
*By: Pawan Makan (Group Editor) | Mahanagar Metro*
*Ahmedabad/New Delhi:* 

Today, one name echoes loudest in Indian politics: the ED
(Enforcement Directorate). From
morning tea discussions to evening
debates, a single question dominates
the discourse—is the ED genuinely
fighting a war against corruption, or
has it become a mere tool to sideline
political opponents? Today,

Mahanagar Metro candidly unravels every layer of this complex
issue.
*1. The Power of Law: Is the ED Truly a Government 'Puppet'?*
Constitutionally and legally, the ED cannot independently raid a
premises out of nowhere. It draws its immense power from the
PMLA (Prevention of Money Laundering Act). The rule dictates
that the ED can only intervene after another agency (like the Police
or CBI) registers an FIR. However, the core question arises here:
are the grounds for an FIR, and the subsequent ED entry, reserved
only for selectively chosen faces?
*2. Section 45: When the Process Itself Becomes the Punishment!*
Legal experts point out that Section 45 of the PMLA makes this
law practically 'invincible.' It makes obtaining bail nearly impossi-
ble for the accused. This is why individuals often languish in jail
for months or even years before any guilt is proven. The opposition
alleges that the government is weaponizing this very 'process' as a
form of punishment to silence dissenting voices.
*3. The 'Washing Machine' Syndrome and the Question of
Convictions*
The biggest controversy erupts when the statistics are brought to
light. The opposition claims that over 90% of the ED's actions are
directed at opposition leaders. There is widespread talk of the polit-
ical 'washing machine'—a phenomenon where tainted leaders step
into the ruling party's fold, emerge 'squeaky clean,' and suddenly
find their investigation files pushed into cold storage. The govern-
ment, however, maintains a clear counter-argument: "Investigative
agencies are independent, and those who have engaged in corrup-
tion must be afraid."
*4. Supreme Court's Caution and the Question of Impartiality*
Recently, the Supreme Court of India sternly remarked that inves-
tigative agencies must rise above feelings of 'vendetta' and operate
with absolute impartiality. While the fear of the law is essential in
a democracy, weaponizing the law to create an atmosphere of 'ter-
ror' is not the sign of a healthy democratic system.
*Mahanagar Metro's Perspective:*
A corruption-free India is the dream of every citizen, and stringent
laws are absolutely necessary to achieve it. However, when the
sword of justice appears to swing in only one direction, questions
about the fairness of the system naturally arise. The ED's authority
and credibility will only remain intact if its actions rise above par-
tisan politics and are grounded solely in the 'truth.'
Your Opinion: Is the ED's crackdown purely against corruption, or
is it heavily influenced by politics? Share your feedback with us.

The ED Crackdown: A Strike on Corruption or a
Political Weapon? The Public Caught Between the

'Washing Machine' and Legal Clutches*
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