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Mahanagar Metro Desk / Pawan Makan
Ahmedabad:A shocking and disturbing conspiracy has
come to light, allegedly aimed at tarnishing the image
of Jain monk Rajtilak Sagarji Maharaj and extorting
crores of rupees through a planned “honeytrap” opera-
tion in Idar. According to reports and affidavits cited in
the matter, the entire case was allegedly orchestrated as
part of a blackmail and money-extortion racket targeting
respected figures within the Jain community.Investiga-
tive reporting by Mahanagar Metro News claims to have
exposed the alleged network behind the operation, trig-
gering panic among those accused of being involved in
the conspiracy.Names of Alleged Conspirators Surface-
Sources connected to the investigation allege that indi-
viduals including Jagat Parekh, Vikram Singhvi, Hardik
Hudiya, and Vikram Bafna were part of the alleged
scheme. The report claims the group targeted influential
personalities within the Jain society for financial
gain.The publication further states that affidavits sub-
mitted by complainant Kiran Doshi and his wife, along
with the ongoing police investigation, contradicted the
original allegations and indicated that the FIR and hon-
eytrap narrative were allegedly fabricated for extortion
purposes. The monk, according to the report, has
emerged without proven wrongdoing.After Exposé, Al-
leged Blackmailers Resort to ThreatsFollowing the pub-
lication of the investigation, Mahanagar Metro claims
that the accused individuals began spreading rumours
and attempting to discredit the media house and its ed-
itorial team. The report further alleges that threats were
issued against Group Editor Pawan Makan after the
publication exposed the alleged blackmail network.De-
spite the pressure, the newspaper says it remains com-
mitted to continuing its investigation and publishing
facts related to the case.“Truth Will Not Be
Silenced”Responding to the alleged intimidation at-
tempts, Group Editor Pawan Makan stated that Mahana-
gar Metro “will neither bow nor be silenced,” and
vowed to continue exposing those involved in manipu-
lating religion and public sentiment for financial
gain.Anger Within Jain CommunityThe revelations
have reportedly sparked outrage among sections of the
Jain community, where many are viewing the alleged
conspiracy as an attack not only on an individual monk
but also on the faith and dignity of the religion
itself.Voices demanding strict legal action against those
allegedly involved in the blackmail operation are grow-
ing louder, with calls for a transparent investigation and
accountability.Mahanagar Metro maintains that its cam-
paign to uncover the truth will continue until all aspects
of the alleged racket are brought before the public.

SPECIAL INVESTIGATION
Blackmailing Syndicate Accused
of Framing Jain Monk Exposed
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Noida.(Agency) the institute. Investigators suspected matter, while Indra also joined in mocking 
Abhishek after he fled the premises before him. Police said Abhishek planned the Police have solved a double murder case 
the bodies were discovered.“Given the murders before coming to Greater Noida within 24 hours with the arrest of a 24-
suspicious circumstances, police and joined the same worksite under the year-old gardener accused of killing two 
registered a case under Section 103(1) pretext of employment.Police said that on co-workers at a private management 
(murder) of the BNS,” Greater Noida the intervening night of Thursday and institute in Greater Noida’s Knowledge 
DCP Dr. Pravin Ranjan Singh said.Police Friday, Abhishek allegedly made both Park-3.The accused, Abhishek Kumar, a 
said Abhishek was intercepted on a dirt men consume alcohol while he himself resident of Meerut, was arrested near the 
road leading towards the Gurjarpur d r a n k  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  r e m a i n  Gurjarpur railway line under the 
railway line on Saturday. Following his conscious.After the two men fell asleep in Knowledge Park police station area after 
arrest, another case under BNS Section an intoxicated state, he allegedly attacked a police encounter. A country-made pistol 
109 (attempt to murder) and relevant Sheeshpal with a shovel, repeatedly and cartridges were recovered from his 
sections of the Arms Act was registered striking his head and body. During the possession.The deceased, Sheeshpal and 
against him.During interrogation, assault, Indra woke up, following which Indra alias Dharmendra, both 45 and 
Abhishek allegedly confessed to the Abhishek allegedly attacked him as well, residents of Meerut, were found dead 
murders and told police that he held a inflicting multiple blows on his head and with multiple injuries inside an under-
long-standing grudge against Sheeshpal other parts of the body.The bodies were construction hostel at the institute on 
over the latter’s past relationship with his discovered on Friday morning, after Friday morning.According to police, the 
deceased sister.According to the accused, which police launched an investigation three men had come to Greater Noida 
Sheeshpal frequently taunted him over the that led to Abhishek’s arrest within a day.earlier this week to work as gardeners at 

Tanker on wrong side hits bike 
head-on, kills youth in Gurgaon

Co-worker held for murder of two 
gardeners at hostel site in Greater Noida

PM2.5: Sharp fall till 2020, then stagnation

Gurgaon.(Agency)
P Days after gunfire outside a Sector 45 

house left a constable wounded, police on 
Saturday arrested two alleged shooters 
from Punjab, saying they had come to kill 
Saurabh Yadav, the former event manager 
o f  s i n g e r  R a h u l  Ya d a v  a l i a s  
Fazilpuria.The two men, police said, 
opened fire outside Saurabh’s house in 
village Kanhai on May 2 and also shot at 
the policeman posted there for security.

The accused were identified as Gursher 
Singh alias Shera (23) and Jaspal alias 
Babbal (28), both from Tarn Taran in 
Punjab. They were arrested during a joint 
operation by crime branch teams from 
sectors 40, 39 and 17 police stations. 
Police said the two were in touch with 
foreign-based gangsters Deepak Nandal 
and Satta Naushera, and had allegedly 
been promised money to carry out the 
killing.According to police, constable 
Kulbir, who was on security duty outside 
Saurabh’s house, suffered bullet-graze 
injuries to his hand and leg. He was later 
treated and discharged from hospital.On 
Kulbir’s complaint, an FIR was registered 
at Sector 40 police station under BNS 
sections dealing with attempt to murder, 
along with other relevant provisions. 
Police said both arrested men had used 
pistols, and the source of the weapons will 
now be examined during their four-day 
police remand.

“During interrogation, Shera and Babbal 
admitted they had come to kill Saurabh 
and had opened fire at police personnel,” 
police spokesperson Sandeep Turan said. 
“They were shown Saurabh’s house by 
other accused already arrested in the case, 
who also arranged vehicles, weapons and 
logistical support for the attack.”Police 
said the probe found that Saurabh and 
fugitive gangster Deepak Nandal were 
old acquaintances and had a monetary 
dispute. Nandal had allegedly threatened 
Saurabh earlier and demanded money 
from him.Earlier, police had arrested four 
others in the case — Ashok alias 
Pahalwan (35) from Rohtak, Sumit (33) 
from Sonipat, Manoj Kabar (36) from 
Rohtak and Vicky (36) from Sonipat. 
Ashok, Sumit and Manoj were held on 
May 4, and Vicky on May 5. Police said 
they had conducted a recce, arranged 
motorcycles and weapons, and stayed 
near the spot to help execute the plan.

News box

Monsoon near, GMDA plans 
new drain line to ease DLF-2 
flooding

GURGAON.(Agency)
A new stormwater drainage line connecting Sector 25 

with the master drain along Sector 17-18 dividing road 
will soon be constructed to address the chronic 
waterlogging in parts of DLF Phase-2 and areas in the 
vicinity.Under the plan, GMDA will lay a 2.1-km-long 
and 1,200-mm-diameter pipeline through trenchless 
technology and channel it into the master drain along the 
Sector 17-18 road for better disposal of rainwater. The 
project is estimated to cost around Rs 3.6 crore and is 
expected to take at least seven months to complete after 
work begins.Since the bidding process just started, 
residents doubt there will be any relief from 
waterlogging this monsoon. “Akasheen Marg and 
Gulmohar Marg are among the vulnerable stretches that 
get flooded during heavy rain. We have raised the matter 
with the civic authorities multiple times,” Col Anil 
Nanda (Retd), a resident. Locals in DLF Phase 2 have 
frequently flagged flooding on internal roads and 
stretches near Cyber City during moderate to heavy 
rainfall, with waterlogging often leading to traffic snarls.

family, police removed the SIM card and Gurgaon.(Agency)
inserted it into another handset. Soon after, A 24-year-old man died after a tanker truck 
they received a call from his elder brother, coming from the wrong side collided 
Prashant Yadav, and informed him about head-on with his motorcycle near Lemon 
the accident.Tree hotel in Sector 60. Priyanshu Yadav 

The family did not immediately file a (24), who was riding home on his Yamaha 
complaint as they wanted Priyanshu’s R15, was hit when the tanker entered the 
father to reach Gurgaon from UP first. wrong carriageway through a divider cut 
“They arrived on Friday afternoon, after and crashed into him on Thursday 
which we received the complaint and afternoon.Originally from Balrampur in 
registered a case. The body was handed UP’s Azamgarh district, Prayanshu was 
over to the family after an autopsy on living in a rented accommodation in 
Saturday,” a police officer said.Noida with his elder brother.In his 

complaint lodged at Sector 65 police An FIR was registered against the 
station, Priyanshu’s father, Arjun Yadav, unidentified tanker driver under Section 
said the tanker — bearing registration 281 of the BNS for rash driving and 
number HR55AE/0945 — was being Section 106 for causing death by 
driven rashly, negligently and at high negligence. “We will send a notice to the 
speed when it struck his son’s motorcycle. truck owner and arrest the driver soon,” Suresh Kumar and constable Satendra 
“The driver suddenly came from the ASI Suresh said.Wrong-side driving Kumar reached the spot and found him 
wrong side through a gap in the divider continues to be a major road safety lying unconscious on the road. He was 
and directly collided with my son’s bike,” problem in the city. Police data for 2025 taken by an ambulance to a govt hospital, 
he mentioned in the FIR.Police said shows over 2 lakh motorists were fined where doctors declared him dead.The 
Priyanshu suffered severe injuries to the for the offence through the year. Since Jan tanker driver fled, leaving the vehicle 
head and limbs. An emergency response 1 this year, police have also begun filing behind. Police seized both vehicles from 
vehicle first alerted the police control criminal cases against gross violators, the spot.Priyanshu’s mobile phone was 
room about the accident, after which ASI especially on key roads and highways.found damaged at the scene. To trace his 

to 167.7 in 2026-27. of 21.68 in 2020-21, 22.2 in 2021-22 and 2.92 milligrams μg/m³ in 2016-17. CO GURGAON.(Agency)
15.36 in 2024-25 before levels rose again concentrations largely remained The trend points to continuing dust  The city has seen a sharp fall in fine 
to 22.83 in 2026-27.Similarly, Sulphur between 1.1 and 1.7 milligrams μg/m³ in pollution challenges in Gurgaon amid particle pollution (PM 2.5) over the past 
dioxide (SO2) levels  remained subsequent years, with the city recording rapid urbanisation, infrastructure decade, dropping by more than half from 
comparatively low through the decade. 1.13 in 2026-27.“A detailed analysis of expansion and large-scale construction 198.44 micrograms μg/m³ in 2015-16 to 

the data suggests that while NO2 ac t iv i ty.Ground- leve l  ozone—a 91.7 in 2026-27, a decline of nearly 54% 
levels have dropped slightly secondary pollutant formed from over the decade, according to a 
c o m p a r e d  t o  p r e - B S  V I  nitrogen oxides, volatile organic dashboard built by environmental 
implementation, PM2.5 and PM10 compounds, and sunlight—showed research and data analytics firm 
levels haven’t shown similar fluctuating trends over the years. Levels Envirocatalysts using Central Pollution 
improvements  and  remain  rose from 32.37 μg/m³ in 2015-16 to Control Board (CPCB) data.
hazardous for Gurgaon. This 53.04 in 2016-17, then to 79.77 in 2017-The city’s annual PM2.5 levels declined to 
indicates that overall activities 18. The city recorded its highest ozone 105.17 μg/m³ in 2018-19 and further to 
across polluting sectors remain concentration of 94.07 μg/m³ in 2019-20. 90.19 μg/m³ in 2019-20, and have since 
beyond the city’s cumulative Though levels declined to 60.93 in 2021-remained relatively stable between 88 
capacity, alongside significant 22 and 48.48 in 2023-24, they rose again and 92 μg/m³, indicating a plateau 
contributions from sources beyond to 61.28 in 2025-26 before falling to 41.1 despite pollution-control measures 
the city boundary, as Gurgaon in 2026-27.Experts have increasingly across NCR. Despite this reduction, 
follows the larger pollution flagged ozone as an emerging urban concentrations still far exceed both 
patterns seen across other cities in pollutant because it is formed through national and WHO air quality standards.

