
FRIDAY
AHEMDABAD/GUJRAT

Friday, May 22, 2026

PAWAN MAKAN
VOICE OF THE CITY, PULSE OF THE NATION

CMYK

Monday, May 11, 2026

Mahanagar Metro Desk /
Pawan Makan
Mandsaur. A major contro-
versy has erupted ahead of the
grand Jain Chaturmas event
scheduled in, where members
of the Jain community have
alleged that a group of self-
proclaimed journalists and so-
cial media operators attempted
to malign revered Jain saints
and disturb the religious atmo-
sphere through misinforma-
tion and blackmail tactics.This
year’s Chaturmas is being de-
scribed as one of the most his-
toric spiritual gatherings in the
region’s Jain history. For the
first time, five highly re-
spected Jain Acharyas are ex-
pected to reside together in
Mandsaur during the holy pe-
riod. Among them are, and,
whose arrival has generated
immense devotion and enthu-
siasm among Jain followers
across Madhya Pradesh.How-
ever, according to allegations
raised by members of the Jain
community, certain individu-
als identified as Hardik
Hudiya, Jagat Parekh, Vikram
Bafna and Kalpesh Singhvi al-
legedly began circulating
provocative and misleading
content on social media soon
after the Chaturmas announce-
ment. Community members
claim the campaign was aimed
at creating confusion, damag-

ing the image of Jain saints
and mentally harassing the
Jain Sangh.Sources associated
with the Jain community fur-
ther allege that attempts were
made to pressure organizers
by threatening to create con-
troversies around the Chatur-
mas event. The alleged
motive, according to these
claims, was to extort money
and disrupt the religious gath-
ering.The controversy has
now united several Jain orga-
nizations across Madhya
Pradesh, with community

leaders openly condemning
what they describe as an orga-
nized attempt to attack faith
and disturb a peaceful reli-
gious event. The matter has re-
portedly reached local law
enforcement authorities, and
police action has allegedly
begun against those accused
of spreading defamatory and
inflammatory material.Mem-
bers of the Jain Sangh say
such individuals are tarnishing
the image of society and ex-
ploiting religion for personal
gains. They have demanded

strict legal action against any-
one found involved in black-
mail, defamation or attempts
to disturb communal harmony
during the sacred Chaturmas
period.Religious leaders and
community representatives
have appealed to devotees to
remain united and avoid
falling prey to misinformation
campaigns circulating on-
line.For continuous updates
on major social, religious and
investigative developments,
stay connected with Mahana-
gar Metro News.

Extortion Gang Targets Mandsaur Chaturmas
Fake Activists Exposed for Attempting
to Disrupt Sacred Jain Event



Sß‡æü ¹ÕÚU 2
Friday, May 22, 2026

CMYK

MAHANAGAR METRONEW DEHLI

Mahanagar Metro Desk

Tonk. A shocking case from the Deoli region

of has raised serious concerns over the state’s

revenue administration system. A farmer fam-

ily from Chandli village alleges that the orig-

inal government allotment file (Misal No.

475/1961) related to nearly 8 bighas of land

has gone missing from both the tehsil office

and district record room, despite the family

cultivating the land for the past 65 years.The

family claims to possess official documents

including allotment records, Girdawari en-

tries, Section 91 notices, and mutation papers

proving continuous cultivation. However,

when the original file was requested, author-

ities reportedly stated that the records were

“not available.”In 2013, the administration al-

legedly admitted in writing that the allotment

file could not be traced. A complaint was later

filed on the Rajasthan Sampark Portal, but no

meaningful action followed, and the case was

eventually closed in 2022.The

family also alleges that even

during district public hearings,

their plea was not properly

heard and they were repeatedly

sent back to the tehsil office

without any resolution.Now,

the affected family has ap-

pealed to the Chief Minister,

Revenue Minister, and District

Collector for reconstruction of

the missing file, a high-level

investigation, and action

against responsible

officials.The case raises a crit-

ical question: if government land records

themselves are not secure, how can ordinary

farmers feel safe about their land rights?

65-Year-Old Government Land File
Missing, Farmers Still Await Justice

Mahanagar Metro

Banaskantha. A shocking expose from has

raised serious questions over the state’s law-

and-order machinery, as explosive allegations

suggest that liquor and drug-loaded contain-

ers are entering Gujarat through the border

under the alleged protection of politically

connected operatives and corrupt elements

within the police system.According to highly

placed sources, a powerful network allegedly

linked to the brother of a senior North Gujarat

political leader has transformed the Ba-

naskantha border into what insiders are call-

ing a “Green Corridor” for bootleggers and

narcotics traffickers. The alleged operations

are said to be supervised by Suresh Chaud-

hary, described by sources as a key “collec-

tion manager” and middleman who

reportedly controls an extensive illegal extor-

tion and protection racket across the dis-

trict.‘Hafta Raj’ Operating Under Official

Shelter?Sources claim that Suresh Chaud-

hary, allegedly considered the main “fixer”

connected to Banaskantha Superintendent of

Police, has established a multi-crore illegal

collection system involving bootleggers op-

erating across the region.The allegations go

even further. Insiders claim Chaudhary enjoys

such extraordinary political protection that he

allegedly operates freely without fear of ad-

ministrative action. Discussions within local

circles reportedly suggest that he has been

provided unofficial shelter and logistical sup-

port from influential quarters, allowing the il-

legal network to function openly.Sources also

allege that portions of the illegal collections

are routed upward through various channels,

though no official confirmation has yet

emerged regarding these claims.Former LCB

Personnel Allegedly Running Collection Op-

erationsThe expose further claims that former

LCB personnel Rajesh Parmar and PSI S.J.

Parmar, who allegedly possess deep knowl-

edge of the district’s bootlegging network due

to previous postings, are actively involved in

intelligence sharing and illegal recovery op-

erations in the name of senior police offi-

cials.According to sources, the duo allegedly

tracks every movement of small and large

bootleggers and relays operational details to

the larger syndicate, ensuring smooth move-

ment of illegal consignments across multiple

checkpoints.Five Sensitive Border Points Al-

legedly Open for SmugglingThe report iden-

tifies five highly sensitive border zones that

are allegedly being used as protected transit

routes for liquor and narcotics

trafficking:Gundari BorderNenava Bor-

derAmirgadh CheckpostAmbaji Chapari Bor-

derJambudi CheckpostSources claim that

container movement timings are allegedly

pre-decided and coordinated. In one of the

most explosive allegations, insiders suggest

that certain consignments are even provided

“special protection,” where policemen al-

legedly accompany shipments until jurisdic-

tional boundaries change.Major Questions

Raised by the ExposeThe investigation raises

several serious questions:Why are small boot-

leggers being targeted while large trafficking

networks allegedly continue operating

freely?Which powerful political figures are

allegedly shielding the syndicate?Are senior

police officials genuinely unaware of these

operations, or is the system deliberately look-

ing the other way?Silence From Authori-

tiesAttempts to contact senior police officials

reportedly received no clear response. While

one officer allegedly stated that “action is un-

derway,” other officials either declined to

comment or denied knowledge of the mat-

ter.Meanwhile, fear and silence reportedly

dominate administrative circles in Banaskan-

tha, with many officials unwilling to speak

openly due to the alleged political influence

surrounding the network.Observers warn that

if an independent, high-level investigation is

not initiated directly from Gandhinagar, Ba-

naskantha could emerge as one of the largest

transit hubs for drugs and illegal liquor enter-

ing Gujarat — posing a serious threat to the

state’s youth and public safety.For more in-

vestigative reports and ground-level exposes,

stay connected with Mahanagar Metro News.

Banaskantha Border Turns Into ‘Green Corridor’:

Massive Drug & Liquor Smuggling Network Allegedly

Running Under Political Protection
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high court judges across the board. The grant of THE Supreme Court’s reiteration that “bail is the 
bail to Syed Iftikhar Andrabi in the narco-terror rule and jail the exception” even in cases under 
case drives home the Court’s point that national UAPA (Unlawful Activities Prevention Act) has 
security concerns cannot eclipse the fundamental again turned the spotlight on the prolonged pre-
right to personal liberty. The judgment aims to trial detention of activists Umar Khalid and 
restore the balance between state power and Sharjeel Imam. Granting bail to an accused in a 
individual rights. Articles 21 and 22 of the narco-terror case, the Bench of Justices BV 
Constitution guarantee protection against Nagarathna and Ujjal Bhuyan has disapproved of 
arbitrary detention, and these safeguards remain the judgment delivered by another two-judge SC 
valid even if the allegations are grave.Bench in the Gulfisha Fatima case pertaining to 

Thousands have been arrested under UAPA over the the 2020 Delhi riots. In that case, several accused 
years, yet the conviction rate remains dismally got bail in January this year, but Umar and 
low (around 5 per cent). Umar and Sharjeel are Sharjeel were denied relief. The Court had made 
among those who have spent years behind bars a distinction on the basis of a “hierarchy of 
before trial, effectively serving punishment participation,” holding that the duo stood on a 
without conviction. It’s vital to ensure speedy “qualitatively different footing” from the co-
trials and consistency in bail decisions under anti-accused.It’s not common for the apex court to 
terror laws. Failure to do so can undermine the case (2021), which recognised long delay in trial as a question its own verdicts. Introspection and self-

presumption of innocence — the bedrock of any ground for bail in cases under UAPA, should be correction that serve the interests of justice are 
democratic legal system.followed in letter and in spirit by Supreme Court and welcome. The landmark judgment in the KA Najeeb 

Mourning the decline of  
Election Commission

Hosabale opens a window

Primacy of bail: Supreme Court rightly questions its own verdict

THE people of Bengal, those who were 
permitted to vote, recently discarded that old 
warhorse, Mamata Banerjee, and introduced 
Prime Minister Modi's “double engine” to its 
revered soil. How will that change affect the 
Bengalis? And how will it affect their fellow 
Indians living in the other states of the union?

