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Ahmedabad:A sensational
development has emerged in
the alleged honeytrap case
involving Jain monk Rajati-
lak Sagarji Maharaj, as fresh
revelations point toward
what investigators and
media sources describe as an
organized multi-crore black-
mail and extortion syndicate
targeting influential reli-
gious figures.The contro-
versy, which initially
appeared to be a straightfor-
ward criminal complaint,
has now taken a dramatic
turn after purported affi-
davits linked to complainant
Kiran Doshi and his wife
surfaced, triggering intense
debate within the Jain com-
munity and among legal cir-
cles.Affidavits Spark New
QuestionsAccording to
sources, the affidavits have
raised serious doubts regard-
ing the intent and credibility
behind the FIR filed in the
matter. The documents al-
legedly suggest that the case
may have been used as a
pressure tactic aimed at ex-
tracting massive financial

settlements.The emerging
questions include:Was the
FIR filed as part of a larger
strategy to pressure the
monk?Who were the real

masterminds allegedly oper-
ating behind the scenes?Was
there a coordinated network
involved in targeting reli-
gious leaders for
extortion?The revelations
have reportedly caused sig-
nificant concern among
members of the Jain com-
munity and intensified

scrutiny of the entire
case.Prominent Names
Under ScannerSources fa-
miliar with the develop-
ments claim that several

influential names, including
Hardik Hudiya, Jagat
Parekh, Vikram Singhvi, and
Vikram Bafna, are now
being discussed in connec-
tion with the alleged con-
spiracy.While no official
charges against these indi-
viduals have been confirmed
publicly, speculation sur-

rounding their alleged in-
volvement has fueled
widespread discussion
across Gujarat.Observers
believe that as the investiga-
tion progresses, more details
regarding the alleged net-
work and its financial deal-
ings could
emerge.Allegations of Pres-
sure and IntimidationRe-
ports also suggest that as
media investigations
deepen, attempts are al-
legedly being made to influ-
ence narratives, spread
misinformation, and pres-
sure journalists covering the
story.In a strongly worded
statement, senior journalist
and Group Editor Pawan
Makan asserted that inves-
tigative journalism would
continue regardless of intim-
idation attempts.“Truth can-
not be buried under
pressure. Every layer of this
conspiracy will be exposed
before the public.”Outrage
Within Jain CommunityThe
case has sparked anger and
concern among sections of
the Jain community, with
many community leaders
demanding a transparent and

impartial investigation.Sev-
eral voices within the com-
munity have stated that any
attempt to malign religious
figures for financial gain
must be dealt with strictly
under the law, regardless of
the influence or status of
those involved.Key Ques-
tions Being RaisedThe un-
folding controversy has led
to several critical ques-
tions:Will investigators un-
cover the full extent of the
alleged blackmail syndi-
cate?Could influential indi-
viduals allegedly linked to
the operation face legal con-
sequences?Is there a larger
network operating beyond
Gujarat?Will agencies pur-
sue financial and digital
trails connected to the al-
leged settlement racket?As
the investigation continues,
the case is rapidly evolving
into one of Gujarat’s most
talked-about controversies
involving religion, influ-
ence, media scrutiny, and al-
leged organized
extortion.More revelations
are expected in the coming
days as the probe deepens.

Alleged Multi-Crore Blackmail Syndicate Exposed; Investigation
Raises Questions Over FIR Motive and Role of Influential Figures
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Nadu. In 2021, the southern state led the IT may not give the entire picture and there 
national tally with 250 deaths of a total of is no denying that drug overdose deaths 
737. It managed to bring the numbers often go unreported, but the significance 
down sharply, but the reversal points to the of the National Crime Records Bureau 
vulnerability. No region is safe. The fight (NCRB) data lies in the insights it 
against drugs loses sting in the absence of provides. According to the latest report, of 
relentless, coordinated crackdowns the 978 drug overdose deaths reported 
against the kingpins, and not just the across India in 2024, Tamil Nadu 
peddlers. With a focus on supply accounted for 313, followed by Punjab at 
reduction, there is negligible policy push 106. Punjab has shed the dubious 
on demand reduction by addressing the distinction of leading the tally, but the 
causes of addiction and offering solutions.situation on the ground remains worrying. 

Punjab has the second-highest NDPS Act The number of deaths has gone up from 89 
crime rate at 29 cases per lakh population in 2023, when the national tally was 654. 
and the fourth-highest number of cases. What’s more alarming, the drug net is 
Kerala tops the list in both categories. It’s widening. Himachal Pradesh reported 31 
an unfair assessment that the governments deaths, up from 21, and Haryana three, 
in Punjab have ignored the drug menace. from zero a year earlier. Each death 

support at critical moments.Similar to Punjab, the drug What’s inescapable is that they have largely failed. denotes a failure at many levels, most of all the inability 
issue now dominates the political discourse in Tamil Clearly, the strategies are not working.to prevent the supply lines and offer de-addiction 

Better to reign in Hell 
than serve in Heaven

A decade in Iran and how it shaped me and my family

Drug deaths : NCRB data shows the net is only widening

The huge, and sometimes violent, protests in Noida 
last month by factory workers and domestic 
helpers over the increase in minimum wages.

The refusal of a High Court judge to recuse herself 
from a case in which her children are employed 
by one of the parties, and she herself is reported to 
have attended functions organised by that party’s 
affiliates.A “gherao” of judicial officers 
(appointed as adjudicators for appeals by deleted 
voters) by thousands of such disenfranchised 
voters in a district of West Bengal.

The deletion of names of almost 30 lakh voters in 
West Bengal, who had voted in previous 
elections and possessed all the required 
documents, because of an opaque, algorithm-
driven “logical discrepancy” feature not 
provided in any law or used in any other state.

The holding of polls without deciding the pending 
appeals of these 30 lakh unfortunates, and the 
callous indifference of the Supreme Court to their 
constitutional right to vote, saying that they could 
vote in the next election!

The imposition of a casteist bail condition on 
accused (but not convicted) Adivasi Dalits by an 
Odisha court to the effect that they should clean 
police stations every morning for two months, 
demeaning their dignity and making a mockery 
of the law.The defection of seven Rajya Sabha 
MPs, led by one Raghav Chadha, from the AAP 
to the BJP.A poor tribal in Jharkhand being 
compelled to carry the corpse of his dead sister to 
a bank in order to prove her death, just so that the 
meagre balance in her account could be 
transferred to him as the heir. The KYC 
converted from Know Your Customer to Know 
Your Corpse.The dismissal of cases of hate 
speech against leaders of a political party by a 
court on the grounds that their utterances did not 
amount to expressing hate or inciting violence. 
One of these speeches included the now 
infamous exhortation: Desh ke gaddaron ko, goli 
maro salon ko. The other was a video of a Chief 
Minister pointing a rifle at a target with a picture 
of a Muslim man.The incidents differ in context, 
content, import and location, but they all contain 
one common element: the complete collapse of 
what makes a developed country — governance, 
common law, societal values, empathy, the rule 
of law, trust in the government or its institutions, 
the idea of equity and even-handed justice.

