened soon. It will still take a few fertilisers.Initially, the focus had been on fuel and 
double to Rs 3.5 lakh crore. months thereafter to normalise the situation in regard to foreign exchange. This was inevitable as crude oil and 

This is not just on account of higher prices for imported both energy and fertilisers.natural gas prices were soaring, while rapid rupee 
fertilisers. With rising gas prices, the cost of In the long run, however, a strategy must be evolved to depreciation sparked concerns over the widening of the 

ensure that the crisis like the current account deficit. Fertilisers had 
current one is managed without seemed a secondary issue in comparison to 
putting an enormous strain on the the energy shock and the plummeting 
exchequer. The need to ensure rupee. That’s no longer the case.
that fertilisers as well as other The outlook for the fertiliser sector has been 
inputs are provided at subsidised worrisome ever since the US and Israel 
prices to farmers has been the launched an attack on Iran in late February. 
bedrock of existing policies in A major concern is the skyrocketing of 
this sector. The problem is that the fertiliser prices in world markets over the 
policy has brought about an past three months of the conflict. This 
imbalance in the usage of includes urea, diammonium phosphate 
nutrients, with urea being the (DAP) and muriate of potash (MOP). Urea 
most widely used fertiliser.A shift is the most widely used fertiliser in this 
to a direct benefit transfer system country with an annual consumption of 
could be a solution as it would roughly 40 million tonnes. Imports 
provide income support directly comprise about 25 per cent of the usage.

In the case of DAP, imports meet about half to the farmer. Prices of various 
of the annual demand; for MOP, the entire types of fertilisers would then 
requirement comes from abroad. Of these become more realistic, which 
imports, nearly half are supplied from would, in turn, enable a more 
West Asia.The cost of domestic balanced use of these nutrients.

The heavy import dependency on manufacturing is going up at the same 
natural gas for domestic fertiliser time. This is due to enhanced global prices 
plants also needs to be dealt with of natural gas, which serves as the 
to avoid supply disruptions. One feedstock for most indigenous fertiliser 
way is to build larger LNG plants. As much as 85 per cent of natural 

indigenously produced fertilisers will also rise storage and regasification facilities. Alternative gas used as feedstock is sourced through imports. 
substantially. Under the current subsidy system, prices of feedstocks like naphtha should also be available in case of Natural gas prices have nearly doubled from $10-11 per 
this crucial input are kept low to reduce the burden on natural gas shortages. Diversification is equally needed in mmbtu (metric million British thermal units) to around 
farmers, and the fertiliser industry is given sourcing fertilisers and their raw materials rather than $18 per mmbtu during the war in West Asia. Other raw 
compensation. The situation is compounded by the relying heavily on Gulf countries. Building up fertiliser materials and intermediates needed by domestic 
rupee’s depreciation, which has accelerated over the last buffer stocks can be another long-term remedy.The fertiliser plants, including sulphur and ammonia, are 
few months. It has raised import costs across the board ballooning of the fertiliser subsidy to unsustainable levels mostly sourced from the Gulf region. Here, too, prices 
and fertilisers are no exception.The overall subsidy bill is indicates that structural changes are needed in the system have risen by over 80 per cent.Availability may not be a 
also likely to go beyond budgetary estimates. Petroleum governing farm inputs. This includes expanding the role problem for the time being as fertiliser stocks are 
subsidy, for instance, has been kept at of more environment-friendly nutrients and reducing that currently sufficient to meet about 50 per cent of the 

Rs 12,085 crore, which will not be enough, given the losses of chemical fertilisers. But this is a process that needs to projected kharif demand. About 20 million tonnes are 
being incurred by oil companies due to high global crude be carried out in collaboration with farmers, who have for available as against the expected requirement of 39 
prices in recent months. Even last year, the subsidy outgo decades relied on chemical fertilisers to achieve higher million tonnes during the season. Going forward, much 
was as high asRs 28,000 crore. Food subsidy has been productivity. Reforms in the system of providing will depend on how soon the Strait of Hormuz is opened 
pegged at Rs 2.3 lakh crore.The expansion of the subsidy agricultural inputs must be carried out not only by up and supplies from West Asia reach this country in time 
bill will constrain efforts to contain the fiscal deficit at educating farmers but also by ensuring adequate income and in sufficient quantity.The immediate worry, 
4.5 per cent of GDP. Revenue collections have so far and infrastructure support.however, is a rapidly rising fertiliser subsidy bill, which 

Diversification of sources is a long-term remedy, besides building up buffer stocks

and victim communication as essential components of becomes inevitable.Police infrastructure also needs The recent controversy surrounding the conduct of police Indian policing, however, rarely acknowledges this 
professional instruction. Modern policing also demands reform. Public rooms in police stations should be officials at a press conference held to share details of the psychological burden. Long and uncertain duty hours, 
emotional literacy. Officials should learn how to welcoming, clean, ventilated and equipped with basic gruesome murder of a 10-year-old girl in Coimbatore lack of weekly offs, constant political and public 
address bereaved families, conduct themselves during facilities such as seating, drinking water and separate has once again exposed a disturbing aspect of pressure, poor living conditions and continuous 
press conferences, and understand how body language washrooms for women. Even safe homes meant for contemporary policing — the visible erosion of exposure to conflict gradually reduce sensitivity. Many 
influences public confidence.Countries like the UK and runaway couples or vulnerable women often lack empathy. Images of officials laughing casually and a policemen work under severe fatigue and emotional 
Canada increasingly train officials in trauma-informed proper toilets and minimum dignity-oriented facilities. policewoman reportedly rubbing her nails while exhaustion. A policeman who appears indifferent may 
policing, teaching them how to communicate with Such neglect silently communicates institutional interacting with the media, created widespread public often be psychologically drained rather than naturally 
victims sensitively and avoid dismissive conduct. disregard for human comfort and sensitivity.outrage.The issue was not merely one of optics; it insensitive.But even then, some semblance of fellow 

reflected a deeper institutional problem. When feeling is essential. Citizens encounter the police during Technology can further assist humane policing. Seprate 
representatives of the law appear emotionally detached the darkest moments of their lives. The manner in which victim-support desks, digital complaint systems, 
from human suffering, public confidence in the criminal an officer speaks, behaves or even appears during such counselling units and citizen facilitation centres can 
justice system begins to weaken.This is not an isolated moments profoundly shapes public trust in the justice reduce friction between distressed citizens and 
occurrence. One recalls the outrage in the US after a system. Public display of levity amid tragedy robs the overburdened officers. Behavioural audits and greater 
police officer's recorded remarks and laughter came to criminal justice process of the solemn assurance it owes accountability during public interactions may also help 
light following the death of an Indian-origin student in to ordinary people.The roots of this problem also lie in improve professionalism. Media interactions require 
an accident involving a police vehicle. In India too, the colonial legacy of policing in India. Police stations particular caution.Press conferences concerning 
citizens often narrate insensitive experiences — were historically designed more as intimidating centres murder, sexual violence or child deaths should follow 
policemen asking for tea in homes where a dead body of authority than as citizen-friendly service institutions. clear protocols. Officers appearing before cameras must 
lies, or officers at reporting desks chewing paan and Even today, many police buildings remain remember that grieving families may be watching. 
spitting casually while listening to complaints about architecturally forbidding — dark rooms, harsh Casual laughter, irrelevant conversation, or visible 
murder, rape, suicide or fatal accidents. Such conduct barricades, stained walls and an atmosphere of fear. A relaxation can appear deeply offensive, even if 
may seem routine to hardened officials, but for victims victim entering such premises already feels vulnerable. unintended. Institutions must cultivate a culture of Japan's Koban policing system encourages familiarity 
and families these moments become unforgettable Behavioural insensitivity further deepens alienation. solemnity in matters involving human tragedy.Society and trust between citizens and police personnel. 
symbols of institutional indifference. too bears some responsibility. Popular culture often Some encouraging efforts have nevertheless emerged. Scandinavian police models similarly emphasise 