First, let us consider the danger to democracy by 
the decline of an essential institution that is 
germane to the concept of democracy — the 
Election Commission of India. The ECI was a 
much-respected entity, not only in India but 
also admired by other great countries of the 
world. Observers from those countries used to 
wonder at the virtual miracle performed by 
the ECI which took immense pride in 
ensuring that even a remote hamlet in the 
mountains with a tiny population of less than a 
hundred souls was enabled to vote and that 
too, fearlessly.

All this elan has, alas vanished with the conduct 
of the Assembly elections in West Bengal! A 
comment I heard from a concerned citizen 
residing in my city of Mumbai said it all: "Two 
revered politicians — then Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru, and then Home Minister 
Vallabhbhai Patel -- laid a solid foundation for 
democracy in our land. Now, the structures 
built by Nehru and Patel are being destroyed."

The alacrity with which the current government 
appointed the election commissioners 
attracted an adverse comment even from the 
Supreme Court. Tongue-in-cheek, the Bench 
remarked that the government should show 
similar haste and enthusiasm in the 
appointment of Supreme Court and high court 
judges!The Supreme Court had advised the 
government to expedite the passage of a law 
to replace the makeshift arrangement, 
wherein the Prime Minister, assisted by the 
LOP and the CJI, chose the election 
commissioners. The senior member of the 
chosen three was then designated CEC.

When the government enacted The CEC and 
other Election Commissioners (Appointment, 
Conditions of Service and Term of Office) 
Act, 2023, it left out the Chief Justice of India 
from the appointments committee and 
substituted the CJI with a minister chosen by 
the Prime Minister from his own Cabinet, thus 
ensuring 2-1 majority for the candidates of 
their choice. Prime Minister Modi chose his 
right-hand man, Amit Shah, to join him and 
the LOP, Rahul Gandhi, in the selection 
process. Thus was the outcome of the process 
predetermined.Rahul objected to the choices 
made by the duo from Gujarat but was 
overruled by the two BJP heavyweights. The 
ground was set for the Bengal SIR with that 
one stroke of arrogant superiority. Lakhs of 
"infiltrators", overwhelmingly Muslim, were 
disenfranchised! This was a complete travesty 
of justice which our courts of law were 
reluctant to correct!A farce was enacted when 
19 judges of some high courts were inducted 
to decide the validity of the exclusions 
ordered by the Election Commission with less 
than a month to dispose of lakhs of appeals.

One retired Chief Justice of the Kolkata High 
Court, Justice Sivagnanam decided 1,717 
appeals against exclusion in the 20 days 
available to him. Every appeal heard by him 
resulted in the voting right being restored, 
testifying to the bias and partiality displayed 
in deciding the citizenship of those termed as 
'ghuspathias' (infiltrators) who he says are 
infiltrators from Bangladesh.

Preparedness requires vigilance without panic, investment without delay and cooperation without reservation

considerable pressure to change the Indian approach to THERE is an ancient and reassuring saying that when God From Pulwama in 2019 till after Pahalgam in 2025, there 
Pakistan after the sensational diplomatic goals that the closes a door, He opens a window. Dattatreya Hosabale, was virtually no contact at any level between the two 
latter scored in the United States and around the world.a senior functionary of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak governments and the people. It was left to the Americans 

Once referred to as a ‘failed state’, a ‘pariah’, a ‘dalal’ and Sangh (RSS), has opened that proverbial window for a and Europeans to fund what are termed ‘Track-2’ 
so on, Pakistan has to be acknowledged as a neighbour dialogue between India and Pakistan. All doors in this dialogues. However, till recently, Indian participation in 
that one should have a means to deal with. Hit them hard relationship between neighbours have remained shut these Track-2 dialogues was neither officially 
when necessary but keep a range of channels open to since the Pulwama terror attack in 2019.Hosabale has authorised nor welcomed.
facilitate not just a dialogue but a change in behaviour.In 2019, I was invited to an India-Pakistan Track-2 that now said that India should keep a window open for 

It is against this background that one must view Hosabale’s met in Bangkok and was funded by a Canadian outfit. dialogue with Pakistan while firmly tackling cross-
intervention suggesting resumption of people-to-people When I discovered that the Indian participants included border terrorism. There is nothing new about this 
contact. The hope clearly is that they can help reduce the late SK Lambah, a retired diplomat and Manmohan formulation. This has been said before by many. What is 
tensions and improve relations. Interestingly, his remarks Singh’s ‘back channel’ to Musharraf, the Congressman new is that this time the call has come from a member of 
were soon echoed by the former Chief of the Army Staff, Mani Shankar Aiyar and the academic Happymon the so-called ‘Sangh Parivar’.
Gen MM Naravane, a distinguished and wise soldier, When Prime Minister Manmohan Singh sought to engage Jacob, I suggested to the hosts that they should have 

suggesting that even the armed forces would like President Pervez Musharraf in a 
to see that diplomacy and civil society play their composite dialogue seeking resolution of 
part in maintaining balance in the bilateral several outstanding issues that bedevilled 
relationship.the bilateral relationship, the mantra 

The Indian armed forces view kinetic action as the chanted by the RSS, the Bharatiya Janata 
last resort. They are not trigger-happy Party (BJP), several retired diplomats, 
adventurers. It is only when diplomatic and other police officers and armed forces’ brass 
forms of contact fail that military solutions used to be that “talks and terrorism cannot 
should be resorted to. A very different approach go hand in hand”.Hosabale’s observation, 
from the one that Prime Minister Modi has since endorsed by the Narendra Modi 
followed since 2019. To be fair to Mr Modi, he g o v e r n m e n t ,  a m o u n t s  t o  a n  
did try his hand at diplomacy with Pakistan but acknowledgment of Manmohan Singh’s 
was unable to establish trust with his view that even while Indian security forces 
interlocutors.deal with cross-border terrorism, the two 

governments should remain in diplomatic What are the compulsions — diplomatic, 
contact and facilitate civil society economic and political — that have now forced 
interaction.After the November 2008 the RSS and BJP to retreat from their earlier stand 
terror attacks in Mumbai, the Manmohan and advocate restoration of people-to-people 
Singh government succeeded in contact, signalling a willingness to move to 
establishing Pakistan’s direct involvement diplomatic contact? Various theories are being 
by capturing a terrorist alive, subjecting aired in the media, ranging from India’s need to 
him to a fair trial and then sentencing him seek restoration of overflight rights for Indian 
to death. Many in the present RSS-BJP airlines that are losing business to foreign 
dispensation have repeatedly mocked Dr competitors, to a recognition that if the world and 
Singh for his handling of the Mumbai India’s neighbours are doing business with 
attacks. The fact is neither in Pulwama nor Pakistan how can India shut its doors?
in Pahalgam has the Modi government 
convincingly established Pakistan’s official culpability. someone from the Sangh Parivar to make any such Hosabale’s remarks are wide-ranging and define a new 
The party’s support base may have been convinced but dialogue meaningful. At our host’s request, I reached out approach to Pakistan from a government that has not only 
not the international community.Yet, there has been to a senior RSS functionary. The Modi government did claimed to have made Pakistan a marginal player in world 
much grandstanding after 2019. The Modi government not encourage his participation. That dialogue achieved affairs, but also bad-mouthed its diplomacy and 
imagined that the termination of Article 370 of the nothing.Last year, after the Pahalgam attack and US promoted movies that demonise the neighbour and 
Constitution, an altered status for Jammu and Kashmir President Donald Trump’s activism in South Asia, there promote malicious lies about the Manmohan Singh 
and a ‘muscular response’ to Pakistani perfidy was all was a sudden revival of India-Pakistan Track-2 in which government, its senior ministers and security 
that was needed. The Union Home Minister and the retired diplomats and others known to be close to the BJP administrators. Political grandstanding at home will 
External Affairs Minister declared that the only participated. These were funded by US and British never deliver the results India needs from its relations 
remaining item on India’s agenda was to reclaim organisations. This was the first signal of a change in with Pakistan. Civilised people-to-people contact and 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. Talk is easy. approach. Clearly, Prime Minister Modi has been under mature diplomacy have a better chance.

Pakistan has to be acknowledged as a neighbour that India should have a means to deal with

epidemic. Covid-19 was, in essence, Disease X realised. responsibility.However, global agreements alone time” — to fight the pandemic while sustaining routine Recent reports of a cruise ship carrying patients with the 
cannot substitute for national readiness. India, with its healthcare.Second, infrastructure and capacity cannot hantavirus pulmonary syndrome have sent ripples The lesson is clear: the next pandemic may not come from 
vast population, ecological diversity, and varying health be built overnight. Intensive care units, trained across global public health systems. With passengers a known virus but from one that currently exists in 
infrastructure across states, must prioritise pandemic manpower, diagnostic networks and supply chains dispersing to countries/regions across the world — from wildlife reservoirs, largely undetected. Thousands of 
preparedness as a continuous, not episodic, effort. The require sustained investment and periodic stress-testing. Australia to Europe and the US — the possibility of coronaviruses, for example, circulate among bats and 
next pandemic will not announce itself politely; it will Simulation exercises, akin to military drills, should silent transmission has once again brought the world to a other species. Only a handful (only seven at the last 
emerge unexpectedly, compressing response timelines become standard practice for health systems. These familiar edge of uncertainty. Contact tracing, isolation count) have so far crossed the species barrier to infect 

