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formal connections are now applying to Noida.(Agency)
secure uninterrupted supply,” he added.IThe city is seeing a sudden rush for LPG 

Tarun, who is also the district nodal officer connections as the collapse of the 
for LPG at Indian Oil, said agency staff informal cylinder market has pushed 
are facing frequent complaints and thousands of households towards 
arguments before applicants are told that authorised supply.Many residents who 
fresh connections are currently suspended. had managed for years without formal 
As a temporary option, applicants are connections are now scrambling for 
being offered 5kg cylinders. Some accept regular access to cooking gas after the 
them for immediate use, while others West Asia conflict disrupted unofficial 
prefer to wait for a standard 14kg cylinder channels and tightened supplies.Officials 
through a proper connection.Tarun also said around 5,800 requests for new LPG 

frequently also made address updates clarified that the pending numbers do not connections are pending across Indian Oil, 
cumbersome, he pointed out. But after fully reflect the actual demand because Hindustan Petroleum and Bharat 
supplies tightened, he applied for a many applicants are approaching IOCL, Petroleum agencies in the district. 
connection. More than 10 days later, he is HP and BP at the same time. Before the Distributors said around 500 applications 
still waiting for a response. current disruption, the city used to see are being received every day, but clarified 

around 3,000 new LPG connections a Bharat Singh Yadav, president of All India that the figure may include the same 
month.The district administration has LPG Distributors Federation in Haryana, person applying to multiple companies at 
stepped in to promote 5kg cylinders as a said agencies have been receiving far once.The surge has also intensified 
stop-gap measure. After a review meeting more requests than they can actually because oil companies have kept new 
on LPG and PNG supply chaired by process. “People often call in frustration connections on hold since March 15, 
deputy commissioner Ajay Kumar when connections are not issued after they creating a growing backlog.Roshan 
following a video conference led by chief apply. But distributors have little room to Kumar, a Sector 50 resident, said he never 
secretary Anurag Rastogi, officials said help because the process itself is on hold,” felt the need for a formal connection 
these smaller cylinders can be obtained he added.The rush, Yadav said, is no earlier because cylinders were easily 
quickly without a connection. “All you longer limited to migrant workers. “Many available in the black market. Living in 
need is an ID proof,” an official said.working professionals who had avoided rented accommodation and shifting 

Farmhouse owner in Gurgaon hacked 
to death, caretaker arrested

New LPG applications jump as black 
market collapses in Gurgaon

6 months gone, work on Behrampur sewage plant not 
started in Haryana, GMDA invites bids again

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
Gurgaon ranked as the most polluted city in 

India in March 2026, recording a monthly 
average PM2.5 concentration of 116 
μg/m³. The level is nearly twice India’s 
national ambient air quality standard (60 
μg/m³) and far above the WHO guideline 
of 15 μg/m³.Haryana accounted for four 
of the 10 cities, followed by two each 
from Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, 
and one each from Rajasthan and Gujarat. 
Other places in the top 10 included 
Bahadurgarh, Faridabad, Singrauli, 
Mandideep, Ghaziabad, Manesar, 
Bhiwadi,  Noida and Nandesari ,  
according to an analysis by Centre for 
Research on Energy and Clean Air 
(CREA) covering 251 cities.

The city also showed sustained exposure, 
appearing 27 times among the top 10 
most polluted cities during March, the 
highest frequency recorded. In Gurgaon, 
the air quality remained consistently poor 
through the month. Of 31 monitored days, 
Gurgaon recorded 13 days in the ‘poor’ 
category (91–120 μg/m³) and 12 days in 
the ‘very poor’ category (121–250 μg/m³) 
when levels of PM 2.5 were taken into 
consideration. Only one day was 
‘satisfactory’, and none met the ‘good’ 
standard.Haryana also recorded the 
highest number of cities exceeding 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS), with nine out of 24 cities 
breaching limits, followed by Uttar 
Pradesh.At the national level, 220 of 251 
cities with over 80% data availability 
from continuous ambient air quality 
monitoring stations (CAAQMS) reported 
PM2.5 levels within India’s daily 
standard. However, only three cities met 
the stricter WHO guideline, highlighting 
the gap between national standards and 
global health benchmarks.Among NCAP 
cities, seven of 96 cities exceeded India’s 
daily PM2.5 standard, while 94 breached 
WHO limits. Among 155 non-NCAP 
cities, 154 exceeded WHO limits and 25 
crossed national standards.The CREA 
analysis also assessed progress under the 
National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) 
for FY 2025–26, based on PM10 
reductions against the 2017–18 baseline 
using cities with over 80% valid data.It 
found that 89 of 96 NCAP cities continue 
to exceed annual NAAQS limits. While 
79 cities showed improvement, PM10 
levels increased in 14 cities and remained 
unchanged in three.

News box

Decomposed body found in 
pond in Gurgaon’s Sector 76

GURGAON.(Agency)
 A decomposed body of a man was found in a pond in 

Sector 76 on Monday evening. Police said the body 
could have been lying there for several days.