SO2 concentrations fell from 10.25 the airshed,” said Sunil Dahiya, founder atmospheric reactions rather than being PM10—driven largely by road dust, micrograms μg/m³ in 2015-16 to 6.64 in and lead analyst at Envirocatalysts.directly emitted, particularly during cons t ruc t ion ,  and  resuspended  2016-17 and further to 5.57 in 2021-22. summer months.Nitrogen dioxide Dahiya said cleaner fuel adoption, tighter particles—has remained persistently Though the city saw temporary increases (NO2), associated largely with vehicular emission norms, BS-VI transition and high over the years. Levels stood at in some years, including 13.06 in 2019-emissions and combustion sources, industrial controls may have contributed 236.42 μg/m³ in 2017-18 and 231.07 in 20 and 12.05 in 2023-24, levels again showed a fluctuating but overall to the decline in NO2 and some 2018-19, then declined to 179.17 in declined to 5.37 in 2026-27.Carbon declining trend. NO2 levels increased improvement in PM2.5 levels. However, 2019-20. They fell further during the monoxide levels fluctuated over the from 17.79 micrograms μg/m³ in 2015- he cautioned that pollution levels in pandemic to 163.68 in 2020-21, rose years but broadly remained stable. 16 to 35.99 in 2018-19 before gradually Gurgaon continue to remain significantly again to 197.36 in 2022-23, and dropped Gurgaon recorded its highest CO level of declining. The city recorded NO2 levels above safe standards.

2 held for shooting at cop outside 
ex-Fazalpuria manager’s house

Light rain likely to cool city down on Monday

NOIDA.(Agency)
Body of a middle-aged man was found dumped in bushes 

near Basai village on Thursday night. Investigators 
suspect the man was murdered elsewhere, and his body 
was later dumped at the spot.Police said the body was 
found in the bushes around 9pm on May 8, as passers-
by alerted the police control room after noticing a foul 
smell emanating from the bushes, and discovered the 
body lying there. The person’s head seemed to have 
been disfigured with a stone. No identity documents or 
belongings were recovered, due to which his identity 
could not be established.

Police took possession of the body and called teams from 
the forensic science laboratory and the scene of crime 
unit to inspect the spot and collect evidence. The body 
was kept in the mortuary for identification.

Police said CCTV footage from areas surrounding the 
crime scene was being examined to identify the accused 
and trace the movements of the victim before the 
murder.

“Efforts are being made to identify the deceased. CCTV 
camera footage from around the crime scene is being 
examined to identify the perpetrators. Along with the 
police station, crime branch teams are also 
investigating the matter,” said an officer from Sector 9 
police station.

 

NOIDA.(Agency)
 The city recorded a maximum temperature 

of 36 degrees Celsius on Saturday, five 
notches below normal for this time of the 
year. At the AWS station, the maximum 
temperature rose to 35 degrees Celsius 
from 33.5 degrees Celsius recorded on 
Friday. The KVK observatory recorded 
35.1 degrees Celsius, up from 34 degrees 
Celsius the day before. The NorthCap 
University monitoring station recorded 
the highest daytime temperature in the 
city at 37 degrees Celsius, compared to 
35.5 degrees Celsius on Friday.

Meanwhile, the minimum temperature 
settled at 20.6 degrees Celsius, 
marginally higher than Friday's 19.3 
degrees Celsius.

Despite temperatures staying below 
normal, weather conditions remained 
warm during the afternoon. IMD said the 
city is likely to witness a gradual rise in 
temperatures over the coming days, with 
maximum temperatures expected to 
increase by 3 to 5 degrees Celsius over the 
next week across Haryana.Though 
weather conditions are expected to 
remain largely dry over the next 24 hours, 
IMD has forecast the possibility of light to 

conditions are being influenced by fresh western disturbance is likely to Distr ic ts  including Chandigarh,  moderate rain at isolated places in the 
multiple weather systems active over affect the Western Himalayan region from Panchkula, Ambala, Yamunanagar, state between May 11 and May 14. Light 
north India. A western disturbance, Sunday onward, which could trigger Kurukshetra, Kaithal, Karnal, Panipat rain activity is likely in the city from 
currently seen as a cyclonic circulation, scattered rainfall and thunderstorm and Sonipat are likely to witness weather Monday night and may continue into 
lies over east Bihar and adjoining areas. activity over parts of northwest India. activity during this period," IMD said.Tuesday at isolated locations, although no 
Another upper air cyclonic circulation "Thunderstorm and lightning activity For Sunday, the department has predicted a official alert has been issued for the city so 
over central Pakistan and adjoining accompanied by gusty winds of 40-50 partly cloudy sky with minimum and far.
Punjab and Rajasthan has now shifted kmph is likely at isolated places in maximum temperatures expected to According to IMD, the prevailing towards central Rajasthan. In addition, a Haryana between May 11 and May 14. hover around 25 and 39 degrees Celsius.

Man bludgeoned to death, 
body dumped in bushes

GURGAON.(Agency)
Two women and a three-year-old boy died after a truck 

smashed into an overcrowded three-wheeler from 
behind when it braked for a speedbreaker near 
Kanwarsika village on Sohna-Nuh Road early on 
Saturday. The vehicle, meant to carry goods but packed 
with 14 people, including five children, overturned in 
the impact, leaving several others injured.

The crash took place around 2.25am as the family was 
returning to Gurgaon from Agra after attending a 
relative’s wedding. They work in the NCR city selling 
incense sticks.Pitarpal, one of the injured passengers, 
said the auto had slowed suddenly because of a 
speedbreaker when the truck hit it from the rear. “There 
were 14 people in the vehicle. As the driver braked, a 
truck rammed us from behind and the auto overturned. 
Three people seated in front died. Those sitting behind 
were injured. My sister-in-law also died in the accident. 
The truck driver fled with the vehicle,” he 
added.Passersby alerted the police controlroom, after 
which a team from Rojka Meo police station reached the 
spot and shifted the victims to the civil hospital in Nuh. 
Doctors declared three persons dead, while some of the 
injured were referred to a Delhi hospital because of their 
critical condition.The three who died were Chndni (20), 
Shanti (22) and Mridul (3), all from Uttar Pradesh but 
were living in Gurgaon. Archna, Mridul’s mother, was 
among those injured and is undergoing treatment.

Sub-inspector Daya Chand said police rushed to the spot 
after receiving information and later handed over the 
bodies to the families after an autopsy.

A case was registered at Rojka Meo police station under 
sections 281 (rash driving) and 106 (causing death by 
negligence) of the BNS. CCTV footage from the area is 
being examined to establish the sequence of events and 
trace the truck driver.

Auto hit by truck overturns, 
toddler & 2 women die

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 Forty farmers in Sikandarpur village have consented to 

part with 6.8 acres of land for the expansion of the 
Hindon civil terminal, clearing a key hurdle for the 
long-pending project, a district administration official 
said.

“The administration, after conducting parleys with the 
owners, managed to convince them. The land rates were 
decided as per the provisions of the Land Acquisition 
(Rehabilitation and Resettlement) Act, 2013, according 
to which compensation will be twice the circle rate of 
the area. Based on that calculation, Rs 63 crore will go 
into acquiring the land parcel,” the official said.

Terminal officials said work would begin after physical 
possession of the land. “Apart from expansion of the 
terminal building, we will also enhance the parking bay 
area, for which a DPR will be commissioned,” an 
official said.The expansion will add check-in counters 
beyond the existing eight, expand aircraft parking bays 
from the current two, enhance security and screening 
infrastructure, and improve road access and drop-off 
zones.As an interim measure, the Airports Authority of 
India has already commenced expansion of the terminal 
building by about 700 sq metres within land already in 
its possession, which will raise passenger throughput to 
approximately 450 per hour. The terminal has also 
doubled its seating capacity and upgraded security 
systems.

40 farmers agree to give land 
for Hindon terminal 
extension, to get 2x rate

CMYK
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Governor’s subjective satisfaction. The Karnataka The SC intervened, ordered an immediate floor test to TAMIL Nadu’s unfolding post-election uncertainty has 
2018 episode is the clearest precedent, when the BJP prevent prolonged political manoeuvring and possible once again brought the constitutional role of the 
emerged as the single largest party but lacked a defections. Unable to gather support, BJP’s Governor under scrutiny. With Vijay’s Tamilaga Vettri 

Yediyurappa resigned before the trust vote, Kazhagam emerging as the single largest party 
after which HD Kumaraswamy formed the but falling short of the halfway mark, the 
government with Congress support. In 2017, question before Raj Bhavan is politically 
in Goa, the Governor invited a post-poll explosive yet constitutionally settled: who 
coalition because it demonstrated majority should be invited to form the government? The 
support earlier than the Congress, despite the Constitution does not automatically grant the 
latter being the largest party. These cases single largest party the right to govern. The 
establish a crucial principle: numbers on the Governor is expected to determine which 
Assembly floor matter more than claims formation is most likely to command the 
outside it.confidence of the Assembly. However, 

If Vijay can demonstrate a workable majority, decades of political controversies have shown 
he should be allowed to take oath and face a how this discretionary power can become a 
floor test within days. Equally, if another source of suspicion, allegations of bias and 
coalition reaches the majority mark first, it too charges of partisan intervention.The Supreme 
has a legitimate constitutional claim. Hung Court  has repeatedly clar i f ied the 

verdicts are part of democracy. Constitutional majority. The Governor invited it to form the constitutional position, emphasising that majority 
ambiguity should not be.government and granted 15 days to prove numbers. must be tested on the floor of the House, not in the 

Layers within Telangana's 
caste pyramid

The gloves are off in Punjab

Hung mandate: Let Tamil Nadu Assembly floor decide

The Union government gives special grants only 
for those states or regions that are deemed 
‘backward’ for their development to bring them 
on par with others. But what determines if a state 
is backward?Economic metrics such as gross 
domestic product and per-capita income are used 
to measure the relative backwardness of states. 
Sounds logical, right? Similarly, shouldn’t social 
justice schemes also focus more on castes that are 
more backward than others? If yes, how does one 
measure the relative backwardness of a caste?

For the first time in India, a composite 
backwardness index (CBI) has been constructed 
in Telangana to objectively measure the relative 
backwardness of a caste. The analytical 
framework is methodologically modest in 
description and conceptually radical in 
implication: it produces a single, comparable 
number for the relative backwardness of each of 
242 caste groups, derived from the responses of 
3.55 crore people across 75 fields of information.

The CBI is built on 42 equally-weighted 
parameters spanning education, occupation, 
income, land and assets, living conditions, access 
to finance, gender and social discrimination. 
Each caste is scored on a scale of 0 to 126, where 
a higher score denotes greater backwardness. 
The least backward caste in Telangana, the Kapu 
community, scores 12. The most backward, the 
scheduled caste Dakkal, scores 116. The state 
average is 81. Above that line lie 135 of the 242 
castes, accounting for two-thirds of the 
population. Below it lie 107, including all 18 
general castes. The numbers, for the first time, 
settle questions that have so far been the province 
of assertion.The Mandal Commission, whose 
1980 report shaped four decades of reservation 
policy, used 11 parameters and relied largely on 
field visits and judgement to classify social and 
educational backwardness. It was a serious effort 
with the tools then available. The CBI uses 42 
parameters and 3.55 crore observations, 
distinguishes rural and urban living standards 
within each parameter, and produces a 
continuous score rather than a binary 
classification.The CBI provides empirical 
evidence of the established ugly truth of Indian 
society—people belonging to SC and ST 
communities are three times and the backward 
classes 2.7 times more backward than the general 
castes. A whopping two-thirds of Telangana’s 
population belong to really oppressed castes that 
badly need help.

The index also changes the paradigm of welfare 
design, which has so far been built around broad 
clusters such as BC, SC and ST. The data shows 
that even within these groups, inequality is sharp. 
The SC Madiga community is more than double 
the population of SC Malas and 15 percent more 
backward. Shaik Muslims are five times more 
numerous than general-caste Muslims and 40 
percent more backward. People from the 
Padmasali BC are actually less backward than the 
state average. Aggregating these communities 
into a single category obscures more than it 
reveals.Nearly a third of the beneficiaries of 
Telangana’s flagship welfare schemes belong to 
castes less backward than the state average. The 
CBI reframes the welfare question itself: instead 
of filling a common well from which 
marginalised groups draw in proportion to their 
population, the state can now deliver resources in 
proportion to each caste’s backwardness.The 
CBI also reveals the specific drivers of 
backwardness. Contrary to popular belief, it is 
not land ownership but access to English-
medium education that is the strongest predictor 
of where a caste sits on the scale. People from the 
Lambadi tribe and Mudiraj backward group rank 
well on irrigated land ownership, but remain 
among the more backward groups. Meanwhile, 
the Gouds, goldsmiths and BC Christians score 
better than the average because of school access.