drills not only identify gaps but also build institutional and surveillance efforts are underway, but the episode humans. The rest remain latent threats, awaiting 
confidence.Third, mental health must be recognised underscores a sobering truth: the next pandemic threat ecological or behavioural triggers — deforestation, 
as an integral component of pandemic response. The m a y  a l r e a d y  b e  i n  m o t i o n ,  q u i e t l y  a n d  climate change, urbanisation or intensification of 
psychological toll of prolonged uncertainty, isolation unpredictably.Hantavirus is not new. It has long been livestock farming — to spill directly into human 
and economic disruption is profound, particularly known to circulate among rodents — creatures that live populations or through livestock and omnipresent 
among vulnerable populations. Integrating mental in close proximity to human settlements worldwide. bats.
health services into primary healthcare and What is new, and concerning, is the possibility — still This is where the concept of “One Health” becomes 
emergency preparedness plans is no longer optional.under scientific scrutiny — that certain strains may be indispensable. The One Health approach recognises 

evolving towards l imited human-to-human Finally, preparedness demands resources — and the interconnectedness of human health, animal 
transmission. If such a shift becomes epidemiologically political will. In an era marked by geopolitical health, and the environment. It is not merely a 
significant, what are today sporadic outbreaks could tensions and competing priorities, there is always a theoretical framework but a practical necessity in a 
transform into tomorrow’s global crisis. temptation to defer investments in public health world where zoonotic spillovers are becoming more 

infrastructure. Yet the cost of inaction far exceeds the Hantavirus is only one among several looming threats. frequent. Surveillance systems must therefore extend 
cost of preparedness. The economic and social The world has already witnessed Nipah and Ebola virus beyond hospitals and laboratories into forests, farms 
devastation wrought by the Covid pandemic stands as outbreaks, both with high fatality rates and limited and wildlife ecosystems. Veterinary sciences, 
a stark reminder. Investing in pandemic readiness is therapeutic options. India, in particular, has experienced environmental monitoring and human medicine must 
not an expenditure; it is an insurance policy for repeated Nipah outbreaks in states like Kerala and West converge into a coordinated, real-time intelligence 
national stability.Bengal, demonstrating how zoonotic viruses can network.

and testing systemic resilience.emerge abruptly and challenge even well-prepared The world today stands better equipped than it did in 2019 Encouragingly, the global community has begun to 
Covid-19 offered invaluable lessons, some of which health systems.What is striking, in hindsight, is that the — but not yet adequately prepared. Surveillance gaps respond. The WHO Pandemic Agreement, adopted in 

remain insufficiently internalised. First, the pandemic global scientific community had anticipated such persist. Health inequities remain stark. Coordination, 2025, represents a landmark effort to institutionalise 
response cannot focus solely on the disease at hand. threats. In 2018, the World Health Organisation (WHO) both within and between countries, is still evolving. The preparedness. Designed as a legally binding pandemic 
Essential health services must continue. During the identified a list of pathogens with pandemic potential. next pandemic threat — whether from hantavirus, treaty, it seeks to strengthen global surveillance, ensure 
Covid pandemic, disruptions in maternal care, Interestingly, it did not name the virus that would soon Nipah, an unknown coronavirus or an entirely new equitable access to vaccines and treatments, and 
tuberculosis treatment, cancer management and bring the world to a standstill — the SARS-CoV-2 virus pathogen — will test not just our scientific capabilities improve coordinated responses during health 
immunisation programmes resulted in collateral responsible for Covid-19. Instead, it referred to a but our collective resolve guided by One Health emergencies. While negotiations on certain aspects — 
damage that will take years to fully quantify. A resilient hypothetical “Disease X,” representing an unknown approach.particularly pathogen-sharing mechanisms — are 
system must be able to “walk and chew gum at the same pathogen capable of causing a serious international ongoing, the intent signals a shift toward collective 

Hantavirus episode is a warning about future pandemics

The apex court's introspection and self-correction that serve the interests of justice are welcome
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Can pets be good for your health? 
Possibly yes, a study suggests.
U.S. women over age 50 and generally 
healthy were less likely to die of 

cardiovascular events like stroke if they had a 
cat or dog, the researchers found.
After accounting for the increase in physical 
activity required of dog owners, owning a cat 

instead of a dog was still tied to a lower risk of 
death from stroke.
The researchers studied almost 4,000 adults age 
50 and older without major illnesses who 

Pamper your pets 

with these pro tips

par t ic ipated  in  the  
National Health and 
Nutrition Examination 
Survey (NHANES) in 
1988 to 1994 and who 
r e p o r t e d  t h e i r  p e t  
ownership.
P a r t i c i p a n t s  a l s o  
answered quest ions 
about physical activity, 
weight  and height ,  
cigarette smoking and 
other health risk factors. 
More than half were 
overweight or obese.
About 35 percent of 
people owned a pet, most 
often a dog. Pet owners 
tended to be younger, 
more often were married, 
and more often were white.
According to the National Death Index, as of 
2006, 11 of every 1,000 non-pet owners had 
died of cardiovascular disease, compared to 
about 7 of every 1,000 pet owners.
Specifically for stroke, male pet owners were 
just as likely to have died, but female pet 
owners were about 40 percent less likely to 

have died of stroke.
Most of this association was driven by cat 
ownership, according to results in High 
Blood Pressure and Cardiovascular 
Prevention.
"Anecdotally, we believe that walking a dog 
is good for heart, reducing life pressure and 

owners may be less likely to die of stroke

Female pet Female pet 

blood pressure as well," said senior author 
Jian Zhang of the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of 
Public Health at Georgia Southern University 
in the U.S.
"I strongly believe that putative benefits of 
keeping a dog have not yet fully translated 
into reality, and we found that pet owners did 
not walk pets, certainly, dogs, more often than 
others," Zhang said. "This explains why 
owning a dog did not reduce CVD mortality 
among dog owners."
Cat owners may have a personality that 
protects their hearts, rather than cats actually 
having a concrete effect on heart health, he 
said.
"We are short of overall assessment of the 
associations of companion animals with 
human health, and our study should not be 
interpreted to encourage more people to own 
pets, either dog or cat," Zhang said. "Pets are 
good, but have to be kept responsibly."
"In my study, there was a tendency for pet 
owners to have a higher risk of dying," said 
Dr. Richard F. Gillum of Howard University 
College of Medicine in Washington D.C., 
who was not part of the new study but did 
study the same NHANES surveys.
Most findings show no association between 
pets and survival, he said.
"Data from NHANES are really inadequate to 
settle the question, since one can only 
determine there was a pet in the household, 
but not the number of pets or whether the 
study participant was the owner, cared for it or 
interacted with it," Gillum said. "So we need 
to wait for better studies before making any 
firm conclusions about pets and survival 
among their owners."
"Even if there were a reduction of death from 
stroke among women with cats, of what 
importance is that in public health terms if 
they are just as likely to die as other women, 
just from another cause," he said.

Be consistent with feeding regime

Use palatable probiotics

Get a dental check-up done

Give them supplements

Dealing with heat stroke

Keep in mind

It is important to try and be consistent with 
your feeding regime — two meals a day, at 
the same time every day, with no snacks, 
should be sufficient.

Avoid curd as many patients can be slightly 
lactose intolerant and this can actually 
irritate the gut when had in large quantities, 
suggests Hannah. She adds, "A couple of 
teaspoons a day can be used as a probiotic 
but actually goat's yogurt or kefir are better 
and more palatable."

Opt for a full dental scale and polish to make 
gnashers sparkle. Gaekwad adds, "This 
is not just a cosmetic procedure, a full 
examination of all the teeth is 
undertaken, assessing all the gum 
margins. Removing plaque which is 
basically bacteria and sugar will help 
reduce systemic disease."

"Supplements such as coconut oil are 
fantastic for your pet's coat and joints. 
They have a good ratio of omegas so 
really help nourish the skin, heart 
muscle and joints as well," says 
Hannah.

Exercise is very important for pets but it 
is essential to not overdo it in the summer 
months. Heat strokes can be serious. Keep 
walks early in the morning before 8 am and 
late in the evening after 7 pm. Signs of heat 
stroke include lethargy, vomiting, 
disorientation and in extreme cases, 
collapse. The first thing to do is cool down 
with towels soaked in room temperature 
water. Immediately after, pay a visit to the 
vet.

Take personal grooming seriously.
Get a mani-pedi for your pets — get their 
nails clipped.
Get a de-worming done prior to a vacation.
Vaccinating against infectious diseases such 
as rabies, leptospirosis and canine 
distemper not only protects yourself but also 
your fellow canine companions.

Our pets are an integral part of our families 
and deserve all the special care that we can 
provide. And that is the primary reason why 
we need to take our pets for regular check-
ups at veterinary clinics that are qualified 
and equipped to give them all that they need. 
We spoke to pet-care professionals in the 
city, to list out some special pro tips that can 
help your four-legged friends...

Pratapsinh Gaekwad, who is extremely 
passionate about animals and also owns a 
specialty pet-care clinic, says, "Ensure that 
your dog stays hydrated by adding extra 
water to some meals, in order to increase the 

water content. Flavouring their water with 
some chicken broth may encourage them to 
drink more as well.

Ice cubes make tasty zero calorie snacks for 
dogs, and you can always jazz them up by 
making flavoured ones by freezing some 
chicken broth in an ice cube rack, suggests 
Gaekwad.

Hannah Victoria Myburgh, head nurse at a 
South Mumbai veterinary hospital says, 
"For the older patients who suffer from 
osteoarthritis and creaky joints, green lipp 
mussel extract is a fantastic natural 
analgesic. Adding glucosamine chondroitin 
supplements into the diet really helps with 
the maintenance of healthy joints and 
bones."

