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New Delhi/Mumbai: Gujarat’s
politics currently stands at a cross-
roads where past election results
have become history, and the up-
coming elections are carving out
new equations for the future. Polit-
ical parties that operate under the
assumption that "the people of Gu-
jarat are naive" need to be cautious.
This is the 21st-century Gujarat—
social media-savvy and highly
aware. While the ruling party has
adopted a 'No-Repeat Theory,' dis-
carding veteran leaders to field
fresh faces, a critical question re-
mains: Can merely changing faces
wash away the deep-seated patterns
of governance and the stains of cor-
ruption?
Key Points: Public Queries and
Party Struggles
New Faces vs. Chronic Issues:

The BJP has overhauled its strat-
egy to counter anti-incumbency. By
sidelining heavyweights and giving
opportunities to new blood, they
aim to refresh their image. How-
ever, will the voters accept this sys-
tem, which many view as "old wine
in a new bottle"? Today's voter is
no longer swayed by 'names' but
demands 'work' and 'transparency.'
* **Corruption: Will the Ballot

Box Provide the Answer?**
From the recurring 'paper leak'

scandals to the corruption permeat-
ing local administration, the com-
mon man is being squeezed from
all sides. According to our ground-
zero reporting, there is a simmering
resentment among the public. The
real test is whether this silent anger
will manifest as a strike against the
EVMs on polling day.
The Opposition’s Existence: A
Viable Alternative or a Split
Vote?

For the Congress, this is a battle
for survival. Meanwhile, the entry
of a third party has turned the con-
test into a triangular fight. If the op-
position votes are split, it could
directly benefit the ruling party.
However, if the public has truly re-
solved for 'Parivartan' (change),
even the most calculated political
mathematics could fail.
Editorial Perspective: Social
Media – The New Battlefield
In this era, misleading the public is
no longer easy. Even a youth sitting
in the remotest village is asking

tough       questions via digital plat-
forms. Facts and ground realities
are now clashing with the propa-
ganda of 'WhatsApp University.' In
this election, issues like 'the reality
of development' and 'inflation' are
likely to outweigh traditional caste-
based politics.
Conclusion: The People are
Supreme
The wise people of Gujarat are cur-
rently silent, and this silence might
just be the proverbial calm before
the storm. Whether it is leaders
blinded by the intoxication of
power or opposition figures failing
to connect with the masses—this
election will serve as a 'litmus test'
for everyone.
The Final Question: Will new
names be able to break old al-
liances? Will the public demand an
account of corruption? The an-
swers lie within the ballot boxes,
but one thing is certain—this time,
something new is brewing in
Gujarat!

Gujarat’s Fortress and the Public Pulse: Will a Wind
of Change Blow or Will the 'Saffron' Prevail Again?

Development or Destruction? The Ugly Truth Behind the Soil Scam

By Pawan Makan | Group Editor
Ahmedabad/New Delhi: A so-
phisticated nationwide network is
allegedly using AI-generated deep-
fake videos to defame Jain monks
and extort money from followers,
an investigation by Mahanagar
Metro has revealed. The gang re-
portedly uses edited visuals and
deepfake technology to create ob-
scene fake videos featuring revered
monks. These clips are then used
for blackmail, with large amounts
of money demanded in the name of
“settlement.” If demands are not
met, the videos are allegedly circu-
lated through fake social media ac-
counts to create outrage and
confusion. The report also raises
serious concerns over the role of
certain irresponsible media portals
that amplify such unverified con-
tent without proper fact-checking,
undermining the ethics of journal-
ism for traffic and views.
On the issue, Group Editor Pawan
Makan said the attack is not merely
on an individual monk but on cen-
turies-old faith, culture, and social
trust. He added that the publication
remains committed to exposing
those behind the conspiracy.
1. When will strict action be taken
against such digital extortion
gangs?
2. Why is cyber investigation slow
despite the availability of digital
evidence?
3. When will action be initiated
against platforms spreading
unverified fake videos?

Digital Conspiracy: 
Investigating the Truth
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233 from thorium. only Russia has operationalised commercial FBRs at IN a big boost to India’s nuclear ambitions, the 
This makes the second stage indispensable. Without scale; the technology is complex, capital-intensive and indigenous Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR) at 