It is shortsighted for India to give primacy to one Arab peninsula state, as it is doing today

Vietnamese President To Lam in Rashtrapati Bhavan as Delhi’s Lt Governor Taranjit Sandhu — grandson of THE Punjab BJP celebrated the victory in the West Bengal 
earlier this week was designed by Punjab celebrity chef Teja Singh Samundri, a blue-blooded reformer of the elections in a five-star hotel in Chandigarh on Friday 
Harpal Singh Sokhi (check out his interview and food 1920s Gurdwara reform movement and a founder evening, barely a day after the Enforcement Directorate 
stories-cum-recipes in The Tribune) — the menu member of the SGPC — discovered, as the BJP candidate cracked down on three Punjabi real-estate developers in 
featured Bathinda vaale aloo, Dal Amritsari, and with a for the Amritsar Lok Sabha seat in mid-2024, that the Mohali, just outside the garden city. The two incidents 
nod to Haryana, Hisar bajra khichdi.With speculation powerful Sikh peasantry wasn’t ready to let him into their are separate but everyone also knows they are connected. 
gaining ground that elections in Punjab will be held villages, even to campaign. (He had much better luck with The newfound confidence in the BJP stems from what 
towards the end of the year — Census operations are the Hindu communities.)once was an oft-repeated adage : What Bengal does 

That big question remains, even if much else has changed likely to start by middle-January 2027, which means today, the rest of the country does tomorrow.And so, in 
these past two years. Are Punjab’s Sikhs prepared to let they can’t overlap with the conduct of polls — the state the air, hangs the question, “Is Punjab next?” It’s a 
the BJP in today?Or, perhaps, that’s not the right question, BJP is certainly sharpening its metaphorical knives. It question not just Punjab, but all the country is asking. 
because it would be folly to think the Sikhs are an hasn’t escaped anybody’s notice that the ED named the Certainly, the gloves are off.
undifferentiated, holistic group of people. The right Let’s start with the map of India that has turned mostly president of AAP Punjab, Aman Arora, as being linked 
question, perhaps, should be : How will the different Sikh saffron in the last 12 years since PM Modi took power. with one of the realtors raided on Thursday morning.Oh 
communities, or castes, vote? And will some Sikh Except for Himachal Pradesh and Punjab in the north, yes, the gloves are off. The BJP is targeting the ruling 

castes/communit ies let  BJP Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana and 
c a n d i d a t e s  i n ,  m o r e  t h a n  Karnataka in the south and 
others?Certainly the BJP will Jharkhand in eastern India, the rest 
attempt to fragment the Sikh vote, of the country today belongs to the 
in the hope that it can wean some BJP. No need to repeat how the 
people away. Talk of a BJP-Akali dominoes have fallen.We also 
Dal alliance, before or after the poll, know the BJP likes to detail. In 
refuses to go away, despite Home Bengal, the Special Intensive 
M i n i s t e r  A m i t  S h a h ’ s  Revision was thrown into the 
announcement the BJP will fight “poriborton” mix of caste and 
alone. It’s clear the two parties need gender and religion; alongside 
each other — the Akalis need the these pages, senior journalist 
Hindu vote the BJP can provide and Jayanta Ghosal writes how the BJP 
the BJP needs the Akali vote.decided to subdue the “Jai Shri 

The big difference between 2024, Ram” narrative it has favoured 
when BJP-Akali Dal talks fractured elsewhere to focus, instead, on the 
over which party would get more anti-incumbency ills associated 
seats in the Lok Sabha polls, and with Mamata Banerjee. Even 
now is that most of the country Bangladesh was not spared in this 
today, including big Bengal, has “no stone to be left unturned” 
been coloured saffron. In this strategy — Dinesh Trivedi, former 
scenario, will Shah still be willing Trinamool Congress MP who 
to play second fiddle to Akali Dal’s moved to the BJP five years ago, 
Sukhbir Badal?was sent to Dhaka as High 

Where, you might ask, is the grand Commissioner (a story broken by 
old party in this political melee? my colleague Ujwal Jalali) — to AAP. CM Bhagwant Mann is hitting back at the Akali 

The interesting thing about the Congress, which has just showcase its pro-Bengal intent.The focus on Punjab has Dal — and implicitly, the BJP — by upping the ante 
dumped its old partner, the DMK, in Tamil Nadu, and won been a long time coming. PM Modi visited Gurdwara against the 2015 sacrilege incidents that took place when 
back Kerala on an anti-incumbency Left vote, is that it has Sachkhand Ballan in February to mark the anniversary of the Akalis-BJP were in power. AAP will certainly fight to 
a good chance of retaking Punjab — if its various factions Sant Ravidas, revered by the Sikh Ravidassia sect, while keep Punjab, keenly aware it is the only way it will still 
can still come together and hang together and woo the the sect head was given a Padma Shri in January — about be taken seriously as the third pole in Indian politics. The 
citizenry in its favour. (At the moment, though, that seems 22 per cent of the state’s Sikhs are Dalits. Haryana CM recent passage of the Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib 
like a really tough ask.)It may well, then, be time for Nayab Singh Saini’s forays into Punjab in a turban are Satkar (Amendment) Act, 2026, is also intended to 
Punjab to (tunelessly) hum the Satinder Sartaaj two-liner : well-known. whittle down the incredible influence of the SGPC (and 
Saanu saariyaan visar gaiyaan raavan ve/Kehre paase It seems the seven defector AAP MPs who recently joined therefore the Akali Dal), which issues AAP-critical 
jaiye sajana. All our paths seem to have disappeared/What the BJP will soon set up camp in Chandigarh — their statements every day.
direction should I take now?staffers are already here. Even the banquet for Winning Bengal has certainly pumped up the BJP. And yet, 

THE GREAT GAME: The BJP is certainly sharpening its metaphorical knives in the AAP-ruled state

All officials present, including me, left the chamber. RESPONSIBLE sections of the western media have 
Gujral and Abdullah were together for around 20 reported that Israel has deployed its Iron Dome and Iron 
minutes. Gujral came out and looked troubled. When Beam anti-missile defences in the UAE during this 
some of the accompanying officials were alone with period of intense armed hostilities, currently paused, in 
him and could talk to him in confidence, they asked the Gulf. Along with the equipment, military personnel 
what had happened. His words are embedded in my have also been sent to the Arab Gulf country. These 
memory. He said that Abdullah had cautioned him on systems have been sent, for the first time, by Israel 
Iran and then had added these words: "We can imagine outside its territories. Neither Israel nor the UAE have 
ourselves to be in the same trenches with Israel against denied the reports; hence, there is no reason to doubt 
Iran"! In the context of the times, this was a bombshell.their veracity.The US, under the Trump 1 

While it was known that Sheikh Zayed, UAE President administration, brokered the normalisation of UAE-
and Abu Dhabi ruler, as well as some rulers of the six Israeli ties in 2020. This was under the rubric of the 
other UAE sheikhdoms did not have positive feelings Abraham Accords. Under their agreement, Israel and the 
for Iran, the possibility of their making common cause UAE established diplomatic, commercial and security 
with Israel against Iran had never been contemplated in ties. Observers are tracing the deployment of the Iron 
Delhi. A little under three decades later, Israel and the Dome and the Iron Beam systems to the normalisation of 
UAE have made common cause against Iran and how!Israel-UAE ties. However, the reasons lie deeper in 

history.The implacable enmity between Israel and Iran The UAE has moved away in its approaches to society and 
goes back to the beginning of the Khomeini Revolution diplomacy from other Arab Gulf states in recent years. A 
in 1979. In the past 47 years, Iran has refused to substantial degree of antipathy has emerged between 
recognise Israel's right to exist. That was a position taken Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) 
by all the Arab states until Egypt recognised Israel in and Mohammed bin Zayed (MBZ), the current Abu 
1978, under Anwar-us-Sadat, in the Camp David Dhabi ruler. UAE senior officials have openly 
Accords. The Arab states considered it a sellout, as did complained that none of the other Arab Gulf states came 
Khomeini. This was different from the Shah of Iran's to their country's support when it was facing a far higher 
approach to Israel; the Shah fled Iran in January 1979. degree of missile and drone attacks by Iran since the 

Khaimah and Abu Musa between Sharjah and Iran. The way back to Delhi. In Tehran, apart from bilateral ties, he Khomeini returned to the country in February that year beginning of the present conflict.
Iranian action further embittered relations, but the extent focussed on the situation in Afghanistan, where the and soon took it in his iron grip. That system has This is not far from the facts. In a kind of response, the 
and persistence of negativity became clear when in early Taliban had captured Kabul some five months before his continued under the Vilayat-e-Faqih framework. UAE left OPEC and OPEC+. Having the sixth largest oil 
1997, the UAE's Minister of State for Foreign Affairs visit. Both Iran and India along with Russia were The UAE's animosity towards Iran has historical roots. It reserves and producing over 3 million barrels per day of 
(and now Foreign Minister) Abdullah bin Zayed assisting the anti-Taliban alliance. While an exchange of arose from the traditional cultural superciliousness of oil, the UAE is a significant factor in the hydrocarbons 
conveyed an astonishing position to India's then External views on Palestine took place, the situation in the Gulf Persians towards the Arab bedouin and the disdain with world. It will try to chart its own path, but OPEC+ 
Affairs Minister IK Gujral. I know this personally and it and Iran-Gulf relations were not on the agenda; there which the Shah treated them. This was exhibited when countries will continue to dominate the oil markets. It is 
would be timely to disclose it in more detail than he has was no need for them to be so.After the Abdullah-Gujral he occupied the Greater and the Lesser Tunbs and Abu likely that the UAE will get more elbow room for taking 
done earlier.Gujral visited Tehran and decided to spend a meeting had gone on for some time, after discussions on Musa just days before the UAE was formed in December independent decisions on its oil production, but it will 
few hours in Abu Dhabi to meet his counterpart on his bilateral ties, the former asked to meet the latter alone. 1971. The Tunbs were disputed between Iran and Ras al have to align itself on other issues with OPEC +.

UAE-Israel ties have deeper historical roots

The Governor is expected to determine which formation is most likely to command the confidence of the Assembly
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This is what Indian 

An office worker spends 
nearly five years sitting at 
a desk and thus it is 
important to understand 
that the ergonomics in 
relation to office furniture is 
important. With the league of 
start-ups, new work culture 
has cropped up. There are no 
rigid cabin walls and heavy 
furniture anymore to keep the 
e q u a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  
employees at bay. New-age 
concept furniture is building the 
backbone of successful offices. We 
spoke with Umesh Rao, Founder & 
CEO, Vector Projects to understand what is 
the latest trend and if Indian 
offices are ready for the 
change.

Floating furniture is a new concept that has been 
introduced in the interior space. While in the 
recent past, rigid and bulky furniture were the 
norm at workspaces, the new-age concept of 
floating furniture has changed functionality of an 
office.
One such product is E-Stilts Desk System. This 
product can be modified to not only function as a 
staff workstation, but as a manager workstation or 
conference table. The system offers the utility of a 
sturdy desk, while allowing agility of a compact 
workstation at the same time. It was also built to 
solve one of the basic challenges faced by small 
offices - a cluttered workspace with numerous 
pieces of furniture & accessories.
The modern designing techniques using cutting-
edge technology, by not completely tarnishing the 
traditional furniture look has increased the 
demand for floating furniture in the markets.

What is floating furniture 
all about? How does help 
soothe an office environment?

What kind of changes do you think Indian offices 
need currently and why?

In order to successfully create a rich working 
environment, it is essential to make employees feel 
comfortable and at ease, while being efficient and 
productive. With open workspaces, flexi-seating, and 
ergonomically enhanced furniture, Indian offices 
today are in the process of re-invention.
It is important that workplaces that can help enhance 
productivity are introduced. For example, many 
companies like Google, Facebook have opted for 
new age offices that have employee friendly 
environment. While the country is still adapting itself 
to this new concept, start-ups have started to pave 
the way. They have redefined commercial interior 
spaces in the country by breaking the monotony and 
cutting the clutter associated with traditional 
workspaces.