glorifies aggressive policing and demands instant Yet the matter requires balanced understanding rather Haryana's initiative of 'Samvedi Police' sought to community engagement and humane interaction. India 
justice. A force constantly conditioned for confrontation than mere condemnation. Policemen daily confront emphasise humane behaviour, victim-sensitive need not imitate these systems mechanically, but their 
cannot effortlessly transform into a compassionate civic gruesome realities — mutilated bodies, suicides, communication and respectful public interaction. Such emphasis on dignity and empathy offers valuable 
institution. Reform, therefore, has to be structural rather domestic violence, fatal accidents and crimes of approaches recognise an important truth: policing is not lessons.Institutional care for policemen themselves is 
than cosmet ic .Yet ,  one pr inciple  remains  shocking brutality. Constant exposure to trauma often merely enforcement of law; it is management of human equally important. Exhausted officers cannot remain 
unquestionable: empathy is indispensable to justice produces emotional hardening. Psychologists describe distress. A police official is often the first visible compassionate indefinitely. Rationalisation of work 
delivery. A grieving mother approaching a police station this condition as 'compassion fatigue' or 'secondary representative of the State encountered by grieving hours, mandatory weekly offs, periodic counselling and 
should not feel she has entered a cold bureaucracy traumatic stress'. Doctors in emergency wards, soldiers citizens. His or her demeanour therefore acquires moral regular leave for mental rejuvenation should become 
immune to sorrow. Sometimes even a respectful silence, in combat zones and disaster-response personnel significance.Reforms in police training are urgently integral to police administration. Cops, too, are humans 
a composed expression or a few words of humane experience similar emotional numbing. It becomes a needed. Police academies must include behavioural carrying emotional burdens. If they are denied 
reassurance can restore faith in institutions.coping mechanism necessary for survival. sciences, emotional intelligence, trauma psychology opportunities for rest and recovery emotional burnout

Erosion of empathy amid policing pressures

When the protectors of the law become violators of rights, the very foundation of the rule of law is endangered
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Planters

While we are aware that gadgets will continue 

to rule our lives in many ways, decor experts 

around the globe reveal that more families are 

opting to ditch technology in their living rooms 

in order to facilitate more quality time. With an 

overdose of screen time throughout the day, 

people are consciously making a choice to 

create a room without digital distractions. They 

want to bond over meaningful conversations, 

read a book or enjoy a glass of wine, in peace.
Says Dr Rajan Bhonsle, relationship 

counsellor, "The living room is supposed to 

encourage interaction. Whether it's a 

television, ipad or laptop - all gadgets are 

addictive and it's difficult to limit their usage. 

Hence, if the whole family decides to eliminate 

technology from their living space, they will 

end up bonding on a personal level. That's good 

news because the lack of eye-to-eye contact 

over time has made us apathetic and arrogant as 

human beings."
Who says living rooms can't look chic minus 

the telly? In fact, this opens up huge 

opportunities for new designs and creative 

layouts in decor - you can now use up all the 

space that was once occupied by a gadget! Here 

are a few tips:
1. Let all seating face inwards
Arrange all the chairs and sofas in the room to 

face each other. This seating arrangement 

encourages talking, sitting, reading and 

entertaining. You will now probably 

communicate face to face and reconnect 

instead of staring at a screen.
2. Rule of thumb
When you say you have a digital-free living 

Decorate your home with 
these Indian handicrafts

Decorate your home with Indian 
handicrafts and boast the beautiful, 
interesting and intricate handicrafts 
which are made by rural artisans of the 
country. Add jute, brass and clay 
handicrafts to your home, says an expert. 
Cheenu  Gup ta ,  Co- founde r  o f  
Divinehaat.com, an e-commerce portal 
of handicraft goods, has shared some 
ideas:
* Brass handicrafts: Brass provides a 
durable and sturdy decor option. There 
are so many brass handicrafts 
and show pieces like vases, 
table tops, wall art, lamps, 
ornament boxes, plates, bowls 
and figurines.
True brass tends to oxidize 
quickly when exposed to air and 
hence check that the brass 
product you are buying has been 
given a clear coating of lacquer.
Any brass product will have to 
be regularly polished to keep 
the shine intact and remove any 
tarnishing.
* Jute handicrafts: Give a wow 
factor to your drawing room 
with one of the most affordable natural 
fibers Jute. There is a huge range of jute 
products which includes bags, rugs, 
lamps, tables, office stationery, curtains 
wall-hangings and many more.
Jute products are eco friendly and offer a 
natural, green way to decorate the house.
* Clay handicrafts: Clay pottery is 
supposed to be one of the most ancient 
forms of handicrafts in India.
You can choose from lovely terracotta 
planters or clay serving utensils to 
beautiful vases to decorate the house. Not 
only these products look beautiful but 
food cooked in the pottery is considered 
good for health.

Top 10 crazy 

 for your home for your home

SPICE OF LIFE

HATS OFF

BOOK STORE

You can hang these old jars on the wall, 
like spice racks -in the dining room or 
in the kitchen. These jar planters can be 
used to grow fresh spices and herbs for 
cooking at home. Clear your kitchen 
counter and keep your herbs, fresh in 
the air. Aromatic, we say!

Give your tattered old hat a makeover 
as a unique hanging container for your 
plant. Pick one of the pots with 
seasonal flowers in it. Tie a wire 
around the pot and hang it on the 
balcony wall. Now, cut a hole in your 
once-favourite old hat and use it to 
cover the pot. Mindboggling, isn't it?
HEAD OVER HEELS These old 
shoes, which had once added to your 
style quotient, can also make for 
wonderful planters. Hung on the 
balcony fence, these coloured boots 
look great filled with flowering plants. 
Even high heels and sandals work 
perfectly well for decorative cacti. Let 
your imagination run as wild as 
possible.

It doesn't take much to add a little 
charm to your home or office. Turning 
an old book into a sassy succulent 
planter can do wonders. Just select an 
old book and glue the pages together. 

Toiling hard on a balcony garden, 
filled with the same old clay or 
plastic pots, can get boring at 
times. If you want to breathe a bit 
more life into your greens, just 
look around.
You will be surprised to find many 
household objects, unnecessarily 
occupying space, which can be 
turned into unique planters. As 
long as it can support soil and 
allow proper drainage, you can use 
almost anything. Container 
gardens can be the perfect solution 
for  those  l iv ing in  smal l  
apartments. So, what are you 
waiting for? Unleash your crazy, 
creative side and make the best use 
of waste.Trust us, you'll love it!

Cup planters look just fine on dull 
window sills.

TO THE TEA

They are small and can hold a small 
amount of gravel. But once you see 
them, you are bound to change your 
opinion. Tea cups with graphics can 
add spectacle in the whole scheme of 
things. If you want to have small 
plants, this can actually be a very good 
idea. You can accentuate the beauty of 
the planter by adding decorative 
stones around the brim.

Wine-bottle planters are really easy to 
make and look great once done. Start 
out by cutting off the bottom of the 
bottle. Since potting soil cannot be 
used as the planting medium here, use 
coco peat instead. A wire or small rope 
tied just below the bottle's threads is all 
we need to hang these planters. You 
can also grow various decorative 
indoor plants in these bottles.

BOTTLE'S UP

TOY TALE

SMUG IN JEANS

OUT OF THE BOX

Succulents are ideal plants to grow 
in these toy trucks discarded by 
your kids. They are pretty low-
mainte nance too. Find something 
that has a large enough opening to 
hold the potting mixture and deep 
enough to allow the roots to grow.

This planter is not just a great use of 
an old pair of jeans, but it's also a 
sure-shot way to grab eyeballs of 
every passer-by. So, if you are 
planning something extraordinary 
and eccentric this season, try and 
make at least one jeans container. 
You need to fill up the legs with 
pipes and thermocol.
Spread a water-resistant plastic bag 
inside before placing the potted 
plant. And you are ready to go...