FBRs, the transition to the third stage — full utilisation fraught with safety and economic concerns in countries Kalpakkam in Tamil Nadu has attained criticality, 
like France and the US.However, the celebrations marking the start of a controlled, self-sustaining 
must be tempered with realism. The PFBR project nuclear fission chain reaction. The reactor has thus 
has faced significant delays, underlining the crossed the most crucial threshold before power 
engineering and regulatory challenges inherent in generation. It’s a strategic milestone in the 
such advanced systems. Moreover, public country’s long-envisioned three-stage nuclear 
apprehension about nuclear safety — heightened programme. Fast breeder reactors (FBRs) have a 
globally after incidents like the 2011 Fukushima key role to play in meeting India’s energy needs. 
disaster — continues to slow down project The nation’s nuclear roadmap — conceptualised 
execution in India. Addressing these concerns under pioneers like Homi J Bhabha — rests on a 
through transparency and robust safety sequential strategy: pressurised heavy water 
frameworks will be as critical as technological reactors (PHWRs), followed by FBRs and 
success. Ultimately, the PFBR’s criticality is a ultimately thorium-based systems. While PHWRs 
defining step because it reaffirms India’s long-form the backbone of the current capacity, they rely 
term energy vision: leveraging its unique thorium on limited uranium resources. FBRs, by contrast, 
advantage to reduce dependence on imported are designed to “breed” more fuel than they of India’s vast thorium reserves — would remain 

fossil fuels. The task ahead is clear — scale up, build consume, converting uranium-238 into plutonium-239 aspirational. The Kalpakkam reactor promises a 
public trust and ensure sustainable energy security.and, eventually, enabling the production of uranium- tangible pathway towards energy self-reliance. So far, 

Effective pill 
for online ills

Muhammad Iqbal’s rich legacy at stake

Nuclear milestone: Kalpakkam reactor’s criticality raises hopes

Over the last few months, several states have sent a 
clear message long overdue: in today’s age, child 
safety can no longer be treated as an afterthought. 
Calls for stronger restrictions on minors’ social 
media use are already being voiced citing mental 
health, academic performance and overall well-
being.

From Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh to Goa and 
Punjab, state governments have begun 
recognising the seriousness of challenges children 
face online, and the fact that it is no longer a 
scattered concern but a national problem that 
demands urgent attention. The concern is not 
remote to my state, Odisha, either. This is not a 
sudden overreaction or a passing political trend, 
but rather the consequence of years of mounting 
harm and toxicity, and the ineffectiveness of 
platform safeguards.Even this year’s Economic 
Survey framed social media addiction as a health 
challenge in which compulsive use among young 
Indians is leading to anxiety, depression, low self-
esteem, sleep disturbances, reduced concentration 
and poorer academic performance.Among the 
things children are exposed to on social media 
platforms are sexualised material, influencer-
driven content, unrealistic lifestyles and 
manipulative trends. Added to this is the rising 
threat of bullying, predatory contact and 
generative artificial intelligence-enabled harms 
that overwhelm young users with misleading and 
often harmful material. It is for this reason that 
state-level conversations on social media 
regulation have largely framed the public health 
lens. While platforms are making efforts to 
improve a child’s experience on social media 
through measures such as teen accounts and 
parental tools, such efforts are clearly not enough.

As parliamentarians, we should read this carefully. 
When state governments with varied political 
dispensations move in the same direction, it 
signals that a public concern has crossed a 
threshold and policymakers are losing patience. 
The question, therefore, is not merely whether 
banning social media for children is a sustainable 
approach. Banning technology is not the solution, 
but the status quo also needs to change.

The bigger question is whether the existing 
platform-led model of child safety online remains 
defensible at all. Are we starved for workable 
solutions? While platforms have had years to 
remodel these spaces meaningfully safer for users, 
the harms have only exacerbated.

Now, with the mainstreaming of gen-AI, the culture 
of platforms seems to be becoming even more 
exploitative and difficult to govern. In such a 
situation, it is hardly surprising that governments 
reach for bans and regulatory restrictions, which 
could be considered the easiest tools available 
when no one has offered a better alternative.

The next phase of this convesation must be about 
platform accountability in its most achievable 
form. For that, we first need to acknowledge that 
social media platforms function as systems of 
public consequence. It would not be an 
understatement to say that they actively shape 
what we see, how we think and what kinds of 
social behaviour are normalised.Second, since the 
question of harm is no longer restricted to content 
alone and has become more about design and 
culture, our accountability mechanisms must keep 
that in mind. For that, platforms accessed by 
children must move away from design 
architectures that involve meaningful friction, 
including age-appropriate time limits, safer late-
night defaults, reduced virality features for 
younger users, stronger break prompts and greater 
restraint around design choices that are built to 
prolong use.

Public enterprises are set up to improve public welfare, not returns for investors

JAGAN Nath Azad, a scholar of rare distinction, must be 
turning in his grave. It was at the University of Jammu 
that he wrote eleven books on Muhammad Iqbal, 
including the authoritative five-volume biography, 
Roodad-e-Iqbal, and a translation of his magnum opus 
Javed Nama. Scholars described Azad, a professor at the 
university, as “Iqbal Academy incarnate”.