Ensure they stay well-hydrated

Give them ice-cubes to snack on

Deal with osteoarthritis

Millennials prefer intimate A typical Indian wedding has day-long 
ceremonies and even longer guestlists 
running into hundreds
-Mind you, they are people who are close to 
the family and cannot be ignored. However, 
things are changing now as couples are 
choosing to have intimate celebrations with 
only a chosen few present on their special 
day. These millennials prefer to curb the 
unnecessary costs to avoid burdening their 
families. Instead, the money saved is spent on 
more constructive investments like a house or 
travelling together to their dream destination. 
If you are one of those planning to have a 
wedding celebration that is private, here are a 
few things to keep in mind...
BOOK A SMALL VENUE
When you have a small venue and people 
come to know about it, they will understand 
that you want to avoid a crowd. It is a subtle 
hint to those who expect to be invited for it, 
that you are not ready to host a big wedding.
KEEP THE RITUALS SIMPLE
Most Indian weddings have elaborate rituals - 
sangeet, mehendi, haldi among other thing. It 
is better to keep things simple by focusing 
only on the main wedding rituals or else 
design them as per the size of the venue as you 
don't want to make your guests feel 
uncomfortable.
HOME IS THE BEST
The most comfortable option is to get married 
in a cosy home. 
If your house is 
not big enough, 
you can always 
ask a friend 
w h o  h a s  a  
bigger house to 
help you out. 
An at tached 
terrace always 
w o r k s  b e s t .  
T h i s  a l s o  
makes sure that 
you're not in a 
situation where 
you have to 
explain about restricting the celebration to 
immediate family and close friends.After the 
wedding rituals, make sure to take everyone 
out for an elaborate lunch or dinner to avoid 
unnecessary speculation.
HAVE MULTIPLE CELEBRATIONS
Everyone expects a huge reception after the 
wedding, but if you don't want to have that 
either, opt for small multiple celebrations. 
You and your spouse can have separate office 
parties, while you can also plan one each with 
extended families from both the sides. 

F r i e n d s  c a n  b e  
combined or given 
s e p a r a t e  p a r t i e s  
depending on how you 
both want it. However, 
ensure that both of you 
attend all these parties.
G O  
UNCONVENTIONAL
However, if you cannot 
a v o i d  

having a wedding in the same 
town, try to hire a stand-alone 
bungalow instead of the 
typical hall or hotel set-up. 
Look for a farmhouse located 
on the outskirts of the town 
you stay in. It will give you 
lots of space and at the same 
time be a close-knit affair.
PLAN AN OUT-OF-TOWN 
WEDDING
Sometimes having a wedding 
at the place you reside in, will 

see a large number attending it. Avoid 
that and half the crowd goes out of the 
list. Go for a destination wedding, which 
invariably means that the celebration is a 
small, intimate affair; it also limits the 
number of guests you want to invite. 
This kind of wedding allows you to give 
personal attention to all your guests, as 
well as provide you with enough me-
time.

Weddings
 to grand bashes
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Pros and cons of 

Working 
abroad
Working 
Working in a 

foreign country is 

a unique 

experience filled 

with new learnings, 

four professionals 

from diverse fields, 

who took up stints 

abroad before 

moving back to 

India, share their 

experience of 

working overseas

Aasit Shah
I don't consider any of my experiences in 
the US particularly appalling. In fact, the US 
proved to be a great training ground for me. I was 
working in the Silicon Valley and that favoured me in 
terms of weather since we had a good number of sunshine 
days.
Dignity of labour is extremely high in the US. Even 
though there is hierarchy in terms of designations, I loved 
the personal connect one can have with their seniors. You 
can walk in and out of your senior's cabin any time.
Work-life balance is excellent so much so that sending 
professional emails on a weekend is frowned upon. 
Organisations are extremely flexible. There were days 
when I could work from home.
Since the US is considered to be the melting-pot of the 
world, I got the opportunity to work with people from 
different migrant communities there. And that was a great 
learning experience. I didn't miss India much because 
there are too many Indians around in the valley. So, for 
me, it was a home away from home!

Pan
kaj Khot
Working in the UAE had its own upside and downside.
The biggest benefit for me was to receive a tax-free salary, 
which is very rare. Companies in Dubai ensure that their 
employees have a perfect work-life balance. A major benefit 
of working in Dubai is that a number of international 
organisations have their offices there. So apart from helping 
you mingle with professionals from different cultures, it also 
enables you to understand the working styles of different 
countries.
The city is strategically located and has great infrastructure. 
Restaurants in Dubai offer cuisines from all over the world 
making the place a gastronomic delight.
On the flip side, house rents are too steep. Furthermore, if you 
don't have any family or friends, it can get boring and 

difficult.

Kavita Gupta
When I think about my working stint in the 

UK, I am filled with mixed feelings. First, I worked for 
Nokia. The environment there was professional, yet 
friendly. Flexibility was granted, when required. What I 
particularly liked was the blurring of hierarchy in terms 
of accessibility. One could approach one's bosses 
anytime. Being able to interact with people from 
different countries was a great advantage too. Work-life 
balance was perfect and working beyond clocking hours 
was not appreciated. However, when I moved to another 
company and got pregnant six months into the job, it 
didn't go well down with my boss. My profile was 
changed and I didn't find that fair.

Guatam Parekh
The first thing that really impressed me about Singapore 
was the minimalistic bureaucracy. Be it taxes of work 
permit or anything, government authorities are very co-
operative.
Every job or labour is treated with respect and this takes 
professionalism in the country to another level. 
Singapore being a first world country, infrastructure and 
connectivity are highly developed; both railways and 
roadways are well connected making travel hassle-free.
I was part of the event industry there and the best thing 
was that clients treated me as their associate and not 
merely a vendor. It was a ritual for us to take our clients 
out for dinners post events. Professionally, it was a great 
bonding exercise.
Technology is highly evolved in Singapore, so during 
events, each department knew their job to the T and that 
made our work easy. Since the country had professionals 
from all over the world, I got to learn a lot from people 
from varied cultures. Finally, Singapore is a welcoming 
country and doesn't let you feel homesick. My stint there 
was amazing.

The struggles of a single mother
Mirror writer and single mom Anjana Vaswani chats with three others of 

her tribe on raising kids alone with one eye on blood pressure.

Two months ago, just days before the final round 
of admissions to kindergarten and Grade 1 
under the Right to Education quota, panicking 
single mothers flocked to BMC help centres. 
Their applications had been rejected because 
the fathers' income certificates were missing. 
The mothers' certificates weren't acceptable as 
substitutes.
It made newspaper copy, but ask a single 
mother, and she'll tell you niggles like these are a 
regular part of her life. Official paperwork that 
can be a nightmare in our patriarchal system is 
just the garnish on a gateaux of stress, guilt, 
feelings of isolation, stigma and self-doubt.
Is her health likely to be impacted negatively in 
the long run?
The answer though obvious is now confirmed by 
a study published in the Journal of Epidemiology 
and Community Health which assessed over 
25,000 women across 15 countries. It focused 
on women who had children before the age of 18 
and also examined, "whether doing it alone is 
worse in countries with relatively weak social 
and safety nets."
Vital point, because our social structure may just 
be our redeemer. Not only does it alleviate the 
guilt when you leave your child with a 
grandparent, it allows us time for a fitness 
routine which, together, may render studies 
such as these altogether inapposite. This means 
you don't get to write us off yet.
As I see friends, many, a lot younger than me, 
negotiating around the rose garden of marriage 
with aching backs and knees, and thyroid 
problems (frequently also treating the 
headaches of family politics), I feel confident that 
we have at least as good a shot at health and 
longevity as any of them.
'Suddenly, health became top priority'
Anita Khiara, stay-at-home mum
My daughters are now 14 and 11, but when I 
separated, they were nine and six. Since we had 
lived abroad for a while, moving to Mumbai 
postdivorce made it more challenging. We were 
grappling with a whole different culture, for one. I 
didn't even realise my health was headed 
downward. At the time, it appeared like a bout of 
illness. In the first three months, I lost enough 
weight to drop to an unhealthy size zero. It was 
only when I ended up fracturing my arm that I 

realised my health was crying out for attention.
The consistent aches and pains, I realised, arose 
partly due to the stress that accompanies moving 
home, and of course, separating from someone 
you've been with for 12 years; 14 in my case if I 
count the courtship. No matter what anyone says, 
it's scary to be on your own after all those years. You 
wonder, will I be able to provide for us? Will my 
children be all right? Seeing my father cry, I 
remember, was very hard for me - the hurt that the 
divorce had caused him.
That I returned to a city where my siblings lived 
meant I could blend easily into their social circle. I 
found comfort in pouring my heart out to old friends. 
I sought out self-help literature. Carolyn Myss' Why 
People Don't Heal and How They Can helped me. 
There's a comprehensive table in the book that 
connects ailments to emotional issues.
Interestingly, after the split, since I was aware that I 
was the only one around for my kids, I began taking 
my health very seriously. I never missed an annual 
check-up and exercised regularly. That's a habit 
that has stayed with me.
'I made a career out of the split'
Nivedita Rawal, behavioural psychotherapist
Twenty six and pregnant with my second child when 
my husband sought divorce in 1991, I had hoped 
then for a reconciliation. It wasn't until 2004 that I 
finally gathered the courage to confide in extended 

family and friends about my single status. Single 
parenting is the toughest thing I have known, more 
so in the absence of family support. It was tough 
being mum and dad. The children's education, 
wellbeing, happiness. These became priority.
Although I had worked in corporate jobs in 
Singapore, I was uncomfortable with the idea of 
leaving the kids in the care of a maid. I was petrified 
of child molestation and other possibilities. So, I 
decided to pursue psychology and set up a private 
practice after acquiring a Master's degree and then 
a Doctorate while the children were still in senior 
school.
I'd be driving them back and forth from tuitions, I'd 
supervise their homework, and put up with the 
occasional last minute requests: 'Mommy, I need 
20 buttons for art work. Now.' I remember running to 
JW Marriott at 9 pm once to ask if I could buy the 
needle-and-thread home-kits they offer in 
guestrooms. I got 10 packets. The rest of the 
buttons the kids needed came off my shirts.
At one point, I supplemented my income by offering 
therapy to call centre employees during the 
graveyard shift. Social life was naturally sacrificed. 
In the last 23 years, I'd estimate that I must have 
attended about 10 social events. I did get into a 
relationship but ended it when I realised that he was 
not father material. Diwali, Christmas and Easter 
holidays were spent alone since the kids holidayed 
with their father.

