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‘Hoodia Gang’ Accused of Running Multi-Crore Extortion
Racket Targeting Jain Monks and Diamond Industry

Hoodia Gang’s Dark Empire Exposed

Pawan Makan (Group Editor)
Mumbai: A chilling and explosive
story is emerging from Mumbai,
where an alleged organized crime
syndicate has infiltrated two of the
most trust-driven ecosystems—reli-
gion and high-value trade. Accord-
ing to highly placed sources, a trio
identified as Hardik Hoodia, Jagat
Parekh, and Vikram Bafna is at the
center of a sprawling extortion net-
work that has reportedly shaken the
Jain community and the diamond
business sector.What makes this case
particularly alarming is the calcu-
lated manner in which the gang al-
legedly exploited faith, influence,
and long-standing relationships. By
gaining access to respected Jain
monks and well-established dia-
mond merchants, the group is be-
lieved to have built credibility before
executing large-scale financial ma-
nipulation and coercion.The modus
operandi, as described by sources,
reflects a disturbing blend of psy-
chological pressure, strategic net-
working, and targeted intimidation.
Victims were allegedly drawn into a
web of trust, only to later face de-
mands for massive sums of money
under various pretexts. In several in-
stances, the amounts reportedly ran

into crores, pointing towards a
deeply entrenched and systemati-
cally executed operation.Insiders
suggest that this was not a one-off
scam but a sustained enterprise func-
tioning across key commercial pock-
ets of Mumbai. The gang is believed
to have identified high-value targets,
particularly those less likely to ap-
proach authorities due to reputa-
tional concerns, making the scheme
even more insidious.However, the
tide now appears to be turning.Mul-
tiple sources indicate that investiga-
tive agencies, along with
independent watchdogs and alert
members of the community, have

begun piecing together crucial evi-
dence. Financial trails, property
links, and alleged benami assets con-
nected to the accused are reportedly
under scrutiny. A detailed dossier is
said to be in preparation, which
could soon bring the full extent of
the operation into the public do-
main.There are also indications that
testimonies from affected individu-
als are being quietly recorded, poten-
tially strengthening the case against
the accused. If confirmed, these de-
velopments could mark the begin-
ning of one of the most significant
crackdowns on a faith-linked finan-
cial exploitation network in recent

times.The impact of such an opera-
tion extends far beyond financial
loss. It strikes at the very foundation
of trust that sustains both religious
institutions and traditional business
communities. The alleged targeting
of Jain monks—figures held in the
highest moral regard—adds a deeply
sensitive dimension to the unfolding
case.Legal experts believe that if the
allegations are substantiated, the ac-
cused could face serious charges
under multiple sections related to
fraud, criminal conspiracy, and ex-
tortion. Given the scale and nature of
the case, it may also trigger wider in-
vestigations into similar networks
operating under the radar.While of-
ficial confirmation from authorities
is still awaited, the mounting evi-
dence and coordinated scrutiny sug-
gest that a major exposé is imminent.
The coming days are likely to be
crucial, as more details surface and
the alleged empire built on deception
faces the risk of collapse.For now,
Mumbai watches closely as one of
the city’s most shocking alleged
crime stories edges toward a deci-
sive turning point—where truth, ac-
countability, and justice may finally
prevail.



Sß‡æü ¹ÕÚU 2
Monday, April 27, 2026

CMYK

MAHANAGAR METRONEW DEHLI



Sß‡æü ¹ÕÚU 3
Monday, April 27, 2026

CMYK

MAHANAGAR METROSTATE NEWS

Dhani Media Group Editor Pawan Makan on Democracy’s
Grand Festival: “Escaping Responsibility Is Not an Option,

Unity Is the Nation’s Future”
Mahanagar Metro Beuro

Ahmedabad: On the occasion of

the country’s largest democratic ex-

ercise—voting—Pawan Makan,

Group Editor of Dhani Media

Group, exercised his franchise and

shared a powerful message reflect-

ing on civic duty and the direction

of Indian politics. Speaking to the

media after casting his vote, Makan

emphasized that the true strength of

democracy lies not just in ballots,

but in the intent and integrity of

those elected to serve. He called

upon all political parties to rise

above ideological differences and

work collectively for the greater

good of the nation.

Call for Unity and National Service

In clear and firm words, Makan

stated, “The need of the

hour is for all political

parties to set aside their

differences and unite

with a commitment to

national service. Democ-

racy gives us rights, but it also en-

trusts us with immense

responsibility.” Highlighting ac-

countability, he asserted that no in-

dividual or institution can evade

their social and constitutional du-

ties. According to him, every citi-

zen and every leader must

acknowledge their indispensable

role in shaping the nation’s future.