It is indeed tragic that a university which once hosted this 
finest post-Partition exponent of Iqbaliyat — the 
specialised field of research on the poetry and 
philosophy of Iqbal — should now seek to erase Sir 
Muhammad Iqbal from its curriculum.At Azad’s 
request, the Iqbal Chair was established at the University 
of the Punjab in Pakistan during Gen Zia-ul-Haq’s reign. 
In contrast, the rich legacy of his research seems no 
longer relevant to the university that he had made his 
own. It is as if the institution is choosing to forget one of 
its finest sons to assert a new, narrower identity.The irony 
deepens when one looks across the Pir Panjal. At the 
University of Kashmir, the central library — established 
in 1948 with the founding of the original University of 
Jammu and Kashmir — bears the name Allama Iqbal 
Library. It is a living monument to the shared intellectual 
heritage of the region.Iqbal is not a peripheral name 
there; he is a major figure of study, his poetry and 
philosophy integral to courses in Urdu, Persian, 
philosophy and political science. Students in Kashmir 
engage with Bang-e-Dara, Bal-e-Jibril and Zarb-e-
Kalim as part of their academic upbringing.

The contrast could not be starker. One campus honours the Hindustan — “Sare Jahan Se Achha” — and his ground than at present.Such steps are regressive precisely 
poet with a library that is the heartbeat of higher philosophical vision, though later focused on Islamic because they are polarising in a region that desperately 
education; the other proposes to consign him to oblivion. renaissance, remained rooted in the universalist needs healing. Universities are not battlegrounds for 
This divergence is not accidental. It mirrors a deeper, traditions of Indian civilisation. To treat him as an ideological purity tests; they are repositories of 
more painful truth: the two halves of what was once a untouchable because of his later association with the idea civilisation’s accumulated wisdom. Removing thinkers 
single university — and a single cultural universe — of Pakistan is to reduce a towering mind to a political because their ideas do not fit a contemporary political 
have grown worlds apart. This is something far more label — an act unworthy of a university. narrative is the antithesis of academic freedom.The 
fundamental: an intellectual and emotional parting of The fallout of this intellectual break goes beyond University of Jammu must reconsider its move. It owes 
ways. The practical split in 1969 has evolved into an academia. In the post-Article 370 era, Jammu and this to its own legacy, and to the thousands of students 
institutional embodiment of separation, where once- Kashmir is grappling with the challenge of integrating who deserve an education untainted by political 
overlapping academic traditions now diverge sharply. two distinct regions while respecting their unique expediency. Iqbal belongs to the subcontinent’s shared 

The regions of Jammu and Kashmir have always been as aspirations. Education was meant to be the bridge — literary and philosophical heritage. He cannot be erased 
different as chalk and cheese. But the distinctions have nurturing critical thinking, preserving composite from Jammu’s university curriculum without erasing a 
rarely been institutionalised in academia. These heritage and fostering mutual understanding among part of Jammu’s own intellectual history — a history that 
differences, long acknowledged, were once bridged by students who will shape J&K’s future. Instead, this move once embraced Iqbal’s birthplace as its twin and Kashmir 
shared institutions and a common literary canon. Today, risks deepening the fault lines.When one campus treats as its counterpart.The two universities that once shared a 
they are being etched deeper into the academic fabric. Iqbal as essential reading and the other as dispensable, roof and a library now stand as symbols of how far apart 
This institutionalisation of erasure is new and dangerous. when one library is named after him and the other the regions have drifted. Let not one more act of erasure of 

By looking to excise Iqbal, the University of Jammu is not proposes to delete his name, the message to students is intellectual and cultural heritage be allowed to widen that 
merely pruning a syllabus; it is severing a thread that unmistakable: the “other” side’s icons are not your icons. chasm. The poet who dreamed of a spiritual awakening 
once connected the two regions through the unifying The shared past is optional. The cultural distance, for Asia — and who carried Kashmir in his blood while 
power of academics and progressive thought. Iqbal was already vast, is being made unbridgeable, ensuring that breathing the air of Jammu — deserves better. And so do 
never a narrow sectarian figure. His early poetry sang of future generations grow up with even less common the students of both Jammu as well as Kashmir.

Reducing a towering mind to a political label is an act unworthy of a university

'independent' directors — is only to protect the interests citizens in any decent society. It is the State's duty to public enterprise is to increase public welfare.A JURY in Los Angeles has found major social media 
The only equity financial investors understand — and that of investors.These cases highlight fundamental issues of ensure that all its citizens are provided these services.platforms (Meta's Facebook and Instagram and Google's 