Taken together, these point to the breakdown of 
something cumulatively more precious — 
democracy itself. It vindicates the far-sighted and 
cautionary words of Dr Ambedkar: that 
democracy in India was only a thin layer of top 
soil which could be blown away easily and 
should not be taken for granted.A devil’s wind is 
blowing through the country these days, 
removing the top soil and exposing the outcrop of 
power, lust, greed, religious bigotry, casteism, 
violence that have always underpinned our 
society. We had expected that progressive 
governments, democratically elected, would 
over time erode and disintegrate these negative 
features of our civilisational landscape, but the 
opposite has happened. Successive governments, 
more so the one we have had for the last 12 years, 
have only reinforced these flaws and fault lines; 
these have been made the driving force behind 
national (even international) policies; these are 
being embedded in laws and educational 
curriculum; these have become unapologetic 
instruments of state policy; these constitute the 
agenda on which elections are being fought.

The defection of Raghav Chadha only confirms 
this terminal decline because it shows that a 
liberal upbringing and foreign education is no 
shield against the unscrupulousness of India’s 
politics, and it vindicates the mounting distrust of 
politicians in general. The executive has even 
managed to brutalise our society to a point where 
the top 10 per cent care only for their own 
comforts and privileges, leaving the other 90 per 
cent to survive as best as they can. We are among 
the most inequitable countries in the world, and 
proud of it. Democracy is the last thing which can 
emerge from this witch’s cauldron.

Forget Hindu-Muslim, we are now so sycophantic that even those not connected to politics are denied their due

me as a child — other than realising that it snowed in Ancient Iran (Persia) was the dominant nation of West I was toddler when my family moved to Iran and much of 
Iran, of course — was finding out just how much Indian Asia for over twelve centuries, with Persian models of what I recall takes one of two forms — visual snapshots 
and Iranian culture had in common, from language to administration, trade and inclusiveness influencing or sounds and rhythms. Music is said to be the echo that 
food. The mouth-watering naan, pulao and faloodeh Western nations as well. Pre-dating the Magna Carta by stays even when the words have faded and one pre-
savoured in Iran I would later find in India. In language, I over 1,700 years, the Cyrus Cylinder is a Persian clay revolutionary memory that stands out in my mind is a 
delighted in the discovery of shared words between artefact from 539 BC that records Cyrus the Great’s Farsi children’s poem, ‘Ma Golhoye Khandanim’ (We 
Hindi and Farsi — words like zindagi, jaan and azad. decrees on religious tolerance and the restoration of are the smiling flowers). It is a poem celebrating children 
And Iranians were always thrilled to learn that we were displaced peoples to their homelands, including the as the future of Iran, their joy, innocence and national 
Indian. “Same culture, same civilisation!” they would return of the Jews to Jerusalem. Cyropaedia, a classic pride, a poem rendered particularly poignant by what 
enthuse. Keenly aware of their history, they knew of the Greek study of Cyrus’s leadership, influenced Thomas confronts the people and children of Iran today. Here is 
deep historical and cultural ties that bind us, something I Jefferson, one of the founding fathers of America, helping an English translation:The truth is that Iran was an 
would learn about from my father, who was something shape his ideals of tolerant and enlightened government. accident, but quite possibly the most wonderful accident 
of a history buff: how we came from the same family in And the Iranians we met were both aware and proud of that could ever have befallen our family. It was the 1970s 
the Steppes of Central Asia before migration separated their rich cultural heritage and its contribution to other and my father was working as an English language 
us into Indo-Aryans and Iranians; how later, the highly civilisations. More recently, I was reminded of this by the specialist at the Central Institute of English and Foreign 

response of Iranian diplomat, Mojtaba Languages (CIEFL), Hyderabad, when a recruitment 
Ferdosipour, to the American threat to destroy team from Tehran University arrived, seeking 
Iran’s 3,000-year-old civilisation. In an interview instructors. My father was quite settled and what with a 
with the Associated Press, he was quoted as saying baby — my baby brother — on the way, he had no plans 
“…no fool would cut off the branch of a tree he is for change. But then, the hand of fate intervened in the 
sitting on because he himself would fall first, and form of a well-meaning older colleague who persuaded 
it is the sturdy tree that always stands, not the my father to attend an interview. If nothing else, the 
branches and appendages that have grown from colleague argued, it would be good practice and help to 
it…” Regardless of one’s political inclination, the hone my father’s interviewing skills.

I often wonder what our lives would have been like if my sense of pride is unmistakeable.Iranians’ pride in 
father had refused. But as it was, he not only attended the their past was balanced by an attitude of humility 
interview, but was also offered a job on the spot! My and curiosity towards learning. It was almost as if 
mother saw it as a wonderful opportunity to expand our knowing where they had come from gave them the 
horizons, to explore the unexplored, and so it was that strength to explore and grow, like the spreading 
after my brother was born, we moved to Tehran, Iran. branches of a tree anchored by strong roots. 

Iran is an experience that touches the heart and soul in Nowhere was this clearer than in my father’s 
ways that are hard to describe. Rabindranath Tagore students who seemed extremely eager to learn. 
expressed it thus: “The spirit of Persia has always been a Many of them sought extra classes and tuition in 
spirit of beauty and harmony. It is a land where the soul English, as did professionals like doctors and 
of the poet finds its home.” The country welcomed us engineers who, despite being well-established in 
with open arms and the extent of warmth and hospitality their fields, were keen on self-improvement. And 
that we experienced there I have never encountered when they came to our home for lessons, they 
anywhere since. People we had just met invited us into were never empty-handed. Instead, they came 
their homes for meal after meal. The feeling of bearing gifts for their Ustaad, because teachers 

Persianised Mughal rulers of India adopted Persian as community and generosity of spirit was there for all to and scholarship have always been highly regarded in 
their court language, influencing languages like Urdu see, and I cannot recall ever feeling like an outsider. Persian culture.My family lived in Iran for a decade and 
and Hindi; how Sanskrit and Avestan from ancient Iran There was never any sense of being ‘the other’. The in the early years, thanks to the Shah’s alliance with the 
were sister languages, branches of the same tree. I would sizeable expatriate community, particularly Indians, West, American influences were everywhere, shaping 
also learn that the paternal grandfather of Iran’s first played a part in this, of course. But it was more than that. everything from fashion to television programs and 
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ruhollah Musavi Khomeini There was a sense of connectedness, of shared humanity music. Young Iranians, like their Western counterparts, 
was born in Uttar Pradesh and fled India to escape that seemed to be inextricably intertwined with Iranian often dressed in bell-bottoms and mini-skirts. Our 
British colonialism, eventually settling in Khomein, Iran culture.Initially enrolled in a British-run international neighbours were fans of Boney M and loved playing their 
in the 1830s. In the words of Jawaharlal Nehru, “Few preschool, my brother and I then moved to the Indian music and dancing to their songs. I remember watching 
people have been more closely related in origin and School in Tehran, where we learned Hindi, Punjabi and ‘Charlie’s Angels’ and ‘The Six Million Dollar Man’ — 
throughout history than the people of India and the Farsi, switching between them with ease. Of these my or ‘Marde Sheesh Million Dollar’ as it was known in 
people of Iran.”favourite was Farsi, a charmingly lyrical language that is Farsi — and as a young girl, was particularly delighted 

In fact, Iran’s connections were not restricted to India. pleasing to the ear. One of the most surprising things for when ‘The Bionic Woman’ made her television debut!.