Making a planter from a wooden 
crate or an old suitcase is quite 
simple. Because of its length, 
breadth and depth, it is best suited 
for growing herbs like coriander, 
lemon grass or mint. Fill it will soil. 
You can either sprinkle seeds, 
starting from the scratch, or 
directly plant saplings. If you are 
more into flowers, then Portulaca 
grandiflora (commonly called 9 
o'clock flowers) can be one of the 
options. Decorate the case to your 
heart's content and it can double up 
as an installation in your balcony.

Make sure not to stick the pages to 
the cover. Let it dry completely. 
Decide how wide a space you 
want to fit in your succulent. 
Leave at least 2 inches around the 
circumference of the roots to 
promote growth. Line the box you 
just cut with a plastic bag, making 
sure the bottom and sides are 
covered. Arrange your succulent 
on top of the plastic bag. Be sure to 
transfer enough soil from the 
original planter, along with the 
plant itself. Trim the excess plastic 
around the edges, leaving just 
enough of the liner to keep water 
from running into the pages of the 
book when you water it.

Next time you get your car tyre 
changed, don't throw the old one 
away. Paint it instead, and use it as 
a plant container. This type of 
arrangement is possible only if 
you have adequate space in your 
balcony or on the rooftop.
You can choose colours according 
to your preference. The advantage 
in this case is plenty of room, 
therefore suitable for bigger 
plants and bushes like rose, 
hibiscus et al.

AT THE WHEEL

There are multiple types of clay pottery - 
terracotta, red, black and grey pottery.
* Wooden handicrafts: Decorate your 
house with wooden furniture, toys, 
utensils, decorative pieces, jewellery and 
many more designer household goods like 
lamp shades, candle stands, vermillion 
boxes, jewellery boxes, bangle holders.
Carved wood furniture is a treasured 
furniture item in a lot of homes.
* Dhokra handicrafts: Dhokra is one of the 
oldest forms of handicrafts. Dhokra candle 

stands, pen stands, ash trays, horses, 
elephants, peacocks, owls, religious 
images, measuring bowls and other show 
pieces give an extra edge to the corner of 
your house.
Dhokra cast metal and ironware has a 
rugged vibrancy about it. It looks beautiful 
in any corner of your home.
* Marble handicrafts: To enhance the 
beauty of your house decorate it with 
marble decorative vase, marble elephants 
for the drawing room, pooja thali, idols of 
god for the spiritual room.
* Art and metal ware handicrafts: Wall art 
designing for living room is a new trend. 
One can choose from varieties of designs to 
go in sync with your living room.

Why the time is ripe for a tech-less 

Living room

room, it has to be unplugged in the true sense. 

To help encourage this, ask your family 

members to leave their phones, tablets, music 

player in another room.
 They may grumble at first, but with time 

surely realise that it is very relaxing at the end 

of the day.
3. Stay away from too many colours
While the idea is to create a space that de-

stresses you after a long day, be careful not to 

incorporate too many colours in a tech-less 

space. Stick to a neutral colour palette and use 

soft, soothing colours. Whites, creams, blues, 

browns, greys - all make for brilliant choices.

Planters
Top 10 crazy 
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Smart storage under 

Staircase
The space below 

the staircase can 

be utilised for 

storage or as a 

display area 

maximising 

space with smart 

ideas that are in 

novative and 

useful is what 

homemakers are 

looking for these 

days.

However, finding 
a solution that 
is utilitarian 
and attractive 
becomes an  
i n t e r e s t i n g  
challenge. Most 
furniture these 
days is modular, 
incorpora t ing  
some s torage  
f a c i l i t y  t o  
maximise utility. 
Beds and sofas 
come with storage. 
Wood chests, apart 
f r o m  b e i n g  
decorative, allow 
you to store trinkets. 
Study tables come 
with cubbyholes and 
shelves for added 

storage.
Another alternative to maximise storage 
that will not bring in new furniture is the 
creation of storage in an odd space in the 
home, such as the area below the 
staircase.

ALCOVE
M a n y  h o m e  
o w n e r s  a r e  
e f f i c i e n t l y  
utilising the space 
below the staircase 
and some of the 
space abutting the 
staircase to create an 
alcove. The area 
beneath the staircase 
is quite valuable when 
space is at a premium. 
There are many ideas 
on how to make the 
most of this otherwise 
lost space.

TV CABINET
We could all use some 
extra storage space and 
the space under the stairs 
could be ideal for a variety 
of storage needs. This space 
can be used for concealed 
storage or for housing a TV 
c a b i n e t  i f  

need be. Both are extremely practical and 
good options that are seen in most homes.

BUILT-IN SHELVES
If the staircase has a high intermediate 
landing, then the space below can be 
considered for shelving. Built-in storage with 
shelves and drawers that will take care of the 

oddest cranny is the most basic way to utilise 
the space. For convenience, two cupboards can 
be built and the one with the highest point can 
be used to store unwieldy long coats or sports 
equipment such as golf clubs and cricket 
bats.All other knickknacks can be stored in the 
various drawers and shelves in the re maining 
space. This idea works well when the stairwell 
runs behind a door or if the staircase is in a small 
area.
NOOK TO RELAX IN
Having bookcases under the staircase are a 
good way to use space that would otherwise be 
wasted. Besides, you can also consider creating 
a niche activity space under the stairs. If your 
staircase faces the living room, you could have 
a music area or a bar. It can be a small home 
office, or even a small hobby or craft room.
If your staircase is located close to the utility 
area, it could serve as a convenient location for 
a small laundry room.If your staircase runs 
down into the front hallway, the area beneath 
could house a shoe rack. If it goes up to the 

bedroom, you could have a mini cabinet or a 
wardrobe under the stairs.

STORAGE FOR TOYS
It could also serve as an efficient toy storage 
area for your children. For a toy storage area, 
find baskets, plastic tubs or bins of different 
sizes and then design shelving of different 
heights and widths to accommodate them.
Ensure that these storage spaces are both 
attractive and easy to access. It can be simply 
shelved out and left open, or covered as a com 
en, or covered as a complete cupboard.

KITCHEN CABINETRY
If the staircase is in the dining room, consider 
having a superior quality wine storage cabinet 
below the stairs. Neat wood racks meant for 
wine bottles along with a temperature control 
mechanism will occupy little space as opposed 
to making a separate wine cellar. Smart 
shutters with glass can let you have a good 
view of your wine collection.

How to maximize your

Space at homeSpace at home
When there is no room to spare, maximizing the 

potential of every inch becomes critical. Ajit 

Chellapan, of Gimi, India, shares some tips...

Small spaces can be quite cozy, but 
squeezing-in is often challenging. When 
you're pressed for space, the "pile" can be 
your worst enemy. When there is no room to 
spare, maximizing the potential of every 
inch becomes critical. This is typically seen 
in a family setting where it is challenging to 
find space in a small house or an apartment 
thus being a major cause of concern. Due to 
this constraint a lot of things are usually 

dropped. The only solution to save space is 
being 'Creative'.

 Since storage space is 

at a premium in smaller homes, being creative 
is an important part which will help in 
designing the minimum space at your home. 
You can opt for minimalism concept as well. 
Minimalistic design is softer, more personal 
and easier to live with. Generally in a 
minimalist design, only the most essential 

Most Essential:

elements are taken into consideration for 
people whose main focus is the functioning 
of their home. Apart from that, the clean look 
of modern interiors make homeowners love 
this type of concept which is clutter free and 
stress free. Untapped accommodation space 
under the staircase, wall mounted cabinets, 
can also help in storing most of the items 
which helps in saving space. Using of 
compact home utility products also provides 
a perfect solution for making your homes 
look clutter and stress free.

