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Ahmedabad:As the monsoon
season approaches and prepa-
rations for Chaturmas inten-
sify, an alleged extortion
syndicate accused of targeting
revered Jain monks through
fake and morphed pho-
tographs has come under seri-
ous legal scrutiny. Following
a forensic investigation that
reportedly gave a “100% clean
chit” to Surat Vesu’s Acharya
Shri Sagar Chandra Sagar Sur-
ishwarji Maharaj Saheb, an of-
ficial police complaint has
now been registered in Mad-
hya Pradesh against several
accused individuals.The ac-
cused — identified as Jagat
Parekh, Hardik Hundia,
Vikram Bafna, and Kalpesh
Singhvi — are alleged to have
operated an organized black-
mailing network using news-
papers, social media
platforms, and manipulated
content to spread fear within
the Jain community and extort
crores of rupees.Allegations of
Organized Defamation and
ExtortionAccording to com-
munity sources, the accused
allegedly circulated fake and
digitally altered images of Jain
saints in an attempt to damage
their reputation and create
controversy during the sensi-
tive Chaturmas period. The al-
leged conspiracy is said to

have collapsed after a high-
level forensic examination ini-
tiated under the guidance of
Gachhadhipati Shri Narde-
vsagar Surishwarji Maharaj
Saheb reportedly concluded
that the viral images were
completely fabricated.The
revelations triggered outrage
across sections of the Jain
community, with many calling
the alleged acts an attack on
faith, religious dignity, and so-
cial harmony.Madhya Pradesh
Police Begin Legal ActionFol-
lowing continued circulation
of disputed material online,

legal action has now been ini-
tiated in Madhya Pradesh. Po-
lice are reportedly
investigating the accused indi-
viduals’ social media ac-
counts, IP addresses, and
suspicious financial transac-
tions connected to the alleged
blackmail operation.Legal ex-
perts believe that if charges re-
lated to organized extortion,
digital forgery, and defama-
tion are substantiated, the ac-
cused could face stringent
legal consequences under non-
bailable provisions.Key De-
velopments in the CaseFIR

Registered in Madhya
Pradesh: Police action
has officially begun
against the alleged syn-
dicate.Focus on Main
Accused: Jagat Parekh
and Hardik Hundia are
reportedly under active
scrutiny.Forensic Find-
ings: The viral pho-
tographs in question
were allegedly proven
fake during forensic
examination.Commu-
nity Reaction: Jain or-
ganizations and
followers have ex-
pressed strong anger
and are demanding
strict punishment for
those involved.Grow-
ing Anger Within Jain
CommunityMembers
of the Jain community
have described the al-

leged conspiracy as a direct
assault on the sanctity of Jain
saints and institutions. Several
religious groups are now de-
manding social boycott and
strict legal punishment for
anyone found guilty of manip-
ulating content for extortion or
defamation.Community lead-
ers say this FIR is only the be-
ginning of a larger legal battle
and have vowed to continue
pursuing the matter until all
alleged conspirators are
brought to justice under the
law.

Chaturmas Sabotage Backfires
FIR Filed in MP Against Syndicate Accused of Extortion

Through Morphed Photos; Jain Community in No-Compro-
mise Mode, Countdown Begins for Alleged Blackmailers
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Noida.(Agency) Several wards, however, reported no 
disconnections during the campaign, The MCG disconnected 195 illegal water 
including wards 1, 5, 6, 9, 11, 14, 18, 19, connections across 36 wards during an 
22, 24, 26, 32, 35 and 36, indicating enforcement drive carried out between 
uneven enforcement across the city.April and May, while also issuing 30 

challans and recovering around Rs 1.29 “The campaign is aimed at curbing water 
lakh in penalties for water misuse, theft, reducing non-revenue water losses 
according to civic body data. and improving supply management. 

Inspections and enforcement will Ward 34 recorded the highest number of 
continue in the coming months,” an MCG disconnections, with 67 unauthorised 
official said.The drive comes amid water connections cut during the drive. 
mounting pressure on the civic body’s Ward 27 followed with 25 disconnections, 
wa te r  f i nances .  MCG recen t ly  while ward 7 recorded 19. Other major 
implemented revised water tariffs for enforcement actions included 10 
2024-27, introducing an annual hike of disconnections in ward 8, nine in ward 16, 
around 5% across residential, commercial, eight in ward 29, and seven each in wards 
industrial and institutional categories 20, 21 and 25.Despite the large number of 
from April 1.The corporation has disconnections, only 30 challans were 
increased the allocation for bulk water issued across the city during the review 
purchases from GMDA by 35% to Rs 135 period.Ward 25 generated the highest 
crore for 2026-27. However, officials said penalty amount, with five challans challans, collecting Rs 18,000. Additional 
MCG spent over Rs 260 crore on bulk leading to recovery of Rs 75,500. Ward 16 recoveries included Rs 4,000 in ward 20, 
water procurement in 2025-26, far recorded nine challans amounting to Rs Rs 2,500 in ward 32, and Rs 2,000 each in 
exceeding its budget estimates.25,000, while ward 4 also issued nine wards 12 and 17.

Centre’s team inspects 
pollution drive in Gurgaon

MCG cuts 195 illegal water connections, 
recovers Rs 1.29 lakh in penalties

Gurgaon swelters under intense heat, records 
maximum temperature at 42°C, season’s highest

Gurgaon.(Agency)
  A 37-year-old assistant bank manager 

died after he allegedly slipped and fell 
into a shaft from the 15th floor of a high-
rise residential society in Sector 52 on 
Sunday morning.The victim, Adil 
Ahmed Khan, a resident of Sushant 
Estate in Gurgaon, was employed as an 
assistant manager with J&K Bank, 
police said.According to police, the 
incident took place around 10 am when 
Khan went to the terrace of the 
residential building to dry mats and 
carpets. During the process, he lost his 
balance and slipped near the edge of the 
terrace, falling into the shaft from the 
15th floor. He lived on the 12th floor of 
the building.Police received a call 
around 11 am about a man falling from 
the building.Residents of the society 
alerted security personnel and police 
after hearing a loud noise. “A police 
team from the local police station 
reached the spot and took Khan to a 
nearby hospital, where doctors declared 

him dead on arrival,” an officer 
said.Police said preliminary inquiry 
indicated it was an accidental fall. “No 
foul play has surfaced so far during the 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n , ”  t h e  o f f i c e r  
added.Officers added that statements of 
family members and residents of the 
society were being recorded.“The 
victim went to the terrace to dry carpets 
and mats. During the process, his leg 
slipped and he fell into the shaft. Further 
proceedings are underway,” an officer 
privy to the investigation said.The body 
was later sent for post-mortem 
examination and handed over to the 
family after the procedure.Police said 
they were examining CCTV footage 
installed in and around the building to 
ascertain the sequence of events. An 
inquest proceeding under Section 194 
of BNSS was initiated.

News box

Biryani vendor killed in 
Farukhnagar hit-and-run

GURGAON.(Agency)
A 28-year-old biryani vendor was killed in a hit-and-run 

accident near Bittu Dhaba in Farukhnagar late Saturday 
night. Police have registered an FIR against an 
unidentified driver under relevant sections of the BNS.

The victim, Govind, was a native of Dhar Nihawa village 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Siddharth Nagar district. He had been 
living in Sultanpur village in Gurgaon, where he 
operated a biryani cart.According to the complaint filed 
by his elder brother, Deepak Chauhan, the accident took 
place around 11pm on May 17. Deepak, who runs a food 
cart in Palwal, alleged that an unidentified vehicle hit 
Govind while being driven rashly and at high speed near 
Bittu Dhaba.Govind was rushed to Government 
Hospital in Sector 10, where doctors declared him dead. 
After receiving information about the incident, Deepak 
reached the hospital and identified the body.Based on 
the complaint, Farukhnagar police registered a case 
under Sections 106 (causing death by negligence) and 
281 (rash driving) of the BNS.Police said they received 
information about the death from the hospital on Sunday, 
following which investigating officer SI Hawa Singh 
and his team visited the hospital and collected medico-
legal documents.

Investigators later inspected the accident site and gathered 
evidence. Police said efforts are underway to identify 
the offending vehicle and trace the driver. Further 
investigation is in progress.

including road improvement sites, the Gurgaon.(Agency)
C&D waste collection point at Begampur  Amid concerns over worsening air quality 
Khatola and the C&D waste processing in Delhi-NCR, a team from the Union 
plant at Basai village.At the Basai facility, ministry of housing and urban affairs 
officials briefed the team on the conducted a field review of pollution-
processing and disposal mechanism for control measures in the city on Monday. 
construction waste, a major contributor to The team inspected road-cleaning 
particulate pollution in NCR cities. The ope ra t ions ,  cons t ruc t ion  was t e  
team also reviewed arrangements to management  sys tems and c ivic  
prevent illegal dumping of debris, an infrastructure works.
issue that continues to plague several Led by Prashant Tiwari, director (technical) 
parts of the city.Sources said the field of the ministry, the team first held a 
inspection was aimed at assessing review meeting at the MCG office with 
whether pollution-control measures additional commissioner Ravinder Yadav 
claimed on paper were actually visible on and other officials. It sought updates on operating on major roads during night 
the ground. The visit comes at a time when road improvement projects, deployment hours to reduce dust pollution. “Another 
the Centre is intensifying monitoring of of mechanised road-sweeping machines 52 sweeping machines are proposed to be 
urban local bodies across NCR over and management of construction and inducted to strengthen road-cleaning 
pers i s ten t  dus t  po l lu t ion ,  poor  demolition (C&D) waste. operations,” said an MCG official.
construction waste handling and weak MCG officials informed the team that 19 After the meeting, the team conducted 
enforcement of environmental norms.mechanised road-sweeping machines are inspections at multiple locations, 

