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Rajkot. A disturbing      envi-
ronmental controversy is
emerging around one of
India's most recognized snack
brands. Serious allegations
have surfaced against a Balaji
Wafers manufacturing facility
near Rajkot, Gujarat, accusing
it of discharging millions of
liters of chemically contami-
nated wastewater into nearby
rivers and natural water chan-
nels on a daily basis.Accord-
ing to local residents and
affected communities, the pol-
lution has pushed surrounding
villages toward an environ-
mental and humanitarian cri-
sis. Water bodies that once
served as lifelines for agricul-
ture and livestock are now al-
legedly turning into toxic
drains, raising concerns over
public health, environmental
safety, and rural livelihoods.
Environmental Disaster Af-
fecting 12 VillagesResidents
from nearly a dozen villages
claim they have been suffering
the consequences of industrial
pollution for years. Farmers,
livestock owners, and local
families say the contamination
is steadily destroying their pri-
mary sources of income and
survival.Agricultural Lands
Losing FertilityVillagers al-
lege that chemical-laden
wastewater is seeping into

groundwater sources, wells,
and irrigation systems. As a
result, fertile agricultural land
is reportedly becoming barren,
crop productivity has declined
significantly, and several
farmers have suffered substan-
tial financial losses.Livestock
Facing Serious Health
RisksLocal livestock owners
claim that cattle and other an-
imals have fallen ill after con-
suming contaminated water.
Reports of livestock deaths
have fueled anger among rural
communities, many of whom
depend entirely on animal
husbandry for their liveli-
hood.Growing Public Health
ConcernsResidents further al-
lege an increase in skin dis-
eases, kidney-related ailments,
and other serious health com-
plications in the affected

areas. The situation has cre-
ated widespread fear and frus-
tration among villagers who
believe their health and future
are being sacrificed in the
name of industrial
growth.Why Is the Adminis-
tration Silent?One of the
biggest questions being raised
by local communities is why
authorities have allegedly
failed to take decisive action
despite repeated complaints.
Villagers claim that multiple
representations and memoran-
dums have been submitted to
the relevant departments, in-
cluding the Gujarat Pollution
Control Board (GPCB), yet no
substantial measures have
been taken to stop the alleged
pollution.The growing contro-
versy has sparked concerns
over whether powerful corpo-

rate interests are in-
fluencing regula-
tory oversight and
enforcement mech-
a n i s m s . P u b l i c
Anger Reaches
Boiling PointFrus-
trated by what they
describe as official
inaction, affected
villagers have
warned of large-
scale protests if im-
mediate steps are
not taken to address
the issue.Farmers
argue that develop-

ment cannot come at the cost
of destroying agricultural
land, contaminating water re-
sources, and endangering
human lives.“When Will Jus-
tice Reach the Food Produc-
ers?”What began as an
environmental complaint has
now evolved into a larger de-
bate about corporate account-
ability, environmental
governance, and the rights of
rural communities.Across the
affected villages, one question
continues to echo:
“Do the lives of ordinary
citizens matter less than the
profits of large corporations?”
Until a transparent investiga-
tion is conducted and affected
communities receive justice,
this issue is likely to remain a
major public concern.

BALAJI WAFERS UNDER FIRE: CORPORATE ARROGANCE OR SYSTEMIC COLLUSION?
Toxic Industrial Discharge Allegedly Devastating 12 Villages

Millions of Liters of Polluted Wastewater Reportedly Released Into Rivers
Near Rajkot; Farmers and Livestock Owners Demand Immediate Action
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accused is a minor and absconding. the accused stabbed the victim in the Ghaziabad.(Agency)
stomach multiple times.The victim’s sister According to the complaint filed by the   Tension gripped Khoda through Saturday, a 
said they had no reason to suspect victim’s elder brother, the boy was with day after a Class 11 student, 17, died from 
anything when her brother was called to two friends when the accused confronted stab wounds allegedly inflicted by another 
meet. “We thought it was a normal him, abused him and stabbed him youth on Bakrid, with grieving relatives 
meeting. But he was not alone. Seven or repeatedly in the abdomen. One of the and local residents seeking justice and 
eight others were there,” she alleged. friends told police they were called near several right-wing outfits reaching the 
Their mother, overcome with grief, the accused’s house on Bakrid and that colony on the Delhi-Ghaziabad border, 
demanded the harshest punishment. “The several others were present there. The prompting police to heavily deploy there.
way my son was killed, I want the same family alleged it was not a spontaneous More than 300 police personnel, including 
punishment for the accused,” she said.As quarrel but a planned attack.two battalions of PAC, were rushed to 
protes ts  escala ted  on Saturday,  According to a friend of the victim, they Khoda to prevent any flare-up. Multiple 
demonstrators demanded the arrest of all were invited to a neighbour’s place on SHOs were also stationed there.
accused, strict legal action and demolition Bakrid, where the accused teenager asked The boy’s body reached his house after an 
of their properties. Former Khoda the victim: “Tumne kabhi bakra halal hote autopsy to scenes of mourning and protest. 
municipal council chairperson Reena dekha hai?” To that, the victim replied, His family delayed the cremation for 
Bhati and BJP functionary Ajay Sharma “Nahi.” The accused said, “Aao dikhate hours as they demanded the arrest of all 
v i s i t e d  t h e  f a m i l y. P o l i c e  a n d  hain (Have you ever seen a goat being those involved. The teenager, a resident of 
administrative officials remained at the killed? Come, we will show you).” When Navneet Vihar, was stabbed on Thursday 
victim’s house for hours. Officials said the the victim refused and got up to leave, the afternoon near Sharma Dairy in Khoda 
family was assured of strong legal action, accused allegedly began abusing and and died during treatment at a Noida 
financial assistance, security.hurling expletives. During the altercation, hospital on Friday. Police said the main 

Gangajal reaches Vijay Nagar, 
supply begins in 9 wards

Tension in Khoda over murder of  
teenager, 3 held, but not prime accused

Licence fee reduced, UP gets 360 
bids for 11 liquor shops in Noida

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
A national-level para athlete was 

allegedly murdered and his body was 
dumped in Sai Upvan area in the trans-
Hindon region. Police recovered his 
body on Saturday. He had recently 
qualified for an international 
competition and was considered one of 
the country’s most promising para 
sports stars.According to police 
sources, Chirag Tyagi returned home 
on Saturday af ter  winning a  
competition in Bengaluru, where he 
secured qualification at the 8th Indian 
National Open Para Athletics 
Championship.Deputy commissioner 
of police Dhaval Jaiswal said, “Around 
3pm, officers of the Kotwali Nagar 
police station received the information 
that the para-athlete Chirag Tyagi was 
lying in the Sai Kunj area. They 
reached the scene, collected evidence 
a n d  s e n t  t h e  b o d y  f o r  a n  
autopsy.”Assistant commissioner of 
police (ACP) Upasana Pandey 
supervised the team tasked with 
collecting evidence and the initial 
investigation. Forensic experts were 
also called in to collect evidence from 
the site.A preliminary investigation 
suggests that Tyagi might have been 
subjected to electric shocks. Injury 
marks were found on his body and 
there is a hole in his back. It might be 
from a bullet wound or a sign of blunt 
force trauma, sources said. However, 
officers said the exact cause of death 
would only be confirmed after the post-
mortem examination, which is 
scheduled for Sunday.The death has 
left Chirag’s family devastated. 
Relatives have alleged that he was 
murdered as part of a pre-planned 
conspiracy and have demanded a 
thorough investigation. Family 
members maintained that the athlete 
could not have died due to natural 
causes.Based on CCTV footage, a 
suspect has been taken into custody 
and is currently being interrogated. The 
family members are being consulted. 

News box

Biker dies in hit & run on 
highway near Dery Machha 
village

Noida.(Agency)
 A 21-year-old man who was travelling on a bike died after 

he was hit by an unidentified vehicle on a highway near 
Dery Machha village under the Badalpur police station 
area on Saturday.The deceased, Himanshu, 21, was a 
resident of Utaralsi village under the Jarcha police 
station area. Police have launched an investigation to 
trace the vehicle involved in the incident.Locals 
informed police about the accident via the emergency 
helpline. A team reached the spot and found the man 
grievously hurt. He was rushed to a hospital but doctors 
declared him dead on arrival.The body has been sent for 
post-mortem examination. The report is expected to 
provide some clarity on how the incident took place.

Police have formed a team to examine available evidence, 
including possible CCTV footage from nearby locations 
and routes.A senior police officer said that law and order 
in the area remains normal and there is no public 
disturbance linked to the accident.Further legal 
proceedings are under way, and police have appealed to 
anyone with information about the incident to come 
forward and assist in the investigation.

Water Project was proposed as a 10 km the 15th Finance Commission.Ghaziabad.(Agency)
pipeline laid from the Ganga water Mayor Sunita Dayal said the move could More than a year after the 10 million litres 
treatment plant in Pratap Vihar. The finally put an end to the residents’ water per day (MLD) Ganga Water Project was 

woes. “The population of Vijay announced, Vijay Nagar, which faces 
Nagar is about six lakhs. For many severe water crisis every summer, is 
years, the area has been facing water getting its supply of Gangajal.“Vijay 
scarcity, especially of potable water. Nagar has 14 wards, out of which 
GMC so far was dependent on water is currently being supplied to 
groundwater supply to cater to the nine wards on a trial basis. In 10 days, 
needs but there was a shortfall in that we hope to start supply in the 
too,” she said.GMC produces 372 remaining wards,” said Ghaziabad 
MLD of water, out of which 108 m u n i c i p a l  c o m m i s s i o n e r  
MLD is Ganga water. Till now, Vikramaditya Singh Malik.Over the 
Ganga water supply is limited to years, the groundwater table around 
areas like Indirapuram, Vaishali, Vijay Nagar has depleted drastically 
Kaushambi, Siddharth Vihar and because of overexploitation. In 2017, 

Surya Nagar.pipeline would be connected to six groundwater was found 37.02 m below the 
underground water reservoirs in the area, soil. In 2023, the height of the water table With groundwater tables depleting, there is 
through which water would supplied to depleted further and fell to 47.67 m below a demand for Ganga water from other 
Vijay Nagar.The Rs 16.5 crore project will the ground. In 2025, it reduced to 50 m. parts of the city as well. “Ganga water is fit 
be sponsored by Ghaziabad municipal The average depletion over six years was for potable use. Groundwater in 
corporation (GMC) with the funds under 13 m, which is the worst in the city.Ganga Ghaziabad is brackish,” said Malik.

“The allotment was conducted on random Gurgaon.(Agency) from the existing shops,” said 
Kumar.basis. Now the allottees have to deposit  The excise department received 360 

the licence fees for the shops they got applications for 11 liquor shops during The excise officer said the department 
within next three working days. If the the fifth phase of the e-lottery held on had earlier restructured the unsold 
amount is not deposited, allotment will Thursday, with officials expecting shops by redistributing their revenue 
be cancelled,” Kumar said.nearly Rs 50 crore in revenue through targets and creating additional 

According to Kumar, the fifth phase licence fees and minimum guaranteed lower-fee shops to make the licences 
lottery was conducted after several revenue collections.The live online commercially viable. “Following 
expensive liquor vends, particularly allotment process was conducted at the rationalisation, the licence fee of 
premium model shops with licence fee Surajpur Collectorate as per provisions some model shops was reduced from 
liabilities exceeding Rs 2 crore of the Uttar Pradesh Excise Policy 2026- Rs 2.15 crore to around Rs 1.5 
annually, failed to attract successful 27.The shops up for allotment included crore,” Kumar said.The department 
bidders despite repeated allotment one existing country liquor shop, five has also carved out additional 
attempts since April.“Although newly created country liquor shops, country liquor and model shops to 
applications were being received in three existing model shops and two distribute the pending Minimum 
every phase, applicants were not newly created model shops.District Guaranteed Quantity (MGQ) and 
depositing the licence fee amount excise officer Subodh Kumar said that Minimum Guaranteed Revenue 
within the stipulated timeline, due to t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  r e c e i v e d  2 4 3  (MGR) targets attached to the 

any furthere-lottery allotment, he added.which these shops repeatedly remained applications for six country liquor shops unsold vends, he added.“If all shops are 
“Though the chances are bleak, such shops unsettled,” he said.and 117 applications for five model successfully settled, the department is 

which do not get licence fees deposited shops – bringing the total to 360. The expected to generate nearly Rs 50 crore If any of the applicants fail to deposit 
will be cancelled completely. However, department generated around Rs 2.7 through licence fee, MGQ and MGR licence fees against the shop allotted to 
it will not result in revenue loss as we lakh in revenue through the application collections alone, apart from annual them this time too, that shop will also be 
will still have some margin to recover fees during the latest e-lottery phase. consumption revenue,” Kumar said.cancelled and not carried forward for 