 Innovation 

and technology plays a major role. Most of 
the products available in the market today are 
driven by innovation and backed with 
technology. For example, with the advent of 
Nytrogen technology (originated in Italy) 
uses Nitrogen that is blowed into the 
pipes/handles of the product at a very low 
temperature (-20 degrees) during the 
injection phase to empty the closed cavities 
from the inside making them exceptionally 
resistance to bending and twisting making 
the products long lasting. This type of 
technology is used in products such as 
balcony cloth dryer, ironing boards etc. This 

Role of Technology:

makes the product not only strong but 
also makes the product sturdy.

 Technology 

has come a long way over the last several 
years. Keeping updated with the latest 
advances is a great way to save space. 
Today we have table top ironing boards 
which are portable to carry even when 
you're on a vacation! It's light and 
compact and can be kept inside your 
suitcase as well. This type of ironing 
board helps you to re-iron you're already 
ironed clothes sitting anywhere in your 
home or even your hotel rooms. Balcony 
cloth dryers have also become a popular 
choice today among homemakers for its 
compact user friendly design that helps 
in drying your cloths outside/inside your 

Latest Advances:

balcony with ease. To save space, use 
stackable appliances where possible. 
New designs for home appliances, such 
as washers, dryers and iron boards and 
take up less room in your home.

Once all the initial 

arrangements in a house are made, it 
does become difficult after some time to 
accommodate more items with time 
Hence sleek, elegant and compact home 
utility products are in more demand for 
their innovative design module. Look for 
pieces that are multi-functional or 
adjustable, such as a dining room table 
with expanding leaves or for two in-one 
sofa cum bed sets to avoid clutter inside 
the house.

Avoid Clutter: 

How to maximize your

Choosing 
the best 
kitchen

The present-day women choose their kitchens 
according to their own likes and conveniences, 
rather than picking what is trending in the 
market spaces Interior design is the wishful 
thinking for a beautiful living. 
People spend more than half of our lives 
indoors. It is said `home is where heart is'. It 
definitely is a very true saying. Indoors refer to 
a house, which can be a bedroom kitchen flat, a 
studio apartment or a bungalow. The place 
where we stay is a major asset for us. It 
provides us security, a sound sleep, area to cook 
food, and most importantly, peace of mind.
PERCEPTION MATTERS
For every individual, the way of living is 
distinct, they may be living alone, in a nuclear 
family or a joint family. The more the number 
of people in the house, the more diversified is 
the way and need of living, some may want to 
apportion the drawing and living rooms, some 
may want to keep it as an elementary seating. 
Some may like their kitchens to be closed and 
walled well, some may like it open and 

connected to the dining area; some may build 
a beautiful temple, some may have just an 
idol; some may like it centrally air 
conditioned, whereas others may decide 
how to place it manually.
WOMEN DECIDE
Gone are the times where everything was 
accepted. The women, today, customise 
their bedrooms, their verandah, and the 
kitchen. The kitchen truly is the heart of 
the home and social gatherings.
THE TEMPLE OF FOOD
Kitchen designs are of various types. 
The one wall style, which is generally 
opted in for service or studio 
apartments, offers to save as much 
space as possible. The galley style, 
which is a walk-through kitchen, is 
designed with two walls opposite to 
each other utilising every inch of 
space. The L-shaped kitchen, which 

is designed basically for mediumsized kitchens, 
offers as much as workspace as possible. 
Likewise, the horseshoe or the U-shaped 
kitchen has three walls and the island (platform) 
in a similar shape, so that more than one person 
can work comfortably in the kitchen at the same 
time.
Few housewives who either have redone and 
renovated their kitchen, or have designed it the 
way they want it in a newly-bought house, have 
many common and related ideologies of 
designing a kitchen as a bright and a welllit 
space, have proper ventilation, lots of room for 
storage. Some of them had Indian conventional 
style of cooking.
Narendra Kaur Bagga, a housewife, says, "I 
have seen how trends change, but in my 
kitchen, I feel connected to the house, talking to 
my husband becomes easier while I cook and I 
can serve easily. Also, I can attend guests 
simultaneously, take a peep on what is going on 
the television, I do not have a door to my 
kitchen, it is open."
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MUMBAI.(Agency) Gopalakrishnan C S and other Hyundai Garg, Managing Director and Chief 
 Hyundai Motor India Ltd (HMIL) has officials at the Secretariat on Executive Officer of HMIL, said more 

strengthened its commitment to Tamil Wednesday.As part of an exclusive than 3.9 million vehicles manufactured 
Nadu's electric mobility ambitions, collaboration with the Tamil Nadu in Tamil Nadu have been exported to 
positioning the state as its flagship government, Hyundai will train over 150 countries."This is a testament 
electric vehicle manufacturing hub in students and job seekers in emerging to Hyundai's 'Born in Tamil Nadu, 
India while announcing a skill technologies such as electric mobility, Made for the World' vision," he said, 
development partnership aimed at hydrogen-powered transportation, adding that the state's manufacturing 
creating a future-ready workforce for robotics, automation, AI-enabled ecosystem is playing an increasingly 
n e x t - g e n e r a t i o n  a u t o m o t i v e  manufacturing and smart factory important role in positioning India as a 
technologies.The South Korean systems. The programme is expected to global automotive hub.Beyond vehicle 
automaker, one of Tamil Nadu's largest commence operations in December manufacturing, Hyundai has been 
industrial investors and exporters, said 2027.Under the partnership, the state steadily expanding the electric 
it will launch two new models from its g o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  mobility ecosystem in the state. The 
Chennai plant this year, including its collaborations with industrial training company has established Tamil Nadu's 
first mass-market dedicated electric institutes, polytechnics, engineering first battery sub-assembly plant for EV 
vehicle, underlining the state's growing colleges and skill development centres powertrains and is localising critical 
importance in India's transition to across Tamil Nadu. The programme components ,  inc luding power  
cleaner mobility.This comes after will also focus on workplace electronics ,  to  reduce import  
Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay met communication and language training dependence and strengthen the 
Tarun Garg, Managing Director and to improve employability in domestic domestic EV supply chain.The 
Chief Executive Officer of HMIL, and overseas markets.Highlighting company is also deepening localisation 
Ch ie f  Manufac tu r ing  Off i ce r  Hyundai's export performance, Tarun across both electric vehicle and 

RBI rolls out multiple measures to attract 
more dollars amid rupee weakness

Rajesh Exports shares hit 5% lower circuit for 
second straight day after Sebi order

RBI keeps repo rate unchanged at 5.25%: What 
it means for your home loan and EMI

New Delhi.(Agency)
 The government on Friday exempted foreign 

institutional investors (FIIs) and the Bank for 
International Settlements from capital gains tax 
on income earned from interest payments and the 
sale of government securities, in a move aimed at 
attracting more foreign capital into India’s debt 
market.The decision comes at a time when the 
rupee has weakened more than 5% this year amid 
elevated crude oil prices and sustained foreign 
outflows from Indian equities.The change has 
been brought through the Income-tax 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2026, as Parliament is 
not in session. Promulgated by President 
Droupadi Murmu, the ordinance amends 
Schedule IV of the Income-tax Act, 2025, to 
exempt interest income and capital gains arising 
from specified government securities for eligible 
foreign investors and other specified entities, 
subject to prescribed conditions.The exemption 
will take effect from April 1, 2026.In simple 
terms, foreign investors who buy Indian 
government bonds will now get to keep a larger 
share of their returns.Until now, they were 
subject to a 12.5% long-term capital gains tax on 
listed bonds held for more than a year, as well as 
taxes on interest income earned from 
government securities.The government hopes 
the tax relief will make Indian government bonds 
more attractive to overseas investors and 
encourage greater participation in the country’s 
debt market.Policymakers have been looking for 
ways to attract more stable foreign capital as 
rising oil prices, geopolitical tensions and foreign 
fund outflows have put pressure on the rupee and 
broader financial markets.Analysts said the 
move could improve post-tax returns for foreign 
investors and help broaden the investor base for 
government securities. While the measure is 
unlikely to trigger an immediate surge in inflows, 
it could support foreign investment into Indian 
debt over the medium term and help cushion the 
economy against external shocks.The decision is 
part of a broader effort to deepen foreign 
participation in India’s bond market. In recent 
years, the government has eased investment 
restrictions on certain government securities 
under the Fully Accessible Route (FAR), helping 
India secure inclusion in major global bond 
indices. The latest tax exemption is expected to 
further strengthen India’s appeal among 
international fixed-income investors.Foreign 
investors have remained net buyers of Indian 
government debt this year, but have pulled 
billions of dollars out of domestic equities. By 
removing a key tax burden on government bonds, 
the Centre is betting that higher foreign 
participation in debt markets will help bring in 
fresh dollar inflows.