average maximum temperature across across Haryana rose by 0.7°C, though risk to extreme heat” category. Chitale GURGAON.(Agency)
Haryana rose by 1.9°C on Monday IMD said it remained near normal said districts such as North West Delhi   Heatwave conditions intensified across 
compared to the previous day and overall.The prevailing weather system and New Delhi have recorded around Haryana on Monday, with Sirsa 
remained 2.9°C above normal for this includes a western disturbance in the three to four additional very warm nights recording the season’s highest  
time of the year.Rohtak recorded 45.2°C, form of a cyclonic circulation over north annually during 2012–2022 compared to temperature in the state at 46.2°C. 
Hisar 44.4°C, Narnaul 44.3°C and Iran and adjoining areas at around 5.8 km the 1982–2011 baseline.“Rising warm Several areas recorded a heat wave on 
Bhiwani 44°C. Gurgaon recorded a above mean sea level, IMD said. The nights are particularly concerning Monday. A “heatwave” is declared when 
maximum temperature of 42°C, the department has also forecast the onset of because they reduce the body’s ability to the maximum temperature exceeds 40 
highest maximum of the season on southwest monsoon over Kerala around recover from daytime heat stress,” he degrees Celsius and is at least 4.5 
Monday.Several other stations across May 26, with a model error margin of said.Chitale said cities need to move notches above the average temperature 
south Haryana and NCR remained above four days.Climate experts said the beyond reactive responses and for a season. When the maximum 
the 42°C mark, including Jhajjar at current spell reflects growing long-term operationalise Heat Action Plans temperature rises above 6.4 degrees 
42.8°C, Bawal in Rewari at 42.7°C, heat vulnerability in Delhi-NCR.“The through measures such as heat-health Celsius above the average, IMD labels it 
Mandkola in Mewat at 42.6°C and India Meteorological Department has early warning systems, cooling centres, as a “severe heatwave”.According to 
Mahendragarh AWS at 43.1°C.Night forecast heatwave conditions across water access and protection for outdoor IMD, weather across Haryana is likely to 
temperatures also remained elevated northwest and central India, with Delhi workers. Long-term investments in cool remain dry over the next seven days and 
across parts of the state. Gurgaon expected to experience temperatures of roofs, urban greening, restoration of maximum temperatures are expected to 
recorded a minimum temperature of 43–45°C during 18–20 May. This water bodies and heat-resilient rise gradually by another 2°C to 3°C 
23.5°C, while the NorthCap University reflects the growing heat risk in the infrastructure were also necessary, he during the period. The department 
AWS station recorded 27.2°C. Ambala national capital,” Vishwas Chitale, added.He further said that since 2024, issued a heatwave warning for isolated 
recorded a minimum temperature of Fellow at the Council on Energy, heatwaves have become eligible for places in Haryana from May 18 till May 
28.7°C and Bhiwani 29°C. The lowest Environment and Water (CEEW), said. f inancing under State Disaster  24.
minimum temperature in Haryana was Management Funds, creating an According to CEEW’s district-level Heat The forecast also said strong surface winds 
21°C at Canal Rest House Saragthal in opportunity for states and cities to Risk assessment, more than half of are likely at isolated places during the 
Sonipat district.As compared to Sunday, strengthen preparedness and mitigation Delhi’s districts fall under the “very high next seven days.IMD data showed the 
the average minimum temperature measures scientifically.

Assistant bank manager dies 
after falling from 15th floor 

while drying carpets

Haryana makes Rs 5L accident 
insurance must for cab passengers

Noida.(Agency)
 With the monsoon less than two months away, 

residentsAfter pursuing a complaint for nine years, a 
Delhi resident has finally secured relief from the district 
consumer commission in Noida. The commission 
asked Dell Technologies and the online platform that 
sold the laptop to refund the cost of the device with 
interest and also pay litigation costs after it developed 
defects within the claimed warranty period.

Rachit Gupta had purchased a Dell Inspiron laptop online 
for Rs 57,079 through the Android app of Paytm Mobile 
Solutions on March 14, 2016. Within a few months, the 
laptop stopped getting charged and the display also 
conked off, prompting Gupta to visit the Dell service 
centre. He got to know from the service centre that the 
laptop was a refurbished one.Gupta filed an application 
with the district consumer commission on April 26, 
2017. He alleged the manufacturer, the online e-
commerce platform and other parties were involved in 
the sale of refurbished laptops as first-hand material. He 
filed a case of cheating and forgery. The district 
commission rejected his application on June 2, 2022. 
Gupta then challenged the order at the state consumer 
commission in Lucknow.Ruling in his favour, the state 
commission set aside the judgment and remanded the 
case to the district commission, asking it to restore the 
complaint to its original number and decide the 
complaint afresh.While revisiting the case, the 
president of the district commission, Anil Kumar 
Pundir, and member Anju Sharma noted that the seller 
had contested the complaint mainly on the ground that it 
is merely an online marketplace and provides a 
platform for third-party sellers. The manufacturer, on 
the other hand, contended that the laptop in question 
was originally sold in Thailand, was brought to India 
through parallel grey market import and was tampered 
with by a third party, replacing original components 
with non-genuine parts. Therefore, Dell India is not 
liable to provide warranty support.The commission 
noted that these defence arguments do not take away the 
essential nature of the dispute that Gupta had paid for a 
branded laptop and was supplied a product which, 
according to the material on record, was defective and 
contained duplicate parts. 

 

enrolled with such aggregators can Gurgaon.(Agency)
continue.This effectively shuts the door Haryana govt has tightened the rules for cab 
on adding new petrol and diesel-run aggregators, making it compulsory for 
vehicles to such fleets in NCR. A senior them to provide passengers an insurance 
govt official clarified that the restriction cover of at least Rs 5 lakh — a significant 
applies only to aggregators and delivery financial safeguard in case of an accident 
platforms, not to private vehicle buyers.or any untoward incident such as robbery 

Another official pointed out that most during a ride.
existing cab and auto fleets are already The decision was taken on Monday at a 
compliant in this regard. “Most cabs and cabinet meeting on a wider overhaul of 
autos in NCR are already running on aggregator licence rules in the state. The 
CNG and electric. Only some two-policy also mandated a minimum health 
wheelers are still on petrol. That insurance cover of Rs 5 lakh and term 
transition is also underway,” the official insurance of Rs 10 lakh for onboarded 
said.drivers. The same insurance protection 

The framework also makes licensing will apply to delivery partners as well.
mandatory for aggregators and delivery While the state govt approved the rules with 
service providers, and lays down immediate effect, it is still not clear 

frequently uses app-based cabs in the that joined platforms between Jan and onboarding norms for drivers and whether passengers will be charged for 
absence of a robust public transport May.A major environmental condition vehicles, passenger safety measures, this cover or they will have the choice to 
network.The new rules — approved has also been built into the policy. grievance redressal systems, refresher opt out — as is common in flights and 
under the Haryana Motor Vehicles Rules, training, cybersecurity compliance for From now on, only vehicles running on trains.A senior functionary at a leading 
1993, in line with Union road transport apps and fre regulation.clean fuel — CNG, electric, battery-cab aggregator said the company would 
ministry’s guidelines and directions of the operated or any other approved source — Vehicles under these platforms must also first study the govt order before deciding 
Commission for Air Quality Management can be added to the fleets of cab and carry location tracking devices, panic on how the insurance would be built into 
— apply to both aggregators providing transport aggregators, delivery service but tons,  f i rs t -a id  ki ts  and f i re  operations. “We will go through the 
passenger services as well as vehicles providers and e-commerce companies in extinguishers. Aggregators will have to notification in detail and then decide the 
used by delivery service providers and e- NCR. In the case of three-wheelers and run 24x7 control rooms and call centres, scheme of things,” the official added.
commerce companies. Though the policy auto-rickshaws, only CNG or electric digitally verify drivers and vehicles For commuters, however, the move offered 
mentions “Jan 1, 2026” as the cutoff date, vehicles will be allowed to join existing through the Vahan and Sarathi portals, some reassurance. “At least there will 
officials clarified that it would come into fleets.This means anyone wanting to join and maintain detailed digital records. The now be some financial support if 
effect from Tuesday. The policy also does an e-delivery platform will have to use an licensing process will be handled through something goes wrong during a ride. That 
not clarify what will happen to vehicles electric bike. However, those already cleanmobility.haryanatransport.gov.in.is a relief,” said a city resident who 

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 With Haryana’s ongoing census exercise suffering 

significant disruption across six districts, authorities 
have initiated action against employees who failed to 
report for duty.Over a hundred govt employees — total 
116 — are likely to face criminal action. A majority of 
these officials are govt school teachers.The 
administration has already filed FIRs against 36 govt 
employees, while notices have been issued to 80 more, 
against whom FIRs are also being prepared. In Gurgaon, 
cases were filed against 10 officials on Monday. The 
govt has clarified that FIRs will be followed by 
suspension proceedings.Officials said that despite being 
assigned enumeration work, many employees did not 
turn up, leading to delays and obstacles in the census 
process. Lists have already been handed over to the 
police for FIR registration — 19 employees in Gurgaon, 
22 in Faridabad and 18 in Sonipat. In Panchkula, 21 
employees have been issued notices.Employees, 
however, say they have been overburdened with 
multiple responsibilities. Many are required to manage 
voter list revision (SIR), census duties and school work 
simultaneously. Census teams also face resistance in the 
field, with residents frequently asking suspicious 
questions or refusing to provide information. Several 
videos circulating online show workers being turned 
away by locals citing fears of “data leaks.”

With over 15,000 teaching posts vacant in Haryana’s 
schools, the burden on existing staff has increased 
sharply. In multiple schools, only one teacher is posted 
— and even that teacher has been assigned to census 
duty. In Panipat, the entire staff of several schools has 
been deputed as enumerators, raising concerns about 
normal academic functioning.

“We are struggling with the load of three parallel duties — 
voter list revision, census work and school 
responsibilities — without additional allowance or 
compensation,” said a school teacher engaged in census 
work. Some have submitted medical reasons: one 55-
year-old teacher wrote that due to arthritis, climbing 
stairs causes severe swelling in her legs. Others cited 
allergy to heat. The officials also alleged the location 
assigned to them is far away from their home and school 
and they have not been provided with any logistical 
support.

Enumerators also claim that locals often refuse to share 
information. A video from Julana shows residents 
declining to provide household details and alleging risk 
of data leakage.

FIRs against 36 officials as 
census faces delay in 
Haryana

Forum asks Dell to refund 
laptop cost to man who 
bought it 9 years ago

CMYK
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New Delhi. Senior BJP leader and social

worker Shri Bhanwar Singh Palada met De-

fence Minister  and Lok Sabha Speaker  dur-

ing his visit to Delhi. Various issues related to

national interest, organizational activities,

youth power, and the current political sce-

nario were discussed during the meeting.Dur-

ing the interaction, Bhanwar Singh Palada

said that under the leadership of Prime Min-

ister , the country is continuously moving to-

wards development and self-reliance. He

stated that Prime Minister Modi’s nationalist

vision, public welfare schemes, and develop-

ment-oriented ideology are reaching every

section of society, strengthening people’s trust

and support for the BJP across the

nation.Bhanwar Singh Palada further said that

BJP workers are dedicatedly serving the na-

tion and society, while continuously working

to spread the organization’s ideology among

the masses. He described the guidance of sen-

ior leaders as inspirational and emphasized

that national interest and organizational

strength remain the top priority.Political cir-

cles are considering this meeting significant.

Supporters believe that Bhanwar Singh Pal-

ada has been consistently playing an active

role between the organization and society, and

his public outreach and political influence are

steadily growing stronger.