There was a sense of connectedness, of shared humanity that seemed to be inextricably intertwined with Iranian culture.

Tribune territory to remember all those whom we have The world celebrated the centenary of two extraordinary 
not acknowledged sufficiently. The redoubtable MS men in the past week. Let me talk first of Sir David 
Randhawa, Chandigarh’s first Chief Commissioner, Attenborough, a living treasure and someone whose 
planting the beautiful trees that still stand as a testimony quiet, yet watchful, presence leaves no footprints except 
to his unerring taste in greenery, the collection of those on the ground. Which one of us has not been 
Kangra paintings and Gandhara sculptures in the mesmerised by his television series on Nature and the 
Chandigarh Museum and at the Panjab University natural world? From the Earth to the oceans and deep 
museum, the famous agricultural university in forests, this recorder of the wonders of the world that we 
Ludhiana, the one who started the Van Mahotsav when are often blind to — or unaware of — has opened our 
we are encouraged to plant trees over a week, the Green eyes and hearts. His brother, the equally gifted 
Revolution… how many other wonderful initiatives filmmaker Richard Attenborough, was another genius. 
were undertaken by this remarkable man who was an His ‘Gandhi’ is one of those classic films that one never 
author, botanist, civil servant and art historian.I tires of seeing.Like these remarkable siblings, two 
mentioned the university’s museum to remember talented storytellers here in India (RK Laxman and RK 
another legendary art scholar, Prof BN Goswamy, Narayan) have left their own footprint for us to 
whose reputation as an authority on Pahari paintings remember them by. ‘Malgudi Days’ (RK Narayan’s 
made him respected across the world.exquisite gems of a small imaginary town and its 

Dr Randhawa ensured that the collection of Gandhara delightful population) is unforgettable, as are the 
sculptures from the Lahore Museum came to brilliant cartoons that his brother RK Laxman created for 
Chandigarh as India’s share. I shudder to think if these The Times of India for decades. The Common Man, 
worthy people had not been there when Chandigarh was Laxman’s eyes and ears, never spoke a word but he saw 
being created.And yet, while every worthless political it all. With a few deft lines, Laxman managed to catch 
lightweight and charlatan is decorated with the highest the quintessential soul of the characters he drew — 
civilian awards, the Bharat Ratna is largely bestowed capturing the imperious Mrs G with her hooked nose and corrupt politician Mr Bundaldass and his sidekick school of irreverence, producing clean fun that was 
only on this lot. Think of how many philanthropists, tilted chin, or the loveable Nehru with the rose in his Moonaswamy and the unforgettable Miss Rajni inoffensive but sharp, and lines to make stereotypes that 
industrialists, writers, academics and scholars are sherwani. Even long after their demise, the RK brothers Nimbupani, the dumb but sexy Bollywood bimbo. imprinted them on the reader’s mind.
overlooked when we think of celebrating the lives of (like the Attenboroughs) have not been bettered. Unlike RK Laxman, Mario’s cartoons did not have a clever Do try and get a copy of Mario’s ‘To Goa with Love’, 
those Indians who shaped this country, had the courage While on the subject of century tributes, I want to pay a turn of political phrase but his characters needed no dedicated to his lovely wife, Habiba, to revisit those 
to speak up fearlessly and quietly did what was right. deep homage to another cartoonist who brought a smile words, except generic ones like ‘Saar’ to convey a innocent times when we had not sanitised our natural 
They spoke through their work and made their long lives to several generations of Indians. Mario Miranda (who certain mood and situation that needed little else. For responses to such a level of political correctness that the 
an opportunity to create lasting institutions and lay down would have turned 100 on May 2) also preferred to stay years, Mario was the central attraction of The Illustrated fun went out of humour.What we have also lost is the 
traditions that would inspire generations after them.away from public gaze yet his characters have lingered Weekly of India and had a loyal following of admiring generosity to pay homage to those who are not from the 

There are so many lives which have gone unsung and on as delightful memories. Among them are Godbole in editors — Khushwant Singh, Frank Moraes and Vinod same political gene pool as us. Forget Hindu-Muslim, 
unacknowledged but their work, like the fragrance from a dhoti and shabby coat, holding a rolled-up umbrella, Mehta, to name just a few. Along with his acolyte Gerson we are now so mealy-mouthed and sycophantic that 
dried roses, refuses to die out. May they always be the bosomy secretary Miss Fonseca in a polka-dotted de Cunha, Nissim Ezekiel, Dom Moraes and Alyque even those who were not in any way connected to 
remembered with bowed heads and deep reverence.dress tightly stretched over her generous curves, the Padamsee, he set up what can be called the Bombay politics are not given their due. Look no further than The 

Touchstones: Giants we must celebrate

Similar to Punjab, the drug issue now dominates the political discourse in Tamil Nadu
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Work
The typical work day of a professional is 
becoming more complex and demanding by 
the day . 
The multitude and variety of tasks can 
become overwhelming; many employees are 
unable to handle the stress and face a dip in 
their productivity . Prioritization skills 
become a handy tool in such cases and allow 
professionals to plan their day in a manner 
that not only creates value, but creates the 
right value.
Why is prioritizing of workload necessary at 
all? Abhijit Nimgaonkar, India capability & 
expertise centre head and office managing 
principal (Delhi), ZS, answers, "The classic 
situation faced by employees today is 
simultaneous urgent requests from multiple 
stakeholders. In the context of a global 
marketplace (different time zones), 
i n c r e a s i n g  c o m p e n s a t i o n  ( h i g h e r  
expectations), many communication 
channels (request reach and immediacy), 
prioritising daily , weekly , monthly tasks is 
key to effective responsibility management. 
Working faster is not the solution; instead, 
working on the right tasks is essential."