Centre exempts foreign 
investors from capital 

gains tax on govt bonds
investors. is expected to make Indian government New Delhi.(Agency)

bonds more attractive to global MORE GOVERNMENT BONDS With the rupee under pressure from rising 
investors, especially because securities OPENED TO FOREIGN INVESTORScrude oil prices and heavy foreign 
under the FAR category are already investor outflows, the Reserve Bank 

included in three major global bond of India (RBI) on Friday announced a 
indexes.The RBI also announced that series of steps aimed at bringing more 
i n v e s t m e n t  l i m i t s  o n  o t h e r  dollars into the country and improving 
government securities will be foreign currency liquidity.
removed, further opening up the The measures come at a time when the 
sovereign bond market to foreign Indian currency has fallen to record 
capital.lows against the US dollar. Higher oil 

The measures are expected to help prices following the conflict in West 
attract long-term overseas funds into Asia have increased India's import 
India's debt market.NRI AND OCI bill, while foreign investors have 
INVESTMENT LIMITS RELAXEDpulled billions of dollars out of Indian 

In another step aimed at boosting equities this year.While keeping the 
inflows, the RBI has expanded repo rate unchanged at 5.25%, the 
investment opportunities for Non-RBI also unveiled a package of 

One of the biggest announcements relates Resident Indians (NRIs) and Overseas liquidity and investment-related 
to government bonds. Citizens of India (OCIs).The central measures designed to encourage 

The RBI said all new issuances of 15- bank said investment limits for NRIs foreign inflows and support the 
year, 30-year and 40-year government and OCIs will be increased and the domestic currency.Governor Sanjay 
securities will now be included under facility will now be extended to all Malhotra said the central bank had 
the Fully Accessible Route (FAR). individual persons residing outside decided to introduce a number of 

The FAR framework allows foreign India.The move could encourage temporary and structural measures to 
investors to invest in eligible greater participation from the Indian improve the availability of foreign 
government securities without being diaspora and overseas investors in exchange and make Indian debt 
subject to investment limits.This move domestic financial markets.markets more accessible to overseas 

New Delhi,.(Agency)
In a significant development, seasoned economist 

Neelkanth Mishra has been appointed as India's 
Executive Director at the World Bank. The 
appointment, approved by the Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC), will be for a tenure 
of three years at the World Bank headquarters in 
Washington, DC. Mishra will take charge from 
Parameswaran Iyer, whose tenure has been extended 
until Mishra assumes office. He is a part-time 
member of the Economic Advisory Council to the 
Prime Minister (EAC-PM).He will represent India at 
the World Bank's Board, which oversees lending 
operations, development projects, financial policies 
and governance decisions. The position is considered 
one of India's most important economic diplomacy 
roles, involving discussions on global development 
financing, infrastructure investment, poverty 
reduction and economic growth initiatives.Who is 
Neelkanth Mishra? Currently serving as Chief 
Economist at Axis Bank and also Head of Global 
Research and a Whole-Time Director at Axis Capital, 
he is widely regarded as one of India's most respected 
economists and market strategists.

Before joining Axis Group in 2023, he spent nearly two 
decades at Credit Suisse, where he served as 
Managing Director, India Strategist and Co-Head of 
Equity Strategy for the Asia-Pacific region.

Mishra also serves as Part-time Chairperson of the 
Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) 
and Part-time member of the Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of India (TRAI).Mishra has additionally 
advised several government committees and 
institutions, including the 15th and 16th Finance 
Commissions.An alumnus of Indian Institute of 
Technology Kanpur, he secured an All-India Rank of 
4 in the IIT entrance examination. In recognition of 
his achievements, IIT Kanpur conferred upon him the 
Distinguished Alumnus Award in 2020.

Kolkata.(Agency) 
  ATM services in many states across the country could 

be affected due to a cash shortage. CATMi, which is 
an organisation affiliated with the ATM industry, has 
written to IBA (Indian Banks’ Association) alleging 
that ATMs in many states are not receiving sufficient 
cash for replenishment. This could particularly 
impact people in rural and semi-urban areas, where a 
large number of people rely on cash transactions. 
Recent reports state that according to CATMi, 
approximately Rs 94,000 crore was needed to 
replenish ATMs in March and April and against that 
figures only Rs 61,000 crore (less than 65%) was 
available in March and Rs 54,000 crore (57.44%) 
was available in April. The Reserve Bank of India 
was also informed of this situation.

ATM operators concerned about rising costs
What is leading to this situation? ATM operators say 

the current interchange fee isn’t sufficient to cover 
their costs. The interchange fee is the amount one 
bank pays for using another bank’s ATM. Currently, 
it’s at Rs 19. Rising fuel prices, salary increases, and 
the ever-increasing cost of transporting cash have 
made operating ATMs more expensive.

Decline in ATM transactions
According to the RBI’s May bulletin, ATM 

transactions have declined by as much as 10.4% over 
the past year. In April, the number of ATM 
transactions fell to 44.65 crore from 49.84 crore a 
year earlier. Value-wise too there was a decline. The 
total value of transactions also declined from about 
Rs 2.64 lakh crore to Rs 2.5 lakh crore. The growing 
adoption of digital transactions is driving people to 
avoid cash withdrawals.Significantly, the circulation 
of banknotes is steadily increasing in the country. 

Hyundai to make Tamil Nadu its EV manufacturing 
hub, launch two new models this year

Who is Neelkanth Mishra? To 
represent India at World 
Bank's Board

For millions of home loan borrowers, 

the RBI's repo rate decision is closely 

watched because it can influence 

borrowing costs. With the central bank 

keeping the repo rate steady at 5.25%, 

should you expect any change in your 

monthly EMI?

inflation.WHAT DOES THE RBI'S open if inflation stays under control. would make financing more affordable 
DECISION MEAN FOR HOME LOAN Mohit Malhotra, Founder and CEO of f o r  t h e  m i d - s e g m e n t  p r o j e c t s ,  
BORROWERS? NeoLiv, said the central bank's decision encouraging more people to own their 

The repo rate is the interest rate at which the reflects a balanced approach towards dream home and fuelling growth.”
RBI lends money to commercial banks. maintaining economic stability while STABILITY BRINGS CONFIDENCE TO 
When the repo rate changes, banks often keeping inflation in check. HOMEBUYERS
adjust their lending and Industry experts say that even 
d e p o s i t  r a t e s  without a rate cut, a stable 
accordingly.Since the repo interest rate environment helps 
rate has remained unchanged, both developers and buyers 
home loan borrowers are plan better.Aman Sarin,  
unlikely to see any immediate Director and CEO of Anant Raj 
change in their Equated Limited, said the decision New Delhi.(Agency) 
Monthly Instalments (EMIs). comes at a crucial time when The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
For those with floating-rate geopolitical tensions are decided to keep the repo rate unchanged at 
h o m e  l o a n s ,  m o n t h l y  creating uncertainty across 5.25%, offering relief to existing home 
repayments are expected to markets."This is a welcome loan borrowers who were worried about a 
stay stable unless banks make move by the RBI, especially possible rise in their monthly repayments.
independent changes to given the ongoing crisis in Announcing the decision, RBI Governor 
lending rates.The decision West Asia, which continues to Sanjay Malhotra said the Monetary Policy 
also provides some certainty put pressure on input costs Committee (MPC) unanimously voted to 
to people planning to buy a across sectors. In such an keep the policy repo rate unchanged and 