Days after qualifying for 
international meet, para 

athlete found dead in 
Ghaziabad

Another exam, another mess: Glitches 
cancel Cuet morning slot at Noida centre

 

frustration. “We still don’t know what Ghaziabad.(Agency)

happened or when the exam will be held  At 7.30am, candidates began arriving. 

again,” said another candidate, admit Biometric verification was done by 

card still in hand, waiting outside the 8.30am. The exam was scheduled to 

gates.The physical conditions inside begin at 9am. But till 11am, no one had 

added to the distress. Students alleged any answers.“The system failed us again. 

there were no functioning fans despite the They kept us waiting for three hours with 

heat. “Some hadn’t even eaten breakfast no communication, then simply asked us 

properly out of anxiety. I dropped my to go home,” said Anshika Mishra, 18, 

brother off at 6.30am and came back at tears rolling down her face as she walked 

10am expecting it to be over — nobody out of the examination centre in Sector 64 

had even appeared for the paper yet,” said on Saturday.For thousands of Cuet-UG 

Anuj, whose younger brother was among aspirants, what should have been one of 

the candidates.Those who had travelled the most important days of their 

long distances bore the brunt. “I came academic lives dissolved into hours of 

from Dwarka — nearly two hours. We chaos, confusion and helpless waiting in 

had no phones inside, no way to reach our the scorching heat. Technical glitches 

parents. My mother waited outside in the cancelled the morning slot and threw the 

heat the entire time. Is this a joke?” said second shift into disarray at Aadarsh 

another candidate.The chaos spilled into Pariksha Kendra, which was handling 

the second shift as well. Entry gates that back-to-back exams. My parents even 1, of whom 69,341 were eventually able nearly 2,000 candidates across multiple 

were supposed to open at 1pm did not let postponed our family trip because the to appear after delays. It added that 3,765 shifts. Students alleged they were kept 

students in until nearly 2.30pm. “It dates kept changing. Now it feels like it candidates “could not wait until the inside exam halls for hours with no 

breaks my heart to see the mental agony all went in vain,” she told .Around 10am, examination resumed and left.”clarity, triggering panic and protests. The 

students are being put through. An students said officials “casually” “I didn’t leave. I waited because I had no exam did, eventually, happen in the 

aspirant puts in months of work for this informed them of “technical issues” — choice,” said a candidate, who was second shift.Anshika, a commerce 

day — subjecting them to this level of but gave no formal update and did not present outside the centre. “Every 10 student hoping to pursue BCom from 

administrative chaos right before they allow anyone to leave. Between 10.55am minutes they said ‘just wait a little more’. Delhi University, had left her home in 

enter the hall is deeply unfair. NTA must and 11.10am, candidates were finally How can students walk out when an exam Sector 134 early morning with her father. 

issue an immediate clarification,” said asked to go home. deciding their future is at stake? And then “I studied so hard for this that I couldn’t 

Varun Goel, a faculty member at In a statement, National Testing Agency NTA says we chose to leave — the entire focus properly on my CBSE boards. Cuet 

PhysicsWallah, who accompanied his (NTA) said 73,106 candidates had burden is being put on us when the system was my main target — I spent the last two 

students to the centre.completed biometric registration for shift is the one that failed.”Others echoed the to three months in coaching, mock tests, 

Noida.(Agency)
 A fire broke out at the Spark Minda manufacturing facility 

in Sector 59 on Saturday evening. Thick smoke 
shrouded the sky and was visible from several 
kilometres away. A total of 25 fire tenders were 
deployed to the scene and five people were treated for 
injuries. No casualties were reported as firefighters 
continued to battle the flames late into the night.

Fire officials said the blaze started around 4.30pm, the fire 
alarm sounded shortly after and around 600 employees 
promptly evacuated the factory. While five workers 
were treated for minor injuries and smoke inhalation, 
there were no major injuries reported.Chief fire officer 
(CFO) said the fire engulfed sections of the ground and 
first floor of the facility, where chemicals and thinner 
were stored. The presence of highly flammable 
materials caused the fire to spread rapidly.

“The fire affected areas where chemicals and thinner were 
kept. Because of the combustible materials, the flames 
spread quickly. We are using the latest firefighting 
techniques to contain the blaze,” Chaubey said.Initially, 
five fire tenders were dispatched to the spot, but 
additional units were called in due to the intensity of the 
flames, bringing the total number of fire units at the 
scene to 25. The blaze had not been doused late on 
Saturday night.Officials said the factory has a water 
storage capacity of approximately seven to eight lakh 
litres, which is being utilised in the firefighting effort. 
As a precautionary measure, nearby industrial units 
were alerted and security arrangements in the 
surrounding area were strengthened.Police and fire 
department teams established a secure perimeter around 
the affected area while rescue and containment 
operations continued.The exact cause of the fire has not 
yet been determined. Preliminary investigation point to 
a possible short circuit or technical malfunction, though 
officials stressed that the actual cause will only be 
known after the fire is completely extinguished and a 
detailed investigation is conducted.mmediate action 
was taken in accordance with emergency response 
procedures and the fire was brought under control with 
the assistance of the local fire department. There were 
no casualties or injuries,” a Spark Minda spokesperson 
said.The impact on operations is currently being 
assessed, and necessary steps are being taken to restore 
normalcy at the earliest. A committee has been 
constituted by the company to oversee the situation and 
will provide further updates as and when verified 
information becomes available.”

Overdrive on Sozzle Street – 
900 complaints a month on 
Dial 112, public drinking 
becomes a nuisance in Gzb

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 Every other night, returning home from work, a 

Ghaziabad resident would find cars parked outside the 
gate of his Indirapuram condominium. “Sometimes the 
stereos would be on full blast — audible from my flat, 
typically after midnight. Working in Delhi for 15 years, 
I’ve seen many car-o-bars, but these still surprised me. 
The groups made no attempt to be discreet. I’ve seen 
bottles kept on bonnets, on the road, even on dividers. 
And I’ve seen a few brawls,” he said.Police data shows 
his experience is far from uncommon. Public drinking 
has become a serious nuisance in Ghaziabad, with 
4,520 complaints received on UP Police’s Dial 112 
between Jan 1 and May 15 this year, leading to cases or 
fines against 9,885 people.

Between May 1 and 15 alone, 474 complaints came in. 
Additional CP (headquarters) Keshav Chaudhary said 
most were from Indirapuram and Nandgram police 
stations, both areas with large high-rise societies. “A 
team from the concerned police station went to the spot 
and took immediate action upon receiving 
information,” he said.The nuisance extends well 
beyond drinking — it is accompanied by brawls, eve-
teasing, and threats against those who try to intervene. 
Empty bottles smashed on roads have become a brazen 
symbol of this public flouting of rules. Many gather 
around two-wheelers, using the seats as table-tops for 
the glasses and snacks. In case of four-wheelers, the 
bonnets become tables.The offenders are not always 
outsiders. Residents of some high-rise societies also 
partake, often turning aggressive when questioned.

Deepak Kumar, president of Ghaziabad’s AOA and a 
resident of Amrapali Village in Indirapuram, told TOI 
that residents have been caught drinking outside their 
own society gates and threatening security guards. 
“When guards asked some men not to drink outside the 
gate given the presence of women and children, they 
were told: ‘chutti ke baad gate ke bahar ao, tab bataata 
hoon’ (I’ll see you outside the gate after your shift),” he 
said.

Fire sparks at manufacturing 
unit, firefighters battle blaze 
into the night
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party for the 2028 poll battle. A big challenge for the reluctance to accept a central role has made the THE resignation of Siddaramaiah as Karnataka Chief 
Congress is to retain the support of backward classes, situation more complicated.Minister has cleared the way for the elevation of his 

Notably, the Congress had persisted with deputy, DK Shivakumar. Siddaramaiah (77), 
Bhupesh Baghel as Chhattisgarh CM (2018-who completed three years of his current tenure 
23) despite the sustained pressure exerted by last week, has stated that he stepped down at the 
his colleague and rival, TS Singh Deo. In behest of the Congress high command. The 
Punjab, the party eased out Capt Amarinder protests across the state by his supporters show 
Singh from the top post barely five months that the transition cannot be treated as a routine 
before the 2022 Assembly elections. The change in leadership. Siddaramaiah’s exit 
drastic step, aimed at countering anti-appears to validate speculation about a rotational 
incumbency, could not save the Congress power-sharing arrangement following the 
from finishing a distant second in the polls. Congress victory in the May 2023 Assembly 
Karnataka is central to the grand old party’s e l e c t i o n s .  T h o u g h  n e v e r  o f f i c i a l l y  
southern scheme of things, considering that acknowledged, the understanding seems to have 
the BJP is a significant player in the state. shaped the party’s internal dynamics in 
The Congress top brass needs to ensure that Karnataka.
its gamble strengthens the state party unit It’s apparent that the 64-year-old Shivakumar 
rather than sharpening the differences could wait no more for the coveted post. The 

between the camps led by Shivakumar and minorities and Dalits — communities which have onus would now be on him to prioritise good 
Siddaramaiah.remained loyal to Siddaramaiah. The outgoing CM’s governance over the next two years and prepare the 

Jimmying open 
Gymkhana doors

No twist in the SIR tale

Karnataka transition : Siddaramaiah’s exit signals a reset

The bubble has burst and nothing will quite set 
Humpty right again. No committee, court order, 
heritage note or emotional WhatsApp forward by 
a wailing cop can quite put it back together. A 
full-scale attack on clubs is now underway, 
leaving everyone perplexed about the intent. The 
touch-me-not charm that clubbers inhabiting 
these manicured islands of privilege had, is 
destroyed in a way that can’t quite be described 
by those who haven’t felt their bliss.

The roughshod entry of regulatory rulers into these 
hallowed portals has once again raised the 
question of what this brouhaha means. And club 
members will forever feel that horror every time 
they hear the bells toll.

Let’s draw out the three blimps that float around in 
this debate. First, there are the trustees, 
committee members, members and their 
dependents, and those close to the finish line on 
that forever-waiting list. Then there are the 
outstation users and frequent guests. Employees, 
somehow a special worker-class (often 
hereditary), fall into this second category. In the 
third circle of the Venn diagram is the larger mass 
of city dwellers whose aspiration is just to be a 
powerful auntie in one’s resident welfare 
association, or be part of a colonial club that 
doesn’t entitle one to any fields of fancy, bars of 
belonging, or floridity of ritual beyond paying 
the measly dues.Outside these three 
circles—‘Ah, Dante!’ a club classicist would 
exclaim—exists the rest of the world, which is 
busy with bhajan-based raves for the young and 
all-night jagratas or prayer circles for the elderly 
as preferred group kinks. This much larger 
world—and some would say, the real 
world—very often doesn’t even realise it’s living 
cheek-by-jowl with clubs whose walls they have 
never attempted to scale.What has been shattered 
is the sense of colonial continuity that some clubs 
attempted to replicate in the little nuances they 
insisted were membership rituals. They used the 
power vested by perpetual leases to inflict 
behavioural regulations on those who wished to 
pass through their portals, escape being 
blackballed, and had the accountable resources to 
pay the fees that have become astronomical in 
recent years. To facetiously comprehend how 
exclusive these clubs are, one can consider the 
rumour that their ‘strict’ vetting process simply 
involves keeping out anyone who has to ask the 
price of a gin-and-tonic, which is heavily 
subsidised anyway.In some cases, the entry 
regulation was made simply a matter of waiting 
until the death of an existing member. In others, it 
was genetically proscribed for some and 
inscribed for those lucky enough to have some 
controlling authority able to subpoena a hidden 
quota. In a few places, there was the fig leaf of 
producing national-level sportspersons because 
they had been privileged to be young participants 
in games they couldn’t otherwise afford to 
attempt.This illusion of exclusivity has lasted 
much longer than these 70 years. There are 
seriously important elements of those practices 
and privileges that are part of almost all 
democratic countries that have been colonised in 
the past. The English led by a league, but the 
Portuguese and French colonisers didn’t quite 
abandon this process. Clubs were created or 
retained in places they had conquered.At all 
points, however, exclusivity was the theme. 
Civility was the veneer that was put on as an 
overlay. Ensuring that the natives were kept in 
place and allowing in those who were willing and 
powerful collaborators—as long as they 
mimicked and brown-nosed their cruel 
rulers—was the real game. That carries on to this 
day. (Remember those quotas?)Today, that same 
game is made out as an issue of nostalgia, of 
nationally-vital networking, and sometimes of 
nepotism disguised by some other convenient 
name. In the case of some clubs, the membership 
was automatic for administrators and uniformed 
star bearers, who otherwise were fleeting birds of 
passage in most places,cintended to retire. 