A broad categorization of all tasks is 
essential to bring prioritization in motion. 
S r i n i v a s  G h a n a g a m ,  h e a d  H R ,  
Freudenberg India, explains, "Being able 
to distinguish between `urgent' and 
`important' tasks is one of the best known 
ways of dealing with a flood of emails, 
projects and presentations, the former 
being less critical than the latter. The focus 
should, therefore, be placed on ̀ important' 
work, which is usually more strategic in 
nature; losing focus of the same can be the 
undoing of an up and coming executive."
Manuel D'Souza, director - HR, Serco 
Global Services, tells us how such 
measures also allow work-life balance, 
"Time spent on planning activities saves 
sufficient time in execution. On a regular 
basis, prioritizing not only makes a person 
more efficient at daily work-related 
activities, but also gives them the latitude 
to focus on their personal goals. It helps 
strike the right balance to handle both, 
their professional and personal life."
How can one's prioritization skills be 
honed? Rajiv Naithani, associate VP HR 
a n d  L & D ,  G l o b a l L o g i c ,  g i v e s  
suggestions:

Pen down every possible thing you can do 
in a day;

See if you have any tasks that need 
immediate attention and if not completed 
soon, will have serious negative impact on 
business and people;

Scan the list and identify highest value-
adding tasks. Determine the amount of 
efforts expected to be invested on each 
activity and set the order accordingly;

 Don't forget 
that change is certain and be prepared for 

work that will come above your set 
order of priorities;

You probably can't get to everything on 
your list. Focus on the priorities that 
you know you must and can complete 
for the day.
Mehul Shah, MD, Collabera, describes 
the Pareto principle in the context of 
prioritization of workload, "The Pareto 
principle states that of the things you do 
during your day , only 20 per cent 
produce 80 per cent of your results. It 
emphasizes on putting more energy in 
prioritizing your tasks in the first hour 
at work and focus on the 20 per cent that 
matters. When the fire drills of the day 
begin to sap your time and something in 
the schedule has to slip, make sure it's 
not part of that 20 per cent."
Prioritization also enables employees 
to maintain clarity on the ultimate goals 
of the organization. Sailesh Shetty, VP 
human resources & services, Toyota 
K i r l o s k a r  M o t o r ,  e x p l a i n s ,  
"Organisations should make every 
employee understand the role he or she 
is playing in solving the issues 
important for the organisation. 
Employees should have clarity on what 
is expected from them; this enables 
them to prioritise better. When the 
employer engages employees every 
day in analysing and solving problems, 
they feel highly motivated."
Thus, prioritisation can make a lot of 
difference in employee efficiency and 
productivity .

- Make a work list:

- Categorize urgent vs important:

- Evaluate value importance:

- Be compliant and flexible:

- Cut the cord:

Here's why 
prioritizing 

 is important

Tips to crack your job 

The most important task before preparing for a job 
interview is to start with a self assessment of whether 

you suit the position and organization in question. 

Here are a few tips on how you can sail 
through your first job interview.
The foremost issue all organizations face is 
that candidates do not match up to the 
needs of the job. Many job aspirants look at 
their careers from a myopic view of brands 
and fancy designations coupled with fat 
salaries. The first five years of one's 
professional life are formative, which is 
why this period should be utilized to gather 
profound professional experience. This is 
not the time to hunt for a cozy post.
The most important task before preparing 
for a job interview is to start with a self-
assessment of whether you suit the 
p o s i t i o n  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  
question.Visualise yourself as a part of the 
organization:
How confident do you feel about being 
there? Is the work is in line with your 
interest and natural abilities?
The inner call, backed up by 
research, is crucial before 
you choose to go for the 

interview. There is a job for everyone; they 
just need to home in on the right place.
- A lot of engineers may actually do well in 
creative positions than technical roles. If 
technical expertise is your area of interest and 
prowess, go for it.Evaluate which subject or 
activity you are best at. It shows your interest 
and natural inclination. If the inner call says, 
`choose an alternative career,' please do so. 
Do not succumb to social pressure. It is better 
to succeed than to ̀ ape' and remain mediocre.
- The interviewer has been entrusted with the 
task of hiring the best in a competitive 
environment. It is thus your responsibility to 
c o n v i n c e  him/her of your capabilities. 

Data and facts always 
help, so converge on 
tangible information 
rather than abstract 
points. However, the 
s t a t i s t i c s  m u s t  b e  
f o c u s e d  o n  

competencies.
- Provide information on your strengths with 
evidence of its practical application in real life.
- Talk about your extracurricular activities and 
the difficult choices you made in life; it shows 
leadership attributes and job-fit skill sets.
- Talk about facts that show you make your 
choices and are not led by others alone. 
Highlight team activities you have undertaken 
- it shows your ability to collaborate.
- Elaborate on situations that make you feel 
proud - it shows confidence and self-
motivation.
- Discuss instances when you have helped 
others - it is a sign of empathy. Finally, in a 
positive way, share instances of personal 
challenges that brought you where you are 
today - it exhibits strength of character.
- Speak about your career vision. When you 
know how the job fits in the grand picture of 
your career, the interviewer is most likely to 
choose you because it creates certainty.
This is rare because many engineering 
graduates are disillusioned and openly talk 
about being explorers. Be clear where you 
wish to go. Employers would not like to waste 
time, money and effort on individuals who are 
continually exploring. If that is the case, go for 
career advice or seek other professional help 
before interviews.
In the case of engineers, interviewers' 
expectations are going to be specific. They 
look for thought leadership, precision in all 
you do, the ability to comprehend a problem 

and create solutions, an 
innovative mindset and 
critical thinking. As an 
engineer, your ability to 
lead a team will carry 

tremendous weight. 
Above all, one must 
"look and feel" like 
an engineer and not a 
casual person from 
nowher e.

L a s t l y ,  
understand 

that rejection 
has nothing 

to do with you 
personally. It is 

a b o u t  a n  
understanding 

t h a t  y o u r  
abilities do not 
suit the job. So, 
gear up for the 
next opening.

5 ways to succeed in a 
male-dominated 

Workplace
Rina, 23, has just completed her MBA in production 

management, and dreams of  a corporate career. 

She has just been placed in a small manufacturing firm, as 
an associate manager-production. On her first day at the 
office, the first thought that strikes her is: "Is 
manufacturing really my cup of tea?" With labourers 
operating their machines around her and a production 
manager sitting right across her to explain the plan of 
operation and the schedule of production, she feels 
ambivalent. Not that she lacks interest, but she knows 
somewhere that male-dominated industries pose serious 
challenges for a woman's career progression. She 
suddenly remembers those peppy words by Marilyn 
Monroe: "I don't mind living in a man's world as long as I 
can be a woman in it."
According to research by Catalyst, an NGO focusing on 
expanding business opportunities for women, talent 
management systems are often susceptible to pro-male 

Workplace

biases that expectedly result in smaller and less varied 
employee pools. The lesser the diversity (read the lesser 
the females), the more stereotypical it gets. This is the 
reason why women may find progressing and outpacing in 
these industries can be riddled with hurdles.
It is not very hard to enter a male-dominated profession, 
but it's tougher to survive in there. Among other obstacles, 
many women struggle with pre-set notions that certain 
jobs demand skillsets that are linked to masculinity.
To inject some positivity here, let's take a look at 5 ways 
that women can come into their own in any profession.