But, having worked with single mothers who tend to 
develop acute depression, insomnia, even cancers 
and metabolic syndrome illnesses linked to diabetes, 
high blood pressure and heart conditions, I recognised 
my loneliness. I knew that I had to make a concerted 
effort to stay fit. I pursued Mallakhambh, yoga and 
swimming with dedication. It set the tone for the 
challenges that every day would bring.
Yes, I still continue to combat insomnia and some food 
intolerances. Today, I'm a step-parent too, blessed with 
four children and two puppies, and have a successful 
practice that boasts celebrity clientele.
'It's tough to stay fit as a sandwich generation member'
Ragashree Porecha, sales professional
I kicked off my career with a monthly pay cheque of Rs 
3,500 when I got divorced in 1995. It was a huge 
support to know that my family was there for my 
daughter. Still, there were heartbreaking moments 
when she'd complain that, unlike her, other kids always 
had mommy around. But by the time she got to the third 

grade, she began to feel pride in the fact that her mother 
was a successful professional.
Working had other advantages too. My first boss, with 
whom I worked for 15 years, was a bit of a health nut. 
She'd insist that I walk to work and back. Having been a 
juvenile diabetic, this helped me because otherwise, 
health would not have been priority. I know that, back 
then, I avoided visiting the doctor as far as possible. 
Health check-ups were erratic, but the walking kept my 
blood pressure and cholesterol levels in check.
Over the last two years, however, after the demise of my 
mother, I'm now responsible not just for my daughter but 
my father too. And with that, my fitness has taken a 
beating. My blood pressure shot up over the last nine 
months, and sugar levels were erratic. I've developed 
hypothyroidism and my shoulders freeze up sometimes. 
But I know this is temporary.With years of work 
experience at luxury brands, I hope to have a job waiting 
for me when I'm able to take it, and I am working on 
rebuilding my immunity.

Is loneliness making your pets depressed?
Owners of two-and-a-half-year-old Browny, whose habit of chasing her tail turned into a 24X7 

obsession, panicked and took her to a veterinarian. The vet directed them to an animal 
behaviourist who diagnosed Browny with boredom and separation anxiety. After months of 

treatment Browny's behaviour has turned normal.
Leaving your pets alone at home 
for long periods, ignoring them or 
spending insufficient time with 
them can take a toll on them and 
cause
serious health issues. In recent 
times many pets have been facing 
issues of separation anxiety, 
obsessive compulsive disorders 
and in extreme cases even self 
destructive behaviour, say city 
based pet psychologists and pet 
behaviourists.
Priti Chauhan, a pet behaviourist 
and therapist for the last 10 years, 
said, "Every week I get two to 
three similar cases. Along with 
treating the pets, we also counsel 
the owners so that they do not 
repeat the same mistakes. In 
most of these cases the pets get 
affected due to suffering caused 
by their owners leaving them 
alone at home for long durations. 
Some people even tie them up, 
confining them to one place and 
don't keep sufficient drinking water 
among other things."
Anagha Mal i ,  another  pet  
behaviourist informed, "There are 
various ways to know if a pet is 
suffering from these issues. 
Separation anxiety includes pets 
refusing to stay indoors, barking 

continuously, being destructive 
including chewing on furniture, 
soiling the house. In extreme 
cases  pe t s  s ta r t  hur t ing  
themselves by either licking and 
creating a wound, shadow 
chasing or tail chasing etc."
At times pets can also suffer due 
to other reasons, explained Priti. 
"Ensure that the pet is well fed, is 
done with his daily ablutions and 

has continuous access to water. 
Tying the pet is a no-no but if you 
have to, then make sure the place 
doesn't get direct sunlight. Also, 
it is important to stimulate the 
pet physically and mentally. 
Apart from regular exercises like 
walks, running or playing the 
ball which will drain him 
physically, ensure you take your 
pet to a nearby park, hill or any 
place outdoors where he can get 

to smell flowers, leaves, roads 
etc. That will stimulate his 
brain," she said.
Housewife Aarti Pednekar's case 
is an example of pets suffering 
due to other reasons. Aarti, who 
owns a six-year-old Labrador, 
Honey, narrated, "Though we are 
a family of four, Honey is most 
attached to me and becomes 
restless if I go out anywhere. 
Recently when I had gone out of 

town for a fortnight, she 
almost injured her front paw 
by licking it continuously. On 
consulting a behaviourist we 
realised she was suffering 
from separation anxiety. The 
behaviourist explained how 
important it is to engage other 
members of the family in 
taking care of the pet so that it 
feels attached to all."

Ve t e r i n a r y  s u rg e o n  a n d  
behaviour  counse l lo r  Dr  
Shivshankar Chikodi, said, "It is 
good to train your pet if you are 
going to leave him alone for long 
hours. The training can ideally 
start at two years of age. Initially 
one should start keeping the pet 
alone for a period of 15 minutes 
which can gradually be increased 
to two hours and longer.
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New Delhi.(Agency) But we are not getting the full term crore for FY27, with major investments 
quantities. We are getting around focused on the Bina petrochemical  State-owned oil marketing company 
45–46% of our term requirement project. According to the company, Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited 
because there are constraints in the around Rs11,000 crore has been on Wednesday said it has increased its 
Strait of Hormuz. The roughly 10% allocated towards refinery and spot purchase of crude oil to 60% due to 
shortfall is being met through spot petrochemical projects, including the the ongoing conflict in West Asia.
purchases. Initially, we had planned for Polypropylene project at Kochi, the The company, during its investor call for 
45% spot procurement, but now it is PRFCC project at Mumbai Refinery the fourth-quarter results, said it had 
around 60%,” said the company in an and the Bina project.For marketing initially planned to procure 45% of its 
investor call.BPCL further said that initiatives, including expansion of crude requirement through spot 
several grades of crude are available in retail outlets, infrastructure and supply purchases. However, disruptions in 
the spot market, but Russia continues to logistics, BPCL has earmarked around crude supply through the Strait of 
r e m a i n  t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  Rs10,000 crore. The company has also Hormuz — a key waterway that 
procurement. The company increased planned an equity infusion of around handles nearly 20% of global crude 
its Russian crude procurement from Rs2,250 crore into BPRL for ongoing supply and around 40% of India’s crude 
25% in Q3 to 31% in Q4 and said it upstream projects, while around imports — forced the company to raise 
continues to rise to bridge supply gaps Rs1,700 crore has been allocated spot purchases to 60%.
arising from the current geopolitical towards CGD network expansion. “At the beginning of the year, we had 
situation.The company also outlined a Overall, the total capital allocation for al located around 55% of our 
capital expenditure plan of Rs25,000 FY27 stands at Rs25,000 crore.requirement through term contracts. 

Silent listings? Why companies are 
going for confidential IPO filings

Can the rupee really crash to 
150 against the US dollar?

Nvidia's AI gold rush continues: Posts record 
revenue, announces $80 billion buyback

New Delhi.(Agency)
 stock markets opened higher on Thursday as 

easing crude oil prices and hopes of a possible 
peace deal between the US and Iran lifted 
investor sentiment.The BSE Sensex jumped 
345.02 points, or 0.46%, to 75,663.41 in early 
trade, while the NSE Nifty50 rose 131.30 
points, or 0.55%, to 23,790.30 as of 9:44 am.

Markets gained after crude oil prices cooled 
sharply overnight following comments by US 
President Donald Trump suggesting that 
negotiations with Iran may be nearing a 
conclusion.Brent crude oil prices, which had 
surged above USD 110 per barrel during the 
recent Iran conflict, slipped sharply on 
Wednesday and were trading near USD 105.87 
per barrel on Thursday morning. WTI crude 
was around USD 99.18 per barrel.The fall in 
crude oil prices is being seen as a positive sign 
for India, which imports a large share of its oil 
requirements.

CRUDE OIL, RUPEE REMAIN KEY FOCUS
Dr VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist 

at Geojit Investments Limited, said investors 
are closely watching crude oil prices and rupee 
stability.“The recent market movements 
indicate a buy on dips market construct. Buy on 
dips strategy has been working well,” he said.

He added that the decline in Brent crude prices 
was helping improve market sentiment.

“Brent crude declining to USD 106 this morning 
is a positive signal. Perhaps the market is taking 
cues from President Trump’s remark that ‘the 
conflict will end soon and oil prices would 
plummet’,” Vijayakumar said.However, he 
cautioned that markets would need stronger 
c o n f i r m a t i o n  b e f o r e  t u r n i n g  f u l l y  
optimistic.ALL MAJOR SECTORS TRADE 
HIGHERBuying was visible across sectors, 
with all 16 major sectoral indices trading in the 
green.Nifty Realty rose 1.14%, while Nifty 
Metal gained 0.92%. Nifty Media climbed 
0.75%, and Nifty Healthcare advanced 0.70%.

Financial stocks also supported the market, with 
Nifty Financial Services rising 0.50% and Nifty 
PSU Bank gaining 0.57%.Broader markets 
remained strong as well. Nifty Midcap100 was 
up 0.59%, while Nifty Smallcap100 climbed 
0.94%.India VIX, the market’s fear gauge, 
dropped 2.80%, indicating easing volatility.