“If we want to define a new and

positive direction for India, it must

begin with accepting responsi-

bility,” he added.

Makan further underlined that

politics should not merely be a

pursuit of power but a means to

bring meaningful change in the

lives of those at the grassroots. He

expressed hope that the election re-

sults would usher in a new era of

unity and development. Pawan

Makan’s message has sparked a

fresh debate in political circles—

can political parties truly rise above

personal and partisan interests to

stand united in the service of the na-

tion?
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cannot remain afterthoughts.OUR roads continue to expose a brutal contradiction: 
While there is no shortage of rules, the country grand infrastructure promises coexist with everyday 

suffers from a shortage of enforcement. lawlessness and neglect. On the same day that 
Compensation after death is no substitute for headlines reported a woman professor’s car plunging 
prevention before disaster. Ministers often into an unmarked pit in Gurugram and a bus tumbling 
inaugurate roads with ribbon-cutting into a gorge in Udhampur, the Supreme Court’s 
ceremonies, but governance begins after the warning a couple of days earlier that highways must 
cameras leave. Until safety becomes non-not become “corridors of peril” sounded painfully apt. 
negotiable, mobility will remain a The Gurugram incident was not an unforeseeable 
gamble.mishap. Residents alleged there These episodes share the common denominator of 
were no barricades, no warning signs and no preventable negligence. Roads do not kill; 
visible safeguards around the excavation site indifference does. Fatal crashes are often presented as 
in one of the country’s most affluent urban random accidents, allowing authorities to escape 
enclaves. If basic precautions are absent in accountability. Yet unsafe worksites, unchecked 
such areas, one can imagine conditions overloading, unfit vehicles, bad engineering, missing 
elsewhere. The Udhampur tragedy, signage and delayed rescue are all human failures. The 

barricading and illumination. Every commercial reportedly triggered by a tyre burst, SC has rightly elevated road safety to a constitutional 
vehicle must undergo rigorous fitness checks. underlines another chronic malaise: poor vehicle issue under Article 21, the right to life. That principle 
Accident-prone stretches need audits, signage, fitness, weak enforcement and fragile emergency must move beyond courtrooms into administrative 
guardrails and patrols. Ambulances and trauma care response systems on difficult terrain.culture. Every excavation should require mandatory 

Ludwig Wittgenstein: 
Whereof  he couldn’t speak, 

thereof  he was silent

Towards an Indian satyagraha for global peace

Deadly neglect: Flagging gaps, SC calls road safety a right

In this day of divisive discourses and competing 
realities, the ideas of Ludwig Wittgenstein—the 
enigmatic iconoclast whose 75th death 
anniversary will be observed next week—have 
never seemed more pertinent. Despite his 
obscurity, the philosopher’s unconventional views 
on language, meaning and truth have had an 
enormous impact on later European philosophy. 
Wittgenstein’s writings are among the densest and 
most challenging in modern philosophy to 
interpret. And his ideas—which engaged with 
topics as diverse as logic, ethics, religion, 
aesthetics, culture, philosophy of science and 
political thought—have been frequently 
misinterpreted, even by those who professed to be 
his disciples.