Career development is a continuous process that starts 
with self-assessment. This critical first step is the 
foundation step for personal and professional personality 
development. A routine self-assessment helps keeps an 
individual informed about her strengths and weaknesses at 
varied stages of life. A comprehensive self-analysis would 
include doing the SWIPE test, which helps you analyse 
four core elements of your personality— strengths, 
weakness, interests, potential development and emotional 
quotient. Examining these four areas will help you 
understand your personality in distinct spheres, so you 
know which parts of your life need further development 
and which attributes play to your strengths.

According to Adam Small, CEO of Strategic Business 
Network, "Networking is the single most 
powerful marketing tactic to 
accelerate and sustain 
success for any 
i n d i v i d u a l  o r  
organization." It 
is a powerful 
tool if you do 
it the right 

Self-analysis

Networking

way and with the right people in your industry. However, 
according to a study published in the Harvard Business 
Review women are often unable to exploit the power of 
their connections despite their sociability. For women to 
benefit through networking, they need to engage in 
interactions that include exchanges about their skills, 
talents, and potential development. When looking for 

groups to network with, give preference to those 
whose members are well-connected over groups 
that are simply large or well-publicised. 
Collaboration is the key.

Be your own "man"! Speak for yourself. Got a 
new idea or a cost-saving suggestion? Put it on 
the table. Women have a tendency to 
underestimate their own performance, 
especially when they find themselves in a 
minority, but confidence is a must. So, pave 
that track with blazing confidence and 
remember that it's perfectly alright to be 

wrong or fail sometimes. Just don't dwell on it. 
Also acknowledge the fact that people around you will, 

whether intentionally or unknowingly, underestimate 
y o u .  There will be times when you will be 

your only cheerleader. Manage what 
you can, work hard, follow your gut, 
stay true at heart and be rational, and 
things will fall in place.

Promote your own self

Research bears out that women who are more aggressive 
and assertive when the situation calls for it are more likely 
to be promoted.

"It's not done that way", "You are new in this field so you 
probably you don't know"... No! Do not let these kind of 
statements give you an inferiority complex. Be prepared to 
assert yourself at all times. This does not mean being rude 
or uncooperative, but having the confidence to stand your 
ground and defend your convictions. Success has 
traditionally been considered acceptable for women only 
if it's in a field that is judged as appropriate for them and is 
viewed as off-limits in fields that are male-dominated. You 
need to fight those conventions.

Many women must have walked the same path as you and 
have figured out how to overcome the obstacles along the 
way. Instead of simply winging it and risking more 
mistakes, approach them for their guidance. Connect with 
one or two women you admire and seek their advice when 
needed. If you do not know of someone directly, use social 
websites to connect with people in similar fields.
Just remember that there are many successful women out 
there and most of them are proof that being hardworking, 
resolute, smart and thick-skinned in the face of critical 
reviews at their work; have enabled them to rise to the top, 
with or without familial support. Go on girl! You can be a 
shero too!

Beware of  stereotypes

Find a mentor

Interview
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Juggling workJuggling work

Managing work-life balance
Based on my personal experiences, I firmly 
believe it is necessary to take out time for 
things other than work. I actively take out time 
to pursue my passions and be with my family. 
This allows me to excel in my work and home.
Being a fit man
I go for some form of exercise every morning; 
be it a gym workout, swimming or equestrian 
sport.
Energy high and happiness
Being able to help others gives me a great 
sense of satisfaction and happiness. It can be 
charities or helping out friends and family. I 
also feel the same way when I am learning 
something new or travelling to new cities, 
picking up a new skill or discussing an 

innovative idea with my team.
Risk-taker or micro-planner
Risk-taking and micro-planning aren't mutually 
exclusive. They can go very well together as 
traits in an individual. I am more of a micro-
planner but risk-taking is also an inherent part of 
life. I think I will be always looking to increase 
my appetite for risk.
Spiritual diet
I try to meditate daily, though it doesn't always 
happen. I find it useful in keeping myself 
centred. I also enjoy taking time to travel to 
centres of spirituality. Being physically present 
in such places always rekindles some kind of 
desire to progress spiritually in life.
Handling failure/success
Handling failure is something that I will always 

Career

be working on. I feel that the outcome is a 
result of the effort put in. Any kind of success 
or failure only reflects the amount of work 
gone into the project. I also think that successes 
and failures inevitably have to be faced in life, 
but it's very important to remain grounded and 
learn from your mistakes. I try to derive the 
major learnings from any kind of success or 
failure.
Crisis management
This is tricky. During a crisis, it is most 
important to be level-headed and understand 
the core problem. The solution will present 
itself eventually. I try to get good counsel from 
my advisers or well-wishers too. A few times, 
I've found very inspiring solutions from the 
most unlikely of sources.

Risk-taking and planning can go 

Hand in hand

Why you should avoid 
Are you one of those who loves to do many 
things at the same time? Chatting on the 
phone, cradling baby and cooking in the 
kitchen — all at the same time. Or maybe, 
texting while crossing a busy road, checking 
emails during meetings. If you feel you are 
being extra efficient doing all this and more, 
think again.
Research says that while multitasking is an 
admirable quality, it can have an adverse 
effect on your health. Here are some reasons 
that might want you to to go easy on it...
It takes longer to get work done
Multitasking doesn't exactly save time, but 
might just slow you down. It prevents you 
from meeting your deadlines as you go about 
trying to complete all tasks at the same time. 
Every task requires a different mindset and 
specifics to get the work done. So, it is much 
better to focus on one task, and finish it 
before going on to the next one.
Scatters your attention in all directions
Come to think of it, multitasking may result 
in a waste of time. This happens when your 
attention is divided into more than one 
activity at the same time, thus affecting 
productivity. You are just not able to give any 
task your complete attention.
You may tend to make more errors
Switching between two or more tasks also 

cause a person to make unnecessary 
mistakes. This is more obvious when the task 
at hand involves critical thinking and 
analysis. The more the tasks you attempt at 
the same time, the more the number of 
mistakes you are bound to make.
Causes an increase in stress
Juggling two tasks at hand is bound to cause 
stress and an increase in the heart rate. The 
physical impact is more obvious when you 
see the results of what you finished doing. 
This in turn can lead to lower self-confidence 
and depression.
It could turn out to be dangerous
If you are busy on the phone while keeping an 
eye on what's cooking on the gas, or texting 
or talking on a cell phone, while driving it is 
dangerous. It can lead to accidents and put 
lives, other than yours, at risk. Crossing the 
road while talking on the cellphone or even 
listening to music with your ear phones on, 
these are dangerous habits that can be 
avoided in your bid to multitask.
Causes you to overeat
Take the example of watching television and 
reading a book while eating, it causes a 