The term 'Radical' in its simplest form, means a 
departure from tradition. For us, it represents change 
and departure. Change from routine and departure 
from monotony at the workspace. Radical design has 
slowly started to gain acceptance in offices. The 
scenario has changed from restrictive to refreshing, 

What is radical seating all about?

confined to comfortable and passive to portable.
Radical design doesn't mean only futuristic. If 
interpreted correctly, it could be a mix of traditional 
and modern decor. That is the beauty of this 
concept, it lets you decide how 'radical' you want to 
be.
While radical design and seating has transformed 
large offices, it has also come as a boon to small 
offices and has changed how small spaces are 
planned. The question of small working spaces 
confining the application of radical designs has 

b e e n  s o l v e d  b y  c r e a t i n g  
mult ipurpose furniture and 

systems that fit the needs & 
budget of clients.

It wouldn't be right to generalize; however, 
we have seen that the Indian Companies 

are still paper intensive and this leads 
to a huge requirement for 

storage. There are 
statutory obligations 

that require some of the contracts, legal 
documents to be preserved for 10 years. High 
numbers of storage units limit the flexibility and 
openness in the office. We are suggesting ways to 
combat this by providing Compactor storages for 
dead and movable storage caddies for personal 
storage. This partially helps to achieve the balance 
between storage needs and flexibility.

Indian Government offices are the perfect example 
of tradit ional work-spaces. With private 
organisations adapting new age office concepts, 
the government workspaces also need to transform 
to become attractive to young talent. For starters, 
the work environment and the office design can 
become more transparent. The area could be 
distributed more equitably between cabins and 
open work areas. Technology could be integrated 
more closely in the office design. An efficiently 
planned, well lit, well ventilated workspace can 
really help to enhance productivity regardless of the 
sector.

Which is the most difficult corner 
in Indian offices that you always 

fail to modify ?

What changes do you wish to make to Indian 
Government offices?

And just when you are about to give up, they surprise you with their real 
beauty -in various shapes, sizes, colours and fragrances. And like most 
pretty things, they are high-maintenance," says Dr SL Rahman, joint 
secretary, The Agri Horticultural Society of India. However, not all 
orchids are difficult to grow. Some are practically indestructible. It is 
estimated that there are more than 1,300 species of orchids found in 
India, primarily in the Northeast -Assam, Meghalaya and Arunachal 
Pradesh -and also in Sikkim and south India. Most orchids are 
perennial herbs with simple leaves and if raised in the right conditions 
(temperature not less than 16-17oC), they should last eight weeks with 
flowers, after which the blooms slowly start dropping off. They 
eventually re-flower. A word of caution: Never cut off the aerial roots, 
and never, ever remove the orchids from the pots they root in.

Growing orchids can be addictive. But you can take proper care of your 
orchid only when you know its genus.Most orchids you get in nurseries 
are hybrids, created specifically for flowers. They are easy to care for at 
homes and offices. However, a few things should be kept in mind, like 
light and humidity. If you can imitate a plant's natural habitat, it will 
thrive.

T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n l y  
available orchids, such as 
t h e  M o t h  O r c h i d ,  
Phalaenopsis and Cattleya are 
so popular because they grow well 
at home. Phalaenopsis hybrids are 
usually considered the `beginners' 
orchids', largely because they re-bloom 
under the conditions most windowsill 
growers can offer them. They require lower 
light.African violets can adapt to different 
humidity levels. They, however, easily die off 
due to over-watering. Underwatering can be 
a problem too. In Vedic scriptures, there 
is mention of a plant named Vanda, 
which has been adapted as a 
generic name for one of the most 
beautiful group of orchids. "Vandas 
could be mostly found on trees. 
And unlike most plants, they 
do not grow in soil, but air. 
Their roots attach to trees 
or rocks, and they draw 
moisture and nutrients that 
wash over them in the 
forest," Dr Rahman tells us. 
SOIL Beginners often make the 
mistake of assuming that orchids 
need to be potted in soil like other 

BEGINNERS' CHALLENGE

ORCHIDS WHICH ARE 
GOOD FOR BEGINNERS

Beginners' guide 

blooming flowers. That would be a grave mistake. Most orchid roots 
need far more air than potting soil would give them. So, look for a 
porous mix.

Direct sunlight should be avoided. Some common types of orchids 
that thrive on bright light are Cattleya and Vanda, while low light is 
preferred by Phalaenopsis and Pahiopedilum, among others. Orchids 
should be given as much light as they can tolerate.Varieties with 
thicker and erect leaves can tolerate more light than those with thinner 
or more horizontal leaves. Too little light is one of the common 
mistakes beginners make.

Warm-growing orchids like day temperatures between 21oC and 
29oC. This includes Phalaenopsis orchids. The commonly available 
orchids that are sold in nurseries do well in temperatures that are 
comfortable for human beings.

Most orchids like about 70 pre cent humidity in the atmosphere, which 
is more humid than most homes. So, you have to make an effort to 
provide your plants with extra humidity . Orchids usually appreciate 
misting with a spray bottle. If the plant has aerial roots growing up and 
out of the pot, those roots will like getting some moisture. At home, you 
can keep the the planter on a tray. Fill it with water and gravel. As the 
water evaporates, it will provide some extra humidity to the plant. For 
anyone keeping tropical plants on a windowsill, this technique really 
helps.

Orchids need nitrogen, sulphur, phosphorus, potassium, 
calcium and magnesium for growth.

Overwatering kills far more orchids than 
underwatering. When in doubt, just don't 

water. The potting mix also has a lot to 
do with how often an orchid needs 
watering. Most orchids are sold in 
mixes that allow for weekly watering. 
Don't water until the soil is 
approaching dryness. To water an 

o r c h i d ,  just submerge the pot in a bucket for a 
few seconds, then lift it out and let the excess water drain off.

Beginners often wonder how to prune orchids.
Trimming old flower stems that have turned brown is a good 

idea. If it's still green,it may re-bloom,either from the tip or by 
branching further back on the stem. Trimming orchids 
should only be done to remove leaves,roots, or flower 
stems that have already died or have turned brown. You 

must sterilise your cutting tools or use disposable ones so 
that you don't spread diseases between plants. The best 

time to re-pot is when new roots start to grow. So, what are you 
waiting for? Get started!

LIGHTING

TEMPERATURE

HUMIDITY

NUTRITION

WATER

PRUNING

offices need to change
This is what Indian 

offices need to change Have you, inspired by what Jyotika did 
in 36 Vayadhinile, wanted a terrace 
veggie garden of your own? It's a good 
idea, actually, to grow everyday spices 
and herbs, so that you have them at hand 
— fresh — whenever needed. But if 
you're among the many who don't know 
how to go about setting up this garden, 
read on...
Choose the right space
Go to the terrace, take a good look. 
Judge the play of the sun throughout the 
day. And then, select a place that is 
shady, but at the same time, gets direct 
sunlight for some part of the day. You've 
to ensure that the plants 
get at least five hours of 
sunlight daily. But mind 
you, herbs are delicate 
leaves, so be careful 
that the sunlight is not 
so strong that the leaves 
get scorched by the 
heat.
Get this...
The state government, 
a s  p a r t  o f  i t s  
environment and green 
c o v e r  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  
provides coir peats that 
come in plastic bags, 
which means you can 
grow the veggies in them, without 
having to bother about spending on pots. 
To begin with, wet the peats, place them 
on a sheet in the terrace. Keep watering 
them regularly, and in about a week, 
you'll see what looked like a small brick 
would've expanded to look like debris, 
and filled the bag. Now, to plant the 
seeds...
Prepare the soil
Get some soil and 
natural  manure 
from any nursery, 
and mix it well 
with the peats. If 
you want to keep it 
organic, add cow 
dung or goat dung 
manure to the mix. 

Leave this mix aside for a few days. 
Meanwhile, when you peel veggies, etc, 
do not throw away the skin. Instead, 
create your own compost with these 
vegetable skins and waste veggies in 
another pot in the terrace, and add them 
to this mix. After about a week, this mix 
is ready for plantation. Get the seeds of 
whatever you want to grow (tomatoes, 
chillies, coriander, basil and herbs are 
good choices). Sprinkle a few seeds over 
the mix, slightly dab them in with your 
hand, and leave it be for a couple of days. 
Watch them grow.
Pick the right veggies

To start with, try out just one or two 
vegetables, and then go in for more 
veggies. Tomatoes, chillies and keerai 
(spinach) are easy to grow, so start with 
them. Sometimes you might need to net 
out the seeds and the saplings as they 
grow, to keep pesky sparrows and other 
birds from feasting on them.
Watering is the key factor
Water the plants regularly, as and when 

needed. Excess water 
often causes damage 
and decay to plant 
roots, and it also 
washes away the 
nutrients of the soil. 
Also,  post  every 
h e a v y  r a i n f a l l ,  
remember to add 
manure to the soil.

Set up your own terrace 

Vegetable garden

to growing orchids at home
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décor decoded

This season with its damp, humid and overcast 
days needs a soul-stirring freshness to revive it. 
Monsoon should be about refreshing vibes with 
earthy colours and floral prints. Doing up your 
home or modifying your existing decor to get the 

glow of nature into your house is one the best 
way to crack this. Interior specialist Sonam 
Gupta, Design Head of Tangerine shares some 
easy decor trends that flawlessly sync with the 
season and make your little abode, peaceful and 
attractive.
Go earthy
Refurbish homes with loom woven dhurrie or 
wool infused kilims as rugs and mats to create a 
natural and unrefined look. These are hand 
washable and safe during the rainy days and 
gives the space an added dimension
Go vibrant
Despite low sunlight and grayish tone of the 
ambiance, one can go effervescent by adding 
together colors using multihued soft furnishings, 
kitchenware, serve ware, table, bed and 
bathroom linen. They bring a lovely change with 
additional tints and twinkle
Go floral
Floral prints together with geometric, paisley, 
damask, chevron and scroll as well as the 
traditional, Indian lifestyle, food, costumes and 
cultural blueprints create an impressive array of 
furnishings and designer crockery and cutlery 
ware for the kitchen, making it look sophisticated 
and eye-catching
Go radiant
Adding a series of decorative lights, lanterns, gel 
and wax, scented and enhancing candles bring 

Monsoon 
décor decoded

Monsoon 

much  des i r ab l e  
illumination and makes the 
place beam with insignia. These 
also append an alluring and stimulating 
fragrance to the room
Go organic
In the humid season of rains, adopting skin friendly 
linen made of cotton and silk is highly advisable. 
They absorb perspiration, is organic and safe to 
the skin and environment while is capable of 
carrying varied hues, prints and handwork 
like embroidery and zari. The cotton fabric 
is easy to maintain and looks rich at home
Monsoon decor is all about keeping the 
space animated, clean and in the pink. 
Add vivacity using quirky ornamental 
products that are season-friendly and 
enjoy adorning your drenched homes.

Uses of salt 

in home care
While salt is an absolute necessity in any meal, there are many 
other potential uses of salt. So, apart from its use in the kitchen, 
here's how you can put salt to 
some good use in other parts of 
the house.
To fight odour - Mix salt with 
lemon juice to make a paste and 
rub it on clothes. Keep it to dry 
in the sunlight and wash it off 
later.
To remove grease - Cover the 
pan which has grease with a 
layer of salt and put water over 
it. After 20 minutes the grease can be wiped off easily.
To deodrise your shoes - Sprinkle salt over your stinking canvas 
shoes / sneakers. The salt will absorb all the moisture from the 
shoes and make them smell good.

Three golden rules to water your 

The most important element to have a beautiful, 
growing garden is to watering the plants. However, 
there is a way to do this correctly. Follow these 
watering tips for a nice green growing garden.
1. Water properly
Pour enough water so that it reaches the roots of the 

Garden right

plant. This can be ensured when you see water 
draining out of the container into the saucer below.
2. Water at regular intervals
Keep a tab on which plant needs how much watering 
since there are some which can do without water for 

couple of days and for such plants you should avoid 
over watering. However, if it is a plant that needs 
daily watering and you avoid doing that then the 
soil becomes too dry which is not good for the 
plant's growth.
3. Go with the seasons
Watering needs will change as per the seasons so 
summers means more water is needed for the plants 
while the cold and rainy season does not require 
much watering of plants.