I first came across Wittgenstein’s Tractatus Logico-
Philosophicus (1921) while scouring through the 
shelves of the Ambedkar Central Library in 
Jawaharlal Nehru University on one of my 
expeditions during law school internship breaks. I 
struggled to make sense of it. But what struck me 
was the sheer audacity of the book’s attempt to 
draw the limits of what can be meaningfully 
said—an ambition Wittgenstein later repudiated 
as fundamentally misguided.Much like his 
writing, the man himself was a puzzle, having 
published only Tractatus, an article on logical 
form, a book review and a children’s dictionary 
during his lifetime. Curiously, following the 
completion of Tractatus, he became firmly 
convinced that he had nothing further to contribute 
to philosophy as he had ostensibly solved all its 
problems and chose to distance himself from the 
field for roughly a decade.During this time, he 
worked variously as a primary school teacher, a 
gardener’s helper and practised as a novice 
architect. Born into a life of wealth and high 
cultural status, his childhood amid the opulence of 
fin-de-siècle Vienna casts an unlikely backdrop to 
the starkly ascetic philosophy he would pioneer as 
an adult. Ludwig’s father, Karl Wittgenstein, had 
amassed a great fortune through his involvement 
in the steel industry and regularly hosted 
prominent intellectuals, musicians and writers of 
the era such as Gustav Klimt and Johannes 
Brahms. However, Karl was a strict patriarch with 
little tolerance for his children’s infractions or 
ambitions.Having developed a passionate interest 
in mathematical logic while an engineering 
student at the University of Manchester, 
Wittgenstein repeatedly sought out philosopher 
Bertrand Russell at Cambridge to discuss the 
latter’s works. Russell, despite initially finding the 
passionate young man odd, quickly began to 
appreciate his brilliance.While Russell believed 
ordinary language was logically deficient and 
needed to be replaced by a formal logical 
language, Wittgenstein held that ordinary 
language was logically in order. He believed that 
language disguised thought so that the outward 
form of the clothing didn’t reveal the form of the 
body beneath. During this early phase, 
Wittgenstein focused on the correlation between 
propositions (statements that people can consider 
or discuss whether true) and the world, claiming 
that by explaining the reasoning behind this 
correlation, he had resolved all philosophical 
issues on all essential points.Tractatus sets up an 
ambitious attempt to uncover reality through 
thorough linguistic analysis and suggests that 
propositions are combinations of words that 
mirror the structure of the world.Wittgenstein’s 
underlying claim was radical: propositions are 
logical pictures of facts. An elementary 
proposition is a concatenation of names that stands 
in a projective relation to a state of affairs. In other 
words, it’s not just that words are ‘combined’ but 
that the logical form of the proposition is identical 
to the logical form of the fact it depicts. 

ZIn this OTT format, no issue can drag on for too long, as viewers get restless. So no one follows up on topics they once obsessed over

lecture at Harvard, where he walked into the class, Delhi.There was a deep sense and understanding of The 1960s were a tremendous period when the idea of 
banged his head and said, “Gentlemen, I have disturbed childhood among the three. Peace could not be a peace showed intellectual acuteness, with a sense of 
the most distant star.” This sense of interconnectedness protestant exercise or an act of catechism. It had to be poetry and a deep understanding of folklore. One thinks 
of action and communication is what fascinated Ramu. playful and open, and go beyond the logic of game theory. of a whole range of intellectuals—from Bertrand Russell 

For Ramu, satyagraha was a continuous experiment in Each came with interesting suggestions in this and Noam Chomsky to Benjamin Spock, Joan Baez and 
philosophy. His examples of peace flowed from context.Seshadri suggested that ashrams become Bob Dylan.There was a sense f poetry, power and 
philosophical thinking. He was concerned about the fate experimental centres and Gandhian think tanks. An community to peace movements, which has dried up 
of the body and the fate of Earth. He felt India as a ashram of the mind to capture the logic of peace. Ramu today. Peace is seen as an empty idea today. A broken 
civilisation had to respond to the question of the had a slightly different idea. He wanted every university contract or even an act of hypocrisy. Sadly, the Trumpian 
Anthropocene more mythically and practically. Thus, to experiment with peace. To experiment with pedagogy victory has also been at the level of ideals and ideas. 
for Ramu, peace became an act of healing. And a that he saw as an integral part of politics. Ramu and There is no Chomsky replying to it.India, too, is in a 
peaceful Earth reflects the process of healing. For Ramu, Seshadri argued that peace is not a rigid doctrine. It needs similar position. In the Sixties, the commitment to non-

diversity, alternatives and alignment had a civilisational sense, 
imagination of the future.Ravi raising repeated invocations of Buddha 
Subrahmanyan, a director of the and Gandhi.

Today, India seems to have run dry of Raman Institute, once gave an 
peaceniks and peace movements. example. His institute had started 
Whenever you offer an article on peace to a programme for children aged 
various journals, they appear hesitant. between eight and 14. One of his 
One of them said, “Why don’t you think of friends had a boy who never got 
something less boring and more up before noon. After attending 
demanding?”Today, there is a desperate the programme, this child was 
need to keep ideas of peace intact. To suddenly ready for school at 
explore them, this essay looks at three early hours and went around 
peaceniks in India and examines their telling people, “I am studying 
ideas. The three individuals are all blackholes.” That sense of joy 
teachers and mentors of mine, all deeply and insight was what Ramu 
involved in constructing democracy as an connected with peace.

Ela went in a different direction. imagination. The first is Ela Bhatt, 
She felt childhood had to have a founder of the Self Employed Women’s 
sense of craftsmanship, and Association. The second is Ramu Gandhi, 
peace was the ultimate craft the philosophe. Third is C V Seshadri, the 
before creation. One has to distinguished scientist.