BJP Leader Bhanwar Singh Palada Meets
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Lok

Sabha Speaker Om Birla

Mahanagar Metro

Amirgadh / Panthawada / Ambaji /

Dhanera | Gujarat. Serious allegations of

corruption and organized illegal liquor smug-

gling have surfaced from Gujarat’s Banaskan-

tha border region, where locals and internal

sources claim that bootlegging networks are

allegedly operating under the protection of in-

fluential middlemen and corrupt officials.Ac-

cording to explosive claims highlighted in an

investigative report by Meghnagar Metro

News, a powerful intermediary known locally

as “Shoorveer” is allegedly controlling illegal

activities across the Amirgadh, Panthawada,

Ambaji, and Dhanera border belts. The report

alleges that large-scale liquor trafficking, drug

movement, and illegal financial collections

are taking place openly despite Gujarat’s pro-

hibition laws.Borders Turned Into “Entry

Gates” for Illegal Trade?Sources quoted in

the report allege that schedules for liquor-

loaded trucks and containers entering Gujarat

are allegedly being coordinated through a

well-organized network operating along the

border. The allegations suggest that massive

consignments of alcohol and narcotics are

moving through the region while law enforce-

ment agencies remain silent.Questions are

now being raised by local residents regard-

ing:Why repeated complaints have allegedly

produced no visible action.Whether powerful

protection networks exist within the

system.How illegal liquor and narcotics con-

tinue crossing heavily monitored borders.The

report further claims that substances includ-

ing charas, ganja, and chemical drugs are also

being trafficked through these routes, raising

concerns about the safety of Gujarat’s

youth.Allegations Against Police Links and

MiddlemenOne of the most controversial

claims in the report revolves around alleged

links between the intermediary “Shoorveer”

and certain officials connected to the Local

Crime Branch (LCB). Though no official

confirmation has been issued by authorities,

the report alleges that monthly illegal collec-

tions worth crores are distributed through a

chain extending from local police units to

senior administrative offices.Anonymous

sources quoted in the report claim that:Illegal

weekly collections are allegedly routed

through multiple layers.Border checkpoints

have become “toll collection points” for

smugglers.Powerful protection allegedly pre-

vents action against the network.These claims

remain allegations at this stage and have not

yet been independently verified by authorities

or a court of law.Public Anger Growing

Across BanaskanthaThe controversy has trig-

gered anger among sections of the local pop-

ulation, who are now demanding intervention

from Gujarat’s State Monitoring Cell (SMC)

and higher authorities in Gandhinagar.Citi-

zens are questioning why strict enforcement

is applied against ordinary violations, while

alleged large-scale smuggling networks con-

tinue functioning openly.Key Highlights from

the InvestigationAllegations of organized

liquor smuggling through Banaskantha bor-

ders.“Shoorveer” named as a key alleged in-

termediary operating the network.Claims of

protection from influential officials and ad-

ministrative links.Demands for immediate

SMC and Home Department

intervention.Public calls for strict investiga-

tion into corruption and border security fail-

ures.Pressure Mounts on State AgenciesWith

public scrutiny intensifying, all eyes are now

on Gujarat’s enforcement agencies and the

State Monitoring Cell. The coming days may

determine whether these allegations lead to a

high-level crackdown or become another con-

troversial chapter in Gujarat’s ongoing battle

against organized bootlegging and narcotics

trafficking.The report also claims that further

exposés, including alleged links between

bootleggers, middlemen, and hotel-based fi-

nancial dealings, may emerge in upcoming

investigations.

Banaskantha Police or Partners of Boot-
leggers? Allegations Explode Over Border
Corruption Network Run by ‘Shoorveer’
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Two quick ways 

to cook corn

Hot corn tastes great in the monsoon. Here's how to 
cook with it in these two easy ways...
CORN SALAD
Yield:
Ingredients: Corn kernels - 1 cup Red bell peppers - 1 
tbsp Onions and spring onions chopped - 1 tbsp each 
Chopped Kairi- ¾ tbsp Celery stalk, diced - 1 tbsp 
Cherry tomatoes - 5 Pineapple diced - 1 tbsp Parsley - 1 
tsp Cilantro leaves - 1 tsp Basil - 3 leaves Avocado, 
diced - ½ each Olive oil - 1 tbsp Lemon juice - 2 tsp 
Black salt - to taste Tacos - 3 shells
Method: Blanch the corn in hot water with salt. Do not 
overcook it. Drain and set aside. Now, cut the onions, 
peppers, pineapple, kairi (raw mango), celery and 
avocado. Also dice the cherry tomatoes and add the 
herbs like basil, parsley and cilantro basil to the 
vegetables. Season this. Add the lemon juice and olive 
oil. Toss it well and serve it in the shells with herb 
buttered rice on the side.
Corn broth
Yield:
Ingredients: Onions, chopped - 1 Leeks, chopped - ½ 
cup Celery, chopped - ½ cup Potatoes, diced - 1 cup 
Corn kernels - 2 cups Yellow peppers, chopped - ½ cup 
Garlic, chopped - 1 tbsp Vegetable stock - 1 litre Milk - 
a cup Parlsey - 1 tsp Chives - 1 tsp Cream - ¾ cup Olive 
oil - 1 tbsp Butter - to taste
Method: Heat a pan and drizzle the butter into it. When 
it melts add some of the oil and the onions, chopped 
potatoes, leeks, celery plus the yellow bell peppers and 
corn kernels, taking care not to over cook it. Add the 
garlic and saute too. Add the milk and vegetable stock. 
Cook till the vegetables turn soft. Blend this and add 
cream plus the seasoning, as well as the chopped herbs. 
Serve hot with garlic bread.

TV shows will never replace 

Cookbooks
There might be a surfeit of 

food shows on TV but they 

will never replace the good 

old cookbooks, says chef 

Milind Sovani, who has, in 

his three-decade-long 

career, served Bollywood 

stars like Amitabh Bachchan, 

Madhuri Dixit and Sanjay 

Dutt - and created awareness 

about Indian cuisine in 

Singapore where he worked 

for 13 years.

"In the time of internet and TV, printed cookery books are 
facing a challenge of existence...but, no, things are not all 
that bad yet. We have to accept the forces of change, but 
still there are many positives in owning and using cookery 
books - and of course writing them too," Sovani told us in 
an e-mail interview.
"Cooking with the help of a cookery book in the kitchen is 
always the best help around. You can keep it on your table, 
you do not require electric connections, or WiFi and the 
like. You can always mark some points on them, make 
earfolds for important pages, make small notes on 
them for your future reference 
and pass them down to 
t h e  n e x t  

generation or even share them easily with friends," 
added Sovani, who has worked with establishments 
like New Delhi's Hotel Samrat and Hotel Jaipur 
Ashok.
Then, books are always handy to keep, loan and 
borrow and have good mobility.
This apart, "in a country like India, where internet or 
TV signals are not widely or easily available, books 
can be of great help in any place and location. The 
visual charm of using a cookery book, which is 
attractively and artistically printed with appetizing 
photos, is always a delight. Coffee table books also 
look good on your book shelves," Sovani 
maintained.
Elaborating on the theme, Sovani said: "While 
cooking using a cookery book, your imagination is 
also at work and you tend to draw from the 
experience and skill of the writer. Books can be 
handed over from one generation to another, 
especially books rich in traditional and regional 
cooking for newly-wed brides. Books are a rich 
source of history tradition and culture too.
"Lastly, but most importantly, I feel cookery books 
are more trusted than the cookery shows on TV or 

internet recipes. As these books are written by 
experts or chefs, they are also 

cons ide red  more  
au thent ic  and  

a c c u r a t e  
t o o , "  

Sovani explained.
Now, he is penning an autobiography to inspire others with 
his journey.Writing a book on his life has been on the mind 
of the 52-year-old for the last five years, but it was in 2012 
when he returned to India from Singapore that he gave it a 
serious thought.
"I have been working on it for a year and half now. I want to 
share with readers, especially youngsters, about the 
journey of a chef, the hardships faced and the sweet 
success moments. I wish to do this to inspire people and 
also spread awareness among the masses. Recipes... 
anyone can write, but the experiences I have and can share 
are unique," Sovani said.
To be available on stands after six months, the book "will 
be a very good read for everyone".
"It covers stories of my celebrity interactions, glorious 
moments, mega banquets, international experiences, my 
cookery tips, guidance to aspiring chefs and more," he 

said.
The chef often travels to Singapore as he has his own 

consultancy firm, Hospitality Innovations Pvt Ltd, 
which works for innovations in restaurants and 

cuisines. He was even honored with the 
'Culinary Trail Blazer of Singapore' award 

by 'Michelin Star Guide' for his work of 
transforming the image of Indian cuisine 

from a mundane, ordinary five-to-
seven-dollar-cuisine to a modern high-

end one.
Asked how one can popularize 
Indian food in other countries, he 
said: "Firstly, you need to be honest 
with your roots and have in-depth 
knowledge of Indian cuisine.
"Secondly, understand the market 
need of that country, the current 
perceived image of Indian cuisine 
and how you can develop the taste 
buds of the local population 
towards Indian cuisine. Open 
Indian restaurants which can offer 
good, healthy and modern food."

But, as of now, he has plans of 
increasing the number of branches of 

his restaurant April Rain, which has 
two outlets in Pune."I plan to take this 

brand pan-India and the next outlet would 
surely be in Mumbai," said the Mumbai-based 

chef.

Cookbooks

The many delectable avatars of 

The history of dumplings, it is said, dates back to the 16th century during the 
time of the Ming Dynasty. Today, dumplings can be found in dozens of versions, 

from the street food variety to the more nuanced, fine dining ones. 

We take a look at some of the avatars.
From classic Chinese dim sum to Italian ravioli, 
Japanese Gyoza and Tibetian momos, these little 
pockets of heaven have seen many transformations. 
Filled with meat, veggies and adequately flavoured 
with aromatics, the succulent wraps are everyone's 
comfort food. From crab fillings to spinach dumpling 
skins, you'd be surprised that the city has an array of 

dumplings to offer. We scoured aroud looking for the 
most unique options available.Siu Mai Siu mai 
originated in China. Unlike wontons, these deceptively 
simple dumplings are wrapped but left open-faced and 
served as dim sum. Traditionally filled with pork and 
shrimp, dim sums are styled like a flower and served as 
appetizers. If you do not eat pork, choose from chicken 

or fish filling.
Har gow Essentially prepared with minced shrimp meat 
stuffed inside almost-transparent dumpling skin with 
multiple pleats. The lump of shrimp mixed with scallions 
and water chestnuts is sauteed and flavoured with salt, 
pepper, garlic and sauces of your choice and steamed in a 
bamboo steamer. Juicy prawns wrapped in succulent wheat 
wrap — what's not to love?

These originated in Tibet and migrated to Nepal. Filled 
with veggies, meat (chicken, mutton, pork) and flavoured 
with spices, the dumplings are snugly folded and served 
steamed, fried or pan-fried. Momos are typically served 
with a red chilli and garlic sauce known as sepen and 

chicken or vegetable stock.
Gyoza Dim sum's Japanese counterpart, the gyoza, is a 
delectable dumpling wrapped in a thin wanton wrapper, 
filled with finely minced meat, veggies, scallions, celery 
and served with a dipping sauce. The wrapper of a gyoza is 
thicker and chewier than other dumplings. Served as 
steamed fried, deep fried or pan grilled, a platter of gyoza is 
typically served with a gyoza sauce (made with soya sauce 
and chilli oil) and salad.
Wontons Some 2000 odd years back, wontons were simply 
known as dumplings. It was only during 618-912 that it got 
its name and has been on everyone's mouth ever since. A 
staple in China, wontons are dumplings filled with meat, 
fish or shrimp. Here is a variety of wontons available in and 
around the city — Chinese cabbage and pork wonton, 
chicken wonton dumped in clear soup, fried wontons 
served as appetizers with a puddle of zesty sauce and the 
classic steamed wontons served alongside. chicken broth 
or stock.