An enterprise is set up for a purpose. The primary purpose corporate boards endorse — is stock market equity. They public governance. What is the purpose of a public YouTube) in California legally liable for harm to a young 
of any business enterprise in the private sector, whether are not required to uphold equity of the societal kind. platform or utility? What principles should govern its user's mental health. They were negligent in the design 
it is unlisted or listed on the stock exchange, is to produce Independent directors are expected to stand up for the management? Should utilities that serve the public be of their platforms and were responsible for creating 
financial returns for its owners and investors. rights of small investors against the demands of measured by how much wealth they produce for stock addictive features (like infinite scroll, autoplay and 

promoters and majority owners.Their enterprise’s goal algorithmic recommendations) that It has no obligation to provide its products and 
is to produce wealth for its shareholders. They must not encouraged compulsive use. The court services to customers who cannot pay 
bring their personal conscience into the board room and awarded $6 million in damages to the enough. Whereas the purpose of enterprises in 
ask the board and management tough questions about plaintiff.The companies intend to appeal. the public sector is to provide services to all 
societal equity.Public sector enterprises must be Their case is they are speech platforms. citizens, and especially those who cannot pay 
effcient, no doubt. But privatising a public enterprise to They say the justice system should go after enough. Their purpose is to provide public 
make it more efficient is throwing out the baby with the the people misusing the platforms, not the welfare, not profits for the government as an 
bath water. Privatisation of economies has gone too far owners. They imply that 'platforms,' treated investor.Therefore, the performance of 
with the victory of US-style capitalism over socialism, as public utilities, allow people to misuse financial institutions in the public and private 
and the surge of financial globalisation, since the 1990s. them — to abuse others, buy pornography, sectors must not be compared by their 
India has privatised its education and health sectors too spread fake news, or entertain themselves, performance in stock markets. Public 
much, too soon. China, Vietnam and Nordic countries etc. It's up to the users to use the platforms enterprises are set up to improve public 
have stayed on their 'socialist' courses. They rank much responsibly.Last month, the non-executive welfare, not returns for investors. By this 
higher than India on the human development scale.chairman of the board of HDFC Bank measure, the State Bank of India and Life 

resigned. He said he did so because the Insurance Corporation have contributed more China has let entrepreneurial spirits loose in business 
values guiding the bank's management to  soc ie ty  than  HDFC Bank,  for  sectors. It has created world-scale, and -class enterprises 
were not aligned with his own. He had example.Values provide principles for in many sectors. Nevertheless, the state has retained 
misgivings about the bank misrepresenting judging the methods institutions use. tight control of its financial sector, and technology sector 
risks in the products it sold. HDFC Bank is Efficiency, ethics and equity are essential too, to an extent that ideologically liberal western 
the second most valuable corporation in the principles for boards and managers of all economists find intolerable.
Indian stock market, following Reliance At the same time, western governments are struggling to organisations in both public and private 
Enterprises.The bank's stock price fell 8- find solutions to regulate US tech enterprises and their sectors.market investors or by the public welfare they create?
9% in a single session following his resignation, and All organisations must use their resources efficiently. wealthy owners who are destroying the social fabric and Public utilities are necessary for providing services 
continued to decline, erasing about $16 billion in its Their managers must be ethical too, and not award harming youth by addicting them to their services.equitably for the essential needs of all citizens, ensuring 
stock value before stabilising. The SEBI head reacted India must not regress to the pre-1991 era. Nor can it themselves high salaries and perks, on the specious their health and secure livelihoods. These include clean 
sharply. remain wedded to post-1991 neo-liberal economics. grounds that they believe they have earned their salaries water, nutritious food, shelter, security, health, energy, 

He said the chairman's 'vague statements' had harmed Even the US is searching for a new way. India must find by their out-sized contributions to society by increasing information, education and financial services (banking, 
investor confidence. The implication was that the duty of its own way forward, untied from 'Washington' the wealth of investors. The business of a private loans when required for livelihood purposes, and 
the chairman and the board — even if they are economists and US tech firms.enterprise may be only business. The business of a insurance).These are the fundamental rights of all 

The purpose of platforms and public utilities

The indigenous PFBR promises a tangible pathway towards energy self-reliance. So far, only Russia has operationalised commercial FBRs at scale
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The charming hill town of 

Mystical Bali
Mystical Bali
Surrounded by the warm waters of the 
Indian Ocean, Bali is one of 17500 
islands in the Indonesian archipelago. 
Blessed with spectacular mountains, 
green rice terraces, enchanting temples 
and a vibrant culture—Bali stands alone 
in its lushness and 
Balinese temples
The stunning island of Bali has often 
been called the famed island of the gods. 
Rooted in a colourful and deeply 
spiritual culture, it’s also known as the 
island of a thousand temples. You’ll find 
sea temples, directional temples and 
shrines spread 
Pura Tanah Lot
One of Bali’s most important and 
venerated sea temples, the sea-draped 
temple of Tanah Lot rises out of the surf. 
Perched on a rocky outcrop amidst 
waves that crash along the dark temple 
walls, Tanah Lot is among Bali’s most 
picturesque temples. The temple 
Uluwatu
Famous for its spectacular sunsets and 
the evening kecak dance, the Pura Luhur 
Uluwatu is perched majestically on the 
edge of a steep cliff that towers above 
the legendary surf breaks of southern 
Bali. The evening dance at the temple 
uses no 