ZWhat Indian viewers of Pakistani dramas recognise is not Pakistan as a state, but echoes of a shared civilisational past

A Daniel come to judgment!” exclaims Shylock in 
Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice as Portia 
concedes his right to Antonio’s “pound of 
flesh”.Somewhat similar might be the Election 
Commission of India’s (ECI) reaction after the Supreme 
Court’s (SC) May 27 order sanctifying the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR), a process devised by the ECI 
to eliminate “ineligible” electors.

Unfortunately, in the real world of the Indian electoral 
system, there was no twist in the SIR tale like the one in 
the play, when Portia turns the tables on Shylock by 
denying him “one drop of blood” as he extracts his 
pound of flesh. The SIR is no Shakespearean play, 
although it contains a lot of drama and a few tragic 
elements.The SC judgment, in the process of settling the 
issues, has unsettled people. It says nothing that is not 
already contained in law. There is little adjudication; 
only an unqualified reaffirmation of the letter, no matter 
if the spirit seems stifled.The order reaffirms the 
“legality” of the SIR process and the ECI’s authority in 
doing it “in such manner as it may think fit”, provided in 
Section 21(3) of the Representation of the People Act, 
which was never in doubt even though its “fairness” was 
challenged. It has stoutly defended the ECI’s plenary 

ECI stirred a hornet’s nest on June 24, 2025, when it Constitution, but it can be suspended by an unconvinced powers, including its authority to discard time-tested 
issued the initial notification. In its judgment, the SC ECI. The SC order states that being enrolled once as an procedures that earned the people’s trust. The SC has 
states that the ECI is empowered “to undertake a limited elector doesn’t guarantee continuance because it is a upheld the “might” of the ECI and left the people with 
enquiry into citizenship for the purpose of satisfying “rebuttable presumption”. If found “infected”, you could the impression that “might is right” and all that is legal is 
itself as to eligibility for inclusion in the electoral roll.” be “quarantined” and must lie “moorchhit” like presumed fair.The farcical element is that while 
However, it holds that “such an enquiry does not amount Lakshman till you find a Hanuman to fetch “jadibooti” to acknowledging the ECI’s “institutional expertise”, the 
to a determination of citizenship”. While this affects the revive you.While the SC has voted in the ECI’s favour, it SC has taken credit for protecting the constitutional 
individual’s entitlement to be included in the ER, it is up to the latter to legitimise its victory by placing in the rights of the electors through “a series of judicial 
doesn’t “divest the individual of claims of citizenship, public domain the “material on record” that convinced interventions, which progressively infused the process 
nor does it foreclose a determination of that question by the Court that the earlier ER suffered from “cumulative with safeguards”. The Court is unmindful of the 
the Competent Authority under the Citizenship Act.” inaccuracies over an extended period” necessitating the wrongful exclusion of electors through the “logical 

What this means is that if the Electoral Registration comprehensive SIR exercise instead of “piecemeal discrepancy” tool and has overlooked the denial of 
Officer is not satisfied with the citizenship status of solutions”. It should present a complete report card on the voting rights to over 27 lakh electors who couldn’t 
electors, they will not be allowed to remain in the ER health of the ER following the SIR as per the parameters complete the appellate process conducted under its own 
and such cases will be referred to the competent of “integrity, accuracy and purity” compared to the ER supervision in West Bengal.
authority for finally “determining” citizenship. This prepared under its own supervision earlier.The SIR became contentious because of the ECI’s 
implies losing the right to vote even before citizenship is The ECI must disclose the number of “ineligible” people unprecedented classification of electors in two groups in 
finally determined.A similar exercise was done in whose citizenship was found doubtful through the SIR Bihar: pre- and post-2003, a template for all subsequent 
Assam a few years ago when doubtful voters were put in and refer them within four weeks to the competent exercises of “purifying” the electoral rolls (ER). The 
the D list and their voting right suspended. To this day, authority for adjudicating their citizenship. So far, the more disturbing part was the ECI attaching a 
the ECI hasn’t divulged how many of these have had ECI has not disclosed this number while providing “presumption of citizenship” to the pre-2003 electors, 
their citizenship determined. Shouldn’t the SC have details of those “permanently shifted, dead or duplicate”, thereby cloaking the rest of the electors in a shroud of 
asked the ECI to disclose the fate of these electors before entries which are supposed to be removed during the “non-citizenship”. Such “intruders” were asked to 
prescribing a similar procedure for the future? It simply routine ER revision exercise. The ECI must also bring out produce one of the 11 prescribed documents, to which 
shrugged its shoulders as if saying, “bad luck if the a compendium of lessons learnt in the first two phases the SC added the Aadhaar card, knowing full well that 
gravy train of Indian electoral democracy just passed and the improvement in the procedure for future SIR none of them was conclusive evidence of citizenship.
you and you couldn’t get on to it. Try another time.” rather than carry on with its present ways because of the It is this central issue of citizenship that remains as 

The right to vote may be the most precious gift of the SC’s endorsement.ambiguous after the SC judgment as it was before the 

Supreme Court’s endorsement must not prompt the ECI to carry on with its present ways

as commemorative videos of Operation Sindoor of cities now in Pakistan. That emotional geography means at the level of statecraft.A 58-year-old woman I know in Chandigarh, a retired 
circulated this month, viewers across Indian cities were never entirely disappeared. Pakistani dramas schoolteacher and devoted grandmother, recently In November 2008, then Pakistani President Asif Ali 
still catching up on episodes of Hania Amir's Meri unintentionally recreate fragments of that lost world. finished watching the famous Pakistani show Zindagi Zardari spoke at a conference in Delhi and reflected on 
Zindagi Hai Tu. After the Indian government blocked The language, food, courtyard homes, wedding rituals, Gulzar Hai for the fourth time. She also believes, quite how Indians and Pakistanis still carried traces of one 
major Pakistani YouTube channels following the family structures and Urdu-blended Punjabi tones feel firmly, that Pakistan remains India's most irresponsible another despite the Partition. The remarks were warmly 

deeply familiar to many Indian neighbour. When I mentioned the show received, but within days came the 26/11 Mumbai terror 
Punjabis. What viewers recognise is not to her husband, a retired government attacks. The contrast was brutal and unforgettable: 
Pakistan as a state, but echoes of a officer known for his harsh views on the cultural warmth on one side, terrorism on the other.
shared civilisational past.Pakistan army, his eyes lit up instantly. That tension still defines the relationship today.

"Adnan Siddiqui is an exceptional There is also a simpler reason: the dramas Pakistan's sponsorship of cross-border terrorism is not a 
actor," he admitted, before quickly are genuinely well-made. For years, diplomatic misunderstanding. It is a long and 
correcting himself: "But don't quote me. Indian television increasingly leaned documented reality with devastating consequences for 
I have no love for Pakistan. I just towards exaggerated melodrama and Indian civilians and security personnel alike. The 
happened to watch it."That awkward unrealistic spectacle. Pakistani dramas Pahalgam attack reinforced why Indian concerns 
disclaimer captures something millions moved in the opposite direction. Their remain legitimate and non-negotiable.
of Indians, particularly Punjabis, quietly appeal lies in restraint. Characters At the same time, Indian viewers who enjoy Pakistani 
experience today. People across resemble ordinary people, homes look dramas while supporting firm action against terrorism 
Chandigarh, Ludhiana, Delhi and lived-in and conflicts revolve around are not being contradictory. They are caught up between 
beyond, who hold deeply critical views bel ievable emotional  tensions:  a hostile security establishment and popular culture. 
of the Pakistani state are simultaneously marriage, class, ambitio and family That distinction rarely appears in official rhetoric, but it 
hooked on Pakistani television dramas. expectations. exists quietly inside millions of Indian homes.
They may not watch it openly on TV That realism has found a massive None of this implies naivety. When families in Ludhiana 
screens in their living rooms, but slyly audience across borders. Several or Amritsar watch scenes that resemble conversations 
on YouTube channels on their phones. It Pakistani dramas have crossed billions once common in undivided Punjab, what they 
is  a  contradict ion few openly of views online. Even after official experience is less political reconciliation than cultural 
acknowledge.This comes at perhaps the restrictions, Indian audiences continued familiarity.Cultural consumption cannot substitute for 
lowest point in India-Pakistan relations finding alternative channels to watch accountability, nor does it erase decades of violence, 
in decades. In May last year, India them.Pahalgam attack, mirror channels emerged almost mistrust and hostility. But it does reveal something 
launched Operation Sindoor, following the Pakistan- Is this Pakistan's soft power? To an extent, yes. Pakistani instantly. The audience seemed to have simply migrated worth noticing: even during periods of extreme political 
sponsored Pahalgam terror attack that killed 26 dramas have succeeded in creating familiarity where with them.Part of the explanation lies in Punjab's hostility, people continue consuming stories that feel 
innocent civilians in Jammu and Kashmir. Indian strikes official diplomacy repeatedly collapses.memory. Many families in Indian Punjab still trace their emotionally recognisable. A year after Operation 
targeted terror infrastructure across Pakistan and PoK. Just as Bollywood has long been Pakistan's guilty roots to Lahore, Lyallpur, Multan or Jhang. The stories Sindoor, trade is frozen, diplomacy is minimal and 
Military exchanges followed. The Indus Waters Treaty pleasure, India may have quietly conceded an edge to its passed down through generations are often stories of mistrust dominates the relationship. Yet Pakistani 
remains suspended, diplomatic ties are frozen and neighbour in the human business of television drama. homes left behind overnight.My own childhood, like dramas continue to find Indian audiences, even if many 
bilateral engagement is virtually non-existent.Yet even But we should be careful about overstating what this that of many Punjabis, was narrated through memories viewers discuss them almost with guilt.

When Indian viewers tune into Pakistani TV dramas slyly on YouTube channels

: A big challenge for the Congress is to retain the support of backward classes, minorities and Dalits — communities which have remained loyal to Siddaramaiah
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Bedrooms

Room
You must focus on the subject you 
are meditating on — love, success, 
money, happiness and peace. Before 
we can start effective meditation, we 
have to make sure that our 
environment is conducive. You 
cannot get pure thoughts in a dirty, 
smelly, filthy room. If there is too 
much noise coming in from other 
rooms, you are setting yourself up for 
failure and will give up easily 
because you cannot concentrate.
Designing a meditation room
This can be an incredibly enjoyable 
and satisfying process. If you are 
fortunate enough to have a space that 
you can dedicate purely to the 
practice of meditation, then what you 
read here will help you to create your 
very own special sanctuary.
A meditation room is meant to be a 
place of relaxation and serenity. Any 
source of distraction, such as TV, 
computer and telephone, should be 
kept out of the space. Decorating 
your meditation room is a very 
personal thing, since everyone has 
different ways of relaxing. Your 
meditation room should be a room 

that you can walk into and instantly 
begin to feel relaxed in. Everything in 
the room — the colors, the items, the 
decorations should help you with your 
daily meditation. Therefore, your 
deliberations for your own meditation 
room are important and vital for 
continued success with meditation.
Location
Choose a room that is as far from 
distraction as possible. If you live in an 
apartment or condo, use a space that 
doesn't share a wall with other units.
Colour
The colours you choose will have an 
effect on your perception of space in the 
room. For example — darker colours 
may feel very cozy, but they can make a 
room feel smaller. Lighter colours on the 
other hand will help open a room up, but 
may not have the warmth you seek. Paint 
the room a colour that is calming for you. 
Blues and yellows are believed to 
produce a calming effect. Greens and 
blues are great choices, but you wouldn't 
want to use red or orange — these 
colours are too stimulating and 
provocative.
Most interior decorators will advise you 
to avoid the overuse of bold colors, 

Sustainable and eco-
friendly decorating ideas 
for your home.
Upcycled furniture 
S c o u r  s e c o n d h a n d  
furniture markets for 
material to create fresh 
furniture for your home. 
Two bookshelves can be 
joined to make a table. 
Old wooden chairs and 
s h e l v e s  c a n  b e  
sandpapered and polished 
(or repainted) to look 
fresh.
Bottle vase showpiece 
C r e a t e  a  u n i q u e  
centrepiece for the living 
room without spending 
thousands of rupees. 
Collect old glass bottles 
in different colours, 
shapes and sizes. Place 
them together on a wooden tray. Fill some 
of them with flowers, dried leaves and 
potpourri.
Plant screen 
Want your bedroom to have an open view 
and still maintain your privacy? Place 
potted plants by the window to create a 
natural screen from prying eyes. The pure 
air filtration that the plants provide is an 
added bonus.
Wine cork trivet 
With a little inventiveness, you can use 
corks of wine bottles to make a trivet. A 
trivet is an object placed between a serving 
bowl and a dining table to protect the 
tabletop from heat or water damage. To 
make one, collect 50 to 60 wine corks and 

arrange them upright in a circle. Buy a 
medium-sized metal clamp from a hardware 
store and bind the corks tight to make an 
ecofriendly trivet!
Glam bathroom 
You've picked the most gorgeous 
combination of tiles for the bathroom, then 
why settle for harsh fluorescent lights? Rig 
up an old chandelier from a used furniture 
market and light it up with energy-efficient 
LED bulbs that give off a warm glow.
Quilt of scarves 
Don't reject old woollen scarves after 
they've been worn out. Line up a few that 
have identical colours or patterns and stitch 
them together by hand to make a scarf quilt 
for wintry nights.