Ela Bhatt worked on cooperatives. She was u n d e r s t a n d  p e a c e  a s  
a Gandhian and a feminist. I remember her craftsmanship. One realises the 
saying once that the real feminist reply to years of discovery and learning 
Gandhi’s idea of ethics and aesthetics is that goes into it.  She added that 

one had to go beyond ecology and human rights to think the Indian sari—it has the beauty and craftsmanship to one needed a sense of sewa, of sacrifice and gift, to 
of holism, which to him was an example of peaceful answer generational questions. Ela spent several years eventually embrace peace.All three realised that the 
thinking.The third is my oft-cited example of C V working with international groups, discussing peace current American system had changed from an open form 
Seshadri. He did not believe in an official constitution with the likes of Jimmy Carter, Mary Robinson, Hilary of democracy to something more totalitarian and rigid. 
for peace. The Japanese Constitution, he felt, was Clinton and Desmond Tutu.She also told me that women The transition and solidification from Richard Nixon to 
imposed on them by General Douglas MacArthur, who have to think of peace in a different way. The annals of Ronald Reagan, and from Henry Kissinger to Trump have 
was governing Japan after the Second World War. He war do not capture the aeons and intensity of women created a new anthropology of evil. The Other—as the 
claimed one needed a tacit constitution—a collection of waiting in pain for their husbands and children. They Palestinian, the Mexican or the Primitive—was subject to 
informal terms which covered folklore, ecology, myth. A wait for wars to be over. Waiting, said Ela, defined the erasure.Genocide has become an everyday solution. All 
series of words that connected the unconscious to the phenomenology of peace. While tackling peace, one has three confessed that they had little in way of an answer to 
current reality and articulated ideas.Seshadri felt that the to go beyond mere contract, tariffs and trade. One has to genocide or obsolescence.
peace movement should work on a tacit constitution. He Memory had to become an important part of morality in an go to the lived world and build a sense of everydayness 
felt that a constitution was an informal organic system age where information was discarded indifferently. Ramu around peace. Peace is a narrative that needs multiple 
where deeper understandings appeared indirectly. Myth pointed out that the satyagrahi is an ethical pneumonic, kinds of time.Ramu, the second teacher I wish to cite, 
and folklore can articulate law without linear logic. his body a choreography of protest.These dialogues can was a playful thinker deeply concerned with concepts 

One must mention that all three were in constant touch be very detaild, conducted through intermediaries. One and language. I remember that he was an authority on 
with each other mainly through the psychologist S hopes to capture the content of the overall vision of an Alfred North Whitehead, the mathematician-
Anandalakshmy, director of Lady Irwin College in Indian idea of peace in the future.philosopher. He used to quote Whitehead’s inaugural 

the OTT format, no issue can go on for too long—the Balakot airstrikes that followed later that month. We tributes. But there is still no final public report. We know Every few weeks, India invents an episode of national 
viewer gets restless.Consider the National Register of know intelligence warnings existed beforehand. We only that both engines shut down seconds after takeoff. emergency, followed almost immediately by national 
Citizens. Between 2019 and 2021, it seemed the entire know a suicide bomber was somehow able to assemble We still do not know why.amnesia. We do it in the face of war, fuel shortages and 

The Red Fort car blast in November 2025 followed the country would be reorganised around questions of explosives, move a vehicle bomb and strike a major economic uncertainty. We do it amid deprivation and 
same pattern. Investigators alleged citizenship, documentation and identity. death. This is the OTT model of politics: the spectacle 
that doctors, professors and medical Protests erupted. Delhi’s Shaheen Bagh value of events turns politics from an agent of change 
students linked to Al-Falah Medical became a national symbol of resistance. into entertainment.Each issue arrives as an apocalypse. 
College had become part of a terror Ministers spoke as though the NRC and For a few days, television anchors go frenzied, political 
module. Police said the bomb-laden the Citizenship Amendment Act would parties declare that the nation stands at a crossroads and 
car had reportedly been parked inside define the next phase of India. Today, social media behaves as though social order will 
the college campus for days before even many of those who once pushed the collapse if the issue is not settled immediately. Then 
being driven into Delhi. But the issue hard barely mention it.Or go back comes the break. We go about our chores and wait for the 
deeper questions remain unanswered: further to the riveting demonetisation next instalment.Take, for instance, the Uniform Civil 
how did a medical college become a episode of November 2016. We were told Code. For months, it was presented as the great 
hub for an alleged terror network? it would destroy black money, eliminate unfinished business of Indian democracy. Every election 
Where did the explosives come from? counterfeit currency and cripple terror season, it returned as a promise and a panacea for all our 
Which institutions of vigilance finance. Instead, 99.3 percent of the ills. Yet there is still no nationwide UCC law. India 
failed?demonetised currency found its way back continues to follow different personal laws for different 