confusion in your brain and send misleading 
signals. This leads to overeating. Instead eat 
and pay attention to what you have on your 
plate and the portion, and chew on food and 
enjoy the meal.
There is no room for creativity
Constant multitasking may also hamper your 
creativity as it tends to use up temporary 
brain storage memory entirely. There is too 
much pressure to perform the tasks at hand 
and finish them faster too, thus making it 
difficult to think creatively when it comes to 
problem solving.
Results in bad memory
If you have the tendency to watch television 
and read a book at the same time, it means 
you have to constantly shift your focus from 
a moving image to a still one, forcing your 
brain to adapt to the fast and slow impacts of 
the same. Constantly doing that will result in 
you not being able to remember details of 
either of them.
Those around you may feel ignored
When you have your family, friends, kids 
and loved ones around you, trying to give 
attention to things other than them might 
affect your relationship with them. They may 
not like your behaviour, which may lead to 
friction in your interaction. Paying attention 
to those around you makes a big difference to 
bonding, as they feel loved and respected.

Tips to cultivate a

 Happy 
workplace

Swooshing deadlines. Office politics. 
D i s a p p o i n t i n g  a p p r a i s a l s .  
Disagreements with boss. Workplace 
can indeed be a very tough place. But it 
is important to not get caught up in 
worries, but work towards making 
things work. Agree or not, a happy 
workplace is a crucial component for a 
happy you. If you are happy, you are 
bound to attract happy people and 
happy emotions. Dr Rupa Batra, an 
International celebrity consultant of 
corporate vaastu, Feng shui and 
numerology explains, "Office is a high 
energy area, so we need to keep 
ourselves safe and away from such 
energies."
Go green: Get plants that need less 
maintenance and place them in your 
cabin. Plants are excellent in absorbing 
carbon dioxide and keeping the 
environment cool. Avoid flowery 
plants as flowers may wither off if not 
take care of. Milky plants should be 
avoided too. In case you have a small 
cubicle, then you can consider bonsai. 
They are designed for smaller areas 
only.
Clear the mess: Take time out and clear 
the mess from your table. Clutter takes 
away all good energies. Not only will it 
impart negativity but will leave a poor 
impression.
Invest in a motivating piece of art: 
Motivation is the key in any 

profession. If your office doesn't have 
enough motivational paintings or photo 
frames, buy yourself one and keep it 
close to you.
Feng shui tortoise and coin: Place a 
Feng shui tortoise on your desk as it is 
considered lucky for professionals. 
Tortoise has been given lot of 
importance in spirituality due to its 
ability to sense danger. Secondly, 
placing Feng shui coins in your cash 
box is good for business people. Feng 
shui coins are an age old medium to add 
extra luck to the cash flow. But if you 
are working, you can use the Feng shui 
coins in your drawer. It will help 
maintain the cash reserves.
Keep a diary: Keep a mini diary in your 
office bag. This diary should have your 
to-do list, which you should maintain 
daily. It should also have reminders 
about brisk walk during lunch break or 
in the evening. This is known as 
sharpening of the axe. When we forget 
to sharpen our axe, we render no result 
even if we put in lots of efforts.
Alarm clock for your desk: This is an 
extremely efficient tool in reminding 
you that you need to put in quality work. 
People remember how well you did a 
job, rather than how quickly you did it. 
Remind yourself with these alarms that 
your work quality can actually suffer if 
you submit a project in rush.
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BEIRUT.(Agency) time to demand her unconditional prison and has been jailed repeatedly 
freedom and the dismissal of all throughout her career. Her current Nobel Peace laureate and activist Narges 
charges.”Mohammadi’s Iran-based imprisonment began when she was Mohammadi has been transferred to a 
lawyer Mostafa Nili said on social arrested in the northeastern Iranian Tehran hospital more than a week after 
media the transfer order was issued city of Mashhad.Mohammadi’s family collapsing in prison, her foundation 
following the decision of the Legal said her health had been deteriorating said Sunday.Her transfer comes after 
M e d i c i n e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  —  in prison, in part because she was days of pleading by her family and 
government-appointed medical heavily beaten during her arrest. She others who described her condition as 
examiners — “which stated that, due had a heart attack in March and has a critical. Her foundation said she has 
to her multiple illnesses, she needs to blood clot in her lung since before her been granted a prison sentence 
continue treatment outside prison and imprisonment that needs blood suspension on bail. It was not clear for 
under the supervision of her own thinners and monitoring to manage how long her sentence is suspended, 
medical team.There was no immediate it.Since being taken to the Zanjan the foundation said.Mohammadi had 
comment from Iranian authorities. hospi ta l ’s  card iac  care  uni t ,  been imprisoned since December in 

Mohammadi’s blood pressure had Zanjan prison. She lost consciousness Mohammadi’s brother Hamidreza 
been swinging between extremely low twice and was transferred to a local Mohammadi, who is based in Oslo, 
and extremely high, and she was hospital on May 1.A statement from Norway, had said medical examiners 
receiving oxygen to breathe and can’t her foundation, shared with The previously recommended her transfer 
talk, according to her brother.Associated Press, said the suspended to Tehran but the decision was blocked. 

sentence is not enough and that He blamed Iran’s intelligence agency. The Nobel committee had called on 
Mohammadi needs “permanent, Iranian authorities to immediately “I’m relieved now. I can breathe lightly,” 
specialized care.”The statement added transfer Mohammadi to her dedicated her brother told the AP in a message.
that “we must ensure she never returns medical team in Tehran, saying that The 53-year-old rights activist and 
to prison to face the 18 years “without such treatment, her life champion of women’s rights was 
remaining on her sentence. Now is the remains at risk.”awarded the Nobel in 2023 while in 

NEWS BOX

'Without strategic goal, plan or timeline': US 
Senator slams Trump over Iran War

Nobel laureate Narges Mohammadi 
is transferred to a Tehran hospital

6 people found dead in 
train's boxcar near US-
Mexico border: Police

One evacuated passenger 
tests positive for 

hantavirus, another 
develops symptoms on 

flight home
TENERIFE.(Agency) 

Passengers evacuated from the hantavirus-hit cruise 

ship began flying home aboard military and 

government planes Sunday after the vessel anchored 

in the Canary Islands, with one American testing 

positive and a French traveler developing symptoms 

for the pathogen aboard their separate aircraft.
One the 17 American passengers evacuated from the 