WHICH STOCKS GAINED?
Among Sensex and Nifty stocks, IndiGo led the 

gains with a rise of more than 3%.
BEL jumped 2.44%, Asian Paints gained 1.59%, 

while Eternal rose 1.19%.

Sensex, Nifty open higher 
as crude oil eases on 

hopes of  Iran peace deal
energy prices, rising bond yields and the confidential route," he added.Under New Delhi.(Agency)
weaker capital flows into emerging Sebi's confidential filing mechanism, Rising tensions in West Asia are now 
markets like India. companies can privately submit their beginning to reshape India’s IPO 

draft red herring prospectus (DRHP) to This has made several companies market ,  with more companies 
the regulator without immediately cautious about publicly revealing reportedly considering confidential 
making business and financial sensitive financial and business details filings for their stock market debut as 

information public.The route uncertainty grips global financial 
gives firms greater flexibility to markets.Investment bankers and 
assess market conditions before legal experts have said that a 
formally launching their IPOs.growing number of IPO-bound 

HOW CONFIDENTIAL IPO firms are now exploring the 
FILINGS WORKconfidential filing route with the 

Securities and Exchange Board of Sebi introduced the confidential 
India (Sebi) instead of going filing route in November 2022, 
through the traditional public filing bringing India closer to IPO 
process. practices followed in markets such 

as the United States, United The shift comes at a time when crude 
Kingdom and Canada.oil prices remain elevated, the 

too early in the IPO process.rupee is hitting record lows, foreign Under this mechanism, companies first 
"Given that there is a lot of business investor sentiment remains weak and file documents privately with SEBI and 

uncertainty arising from the West Asia stock markets continue to see volatility engage with the regulator confidentialy 
crisis, this additional time is an due to the prolonged conflict in West during the review process.
important benefit for IPO bound Asia. The draft papers are eventually made 
companies," Pracheta Bhattacharya, WHY COMPANIES ARE TURNING public later in the IPO timeline before 
partner, JSA Advocates & Solicitors CAUTIOUS the issue opens for investors.
told The Economic Times (ET).Companies planning IPOs usually prefer One major advantage is the timeline 

"Additionally, companies in niche sectors stable market conditions because flexibility.Companies opting for the 
or the technology-led businesses do not uncertain markets  can impact  confidential route get an 18-month 
w a n t  t o  r e v e a l  c o n f i d e n t i a l  valuations, investor demand and listing window from SEBI’s final observations 
performance metrics at the DRHP per fo rmance .But  the  ongo ing  to launch their IPO, compared to 12 
stage, with limited deal certainty. For geopolitical tensions in West Asia have months under the traditional filing 
them, it's making perfect sense to go for created fears around inflation, higher route.

New Delhi,.(Agency)

TS Santhanam family-owned TSF Group, a branch of 
the TVS Group, on Wednesday announced a 
proposed joint venture with Bosch to manufacture 
next-generation electronically controlled air system 
products for trucks and buses in India.

The joint venture will have a 50:50 shareholding 
between TSF Group companies Wheels India and 
Brakes India.Globally, OEMs are increasingly 
shifting towards modular, electronically controlled 
air and braking platforms and suspension systems 
— segments that will form the core product 
portfolio of the joint venture.The JV will focus on 
the engineering, manufacturing and sale of 
electronically controlled and software-driven 
modules for air compression, air processing, air 
suspension and air parking brakes.The proposed 
venture seeks to combine Bosch’s strengths in 
electronics, software, sensing and control systems 
with the mechanical system design, pneumatic 
management architecture and manufacturing 
capabilities of Brakes India and Wheels India.

“As part of the TSF Group, Wheels India has been a 
pioneer in air suspension systems for buses in India 
for over three decades. Over this period, we have 
built strong relationships with both OEMs and end 
users through consistent product quality and 
service. We are pleased to collaborate with Bosch on 
this development initiative to advance electronic air 
suspension systems for global customers,” said 
Srivats Ram, chairman and managing director of 
Wheels India.Wheels India is a leading 
manufacturer of wheels for trucks, agricultural 
tractors, passenger vehicles and construction 
equipment, apart from air suspension systems for 
trucks and buses and industrial components for the 
construction and windmill industries. The company 
has manufacturing plants across Tamil Nadu, 
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 
Andhra Pradesh.

New Delhi.(Agency) 
Adani Power on Thursday said it has entered into 

definitive agreements to acquire a 24 per cent stake 
in Jaiprakash Power Ventures and other thermal 
assets from Jaiprakash Associates for about 
?4,193.59 crore.According to a regulatory filing, the 
company has also inked a Share Purchase 
Agreement for the acquisition of 24 per cent shares 
of Jaiprakash Power Ventures Ltd, held by 
Jaiprakash Associates.Further, Adani Power has 
ined a Business Transfer Agreement for the 
acquisition of the 180 MW thermal power plant of 
Jaiprakash Associates located in Churk and other 
related assets, including 11.49 per cent shares of 
Prayagraj Power Generation Company Ltd, held by 
Jaiprakash Associates.It stated that the consideration 
for 24 per cent of the shareholding of JPVL, held by 
JAL, stood at ?2,993.60 crore and for the 180 MW 
thermal power plant of JAL located in Churk and 
other related assets, including 11.49 per cent shares 
of Prayagraj Power Generation Company Ltd, held 
by JAL, is ?1,200 crore.On March 19, 2026, the 
company had intimated bourses that it had expressed 
its in-principle interest in becoming one of the 
"Implementing Entities" under the NCLT-approved 
resolution plan for Jaiprakash Associates Ltd.The 
company stated that as part of the implementation of 
the Approved Resolution Plan, the company has 
entered into these definitive agreements with JAL.

BPCL raises spot crude purchases to 
60% amid West Asia conflict

TSF Group announces JV with 
Bosch to make air 
suspension systems in India

Nvidia Q1 results: The chip giant 

reported another blockbuster 

quarter, posting record revenue 

and profit numbers as global 

technology companies continue 

spending heavily on AI 

infrastructure, data centres and 

advanced computing systems.

future growth even as competition in the firms are expected to spend more than from the market, often helping improve 
AI chip market intensifies.The results USD 700 billion on AI this year, up shareholder returns and signalling 
once again highlighted how Nvidia has sharply from around USD 400 billion in management confidence in long-term 
become the biggest beneficiary of the 2025. growth.The move comes at a time when 
global AI race. Nvidia’s market value has already surged That spending wave has directly boosted 

dramatically due to investor optimism RECORD REVENUE DRIVEN 

around artificial intelligence.BY AI DEMAND

The company also raised its dividend, Nvidia forecast second-quarter 
adding to positive sentiment among revenue of around USD 91 billion, 
investors.above Wall Street estimates of USD 

86.84 billion. JENSEN HUANG’S BIG AI BET 
The company’s earnings continue to CONTINUES TO PAY OFF

be closely watched globally Under CEO Jensen Huang, Nvidia has 
because Nvidia’s chips power most transformed from a gaming-focused 
of the world’s leading artificial chipmaker into the backbone of the 

New Delhi.(Agency) 
intelligence models and large data g l o b a l  A I  i n d u s t r y. I t s  h i g h -

The artificial intelligence boom continues 
centres.From ChatGPT-style AI performance GPUs are now used 

to mint money for the world's most 
tools to cloud computing and across cloud platforms, AI research 

valuable company, Nvidia.The chip giant 
enterprise AI systems, Nvidia labs, autonomous systems and 

on Wednesday reported another 
processors have become central to a d v a n c e d  e n t e r p r i s e  

blockbuster quarter, posting record 
the current AI expansion.Demand computing.Nvidia’s results are 

revenue and profit numbers as global Nvidia’s business, making it one of the for AI infrastructure has surged sharply increasingly being viewed as a health 
technology companies continue spending world’s most valuable companies.over the past two years, with major check for the broader AI economy 
heavily on AI infrastructure, data centres Alongside strong earnings, Nvidia technology companies including itself.Strong numbers from the company 
and advanced computing systems. announced an USD 80 billion share Alphabet, Amazon and Microsoft often indicate that spending on AI 

Nvidia also announced a massive USD 80 repurchase programme.A buyback allows continuing to pour massive investments infrastructure remains strong across the 
billion share buyback programme, companies to purchase their own shares into AI.According to estimates, Big Tech technology sector.
underlining the company’s confidence in 

Instant home services 
startups burn cash as 
competition intensifies

            

Adani Power to acquire 24% 
stake in JJPVL, key thermal 
assets for ?4,194 cr

Kolkata .(Agency)
India’s instant home services market is rapidly 

emerging as the next major battleground in the 
country’s consumer internet sector, with companies 
including Urban Company, Pronto and Snabbit 
pouring millions of dollars into ultra-fast domestic 
labour delivery even as losses mount and 
profitability remains uncertain. 

The shift marks the latest evolution of India’s quick-
commerce boom, where the promise of 10-minute 
grocery deliveries is now extending to household 
chores such as cleaning, dishwashing, laundry and 
meal preparation.Urban Company said its rapid-
response home services platform InstaHelp, 
launched only this financial year, delivered 2.7 
million orders and a net transaction value of Rs 40 
crore in the March quarter, with March alone 
crossing 1.1 million orders. The business reported an 
adjusted EBITDA loss of Rs 119 crore during the 
quarter as the company sharply increased spending 
on customer acquisition, supply onboarding and 
micro-market expansion.“We are investing to win, 
and we intend to stay ahead,” cofounder and chief 
executive Abhiraj Singh Bhal said during the 
company’s earnings call.The company’s aggressive 
push comes amid a surge of investor interest in 
instant home services startups. Earlier this month, 
Pronto raised $20 million in fresh funding from 
venture capitalist Lachy Groom, doubling its 
valuation to $200 million within two months. The 
company said its daily bookings had jumped from 
3,000 in December to more than 26,000 
currently.Snabbit, another fast-growing player in the 
segment, raised $56 million in April in a funding 
round led by Susquehanna Venture Capital, Mirae 
Asset Venture Investments and Bertelsmann India 
Investments. The company said it crossed one 
million monthly jobs in March.Recently, in a report, 
Morgan Stanley said combined monthly active users 
across Urban Company, Pronto and Snabbit reached 
10.4 million in March, underlining the rapid 
adoption of app-based home services.