Decorate your 
The practice of  
meditation is the practice 
of  controlling ones 
thoughts and learning to 
focus your thoughts is 
the key for meditation.

Themes for a Dream 

Room

Meditation 
however if a certain color resonates 
positively with you, then do not 
hesitate to defy convention and use as 
much of it as you like. Not all 
traditional decorating advice applies 
when you are designing a meditation 
room. Keep your desired room theme 
in mind and go with your instincts. 
Any kind of wall decorations or 
borders that will draw your attention 
away from your meditation should be 
removed.
Lighting
Use lighting that relaxes you. 
Fluorescent lights have been proven 
to cause anxiety and fatigue in many 
people, so avoid them. Natural light 
works well, or you can use candles to 
create soft light.
No clutter
Keep it simple. Don't clutter up your 
space. Decorating any room is always 
the fun part, but you don't want to go 
overboard with accessories in your 
meditation room. You should only 
surround yourself with beautiful and 
meaningful items, not clutter that will 
ultimately distract you from why 
you're there. Your room should 
include only those things that relax 
you. Candles, plants and fountains are 

popular in meditation rooms. You 
may also want a CD player to play 
meditative music during your 
meditations.
Comfortable seating
Include comfortable seating. If you 
spend most of your time on the floor, 
make sure you have plenty of comfy 
cushions or a mat that can support 
your stance. If you sit or kneel, make 
sure you have the right bench or chair 
to use. You can meditate in peace only 
if you are physically comfortable. 
Meditation chairs are made for 
ultimate comfort, but some prefer the 
simplicity of a mat. If you have a 
serene atmosphere and a comfy 
seating place, your meditation 
sessions will be more effective.
Paint and air quality
If you are concerned about the purity 
of the air in your meditation room, 
please consider using low-emission 
paints so as to minimize the presence 
of chemical fumes. Low emission 
paints reduce this effect dramatically. 
If you intend to use any high-gloss 
paints in your meditation room, make 
sure you select a water-based variety. 
Oil-based high gloss paints look great, 
but they take days to dry properly and 
they can smell for weeks afterwards.
Dream board
You may also want to include a dream 
board that you've created. This is a 
large piece of paper or poster board 
filled with images that remind you of 
your goals and deepest desires. It's 
believed that if you meditate on these 
things and envision them in your life, 
they will come to you.
Burn incense
Scents play a big role in meditation. 
Smelling certain scents induce 
calming and relaxation and even lift 
stress. Smelling scents are also 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  m e m o r y  
enhancement. An important fact 
about scents, if you can't identify the 
ingredients in incense, then you do not 
want to purchase them. Also, your 
smoke should never be black, it 
should always be white. Sandalwood 
is the number one scent used by 
Buddhists; the aroma is warm, thick 
and rich, very nectarous and has slight 
undertones of wood, almost like good 
aged red wine. More common scents 
like Lavender help you relax and 
distress your mind and body. Violet or 
jasmine is very good as well, but they 
are sleep inducing, and you don't want 

Bedrooms

Meditation 

to fall asleep.
Finally, when it comes to decorating 
a meditation room in your home, 
follow your personal style and tastes 
to create a relaxing atmosphere in 
which you feel comfortable.

Themed bedrooms are getting increasing popular
Themes are no longer restricted to just styling up 
an individual, but have become an intrinsic part of 
many homes. Creating interiors on a theme that 
reflects one's lifestyle and taste is becoming 
increasing popular with people getting more and 
more involved in home decor.

In fact, one of the most popular trends in home 
decor today is 'theme bedrooms'. You can design a 

'zen' bedroom, or a classical or retro bedroom - the 
options are plenty; all that is required is your 
imagination and creativity. Says interior designer 
Shilpi Dokahia, "Themed rooms have existed for 
quite sometime now. However, they have become 
extremely popular of late, as people are becoming 
more lifestyle and fashion conscious. Just like they 
know what to wear to work, to sleep, to party, they 
know how to decorate their personal spaces. They 

no longer believe in living only for others, and have 
started living according to their taste and 
preferences."

Agrees interior designer Mallika Thakker, 
"Creating a theme bedroom allows you to make your 
own dream zone to escape into. It creates a different 
destination, and gives us a break from the everyday 
mundane world that we live in. One can extend their 
imagination and creativity to no limit to personalise 
their bedroom. It is the room, where one spends a lot 
of time in, and the surroundings contribute a lot to the 
comfort."Just like changing fashion, people are more 
clued into changing interior trends too. They know 
that interior is bold or subtle, ethnic or contemporary, 
theatrical or classy, Mediterranean or South African, 
colour coordinated or contrasted and so on. So is the 
awareness that the moment you enter a house, it 
shouts out a specific theme, either through the wall 
colours or wallpapers, or through the accessories like 
the lamp shades, upholstery, cushion covers and 
carpets too. Interior designer Akshika Luthra 
Hemnani attributes this to the excessive travelling 
that people do these days. "The world is becoming 
smaller and smaller, and so people are getting 
exposed to a lot new styles and themes. They are 
exposed to varied eye-catching home decors at the 
places they travel to, and want to replicate this in their 
own space, especially the bedroom, which is an 
intimate place."

The Zen theme, Retro theme, Moroccan theme, the 
evergreen Classical and Earthy themes are few of the 
most popular themes today. In fact, rather than doing 
up the entire room on a theme, people are using 
accessories to create theme look. Explains interior 
designer Bindiya Chabbria, "Interiors has now 
become subjective. 

It's got to do a lot with your own taste and so 
emphasising on accessories for a theme is the best 
option. Not only is it easy to create a theme for your 
room using accessories, it can be changed from time 
to time making it affordable and cost effective. So, 
using cushions, carpets, curtains and even 
upholstery, you can give a different look to your 
room."

Eco-chic decor on a budgetEco-chic decor on a budget
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Coffee Table is 

that special area 

in your house 

where you love to 

enjoy your coffee 

in luxury or 

browse through a 

book at any time 

of the day.

People are styling their coffee tables in 
variety of ways and making them attractive as 
ever. While books is one of the most common 
things to decorate the table with, here we give 
you some ideas on how you can make this 
area and the coffee table lively and attractive: 
1) Candlestands and a tray
 The market is going crazy with candles and 
stands to keep them and so decorating your 

table with a beautiful candlestand, which 
can be lit in the evening will bring joy. A tray 
should be nice to decorate with flowers or 
artefacts. 
2) Your choice of drinks and bar 
You can easily put a tray if the table is small 
and if it is big, you can make a mini bar area 
on the table. The tray can have your list of 
favourite liquor and a pair of glasses, opener 
and ice tub, so you are ready to party. 
3) Coffee Table books 
A coffee table is incomplete without books 
and that's why you have coffee table books 
for this purpose. While you can easily put 
them neatly in an orderly manner on the 
table, you can also display some of your 
favourite books in such a way, that they 
reflect your choice and gives a reason to 
converse with your guests. 
4) Small boxes
 Small decorative boxes that can have your 
remote control, emergency kits, pair of 
spectacles, pen and paper, napkins, coasters 
can be kept in them. This will help not keep 
these things outside just anywhere in your 

room. 
5) Flower vases

 Flower vases are to be 
chosen according to the size of the 

room. Not too big or not too small. If possible 
fresh flowers add to the fragrance of the room, 
but if not possible arrange for a few artificial 
flowers which come in huge variety these days. 
6) Two coffee tables 
When the room is big, you can add one more 
coffee table and use that one for putting 
artefacts or relaxing your legs. 
7) Round tray on a rectangle table
 This will look ideal when the table is small and 
you want to decorate it with a tray and some 
interesting things on it. 
8) Personal style statement
 The table can also have a box that keeps your 
painting brushes or choice of pens which you 
require to write when you sit down near it. You 
can also keep your favourite piece of artificial 
jewellery or any handicraft piece that you just 
bought. 
9) Table cloth Table cloth is not just meant for 
the table. If you come across a nice earthy 
coloured cloth, which will add style, then it is 
ideal investing in one. 

It is not about spending a 
leisure holiday in Thailand 
now! While people discuss 
adventure and beauty of 

Thailand, they are also now 
going there to buy home decor 

and furniture. Bangkok has 
become popular for its Rattan 

furniture and you find designer 
homes housing a lot of this 

Rattan furniture from Thailand.

Rattan is a palm and grows in the tropical regions of 
Asia, Africa and Australia. Rattans are used for 
making furniture and baskets. It can accept paint and 
stains and so it is available in many styles and can be 
moulded into a variety of styles. More durable than 
bamboo, and suitable in garden environment, people 
in India purchase the furniture mainly for rooftop 
gardens and their drawing rooms. Rattan is also used 
for sofas, minibars, chairs, cupboards and more.

In addition, Thailand is also popular for 
transformation of natural materials such as bamboo, 
rattan, para wood, teakwood, leather and water 
hyacinth into fabulous and functional contemporary 
pieces. Crafactor and Yothaka are the two leading 
brands that set the trend for both materials and 
designs each year. Agal decor, Korakot 
International, Papaya Vintage shop and Yothaka are 
also some of the important places for buying 
furniture in Thailand.

Purple is considered to be the current colour of the season. 
There are so many ways you can add a hint of this hue to 
your room.
Living area: You can have curtains in light or dark purple. 
However, you can also pair white curtains along with 
purple upholstery. A combination of purple, pink and white 
floral designs look great.
Bedroom: Your bedsheet or bedcover can be in purple or 
mauve. Alternatively, you can also have a purple wallpaper 
in your bedroom to make the whole room look soothing.
Dining area: You can have a table runner in purple or 
possibly also have seating in the dining room in shades of 
purple.
Tips —
- Purple looks best when combined with patterns in white.
- Make sure that you do not overdo with the whole purple 
look.
- While choosing a shade of purple, always go with a 
milder hue. This way you won't go wrong with the colour.
Other colours you can choose — - Pink is another colour 
that looks good as a colour option just as purple. - If you do 
not want bright shades, you can alternatively select a 
sombre shade of green as well.

How rattan 

furniture from 

Thailand is 

making waves

How will you style your 

Coffee table?Coffee table?

Wealth with vastu

10 tips to attract 

Ever imagine living in a world which is not 
materialistic? Well, had that been true it would've 
been the ideal place to live in, but sadly money does 
form a very important part of our lives and if you are 
struggling to hold onto it, then you ought to read 

through these amazing Mahavastu tips to increase your 
wealth, shared by Vastu guru Khushdeep Bansal. 
1. Five elements or Panchtattva and the 16 Mahavastu 
zones determine how you think, react.
2. Vastu-perfect homes attract wealth.
3. In the north vastu zone, ensure that blue is the main 
colour; avoid red shade, designating space for kitchen 
and toilet. Also, don't place a dustbin, broom, washing 
machine, mixer-grinder here. The kitchen represents fire 
and with wrong placements, you'll end up diluting 
money, opportunities and career.
4. Keep a money plant in a green vase, or hang a scenery 
showing a lush field or thick forest in north zone. These 
will attract money and better career opportunities.
5. The north west vastu zone is the one which gets you 
support (financial) of banks and relevant persons in your 
ventures
6. A beautiful entrance brings happiness and prosperity, 
and helps in appreciation of an individual's value in the 
society. If it is a sloppy and unkempt one, troubles will 
hound you.
For instance, the south-west door will bring in debts, 
loans and financial problems. A north vastu entrance 

How to decorate your 

To add some colour to 

your house, there is 

nothing better than a 

touch of purple to make 

your abode look brighter. 