"The RBI's decision to maintain the repo house, as borrowing costs are not environment, stability in interest rates is continue with its 'neutral' stance.The 
rate is a strategic approach to ensuring expected to rise in the near term.RATE important for maintaining overall decision comes at a time when global 
economic stability and controlling CUT HOPES REMAIN ALIVE confidence in the market. A steady rate uncertainties, including the conflict in the 
inflation. However, the growing chances While the RBI has chosen to pause for now, scenario helps in better financial planning Middle East and concerns over the impact 
of a rate cut are promising for the many in the real estate sector believe the and provides clarity for both businesses of El Nio on India's monsoon, continue to 
development sector. Lower interest rates possibility of future rate cuts remains and homebuyers."pose risks to economic growth and 

The hidden inflation nobody 
is talking about: Transport 
inflation

            

Cash crunch in ATMs: CATMi 
writes to Indian Banks 
Association about non 
replenishment

MUMBAI.(Agency) 
Food inflation has always been at the centre of the 

inflation debate in India. When tomato prices go up, 
there are headlines. When onion prices rise, 
policymakers act. But there is another kind of 
inflation creeping into the economy at present, 
which is transport inflation.

In May 2026, India had its 4th fuel price hike in a 
month. Petrol crossed Rs 102.12 per litre in Delhi, 
diesel touched Rs 95.20. Petrol prices in Hyderabad 
reached Rs 115.62 per litre. Transport inflation is not 
usually as dramatic as food inflation.

THE INVISIBLE INFLATION
About 2.45% of the CPI basket is accounted for by 

railways, buses, taxis, auto rickshaws, school buses 
and aviation (transport services). A 5-10% increase 
in fares may have a further second round effect on 
headline inflation of 0.1-0.2 percentage points. It 
may sound trivial.But when diesel prices rise, the 
cost of transportation increases across the supply 
chain and those higher costs are ultimately passed on 
by businesses to consumers. What we get is 
‘invisible inflation’ – an inflationary force that hits 
almost everything but is rarely talked about in its 
own right.This ‘network inflation’ as economists 
call it, reveals the actual peril of rising transport 
costs: a 3-rupee increase in diesel prices triggers a 
domino effect that goes much beyond the petrol 
pump, leading to a price rise in everything from 
wholesale vegetables in Azadpur Mandi and life-
saving medicines in small towns to school lunches 
and everyday auto-rickshaw rides. In other words, 
even a small increase in the price of diesel can have 
ripple effects across agriculture, manufacturing, 
retail and services.The May 2026 price revision 
cycle was also unusual in its speed – Delhi petrol 
surged from around Rs 94-95 per litre to over Rs 100 
in less than two weeks. India has not seen such a 
steep phase of fuel price revisions since 2022. But 
macro indicators are deceptively calm.

Rajesh Exports shares hit the 5% 
lower circuit for a second straight 
session after Sebi's interim order. 
The sell-off reflects investor caution 
as the regulator examines alleged 
revenue inflation and orders a fresh 
forensic audit.

sharp decline comes after market outstanding receivables. The findings are preliminary and the 
regulator Sebi alleged large-scale investigation is continuing.In its order, Sebi alleged that revenues 
f inancial  misrepresentat ion and worth Rs 15.15 lakh crore attributable to A COMPANY OF EXTRAORDINARY 
questioned revenues worth Rs 15.15 lakh subsidiaries between FY21 and FY25 SCALE
crore attributable to subsidiaries between may have been inflated.The regulator The market reaction has drawn fresh 
FY21 and FY25.The latest fall has attention to Rajesh Exports, one of India's 
further eroded investor wealth and most unusual listed companies.Founded 
pushed  t he  company ' s  ma rke t  by Rajesh Mehta and headquartered in 
capitalisation to around Rs 1,334 Bengaluru, the company operates across 
crore.The sell-off marks a dramatic turn refining, jewellery manufacturing, 
for a company that once reported annual exports and retail.Its biggest asset is 
revenues running into several lakh crore Valcambi, the Switzerland-based 
rupees  and  owns  Valcambi  in  precious metals refinery that Rajesh 
Switzerland, widely regarded as the Exports acquired in a $400 million deal in 

New Delhi,.(Agency) world's largest gold refinery. 2015.The company also operates 
Shares of Rajesh Exports remained under WHAT TRIGGERED THE FALL? jewellery stores under the SHUBH 

heavy selling pressure on Friday, hitting Investor sentiment was hit after Sebi issued Jewellers brand and has often said it has a 
the 5% lower circuit for the second also noted that between 97% and 99% of a 109-page interim order earlier this presence across the entire gold value 
consecutive session as investors Rajesh Exports' consolidated income week, restraining Rajesh Mehta from chain.What made Rajesh Exports stand 
continued to react to Sebi's interim order during the period came from subsidiaries accessing the securities market and out was the scale of its reported revenues.
against the company and its romoter- and branches.Sebi said detailed financial ordering a fresh forensic audit.The According to figures cited in Sebi's order, 
chairman Rajesh Mehta.The stock fell information and transaction-level records regulator's action followed a forensic the company reported consolidated 
5% to hit its lower circuit limit, extending relating to certain overseas entities were review that stemmed from a shareholder revenue of nearly Rs 7.78 lakh crore in 
losses from Thursday when it had also not made available despite repeated complaint regarding the company's FY26, up from about Rs 4.23 lakh crore 
ended locked at the lower circuit. The requests during the audit process.f inancial  disclosures and large in FY25.
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voted to restrict further military action February 28, three months ago. SEOUL:(Agency) 
against Iran without congressional However, the measure is expected to  US President Donald Trump on 

face a presidential veto if passed by the Thursday warned that any killing of 
Senate.Trump also lashed out at American troops by Iran would be a 
lawmakers who supported the “good reason” to restart military action, 
r e s o l u t i o n ,  c a l l i n g  t h e  v o t e  while slamming a House vote aimed at 
“meaningless” and accusing opponents limiting his war powers.Speaking to 
of undermining ongoing negotiations reporters at the White House, Trump 
with Iran.In a post on Truth Social, said the US had significantly weakened 
Trump said,  "Yesterday, in a Iran’s military capabilities and 
meaningless vote, the House voted, 4 leadership."If they killed US Troops, it 
bad Republicans and all of the would be a good reason to do so.There 
Dumocrats, to limit my War Powers, is no navy, no air force, we have wiped 

approval.Four Republican lawmakers right in the middle of my final out their leadership.Then you read in 
joined Democrats in backing the negotiations to end the War with the the fake news that they are doing really 
measure, which passed 215-208 and Islamic Republic of Iran. Who would well in the war, this is unbelievable. 
now moves to the Senate.The do such an unpatriotic thing. They They have 159 ships and all of them lie 
resolution marks the first successful know where the negotiations stand. at the bottom of the ocean. We have 
congressional challenge to Trump The Democrats are fueled by Trump taken pictures of them down there," 
since the US and Israel jointly launched Derangement Syndrome. They would Trump said.His remarks came a day 
military strikes against Iran on rather have our Country fail than give after the US House of Representatives 

NEWS BOX

Pope Leo's visiting Europe's migration hot spots. 
Catholics hope he'll ease political tensions

'If  Iran kills US troops, it would be a good reason 
to restart war': President Donald Trump

House passes bill to aid 
Ukraine and impose new 
sanctions on Russia

Putin hails New Delhi as 
'reliable partner'; blasts West 
over 'detrimental' interference 

in India-Russia ties
ST PETERSBURG. (Agency) 

Russian President Vladimir Putin on Thursday hailed 
Moscow's strategic partnership with New Delhi and 
asserted that Western attempts to force New Delhi into 
scaling back its cooperation with Russia are both futile 
and damaging to global stability.In an interaction with 
heads of leading global news agencies including PTI, 
Putin lauded India's economic growth and its 
independent foreign policy and said Russia is 
determined to expand its economic engagement with 
the country."India is among the world's major 
economies and is currently demonstrating an 
impressive rate of economic growth," Putin remarked, 
expressing confidence that bilateral trade between the 
two nations is on track to hit a USD 100 billion 
milestone in the coming years.