Most economists will still rule out the viral 
prediction about the rupee hitting 150 
against the US dollar. But in a world 
shaped by wars, oil shocks and volatile 
capital flows, is the debate really that 
absurd anymore?

again amid escalating geopolitical appears increasingly comfortable 
tensions. The US dollar is strengthening. allowing gradual depreciation rather than 
American bond yields are surging. aggressively defending psychological 
Foreign investors are turning cautious on currency levels through large-scale 
emerging markets. And the rupee itself is intervention. Economists tracking the 
already under pressure as fears of currency market believe the RBI is now 
imported inflation and rising energy focused more on preventing disorderly 
costs return to the centre of market volatility than defending specific 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s . U n d e r  n o r m a l  exchange-rate levels.That shift matters 
circumstances, a prediction like “Rs 150 because it hanges how markets think 
per dollar” may have been dismissed as about rupee weakness.Not very long ago, 
internet sensationalism. But these are not even discussing a three-digit rupee-dollar 

New Delhi,.(Agency) and foreign capital leaves the rupee normal market conditions.India imports exchange rate sounded catastrophic. But 
 Rs 150 for one US dollar sounds less like an structurally exposed to external shocks. If the bulk of its crude oil requirements, former IMF Deputy Managing Director 

exchange rate and more like the kind of oil prices remain elevated for a prolonged making the rupee especially vulnerable and Harvard professor Gita Gopinath 
number associated with an economy in period while global investors continue whenever energy prices spiral higher. recently argued that a rupee touching 100 
deep trouble.Which is precisely why a rushing toward dollar assets, sustained Every sustained jump in crude widens the aga ins t  t he  do l l a r  shou ld  no t  
r e c e n t  p r e d i c t i o n  b y  f i n a n c e  rupee weakness could become difficult to country’s import bill, increases demand automatically be viewed as a crisis.Her 
commentator and Biz News+ founder avoid.for dollars, and puts fresh pressure on the point was not that a weakening rupee is 
Jayant Mundhra exploded across social MAKING SENSE OF THE RUPEE'S currency.That vulnerability is exactly harmless. Rather, it was that exchange 
media this week, triggering disbelief, FALLwhat Mundhra tapped into during his rates alone do not determine economic 
panic, memes and a surprisingly serious now-viral podcast appearance.His strength, especially during periods of The conversation around the rupee has 
debate about how vulnerable the rupee broader argument was that India’s global dollar dominance and elevated oil already shifted noticeably in recent 
really is if the global energy crisis dependence on imported energy, prices.But Rs 150 is an entirely different weeks.As India Today Digital noted in an 
deepens further.Oil prices are climbing electronics, technology infrastructure conversation.analysis, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
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But once again, their fielding let them down Kolkata. (Agency)  
Hardik Pandya did not try to hide Mumbai badly.The most frustrating moment came in 

Indians’ biggest problem after another the 10th over.Rovman Powell top-edged a 
crushing defeat ended their already pull shot off Hardik Pandya, and what 
disastrous IPL 2026 campaign even further. should have been a straightforward catch 
The MI captain admitted the franchise’s turned into complete confusion between 
repeated fielding failures throughout the Deepak Chahar and Robin Minz. Both 
season had badly hurt the team, saying fielders hesitated, neither committed 
dropped catches constantly left Mumbai properly, and the ball eventually dropped 
“chasing the game.”Mumbai Indians safely between them.It was exactly the kind 
slumped to another defeat against Kolkata of moment that has haunted Mumbai dropped a lot of catches, which obviously 
Knight Riders on May 20 at Eden Gardens, throughout IPL 2026.no one wants to do it. But in that part of the 

FIELDING ERRORS SUMMED UP MI’S a result that summed up much of their game, I think there is no hiding away. I 
HORROR SEASONmiserable season. After managing just four think if you get chances, if you want to win 

wins in 13 matches, MI now sit second-last Mumbai’s catching problems have followed games, you need to grab all the chances, 
on the IPL 2026 points table with only eight them almost the entire season.The even half chances as well," Hardik Pandya 
points and already eliminated from playoff franchise dropped five catches in a single said."But yeah, when you drop chances 
contention.Speaking after the defeat, game against Punjab Kings earlier in the which can change the game, it's always you 
Hardik openly admitted Mumbai’s fielding tournament, while multiple matches have are chasing the game," added the embattled 
standards had fallen well below the level sl ipped away because of missed PandyaAfter posting a below-par 147/8, MI 
required to compete consistently in the IPL. opportunities in the field.For a side that still managed to create moments during 

once built its dominance on discipline and "I think throughout the season, we've been KKR’s chase where they could have 
ruthlessness.quite poor in fielding. I think we have dragged themselves back into the contest. 

the responsibility of ensuring the opposition Varma, Hardik Pandya or Corbin Bosch to New Delhi. (Agency)  
did not claw their way back into the contest. dominate him.Narine strangled the MI How many times have we seen Sunil Narine 
With his trademark accuracy, subtle innings during the middle overs on a pitch weave a web around opposition batters and 
variations and relentless control, he never offering grip and turn. Using all his help Kolkata Knight Riders emerge 
allowed the batters to break free or shift the experience, the veteran spinner steadily victorious? How often has he stepped up 
momentum back in Mumbai’s favour. drained the momentum out of the contest exactly when KKR needed him the most? 

and forced the batters into survival There’s a reason the franchise has 
mode.continued to retain him year after year. 

Tilak looked uncomfortable from the The relationship has gone far beyond 
moment Narine entered the attack. The the IPL, with Narine also representing 
left-hander struggled to read both the several other Knight Riders franchises 
off-break and the deceptive carrom ball, ac ross  g loba l  T20  leaguesOn 
often getting rooted to the crease while Wednesday, Narine once again showed 
trying to pick the variation from why he is still regarded as one of the 
Narine’s hand. Even after Tilak greatest T20 spinners despite being well 
managed to break free with a slog sweep past his prime. He returned exceptional 
for six, Narine quickly tightened his figures of 4-0-13-1 and completely 
lines again and denied him any rhythm.strangled the Mumbai Indians batting 

line-up as KKR sealed a crucial four- Hardik also found it difficult to break the 
wicket win. Had Narine not applied the shackles. Narine repeatedly cramped 

HOW NARINE TIED DOWN MUMBAIbrakes in the middle overs, Kolkata could him for room while varying his pace 
No matter how batting-friendly a T20 pitch easily have ended up chasing something cleverly.  One sharp carrom bal l  

may be, conceding just one boundary in a around 165, a target that would have been straightened past Hardik’s outside edge, 
four-over spell says plenty about the control far from straightforward on a Kolkata showing how difficult Narine remained to 
and aura a bowler possesses. Sunil Narine surface that was not exactly a batting read. The breakthrough eventually came 
once again showed why batters still paradise.Yes, the Knight Riders had when Narine bowled a beautiful off-break 
approach him with caution, if not fear, as he already reduced Mumbai to 46 for four that spun through Hardik’s defence and 
bowled 16 dot balls and never allowed Tilak inside the powerplay, but Narine still had rattled the stumps.

IPL Play of the Day: Sunil Narine weaves 
his magic again to keep Kolkata afloat

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
The much-awaited 2026-27 domestic calendar 

was announced by the Indian cricket board 
(BCCI) on Wednesday with the U23 white 
ball competition and the inter-zonal 
university tournament for Vizzy Trophy 
being changed to T20 from 50-over per side 
format. The move by the richest cricket 
board could be a sign for big changes 
expected in future and former players, who 
now are coaches of successful domestic 
sides, see it as a positive step going forward.

"I think change is an essence of life and this is 
absolutely fine if it's going this way," former 
India batter Amay Khurasiya told this daily. 
With cricket officially returning to Olympics 
for the 2028 Los Angeles Games since its 
first appearance in 1900, the ex-flamboyant 
left-hand batter from Madhya Pradesh 
believed the move could have been taken 
keeping the new order in mind. "With time, I 
see the world playing more T20s and maybe 
T20s will take over as they are cricket's 
gateway to the Olympics also. This is my 
feeling and it's absolutely fine. If things are 
changing and everything is going into this 
mode, we just have to accept the way it is 
going to be," he opined.Usman Gani, 
Vidarbha head coach, who led the side to 
Ranji Trophy and historic Vijay Hazare title, 
echoed Khurasiya's sentiments. "The cricket 
world is changing with time being a big 
factor. It's a logical decision as talented U23 
cricketers can feature both in Vijay Hazare 
and Ranji Trophy to get the feel of both 
formats apart from playing T20 format. 
More importantly, it will help the players 
financially as the IPL scouts now have one 
more tournament to look out for talented 
youngsters," said Gani.

As per the calendar, the Men's U23 State A 
Trophy (Elite and Plate) will begin on 
December 1. The knockouts of the Elite 
category will be held from December 17 to 
23. The timing will be apt for U23 cricketers 
to showcase their skills ahead of the IPL 
auction, which is usually held during that 
time of the year.