Momos

Gourmet products 
you must use in your 

Don't be scared by the word Gourmet. 
Here we list some fancy ingredients along with easy 
ways to use them at your next party at home.
Vanilla Beans
The sweet aroma of vanilla can live up the most bland 
dish and that hold true even more for toothy desserts. 
You might have tasted vanilla in the form of artificial 
essences and now its turn to upgrade and treat yourself to 
the real deal. Even though a bit expensive vanilla beans 
can be used in desserts such as ice cream or waffle syrup 
and they will make you feel like you've seen heaven! 
Look for whole vanilla beans that are about 6 to 8 inches 
in length for best results. Glossy dark brown in colour 
and ever so slightly moist are the best ones.
Fish Sauce
Just the mention of fish sauce makes people rethink 
altogether. They probably imagine their dish soaked in 
fish liquid. The truth being much different, first fish 
sauce should be used in mild quantities. It is tangy in 
nature that adds zest to the preparations. Here are a few 
ways to include fish sauce in your food:
You can use a spoon of fish sauce in the marinade of a 

large chicken waiting to be grilled. Use a drop or two in 
pastas and salads. Be careful not to use more than 
required as it may ruin your dish. For all Thai food 
lovers, a pinch of fish sauce can add a punch to your 
gravy.
Exotic Salts
You cannot even imagine any dish without salt. If normal 
salt can add such value to your food imagine what 
different gourmet salt can take the level of your food 
onto. Gourmet salt is mostly used to finish the dish and 
therefore sprinkled just before serving the dish. Some of 
the top gourmet salts are Black salt, Himalayan Pink salt, 
Sea Salt, Kosher Salt and Fleur de sel. Here are a few 
useful tips:
Flake salts do wonders to salads.
Japanese salts are ideal for fish preparations.
Hawaiian Black Salt makes meat even more delectable.
Flavored Vinegars
Well, this ingredient may not be considered as gourmet 
but can definitely add X factor that will turn an ordinary 
dish to extraordinary.
Balsamic Vinegar is best for Italian preparations. You 
can also whip it along with salad dressings and you're 
good to go.
Wine Vinegar is also a result of fermented wine and does 
wonders to prep up a dish. Use it in sweet and sour 
dishes, pickles and even chutneys.

MomosMomos

kitchenkitchen
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Recipe: 
Tandoori 
pomfret

Ingredients:
8 Pomfret fish
1/4 tsp Turmeric powder
2 tbsp Red chilli powder
1 tsp Garam masala powder
1/2 tsp Carom seeds/ ajwain
1 tbsp Roasted gram flour/ Besan
1/2 cup Hung Curd
Salt to taste
4 tbsp Mustard oil
Juice of 1 lemon
2 tbsp Coriander paste
1 tsp Ginger-garlic paste

Directions:
1. Trim tails, fins and other unnecessary 
things. Then wash it thoroughly.
2. Make incisions on a clean fish. Keep it 
aside.
3. In a bowl, add all the ingredients 
mentioned in the ingredient list. Adjust the 
amount of besan and yogurt to get a nice 
thick paste.
4. Apply this marinade to the fish on both 
sides very well.
5. Keep it for at least 30 minutes in the 
fridge.
6. Preheat the oven to 180 Degree Celsius 
(356 Degree Fahrenheit).
7. Grease the pan or rack. Place the fish on 
grill rack and cook it for 15-20 minutes 
until golden brown.
8. Serve with Onion rings and lemon.

Tandoori Pomfret is a 
delicious fish delight. 
Here the exotic flavors of 
spices all wrapped in the 
fish and then grill in the 
oven. Resulting really 
juicy and scrumptious 
grilled fish.

A low-cal vegan option that pleases the 
palate as well
Preparation time: 15mins
Cooking time: 15 mins
Serves: 4

Ingredients:
4 medium sized tomatoes
200g boiled potatoes
100g paneer (cottage cheese)
1 tbsp desi ghee (clarified butter)
1tsp finely chopped green chilies
1tsp finely chopped coriander leaves
½ tsp amchur powder (dry mango 
powder)
½ tsp black pepper powder
1tsp sendha namak ( rock salt)

Recipe Method:
Cut off the top of the tomatoes and scoop 
out the seeds and pulp to get a cavity. Set 
aside.
Grate the paneer and the boiled potatoes. 
Mix in all the other ingredients. Heat the 
ghee in a pan and add the mixture. Saute 
for 3-4 minutes stirring continuously. 
Cool the mixture and stuff in the tomatoes. 
Grill or bake in a preheated oven at 200 
deg ree  cen t ig rade  fo r  10mins .  
Alternatively you can shallow fry in 1 tbsp 
till the tomatoes are cooked but firm.

'Malay cuisine perfect 
for Indian market'

The common usage of ingredients like coriander powder, turmeric, green chilli, red 
chilli powder and ginger between Indian and Malaysian cuisines makes it suit 

Indian tastes well, says Malaysian chef Muhammad Lisarni, who feels food from 
his country can be an instant success here. 

"Malaysia's population is divided 
amongst three major ethnic groups -- 
Malays, Chinese and Indians. The 
taste of Malaysian food is subtle and 
unique as it is the fusion of Chinese 
vegetables blended with Indian spice, 
which makes our food rich and fresh. 
"But since we use the same spices like 
coriander powder, turmeric, green 
chilli, red chilli powder, palm sugar 
(jaggery) and ginger, it suits the Indian 
palate to perfection and should be an 
instant success in the Indian market," 
Lisarni told IANS in an interview here. 
The Kuala Lumpur-based chef is on 
his debut visit to the country to 

conduct an exclusive masterclass as part 
of a Malaysian food festival being held 
at the Shangri-La's - Eros Hotel here. 
The festival, in association with Tourism Malaysia 
and the Malaysian High Commission, started on 
May 23 and will conclude on May 31. 
He hopes to entice Indian food aficionados with the 

Recipe: Stuffed 
tomatoes

Cook broccoli 

Though broccoli 

has been 

bumbling with 

a not so good 

reputation still 

there are 

people out 

there who love 

eating broccoli. 

Just follow few 

simple steps 

and you can 

make this 

green a 

popular veggie 

of your diet.

As a beginner you just need to remember 
two things while tackling broccoli.

Undercooking is Wrong
Do not undercook broccoli. The modern art 
of cooking might believe at al dente of food 
to the point of crunchy but do not do this to 
broccoli. A little softer the better it is. 
Broccoli has a marvelous texture because of 
its extravagant head of hair. While cooking 
beyond al dente, they soften and start to 
break up a little after which you are free to 
add any dressing. It sucks up the dressing 
giving it a juicy tang with sublime results. 
All you need to remember is to drain it well 
and allow it get plenty of steam so that it 
doesn't get soggy.

Don't Cut off the Stalks

Peel the stalks and cut them into to boil them 
with the florets. In case you have not tried 
this before you will love the stalk's sweet 
meat.
Here are a few things to do with broccoli. 
Have you any tips with broccoli? We'd love 
to hear them in the comments under this 
piece.
1. Dress them with some fresh lemon juice, 
salt and olive oil. Make sure that it is cooked 
soft.
2. You can serve it with pasta. Boil the 
broccoli in salt water till it gets soft. Drain 
and let them steam for a few minutes. Fry 
some garlic in olive oil and add pine nuts 
and broccoli. Squeeze some lime juice, 
season and serve with pasta with some 
parmesan sprinkled on it.

the right way

distinct "hotness" of his native cuisine. 
"In Malay cuisine, fresh aromatic herbs 
and roots are used, some familiar, such as 
lemongrass, ginger, coconut, pandan leafs 
garlic, shallots, kaffir limes and fresh 
chilies. Both fresh and dried chilies are 
used to add hotness which will definitely 
satiate the Indian tastebuds," Lisarni said. 
As a specialist in Malay cuisine, Lisarni 
has played an integral role in the 
production of the Malay kitchen at 
Shangri-La's - Eros Hotel in Kuala Lumpur 
- a popular business hub and tourist 
destination of Malaysia, where over 10 
percent of the nearly 30 million population 
is ethnic Indian. 
Lisarni's cooking style is based on 
t radi t ional  methods ,  showcasing 
simplicity, freshness and natural textures, 
and it is imbued with cultural influences. 
He felt that in today's time, people are 
opting for organic and healthy way of 
living - and it is something that Malay 
cuisine can stand out for in the culinary 
world. 
"Today, our lifestyle has evolved into a 
more organic and healthy way of living. 
Malay cuisine in particular is a perfect fit in 
the Indian market as it provides a touch of 
freshness to the various meats and 
vegetables, but keeping the flavours 
similar to those accustomed to the Indian 
palate," he said. 
Lisarni, whose passion for cooking is 
visible in his meticulously prepared and 

s k i l f u l l y  
p r e s e n t e d  
dishes, also 
pointed out 
t h a t  w h i l e  
"trends in the 
c u l i n a r y  
industry are 
e v e r -
changing, the 
flavours and 
textures are 

everlasting". 
"The challenge we face is to present the 
same ingredients in different ways," he 
said.

Cook broccoli 
3. In half a cup of water at room temperature, 
sprinkle 1 tbsp of gelatin and let soak for 1/2 
an hour. Pour 1 1/2 cups of boiling water over 
and mix well to dissolve. Leave to cool. 
When cool and beginning to set, mix in the 
broccoli, walnuts, salt, pepper and corn. 

Transfer into the mould and leave to chill 
and set in the refrigerator. When ready to 
serve, pass a knife around to loosen edges, 
place an inverted plate over the mould and 
turn upside down. Your Broccoli and 
Walnut Mould Salad is ready.
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account.Food expenditure becomes New Delhi,.(Agency)
Why are government employee unions one of the most important parts of the 

suddenly talking about calories, milk, calculation because it forms the base 
vegetables and food baskets while of the minimum wage formula.

The underlying logic used by Pay negotiating salaries under the 8th Pay 
Commissions is simple: if the cost of Commission?Because the next salary 
maintaining proper nutrition rises, the revision for lakhs of central 
salary needed to maintain that government employees may partly 
standard of living must also rise.This depend on how much food a family is 
is why employee unions are now expected to consume every month.

At the centre of the debate is a little- pushing the 8th Pay Commission to expenses have fundamentally changed 
known figure: 3490 calories.Employee use updated nutritional standards and how government salaries should be 
unions have argued before the 8th Pay current food prices while calculating calculated.
Commission that this updated nutrition minimum salaries.HOW FOOD COST IS LINKED TO 

WHY 3490 CALORIES HAS BECOME benchmark should now become one of 8TH PAY COMMISSION SALARY 
KEY NUMBER IN 8TH PAY the foundations for calculating CALCULATIONS
COMMISSION TALKSminimum salaries, saying older Every Pay Commission first tries to 

formulas no longer reflect present-day The Staff Side of the National Council-estimate the minimum amount of 
living costs.The issue has emerged as Joint Consultative Machinery (NC-money required for a government 
one of the most detailed and closely JCM), in its memorandum submitted to employee’s family to maintain a basic 
watched aspects of the ongoing 8th Pay the 8th Pay Commission, argued that standard of living.To calculate this, 
Commission consultations, where earlier salary calculations were based expenses related to food, housing, 
employee bodies are trying to show that on outdated nutritional assumptions of healthcare, fuel, clothing, education 
rising food prices and household around 2700 calories.and transportation are taken into 

How the West Asia war triggered a 
global fight for India's oil market

As milk, fuel and gold get costlier, here 
are 7 everyday expenses families may cut

Before you file your ITR this year, don't 
miss these details in AIS and Form 26AS

New Delhi.(Agency)
 Petrol and diesel prices in India have gone up 

again, reviving memories of 2022 when fuel 
rates were increased almost every day in small 
amounts over a two-week period.With global 
crude oil prices staying elevated due to tensions 
in West Asia and disruptions around the Strait 
of Hormuz, experts now believe oil marketing 
companies may once again opt for the “small 
but frequent hike” strategy to recover mounting 
losses.State-run oil companies raised petrol and 
diesel prices for the second time in five days on 
Tuesday. Petrol prices were increased by 
around 90 paise per litre across major cities, 
while diesel prices also saw a similar hike.In 
Delhi, petrol now costs Rs 98.64 per litre, up by 
87 paise, while diesel has risen by 91 paise to Rs 
91.58 per litre. In Mumbai, petrol is now priced 
at Rs 107.59 per litre and diesel at Rs 94.08 per 
litre. Similar increases have been seen in 
Kolkata and Chennai as well.The latest hikes 
come after an earlier increase of Rs 3 per litre 
announced last week, as oil companies struggle 
to cope with rising global crude prices.