MV Hondius tested positive for the hantavirus but is 

not showing any symptoms, U.S. health officials said 

late Sunday.Earlier, one of the five French passengers 

developed symptoms on their flight home, French 

Prime Minister Sebastien Lecornu said in a statement, 

and all were put into strict isolation with plans to be 

tested.Passengers were evacuated from the MV 

Hondius following its arrival in Tenerife, the largest 

island in the Spanish archipelago off the West African 

coast.Earlier, officials from the Spanish Health 

Ministry, the World Health Organization and the 

cruise company Oceanwide Expeditions had said 

none of the more than 140 people who were then on 

the Hondius had shown symptoms of the virus.
The aircraft carrying the Americans was due to arrive in 

Omaha, Nebraska, early Monday.The Americans 

would first be taken to the University of Nebraska 

Medical Center, which has a federally funded 

quarantine facility, to assess whether they have been in 

close contact with any symptomatic people and their 

risk levels for spreading the virus.The medical school 

also has a special unit for treating people with highly 

infectious diseases that was used early in the 

pandemic for COVID-19 patients and previously for 

Ebola patients."One passenger will be transported to 

the Nebraska Biocontainment Unit upon arrival, while 

other passengers will go to the National Quarantine 

Unit for assessment and monitoring. The passenger 

who is going to the Biocontainment Unit tested 

positive for the virus but does not have symptoms," 

said Kayla Thomas, a spokesperson for the Nebraska 

Medicine hospital that will help care for the 

passengers.From the ship, all of the passengers were 

escorted to shore by personnel in full-body protective 

gear and breathing masks. Spanish passengers were 

the first to leave, flown to Madrid and taken to a 

military hospital. Hours later, a plane that evacuated 

French passengers landed in Paris, where it was met 

by emergency vehicles.

Turkish Airlines jet catches 
fire while landing at Nepal 
airport; all passengers 
evacuated safely

KATHMANDU. (Agency) 
A Turkish Airlines jet caught fire while landing at 

Nepal's main airport on Monday, causing no reported 
injuries but forcing the airport to shut down.

The flight from Istanbul landed at Kathmandu's 
Tribhuvan International Airport with fire and smoke 
on the right landing gear. Emergency crew responded 
and controlled the fire and passengers were safely 
evacuated, according to airport officials.

The airport was shut down on Monday morning.
There were 277 passengers on board the Airbus 330 jet.
Several planes bound for Kathmandu were put on hold 

while officials were investigating and attempting to 
clear the only runway available at the airport.

Nepal experiences relatively frequent plane crashes as 
its mountainous terrain and variable weather make 
flying conditions difficult.In 2015, a Turkish Airlines 
jet landing in dense fog in Kathmandu skidded off a 
slippery runway, shutting down the airport for several 
days.No injuries were reported, and the plane was 
later towed out of the airport and converted into a 
museum.

Conditions have eased 
slightly in recent days, with 
shorter queues at fuel 
stations after the 
government increased 
supplies, but concerns 
persist across sectors.

Iran war disruptions spark higher costs 
and lost income in Bangladesh

Pacific with China or somewhere else getting out of this? This president said PESHAWAR.(Agency) 
Arizona Democratic Senator Mark in the world, the munitions are he wasn't going to start any new wars. 

Kelly has criticised US President depleted. You may have seen me ask He was going to bring down costs. He's 
Donald Trump over Washington’s the Secretary of Defence this question done exactly the opposite. War against 
involvement in the Iran conflict, about how long it's going to take to Iran. Costs on everything are up,” 
accusing the administration of Senator Kelly said.Meanwhile, 
entering the war without a “strategic Iranian state broadcaster Press TV 
goal, plan or timeline” and rapidly reported comments from IRGC 
depleting key US military stockpiles. commander Brigadier General 

Speaking to CBS on Sunday, Kelly said Ahmad Zolghadr, who claimed the 
briefings from the Pentagon on United States could no longer 
munitions inventories, including “instill panic” by deploying aircraft 
Tomahawk missiles, ATACMS, SM-3 carriers in international waters.
interceptors, THAAD rounds and Later on Sunday, United States 
Patriot missiles, revealed alarming Central Command (CENTCOM) 
levels of expenditure triggered by the said its forces had redirected 61 
conflict.“It's shocking the how deep commercial vessels amid the 
we have gone into these magazines, continuing maritime blockade in 

replenish. We're talking about years,” because this president got our country the Strait of Hormuz.
he said.Kelly also questioned the As tensions escalated across West Asia into this without a strategic goal, 
broader benefits of the conflict for and the Gulf region, Trump also lashed without a plan, without a timeline, and 
Americans, accusing Trump of failing out at Iran over Tehran’s response to because of that, we've expended a lot 
to deliver on campaign promises efforts aimed at ending hostilities and of munitions, and that means the 
related to peace and lowering restoring peace, calling the reaction American people are less safe, 
costs.“What are the American people “completely unacceptable.”whether it's a conflict in the western 

family in Dhaka, the nation's capital, trade.Higher fuel costs are leading to the conflict and a return to normal.
including a daughter at university and a son inflation and squeezing household budgets, "If this situation continues, we will have to 
in college."My family was managing fairly while industries from manufacturing to move back to our village and find some 
well through ride-sharing," he said. "But transport are facing rising operating costs other way to earn a living," Islam, the 
after the fuel shortage began, I would buy and supply disruptions. struggling father said. It is not possible to 
fuel one day and run the bike for two days. survive in Dhaka by doing ride-sharing 
As a result, I had to sit idle for one day, under these conditions."Energy crunch 
which reduced my income."The strain in weighs on Bangladesh's economy
Islam's household reflects a broader Rising energy prices are also expected to 
squeeze in Bangladesh, heavily dependent strain Bangladesh's finances, with the 
on imported fuel, where energy shortages government likely to spend an additional 
have disrupted daily life, slowed industrial $1.07 billion on LNG subsidies in the 
output and raised concerns about economic April-June quarter alone if global prices 
growth as global tensions push up costs and remain high.Bangladesh has sought 
strain supplies.Conditions have eased supplies from its big neighbor India, which DHAKA. (Agency)  
slightly in recent days, with shorter queues has responded positively as it has Tariqul Islam lost his savings after setbacks 
at fuel stations after the government diversified sources, including Russia, of in his clothing business about a year and a 
increased supplies, but concerns persist fuel.Already, authorities have imposed half ago and turned to ride-sharing on his 
across sectors.Across Asia, governments The Asian Development Bank in late April austerity measures to manage the crisis as motorbike to make ends meet. Until 
are facing similar strains as the war-driven cut growth forecasts for developing Asia global lenders warn of slower growth in the recently, he spent hours in fuel lines as 
surge in energy prices rattles economies and the Pacific, warning that war-driven nation of more than 170 million people. supply disruptions linked to the war in Iran 
dependent on imported oil and gas.The energy disruptions would slow economies Gas and diesel shortages have triggered ripple into Bangladesh.The 53-year-old 
continent is exposed because it relies on and fuel inflation. It now expects growth of more frequent power cuts in industrial father of four fears the strain will worsen if 
imported fuel, much of it passing through 4.7% in 2026, with inflation rising to 5.2% zones.The government has also shut the war drags on, saying long hours waiting 
the Strait of Hormuz — a chokepoint for as oil prices climb and financial conditions fertilizer factories to divert gas to power for fuel have sharply cut his income and 
about a fifth of global oil and natural gas tighten.Many are hoping for a quick end to plants.made it increasingly difficult to support his 