Here's how...

brings good career opportunities and money. The east 
vastu entrance brings peace. The west entrance brings 
in wealth and prosperity. The south entrance is also a 
beneficial one.
7. Keep the kitchen in the south east or south south-
east. The main colour should be pastel shades of red, 
orange and pink. Keep the safe, work table, drawing 
room in the northern areas for a healthy money flow.
8. In the West, the main colours are white and yellow. 
This is another location for the safe. Use round shapes 
as these represent the earth element here. The west 
south-west is the zone of savings. Keep this clean and 
use as a place for studies. Keep money and valuables 
in an iron safe in this area— this will ensure your 
wealth remains safe.
9. Overall, see if there is a harmonious and balanced 
energy cycle in your house.
10. Get your house thoroughly checked using the 4-
Step Mahavastu method. Discover which areas have 
an imbalance and whether zones are cut, extended or 
missing. These areas can be
treated with simple vastu cures using colours, lights, 
symbols, rangoli and plants.

house with 
purple
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New Delhi.(Agency) introduced to ensure domestic on diesel to Rs 16.5 per litre.
The notification by the Ministry of  The Centre has revised export levies on availability of petroleum products by 

Finance stated that the entry of Rs 3 per petrol, diesel and aviation turbine fuel discouraging exports in the backdrop 
litre shall be substituted for petrol (ATF) for the fortnight beginning on of the West Asia crisis. 

The last revision came into effect on May exports, while diesel has been revised June  1 ,  2026 .  However,  the  
to Rs 16.5 per litre. It further clarified government has left excise 
that the road and infrastructure cess duty rates on petrol and 
has been reduced to zero on petrol diesel sold in the domestic 
and diesel exports. Notably, the market unchanged.The duty 
domestic fuel tax rates remained has been set at Rs 1.5 per litre 
unchanged.Earlier, export duty on on petrol exports, Rs 13.5 per 
diesel was revised multiple times. It litre on diesel exports and Rs 
was first set at Rs 21.50 per litre on 9.5 per litre on ATF exports, 
March 26, then raised to Rs 55.5 per as per an official notification, 
litre on April 11. Later, it was cut to IANS reported. According to 
Rs 23 per litre on April 30, and has the notification, the revised 
now been further reduced to Rs 16.5 rates have been prescribed 
per litre.The ATF followed a similar based on the  average 
pattern. The duty was first Rs 29.5 international prices of crude 16, 2026.On May 16, the government 

per litre, then increased to Rs 42 per oil, petrol, diesel and ATF prevailing revised export taxes on petroleum 
litre. It was later reduced to Rs 33 per during the period since the last products, imposing a special additional 
litre and has now been brought down to review.Export leviesEarlier, on March excise duty (SAED) of Rs 3 per litre on 
Rs 16 per litre.27, 2026, the export levies were petrol exports while reducing the duty 

RBI rate decision and US-Iran tensions set 
to keep markets on edge next week

Indians are buying homes with 
money they haven't earned yet

India reduces diesel and ATF export 
duties, keeps domestic taxes unchanged

New Delhi.(Agency)
The government has updated several rules around 

when you need to quote your PAN card. Some 
transactions have gotten simpler — you no 
longer need to share your PAN for smaller 
dealings. But for high-value financial activity, 
the rules have gotten stricter. Cash deposits 
below revised limits — The earlier rule required 
PAN details for any cash deposit above Rs 50,000 
in a single day. That threshold has now been 
eased for smaller deposits, reducing the 
paperwork burden for routine banking.Vehicle 
purchases — You no longer need to furnish PAN 
for every vehicle purchase. The requirement now 
kicks in only when the vehicle costs more than Rs 
5 lakh.Bank drafts and pay orders — The rules 
around quoting PAN for cash payments toward 
bank drafts, pay orders, and banker's cheques 
have been loosened. That said, authorities will 
still keep an eye on cumulative transactions 
through the year.

Property transactions — The threshold for 
mandatory PAN submission in property deals has 
been doubled. PAN is now required only when 
the transaction value crosses Rs 20 lakh, up from 
the earlier Rs 10 lakh limit.Hotel, restaurant, and 
event payments — For cash payments at hotels, 
restaurants, banquet halls, and event venues, 
PAN is now needed only if the amount exceeds 
Rs 1 lakh. The earlier cutoff was Rs 
50,000.Where PAN remains compulsory

Large cash deposits and withdrawals — If your 
total cash deposits or withdrawals in a financial 
year cross Rs 10 lakh, PAN is still required. The 
focus has shifted from single-day transactions to 
annual totals.

Insurance policy purchases — PAN is now 
mandatory for buying any insurance policy, 
regardless of the premium amount. This is a 
tightening of the earlier rule, which only applied 
to higher-value premiums.High-value property 
deals — For property transactions above Rs 45 
lakh, PAN is non-negotiable. The scope for using 
alternative declarations in such cases has also 
been narrowed.Foreign travel and currency — 
Cash payments above Rs 50,000 for foreign 
travel packages or foreign currency purchases in 
a single transaction will continue to require 
PAN.Fixed deposits and time deposits — Banks, 
post offices, NBFCs, and other financial 
institutions will ask for PAN if a deposit exceeds 
Rs 50,000 at one time or crosses Rs 5 lakh over 
the course of a financial year.

Mutual funds, bonds, and debentures — 
Investments of more than Rs 50,000 in mutual 
funds, bonds, or debentures still require PAN 
details, and that has not changed.

PAN card rules have 
changed in 2026: Here is 
what you need to know

June 3 to June 5, 2026. The six-member of the deal. The White House, however, New Delhi.(Agency)
panel, led by Governor Sanjay pushed back on similar claims earlier in   Indian stock markets took a sharp hit on 
Malhotra, will take up interest rates, the week, calling them a fabrication. Friday, with a heavy selloff in the last 
inflation, liquidity, and the broader Markets are watching this closely given hour of trading wiping out most of the 

how quickly the situation can day's cautious stability. Investors chose 
shift.Crude oil prices fell sharply on to step back ahead of several big 
Friday, dropping more than 2 developments expected to shape market 
percent to hit their lowest level in direction next week.The Sensex 
six weeks. The decline came on dropped 1,092 points or 1.44 percent to 
hopes of a ceasefire involving the close at 74,775.74. The Nifty fell 359 
US, Israel, and Iran. For India, points or 1.50 percent to settle at 
which imports a large share of its oil 23,547.75. At its lowest point during the 
needs, lower crude prices are a session, the Nifty touched 23,485 
meaningful positive — they ease before recovering slightly into the 
the import bill, reduce pressure on close.For most of Friday, markets 
the rupee, and help keep inflation in moved within a tight range. Investors 
check.were sitting on the fence, uncertain 

growth outlook. Whatever the What to watchabout how talks between the United 
committee decides — or signals — is States and Iran might play out. That The coming week brings a packed likely to set the tone for markets in the caution turned into active selling calendar. The RBI policy decision, any days that follow.On the global side, the toward the end of the day, and the fresh developments on the US-Iran US-Iran situation remains fluid. Iranian decline spread across sectors rather front, crude oil price movements, and state media reported that a proposed than being limited to one or two the behaviour of foreign institutional agreement between the two countries areas.What markets will be watching investors will all be closely tracked. includes the release of USD 12 billion next wee Together, these factors are likely to in frozen Iranian assets. The report cited 

determine whether markets find a floor The Reserve Bank of India's Monetary what it described as an unofficial draft 
or face further pressure.Policy Committee meeting runs from 

New Delhi,.(Agency)

Switching jobs or stepping away from work entirely 
comes with a fair amount of paperwork. If you have 
been contributing to the Employees' Pension 
Scheme, one form worth understanding before you 
move on is Form 10C.Form 10C is the document 
EPFO members use to claim benefits under the 
Employees' Pension Scheme after leaving a job. It 
serves two distinct purposes depending on where 
you are in your career — you can either use it to pull 
out the pension amount sitting in your EPS account, 
or you can use it to get a Scheme Certificate that 
keeps your pension benefits alive for future 
employment.Two situations where it comes into 
playThe first is a straightforward withdrawal. If you 
are leaving a job before completing 10 years of 
pensionable service and do not plan to return to an 
EPF-covered organisation, you can apply to 
withdraw whatever has accumulated in your EPS 
account.The second option is the Scheme 
Certificate route. If you are moving to another job in 
the organised sector and want to carry your 
pensionable service forward rather than cash it out, 
this certificate protects that history and keeps your 
future pension eligibility intact.

Who can apply
You are eligible to file Form 10C if you left your job 

before hitting the 10-year service mark, if you 
turned 58 without completing 10 years of 
pensionable service, if you are changing jobs and 
want to safeguard your pension record through a 
Scheme Certificate, or if you are a nominee or legal 
heir claiming EPS benefits following the death of a 
member.One important point — if you have already 
completed 10 or more years of pensionable service, 
withdrawal is not an option. You can only get a 
Scheme Certificate and will become eligible for a 
monthly pension once you reach retirement age.

New Delhi.(Agency) 
 Insurance giant LIC is actively considering 

establishing a fintech arm either through strategic 
investment or organic way to cater to its growing 
digital needs, CEO and MD R Doraiswamy said.

"Naturally, to meet the modernisation requirement and 
particularly to bring innovation, we are engaging 
both fintech and insurtech players and we are getting 
a lot of new things being developed by such players," 
Doraiswamy told PTI in an interview.On the other 
side, he said, "we are a big financial institution 
investing in multiple organisations and we also look 
at strategic investments in any specialised player as a 
way of improving the returns on the policyholders' 
funds." Talking about Life Insurance Corporation of 
India's IT journey, he said, it was one of the early 
adopters of digital technologies.We have built our 
own core competence in developing our business 
applications by building up a software development 
centre. We have sizable number of people working in 
our IT department creating the IT solutions for us but 
that does not mean that we can be totally self-
dependent. We engage a lot of IT service providers 
for the new infrastructure and platforms," he 
said.Doraiswamy, who had spearheaded the 
modernization of IT infrastructure and Business 
Applications of LIC's Individual Business as 
Executive Director, said, the Corporation need to 
have both its own core development teams as well as 
the support of IT players."So, both go hand in 
hand...we are engaging the fintech players but 
whether it can be a strategic partner, we are looking 
at various options available and we may be coming 
up with something...our first aim is to modernize our 
IT applications and become as agile and nimble-
footed as possible to remain relevant in the 
competition," he said.LIC is currently evaluating 
value proposition of various options on the table, he 
added.Asked if LIC is prepared for further dilution 
of stake by the Centre, Doraiswamy said, "We have 
been prepared right from day one. When we started 
preparing for the IPO, we were prepared for this kind 
of subsequent actions as well. So the call is taken by 
the government.

Govt revises fuel export levies for fortnight beginning June 1; 
no impact on domestic petrol, diesel rates - Check

Leaving your job? Here is 
what form 10C does and 
when you need it

The government has cut export 
duties on petrol, diesel and aviation 
turbine fuel for the fortnight from 
June 1. The move follows its price-
linked review mechanism, while 
domestic fuel excise and retail 
rates remain unchanged.

of Rs 13.5 per litre. ATF exports will 
continue to attract only the SAED 
component at Rs 9.5 per litre.The latest 
revision marks a significant reduction 
from the rates announced on May 16. At 
that time, the government had raised the 
export duty on petrol to Rs 3 per litre 
while reducing duties on diesel and 
aviation fuel to Rs 16.5 per litre and Rs 16 
per litre, respectively.