Stroll through the rice paddies
Whether you’re on a bike, in a land rover, 
riding a rickshaw or on horseback, Bali’s 
rice paddies and quaint villages are a must-
visit. Stroll through picturesque rice terraces 
at Jatiluwih or make a day trip to the 
fascinating Tenganan village for a peek at 
Ubud
The heart of Bali’s culture definitely beats in 
Ubud. Perched on the gentle slopes leading 
to the central mountains, Ubud is the best 
place to become fully immersed in Balinese 
culture. The town is surrounded by most of 
the attractions that bring people 
Bali Guling in Ibu Oka
Babi guling, or suckling pig, has made a 
name for itself as Bali’s culinary drawcard. 
Many roadside warungs serve the dish, but 
Ibu Oka in Ubud has garnered some serious 
praise for its delectable hogs. Just land up 
there, order a plate and find a place amongst
Surfing in Bali
There is something for every skill level in 
this surfer’s paradise. Bali gets the full force 
of southern ocean and the islands have some 
great surfing beaches, with beach breaks for 
beginners and huge barrels for the 
professionals. So enrol for a surf trip with 
the  

Mount 
Abu

Mount 

Padang Padang Beach
Bali’s Padang Padang Beach is a famous 
surf point with great waves and a white 
sandy stretch. Julia Robert’s movie Eat, 
Pray, Love has two scenes filmed 
on the Padang Padang beach.
Nusa Dua Beach
Imagine tall palm trees, 
w i l d  m a n g r o v e s ,  
f r a g r a n t  o r c h i d s  
amidst a clear blue 
ocean and the rolling 
g o l d e n  
s a n d — t h a t ’s  
how the Nusa 
Dua  Beach  
can be best 
d e s c r i b e d .  
W i t h  l o w  
currents and 
w a v e s ,  t h e  

The charming hill town of Mount Abu
An oasis amidst the dusty arid landscape of 
Rajasthan, Mount Abu is the state’s only 
hill station. Perched at an altitude of 4000 
feet above sea level, it is surrounded by 
verdant forests and watered by the serene 
Nakki 

A day by the lake
Believed to have been dug out by gods 
using their nails, the sacred Nakki Lake is 
the perfect place for an early morning 
outing or a late evening excursion. Go on a 
boat ride, bargain at the lakeside market or 
simply carry your own picnic basket for a 
fun-filled

Inside India’s finest 
temples
Built between the 11th and 
13th centuries, the 
D i l w a r a  
Temples are 
l o c a t e d  
a b o u t  
two-and-
a - h a l f -
k m s  
a w a y  
f r o m  t h e  
bustling town of 
Mount Abu. A sacred 
pilgrimage spot for the 
Jain community, they are 
o n e  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  
examples of Indian 
temple

See a beautiful 
sunset
Best visited at dusk, 
Sunset Point offers a 
spectacular sight of the 
colour-changing skyline 
against the Aravali Hills. 
Grab your camera and walk up the 

cobblestone pathways along Nakki Lake for 
about a km to reach this picturesque spot.   

Indulge in street shopping
With its mix of street shops and handicraft 
emporiums, Mount Abu offers eclectic 
shopping experiences. Popular picks include 

the Nakki Lake market for bargains, the 
handicraft hub Rajasthali Emporium, 
Khadi Bhandar for textiles, the Chacha 

Experience the 
wilderness
Rich in floral bio-diversity and home to a 
variety of birds and animals, the Mount 
Abu Wildlife Sanctuary stretches up to 19 
kms in length and 6 kms in breadth. The 
altitude varies from 300 m to 1722 m at 
Guru Shikhar, the highest peak in 
Rajasthan. The 

A trip back in time
Providing interesting glimpses of the 
Mewar architecture, the Achalgarh Fort 
transports you to the 15th century with its 
intricately-carved buildings and temples. 
Take in the majestic views of Mount 
Abu’s skyline, picturesque sunsets and 
the 

Offering prayers in a 
cave
Located three kms away from Mount 

Abu, the Adhar Devi Temple is 
constructed out of a large rock and is 
dedicated to goddess Durga. Once you 
finish climbing 365 steep steps and 
crawl your way into the inner shrine, 
you can feast your eyes on 

Eating out in the hill 
town
From small eateries that serve 
delicious street food to fine dining 
multi-cuisine restaurants, Mount Abu 
has something for every kind of food 
lover. Some popular joints here are 
Café Shikibo,  Mulberry Tree 
Restaurant and Daawat Restaurant.