WHY 2022 IS BEING DISCUSSED AGAIN
The current pattern is drawing comparisons with 

2022, when petrol and diesel prices were 
revised 13 times in around 15 days following 
the Russia-Ukraine war. At that time, oil 
companies avoided a one-time sharp jump and 
instead raised prices gradually, mostly by 
around 80 paise per litre daily.Analysts say a 
similar formula could now return.

The reason is simple. International crude oil 
prices remain above 110 dollars per barrel 
despite some correction, while disruptions in 
West Asia have increased concerns over energy 
supplies. India imports a large part of its crude 
oil needs, making domestic fuel prices highly 
sensitive to global developments.

Experts believe the Rs 3 per litre increase 
announced earlier may not be enough to offset 
losses faced by oil marketing companies.

Gurmeet Singh Chawla, Managing Director at 
Master Portfolio Services Ltd, said if Brent 
crude remains above 100 dollars per barrel for 
an extended period, fuel prices may continue to 
rise over the next three to four months.

Oil marketing companies such as Indian Oil 
Corporation (IOCL), Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Limited (BPCL) and Hindustan 
Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) are 
reportedly facing heavy losses after holding 
retail fuel prices steady despite the surge in 
crude oil costs.

Petrol, diesel prices rise 
again: Will 2022's 90-

paise hike formula return?
transitioning away from fossil fuels and growth far less predictable. Europe, New Delhi.(Agency)
future consumption forecasts are meanwhile, is accelerating its transition  The war in West Asia has triggered a 
becoming increasingly uncertain, India away from fossil fuels. Even in the global scramble for India’s oil market.
has emerged as perhaps the most United States, long-term oil demand Russia wants to keep discounted crude 
important growth market left in the forecasts are becoming more cautious.flowing into Indian refineries to protect 
global oil economy.That is why Oil producers are now confronting a the revenues funding its wartime 
everybody — from Moscow to Abu difficult reality: the era of endlessly economy. Saudi Arabia is trying to 

rising global demand may be nearing recover market share lost to Moscow. 
its peak.Which is exactly why India The UAE wants to pump more oil and 
matters so much.India currently expand aggressively after breaking 
consumes nearly 5.8 million barrels of away from the OPEC+ alliance.
oil a day and imports close to 90% of And the United States wants a larger 
its crude requirements, according to strategic foothold in India’s energy 
data from the Petroleum Planning and basket as it pushes back against 
Analysis Cell and the International Russian influence in Asia.As 
Energy Agency (IEA).The IEA has geopolitical tensions redraw global 
projected that India will account for energy routes and long-term demand 
one of the largest shares of global oil growth becomes harder to find, 
demand growth through the next producers are competing for one of the Dhabi to Washington — now wants a 

decade, making it one of the few few major markets where oil  bigger piece of India’s oil market.
remaining large growth markets for consumption is still rising rapidly. For most of the past two decades, global exporters facing slowing demand That market is India. oil markets revolved around China’s elsewhere.For producers staring at a For years, exporters dictated terms while industrial rise. But that equation is more uncertain future elsewhere, India importers worried about securing beginning to change.China’s economic increasingly looks like the last giant supply. Now the equation is beginning slowdown, weakening industrial g r o w t h  m a r k e t  s t a n d i n g . A n d  to shift. In a world where China’s demand and the rapid rise of electric everybody wants in before somebody demand growth is slowing, Europe is vehicles have made future consumption else captures it first.

New Delhi,.(Agency)

Standard Chartered plans to cut more than 7,000 jobs 
globally by 2030 as the bank looks to improve 
profits, increase automation and expand its wealth 
management business.The London-headquartered 
bank announced the move on Tuesday as part of a 
new long-term strategy shared with investors.

Standard Chartered said it now expects to deliver a 
return on tangible equity (ROTE) of more than 15% 
by 2028 and around 18% by 2030. The figure is 
more than three percentage points higher than the 
level expected in 2025.The bank said the job cuts 
would mainly come from corporate and support 
functions, often referred to as back-office roles.

As of June 2025, Standard Chartered had around 
51,000 employees working in support services. The 
bank said it plans to reduce more than 15% of these 
corporate function roles by 2030.

This would amount to more than 7,000 job cuts from 
the bank’s global workforce of around 80,000 
employees.

AI AND AUTOMATION TO DRIVE JOB CUTS
Standard Chartered CEO Bill Winters said the 

reduction in jobs would be driven by automation 
and the growing use of artificial intelligence in 
banking operations.According to Winters, some 
employees will be reskilled as the bank changes the 
way it operates.“It’s not cost-cutting. It’s replacing 
in some cases lower-value human capital with the 
financial capital and the investment capital we’re 
putting in,” Winters said during a press conference.

Banks across the world have increasingly started 
using AI and automation to handle routine tasks, 
customer support, compliance checks and internal 
operations. This has raised concerns globally over 
the future of back-office banking jobs.

BANK FOCUSING ON WEALTH BUSINESS
Standard Chartered said it wants to focus more on 

higher-margin businesses to improve profits over 
the coming years.The bank plans to continue 
expanding its wealth management business, 
especially among affluent retail customers.It is also 
focusing on financial institutions within its 
corporate and investment banking division.

New Delhi.(Agency) 
India is rerouting their exports to the countries of Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) through Oman, Hatta 
Border, Dubai and Khor Fakkan port, according to 
the sources from the Ministry of Commerce. Due to 
the closure of Strait of Hormuz and other disruptions 
arising from Iran war, the exports to West Asia from 
India have been severely impacted. The officials 
confirmed that India is only exporting essential 
goods which also include perishable food items to 
the Middle East countries."Food is being mainly 
exported through Dubai and other essential items are 
being sent through Dubai and Hatta Border. Nearly 
14-15% of the exports from India to the GCC have 
been impacted,” said an official aware of the 
matter.India's exports and imports with West Asian 
region has gone down by more than 28% in April. 
This is the second month in a row that the trade with 
West Asia has fallen as the geopolitical crisis has 
caused severe disruptions in ship movements and 
surge in freight rates. In one of the recent media 
briefings, Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal said 
that the country's merchandise exports to the West 
Asian region has come down to $4.16 billion in April 
this year as against $5.78 billion in April last 
year.“Exports of most of the perishable items are 
being sent through Khor Fakkan port,” said another 
official.As per the recent details shared by the 
Ministry of Commerce, imports from this region has 
also gone down by 31.64% to $10.

8th Pay Commission: The food-cost 
formula behind salary revision demands

Standard Chartered plans 
7,000 job cuts amid AI push 
and higher profit targets

Are you about to file your income 
tax return without checking AIS 
and Form 26AS? Before you hit 
submit, it may be worth taking a 
closer look, as even small 
mismatches in income or tax 
details can create problems later.

assessment year 2026–27 now underway, income tax filing season. Issued by with AIS and Form 26AS remains 
salaried taxpayers are being advised to employers, it acts as proof that tax important to avoid errors or mismatches 
double-check these documents carefully deducted at source (TDS) on salary has while filing returns.
before pressing the submit button. been deposited with the government.But a WHAT EXACTLY IS AIS?

key change has come into effect from 1 WHY AIS AND FORM 26AS MATTER The Annual Information Statement, or AIS, 
Many salaried employees assume that is a detailed record of your financial 

Form 16 alone is enough to file income information available on the income tax 
tax returns. While it remains an portal. It provides a wider picture than 
important document, tax experts say it Form 26AS and includes information 
gives only part of the picture. reported by different institutions.For 

salaried taxpayers, AIS can include salary AIS and Form 26AS contain details of your 
details, pension income, bank interest, income, taxes deducted, investments and 
dividend income, capital market financial activities reported to the 
transactions, rental income, foreign Income Tax Department by employers, New Delhi.(Agency) 
remittances and tax refunds.It may also banks, brokers and other institutions. If  Filing your income tax return may seem 
show high-value financial transactions, these details do not match what you like a routine task, especially for salaried April 2026. Under the new Income-tax 
tax payments made through challans, mention in your ITR, it may raise red employees who rely on salary slips and Rules, 2026, Form 16 has been replaced 
GST-related details and specified flags.For salaried individuals and non-Form 16. But experts say there is one by Form 130.The newly introduced Form 
financial transactions reported by banks, audit taxpayers for FY 2025–26, the last mistake taxpayers should avoid this year 130 is designed to offer a more detailed 
brokers and registrars.One important date to file income tax returns is 31 July — submitting returns without checking picture of an employee’s income and 
feature of AIS is that taxpayers can flag 2026, unless the government extends it. details in the Annual Information taxes. It is expected to include employer 
errors. If there are duplicate entries, Those who miss the deadline can still Statement (AIS) and Form 26AS and employee details, a summary of salary 
wrong figures or incorrect information, submit a belated return by 31 December A small mismatch between your return and and tax deducted, along with a detailed 
feedback can be submitted through the 2026 after paying a late fee.the information already available with the breakdown of how taxable income has 
income tax portal. After verification, the FORM 130 REPLACES FORM 16Income Tax Department could trigger been calculated.Even so, experts advise 

For many salaried taxpayers, Form 16 has corrected details are reflected in the trouble later, from delayed refunds to tax taxpayers not to rely only on employer-
long been the go-to document during the Taxpayer Information Summary (TIS).notices. With the ITR filing season for issued records. Cross-checking details 

Rupee slips 18 paise to 
96.38 against US dollar in 
early trade

            

India exporting only food 
and essential items to West 
Asia via Oman, Dubai

Kolkata .(Agency)
 The rupee opened with a negative bias amid a strong 

dollar and rising US treasury yields and depreciated 
18 paise to 96.38 against the US dollar as market 
sentiments continue to dampen amid simmering 
tensions between the US and Iran.Forex traders said 
rupee remains vulnerable to the rise in crude oil 
prices as also the closure of the Strait of Hormuz 
hampering its exports and imports to the Gulf 
countries.At the interbank foreign exchange market, 
the rupee opened at 96.38 against the US dollar, 
registering a fall of 18 paise from its previous 
close.On Monday, the Indian rupee weakened 
further and closed at a record low of 96.20 against 
the US dollar."The market's biggest challenge right 
now is not just direction -- it's confidence.

Until there is visible cooling in global tensions and 
stability in foreign flows, the rupee may continue 
trading under pressure with volatility staying 
elevated," CR Forex Advisors MD Amit Pabari said.