power over allegations including using his King Maha Vajiralongkorn, which he was BANGKOK.(Agency) Thaksin emerged from the prison gate in a 
position to benefit his own business granted permission to serve from a suite in white polo shirt and blue pants and was Thailand 's former Prime Minister Thaksin 
interests and illegally approving a state Bangkok's Police Hospital on medical embraced by his family. He smiled brightly Shinawatra, whose 21st-century political 
lottery project that caused losses to the grounds.After protests that he had received as he walked around to greet his supporters odyssey sharply divided Thai society for 
government. unwarranted special treatment, the who chanted "we love Thaksin," and gave decades, was released from a Bangkok 

Supreme Court in September 2025 red roses to him. He then left without prison on Monday after serving eight 
ordered Thaksin to serve his sentence in speaking to reporters.He arrived at his months of a one-year sentence for a 
prison.residence in western Bangkok about an corruption-related charge.A crowd of about 

hour later. In a video streamed by Thairath A Justice Ministry panel agreed last month 300 supporters and political allies gathered 
News, Thaksin was seen rolling down the to grant him parole as part of a review of outside the Klong Prem Central Prison to 
car window to greet a small group of more than 900 eligible prisoners' cases, greet the 76-year-old billionaire populist.
supporters waiting at his home, responding citing his good behavior in prison, his age Thaksin was a telecommunications magnate 
to reporters' shouted questions that "I was and the low risk that he would repeat his who founded his own political party in 
in hibernation, I can't remember anything offense.After his release, Thaksin will be 1998 and served as prime minister from 
now."Thaksin was the first elected prime on probation for four months, during 2001 until a military coup ousted him in 
minister in Thai history to serve a full four- which he must reside at his declared home 2006 while he was abroad. His ouster 
year term. Policies like a national in Bangkok, wear an electronic triggered nearly two decades of deep and 
healthcare scheme and projects to build monitoring bracelet, and report regularly to Thaksin was convicted in absentia, but sometimes violent political polarization, 
roads in less developed parts of the country probation officials.returned to Thailand to be sentenced in while his political machine staged several 
drew devoted support from the poorer 2023 as the Pheu Thai Party, his most Thaksin's daughter Paetongtarn became the comebacks even as Thaksin himself stayed 
segments of society, particularly in the recent political vehicle, formed a country's youngest prime minister in 2024 in self-imposed exile to escape what he said 
rural north and northeast, but his popularity government. He was widely believed to but was removed from office by the was political persecution through the 
and sometimes high-handed style created have reached a secret accommodation with Constitutional Court in August 2025 after a courts.His three children, including former 
deep fractures between his base and the the traditional royalist establishment. He recording was released of a compromising prime minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, 
country's urban elites, royalists, and was originally sentenced to eight years in phone call with former Cambodian leader and other family members also arrived 
military.He was charged with abuse of prison, but it was commuted to one year by Hun Sen.early to welcome him.

Thailand's ex-PM Thaksin released from prison 
after serving eight months for abuse of  power

World.(Agency) 
 Six bodies were found on Sunday in a train boxcar in 

Laredo, Texas, according to police.
A Union Pacific worker discovered them in a train yard 

at a remote location near the Mexican border, and 
police and firefighters later confirmed they had died, 
said Laredo Police Investigator Joe Baeza.

Police have not determined how they died, Baeza said. 
The investigation is ongoing, he said.There were no 
survivors, he said.Police did not say where the 
individuals were from.

Past instances of multiple deaths in trains and tractor 
trailers not far from the U.S.-Mexico border have 
involved migrants, including a 2022 incident in 
which 53 were found dead in an abandoned truck 
with malfunctioning air conditioning on the outskirts 
of San Antonio.

"Totally Unacceptable": 
Trump Rejects Iran's Peace 
Plan, Tehran Responds

World.(Agency)
US President Donald Trump has rejected Iran's 

proposal to end the over two-month-long war in the 
Middle East, claiming Tehran's terms were "totally 
unacceptable" and raising the likelihood of renewed 
conflict after weeks of negotiations. The American 
commander-in-chief, who is under increasing 
domestic pressure to end the Iran war, claimed the 
Islamic republic was "militarily defeated", as he 
insisted that Tehran's nuclear programme --one of 
the main reasons why Trump started the war-- has 
been contained.The 79-year-old Republican himself 
provided no details on Tehran's counterproposal but, 
in a brief post on his Truth Social platform, said he 
was rejecting it.

What Trump Said"I have just read the response from 
Iran's so-called 'Representatives.' I don't like it -- 
TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE!" he said.

The Wall Street Journal, citing people familiar with the 
matter, reported that Iran has laid out its own 
demands to Washington and proposed to have some 
of its highly enriched uranium diluted, and the rest 
transferred to a third country. In its response, 
delivered through mediator Pakistan, Iran sought 
guarantees that the transferred uranium will be 
returned if negotiations fail or Washington quits the 
agreement later, sources told the Journal.

Trump made no mention of such details in rejecting 
Iran's response.Later, talking to journalist Sharyl 
Attkisson, Trump also claimed the US was "closely 
monitoring" Iran's stockpile of enriched uranium 
and claimed Washington would know if anyone 
approached the site and would "blow them up".We'll 
get that at some point. Whenever we want. We have it 
surveilled. I did a thing called Space Force, and they 
are watching that... If anybody got near the place, we 
will know about it -- and we'll blow them up," the US 
leader said.Referring to American surveillance 
capabilities, Trump said that Washington would 
know if anyone went near the enriched uranium. "If 
somebody walked in, they (Space Force) can tell you 
his name, address, his badge number," Trump said.

Iran's Response
Iran responded by warning it would not hold back from 

retaliating against any new US strikes or permit 
more foreign warships in the Strait of Hormuz. 
Iranian state television reported that Tehran has also 
rejected the American counterproposal as 
amounting to surrender, insisting instead on "war 
reparations by the US, full Iranian sovereignty over 
the Strait of Hormuz, an end to sanctions, and the 
release of seized Iranian assets.”

CMYK
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