Go hiking on 
Rajasthan’s highest 
peak
Adrenaline addicts can go for an 
adventurous trek to the Guru Shikhar 
Mountain which is Rajasthan’s highest 
peak. Standing tall at a height of 5000 
feet above the sea level, the peak is also 
home to the temple of 

crystal-clear is great for both snorkelling and 
Mount Batur
The unforgettable hike to Mount 

Batur gives 

Mystical Bali
visitors the rare opportunity to witness a 

spectacular sunrise from the summit of an 
active volcano. As you admire the mist 

hovering over Lake Batur, the 2 am 
wake up call to trek to this 

location will be a 
Lake Bratan

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
picturesque paths in 

Bali begins in the 
southern part of the 

island, snakes up 
through the lush 
highlands  and 
e n d s  a t  t h e  
o t h e r w o r l d l y  
Lake Bratan. The 
lake is home to 

the unbelievably 
photogenic temple, 

Pura Ulun 
I n d u l g e  i n  l o c a l  

favourites
While Bali has got its fair 

share of high-end restaurants and 
beach clubs, don’t miss tucking into 

mouth-watering local favourites like babi 
guling (spit-roasted pig), ayam betutu (slow-
cooked spiced chicken in banana leaves) and 
sate lilit (spiced mince on 
Balinese dance rituals
Balinese dances are part of ancient traditions, 
and a form of religious and artistic expression. 
Dynamic, angular and intensely expressive, 
the dancers narrate stories through finger, 
hand and body gestures as well as head and 
eye movements.
Barong masks
Two mythical beings are ever-present in 
Bali—in dance rituals, ancient legends, travel 
advertisements and postcards. One is Barong, 
resembling a lion with its long mane, and the 
other is the witch Rangda with matted hair and 
large tusks. Traditional 
Mystical Bali
With smiles as warm as the sun that hits their 
shores, the Balinese are possibly the kindest 
people you will ever come across. As you 
stumble upon the exquisite little offerings left 
all over the island, you’ll realise that Bali is 
the most visitor-friendly island in 

Travel
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Kolkata: The Election Commis-

sion’s Special Intensive Revision

(SIR) has reportedly led to the dele-

tion of nearly 91 lakh voter names,

triggering sharp political reactions

ahead of the Assembly elections.

Trinamool Congress chief Mamata

Banerjee, however, asserted that de-

spite the large-scale deletions, her

party would still secure a decisive

victory.Addressing a massive rally

at Haroa Circus Ground in Mi-

nakhan, Basirhat, Mamata accused

the BJP and the Election Commis-

sion of acting in collusion to strike

off voter names. She said that even

after the removal of nearly 91 lakh

names, TMC candidates would con-

tinue to win across the state.Refer-

ring to the issue in sharp political

terms, she remarked that democracy

had been reduced to a “Chaitra

Clearance Sale,” adding that the

dignity of the electoral process had

been hurt.

“Every Action Has a Reaction” 

Mamata expressed full confidence

that the Trinamool Congress would

return to power with a strong man-

date. Citing the principle of action

and reaction, she said the people

would respond to what she termed

electoral injustice through their

votes.According to available fig-

ures, more than 27 lakh names were

removed from the draft list, adding

to earlier deletions and taking the

total close to 91 lakhs. Those af-

fected still have the option to chal-

lenge the deletions through online

or offline appeals.

Sundarbans Development Push

During the campaign, the Chief

Minister announced that the Sun-

darbans would be developed under

a dedicated administrative frame-

work and could be carved out as a

separate district among the newly

proposed ones.She also spoke of a

comprehensive Master Plan aimed

at the region’s holistic growth and

infrastructure expansion.On Thurs-

day, Mamata participated in multi-

ple campaign events, including ral-

lies in Minakhan, Palta, Panihati

and Baguihati, before ending the

day with a large roadshow in

Baranagar joined by thousands of

supporters.