Officials said the fortnightly revisions are 
based on average international prices of 
crude oil, petrol, diesel and ATF recorded 
since the previous review period. The New Delhi.(Agency) 
mechanism is intended to allow the The government has reduced export duties 
government to respond quickly to on petrol, diesel and aviation turbine fuel rates will come into effect from June 1 Asia. The move was aimed at ensuring 
fluctuations in global energy markets (ATF) for the fortnight beginning June 1, and remain applicable for the next adequate domestic availability of 
while balancing domestic supply 2026, as part of its periodic review of fortnight. The government reviews these petroleum products by discouraging 
requirements.levies imposed on petroleum product duties every two weeks based on excessive exports during a period of 

The government also clarified that there is exports.According to a notification issued prevailing international prices of crude heightened uncertainty in global energy 
no change in the existing excise duty rates by the government on Saturday, the oil and refined petroleum products.The markets.
applicable to petrol and diesel sold in the export duty on petrol has been cut to Rs export levies, comprising the Special THE REVISED STRUCTURE
domestic market. As a result, consumers 1.5 per litre, while the duty on diesel has Additional Excise Duty (SAED) and the Under the revised structure, petrol exports 
are unlikely to see any immediate impact been reduced to Rs 13.5 per litre. Export Road and Infrastructure Cess (RIC), were will attract only a Special Additional 
on retail fuel prices from the latest duty on aviation turbine fuel has also been introduced on March 27, 2026, amid Excise Duty of Rs 1.5 per litre, while 
revision in export duties.lowered to Rs 9.5 per litre.The revised escalating geopolitical tensions in West diesel exports will be subject to an SAED 

Resilient India faces 
headwinds from Wasia, 
weak monsoon outlook: 
Finance Ministry

            

LIC plans foray in fintech 
space, strategic investment 
also on table: CEO

BENGALURU .(Agency)
 India's economy remains resilient despite escalating 

global uncertainties triggered by the conflict in West 
Asia, but rising energy prices, a weakening rupee, 
mounting inflationary pressures and the prospect of 
a below-normal monsoon pose significant risks to 
growth and price stability, the Finance Ministry said 
in its Monthly Economic Review (MER) for May 
2026.The ministry said the near-term outlook for the 
economy is one of cautious resilience, with domestic 
fundamentals  remaining broadly intact .  
Manufacturing and services activity continues to 
expand, the labour market remains stable and the 
country’s foreign exchange reserves provide a 
substantial buffer against external shocks.

However, it cautioned that the global environment has 
become materially more challenging since the 
outbreak of the West Asia conflict, with elevated 
crude oil prices, tighter financial conditions and 
slowing growth across major economies creating 
headwinds that India cannot fully escape.“The near-
term outlook for the Indian economy is one of 
cautious resilience,” the report said, while warning 
that forecasts of a below-normal monsoon and a 
likely moderation in economic activity could weigh 
on consumption demand in the months ahead.The 
review noted that the conflict has disrupted energy 
markets, trade routes and supply chains, reviving 
inflationary pressures globally. Brent crude 
averaged $120.4 per barrel in April before easing to 
$108.3 in May, while supply-chain disruptions 
intensified.

As home prices race ahead of incomes, 
more Indians are stretching EMIs into 
retirement, cutting savings and relying on 
decades of future earnings to keep the 
dream of homeownership alive. This is the 
story of how India's housing dream is 
increasingly being financed by tomorrow's 
income.

they can borrow. The answer often decisions of their lives.Abhishek Kumar, 
determines not just the home they buy, Sebi-registered investment adviser and 
but how much of the next 20 to 30 years founder of Sahaj Money, says many 
of their income is already committed.As buyers confuse what a bank is willing to 
property prices continue to rise faster lend with what they can comfortably 
than incomes in many urban centres, afford."The most common mistake is 
homeownership is increasingly being confusing maximum bank loan eligibility 
supported by longer loan tenures, larger with true personal affordability," he 
mortgages, dual-income households says."Buyers often look only at the basic 
and future earnings that have not yet EMI while completely ignoring 
been made.The result is a growing maintenance costs, property taxes, Pandey, Founder of AARE Consulting.
concern among economists, personal registration expenses and the impact of ", a large number of buyers begin the 
finance experts and real estate future interest-rate hikes.”process by asking lenders what their 
professionals: Are Indians buying WHY 30-YEAR HOME LOANS ARE maximum eligible loan amount is and 

New Delhi,.(Agency) homes with money they have, or with BECOMING NORMALthen searching for homes within that 
There was a time when buying a home money they hope to earn over the next The reason behind this shift is simple: financing capacity."Pandey says this 

came after years of saving. Families three decades? homes are becoming harder to afford.trend is particularly visible among first-
would build a down payment over time, F R O M  A F F O R D A B I L I T Y  T O  According to Dr Manoranjan Sharma, time homebuyers in cities such as 
buy within their means and take a home ELIGIBILITY Chief Economist at Infomerics Ratings, Mumbai, Delhi-NCR, Bengaluru and 
loan that could be comfortably repaid One of the clearest signs of the shift can be housing affordability in many Indian Hyderabad."The focus has moved from 
before retirement.Today, that journey is seen in how people shop for homes today. cities has deteriorated sharply.He points affordability-led buying to eligibility-led 
beginning to look very different. "A few years ago, buyers would typically out that price-to-income ratios in major buying," he says.That distinction may 

Across India's biggest cities, homebuyers choose  the  asse t ,  de termine  a  cities now range between 7 and 10, sound subtle, but financial advisers say it 
are increasingly starting their housing comfortable budget first and then seek compared to the globally accepted is reshaping how Indian households 
search not by deciding what they can financing accordingly," says Pratyush affordability benchmark of below 5.approach one of the biggest financial 
afford, but by asking banks how much 
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Frimpong and injury-hi striker Alexander fair."The person spoke on condition of BUDAPEST. (Agency)  
Isak, underwhelmed.The club also was anonymity because the club had already Liverpool fired manager Arne Slot on 
affected by the death of Portugal forward issued a public statement.The person said it Saturday following a troubled second 
Diogo Jota last summer. was increasingly inevitable that a change of season in charge, just a year after he won the 

coach was required and it Premier League title.Fenway Sports 
was better to act sooner to Group, the club's American ownership, 
a v o i d  d i s r u p t i n g  said it made a "difficult" decision after 
preparations for next Liverpool finished fifth and trophy-less in 
season.The process to a disappointing title defense.
assess Slot's replacement "We have collectively come to the 
has begun, with Liverpool conclusion that change is necessary in 
seeking a manager who order for the club to keep moving 
w i l l  p l a y  a  m o r e  forward," the ownership said in a 
"aggressive and urgent" statement. "Again, it must be stressed that 
style of soccer. Andoni this is not a decision which has been 
Iraola, the Spanish coach reached lightly, anything but."
who left Bournemouth at Slot replaced club icon Jurgen Klopp in the 
the end of this season, summer of 2024 and led Liverpool to a 
would fit that description record-tying 20th English league title.
and is the frontrunner to Liverpool spent an unprecedented $570 A person with knowledge of the situation told 

come in.Slot, 47, appears to have paid the million to strengthen the squad for his The Associated Press that the decision did 
price for failing to emulate a debut second season but most of the expensive "not sit easily" with Liverpool and "on a 
campaign that exceeded expectations.signings, including Florian Wirtz, Jeremie human level" did not "feel entirely 

danced to upbeat compas music while into — but she'll attend one of the watch MIAMI. (Agency)  
children kicked around soccer balls at the parties happening in Miami.Members of Miami's Haitian community 
small meet-and-greet.Many were in awe at She brought her son to Saturday's event so he pressed against a stage on a rainy Saturday 
seeing their country reach soccer's biggest could learn about Haiti and its tense history.to cheer on forward Duckens Nazon, 
stage again."At my age, I've listened and defender Martin Experience and other "To teach about the culture, to teach about 
read about Haiti being in the World Cup in members of the country's national soccer what it took for us to be in the World Cup. 

team ahead of a pair of friendly matches Now to make it, no words can describe 
next week.For a few hours, nothing else the feeling," Paul said."We are a people 
mattered for the soccer-loving people of the of resilience. It doesn't matter how many 
troubled Caribbean country, which is times we fall," she added. "We always get 
playing in the World Cup for the first time up. And that's my country."The euphoria 
in 52 years."We will show that we are of the historic moment — Haiti's only 
united, no matter what," Nazon said in other World Cup appearance was at the 
Creole, standing in front of a large Haitian 1974 tournament in West Germany — 
flag commemorating Haitian Heritage has been amid the backdrop of the 
Month, which is celebrated every May in violence, hunger and homelessness that 
the U.S."I want for this World Cup to be the the country is grappling with.Armed 
beginning of a new Haiti," he said. gangs control up to 90% of its capital, 

Port-au-Prince, where the team's home Since qualifying for the World Cup for only the 70s but never got a chance to see them 
stadium is located, forcing Haiti to play its the second time in the country's history, play," said 49-year-old Odeline Paul, who 
"home" World Cup qualifiers in the tiny players have vowed to represent hope and has lived in Miami since she was 13. "It is 
Dutch Caribbean island of Curaçao. And a joy for the nation, which has been beset by such an amazing event to be here, at least to 
U.S. visa for the squad's only Haiti-based crisis and instability.That pride was on meet them, and to bring my son to be in this 
player has yet to come through as the display Saturday at an art museum in North moment."Paul said she won't be able to 
administration of President Donald Trump Miami, which houses one of the largest attend any of Haiti's matches. Tickets are 
continues to expand travel restrictions from Haitian populations in the United States. too expensive for her to go in person — a 
countries including Haiti.Fans draped themselves in Haitian flags and dilemma that many soccer fans are running 

Miami's Haitian community celebrates the 
country's first World Cup berth in 52 years

CHENNAI. (Agency)  
When Virat Kohli finally broke down on the 

field after Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
won their maiden IPL title last year, the tears 
carried the weight of nearly two decades. 
For years, the trophy had been the missing 
piece in a relationship that had come to 
define the Indian Premier League. Kohli had 
scored the runs, broken the records, carried 
the expectations and remained fiercely loyal 
to a franchise that repeatedly promised 
much but fell short when it mattered 
most.The image of Kohli in tears quickly 
became one of the defining moments of the 
2025 IPL season because it represented far 
more than a title victory. It was relief. It was 
validation. It was the release of a burden that 
had followed both player and franchise for 
years. RCB's six-run victory over Punjab 
Kings finally ended the questions about 
whether Kohli would ever lift the IPL trophy 
in Bengaluru coloursTwelve months later, 
Kohli returns to an IPL final under very 
different circumstances. The trophy that 
once dominated every conversation around 
his IPL career is already in the cabinet. RCB 
is no longer chasing a breakthrough 
moment. They are chasing a second title in 
as many years.And yet, as Bengaluru 
prepares for another shot at history in 
Ahmedabad, there is something familiar 
about the moment. Kohli remains at the 
centre of it all. Not because he has 
unfinished business with the IPL, but 
because no player has come to represent a 
franchise quite the way he has represented 
RCB.

THE MAN WHO NEVER LEFT
The IPL has changed dramatically since it 

began in 2008. Teams have been dismantled 
and rebuilt, superstars have switched 
franchises, and entire dressing rooms have 
been transformed through auctions and 
trades. 