The art of finding lost things
Lost your house keys? Can't find your specs? 
Your daughter can't find her favourite doll? Try 
some findology to prevent losing things around 
the house. According to Findologist Michael 
Solomon, author of How to Find Lost Objects: 
"Don't get frantic and keep searching around. 
There are no missing objects, only unsystematic 
searches and clutter."
Solomon says if everything is in its place, 
nothing will be lost. Meaning: design spaces for 
specific things. So, your keys, spectacles, 
mobile, its charger and all thingamajigs must 
have designated spaces - and then, consistently 
put the objects there.
Clutter begone
While designing a house, it's important to keep it 
free of clutter. Because amid clutter, things 
become invisible and virtually unfindable. 
Solomon says, "Keys are among the most 
common objects we lose. And a missing set of 
keys can bring our day to a sudden and 
infuriating halt." But if you have lost something 
key, the big tip to finding it is to remain calm. 
"The moment you calm down, the lost object 
shows up," he says.
Solomon says that there's also "The Camouflage 
Effect" - a common situation in which your 
missing object is where you thought it was, or 

where you remember last having 
seen it. But it has become hidden 
from view, due to some other object 
having been inadvertently placed 
on top of it. The way out: look 
underneath things.
Make up for lost time
The basic reason people should use 
findology while designing houses 
is to stop wasting time that goes in 
looking for things. Interior designer 
Namita Sharma says, "People want 
specific corners in cupboards for 
placement of things in the kitchen 
and bedrooms." In smart houses, 
Sharma mentions that they try to 
create uncluttered spaces where 
there's no scope for an object just 
disappearing. Her take: "Lost keys, 
books, eyeglasses, jewellery, many 
times simply vanish and resurface 
after years. We want to reduce the 
frustration and trauma."
The 12 principles of finding lost 
objects
1. Don't look for it.
2. It's not lost - you are.
3. Remember the three C's: be comfortable, 

calm and confident.
4. Its where it's supposed to be.
5. Domestic drift. If an object is missing 

from its designated space, it's 
probably where it was last used.

CMYK

MAHANAGAR METROHOME



Sß‡æü ¹ÕÚU 7
Monday, May 11, 2026

CMYK

MAHANAGAR METRONATIONAL NEWS



Sß‡æü ¹ÕÚU 8
Monday, May 11, 2026

SYDNEY.(Agency) cent, 50 per cent of our export was shipping disrupt ions,  analysts  
going to the Middle East, which has said.Nalco produced 23 lakh tonnes of State-run National Aluminium Company 
been affected. But now, from Indonesia alumina in 2025-26, of which 13.08 Ltd's exports to West Asia have been 
and other places also, orders are there. lakh tonnes were exported.Nalco affected by geopolitical tensions in the 
Of course, that has resulted in a reported a 16.6 per cent drop in region, according to its CMD, 
reduction in the spot prices." consolidated net profit to Rs 1,722.44 Brijendra Pratap Singh.West Asia 

crore for the quarter ended March 31, accounts for 40-50 per cent of the  Nalco further said that smelters in West 
2026, on the back of lower revenue and company's alumina shipments.National Asia are currently operating at reduced 
higher expenses. The company had Aluminium Company (Nalco) also said capacity and will not reach full capacity 
posted a consolidated profit of Rs that a shift in export destinations due to immediately.So once these smelters of 
2,067.23 crore in the year-ago supply disruptions in West Asia has the Middle East, the production 
period.Revenue declined to Rs contributed to a decline in global spot curtailment is there till they reach the 
5,012.82 crore in the fourth quarter of alumina prices, which have now fallen fullest capacity, there will be an effect 
FY26, compared to Rs 5,267.83 crore to $305-310 per tonne.Alumina is a on the alumina pricing in the spot 
in the year-ago period.National white, granular material refined from markets," the company said.The 
Aluminium Company Ltd is one of bauxite ore, primarily used as the aluminium value chain has been 
India's leading integrated aluminium feedstock for producing aluminium. affected by the West Asia conflict, as 
complexes, with operations in bauxite spot alumina prices have dropped in The Nalco Chairman and Managing 
mining, alumina refining, aluminium some regions due to oversupply, while Director, in the earnings conference 
smelting, power generation, and coal refined aluminium prices have surged call, said, "Our alumina export to the 
mining.due to production shutdowns and Middle East ... a lot of around 40 per 

Titan unfazed about gold supply issues as 
exchange programmes aid sourcing

US proposes H-1B minimum wage hike, likely to 
make hiring foreign workers costlier

Missed your PPF contribution? Know the 
penalty, revival rules and account impact

New Delhi.(Agency)
 The trend of foreign portfolio investor (FPI) 

outflows continues this month and through 
May 8, they sold equity worth Rs 14,232 crore 
through the Indian secondary markets, 
according to analysts. 

This takes the total FPI sell figure through 
exchanges in 2026, so far, to Rs 218,540 crore. 
The trend of FPIs buying/investing through the 
primary markets continues with total 
investment of Rs 12,340 crore, so far, this year. 
“Even though FPIs are net sellers, they have 
been investing in certain sectors like power, 
construction and capital goods. Another 
significant trend is the FPIs preference for mid 
and selectively for small-cap stocks, which 
have high-growth potential, and are delivering 
good results,” said Dr VK Vijayakumar, Chief 
Investment Strategist, Geojit Investments 
Limited. Currency depreciation and concerns 
surrounding earnings growth in India have 
been important factors driving FPI outflows 
this year. 

Also Read: AI market euphoria feels like dot-
com bubble: Michael Burry

“The impressive earnings growth expected in 
markets like South Korea and Taiwan this year, 
thanks to the AI boom, is attracting FPI flows 
into these markets in a big way,” he mentioned.

Foreign investors started the week on a positive 
note after the outcome of the state assembly 
elections. Strong performance by the ruling 
party at the centre led to positive sentiment. 

However, rising of geo-political tension and 
volatile crude price saw them turning net seller 
for the remaining four sessions of the 
week.“Geopolitical tension, elevated oil prices 
and a weaker rupee have led to selling by FIIs in 
the last few months, they have remained seller 
in the current calendar year,” said Pabitro 
Mukherjee, Associate Vice President-
Research, Bajaj Broking. 

Nifty during last week traded in a range with high 
volatility and closed higher for the second 
weeks in a row, up by 0.7 per cent. Nifty started 
the week on a positive note and formed an intra-
week high of 24,482 of Thursday session. 

However, selling pressure at higher levels on 
account of geopolitical tension and profit 
booking saw the index gave up some of its 
gains and closed the week around 24,200 
levels.

FPI outflows continue this 
month over geopolitical 
tensions, crude prices

Asia, and there were reports of a delay sense, it's getting reinforced with every New Delhi.(Agency)
in the renewal of import licences by the campaign that we run," he said. Leading branded jeweller maker Titan 
government.There was some slowness The company expects the exchange Company is unconcerned about short-
on the customs front which is picking programme to continue supporting term gold supply issues due to West 
up and "we are pretty much quite buyer growth, especially among Asia conflict as its gold exchange 
covered for quarter 1," he said.Besides, wedding customers and consumers programme and contingency sourcing 

looking to refresh jewellery plans are helping mitigate risks.
collections.Titan, whose FY26 topline crossed Rs 

"The sentiment of the campaign has 75,000 crore, said the company's gold 
resonated very well with people exchange programme has been running 
because it has a certain public service successfully since the third quarter and 
message and nationalistic angle to it. it has further strengthened sourcing 
All in all, we think it is a good thing to flexibility for its jewellery businesses.
run, and it will give us rewards even "...our gold exchange programme is very, 
going forward," he added.very successfully being run from the 

Tanishq offers a comprehensive gold last quarter three onwards. We always 
exchange programme designed to used to run this but now we have 
help customers swap old, worn-out, or another level," CFO Ashok Sonthalia Titan doesn't see any increase in cost in 

unused gold for new jewellery designssaid while responding to a query around gold loan at least in the short term as 
gold supply.He said the company has  According to Narayan, Titan reported an tenure has been increased from 180 to 
measures in place to respond to any 8 per cent buyer growth in the fourth 270 days, Sonthalia added.
s u p p l y - r e l a t e d  c h a l l e n g e s  i f  quarter, compared with a flattish trend Replying to another query, Titan CEO - 
required."On a short notice we can, if in the previous period, as customers Jewellery Division, Arun Narayan said 
required, further ratchet it. Some of the who had deferred purchases amid rising now it is running the exchange 
other Plan Bs are also ready," he said. gold prices returned to stores.Gold rates campaign as a standalone campaign, 

have gone up from festive onwards. "We are at least not concerned in the short particularly for Tanishq."You may have 
Diwali onwards, it's been climbing. term as far as gold supply is concerned seen that a lot of our Tanishq 
There are many customers who were for Titan, Tanishq and CaratLane," said campaigns, which are new collection 
waiting on the sidelines who came in to Sonthalia.The industry sources a campaigns, also have an exchange 
buy in quarter four," he said.considerable part of gold from the West section in the same campaign. In a 

MORBI.(Agency)

Adhesives and construction chemicals maker Pidilite 
Industries is considering another round of price hike 
due to inflation in raw materials from the ongoing 
geopolitical tensions in West Asia, the company's 
Managing Director, Sudhanshu Vats, said.

The company, which owns popular brands such as 
Fevicol, Dr Fixit, FeviKwik and M-Seal, had 
announced a price hike in April, followed by a 
second round in May.The company's raw material 
basket, which is closely linked to crude derivatives, 
has seen a weighted-average increase of around 40-
50 per cent due to geopolitical tensions in West Asia, 
Vats said."The West Asia crisis, like for many other 
businesses, has had an impact on our business as 
well. It came towards the end of the quarter. So 
therefore, we were able to manage a bit of it, and I 
think it did not reflect in the numbers, but I think 
moving forward, our raw material prices have gone 
up indeed," said Vats in a post-earnings briefing.In 
line with its philosophy, Pidilite will look at the 
"weighted average increase" on its raw material, 
which is quite strong.So we are going to look at 
absolute rupee terms there, and we will continue to 
pass that on in a calibrated fashion to the market," he 
said, adding, "We will continue to remain focused 
on growth while remaining in our guided EBITDA 
corridor of 20 to 24 per cent."

 Pidilite has already raised Fevicol prices by 1215 per 
cent, citing surging input costs, particularly for 
Vinyl Acetate Monomer (VAM), a key ingredient 
sourced from crude oil.

"Our weighted average increase has come close to 40 
to 50 per cent. We believe this weighted average 
increase, the absolute amount that is there, we will 
pass on in rupee terms through price increase," he 
said, adding "our focus is on growth and demand 
generation, but as far as West Asia crisis is 
concerned, we have to manage it week to week and 
month to month because everyday the situation is 
changing.

New Delhi.(Agency) 
Oil pipelines across the globe are running dry, 

depleting at an unprecedented rate as the ongoing 
Iran war severely disrupts crude flows from the 
Persian Gulf, rapidly eroding the buffer that usually 
protects markets from supply shocks.

The sharp fall in inventories has triggered rising 
concern across governments and energy markets, 
with the loss of more than a billion barrels of supply 
over roughly two months of near-closure of the Strait 
of Hormuz leaving the system increasingly exposed. 
Analysts cited by Bloomberg have warned that the 
thinner cushion not only fuels the risk of price spikes 
and shortages in the near term, but also extends 
vulnerability well beyond the end of the conflict.

Data from Morgan Stanley shows global oil 
inventories dropped by around 4.8 million barrels 
per day between March 1 and April 25. This marks a 
faster decline than any previous quarterly drawdown 
recorded in International Energy Agency data. 
Crude oil accounted for nearly 60% of the fall, while 
refined products made up the rest of the decline.

Inventories draining aid Middle East heat
Experts say oil systems cannot function without 

maintaining minimum stock levels, meaning what is 
termed the “operational minimum” is reached long 
before inventories hit zero.“Inventories are acting as 
the shock absorber of the global oil system,” said 
Natasha Kaneva, JPMorgan Chase & Co.’s head of 
global commodities research. She added, “not every 
barrel can be drawn.”