Bengal’s Electoral Battle: Mamata’s Stern
Challenge to Modi Amid Campaign Blitz
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There are many legends associated with 
the ancient city of Varanasi or Kashi. It is 
believed that the Hindu god Shiva and his 
consort Parvati lived here on the banks of 
the Ganga River. It was here that the rivers 
Varuna and Assi originated and locked a 
piece of land that flourished decidedly as 
a Hindu pilgrimage site, specifically as 
the holiest cremation spot to attain 
salvation. Till date, Manikarnika and 
Harishchand ghats see as many as 200 
cremations a day. Beside the association 
of life and death on the ghats, Varanasi has 
a number of temples, the Buddhist 
pilgrimage Sarnath and the adjacent 
towns of Chunar and Ramnagar as 
veritable sight seeing spots. Though one 
can spend weeks exploring the temples on 
the ghats, here are the places you must 
visit.
Sarnath
The Buddhist pilgrimage, Sarnath lies 10 
km from Varanasi, and is yet another 
attraction that appeals to people from all 
around the world. This is the place where 
Gautum Buddha first gave his sermons on 
Dharma. The main deer park complex and 
a number of other Buddhist temples can 
be seen here. The Mulgandha Kuti Vihar 
temple, the Archaeological Museum, the 
Dhamek Stupa, the Chaukhandi Stupa 
and ruins of monasteries are the key 
highlights here. Other modern structures 
like the Japanese & Korean temples have 
been added to the Sarnath topography in 
the last few decades. Go early so you can 
beat the rush of tourists through the day 
and enjoy the tranquil ambience of these 
Buddhist relics.
Kushti akhadas
The archaic gyms of Varanasi are still 
buzzing with activity in the mornings as 
youngsters come here to wrestle in the 
mid pits and work out with age-old 
weights. The wrestling rinks have mud 
that is brought from nearby villages and 
mixed with turmeric, curd and neem to 
infuse it with therapeutic properties.
Varanasi’s ghats
The stepped banks (ghats) lie in a crescent 
shape along the Ganga River in Varanasi. 
These spring into action as early as 4 am 
and are buzzing with activity until late 
night. Hiring a boat to ride along the river 
is a good way to see all the action - 
morning ablutions, people praying the 
two burning ghats (photography not 
allowed even from the boat) and the 
bright umbrella dotted platforms where 
priests hold small ceremonies for 
pilgrims. Old havelis and palaces lie on 
the fringes of the river, ensuring a 
stunning landscape of unique architecture 
along the entire stretch. These are often 
used as backdrops for Bollywood movies 
or homes, since most of the royalty has 
abandoned these. The most spectacular 
spectacle at the ghats is the Ganga aarti 
that is held every evening between 6.15 

5 hill stations in 

Through the length of  its state, Maharashtra encompasses a landscape ranging 
from the steeply rising Western Ghats, all the way down to the seashore of  the 

Arabian Sea. Cradled within is carpeted green mountain walls, are the most 
stunning hill stations, each with a charm that's all their own. Take a break from 

the frenzied pace of  the city and get away to these oases of  calm.

Panchgani
Deriving its name from the surrounding 
five hills that envelop it, Panchgani offers 
a window to the past. Located just about 
38 metres below Mahabaleshwar, at an 
altitude of 1334 metres, the approach to 
this beautiful hill station is replete with 
lovely views of the Krishna River to one 
side, and the plains on the other. A 
quintessentially residential area, it exudes 
a charm that harks to a time gone by. 
Whether in the old colonial 
architecture, the Parsi homes, and 
century-old boarding lodges. The best 
vantage point to take in the world 
below can be found at Table Land, a 
flat mountain peak overlooking the 
plains. To mix things up, head to the 
local bazaar where business moves 
along at an unhurried pace, setting a 
leisurely tone for your time spent 
here.

Keechakadara
As accounted in the Mahabharata, 
this is the place where Bheema killed 
Keechaka, the villain and threw him 
into the valley below. Taking its name 
from the incident, Keechakadara is 
also often referred to as Chikhaldara. 
Aside from its mythological roots, 
there's more to this beautiful hill station. 
Situated at an altitude of 1118 metres in the 
Vidarbha region, this is the only hill resort 
in the area, and has the added attraction of 
being the only coffee-growing area in 
Maharashtra. This is even a great place for 
wild life enthusiasts to do some spotting as 
panthers, bears, sambar, wild boar, and 
wild dogs thrive here and it is neighboured 
by the famous Melghat Tiger Project 
which has 82 tigers. Hurricane Point, 
Prospect Point, and Devi Point are all great 
vantage points to take in the views, and 
this is also a good starting point for 
excursions to Gavilgad and Narnala Fort.

Bhandardara
Also cradles within the Sahyadri Hills, 
Bhandardara, with its soaring mountain 

ranges, plunging waterfalls and carpet of 
green, attracts tourists all through the year. 
For a short hour-long journey, this hill station 
offers city dwellers a drastically contrasting 
landscape and stunning surroundings. Bright 
green paddy fields and clear blue skies 
punctuated with a labyrinth of gurgling 
streams, provide all the essential ingredients 
for a weekend away from the madding 
crowds. There’s enough to keep you busy 
through the days. Built in 1910, Wilson Dam 

stands 150-metres-high and has a beautiful 
garden at the base. of Wilson Dam there is a 
garden endowed with thick greenery, streams 
and gigantic trees, the silently serene Arthur 
lake which mirrors the beauty of its 
surroundings in its blue waters, Mount 
Kalsubai, which is Maharashtra’s highest 
peak at 1646 metres and draws in serious 
trekkers to its summit, the Agasti Risha 
Ashram which has been mentioned in the 
Ramayan and the ancient Ratangad Fort 
which offers panoramic views from its 
ramparts.