Pabari further added that technically, 94.80-95.10 is 
expected to act as an importat support zone for 
USDINR.However, with no meaningful signs of 
easing in global risk factors, the pair now appears to 
be gradually shifting its focus toward the 97 mark.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, which gauges the 
greenback's strength against a basket of six 
currencies, was trading at 99.10, lower by 0.09 per 
cent due to simmering Iran tensions.Brent crude, the 
global oil benchmark, was trading down 1.91 per 
cent at USD 109.96 per barrel in futures trade.

On the domestic equity market front, Sensex climbed 
366.71 points to 75,706.88 in early trade, while the 
Nifty advanced 107.45 points to 23,760.Foreign 
Institutional Investors remained net buyers for the 
third straight session, purchasing equities worth Rs 
2,813.69 crore on Monday, according to exchange 
data.

The grocery bill feels heavier. Filling the 
petrol tank costs more. Even an occasional 
gold purchase suddenly seems expensive. 
Across India, rising prices are pinching 
household budgets, leaving many families 
asking: What everyday expenses can we 
cut without making life harder? Let's have 
a look.

petrol and diesel prices have gone up mark-ups. A meal that appears 
again, CNG has become costlier in affordable can end up costing far more 
several places, and increased import than 
duty on gold and silver has pushed up “Home food is healthier, calmer, and 
prices further. The pinch is showing up usually far more economical,” Bajaj 
everywhere, i.e., from the kitchen to the points out.For families trying to cut 
commute.The bigger worry? Salaries costs, even reducing food deliveries 
have not grown at the same pace.At a from several times a week to once or 
time when families are already twice can free up meaningful savings 
managing school fees, EMIs, electricity over time.QUICK COMMERCE: 
bills and household expenses, even ARE SMALL ORDERS BECOMING 
small price increases are beginning to BIG EXPENSES?idea is not to stop enjoying life, but to 
feel uncomfortable. Add to this Prime Forgot onions? Need bread? Running low spend more thoughtfully. Here are some 
Minister Narendra Modi’s recent call for on shampoo?Ten-minute delivery apps everyday expenses families may want to New Delhi,.(Agency) austerity and mindful spending, and have made shopping incredibly reconsider during financially uncertain  Inflation does not always arrive with a many households are quietly asking convenient. But convenience, experts t i m e s . O R D E R I N G  F O O D :  I S  dramatic warning. Sometimes, it quietly themselves an important question: What say, often comes at a hidden cost.Many C O N V E N I E N C E  Q U I E T L Y  slips into everyday life — a pricier litre of can we cut back on without making life households now place several small EMPTYING YOUR WALLET?milk, a fuel refill that suddenly costs feel difficult?According to Aswini Bajaj, orders throughout the week instead of After a long day at work, ordering dinner more, a grocery basket that feels heavier CEO of Leveraged Growth, a niche planning larger grocery purchases. can feel like a small reward. But when on the wallet, or gold jewellery that now finance-based consultancy firm, austerity Individually, the spending may feel takeaways become routine, they can seems a little farther out of reach.That is does not necessarily mean giving up insignificant. Together, however, it can quietly eat into monthly savings.Food exactly what many Indians are comfort.“Austerity at home does not quietly inflate the monthly budget.delivery apps often come with hidden experiencing right now.Over the last few always mean sacrifice. Sometimes, it Bajaj refers to the concept of Economic extras, i.e., delivery fees, platform days, several essentials have become s imp ly  means  becoming  more  Order Quantity (EOQ), arguing that charges, packaging costs and restaurant more expensive. Milk prices have risen, intentional,” he says.In other words, the planned buying often works out cheaper.
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taking the field, Fleming conceded that working through this one. There’s been a lot Kolkata. (Agency)  
MS Dhoni may not have faced a single ball or professional sport offers no hiding place. of change, so this year, at least, he was here 

"There are a lot of good things we’ve done. donned the wicketkeeping gloves in Indian the whole time. Last year, he wasn’t here at 
We’ve introduced some new players who Premier League 2026, but his influence all, so it would be unfair to judge that."THE 
will hopefully be generation players for from the dugout remained the bedrock of MISSED CALL IN IPL 2026

While management remains tight-lipped Chennai Super Kings’ transitional season.
Following CSK’s final home game at the about the future, former CSK stalwart 

MA Chidambaram Stadium on Monday, Suresh Raina is already launching a public 
head coach Stephen Fleming mounted a campaign to lure the talismanic finisher 
strong defence of Dhoni’s non-playing back for the 2027 season.Speaking after 
role. Despite intense speculation and fan Dhoni participated in CSK’s traditional 
disappointment over the 44-year-old lap of honour to thank the Chepauk 
missing his final potential home fixture, faithful on Monday night, Raina revealed 
Fleming emphasised that the former a candid exchange between the two long-
captain’s off-field presence was vital for a time teammates."I told him you have 
squad in flux."MS has been around a lot given IPL 2026 a missed call. It won’t 
this year, which has been really important count. You have to come back next year," 
for the team, for a lot of the young players, Raina said.

According to Raina, Dhoni’s initial response and for continuity," Fleming said during 
was cautious, citing the physical toll of the post-match press conference."So, he’s CSK. But I know we’re judged on results, 

elite cricket. "He said, 'Nahi yaar, body been a big part of it. He hasn’t played, but and that’s fair. So, yep, that’s a management 
thoda waisa hai' (No man, the body is a bit he’s still had a big influence on the team." call, not mine."When pressed on hether 

Addressing the inevitable scrutiny over like that). I said we are not believing Dhoni was ever in contention to play this 
Dhoni occupying a squad spot without anything. You have to play next year."season, Fleming clarified: "No, he was 

steps into the cage. more than that, I want to make a statement New Delhi. (Agency)  
about my resilience, mindset and "For me, it’s always about growth, not just the "India definitely has a huge pool of talent, 
continuous progress," said Puja.result. Becoming the first Indian fighter to and I truly believe we’re just at the 

win in the UFC was a proud moment, but IMPACT BEYOND THE CAGEbeginning of something special."As Puja 
every fight teaches you something new. The Tomar made this statement, she stands as Despite the growing interest and the 
last one didn’t go my way, but it gave me the current flag bearer for India in the world increasing presence of fighters like Puja, 
clarity on where I need to improve. Heading of MMA. A five-time Wushu national India still remains a sleeping giant in MMA. 

champion with a backstory built on grit, The 32-year-old, who went through the 
resilience and sacrifice, she created grind in ONE Championship and Matrix 
history as the first Indian fighter to Fight Night, believes there is no shortage 
secure a win in the UFC.She almost of talent in the country. Instead, the real 
made it 2-0 before a small error in challenge lies in the lack of a proper 
judgment ended in defeat in her second ecosystem.
fight for the promotion. When we first The challenge isn’t the lack of fighters; it’s 
caught up with her after that historic more about the surrounding ecosystem. 
moment, the story was all about the We still need stronger grassroots 
journey that took her to the UFC. But development, better access to world-class 
now, as she prepares for her third fight coaching, more exposure to international 
in the promotion at UFC Macau on May competition, and consistent support 
29 against Shi Ming, the narrative has systems. When it comes to the UFC, it’s 

into this third fight, my focus is on shifted towards consolidation, growth and the highest level of the sport and the 
delivering a complete performance, being building something bigger beyond the competition there is incredibly intense. 
sharper, more composed, and showing how octagon.Speaking to India Today Fighters are not only skilled but also have 
much I’ve evolved as a fighter. I want to exclusively, Puja said she focusses on years of structured training, international 
represent my country with pride, inspire growth rather than just results. More than a experience, and strong backing from teams 
others back home, and prove that I belong at victory, she wants to show the world how and promotions," said Puja.
this level. A win is important, of course, but much she is evolving every single time she 

Harbouring Olympic dreams, Puja Tomar 
eyes impact beyond UFC octagon for India

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
“If we keep playing like that, we shouldn’t be 

in contention for the top four,” an angry 
Riyan Parag said after Rajasthan Royals’ last 
match against Delhi Capitals. Multiple 
mistakes on the field cost the team a crucial 
game, forcing them into two must-win 
matches in the race for the playoffs.

Rajasthan Royals will play one of those two 
games when they take on Lucknow Super 
Giants on Tuesday, May 19, at the Sawai 
Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur. It is going to be 
a tricky contest, considering LSG have 
looked really dangerous since getting 
knocked out of the tournament. Mitchell 
Marsh, in particular, has been in riveting 
form of late is expected to pose a major 
challenge to Parag’s side.The Royals are 
coming into the game on the back of three 
consecutive losses. They looked visibly 
rattled after the defeat against Delhi 
Capitals. The captain lost his cool at the 
team, and the coach lost his cool at the 
captain.In cricket, players often talk about 
professionalism, and it is perhaps time for 
RR to show that on the field. Their 
professionalism now lies in forgetting the 
previous defeat and starting afresh, because 
the next two games could decide the fate of 
their season.

RAJASTHAN NEED ALL-ROUND 
IMPROVEMENT

Rajasthan’s dominance in the first half of the 
season was built around their imperious fast-
bowling attack in the powerplay. Jofra 
Archer steaming in with raw pace put 
genuine fear into opposition batters. But as 
the wickets have slowed down in the second 
half of the season, that fear factor has 
reduced as well. In his last four matches, 
Archer has conceded 40 or more runs three 
times, marking a noticeable shift in mood 
within the RR camp.Rajasthan will need 
Archer at his absolute best if they are to get 
the better of Mitchell Marsh and Josh Inglis 
on Tuesday.Yashasvi Jaiswal’s form is 
another major concern. He has scored just 
one fifty in his last nine games and will need 
to pull up his socks to provide some cushion 
for the middle order. 

speculation over his long-term future at the Premier League’s investigation into more 
club has continued in recent months, despite than 115 alleged breaches of financial 
the renewal appearing to signal stability.If regulations by Manchester City. The club 
confirmed, Guardiola’s departure would has strongly denied any wrongdoing, with 
bring an end to one of the most successful the case still unresolved.
managerial eras in English football Maresca emerges as frontrunner
history.Guardiola joined Manchester City in Former Chelsea manager Enzo Maresca has 
February 2016, signing an initial three-year reportedly emerged as the leading candidate 
deal to replace Manuel Pellegrini ahead of to succeed Guardiola.Maresca, who left 
the 2016-17 season. While his debut Chelsea four months ago, is no stranger to 
campaign ended without silverware, the the Etihad setup. The Italian managed 
first trophyless season of his managerial Manchester City’s Under-21 side during the 
career, it proved to be an exception rather 2020-21 season before returning in 2022 as 
than the norm.Under Guardiola, City part of Guardiola’s first-team coaching 
redefined domestic dominance. The club staff .His understanding of City’s Dharamsala. (Agency)  1998-99 side to complete the historic Treble, 

became the first side in Premier League footballing structure, along with his Pep Guardiola is reportedly set to leave winning the Premier League, FA Cup and 
history to reach the 100-point mark during familiarity with Guardiola’s tactical Manchester City, with the Spaniard expected UEFA Champions League in the same 
the 2017-18 campaign, finishing with a methods, makes him a natural contender for to announce his departure during the club’s campaign.City then added another 
record-breaking 106 goals.His side the role.Should the reports prove accurate, final Premier League game of the season remarkable achievement by becoming the 
continued to break milestones in the years Manchester City may be preparing for a against Aston Villa at the Etihad Stadium. first team in English top-flight history to win 
that followed. In the 2022-23 season, major transition, marking the end of a According to The Athletic, Guardiola’s current four consecutive league titles, securing that 
Manchester City became only the second transformative chapter under one of contract runs until 2027 after he signed an feat in the 2023-24 season.The reported exit 
English club after Manchester United’s football’s most influential managers.extension in November 2024. However, also comes amid uncertainty surrounding the 