Nalco's alumina exports to West Asia hit 
by geopolitical tensions: CMD

Pidilite signals further price 
hike as West Asia war fuels 
input inflation

PPF is not a flashy investment. It 

does not promise spectacular 

returns or overnight wealth. What 

it does offer — a government-

backed, tax-free, long-term 

savings vehicle — is exactly the 

kind of  quiet, dependable 

foundation that most financial 

plans are built around. 

the account does not close, but it does go branch processes your request, the Never Happens Again

into a kind of freeze. You cannot deposit account is active again. Everything Given that the minimum deposit is only Rs 
fresh money, you cannot take a loan returns to normal — deposits, loan 500 a year, this is genuinely one of the 
against it, and partial withdrawal — the facility, partial withdrawals, the works. more preventable financial slip-ups out 
kind that comes in handy during an A Common Misunderstanding Worth there. Set a calendar reminder every 
unexpected emergency — is off the table Clearing Up February — well before the March 31 
until things are sorted out. deadline — or better yet, set up an Many people assume that an inactive PPF 

The account balance does not disappear and automatic transfer for a small fixed account eventually closes on its own. It 
interest keeps building on whatever is amount each April so the yearly minimum 
already sitting there. But your ability to gets covered right at the start of every 
actually use the account goes away until financial year. You do not need to 
you fix it. That distinction mattersHow contribute Rs 1.5 lakh to keep the account 
to Get It Back on Track healthy. You just need to make sure that 

Rs 500 finds its way in before the year The revival process is not complicated, but 
closes.it does require a physical visit. Head to 

the bank branch or post office where Why It Is Worth ProtectingNew Delhi.(Agency) 
your PPF account is held and submit a PPF is not a flashy investment. It does not  Missing a PPF deposit is one of those things 
written request for reactivation. Along promise spectacular returns or overnight that happens quietly. Life gets busy, the 
with that letter, you pay Rs 500 for every wealth. What it does offer — a financial year slips by, and somewhere in 
financial year you missed — that is the government-backed, tax-free, long-term does not. It simply sits there, earning the middle of everything else, that one 
minimum contribution — plus a penalty savings vehicle — is exactly the kind of interest on the existing balance but locked small transfer just did not happen. If that 
of Rs 50 per missed year.So if three years quiet, dependable foundation that most out of most of its useful features. Some sounds familiar, do not panic — the 
wen by without a deposit, the math looks financial plans are built around. Whether people discover this years later when they account is not gone, and fixing it is far 
like this: Rs 1,500 in missed contributions you are saving for retirement, a child's try to make a deposit or apply for a loan simpler than most people expect.A PPF 
plus Rs 150 in penalties, totalling Rs education, or simply building a corpus and are told the account needs to be account asks for very little. Just Rs 500 
1,650. Not a painful amount by any that compounds safely over time, letting a revived first. Catching it early saves every financial year — that is the 
stretch, but a completely avoidable one. PPF account go inactive over a Rs 500 unnecessary paperwork.minimum needed to keep it ticking. If that 

Once the payment goes through and the oversight is simply not worth it.The Easiest Way to Make Sure This amount does not go in before March 31, 

Retirement choice: FD or 
SCSS, which will give me 
higher monthly income?

            

Strait trouble: Global oil 
tanks running dry at 
unprecedented pace as 
Hormuz remains choked

Kolkata.(Agency)
 Bank Fixed Deposits (FD) or Senior Citizen Savings 

Scheme? This is a question that keeps tormenting 
those who are about to retire or have just retired. For 
most retirement brings extreme caution in 
investment for the amount of money becomes 
limited with no fresh regular inflow like a monthly 
salary. But expenditures keep growing, thanks to 
inflation. So ensuring a steady flow of income is a 
key priority after working life is over. Therefore, 
both the security of capital and a significant interest 
rate assume paramount importance. It is significant 
that both instruments are guaranteed-return 
instruments but they differ in interest rates, payout 
format and a vital parameters — ceiling on 
investment. Let’s have a look as to how bank FDs 
and SCSS fare against one another in terms of 
efficacy on these two and some other parameters.

FD vs SCSS: Interest rates
For most, this is the single most important parameter. 

And here SCSS has a slight edge over the bank FDs 
in the current economic conditions of the country. 
SCSS offers 8.2% per annum interest rate now. The 
finance ministry reviews the rate of interest on SCSS 
once every quarter, though for the past several 
quarters this rate has been left unaltered. This rate 
make SCSS more attractive for many since no bank 
is offering this rate of interest in the country now.

While the rate of interest for SCSS is the same across 
the country, the interest rates paid to senior citizens 
by banks vary from bank to bank. Most banks are 
now offering between 7% to 7.75% per annum, 
depending on the tenure of investment. Some banks, 
especially small finance banks, offer rates closer or 
slightly higher than 8% on one or two tenures only.

SCSS enjoys sovereign guarantee. Therefore, it enjoys 
a slightly higher safety than bank FDs. It is not 
possible to have a higher safety of capital than 
offered by SCSS. However, FDs are safe too, 
especially FDs with major public sector banks. 

The US Department of Labour 
has proposed sharply higher 
prevailing wages for H-1B and 
related visa programmes. The 
draft rule has drawn both 
support and opposition ahead 
of the May 26 comment 
deadline.

proposed by the US Department of The prevailing wages differ from city to responses, ranging from overwhelming 
Labour on March 27, seeks to increase city. support to opposition, contending that 

According to the Department of Labour, the the minimum wages for four categories smaller companies may no longer be able 
current methodology allows employers to from the entry-level to the most- to hire freshers for entry-level jobs, given 
hire  foreigners  a t  wage levels  experienced, contending that the existing the higher prevailing wages.
significantly below those paid to The window for public comments closes on wage levels were fixed 20 years ago and 
similarly employed US.The proposed May 26, following which the Department fa i l  to  adequa te ly  p ro tec t  US 
changes will dramatically increase the of Labour will examine the responses and workers.According to the proposed rule 

notify the final rule.The Trump 'Improving Wage Protections for the 
administration, in its first term, had T e m p o r a r y  a n d  P e r m a n e n t  
initiated changes to the prevailing Employment of Certain Foreign 
wages in 2020 without prior notice Nationals in the United States', the 
or comments, and the move had to prevailing wage for entry-level foreign 
be shelved after it ran into legal workers was USD 73,279 per annum, 
challenges.USD 98,987 (Level II), USD 121,979 

Last year, the administration imposed (Level III) and USD 144,202 (Level 
a USD 1,00,000 fee for H-1B IV).The new rule, which is now open to New Delhi,.(Agency)
candidates outside the US through a public comments till May 26, seeks to The US has proposed to increase the 
presidential order issued on increase the prevailing wages for entry-minimum wages paid to hire an employee 
September 19, 2025.level workers to USD 97,746, a hike of under the H1B visa program by 30 per 

33.39 per cent over the old rates, USD The same presidential order directed cent over the previously fixed limits, a prevailing wage levels used in the H1B, 
1,23,212 (Level II, 24.47 per cent), USD the Secretary of Labour to initiate move the administration claims will help H1B1,  E-3 ,  and PERM labour  
1,47,333 (Level III, 20.79 per cent), and rulemaking to revise prevailing wage prevent foreigners from undercutting certification programs.
USD 175,464 (Level IV, 21.68 per cent). levels under the H-1B program.wages of US nationals.The new rule, The proposed rules have received mixed 
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trinity of Gill, Sudharsan and Buttler for have is that we get players, like the top three NEW DELHI. (Agency)   
Matthew Hayden was one of the most constantly going at a 150 strike-rate in the that you mentioned, who are striking at 150.

"Let me tell you as a batter, that is really hard, destructive batters in world cricket during tournament and playing Test and ODI-type 
and they're doing it for a long period of his playing career, but the current Gujarat 
time, they're constantly getting into the Titans batting coach would prefer his top 
back half of the game, not just batting three's consistency over the Vaibhav 
inside the powerplay. They're going right Sooryavanshi carnage. Hayden made the 
through with their fitness and their ability comments during the press conference after 
to be able to really play Test match-type GT's thumping win over RR in Jaipur on 
c r i c k e t ,  a n d  O D I  c r i c k e t  i n  Saturday, May 9.During the game, 
particular."So, I love the fact that we're Sooryavanshi scored 36 runs off 16 balls to 
going about constructing in innings. give RR the initial take-off, but was 
Tonight, where we're setting a target, dismissed in the third over. At the same 
which is a different challenge for us, time, Sai Sudharsan and Shubman Gill 

we've had a number of totals in that sort of cricket rather than being swayed by the pull scored fifties and put on a 118-run stand in 
160 range. Which I would back our batting of explosive batting."Well, tonight was a 65 balls. Gill batted till the 17th over, 
to get through any day of the week, so it was good example, right, of an exciting young scoring 84 off 44 balls.Hayden said that 
nice tonight to have that bit of a challenge talent in Vaibhav Sooryavanshi. He batted, while it was exciting to see a talent like 
against an X factor team like Rajasthan got 30 runs at a strike rate of 300. But when Sooryavanshi and his blistering cameos, in 
Royals, and to come out on top was really you're chasing 220 odd, you need to bat a 200-plus chase, batting deep is very 
important for us," said Hayden.longer and deeper. So the advantage that we important.The GT batting coach praised the 

New Delhi. (Agency)  two matches with plenty on the line.CAN bat.Suryakumar Yadav’s inconsistent 
MI GET THEIR STARS FIRING returns remain a concern, even though he The IPL playoff race enters a crucial phase on 
TOGETHER? has shown in recent games that quick starts Sunday with a double-header that could 

are not the issue. The key may be giving significantly shape the points table, with Much has been said about the Mumbai Indians 
himself a little more time rather than forcing several teams still fighting to secure their this season, but on paper, they still boast one 
the pace too early. Captain Hardik Pandya, place in the top four. Royal Challengers of the strongest playing XIs in the 
meanwhile, is yet to have the kind of Bengaluru will be looking to get their competition. The challenge has been turning 
influence he enjoyed during his Gujarat campaign back on track when they face the 
Titans stint. Mumbai will need him to step Mumbai Indians at the Shaheed Veer 
up as both leader and all-round performer to Narayan Singh International Stadium in 
keep their playoff hopes firmly alive. But Raipur. RCB remain firmly in the playoff 
before all that he would need to prove that he hunt, but recent results have slowed their 
is fit and ready to play.momentum at an important stage of the 

season.Virat Kohli’s lack of runs has added IS ATTACK THE BEST DEFENCE FOR 
to their concerns, especially with Phil RCB?

Following their defeat in the previous game, Salt’s injury disrupting the balance at the 
Rajat Patidar said Royal Challengers top of the order. Mumbai, meanwhile, 
Bengaluru did not want to adopt a defensive appears to be finding rhythm at the right 
mindset. While that intent reflects a positive time and will see this as a chance to 
approach, T20 cricket is not always about strengthen their own playoff push.

Earlier in the day, Chennai Super Kings will constant aggression. There are phases in a 
host Lucknow Super Giants at a packed game where soaking up pressure and 
Chepauk in another high-stakes contest. waiting for the right moment to 
Lucknow head into the clash with renewed counterattack can be just as effective.

That is where RCB may need to reassess their confidence after ending their losing streak that potential into consistent performances. 
approach, especially with Virat Kohli with a big win over RCB, while Chennai Rohit Sharma’s return from injury was a 
struggling for rhythm. Kohli has never been will know another setback could seriously major boost, with the veteran opener looking 
a batter who needs to force the pace from dent their qualification hopes. With playoff in excellent touch, and Mumbai will hope he 
ball one. spots still up for grabs, Sunday promises continues to lead the charge with the 

RCB vs MI Preview: Bengaluru seek answers in 
Raipur as Virat Kohli looks to find form

MANCHESTER. (Agency)  
Daniel Dubois showed up late, got knocked 

down early and still beat Fabio Wardley to 
become a two-time heavyweight champion 
on Saturday.Dubois stopped Wardley in the 
11th round to win the WBO heavyweight 
title at the Co-op Live arena after reportedly 
being delayed by traffic on his arrival.

Wardley dropped Dubois (23-3, 22 KOs) just 
10 seconds into the bout with an overhand 
right, and again in the third round, but the 
former IBF champion rebounded both times 
and dominated from there by landing heavy 
rights that produced swelling and bleeding 
on Wardley's face."I know I've got heart, 
bundles of heart, I'm a warrior in there," said 
Dubois, whose resolve had been questioned 
in the past. "What a great fight, what a great 
battle. I'm No. 1 again."

Wardley absorbed blow after blow without 
going down before referee Howard Foster 
halted the bout early in the 11th.

It's the first professional loss for Wardley (20-
1-1, 19 KOs). He was making his first title 
defense.He's a durable guy... a great 
warrior," Dubois said. "It was an honor to be 
in the ring with him."Dubois lost his IBF belt 
to Oleksandr Usyk via a fifth-round 
knockout at Wembley Stadium last July. It 
was his second loss to Usyk.

Dubois could be on a collision course with 
rising star Moses Itauma, who was ringside. 
WBO president Gustavo Olivieri has said 
after Itauma's demolition of Jermaine 
Franklin he'll recommend the British 
southpaw become the WBO mandatory 
challenger.Frank Warren, the promoter for 
both Dubois and Wardley, said in the ring, 
however, that there's a rematch clause in the 
contract.Usyk holds the WBA, WBC and 
IBF belts. The 39-year-old Ukrainian's next 
bout is against former kickboxing champion 
Rico Verhoeven on May 23 at the Pyramids 
of Giza in Egypt.