Matheran
Discovered back in 1850 by Hugh Malet, 
collector for the Thane district, Matheran sits 
atop the Sahyadris Mountain range and is 
another hot weekend getaway for city 

and 7.15 pm on five ghats. Of these, the 
Dashashwamedh Ghat aarti is the oldest 
and the most famous one. Five to seven 
priests perform the daily ceremony with 
large fire lit lamps, bells and conchs, as 
hundreds converge towards the ghat in the 
evening.
Chunar Fort
Replete with legends, the Chunar Fort lies 
37 km from Varanasi and is skirted by the 
Ganga on two sides. The fort was first 
constructed in 56 BC, and duly changed 
hands of ownership from the Afghan and 
Mughal rulers, to the British until 1947. 
The first Governor General of India, 
Warren Hastings also took shelter here 
when a rebellion broke out in 1781. His 
house can still be seen in the fort. The fort 
is often used as a backdrop for TV shows 
and Bollywood movies. Of these 
Chandrakanta, and the 2012 Bollywood 
movie, Gangs of Wasseypur are the most 
famous. Secret tunnels and hidden 
pathways are the highlights of this white 
bastion. It is not uncommon to find 
military presence here as this used to be a 
part of a training centre of the army.
Gauri Kedareshwar Temple
One of the busiest ghats on the Ganga, the 
Kedar Ghat can be identified by its red and 
white steps from a distance. Thousands 
come here each year to pay homage to the 
Gauri Kedareshwar temple. This can be 
reached via boat or through the narrow 
lanes of Bengali Tola. The temple is 
famous for a replica of the Kedarnath 
lingam of the Himalayan temple. The 
irregular humped shaped lingam in stone 
is encased within a copper railing. People 
only enter the temple after taking a bath in 
the Gauri Kund (pond) adjoining the river.
Durga Temple
The 18th century Durga temple lies south 
of the main city, away from the ghats. A 
narrow lane flanked by flower and puja 
paraphernalia vendors leads up to this 
ancient temple. Inside, the low roofed, 
bright red walled temple has a small 
sanctum with a vivid idol of the Devi 
riding a tiger, armed with a trident, discus 
and sword. Navratras are celebrated with 
great vigour in this temple.
Ramnagar
The massive red ramparts of the 
Ramnagar fort can be seen across Assi 
Ghat on the other side of the Ganga. The 
Mughal-style fort was built by Raja 
Balwant Singh in 1750. Though the fort is 
not an architectural wonder, it is the main 
draw at the city of Ramnagar. The small 
city is most famous for its depiction of 
Ramlila in the most authentic form. The 
fort has a small museum, which does not 
require much time. The other highlight 
here is the Durga temple, which is the 
venue of the grand aarti held on the last 
day of the Ramlila. This is the place where 
Lal Bahadur Shastri was born.

Varanasi 
The essential 

sightseeing guide

Maharashtra 
to get away to

slickers. This gorgeous and quaint hill station 
is best accessed via the slow-moving toy train 
which chugs along over a leisurely two-hour-
long journey from the valley below. Sprawled 
across a lush green, undulating hilltop, 
Matheran sits at a height of about 800 metres 
with drastic, steep cliffs offering the most 
stunning views of the plains below. Make your 
way up to Hart Point at night, and take in the 
dreamy, twinkling lights of Mumbai far below, 
meander through the winding ways and feast 
your eyes on the British-Parsi architecture of 

the local homes, walk up to 
Charlotte Lake, and do a spot of 
shopping in the market where 
you’ll find lots of leather goodies, 
hats and ofcourse the famous 
sweet-sticky chikki best eaten hot 
and fresh.

Mahabaleshwar
Translating to mean ‘God of Great 
P o w e r ’  i n  S a n s k r i t ,  
Mahabaleshwar is a favourite hill 
destination with Maharashtrians. 
Once the summer capital of the 
Bombay Presidency during the 
British Raj, it offers visitors a 
perfect blend of modernity with 
old-world charm. Aside from being 
abound with natural beauty, there’s 
lots you can do here to keep 

entertained. All parts of the hill station are 
accessible by car, so getting around is no 
problem, and if you’re feeling adventurous, 
just climb onto a horse and get going. Make 
your way to Malcolm Peth, the bazaar at the 
heart of Mahabaleshwar, which has a good 
mix of hotels, shops and restaurants. Visit 
Mount Malcolm which was built in 1829 and 
once served as the Governor’s residence, 
Moraji Castle which was home to Mahatma 
Gandhi back in 1945, and wind down at the 
Mahabaleshwar Club in the evening over 
drinks. During the day you can take the short 
drive up to Venna Lake and go boating or 
fishing, and proceed a little further down to 
Panchgani, and walk through the strawberry 
fields.
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