Putin said Russia has not seen any negative 
consequences of Western pressure on India to limit its 
engagement with Russia, suggesting that such tactics 
are bound to backfire."Everyone has understood that 
putting pressure on Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
(and India) that has the largest population in the world, 
is detrimental for international relations and for 
bilateral relations. It doesn't matter where this pressure 
comes from," Putin said.

"We don't see any negative consequences," he added.
The Russian president's remarks came against the 

backdrop of increasing disquiet in some of the Western 
capitals over India-Russia relations.The US has 
constantly been urging India to cut back its 
procurement of Russian crude oil.India is one of the 
leading economies of the world that has showed the 
highest rate of economic growth. This is not something 
that comes out of the blue. This is result of the 
hardwork that the government of India has been doing 
under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi," Putin said responding to a question from PTI's 
CEO and Editor-in-Chief Vijay Joshi.

The Russian President emphasised that New Delhi will 
continue to prioritise its own national interests, adding 
that India's diplomatic engagement with the United 
States does not hinder or undermine its time-tested 
relationship with Russia."We are glad that India is 
developing its relations with all countries it thinks 
important for its national interests," Putin said when 
asked whether India's deep alignment with 
Washington creates structural friction for Russia.

Putin said Russia considers India as a "reliable partner" 
and it sees no negative consequences from New Delhi's 
bilateral relations with any other country."India is a 
great nation and democracy and Russia will continue 
to expand its relations with it," he said.The Russian 
president, responding to a question on the conflict in 
Ukraine, said he was open to resolving it and the task 
now is to convince Kyiv.He also dismissed the idea 
that European Union countries could act as mediators 
in peace talks with Ukraine.

Russian strikes kill three in 
Ukraine

VIENNA. (Agency) 
The UN nuclear watchdog has been unable to inspect 

nuclear facilities in Iran affected by the war last June 
according to a confidential report by the UN nuclear 
watchdog circulated to member states and seen 
Thursday by The Associated Press.The International 
Atomic Energy Agency reported that it "cannot 
provide any information on the current size, 
composition or whereabouts of the stockpile of 
enriched uranium in Iran or whether Iran has 
suspended all enrichment-related activities."

The IAEA warned that it was "unable to discharge its 
safeguards responsibilities" that it has under the 
Safeguards Agreement of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty, adding that it is "indispensable 
and urgent" for Tehran to implement its obligations 
under that Treaty.The only nuclear facility inspected 
in Iran by IAEA inspectors since the last report in 
February has been the Bushehr nuclear power plant, 
which was visited on June 1-3.The reactor currently 
running at Bushehr uses uranium from Russia 
enriched to 4.5%, a low level needed for power 
generation in such plants.The confidential report 
come as tensions have flared in the Middle East.

Iranian drones heavily damaged a passenger terminal 
at Kuwait's main airport on Wednesday, killing one 
person, wounding dozens of others and briefly 
closing the airfield, the latest in back-and-forth 
attacks by Iran and the US that test a fragile ceasefire.

According to the IAEA, Iran maintains a stockpile of 
440.9 kilograms (972 pounds) of uranium enriched 
up to 60% purity, a short, technical step away from 
weapons-grade levels of 90%.That stockpile could 
allow Iran to build as many as 10 nuclear bombs, 
should it decide to weaponize its program, IAEA 
director general Rafael Grossi warned in a recent AP 
interview. He added that it doesn't mean that Iran has 
such a weapon.

Many Catholics and migrants 
hope the upcoming papal 
trips will shift focus to 
solidarity and support, away 
from divisive political 
debates splitting the right 
and deepening divisions 
with the left.

world. (Agency) 
The House passed legislation Thursday that would aid 

Ukraine and sanction key segments of the Russian 
economy, overriding objections from Republican 
leaders who warned the bill would undermine 
negotiations designed to achieve a comparable but 
stronger result.The legislation, sponsored by Rep. 
Gregory Meeks, D-N.Y., seeks to cement U.S. 
assistance for Ukraine by providing more than $1 
billion in security and reconstruction aid. It would 
make another $8 billion available for Ukraine's 
defense through loans.The 226-195 vote is a sign of 
impatience with President Donald Trump's approach 
to the war and represents the House's second major 
foreign policy break with Trump this week. The day 
before, the House, for the first time, approved a war 
powers resolution aimed at halting U.S. military 
action against Iran.Supporters were able to force 
action on the Ukraine bill by gathering 218 
signatures on a discharge petition, a legislative tool 
that allows a majority of the House to effectively 
bypass leadership.Once rarely successful, House 
members have used the petition tool this Congress to 
pass bills on releasing the government's files on 
Jeffrey Epstein and to extend health care subsidies to 
many of those who get health coverage through the 
Affordable Care Act, though the latter measure 
faltered in the Senate.Meeks said the question before 
the House was simple. Would it help Ukraine 
negotiate from a position of strength or help Russia 
outlast American resolve?"We all want this war to 
end," Meeks said. "The question is how. Will we 
abandon Ukraine and force it into a terrible deal? 
That is what Vladimir Putin is counting on. Or will 
this body live up to the commitments we've made 
since the start of this war?"

Chinese leader Xi Jinping will travel to North 
Korea next week in first visit since 2019

trips will refocus attention on people here look at immigrants,” 
solidarity and support — and away Jallow said. “Immigrants should be 
from divisive political debate that is treated with dignity and respect, not 
splitting the right in addition to pitting ignored.”Like most migrants arriving 
it against the left.“Stuck in the middle in the islands, he isn’t Catholic. But he 
are the migrants,” said the Most Rev. feels that Leo “speaks for us, he 
José Mazuelos, the bishop of Canarias, reminds the world we are also human 

beings.”The Catholic Church’s 
ministry to migrantsAdvocating 
for migrants globally was a 
priority for Pope Francis. He went 
to Lampedusa in 2013 on his first 
pastoral visit outside Rome and, 
three years later on the Greek 
island of Lesbos, he brought back 

BARCELONA. (Agency) 
with him a dozen Syrian Muslim 

 Israeli attacks on Gaza killed at refugees.Under Leo, the Catholic 
leastPope Leo XIV is delving into the Church has continued to call for 
hotly contested issue of migration by their humane treatment around the 

whose diocese includes several of the visiting two flashpoints — Spain’s world, including decrying mass 
islands. “So the church says, ‘Let’s Canary Islands in the Atlantic next deportations in his home country, the 
give them a face, because we’re talking week, and Italy’s Lampedusa island in United States.“Pope Leo is signaling 
about people, not numbers.’"Among the Mediterranean in early July.These how important immigration is to him 
them is Eslim Jallow, 27. Dreaming of rocky, remote outposts of Europe have by doing these two trips early in his 
a more prosperous future, Jallow and struggled with the arrival of tens of papacy,” said Michele Pistone, a 
his younger brother left Gambia and thousands of mostly African migrants Villanova University professor who 
landed in the Canary Islands in 2023. through some of the world's deadliest leads its new center on immigration.In 
At first, Jallow struggled to adapt, but migration routes. Even as numbers the Canaries, Leo is expected at the 
he quickly learned Spanish, took decreased this year, especially in the port of Arguineguín, on the island of 
courses and now earns a living as a Canaries, the issue continues to roil Gran Canaria, on June 11 to pay 
programmer and web developer in Las politics in these historically Catholic homage to thousands of migrants who 
Palmas de Gran Canaria.“Perhaps the countries.Many Catholics and died or disappeared en route.
pope will change the way in which migrants hope the upcoming papal 