Chelli stuns Morrell on undercard
London light heavyweight Zak Chelli scored a 

big upset by stopping Cuban southpaw 
David Morrell in the 10th round. 

teenage sensation Kumkum Mohod also remained in the hunt for another medal, mostly on the sidelines, Deepika constantly 
overcame the home side 5-4 after prevailing with Simranjeet Kaur reaching the recurve encouraged and guided the team during 
28-26 in the tie-breaker following a fiercely semifinals and moving within touching crucial moments against a partisan crowd 
contested final that ended 4-4 after and an energetic Chinese support staff.
regulation.The triumph carried extra China fielded a young lineup featuring Zhu 
significance for the Indian side, which had Jingyi, Huang Yuwei and teenage archer Yu 
earlier knocked out powerhouse South Qi, all relatively new to the World Cup 
Korea — winners of 10 Olympic gold circuit. India started strongly and narrowly 
medals in the discipline — in the semifinals. captured the opening set 54-53, with Deepika 
It marked India’s first women’s recurve leading the way through consecutive 10s. 
team title at a World Cup event since 2021. Ankita and Kumkum, however, showed 

Deepika, a veteran of India’s successful World signs of inconsistency early on.The 
Cup campaigns in Guatemala City and Paris momentum shifted in the second set. 
in 2021, added another milestone to her Although India briefly held an advantage 
decorated career, claiming her seventh midway through the round, China responded distance of her first individual World Cup 
World Cup team gold medal overall. The with a superb finish to register 55 points. podium finish.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  medal also ended a three-year wait for the India faltered at the end, and Deepika’s final DEEPIKA SHINES FOR INDIA
India’s women’s recurve team produced a Indian women’s recurve team at the World arrow landed in the 7-ring, allowing the hosts Competing without a permanent national 

stunning comeback under pressure to defeat Cup level, with their previous podium finish to level the scores at 2-2.China then edged coach due to the ongoing uncertainty around 
hosts China in a dramatic shoot-off and win coming in Paris in 2023.India’s medal tally in ahead in the third set after a successful appointments, the Indian women relied 
the gold medal at Stage 2 of the Archery Shanghai had already begun on a positive review upgraded one of their arrows from an heavily on Deepika’s leadership and 
World Cup in Shanghai on Sunday. The trio note after compound archer Sahil Jadhav 8 to a 9, giving them a slender 57-56 set win experience throughout the contest. While 
of Deepika Kumari, Ankita Bhakat and secured bronze a day earlier. The country and a 4-2 overall lead.designated coach Prafull Dange stayed 

then he kept scoring big runs after that. 
From that moment, I became a huge fan of 
his," said Samson.Samson revealed that he 
became such a big fan of Dhoni, that he 
started carrying the cutout of the legendary 
wicketkeeper from popular kids drink, 
Boost, on his personal diary.

"He was everywhere after that — posters, 
media, advertisements. He used to feature 
in Boost ads. At home, we used to drink 
Boost and there was a sticker on the bottle. I 
remember cutting Mahi bhai’s face out 
from that sticker and sticking it on my 
diary," said Samson.'FEEL FORTUNATE 
TO BE HERE'

The CSK star revealed that he frequently 
chats with Dhoni and the IPL legend 
advises him constantly."From that moment New Delhi. (Agency)  
to where I am now, what more can I say? I Sanju Samson said he is living every kid's 
sit with him, talk with him, play games with dream, sharing the CSK dressing room with 
him, go to his room and ask him anything I MS Dhoni and recalled being left in awe of 
want. He advises me as well. It’s been a the Indian legend during his childhood. 
dream, actually more than a dream. I think Samson has been an ardent fan of Dhoni for a 
any kid would dream about this and I feel long time and has openly talked about 
very fortunate to be here,” said Samson.coming to CSK and spending time with the Dhoni started. The wicketkeeper said he was remember seeing this guy with long hair 

Samson has sored 402 runs in 10 matches former Indian captain.During the latest a young kid when he first saw Dhoni play walking out to bat for India. He would get out 
while Dhoni is yet to feature in a game for episode of the Super Kings podcast, Samson while sporting his iconic long hair look.“I in a couple of games and then suddenly score 
LSG.revealed the story about how his fandom of was in 4th or 5th standard, very small then. I a hundred against Pakistan. He scored 183, 

Carried Dhoni's Boost bottle cutout: When 
long-haired Mahi left young Samson in awe

GT consistency better than Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi destruction: Hayden's blunt take

BARCELONA. (Agency)  
The Instagram story was twelve words long. 

"Back home now. As usual, no one knows what 
happened over the past two weeks, and it seems 
like no one really cares." Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy posted it after the Indian 
badminton team returned from Horsens, 
Denmark, with a Thomas Cup bronze medal 
and no reception to speak of. No official, no 
fan, no camera. The post went viral. The debate 
has raged on. India will move on from this.But 
Chirag Shetty, Satwik's doubles partner, the 
other half of the most successful men's doubles 
pair in Indian badminton history, did not move 
on. He sat down and spoke. Not with the raw 
grief of a man who had just landed from a long, 
deflating flight. But with the measured, almost 
weary clarity of someone who has been 
carrying this thought for a long time and has 
finally decided to put it down on the table."I 
honestly feel more people recognise me in 

Malaysia or Indonesia than they do in India," he 
tells IndiaToday.in.For a country of 1.4 billion 
people, one that has produced precious few 
world-beaters across sports, that is not just an 
irony. It is an indictment.What he said was not a 
complaint. It was a diagnosis.THE 1983 THAT 
INDIA FORGOTThere is a number that stops 
you when Chirag says it: 75.

"As Prannoy also said, people don't realise 
Thomas Cup is basically badminton's 
equivalent of a World Cup. It's one of the oldest 
tournaments in the sport after the All England 
Championships. It has a 75-year history,” he 
adds.India, in 2022, won that tournament for 
the first time. They beat Malaysia, then 
Denmark, then Indonesia, the 14-time 
champions and defending title-holders, to lift a 
trophy that had existed since 1948 and had 
never once had an Indian name on it. Then they 
returned home, were felicitated by the Prime 
Minister, and watched the moment quietly 
dissolve into the background noise of the IPL 
season.

Champions, undelivered: 
Why Indian sport needs a 

Zomato moment

New Delhi. (Agency)  
Sanju Samson seems to have put a full stop to 

the Chennai Super Kings captaincy rumours 
with a simple message. Samson was traded in 
from the Rajasthan Royals ahead of the IPL 
2026 season in a trade deal worth Rs. 18 
Crore, with many feeling he would come into 
the team as the new skipper, replacing 
Ruturaj Gaikwad.

Pundits have commented on the possibility of 
Samson getting the CSK captaincy in the 
future, with R Ashwin saying that the 
wicketkeeper will be the skipper of the five-
time IPL champions in a few years time.

“I’m no astrologer, but I do see Sanju 
captaining CSK at some stage. I don’t know 
when, but I feel it could happen," said 
Ashwin.Now, Samson himself has talked 
about all the chatter around him and CSK 
captaincy. In the latest episode of the Super 
Kings podcast, Samson told Abhinav 

Mukund that he didn't want to come to a new 
home with a lot of demands

“I already had a team. I was already settled in a 
place. So I wanted to come out of there and 
join another team. In that kind of transaction, 
you can’t actually have demands. Honestly, 
when you are trying to get into a new home, 
you don’t go there with demands — that’s 
what I’ve learned, to be very honest."

"You go there and try to prove your worth. You 
try to behave the way you are, perform to the 
maximum, and then take things forward from 
there," said Samson.

THE MALAYALI ETHOS
Samson pointed out to his Malayali roots and 

the work ethic of the people from Keralam, 
who work in different places around the 
globe for many years.

"And there’s another thing as well. Like in 
Chennai, there are a lot of people working 
from different places. There are many 
Malayalis here.

Daniel Dubois shakes off  
knockdowns, stops Fabio 

Wardley to become two-time 
heavyweight champion

Sanju Samson puts full stop to 
CSK captaincy noise: Don't go 

to new home with demands

India's women's recurve team 
beat China in a shoot-off  to win 
World Cup gold in Shanghai. The 

comeback, driven by Deepika 
Kumari's leadership amid 

coaching uncertainty, ended 
India's wait for this title.

Sanju Samson said sharing the 
CSK dressing room with MS 
Dhoni feels like living a childhood 
dream. Samson recalled as a kid 
he was starstruck by a long-
haired Dhoni and shared how he 
carried the cutout of the CSK 
legend in his personal diary.

Deepika Kumari stars as Indian recurve 
archery team clinches World Cup gold
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seven, including a child, and wounded denounces this barbaric targeting and BEIRUT.(Agency) 
15. The ministry said this was an initial the deliberate violence against Three Israeli drone strikes on vehicles 
count.The agency reported strikes in civilians and children in Lebanon," the just south of Beirut on Saturday killed 
southern Lebanon, including one on ministry said in its statement added four people while a series of airstrikes 
the village of Bourj Rahhal that killed that the strike marks an ongoing series on southern Lebanon killed at least 13, 
three and another in Maifadoun that "of grave violations of International including a man and his 12-year-old 
killed one.The Health Ministry, Humanitarian Law."The Israeli daughter, state media and the Health 
meanwhile, said three Israeli drone military said Hezbollah fired explosive Ministry said.The three drone strikes 

drones into Israel near the border south of Beirut marked another 
with Lebanon adding that three escalation since a ceasefire between 
soldiers were wounded, one of Israel and Hezbollah went into effect 
them seriously, in one of the on April 17. Both Israel and Hezbollah 
attacks. It added that Hezbollah have continued their daily attacks 
fired drones inside Lebanon as despite the truce.On Wednesday night, 
well in which one hit an Israeli Israel's air force carried out an 
vehic le  wi thout  inf l ic t ing airstrike on a southern suburb in which 
casualties.Israel said it killed a senior Hezbollah 

Hezbollah claimed several attacks military official. It was the first strike 
inside Lebanon as well as firing a near the capital since the ceasefire was 

drone at an Israeli military post in the strikes killed a Syrian man who was reached.Two of the strikes on Saturday 
northern town of Misgav Am.The riding a motorcycle with his 12-year-took place on the highway linking 
latest war between Israel and old daughter in the city of Nabatiyeh.Beirut with the southern port city of 
Hezbollah began on March 2, when Sidon in which several people were The ministry said that after the initial 
Hezbollah fired rockets into northern wounded, while the third happened on strike, the man and his daughter 
Israel, two days after the United States a road leading to Lebanon's Chouf managed to move away from the site 
and Israel launched a war on region killing three, the state-run only to be attacked again by the drone 
Hezbollah's main backer, Iran. Israel National News Agency said.An instantly killing the man. The girl then 
has since carried out hundreds of Associated Press journalist at the scene moved about 100 meters (yards) away 
airstrikes and launched a ground saw a dead body on the highway in the and was hit again by the drone after she 
invasion of southern Lebanon, town of Saadiyat.The Health Ministry had been already wounded. The girl 
capturing dozens of towns and villages said an Israeli airstrike on the southern later died in a hospital, NNA said.
along the border.village of Saksakiyeh killed at least "The Ministry of Public Health 

NEWS BOX

Car bomb attack on checkpoint kills 
at least 12 in northwest Pakistan

Israeli drone strikes near Beirut kill four, 
southern airstrikes kill at least 13

Faint Meow In Mississippi 
Tornado Rubble Leads To 
Stunning Rescue

Iran warns US against attacks 
on its oil tankers, other ships 
but ceasefire appears to hold

JAKARTA.(Agency) 
 Iran's Revolutionary Guard navy on Saturday warned 

that any attack on Iranian oil tankers or commercial 

vessels would be met with a "heavy assault" on one of 

the US bases in the region and enemy ships, even as a 

tenuous ceasefire appeared to be holding.
Iranian state TV reported the warning a day after the 

United States struck two Iranian oil tankers, casting 

doubt on the month-old ceasefire that the US has 

insisted is still in effect. The US military said the 

tankers were trying to breach its blockade of Iran's 

ports.Meanwhile Bahrain, which hosts the US Navy's 

regional headquarters, said it arrested dozens of 

people it alleged had links to Iran's Revolutionary 

Guard.
Washington awaits Iran's response to its latest proposal 

for a deal to end the war, reopen the Strait of Hormuz 

to shipping and roll back Tehran's disputed nuclear 

program. And Russian President Vladimir Putin said 

Moscow's proposal to take enriched uranium from 

Iran to help negotiate a settlement remains on the table.
Bahrain says arrests were linked to Guard funding 

attemptBahrain said it had arrested 41 people it said 

are part of a group affiliated with the Revolutionary 

Guard. The interior ministry said investigations 

confirmed they were in contact with the Guard and 

collected funds "with the aim of sending them to Iran" 

to support its "terrorist operations."
The small Persian Gulf island is led by a Sunni Muslim 

monarchy but, like Iran, has a majority Shiite 

population. Rights groups have said the kingdom has 

used the war between Iran and the US, which bases its 

Fifth Fleet in Bahrain, as an excuse to crack down on 

dissent.Iran issued a warning to Bahrain: "Siding with 

the U.S.-backed resolution will bring severe 

consequences. The Strait of Hormuz is a vital lifeline; 

do not risk closing it on yourselves FOREVER," 

Ebrahim Azizi, head of the national security 

commission of Iran's parliament, said on social media.
Iran has mostly blocked the critical waterway for global 

energy since the US and Israel launched the war on 

Feb. 28, causing a global spike in fuel prices and 

rattling world markets.The US has imposed its own 

blockade of Iran's ports. US Central Command said on 

Saturday its forces had turned back 58 commercial 

ships and "disabled" four since the blockade began 

April 13.Britain deploys warship to the Middle East
Britain's defense ministry said it was deploying a 

warship to the Middle East to join a potential mission 

to protect commercial ships in the Strait of Hormuz 

once hostilities end.