Arsenal goals this season — as Havertz rose 
highest to head in a delivery from Bukayo 
Saka in the 37th.It was only Havertz's second 
league goal of an injury-ravaged season, but 
he was given the start up front ahead of 
Viktor Gyökeres by Arteta.“I had a feeling 
that he had to start," Arteta said. "The way 
they set up, I think he could be really difficult 
to handle. And he's shown that.”Havertz was 
fortunate not to be sent off when he received 
only a yellow card in the 67th for a lunging LONDON. (Agency)  
studs-up tackle from behind on Lesley Arsenal closed in on a first Premier League title 
Ugochukwu, a decision that was upheld after in 22 years by seeing out a tense 1-0 win over 
a VAR review.Burnley on Monday in its penultimate game 

While Arsenal goalkeeper David Raya never of the campaign, thanks to Kai Havertz's 
had a save to make against a toothless first-half goal.The result means second-
Burnley side, the lead never felt completely placed Manchester City must end 
comfortable as a second goal never came for Bournemouth's 16-game unbeaten run on 
the host.But Arsenal held on through nearly Tuesday to take the title fight into the final 
10 minutes of added time to take another step weekend. Even so, Arsenal will be crowned 

delivering the club's greatest ever season as Martin Odegaard told the Emirates crowd in toward ending its decades-long title drought.champion if it beats Crystal Palace away on 
Arsenal also plays Paris Saint-Germain in an on-field interview. “Just a little bit to go “There is one to go unless something beautiful Sunday.It would be Arsenal's first league title 
the Champions League final on May 30.“It’s now and we’re going to give it all. We have to happens tomorrow night,” Arteta said, since 2004, when the “Invincibles” went 
been an amazing season so far. We’ve got one keep going.”Fittingly, the goal against adding he will be “the biggest ever” unbeaten under Arsene Wenger.Current 
big one left here (in the league) and then the already relegated Burnley came from a Bournemouth fan during the game against manager Mikel Arteta is two wins away from 
Champions League final," Arsenal captain corner — the source of so many crucial Man City.

Arsenal on the verge of Premier 
League title after beating Burnley

MS Dhoni might not have played in IPL 2026, but 
he's still important for CSK: Fleming

New Delhi. (Agency)  
Chennai Super Kings head coach Stephen 

Fleming threw his weight behind skipper 
R u t u r a j  G a i k w a d  d e s p i t e  a n o t h e r  
disappointing IPL campaign, saying the young 
captain is still evolving and will eventually 
become "a fine captain" for the franchise 
during a difficult transition period after the 
leadership era of MS Dhoni.CSK's playoff 
hopes were left hanging by a thread after a five-
wicket loss to Sunrisers Hyderabad on 
Monday. The defeat means Chennai must beat 
Gujarat Titans in their final league game and 
rely on other results to go their way to stay alive 
in the tournament.Backing the 29-year-old 
Gaikwad, Fleming said the opener was 
handling a difficult transition after taking over 
from one of the game's greatest leaders"Ruturaj 
will be going through that as part of his 
development. It's a big transition from having 
one of the best captains at the cricket scene 
running the franchise for such a long time to a 
new captain," Fleming said.

"So it's going to take a little bit of time. And he's 
doing a good job. He has a massive amount of 
respect within this group of players. And he's 
learning all the time and putting that into play.

"So going forward, I have no doubt he'll be a fine 
captain for this franchise," he added.

Gaikwad has endured a mixed season with the 
bat, scoring at an average of 29 with only two 
half-centuries in 13 matches. CSK, too, have 
struggled for consistency despite overhauling 
their squad following a disappointing 2025 
season.The franchise parted ways with several 
established names including Matheesha 
Pathirana, Rachin Ravindra and Devon 
Conway, while bringing in younger attacking 
players such as Dewald Brevis, Ayush Mhatre 
and Urvil Patel. CSK also strengthened their 
top order by signing Sanju Samson, a move that 
saw veterans Ravindra Jadeja and Sam Curran 
leave the side.Fleming admitted the large-scale 
changes disrupted the team's rhythm and left 
CSK trailing behind other franchises at the start 
of the season.d.

Ruturaj will be a fine captain: 
Fleming backs CSK skipper 

amid tough transition period

CHENNAI. (Agency)  
India vice-captain Smriti Mandhana on 

Tuesday kept the details of the women's 
team's T20 World Cup preparations under 
wraps, saying only that the squad is in good 
shape ahead of next month's 12-team 
tournament in England and Wales.

India will open their campaign against Pakistan 
on June 14, two days after the tournament 
begins on June 12. Before that, the 15-
member squad, which recently trained at the 
Centre of Excellence in Bengaluru, will leave 
for England on May 22 for a three-match 
T20I series against the hosts.Mandhana said 
the team had no interest in revealing too 
much about its preparations this close to a 
World Cup. "The camp has gone well and I 
would like to keep it at that. I would not like to 
say any specifics of what we have worked on 
because we are heading to a World Cup," she 
said at a press conference organised by 
feminine care brand Pee Safe.What she did 
make clear, however, was that the squad had 
put in the hard yards. "All the girls are 
looking in good shape, they have been 
practising really well and a lot of hard work 

has gone behind it," she said. "We are 
prepping for the World Cup and we will leave 
for a series before it. The preparations have 
been going well and I hope that we keep 
working hard, make India proud and bring 
the cup back home."Mandhana also 
interacted with school-going children during 
the event and said such engagements matter 
because youngsters should know that sport 
can offer a career path. "The questions they 
ask at that age, I would not have known what 
they are asking. They really want to know 
what we go through, which is extremely 
nice," she said.

She added that the message she tries to give 
children is simple: cricket and sport can 
become a profession, but the process has to be 
enjoyed. "For me, it's very important to give 
them a message, firstly, that sports and 
cricket have a career and you can actually 
make a career out of it. The other important 
thing for me, which I try and tell, is to enjoy 
the process and what they do. I just really 
want all the kids to enjoy and follow their 
passion," she added.

RR vs LSG Preview: Can 
rattled Royals settle down 

and push for playoffs?

Smriti Mandhana keeps India's 
T20 World Cup preparation 

plans under wraps

ZPep Guardiola is reportedly set 
to leave Manchester City, ending 
a trophy-laden era at the Etihad, 

with former assistant Enzo 
Maresca emerging as the leading 

candidate to replace him.

ZThe result means second-placed 
Manchester City must end 
Bournemouth's 16-game unbeaten run 
on Tuesday to take the title fight into 
the final weekend.

Pep Guardiola to leave Manchester City, ex-
Chelsea boss expected to take over
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BEIJING.(Agency) guest of honour to a massive military equal.Bilateral trade has surged since 
parade.Putin said this week he was Russia's invasion of Ukraine to more Russian President Vladimir Putin arrives 
"confident" he and Xi would "do than double the level seen in 2020, in Beijing on Tuesday for a summit 
everything possible to deepen the according to data from the Mercator with Chinese leader Xi Jinping, 
Russia-China partnership".Beijing Institute for China Studies (MERICS).looking to deepen a strategic 
frames its relationship with Moscow as p a r t n e r s h i p  s t r e t c h i n g  f r o m  More than 70 percent of China's imports 
"ironclad" -- and after welcoming S c a n d i n a v i a  t o  S o u t h e a s t  from Russia consisted of mineral fuel, 
Trump with pomp and ceremony, Xi Asia.Underpinning the two nuclear it added, with Russian oil exports to 
will be keen to show China-Russia ties powers' relations is China's economic China rising around 30 percent since 
remain strong as ever, experts said.It is heft complemented by Russia's vast oil 2022.However, imports from Russia 
a "reminder to Washington that this is a production, likely at the forefront of accounted for only around 5 percent of 
solid relationship of 30 years-plus talks this week.Here's what to know China's imports in 2025, according to 
standing", said Natasha Kuhrt of ahead of the meeting: Chinese customs data.Conversely, 
King's College London.That image is a China accounted for more than a third Firm friends, frequent visits
priority for Putin, who calls Xi a "dear of Russia's imports and more than a Putin is a regular visitor to China and has 
friend", added Zhao Long, from the quarter of its exports in 2025, met Xi dozens of times, with the two 
Shanghai Institutes for International according to the Russian news agency leaders often calling to extend 
Studies. TASS.Nevertheless, the two countries, m e s s a g e s ,  c o n d o l e n c e s  a n d  

"Moscow wants reassurance that Russia whose border spans 4,000 kilometres congratulations -- including birthday 
still occupies a privileged place in (2,500 miles),  share common wishes.This week marks his 25th trip 
China's strategic calculus," he opposition to a world order dominated to China, Beijing's foreign ministry 
said.Unequal relationship, shared by the United States and the West.They said Monday.The Russian leader last 
i n t e r e s t s T h e  C h i n a - R u s s i a  are also long-standing partners of Iran visited China in September as Xi's 
relationship, however, is far from and North Korea.

NEWS BOX

Finnish divers will try to recover 2 of the dead 
Italians from an underwater cave in the Maldives

Xi hosts Putin in Beijing days 
after Trump: What to know

Teenage gunmen open fire 
on San Diego mosque, 
killing three men; both 
supects dead

Iran warns Trump 
against military action, 
says US will be forced to 
‘retreat and surrender’

World.(Agency) 
Senior Advisor to Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah 

Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei, Mohsen Rezaee, has 
issued a stern warning to US President Donald Trump 
over repeated threats of military action, saying that the 
“iron fist of Iran’s armed forces will force the US to 
retreat and surrender.”Reacting to Trump’s recent 
remarks about postponing a planned attack on Iran, 
Rezaee slammed the US President’s approach, 
describing it as indecisive and driven by a misplaced 
expectation of forcing Iran into submission.“He sets a 
deadline for a military strike and then cancels it 
himself! With this vain hope of making the Iranian 
nation and officials surrender! The iron fist of the 
powerful armed forces and the great Iranian nation 
will force them to retreat and surrender,” Rezaee said 
in a post on X.Trump on Monday said he had 
temporarily delayed a planned military strike on Iran 
amid what he described as “very big discussions” with 
Tehran over the ongoing West Asia crisis.

Speaking to reporters, Trump said Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
the United Arab Emirates and several other countries 
had urged Washington to hold off military action for a 
few days, citing optimism over diplomatic progress.

“I put it (attack on Iran) off for a little while, hopefully 
maybe forever, but possibly for a little while because 
we've had very big discussions with Iran, and we'll see 
what they amount to. I was asked by Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar, UAE and some others if we could put it off for 
two or three days, a short period of time, because they 
think that they are getting very close to making a 
deal...It's a very positive development, but we'll see 
whether or not it amounts to anything,” Trump said.

He added that multiple countries were actively engaging 
with both Washington and Tehran in an effort to de-
escalate tensions through diplomacy.