Beijing.North Korea's nuclear weapons Council, have previously frustrated the U.S. BEIJING. (Agency) Trump has repeatedly expressed his desire to 
program has long been a major concern for and others’ efforts to toughen international restore diplomacy with Kim, but the North  Chinese leader Xi Jinping will travel to 
the United States, which opposes it. The sanctions on North Korea, despite its Korean leader has said the U.S. must first North Korea next week, both countries 
U.N. has imposed economic sanctions on banned weapons tests.drop its demand for North Korea to announced Friday, in what will be his first 
North Korea because of its nuclear and denuclearize as a precondition for talks.Xi At their meeting in Beijing last month, Putin visit in nearly seven years.His trip will the 
missile development.The announcement and Xi expressed their opposition latest in a series of steps by China to 
of the trip came a day after North Korea to “foreign policy isolation, reinforce its close ties with its nuclear-
unveiled a new facility to produce the economic sanctions, military armed neighbor, whose leader Kim Jong 
ingredients for nuclear bombs. South pressure and other methods of Un has reached out to Russia in recent 
Korea’s military has assessed the new creating threats to the security” of years, notably by sending troops and 
nuclear facility as a uranium enrichment North Korea, according to a conventional weapons to support its war 
plant.During a visit to the plant, Kim s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  against Ukraine.Kim has likewise been 
announced plans to bolster the country’s Kremlin.Embracing the ideas of a cozying up again to China, the North’s 
nuclear forces “at an exponential rate.” “new Cold War” and a multipolar biggest trade partner and aid provider, in 
Experts say the plant’s disclosure implies world, Kim has pushed for a more the past year.“As North Korea builds closer 
that Kim was eager to cement his country’s assertive foreign policy by ties with Russia, China seeks to use Xi’s 
status as a nuclear weapons state ahead of expanding ties with countries trip to reassert its influence over 
Xi’s visit.The experts say Kim wants locked in confrontations with the Pyongyang and safeguard its strategic 
international recognition as a nuclear state United States.interests in northeast Asia,” said William 
so that he can demand the lifting of the Yang, an analyst for the Internaional Crisis Xi, who traveled widely in his first 

and Kim met in Beijing in September and sanctions. They say Kim would ultimately Group.Xi will make a state visit from years in power, has curtailed his 
pledged mutual support and enhanced push for arms reductions talks with the U.S. Monday to Tuesday, state media from both international trips sharply since the 
cooperation. Kim was in the Chinese to win concessions in return for a partial nations said in brief dispatches. His last COVID-19 pandemic. His last overseas 
capital to attend a Chinese military parade surrender of his nuclear capability.visit was in June 2019.The trip will come trip was to South Korea last fall for the 
alongside other foreign leaders including Kim has been focusing on expanding his just weeks after Xi hosted U.S. President Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
Putin.Russia and China, both veto-nuclear arsenal since his high-stakes Donald Trump and Russian President summit, where he talked with Trump.
wielding members of the U.N. Security diplomacy with Trump collapsed in 2019.Vladimir Putin in quick succession in 

criminal charges against Raúl Castro last coercive measures applied in recent weeks money, it’s got nothing. It’s got a beautiful WASHINGTON (Agency) 
month. Thursday's penalties, which follow against our country, designed to harm the piece of land. You could have beautiful  The United States imposed sanctions 
Trump signing an executive order Cuban people,” he wrote on X. “The resorts,” Trump told reporters at an Thursday on Cuban President Miguel Díaz-
expanding sanctions against the island, aggression and perversion of the U.S. unrelated event in the Oval Office.Canel, his wife and three other individuals, 
freeze individuals’ property and bank government will clash with our resolve to Asked whether Cuba is close to collapsing, he in the latest move by the Trump 
accounts in the U.S. But it’s unclear said, “It’s sort of collapsed” and added administration to pressure the island’s 
how intertwined their finances are with that “we’re going to handle that as l eadersh ip  tha t  d rew immedia te  
the U.S. financial system. soon as we’ve finished” military condemnation from Havana.Included in the 

It’s “pretty unlikely” Cuba’s president operations in Iran.“I like to do one sanctions are Alejandro Castro Espín, the 
and others have assets in the U.S., said thing at a time,” Trump said.Trump sole son of former Cuban President Raúl 
Richard Feinberg, former U.S. national has ratcheted up talk of regime change Castro and Vilma Espín. He served as an 
security adviser on Latin America and in Cuba after pledging to conduct a adviser to Cuba’s Defense and National 
professor emeritus of international “friendly takeover” of the country if Security Commission and was present 
political economy at the University of its leadership did not open its when Raúl Castro greeted then-U.S. 
California, San Diego.He said the economy to American investment and President Barack Obama in Havana during 
sanctions “could be seen as preliminary kick out U.S. adversaries.a historic March 2016 meeting. Castro 
to an intervention or increasing pressure Espín's son, Raúl Alejandro Castro Calis, Rubio, the son of Cuban immigrants 
on the regime to cut a deal,” adding that also was listed.The new penalties come as who has long taken a hardline against 
the rhetoric of Trump and U.S. U.S. President Donald Trump has been Cuba’s socialist leadership, has said 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio “could confront the worst-case scenarios and threatening military action in Cuba since Trump’s preference is to reach a deal but 
take you in either direction.” resist the imperial onslaught.”Trump says ousting Venezuelan leader Nicolás Maduro has said he is doubtful the U.S. can find a 

about Cuba, 'We’re going to handle that'in January and then ordering an energy Díaz-Canel accused Trump of making “new diplomatic resolution with the current 
blockade that choked off fuel shipments to threatening statements against Cuba” and government.Those “designated today Asked Thursday if his sanctions were meant 
Cuba. That has led to severe blackouts, said “these measures are aimed at direct or fund the regime and its efforts to to accelerate Cuba’s collapse, Trump said, 
food shortages and an economic collapse reinforcing the blockade and escalating the mobilize its radical revolutionary “We just want them to be a nicely run 
across the island.The threats took on conflict between Cuba and the United movements in the United States and around country.”“The country is starving and it’s 
additional weight after the U.S. announced States.”“This political blindnss adds to the the world,” Rubio said in a statement.got no energy, it’s got no oil, it’s got no 

UN nuclear watchdog says 
it's been unable to inspect 
Iranian facilities

KYIV. (Agency) 
Russian strikes killed three people in several regions of 

Ukraine, regional authorities said on Friday.
Moscow and Kyiv have been targeting each other with 

intensifying aerial attacks in recent months as US-led 
diplomatic efforts to end their war, now in its fifth 
year, remain stalled.Russian drone strikes on 
Thursday evening killed a 75-year-old man in the 
southern Ukrainian city of Kherson, according to the 
head of the city's military administration Yaroslav 
Shanko.A woman was also killed in a drone strike in 
Zaporizhzhia that wounded 16 others, emergency 
services said.And Russian drone and artillery attacks 
killed a woman in the Pavlograd district in 
Dnipropetrovsk, regional governor Oleksandr 
Ganzha said on Telegram on Friday.Russia has hit 
Ukraine with barrages of drones and missiles since 
2022 and has occupied swathes of the south and east 
of the country.In Konotop city in northeastern 
Ukraine, three children were wounded in Russian 

strikes, Mayor Artem Semenikhin wrote on 
Telegram.Russia's defence ministry said on Friday 
morning that it had intercepted and destroyed 123 
Ukrainian drones in the preceding night over various 
regions.

US sanctions Cuban President Miguel Díaz-Canel in 
latest move to pressure island's leadership

CMYK

MAHANAGAR METROWORLD NEWS


	Page 1.pdf
	Page 2.pdf
	Page 3.pdf
	Page 4.pdf
	Page 5.pdf
	Page 6.pdf
	Page 7.pdf
	Page 8.pdf
	Page 9.pdf
	Page 10.pdf
	Page 11.pdf
	Page 12.pdf