into the banking system. The cash religious communities in matters suh as marriage, The problem is not merely that 
economy survived. The black economy divorce, inheritance and adoption.Uttarakhand governments create distractions—all 
survived. Yet there has never been a full implemented its own UCC in January 2025, becoming governments do. The problem is that 
political reckoning over whether the first state in modern India to do so (Goa inherited one nobody follows up—not people’s 
demonetisation achieved what it from Portuguese colonial times). Gujarat passed its own representatives, nor the media. A 
promised.Or the Uri instalment of version in March 2026. Chhattisgarh is now preparing a democracy without follow-up 
September 2016. Investigators pointed to draft.The matter remains largely at the discretion of becomes an OTT democracy: one 
infiltration from Pakistan-occupied states because Muslim organisations fear that the UCC is wi thout  t rue  accountab i l i ty.  
Kashmir and procedural lapses at an aimed mainly at eroding Muslim personal law. Tribal Governments learn that they do not 
army base, including poor fencing, groups and northeastern states fear it could weaken need to solve problems; they only 
failures in perimeter security and lack of customary practices and constitutional protections. need to manage headlines, distract 

Central Reserve Police Force convoy. Internal findings 
coordination between guard posts. But there was never a Even supporters disagree over what should be included: from distraction by distraction. Politics as theatre. 

later pointed to intelligence failures. But there has never 
full public report—which would mean action separating inheritance rules, divorce rules, cousin marriage, live-in Parliament as entertainment. Politicians as actors. Even 

been a comprehensive public accounting of what exactly 
the real from the reel—explaining exactly how the relationship registration and exemptions for tribal courtroom hearings are becoming sources of riveting 

went wrong, who failed and whether those failures were 
attackers entered, how they remained undetected, or who communities.The UCC did not disappear because it was entertainment. Soon, death sentences could be on 

fixed.
was held responsible for the security failure.The same resolved. It disappeared because it became politically camera, and we would most certainly watch them being 

The Ahmedabad air crash of June 2025 produced wall-to-
happened after Pulwama in February 2019 and the too complicated to sustain nationally. And because, in executed. Welcome to the nation of gawkers.

wall coverage, endless speculation and emotional 

The OTT nation of gawkers

Roads do not kill; indifference does
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Furniture

Simple ways to 

Give your bedroom 
a romantic touch

Considering that we spend a major part of our 
lives in our bedrooms, we should make it one of 
the most comfortable zones in our homes. It 
should be a room that spells romance and 
makes you feel good as soon as you step inside 
— a space that stimulates your senses. So, what 
do you need to make your boudoir a cosy love 
nest? Read on to find out some tips... 
Make it look great 
The way your bedroom is lit, can make or break 
the look you want to create. Interior designer 

Ketki Passi says, "The right kind of lighting can 
help create a romantic ambience." 
Candles can work wonders — they are what 
romance is all about. the mysterious light and 
shadow effect of a candle can give a very 
special aura to your bedroom. Bright, harsh 
bulbs are a big no-no. For the ideal romantic 
look dim, soft lights are key. Use heavy 
curtains to escape the glare of harsh street-

lights. Of course, table and floor lamps are 
indispensable. 
Make it comfortable 
A bed that looks comfortable is a basic essential 
here. Four-poster beds look romantic. Use light 
fabric drapes in pastel shades around the bed to 
get a soft look. When it comes to bedspreads and 
covers, avoid rough and uncomfortable fabrics 
— soft, smooth and comfortable ones like satin, 
silk and very good quality airy cotton are 
essential. Using sexy colours makes your room 

look ,  wel l ,  sexy.  
Choose bright bold 
co lours  l ike  red ,  
orange or rust. 
Place plush pillows on 
the bed of different 
sizes to make it look 
c o m f o r t a b l e  a n d  
inviting. Two large 
pillows, four medium 
rectangular pillows 
and around four to five 
s m a l l e r  s q u a r e  
cushions. A fluffy and 
soft comforter can add 
to the romantic look. 
Prioritise privacy 
Curtains spell romance 
— pretty, flimsy, sheer 
curtains that sway with 
the breeze, light ones 
in lovely pastel shades 
that leave you feeling 

calm and relaxed. Of course, you should also 
have those heavy drapes to guard your privacy. 
Indulge the senses Romance is about titillating 
the senses and the sense of smell is important. 
Spraying room freshener is passe.
Opt for fragrances
 of incense sticks, scented sachet, aromatic 
candles in lavender, vanilla, and camomile etc. 
Go and have fun doing up your bedroom! 