IST. Zverev is a heavy favorite to move 
forward, but De Jong is playing with great 
confidence and will look to cause a major 
upset on the clay.The biggest match of the 
day happens under the lights, starting not 
before 8:15 PM IST. Fresh off his stunning 
upset over Novak Djokovic, teen star and 
28th seed Joo Fonseca takes on 15th seed 
Casper Ruud. Ruud is a proven clay-court 
specialist and former finalist, but he faces 
a massive test against Fonseca's fearless, 
attacking game.Over on Court Suzanne-
Lenglen, the future of the women's game 
takes center stage as 8th seed Mirra 
Andreeva plays Jil Teichmann. That 
match is followed by a hard-hitting men’s 
battle between Czech youngster Jakub 

Paris. (Agency)  
Mens ik  and  11 th  seed  Andrey  

Day 8 of Roland Garros brings massive fourth- Rublev.Meanwhile, doubles play heats up 
round matches to Paris. Top seeds Alexander with world No. 3 Iga Swiatek facing a tough seed Elina Svitolina faces the experienced on Court Simonne-Mathieu. India's Yuki 
Zverev and Iga Swiatek look to dominate, challenge from 15th seed Marta Kostyuk. Belinda Bencic in a close battle of top-15 Bhambri partners with Alexander Panov to 
while teen star Joo Fonseca faces Casper Swiatek wants to control the clay, but players.The afternoon session ends with take on the 4th-seeded mixed doubles team 
Ruud under the lights.The action starts at Kostyuk’s aggressive play makes this an second seed Alexander Zverev facing Jesper of Desirae Krawczyk and Neal Skupski, 
2:30 PM IST on Court Philippe-Chatrier exciting opener. Next on the main court, 7th De Jong, scheduled for not before 3:30 PM aiming for a spot in the next round.

year suddenly becomes a tactical expert. He predicting the implications beyond this season, the city transforms into a football 
won’t know who’s top of La Liga, but he will World Cup.And once again, the people left carnival. Entire neighbourhoods split 
absolutely ask for the Argentina score, stay waiting are the fans.WHAT A WORLD themselves into Argentina and Brazil camps. 
up until 3:00 AM for a knockout match, and CUP MEANS TO INDIA Giant cut-outs of Messi, Neymar and 
debate Messi vs. Ronaldo over morning Cristiano Ronaldo appear on roadsides. Football fandom in India has always been a 
chai.In a cricket-obsessed nation, the World Local club rivalries are temporarily paused fascinating contradiction.The country has 
Cup is football’s reminder that India may not as supporters rally behind their adopted never played at a FIFA World Cup. The 
be part of the tournament, but it international teams.Then down in 
a b s o l u t e l y  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  Mallapuram, where Argentina 
audience.Which is  why the banners already line the roads.All of 
uncertainty surrounding the FIFA these examples are also reasons why 
World Cup 2026 broadcast rights the current situation feels so 
has felt so bizarre.And, for many strange.Because while fans are 
supporters, insulting.Not because preparing for the biggest World Cup 
Indian fans genuinely believe they in history, the business side of 
will be left without a broadcaster football has spent months arguing 
when the tournament kicks off on over who gets to show it.
June 11. Most understand that a deal THE NUMBERS WHICH STARTED New Delhi. (Agency)  
will eventually happen. In fact, THE WAR Not hope of watching India playing in the 
reports suggest Zee is now closing in The story gets way more frustrating the FIFA World Cup, that dream is sitting 
on an agreement worth around USD moment you follow the money.separately somewhere.The hope of India 
3 0 - 3 5  m i l l i o n ,  w i t h  a n  What should have been a normal enjoying the FIFA World Cup.For one 
announcement potentially arriving corporate paperwork exercise slowly month, the FIFA World Cup turns parts of domestic ecosystem remains terribly fragile 
within days.The frustration comes from turned into a massive, very public game of India into little pockets of the footballing along with the national team sitting miles 
something deeper. boardroom chicken. This mess left one of world. Streets fill with flags, jerseys to office away from football’s biggest stage.Yet every 

Football fans can see where this story is FIFA’s most obsessed markets completely after a messed up sleep schedules, everything four years, India behaves like a country that 
heading.They know that this whole chapter stranded without a confirmed broadcaster is granted.Even your uncle who hasn’t belongs at the tournament.Kolkata is perhaps 
will leave a mark. They have seen it all just days before the opening match.watched a single minute of club football all the most famous example. During World Cup 
before.Almost everyone has started 

Roland Garros Day 8 Order of  Play: Djoker-
slayer Fonseca back for 4th round and more

The FIFA World Cup is coming. India 
still doesn't know where to watch it

Arne Slot fired as Liverpool manager a year 
after winning Premier League title

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
 If you had ventured near the concrete colossus of 

the Narendra Modi Stadium on Saturday, you 
would have been forgiven for believing the first 
ball was mere minutes away. Long before the 
floodlights could whisper into the fading 
twilight, a restless sea of red had already 
swallowed the concourses.

The IPL 2026 final between Gujarat Titans and 
Royal Challengers Bengaluru will start at 7 pm. 
Star Sports will telecast the final while 
livestreaming will be on JioHotstar in 
India.The air carried a rhythmic, almost 
desperate incantation that rose above the hum 
of the highway: “RCB, RCB.” Beneath the 
scorching sun, vendors did not need to pitch 
their wares; only one currency mattered, and 
only one name was stitched across a thousand 
backs: Kohli, 18. Media crews hovered around 
the main gates like digital scavengers, hunting 
for the raw euphoria of fans who had arrived 
with nothing but a smartphone, a pocketful of 
hope, and a desperate prayer for a stray ticket.In 
November 2023, this very amphitheatre hosted 

a World Cup final between India and Australia. 
Yet, that historic afternoon felt strangely sterile 
by comparison. National pride is a duty; 
f ranchise  t r ibal ism,  i t  seems,  is  a  
romance.What lingered outside the gates was a 
profound sense of vindication. For nearly two 
decades, to wear this red jersey was to invite 
ridicule, enduring a cruel economy of internet 
memes as the league's tragic, brittle romantics. 
Last year's triumph broke that curse, proving 
that while global popularity is an intoxicating 
drug, it cannot buy the cold, heavy metal of 
silverware.But if 2025 was about relief, 2026 is 
about a coup. The hundreds who painted 
Ahmedabad red are no longer content with a 
solitary miracle; they are here to witness an era-
defining sequel. They have returned to 
permanently rewrite their historical DNA, 
demanding a permanent seat at the high table of 
the IPL’s true aristocracy alongside Chennai 
and Mumbai.THE CALM WITHIN THE 
STORMWhile the tarmac outside throbbed 
with impatient energy, the atmosphere inside 
the press briefing room felt strangely detached 
from the looming hysteria.

IPL final RCB vs GT preview: 
Bengaluru chase era-defining 

sequel in Ahmedabad

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
The cricketing world is talking about Vaibhav 

Sooryavanshi. The teenage sensation's six-
hitting prowess has been relentlessly 
knocking on the doors of the Indian selectors, 
at this point, it is no longer a knock but a 
forceful push toward a historic India call-up.

Amid the growing clamour around the 
Rajasthan Royals star, Sachin Tendulkar 
offered a timeless piece of advice for the 
youngster as he continues his meteoric rise 
through the ranks. The cricket legend shared 
his thoughts after Sooryavanshi's record-
breaking IPL 2026 campaign, which has 
propelled the Rajasthan Royals youngster 
into national-team conversations."I would 
tell him just be himself. There is always a first 
time, and in Test cricket, along with age, he 
will learn how to deal with various 
challenges,” said Tendulkar at the 
ESPNcricinfo honours. “He looks like a 
player who is very confident and very sure of 
what he wants to do. I wouldn't want to play 
around with his natural instincts because the 
way he sees the ball and the way he responds 
to that is special. If that signal is interrupted 
by putting a lot of hurdles in between and 
telling him multiple things, that's where the 
real challenge would be."The 15-year-old's 
extraordinary season, highlighted by 776 
runs and a string of breathtaking six-hitting 
displays, has made him one of the most 

talked-about young cricketers in the country 
and earned him a place in the India A squad 
for the upcoming tri-series in Sri Lanka.

Tendulkar further emphasized that the 
youngster should be allowed to express 
himself freely at the crease while developing 
other aspects of his game over time.

“I would give him the freedom to go out and bat 
the way he does. Yes, along with time, he will 
learn to deal with other things and other 
challenges of the game,” he added.“I'm not a 
selector, but not just me, everyone would 
want to see him at some stage. I don't know 
when that is going to happen, but an exciting 
talent needs encouragement. 

An IPL champion 
already, Virat Kohli 
remains the soul of  
RCB's title defence

Sachin Tendulkar's timeless 
advice for rising star 

Sooryavanshi after defeat vs GT

ZDay 8 of Roland Garros 
brings massive fourth-round 
matches to Paris. Top seeds 
Alexander Zverev and Iga 
Swiatek look to dominate, 

while teen star João 
Fonseca faces Casper Ruud 

under the lights.

Every four years, the FIFA World 
Cup turns India into a football-
crazy nation, regardless of 
whether the national team is 
playing. Yet with kickoff around 
the corner, millions of fans found 
themselves waiting not for 
fixtures, but for a broadcaster.
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been rapidly developing its military in systems as well as cyber and space SINGAPORE. (Agency) 
recent years. defence, he said."Japan's past as a   Japan's defence minister took a veiled 

peace-loving nation has been valued A diplomatic spat between the Asian swipe at China on Sunday, pledging to 
by the region and by international rivals has been rumbling since keep strengthening the military despite 
community. This fact will not be Takaichi suggested in November that Beijing's criticism of Tokyo's 
shaken by false claims, because it is a increasingly muscular security stance.
fact," he said.In a meeting with his Under Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi, 
Philippine counterpart Gilberto Japan has quickened its pivot towards 
Teodoro, the two countries confirmed a more proactive defence policy, 
that Japan would aim to transfer further shaking off -- with US 
Abukuma-class destroyers and TC-90 encouragement -- its pacifist outlook 
aircraft to the Southeast Asian nation in place since the end of World War II.
during Japan's fiscal year 2027, a The change has drawn frequent rebukes 
Philippine statement said.Manila has from Beijing, which has accused 
been eyeing the Abukuma-class Tokyo of following a reckless policy 
vessels -- which are being retired by of "new militarism" that could 
Japan -- for some time, with the Japan might intervene militarily if destabilise the region.Japanese 
military sending a contingent to China were to attempt to seize Taiwan, Defence Minister Shinjiro Koizumi hit 
examine them in 2025.The countries the self-ruled island that Beijing back on Sunday, saying "nothing could 
have been deepening defence ties in claims is part of its territory.Koizumi be further from the truth"."Think about 
the shadow of China's naval ambitions, said that China was expanding its it. There is a country that has a huge 
announcing that they will discuss mili tary capabil i t ies "without arsenal of nuclear weapons and 
intelligence sharing and open sufficient transparency" and that its strategic bombers," Koizumi said at 
maritime border talks condemned by military activities were "a matter of the annual Shangri-La Dialogue in 
Beijing as an "illegal" violation of its serious concern for Japan".Tokyo Singapore."Japan has neither of such 
expansive territorial claims.The would "steadily build up its defence weapons. And yet, Japan is labelled 
Shangri-La Dialogue is Asia's top capabilities and make continuous (as) 'new militarism'. Isn't it strange?" 
defence forum, bringing together updates with a high degree of he said, without mentioning China by 
security officials and experts from transparency", including in the fields name.China is thought to possess 
about 45 countries.of artificial intelligence, uncrewed hundreds of nuclear warheads and has 

NEWS BOX

Russia says Ukrainian drone hit Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear plant, Kyiv denies claim

Japan defence chief takes 
swipe at China at security meet

Indian-origin Disney 
manager Jugal Daterao gets 
2.5-year jail term in Russia 
over drug case

US says it struck a 
commercial ship trying to 

breach blockade and reach 
WASHINGTON. (Agency) 

The U.S. military stopped a merchant vessel trying to 
break through its blockade of Iranian ports by firing a 
missile into its engine room, the U.S. Central 
Command said on Saturday.The Gambia-flagged 
cargo ship Lian Star ignored more than 20 warnings 
from U.S. forces overnight as it tried to enter an 
Iranian port, the military said. The ship remained 
adrift in the Gulf of Oman and U.S. forces have not 
boarded it, said a U.S. official with knowledge of the 
situation, speaking on condition of anonymity to 
discuss military operations.With the latest action, U.S. 
military has stopped six ships trying to breach the 
blockade. One was allowed to proceed. Another 116 
ships have been redirected, the military said.The U.S. 
launched the blockade on April 17 in response to Iran 
effectively closing the strait after the war in the 
Middle East began with U.S. and Israeli strikes on Feb. 
28. A fragile ceasefire has held since April 7. Now the 
region awaits word on whether a deal can be reached 
to extend it by 60 days while talks would be held on 
Iran’s disputed nuclear program.Events in the Strait of 
Hormuz, a key waterway between Iran and Oman, 
have shaken the global economy. Shipments of 
significant amounts of oil, natural gas and related 
supplies like fertilizer are largely stranded, increasing 
the strain on consumers and food producers.The U.S. 
blockade seeks to limit Iran’s own shipments and 
further weaken its access to cash, creating more pain 
for its long-weakened economy.U.S. President 
Donald Trump met with advisers on Friday but has yet 
to decide on whether to move ahead with a deal to 
extend the ceasefire and reopen the strait. Iran has said 
the deal had not been finalized.Commercial traffic has 
quietly continued to flow through the strait, despite 
Iran's assertions that it must approve any transits, 
though at a much lower volume than before the war.