Villarreal and now Aston Villa. most famous fan, who watched on Europe, Emery has built an unparalleled 
ecstatically as Villa lifted European legacy in the competition. He first dominated Villa dismantled Freiburg 3-0 in the final in 
silverware once again. the tournament with Sevilla, winning three Istanbul, capping off a stunning rise under 

consecutive titles between 2014 and Emery, who took charge of the club in 2022 
2016, before guiding Villarreal to glory when they were hovering dangerously close 
in 2021. Aston Villa have now become to the Premier League relegation zone. Less 
the latest club to benefit from his than four years later, he has transformed 
remarkable European touch.The Villa into one of England’s strongest sides, 
triumph also marked Villa’s first major guided them back into the Champions 
trophy since the League Cup in 1996, League and now delivered their first 
underlining just how dramatically the European trophy since 1982.Wednesday’s 
club has risen under the Spaniard.Emery performance was perhaps the perfect 
said after the game that he was proud to representation of Emery’s Aston Villa 
have elevated Aston Villa’s standing in project. They were organised without the 
Europe and insisted that the ambition ball, ruthless in transition and clinical in 
now was to establish the club among the New Delhi. (Agency)  front of goal, completely overwhelming 
Premier League elite while competing Freiburg on the biggest night of their Aston Villa won their maiden Europa League 

“Amazing night!! Huge congratulations to all strongly in the Champions League next season.“This final is the confirmation about title on Wednesday, May 20, under the 
the players, team, staff and everyone season.Villa captain John McGinn dedicated how we are progressing,” Emery told TNT guidance of Unai Emery, as the Spanish 
connected to the club! 44 years since the last the victory to supporters who stood by the Sports after the match. “Europe gave us a coach once again proved why he remains the 
taste of European silverware!” Prince club through some of the darkest moments in lot.”As the final whistle blew in Turkey, undisputed king of the competition. 
William posted on X.UNAI EMERY: MR recent history, including their three-year thousands of Aston Villa supporters erupted Remarkably, all five of Emery’s Europa 
EUROPA LEAGUE spell in the Championship between 2016 and in celebration inside the stadium. Among League triumphs have come with clubs 

Dubbed “Mr Europa League” by fans across 2019.them was Prince William, arguably the club’s carrying ‘Villa’ in their name - Sevilla, 

powered by the might of their batters and playing a big role at No.4.The bowling has Modi stadium.
the form of the bowlers, especially of been phenomenal in the powerplay phase, WHAT'S WRONG WITH RUTURAJ?

Jamie Overton along with the rest. But just with Kagiso Rabada and Mohammed Siraj When the prospect of seeing Sanju Samson 

when Chennai looked like getting away usually bowling their first three overs during and Ruturaj Gaikwad at the top became a 

from the rest, injuries would come in and reality, CSK fans were expecting a major 

pull them back. That happened with shift for them after the failure of the openers 

Overton, who was forced to head back last season.While Samson has gotten off the 

home with an injury. That ruined their blocks quickly, scoring 477 runs from 13 

plans and combination even more, matches with two hundreds to his name. He 

resulting in two straight losses.The last has a strike-rate of 166.20 and an average of 

one against Sunrisers Hyderabad has now 47.7.But at the same time, Ruturaj has 

left them in a very precarious spot. Even scored 321 runs from 13 matches with an 

with a win, their place for the playoff isn't average of 29.18 and a strike-rate of 120.67. 

guaranteed. Rajasthan Royals and Punjab He has only managed 28 boundaries and 10 
Ahmedabad. (Agency)  Kings can still go above them. Even the sixes during the same time. To give context, 

that time.Rashid Khan's form and Prasidh For Chennai Super Kings, Ahmedabad brings Delhi Capitals can catch them also on 14 Finn Allen smoked 10 maximums during his 
Krishna always being amongst the wickets in a lot of good memories. On a rainy couple points.A loss means a direct knockout and a outing against GT.Probably a knock that 
has helped. But they do have a few things to of nights in 2023, they defeated the Gujarat third season of missing out on the playoffs. summed up the struggles for the Chennai 
iron out before the playoffs.Also a win will Titans to win their fifth title. It almost They won't be having the noise around MS skipper was his outing against SRH. He 
strengthen their chances to finish in the top seemed like they will race ahead of the rest in Dhoni, who has returned home to Ranchi scored 15 runs from 21 balls, with all of them 
two and play in the qualifier 1 in terms of trophies and establish their ahead of the final league game.For the coming via singles.While Stephen Fleming 
Dharamsala. So they will get a chance to dynasty.But CSK now find that destiny isn't Gujarat Titans, their qualification was sealed and the CSK management remain firmly 
have two cracks at reaching the final, even if in their hands at the moment. After a poor with CSK's loss to SRH and Shubman Gill behind their skipper, he needs to start letting 
they lose and escape from the heat that is start as they lost the first three games, the would be pleased with a lot of things from his the bat do the talking on Thursday.In the 
taking over the north.So, with a lot on the line five-time IPL champions were able to find side. With the bat, Gill, Sai Sudharsan and three matches Ruturaj has played at the 
for both sides, we can expect a scintillating their mojo and went on a run that got them Jos Buttler have once again been the main Narendra Modi stadium, he has scored 118 
clash under the bright lights at the Narendra close to playoff contention.This was aggregators, with Washington Sundar runs with a highest of 92. 

GT vs CSK preview: Can Chennai keep their 
stuttering hopes alive in Ahmedabad?

Hardik Pandya rues fielding collapse 
behind MI's disastrous IPL 2026 season

New Delhi. (Agency)  
There is a particular kind of cricketer who never 

gets the biography, rarely gets the 
documentary, but always, always, seems to be 
around when it matters. Manish Pandey is that 
cricketer. KKR vs MI: Highlights | Scorecard

On Wednesday night at Eden Gardens, in a must-
win game against Mumbai Indians, he did what 
he has quietly done for two decades, 
contributed in every way imaginable, without 
fuss, without fanfare. A catch in the ring. A 
steadying hand at the crease. 45 runs on a pitch 
that made run-scoring feel like hard 
labour.Manish Pandey has featured in all 19 
seasons of the Indian Premier League. He 
shares that distinction with exactly three others 
— Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma, and MS Dhoni. 
The names require no introduction. Between 
them, they have amassed thousands of 
international appearances, World Cup medals, 
and enough records to fill an encyclopedia.

Manish Pandey, by contrast, played 29 ODIs and 
39 T20Is. His international career never quite 
caught the fire that everyone who watched him 
bat in his prime felt it should. While his three 
contemporaries scaled Everest, Pandey quietly 
climbed smaller mountains — doing it again, 
and again, and again.In the last six seasons, he 
has managed just 28 innings. He last played a 
full IPL season way back in 2020, for Sunrisers 
Hyderabad. He is 36 years and 263 days 
old.Wednesday began before the batting even 
started. Chasing a catch inside the ring — the 
kind high and swirling, the sort that younger 
fielders misjudge. Pandey settled under it with 
the calm authority of a man who has caught a 
thousand of them. Earlier in the season, he had 
taken a catch against RCB that Shane Watson, 
KKR's assistant coach, says will be in 
contention for Catch of the Season.NOT SURE 
HOW HE'S DOING IT'

When Watson speaks about Pandey, the 
admiration is unguarded.

The forgotten IPL OG: How 
cricket repaid Manish 

Pandey in Kolkata

CHENNAI. (Agency)  
In a move that aligns perfectly with his 

detached approach to this season’s away 
fixtures, Mahendra Singh Dhoni has 
reportedly packed his bags and departed for 
Ranchi on the exact day Chennai Super Kings 
face Gujarat Titans in their final league stage 
match.The legendary former captain left the 
team hotel and has already reached his 
hometown, according to ESPNCricinfo. The 
44-year-old maestro will only rejoin the 
squad if CSK manage to navigate the 
mathematical minefield required to secure a 
spot in the playoffs.The move comes as no 
surprise to close observers, given that Dhoni 
has strictly avoided travelling for away 
games this season, making his solitary 
exceptional road trip to Lucknow earlier this 
month the lone outlier.CSK batting coach 
Mike Hussey later confirmed the reason 
behind Dhoni’s complete unavailability for 
the crucial clash in Ahmedabad, revealing 
that the veteran has picked up a fresh, painful 
thumb injury. This development sheds clear 
light on why Dhoni was spotted with a 

heavily taped thumb during CSK's recent 
m a t c h  a g a i n s t  S u n r i s e r s  
Hyderabad—notably the only game this 
entire IPL 2026 season where he actually 
came out to the ground for his home fans at 
Chepauk.For the yellow army, Dhoni’s 
departure is a pragmatic conclusion to a 
campaign that has entirely passed him by on 
the pitch. Sidelined by a stubborn calf injury 
sustained just before the tournament opener, 
and now worsened by the thumb issue, Dhoni 
has not played a single game in IPL 
2026.While he has remained a looming 
presence in the dugout during home matches, 
he has spent the season dressed in training 
gear rather than matchday yellow, leaving a 
gaping void in the middle order. The 
emotional crescendo of this underlying 
retirement saga reached its peak earlier this 
week at the M.A. Chidambaram Stadium.

Following CSK's disappointing five-wicket 
defeat to Sunrisers Hyderabad, the team 
conducted their  tradit ional lap of 
appreciation to thank the Chepauk faithful.

BCCI's domestic 
outlook: Focus on T20s

No trip to Ahmedabad? MS 
Dhoni heads to Ranchi on 

CSK's final matchday

Aston Villa won their first Europa 

League title on Wednesday, May 

20, under the coaching of  Unai 

Emery. This was the Spanish 

coach's fifth Europa trophy, 

funnily with clubs having 'Villa' in 

their name.

IPL 2026: Destiny isn't in the hands of 

CSK as they look to keep their fading 

playoff hopes alive in Ahmedabad 

against GT. Gujarat will be aiming to 

get back to winning ways and tighten 

up their performance in front of their 

home crowd.

V for victory, V for Villa: Emery's 
Europa League magic strikes again
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