Bedroom decor should have a romantic 
essence to it, don't you think? 

How to choose the best

Look for furniture that is ample in size. To see if  

the seating space in a chair is roomy, park 

yourself  in it. 

Simple ways to 

The first rule of 

contemporary decorating 

is - lighten up! It's not 

necessary to change every 

room or throw out all the 

old furniture, but there are 

lots of ways to lighten up 

and freshen up your home 

for a wonderful seasonal 

change.

Here are some more easy ways to bring the best of the 
season into your home. Take out any dark accessories like 
velvet pillows, wool throws, and even that dark leather 
club chair and ottoman. Don't worry! You can bring them 
back in when the weather changes.
Nothing brings freshness like a casual decor. Use wicker, 
rush, iron, or painted white garden furniture in place of 
heavy upholstered pieces. Add colourful pillows. Sheer, 
pretty curtains keep a room feeling cool and open while 

Choose the 
perfect 
colour 

combo for 

Your house

Using the perfect combination for the colour 
story of the walls, floor and ceiling can 
complete a room. Here's how colour changes 
perception...
- For a wider look in your room, use a dark floor 
with pale walls and ceiling.
- When you have a dark floor and ceiling, it 
widens the room and also cuts short the height of 
the room.
- If you want to emphasise the horizontal lines, 
then have dark walls, but keep the floor and 
ceiling light.
- When your floor, ceiling and back wall are 
light, while the other three walls are relatively 
darker, the room will look narrower, deeper and 
higher.
- In order to decrease the depth of space in a 
room, you need to have a dark back wall with 
pale side walls and a pale floor.
- For a basement-like effect, keep the colour of 
the ceiling light. The floor and all four walls of 
your room could be dark.
- If you have a pale and light floor and a similar 
back wall, but dark side walls and ceiling, then 
you could end up creating a tunnel effect in a 
room.
Psst...
If you opt for an all-dark look, the space may 
lose its personality and shape. An all-light floor 
and walls may look spacious, but would give off 
an impersonal aura.

Try to lift the chair you like and see how it 
feels. A good quality chair, table, sofa, or 
chaise will have more raw materials 
including springs, frame, and cushion; 
such pieces are usually heavier than 
average quality models.

Observe the finish
The piece should have a rich and deep 
finish or paint that hasn't been applied to 
cover flaws. A translucent finish would 
ideally be even and the wood's grain 
would show through. An opaque finish 
will again have even consistency sans any 
bubbles or remnants of brush strokes. As 
for items made from wicker and rattan, 
they won't have any splinters or loose 
ends, while the weaves will be uniform.

Mind the cushions
The perfect cushion is neat, has well-
defined corners if angular or curves if 
rounded, comes with buttons and 
detailing that are rock solid, and 
inconspicuous seams. Other key 
elements of quality cushions are plump 
contours; a squashed cushion is a sign of 
inadequate stuffing. A cushion that leaks 
feathers has not been properly sewn and 
lined.

Turn the piece over
Lift the furniture or look beneath the 

surface to gauge its construction. Watch out 
for inaccuracies like badly sewn padding 
and loose screws, uneven support, and 
unprotected springs. You can't expect 
perfection since you will be looking at a raw 
sample at the department store but this trick 
will give you an idea about how carefully 
the item was made.

Examine the details
The hallmarks of good quality furniture are 

impeccable sanding and finishing, discreet 
welding, straight welting and details that 
hide hardware. The nuts, screws and bolts 
must be painted in a colour that matches the 
furniture.

Plan by location
It's not enough to find good quality 
furniture. Think about where you will place 
the piece and what it will be surrounded by. 
If your chair is going to sit in front of a 
window, its fabric might fade over time due 
to exposure to the sun. So, buy one that has 
a simple print and few colours. If the table is 
for the study where your boisterous kids 
also solve puzzles, look for one with a 
tough finish.