Militia kill at least 69 in 
northeast of  DR Congo

BUNIA. (Agency) 
A militia attack killed at least 69 people in Ituri 

province in the troubled northeast of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, local and security sources told 
AFP Saturday.It was just the latest in a series of 
attacks in Ituri, a gold-rich province that borders 
Uganda which has suffered years of deadly 
conflict.Armed men affiliated with the Codeco 
militia (Cooperative for the Development of Congo) 
carried out the attack at the end of April, said the 
sources.The lack of security in the zone because of 
the continued presence of Codeco fighters delayed 
the recovery of the bodies for several days, they 
added.Security sources put the toll at 69 dead but a 
local civil protection official, Dieudonne Losa, told 
AFP that more than 70 people had been killed.

The Codeco militia claims to defend the rights of the 
mainly farming Lendu community, notably against 
the mainly pastoral Hema community.Another armed 
group active in the province, the Convention for the 
Popular Revolution (CRP), says it fights for the 
Hema community.They are just two of several armed 
groups active in the area, which also include the 
Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), a group formed by 
former Ugandan rebels that has pledged allegiance to 
the Islamic State group (IS).Local and security 
sources on Thursday said ADF fighters killed at least 
36 people in two days of attacks in Ituri and North 
Kivu.Since 2021, the Ugandan army has, alongside 
the Congolese military, been deployed in the northern 
part of North Kivu and in Ituri to fight the ADF.

The Congolese army sometimes uses Codeco as an 
auxiliary force.Earlier on Saturday, the UN mission 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo warned of a 
"deadly" wave of attacks in the country's restive east 
targeting civilians.

Moscow and Kyiv traded 
accusations of  violations, 
but no major strikes were 
reported, despite continued 
drone activity and civilian 
casualties on both sides.

Putin says Ukraine war winding down, 
blasts West for backing Kyiv

official in Bannu told AFP on condition PESHAWAR.(Agency) Gunmen stormed the police checkpost 
Militants detonated a car bomb at a of anonymity."In addition, while after the car blast, opening fire, 

checkpoint in northwestern Pakistan retreating, the attackers took police according to officials who said they 
and opened fire on police, killing at personnel and weapons 
least 12 and wounding five, officials from the station with them," 
said on Sunday."Last night in the Fateh he added.Bannu has been 
Khel area of Bannu, a suicide bomber gripped in recent years by 
rammed an explosives-laden vehicle militant activity that has 
into a police checkpoint, after which grown across Pakistan's 
multiple militants entered the post," border regions.The Taliban 
Bannu police official Muhammad government in Kabul denies 
Sajjad Khan told AFP.He said that 12 Pakistan's accusations that 
officers were confirmed dead with one Afghan territory is a safe 
more missing, the latest attack in the harbour for militants, but 
b o r d e r  p r o v i n c e  o f  K h y b e r  the frosty relationship has also used small drones in the attack.
Pakhtunkhwa during a wave of spiralled into deadly armed conflict, "During the assault, the militants used 
militancy that has strained ties including Pakistani airstrikes on cities quadcopters along with heavy 
between Islamabad and Kabul. in Afghanistan in recent months.weaponry," a senior administrative 

narrative of his 25-year rule and repeatedly After two failed attempts at truces this week The Kremlin said that as of now there were 
invoked it to justify his Ukraine by both Russia and Ukraine, US President no plans to prolong the truce.The warring 
offensive.Russian authorities typically Donald Trump on Friday announced that a sides also agreed to swap 1,000 prisoners 
mark the Victory Day parade with pomp three-day ceasefire between both sides each during the truce. But Putin said 
and grandeur. But a spate of Ukrainian Saturday that Russia had not yet received 
long-range attacks in recent weeks any proposals from Ukraine on the 
prompted the Kremlin to ramp up security exchange.Scaled-down parade
measures and downsize this year's The parade was vastly smaller compared to 
celebrations.When asked after the parade previous years, with no military hardware 
whether the Western military aid to on display for the first time in nearly two 
Ukraine had gone too far, Putin said: "They decades and only a handful of foreign 
started ratcheting up the confrontation with dignitaries in attendance -- most of them 
Russia, which continues to this day.CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (Agency)  leaders of Russia's close allies.

"I think it (the conflict) is heading to an end Russian President Vladimir Putin on In an address to the parade, attended by 
but it's still a serious matter."Saturday said the war in Ukraine was Russian military units as well as soldiers 

winding down, slamming Western support "They spent months waiting for Russia to from North Korea, Putin invoked the 
for Kyiv, as the first day of a US-brokered suffer a crushing defeat, for its statehood to Soviet victory to rally support for his army would come into effect from Saturday.
ceasefire was marked by mutual collapse. It didn't work out. in Ukraine."The great feat of the generation Moscow and Kyiv traded accusations of 
accusations of violations.Putin spoke after of victors inspires the soldiers carrying out "And then they got stuck in that groove and violations, but no major strikes were 
telling soldiers at the scaled-down parade the goals of the special military operation now they can't get out of it," Putin said, reported, despite continued drone activity 
in Moscow that they were fighting an today," Putin said."They are confronting an referring to the Western countries. and civilian casualties on both sides.
"aggressive force" in Ukraine, backed by aggressive force armed and supported by Putin added he was ready to meet Ukrainian "Hopefully, it is the beginning of the end of a 
all of NATO and describing his war goals as the entire NATO bloc. And despite this, our President Volodymyr Zelensky in a third very long, deadly, and hard fought War," 
"just".The Russian leader has made the heroes move forward," he said."I firmly country only once all conditions for a Trump posted on his Truth Social network, 
memory of the Soviet victory over Nazi believe that our cause is just," he added potent ia l  peace  agreement  were  add ing  t he  cea se f i r e  wou ld  be  
Germany in World War II a central later.settled.Ceasefire violations accompanied by a prisoner exchange.

of diplomacy," he said in a call with his still "under review".Oil slickTop US Pakistani-led efforts to broker a permanent TEHRAN.(Agency)
Turkish counterpart, according to Iran's diplomat Marco Rubio met Saturday with peace.Iran has attacked sites in Qatar Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards 
ISNA news agency.On Friday, a US fighter the leader of Qatar, a key intermediary for during the war, pointing to the wealthy threatened Saturday to target US sites in the 
jet fired on and disabled two Iranian- emirate's role as host of a major US air Middle East if its tankers come under fire, 
flagged tankers that Washington accused base.Meanwhile, satellite images have Iranian media reported, as Washington was 
of challenging its blockade of Iran's ports. shown an apparent oil slick spreading off left waiting for Tehran's response to its 
An Iranian military official told local the coast of Iran's Kharg Island, a key oil latest negotiating position."Any attack on 
media the navy had responded with export terminal for the Islamic republic.It Iranian tankers and commercial vessels 
strikes.That incident followed another was not immediately clear what caused will result in a heavy attack on one of the 
flare-up the night before in the Strait of the apparent spill, which was off the American centres in the region and enemy 
Hormuz, the vital international sea lane island's west coast and appeared to cover ships," the Guards said, a day after US 
that Iran is seeking to control in order to more than 20 square miles (52 square strikes on two Iranian tankers in the Gulf of 
extract tolls and wield economic leverage kilometres), according to global monitor Oman.US President Donald Trump had 
over the United States and its allies.The Orb i ta l  EOS.A UK-based  non-said on Friday he was expecting Iran's 
US says it is unacceptable for Tehran to governmental organisation, the Conflict answer to Washington's latest proposal for a 
control the key oil route.Washington has and Environment Observatory, told AFP peace deal "supposedly tonight".But if 
sent Iran, via Pakistani mediators, a that by Saturday the slick was "much Tehran sent Pakistani mediators a response, 
proposal to extend the truce in the Gulf to reduced", and may have been caused by there was no public sign of it, and Iran's 

Washington in dialogue with Iran, allow for talks on a final settlement of the leaking oil infrastructure.Kharg Island is at Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi 
discussing "continued close coordination conflict, launched 10 weeks ago with US- the heart of Iran's oil export industry, a reportedly questioned the rliability of US 
to deter threats and promote stability and Israeli strikes on Iran.A reporter for French lynchpin of its battered economy, and lies in leadership."The recent escalation of 
security across the Middle East," the State broadcaster LCI, Margot Haddad, said the Gulf far north of the narrow Strait of tensions by American forces in the Persian 
Depar tmen t  sa id .Qa ta r ' s  She ikh  Saturday that Trump had told her in a brief Hormuz.Following the start of the war on Gulf and their numerous actions in 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani interview he still expected to find out Iran's February 28, Iran largely closed the strait, violating the ceasefire have added to 
met the previous day with US Vice answer "very soon".Iran's foreign ministry throwing global markets into turmoil and suspicions about the motivation and 
President JD Vance to discuss the spokesman said Friday the proposal was driving up oil prices.seriousness of the American side in the path 

Iran's Guards threaten US Mideast sites 
as Trump awaits Tehran response

Mississippi.(Agency) 
 As storm chaser Ashton Lemley picked his way 

through a tornado-ravaged Mississippi trailer park, 
he heard the unmistakable meow of a kitten pierce the 
predawn darkness.The homes were flattened just 
hours earlier as storms spawned at least three 
tornadoes across the bottom half of Mississippi, 
injuring a dozen at the trailer park in the rural 
community of Bogue Chitto.

Lemley had no idea where the kitten was, but he was 
determined to find it. After a few minutes, the 
meowing stopped, and Lemley feared the worst.

Then, five minutes later, he heard it again.
“I said, ‘Oh, he's still alive!'” Lemley told The 

Associated Press on Thursday.Lemley quickly dug 
under insulation from a flattened wall until his 
flashlight beam found the kitten — wet, scared and 
hiding between two wooden posts.Lemley captured 
the moment on video: “Oh my goodness, I found 
him!" he says to the camera. "Are you OK? Come 
here – it's OK. … We'll get you cleaned up, baby. 
Don't you worry.Lemley held the kitten in his arms 
for a few minutes before handing it off to the 
commander of the United Cajun Navy, a volunteer 
disaster-response group, who dried it off and took it 
to safety. Lemley marveled that it didn't appear to be 
injured.“I've been in these situations so many times,” 
said Lemley, who has been chasing storms since 
2010. “I don't try to get overly emotional. But it is 
very heartbreaking to see any type of animal or 
human go through something like that.”

Israel Built And Defended A 
Secret Base In Iraq For Iran 
War: Report

World.(Agency)
Israel set up a clandestine military outpost in the Iraqi 

desert to support its air campaign against Iran and 
launched airstrikes against Iraqi troops who nearly 
discovered it, the Wall Street Journal reported on 
Saturday, citing people familiar with the matter 
including U.S. officials.

Israel built the installation, which housed special forces 
and served as a logistical hub for the Israeli air force, 
with the knowledge of the U.S. just before the start of 
the U.S.-Israeli war against Iran, the newspaper said. 
It also included search-and-rescue teams positioned 
to assist any downed Israeli pilots, the Journal said.

Reuters could not independently verify the report. 
There was no immediate response from the Israeli 
prime minister's office to a Reuters request for 
comment. The base was almost discovered in early 
March after Iraqi state media said a local shepherd 

reported unusual military activity, including 
helicopter movements in the area.Iraqi troops were 
dispatched to investigate, but Israeli forces used 
airstrikes to keep them at a distance and prevent the 
site from being discovered, the paper said, citing one 
of the sources.The Journal cited a complaint filed 
with the United Nations later in March in which Iraq 
said the attack involved foreign forces and airstrikes 
and attributed it to the U.S. The WSJ cited a person 
familiar with the matter as saying the United States 
was not involved in the attack.
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