“I was called by these three countries, plus others, and 
they're dealing directly with our people and right now, 
Iran. There seems to be a very good chance that they 
can work something out. If we can do that without 
bombing the hell out of them, I will be very happy,” 
Trump said.The developments come amid heightened 
tensions over Iran’s nuclear programme, with 
Washington continuing to weigh diplomatic and 
military options. While US officials maintain that 
Trump is pursuing a negotiated settlement, frustration 
has reportedly grown over Tehran’s reluctance to 
agree to key US demands.Earlier, Trump rejected 
Iran’s latest peace proposal aimed at resolving the 
West Asia crisis, saying it failed to meet expectations 
and offered little meaningful progress towards a deal, 
according to Axios, citing a senior US official and a 
source familiar with the matter.

Under Trump pressure, EU 
eyes deal to end trade 
standoff

STRASBOURG. (Agency) 
The EU hopes Tuesday to strike a deal towards 

implementing its nearly year-old trade pact with the 
United States -- with an increasingly impatient 
Donald Trump threatening steep new tariffs unless it 
is done by July 4.The 27-nation bloc struck an accord 
with Washington last July setting levies on most 
European goods at 15 percent, but to the US 
president's frustration a final version of the text still 
needs nailing down on the EU side.

"A deal is a deal," the US mission to the EU posted on X 
Monday, saying the bloc "must live up" to the 
agreement sealed in Turnberry, Scotland, between 
Trump and EU chief Ursula von der Leyen.

Negotiators from the EU's parliament and capitals will 
meet Tuesday night in Strasbourg to push for a 
compromise that would allow the bloc to meet 
Trump's deadline and hopefully turn the page on 
more than a year of transatlantic trade battles.

Short of that, Trump has warned the EU should expect 
"much higher" tariffs -- and has already vowed to 
raise duties on European cars and trucks from 15 to 25 
percent.The tariff blitz unleashed by Trump before 
the Turnberry accord, including hefty levies on steel, 
aluminium and car parts, jolted the bloc into 
cultivating trade ties around the world.

But the EU cannot afford to neglect the 1.6-trillion-euro 
($1.9-trillion) relationship with the United States, its 
largest trade partner.Cyprus, which holds the rotating 
presidency of the EU, said its goal "remains, the swift 
implementation of the EU-US joint statement".To 
reach a compromise with member states, parliament 
is under pressure to renege on several amendments it 
added to the text in March which the Americans 
consider unacceptable.The head of parliament's trade 
committee, Bernd Lange, struck an optimistic note, 
saying the sides had "already made a lot of progress".

Finance Minister Nicola Willis 
also announced three 
consecutive years of  budget 
cuts for most public agencies, 
"significant reduction" in the 
number of  departments, and 
plans for faster uptake of  AI 
technology.

Congo health ministry reports 131 deaths, 513 
suspected Ebola cases in eastern Congo

experts, supported by the Maldives Europe, which deployed the three MALE, Maldives.(Agency) 
police and the military.“As was Finnish divers, said on its website that Three Finnish divers on Tuesday will 
previously thought, the four bodies they are technical and cave divers with attempt to recover the bodies of two of 
were found inside the cave, not only international experience in search and the four Italians who died deep inside 
inside the cave, but well inside the cave recovery  miss ions ,  inc luding an underwater cave in an atoll in the 
into the third segment of the cave, operations in “deep overhead Maldives, five days after they were 
which is the largest part,” Shaam said. environments, confined spaces and reported missing.The bodies were 

high-risk scenarios.”The team used located on Monday, when searches 
advanced technical  sys tems,  resumed after being suspended 
including closed-circuit rebreathers, following the death of a local military 
a system that recycles exhaled diver during a perilous mission to try 
breathing gas and removes carbon to reach them. The Italian divers 
dioxide through a chemical scrubber, went missing on Thursday.Maldives 
allowing for “significantly longer government spokesman Ahmed 
dives,” the organization said.Shaam said that the three divers will 

The body of a fifth Italian — a diving retrieve the bodies, which are lying at 
instructor — was found earlier a depth of around 60 meters (200 
outside the cave on the day they were feet), which is up to 30 meters (nearly 
reported missing. The five were 100 feet) from where the Maldives 
exploring a cave at a depth of about 50 coast guard will eventually take over 
meters (160 feet) in Vaavu Atoll on and hand them over to police closer 
Thursday, according to Italy’s to the surface.The legal depth for 
Foreign Ministry.recreational diving in the Maldives is He said that the four bodies were found 

30 meters (nearly 100 feet).The Initial teams had already dived to “pretty much together,” and that the 
government of the Indian Ocean island identify and mark the entrance to the plan was to recover two bodies on 
nation on Monday said that the bodies cave system where the Italians Tuesday and the remaining two on 
were spotted in the innermost part of disappeared.Wednesday.The Divers’ Alert Network 
the cave by three Finnish diving 

KINSHASA. (Agency)  
IAt least 131 deaths and over 500 suspected cases have been 

reported in the ongoing Ebola outbreak in eastern Congo, the 
Congolese health ministry said Tuesday as details emerged 
about the government’s delayed response.Samuel Roger 
Kamba, the minister of public health, said: “513 suspected 
cases and 131 deaths have been recorded in the affected 
areas."

“These are suspected deaths, and investigations are underway to 
determine which ones are actually linked to the disease.”The 
WHO on Sunday declared the Ebola outbreak a public health 
emergency of international concern.Health authorities say the 
current outbreak, first confirmed on Friday, is caused by the 
Bundibugyo virus, a rare variant of the Ebola disease that has 
no approved therapeutics or vaccines. Although more than 20 
Ebola outbreaks have taken place in Congo and Uganda, this is 
only the third time that the Bundibugyo virus has been 
detected.

Cases have now been confirmed in Bunia, North Kivu’s rebel-
held capital of Goma, Mongbwalu, Butembo, and Nyakunde.

The World Health Organization’s director-general, Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, said in Geneva on Tuesday that he is 
“deeply concerned about the scale and speed of the epidemic” 
and the U.N. health agency will convene its emergency 
committee Tuesday to advise on recommendations.

reduce" the number of departments, and jobs. Her center-right government, which by the National Party, blames what it says 
demand faster uptake of AI technology has been in power since 2023 and was fiscal recklessness by the previous 
across the sector. The cutbacks would save campaigned then on downsizing the public center-left administration led by Labour for 
2.4 billion New Zealand dollars ($1.4 growing public servant numbers, which 
billion) during that period, the minister increased from 48,000 to 63,000 during 
told a business audience in New Zealand's Labour's time in office. In 2018, Labour had 
biggest city, Auckland.Many public revoked a cap on public sector jobs imposed 
servants live and work in the capital city, by the last National government, saying 
Wellington. Their numbers would be cut to that had prompted ballooning spending on 
55,000, a drop of 8,700 from December contractors and consultants by agencies 
2025 figures, Willis said. avoiding new full-time hires.Most 

government agencies will have their That would reduce the number of public 
funding  t r immed by  2% in  the  servants to 1% of New Zealand's 
government's budget at the end of May, population of 5.3 million people, she 
Willis said. Cuts of 5% per year would added,  down from 1.2%."That 's  

sector, faces a fresh election in follow for each of the next two years if the unsustainable, it's unaffordable and it's out 
November.Unions and opposition political government was reelected.The public of step with international trends," she said 

WELLINGTON.(Agency) parties decried Tuesday's announcement. sector "hasn't been keeping pace" with Tuesday. The military, teachers and 
 New Zealand's government will lay off "There is no way you can reduce that many advances in AI and digital technology and doctors would be among those exempt 

nearly 9,000 workers, amounting to 14% of people working for our public service would be required to adopt them, Willis from the job losses, Willis said.
public sector jobs, by mid-2029 as part of a without reducing front-line services," said said.The pledge of public sector cutbacks The measures would also reduce the number 
bid to slash billions in spending, Finance Labour Party and opposition leader Chris comes as growth in New Zealand's of government departments and agencies 
Minister Nicola Willis said Tuesday. Hipkins. Duane Leo, spokesperson for the economy remains sluggish and Prime from the current 39 to an unspecified 

Willis said her administration would also union representing thousands of public Minister Christopher Luxon, who sold figure.The layoffs won't happen right 
enact three consecutive years of budget cuts servants, said the measures were "an act of himself as a better fiscal manager than his away, however, and Willis didn't detail a 
for most public agencies, "significantly willful destruction."The government, led opponents.plan for deciding who would lose their 

New Zealand's government plans to cut 14% of  
public sector jobs to slash spending

KYIV.(Agency) 
Russia targeted eight regions of Ukraine in its latest 

nighttime drone and missile barrage, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Monday, with 
local authorities reporting that the strikes wounded 
more than two dozen civilians, including three 
children.Russian forces fired 524 attack drones and 
22 ballistic and cruise missiles, Zelenskyy said. The 
city of Dnipro and the surrounding central region of 
Ukraine bore the brunt of the attack, officials said.

The barrage continued a recent spiral of long-range 
strikes that have grown in scale following a May 9-11 
ceasefire that US President Donald Trump said he 
asked Zelenskyy and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin to observe but which had little impact. There is 
no sign a peace deal is taking shape despite U.S. 
diplomatic efforts to end Russia's invasion.

Russia hammered Ukraine over several days last week, 
flattening a Kyiv apartment building where 24 people 
died.One of Ukraine's largest drone strikes on Russia 
killed at least four people, including three near 
Moscow, and wounded a dozen others, authorities 
said Sunday.

Ukraine develops its own glide bombs
In more than four years of war, Ukraine has built up its 

own long-range capabilities. It has been hitting oil 
facilities that represent a vital part of the Russian 
economy, as well as other targets deep inside Russia, 
making the Russian public take notice. That has 
increased the pressure on Putin, whose army is 
struggling to make progress on the battlefield and 
who claimed earlier this month, without providing 
evidence, that the war is approaching its end.

On Sunday, the Russian Defense Ministry said that 
more than 1,000 Ukrainian drones had been shot 
down or jammed in the previous 24 hours, with 
around 80 on their way to Moscow.

Russia unleashes another 
aerial barrage on Ukraine as 
the war's long-range strikes 
escalate

SAN DIEGO.(Agency)
Two teenage shooters opened fire at a San Diego 

mosque on Monday and killed three men, then killed 
themselves a few blocks away, in an attack police are 
investigating as a hate crime.

There was no specific threat made against the Islamic 
Center of San Diego but authorities found evidence 
that the suspects engaged in "generalized hate 
rhetoric," San Diego Police Chief Scott Wahl said.

He declined to give more details, but said the 
"circumstances that led up to this" would come out in 
the days ahead.Before the attack, officers were 
already looking for one of the teenagers since his 
mother called police concerned that her son was 
suicidal and had run away, Wahl said. There were 
weapons missing from the home and the mother's 
vehicle was gone, he added.The search took on even 
more urgency as police learned that he was dressed in 
camouflage and with an acquaintance, details that 
were unexpected for someone about to die by suicide, 
he said.Police began using whatever technology they 
could to find the 17- and 18-year-old, including 
automated license plate readers. The department 
dispatched authorities to a mall near where the car 
had been tracked by police, and officers alerted a 
school where at least one of the suspects had been a 
student, Wahl said.As officers continued 
interviewing the mother about places the teens might 
be, they got reports of a shooting at the 
mosque.Among those killed was a mosque security 
guard, who police believe "played a pivotal role" in 
keeping the attack from being "much worse," Wahl 
said.
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