Freshen up Freshen up Freshen up 
Your home

offering some privacy. White is always a good choice, 
but don't shy away from some of the new citrusy 
pastels. Subtle colour and texture make a big difference 
to mind and body. Colour choices such as white, 
almond, soft shades of orchid, dusky blue and corn silk 
yellow can turn your bedroom into an oasis of calm.
Don't forget to bring the outdoors in. Toss out leggy, 
brown plants that you're trying to nurse. Bring in fresh, 
flowering new ones. Flowers bring freshness into any 
room. Choose your favourite glass vase or colourful 
ceramic jug and keep it full of fresh cut stems from 
your garden, the neighbours, or the flower market. Add 
fresh flowers and plants to your guest room or 
bedroom. Enjoy colourful, cheery, summery new 
flowered bed linens. Layer sheer, frothy fabrics on 
tables, , as a second layer on a bed skirts, and even 
make a sheer pillow cover for a dark pillow. Add a 
touch of whimsy with embroidered sheer fabric.
When you enter a home, the first scent you smell makes 
a significant impact on you. You may quickly 
formulate impressions or opinions about the home, 
even if you are not conscious of this occurring. Make 
sure you fill your own home with inviting and pleasant 
scents, both for your own enjoyment and the 
enjoyment of guests. Make a homemade liquid 
potpourri to simmer on your stove top. Revive your 
home and perk up your senses with homemade liquid 
potpourri. A few items from your cupboard or 
refrigerator are all you need to create an aroma that is 
pleasing. Use potpourri in the bathroom or bedroom to 
create a mood. Potpourri mixes can be purchased from 
stores, but you can experiment with different 
combinations of fruits and spices until you find the 
perfect fragrance for your home.
Don't ignore your kitchens. Invest in a kitchen 
chimney, which will keep the heat and smoke of 
cooking out of the home. Kitchens with steel partitions 
instead of wooden ones ensure proper ventilation and 
retard heat and dampness. While you may not be able to 
decorate every room in the house, there are numerous 
ways to add flair to your living space. Lighten up your 
colours, accessories, and decorate your home with less. 
Pare down, and let the air circulate. Now sit back and 
sip a cool pinacolada.

Furniture
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 during monsoon
ShoesShoes

Tips to take care of your 

Maintaining your shoes during monsoon can be a 
task. Brushing, drying and polishing them regularly 
can help in preventing them from getting spoiled 
during the rainy weather, says an expert.
Narendra Kumar, Creative Director, Amazon 

Scotchguard spray
It eliminates and resists stains, protects your shoes 
from water and dirt so that your new shoes will stay 
looking newer.

Fashion, offers the following tips to protect shoes from 
getting ruined:

Make it a routine to remove the mud from the shoe as 
the damp mud tends to stick to the shoe which further 
spoils it due to the moisture present in the damp mud.

Once you are done removing the damp mud, dry your 
shoes thoroughly before placing them back in the shoe 
cabinet/box as the moisture will attract fungus which 
will again ruin it and will give off a terrible smell. So 
give your shoes enough time to breathe back to life.

It is always good to invest in a good shoe wax or polish 
for expensive leather shoes to avoid any damage 
during monsoon. It not only makes the shoe shine but 
also protects it from moisture.

For your formal shoes, maintain the crisp look and 
shape with the help of shoe trees. Invest in good 
quality shoe trees to keep the shape of your formal 
footwear intact. A good quality shoe tree is made from 
solid wood, usually cedar, which helps control odour 
and also absorb moisture. You can also use newspaper 
if you don't have shoe trees. Paper also absorbs the 
moisture and maintains the shape of the shoes.

You can place a dehumidifier in your shoe cabinet. It 
absorbs the humidity in the air keeping the place dry 
and not exposing your leather to fungus. In addition, 
keep your shoes in a cloth cover before placing them in 
shoe boxes.

Brush them right

Dry them well

Waxing and polishing

Maintain their shape

Dehumidifiers

Easy tips to 
keep rugs, 

carpets clean

Carpets and rugs instantly elevate the decor of a house. 
Clean off the stains, keep moisture away from them and 
store them well to keep your rugs clean and long-lasting, 
says an expert.
Mithilesh Kumar, technical expert and President of 
Obeetee, handmade rug making company, shares how:

� Vacuuming : Regular vacuuming helps keep 

the carpet clean. Loop carpets are more delicate and 
should be vacuumed without brush. Do not pull if 
some loose threads come over the surface, cut with 
scissor.

� Cleaning stains : In case of drop or spillage, 

absorb immediately with a blotting paper. Press the 
spot from the sides for maximum removal and 
m i n i m u m  
absorption in 
p i l e .  C l e a n  
r e m a i n i n g  
spots, if any, 
using solvent 
or spirit. On 
tough spots, try 
white vinegar 
w i t h  w a t e r  
equally.