“Any violation of these regulations will place the 
security of their passage at serious risk,” Iran's joint 
military command said Saturday in a statement 
carried by state TV, warning that any military vessels 
trying to interfere with that would be targeted.Iran has 
even charged tolls for transit as high as $2 million, 
which experts have called a violation of a principle of 
international maritime trade: freedom of peaceful 
navigation.Qatar's deputy prime minister, Sheikh 
Saoud bin Abdulrahman bin Hassan bin Ali Al Thani, 
said on Saturday said that the Gulf nation opposes 
charging fees to transit, “but for certain times when 
they say they are going to use it for mine clearing or 
some usage of the fees for a temporary time, this is 
something that is negotiable, and it could be 
something that will help the transit of the Strait of 
Hormuz to be back to normal stage.”

Trump asked for tougher 
terms in proposed Iran war 
deal: US media

World. (Agency) 
A large meteor streaked through the sky of 

Massachusetts, US, on Saturday and exploded with 
the energy of roughly 300 tonnes of TNT, according 
to NASA and other monitoring data. The space rock, 
roughly around 3 metres wide, entered Earth's 
atmosphere at high speed, heating up and glowing 
brightly. When it exploded, it released an intense 
flash of light and set off booms that echoed across the 
region. Users, especially those who live in Boston, 
flooded the social media platforms with reports of 
the explosion. Some users even claimed that the 
sound was so powerful that houses were shaking.

Scientists track these events using sensors designed to 
detect atmospheric explosions. Though it occurred 
miles above the ground, there was no impact damage. 
Most meteors burn up completely before reaching 
the surface. When one of these sizes explodes, it 
creates a loud boom and a fireball, often mistaken for 
lightning by people on the ground.This fireball was 
not associated with any currently active meteor 
shower, but it was a natural object and not a re-entry 
of space debris or a satellite," Jennifer Dooren, who 
is the US space agency's deputy news chief, told 
news agency in AFP in a statement. "The energy 
released at breakup is estimated to be equivalent to 
about 300 tons of TNT, which accounts for the loud 
booms."According to Dooren, the meteor was 
travelling at 75,000 miles per hour (more than 
120,000 km/h) at an altitude of 40 miles when it 
exploded.According to the American Meteor 
Society, the booms heard at about 2:30 pm (local 
time) were actually caused by a meteor. As quoted by 
CNN, fire programme monitor Robert Lunsford that 
the they received dozens similar of reports from 
Delaware to Montreal with people either hearing the 
double boom,

ZRosatom said a Ukrainian 
drone struck the turbine hall 
of  Unit 6 at the Russian-
controlled Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear plant. Ukraine 
denied the claim as 
propaganda, renewing 
concern over military 
activity around the site.

The region's peak tourist summer 
season is at risk as elevated jet fuel 
costs coupled with ceasefire 
uncertainties prompt flight 
cancellations and higher ticket prices.

World. (Agency) 
An Indian-origin manager at The Walt Disney 

Company has been sentenced to two-and-a-half years 
in a Russian prison after being convicted of drug 
possession and smuggling. The case stemmed from 
THC-infused gummy candies that were allegedly 
found in his luggage at a Moscow airport.According 
to Russian state media TASS, 46-year-old Jugal 
Daterao was arrested in January 2026 at 
Sheremetyevo International Airport after arriving on 
a flight that transited through Qatar. Customs officials 
allegedly found cannabis-infused gummy sweets 
during a routine baggage inspection.A court in 
Russia's Moscow region convicted Daterao of drug 
possession and smuggling, sentencing him to two 
years and six months in a medium-security penal 
colony. He was also fined 30,000 roubles (around 
$420).During court proceedings, Daterao argued that 
the gummies had been legally prescribed in the 
United States to help manage the long-term effects of 
brain surgery. However, the court rejected the defence 
and found him guilty under Russian drug laws.

Russian media identified Daterao as an Indian citizen, 
although it remains unclear whether he also holds US 
citizenship, Moscow Times reported.

Soaring prices during the Iran war jeopardize 
travel to tourism-dependent countries in Asia

World. (Agency) 

the turbine hall wall."Ukraine's 
military denied the Russian claims as 
"yet another propaganda ploy." It said 
that the Ukrainian troops did not strike 
power unit No. 6 at the Zaporizhzhia 
Nuclear Power Plant."Ukrainian 
servicemen act strictly within the 
international humanitarian law and are 
fully aware of the consequences of any 
actions targeting nuclear facilities" the 
military said in a statement.key equipment, but the Kyiv military 

"At the relevant section of the front line, denied it.Rosatom's head Alexei 
there was no active fighting during the Likhachev called the incident 
incident, and no weapons were used.""deliberate" and said it left a hole in the 

The Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant was wall of a turbine hall"This afternoon, a 
captured by Russia in March 2022 and Ukrainian kamikaze combat drone 
remains close to the frontline in the struck the turbine hall building of 
southeastern Ukrainian Zaporizhzhia  Russia's state nuclear energy company Power Unit No. 6, resulting in a 
region.The plant has occasionally Rosatom said on Saturday a Ukrainian subsequent detonation," Likhachev 
come under fire during the four-year-drone had struck the Russian- said in a statement."The explosion 
long war, raising fears of a nuclear controlled Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant, caused no damage to the primary 
accident at the facility.Europe's largest, causing no damage to equipment; however, it tore a hole in 

grocery stores gets more expensive war and the intermittent closures of 
worldwide. Crowds have thinned at certain Gulf airports cut off key 
some places once synonymous with layover locations for Asia-bound 
travel.”With gasoline prices rising and flights or forced commercial 
tourism declining, how can we make airplanes to take longer, costlier 
money?" asked Siv Pech, a 58-year- routes.Airfares have jumped, with 
old tuk-tuk driver in Siem Reap, home airlines like Air India and Cathay 
to Cambodia's centuries-old Angkor Pacif ic  implementing sharp 
Wat temple complex. increases in fuel surcharges.Cathay 

Pacific's fuel surcharge for medium-Tourism is an economic lifeline for 
BANGKOK. (Agency) haul flights has jumped to 633 Hong many developing na t ions .  I t  

 With summer around the corner, soaring Kong dollars ($80) from 264 Hong contributes nearly 13% of gross 
prices and other complications from the Kong dollars ($34) before the war. domestic product in Thailand and 
war with Iran are straining the tourism- For long-haul flights, it increased to nearly 9% in Vietnam, and it underpins 
dependent economies of countries in Santaputra of The Lantau Group, an energy 1,362 Hong Kong dollars ($174) millions of jobs in Cambodia. 
Southeast Asia, including Thailand and industry consulting firm. "This, happening from 569 Hong Kong dollars ($73)."Jet Travelers bring in much-needed foreign 
Vietnam.The region's peak tourist summer within five years of each other, first the fuel prices remain at highly elevated currency for import-dependent economies 
season is at risk as elevated jet fuel costs pandemic and now the war, is horrible for levels" and have increased cost pressures, such as the Philippines and Nepal.Those 
coupled with ceasefire uncertainties the tourism industry," she said. said Lavinia Lau, Cathay's chief customer tourism dollars are more critical than ever 
prompt flight cancellations and higher and commercial officer. Travelers are Iran war raises travel costsas war-driven spikes in oil prices push up 
ticket prices.Tourism in Asia has yet to booking closer to their departure dates, she the cost of fuel imports, especially for parts Jet fuel shortages and surging costs have led 
fully recover from the COVID-19 said, indicating growing unease.of the world that relied on the Strait of Vietnam Airlines, the Malaysia-based 
pandemic. Now, many countries are coping Hormuz off Iran's coast as a conduit for Sandra Awodele, a freelance travel writer in AirAsia group, Hong Kong's Cathay 
with the war's repercussions for global much of their oil and gas.The war will the Washington area, often plans year-Pacific and other carriers to cut flights or 
energy supplies and prices, which hit Asia determine which tourism businesses can round international trips and hoped this re-adjust schedules.European carriers face 
first and hardest. Some families are pulling survive long enough to benefit from the summer would finally be the one she a squeeze from similar issues.Airspace 
back on travel as visiting gas stations and eventual return of travelers, said Jitsai crossed Asia off her bucket list.closures across the Persian Gulf early in the 

World. (Agency) should never be used to define an entire the jury before it found Digwa guilty of make absolutely clear the law only provides 
faith community. The British Sikh murder and possession of a bladed fully practising Sikhs with a defence under Some calls to ban the kirpan in the UK after 
community is one of the most well- the law to wear a kirpan for religious the murder conviction of a man using a 
integrated and law-abiding communities in reasons. If a kirpan or a bladed item is knife he claimed to carry for religious 
the UK, with a proud history in this country used aggressively in an act of violence, reasons "unfairly" targeted an entire 
spanning more than 160 years. the defence under the law for a kirpan community for the actions of a criminal, 

does not apply and it is deemed an "The kirpan is a symbolic article of faith for British Sikh groups have cautioned.
offensive weapon," it added.The issue Sikhs initiated into the Khalsa tradition. It Vickrum Digwa, 23, was found guilty of 
was compounded by the actions of the is a constant reminder to Sikhs of the need fatally stabbing Henry Nowak, 18, with a 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight to defend the most vulnerable in society, 21-cm dagger last December and his 
Constabulary officers, who are now and it has been worn responsibly in Britain mother, 53-year-old Kiran Kaur, was 
facing an Independent Office for for generations," it said.The charity convicted of assisting an offender at 
Police Conduct (IOPC) probe for reiterated that it "utterly condemns" the S o u t h a m p t o n  C r o w n  C o u r t  o n  
handcuffing the victim when they first horrific murder of Nowak and the Thursday.During the trial, Digwa had 
arrived at the scene of the crime.the individual responsible for the "appalling denied the murder charges and claimed to 

ar t ic le .Sikh Federat ion UK also court heard that Digwa had alleged being act"."We urge unity, calm and responsible have used the knife he carried ceremonially 
condemned the "unlawful killing", which it racially threatened by Nowak and even public discourse at this very difficult time," in self-defence. The case threw the 
feared had "unnecessarily stirred up denied that any weapon had been used. it added.The murder trial highlighted the spotlight on the kirpan, with far-right 
community hatred"."We understand in this Once the severity of Nowak's condition legal parameters around the Sikh groups such as the Restore Britain party 
case the weapon that may have been used became clear, the police removed the community's right to carry a kirpan, with calling for a ban.Calls to ban the kirpan in 
was not the normal kirpan worn by fully handcuffs and an ambulance was called.Judge William Mousley noting that under response to this murder risk unfairly 
practising Sikhs. This nuance is critically UK law such a bladed item must be for "I am deeply sorry that in the moments he lost targeting an entire community for the 
important and may not have been religious or self defence reasons."This is consciousness, he had been handcuffed and actions of a single criminal individual," the 
explained or understood by those asked to not a case about Sikhism. This is not a case arrested," said Robert France, Temporary City Sikhs Foundation said in a statement.
give evidence in this case," the group about racism. This is a case about murder," Depu ty  Ch ie f  Cons tab le  o f  the  "The actions of one individual can never and 
stated."Now the trial is over we want to prosecutor Nicholas Lobbenberg had told Constabulary.

Meteor Explodes Over US 
With Force Equal To 300 
Tonnes Of  TNT, NASA 
Confirms

WASHINGTON: (Agency) 
 : President Donald Trump has sought to change several 

terms of a proposal to end the Iran war, US media 
reported Saturday, as a finalized deal remains elusive 
among the parties.The New York Times reported 
Trump's changes involved toughening the terms of 
the deal, and has sent the new framework back to be 
considered by Iran, according to officials familiar 
with the proceedings.The report said it was not 
immediately clear what the changes entailed, but 
news site Axios reported Trump wanted to reinforce 
multiple points of the deal that he personally felt were 
important, such as what is done to Iran's nuclear 
material.

The new tweaks could prolong negotiations between 
the parties for days before a decision is reached on 
whether the deal would end the war which began after 

the US and Israel launched joint strikes on Iran on 
February 28.US sources had told AFP that the 
proposal had been waiting on Trump's sign-off, but he 
made no decision after a White House Situation 
Room meeting on Friday.

Trump has said his priorities for any deal included Iran 
agreeing to never develop nuclear weapons and the 
re-opening of the blockaded Strait of Hormuz, 
through which roughly 20 percent of the world's oil 
supply transits.

Calls to ban kirpan spark backlash from 
British Sikh groups after murder verdict
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