� Washing : Do not try washing at home. Contact 

the professional for the same.

� Avoid dust, dirt and moisture : Wet 

carpet leads to mould and mildew growth. Wet wool 
starts rotting and produces bad odour. If any moisture 
is suspected, dry the carpet in the sun or ensure proper 
aeration.

� Storage : Store in dry and well ventilated area. 

Do not fold your rug; keep it rolled with a few 
pouches of silica gel to absorb any residual moisture.

Upside down and colour-changing 
umbrellas in vogue this monsoon

when you close it, the wet side goes inside. And you 
don't need a stand or a bucket to store it as it stands on its 

own

Why buy a boring Mhhata when you can get one that 
changes colour every time it comes in contact with 
rain water newsprint collection Umbrellas with 
newspaper prints are back in demand. This season, 
buy one which showcases the latest current affairs

While most umbrellas have soft covers, this compact 
five-fold piece comes in a one-of-its- kind fancy 
glass box plus-size brellas Looking for super-brella 
that offers complete protection from gusty rains? 
This jumbo umbrella, which has the world map 
printed on it, can be shared by more than one person

Going to school on a lazy rainy day will be more fun 
with these colourful options. Umbrellas in different 
shapes and with add-on accessories like whistles are 
a big draw

Magic umbrellas

Umbrella in a case

Designs for Kids

Most of us buy our rain gear without putting much 
thought into it. But this year, city's buzzing street 
shops have come out with interesting umbrellas in 
affordable prices to suit every kind of personality. 
From fully automatic designs that open and shut at 
the push of a button to those that change colours in 
the rain, there's a variety of umbrellas on display in 
Nagpur.

You can sport this year's biggest fashion trends — 
camo designs and animal prints — on your rain gear 
too. Take your pick from zebra, leopard or tiger prints

If you love monsoons, this heart-shaped frill 
umbrella is the perfect way to profess your feelings 
for rains

This design stops water from dripping on you, as it 
opens in reverse. It's travel-friendly too, because 

Jungle fever

Romancing the rains

Upside down brollies

Heard about balloon modelling?
Unlike previously , you can just log on to choose your 
balloons -numbers, colours, etc., -and have them 
delivered to your house for free.

, who left his cushy job in an IT 
company to establish a balloons start-up says, "Balloons 
symbolize happiness, and adults have finally realized 
they are not just a kid thing. We received an order for 
balloons for a woman's 100th birthday celebration. The 
grandchildren wanted the birthday girl's picture on the 
balloons. We have had other interesting situations when 
a boy , on the brink of a 
b r e a k u p  f r o m  h i s  
girlfriend, managed to 
win her back with our 
offerings. It is a good way 
to add colour to parties 
because balloons are 
affordable. Many people 
u se  t hem on  t he i r  
spouse's birthdays to 
surprise them as balloons 
are the last thing grown-
ups expect."
Grown-ups, however, 
prefer creative balloon 
a r r a n g e m e n t s  l i k e  
b a l l o o n  c e i l i n g s ,  

ashokkumarmundetiya

curtains, garlands and avalanches, among other things. 
"People are now logging on to Pinterest and similar 
websites to get ideas to make their balloon decorations 
inter esting," says .
And balloons are even adapting to changing needs.
From the humble air balloon, we now have LED balloons, 
foil balloons, alpha bet balloons, printed balloons and 
balloon bouquets, among many other concepts.
Abhishek Shetty of another balloon 

ashokkumarmundetiya

company says, "Two years ago, the adult-to-
children's parties balloon ratio was 40:60; now it is 
80:20. It can be attributed to new innovations in the 
balloon industry . We now have over 3,000 different 
varieties of balloons. Two weeks ago, a 90-year-old 
man celebrated his birthday and chose all the balloons 
himself. We have recently introduced a person inside-
giant-balloon thing, in which a whole person fits 

inside a balloon, with his 
neck out. This should be 
one of the big upcoming 
t r e n d s  a f t e r  L E D  
balloons, bouquets and 
balloon modelling."
The balloons are any 
thing but cheap. Getting 
25 40 helium balloons 
will set you back by 
`1,500. If you want 

balloons modelled into your spouse's favourite 
cartoon character, it will cost around `2,800 for 100 
balloons. "We use only high quality bal loons that stay 
intact for a week.
Also, helium is a natural gas, and is therefore costly. It 
is much safer than hydrogen, which can explode," 
says ashokkumarmundetiya.
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