They said locals first noticed the body floating in the pond 
and alerted authorities. A police team reached the spot 
and retrieved the body, which had decomposed 
significantly, making identification difficult. “No ID 
was found on the body,” an officer said.

Officers said preliminary examination indicated that the 
body could be around four to five days old, adding that 
no immediate injury marks could be clearly established 
due to the condition of the body.The body has been sent 
to the mortuary for post-mortem examination, which is 
expected to ascertain the exact cause of death.Police 
said efforts are underway to establish the identity of the 
deceased. Nearby police stations have been alerted, and 
records of missing persons are being checked to find a 
match.“We are trying to identify the deceased and verify 
if any missing person complaint corresponds with the 
description. The cause of death will be clear after the 
post-mortem report,” a senior officer from Kherki Daula 
police station said.A case is yet to be registered in the 
matter. Police said further legal action will be initiated 
based on the findings of the post-mortem and 
identification of the deceased.The area around the pond 
was briefly cordoned off during the recovery operation. 
Police have also spoken to residents of nearby sectors to 
gather any information that could help in the 
investigation.

Gurgaon.(Agency) have been built. Rahul, he said, had gone Tuesday.During questioning, police 
to the property on April 5 and was last seen learnt that Khemchand had worked at the A 36-year-old farmhouse owner in Sohna 
there. When the family tried to contact farmhouse for almost two decades but left was allegedly hacked to death with a 
Khemchand after calls to Rahul’s phone a year and a half ago after Rahul allegedly sickle by a caretaker who had worked for 
went unanswered, he disappeared and assaulted him.the family for nearly 20 years, left 
switched his cellphone off, deepening recently after an assault and returned  “He started returning for work 
suspicion against him.When the family months ago carrying a grudge with him. intermittently a few months ago. He 
checked the farmhouse, they found Rahul nursed a resentment, and admitted he was Rahul, a businessman from Ghata village, 
lying dead in one of the rooms and alerted angry because Rahul would thrash him at was found dead at the family’s farmhouse 
police.A police team reached the times,” an officer said.According to near Sohna-Ballabhgarh road, close to 
farmhouse and called in fingerprint Turan, on the night of April 5, Harchandpur bus stand. Police said he 
experts. During inspection, officials Khemchand attacked Rahul several times was murdered on the night of April 5, but 
recovered the suspected murder weapon, on the neck with a sickle, killing him on the crime surfaced the next day after cops 
a sickle.Police spokesperson Sandeep the spot. He then fled to Delhi.A murder received information about a body lying 
Turan said Khemchand, a 65-year-old case was registered against Khemchand on the property premises.According to a 
res ident  of  Heerapur  Khurd in  at Sohna Sadar police station. “An complaint filed by Rahul’s brother, the 
Bulandshahr, was tracked down by the investigation has been initiated,” an family had employed Khemchand to look 
crime branch and arrested in Delhi on officer said.after the farmhouse, where a few rooms 

lines are fully connected, a substantial GURGAON.(Agency)
  Construction of a proposed sewage increase in sewage flow to the 

treatment plant (STP) and main pumping Behrampur  p lan t  i s  expec ted ,  
station in Behrampur has hit a hurdle. necessitating the additional 100 MLD 

Having failed to finalise bids six months treatment capacity, the official said.The 
after floating the tender, GMDA has now project also includes a power generation 
re-invited bids for the Rs 191-crore unit that will utilise biogas produced 
project.The project is aimed at during the treatment process, helping 
strengthening sewage treatment capacity offset operational costs. Officials said 
in new sectors along Southern Peripheral the entire project is expected to be 
Road (SPR), where rapid urbanisation is completed within two years once the 
expected to significantly increase project is allotted.At present, the 
wastewater generation.Sanctioned in Behrampur sewage treatment facility 
June 2022, the tender for the project was has a capacity of 170 MLD. However, 
only invited in Oct last year. However, it only about 30% of the treated water 
was cancelled last month, citing meets tertiary treatment standards. To 
administrative reasons. Officials said the a d d r e s s  t h i s  g a p ,  G M D A i s  
move was necessitated by revisions in simultaneously upgrading its existing 

GMDA official said.Under this, GMDA continues to rise with expanding 
norms issued by the public health 120 MLD plant to the tertiary level. Once 

will undertake the construction of a 400 r e s i d e n t i a l  a d  c o m m e r c i a l  
engineering department (PHED), which the upgrade is completed, the biological 

million litres per day (MLD) main development.Around 23km of master 
had to be incorporated into the bid oxygen demand (BOD) in treated water 

pumping station (MPS) and an additional sewer lines in sectors 58 to 67 have been 
document.“There was a revision. will be reduced from 30 mg/litre to 10 

100 MLD STP at Behrampur. The facility laid by HSVP, while the remaining 
Accordingly, the tender was cancelled mg/litre, making it suitable for reuse in 

is intended to augment the existing network between sectors 58 and 76 is 
and has now been re-invited. It is a g r i c u l t u r e ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  

treatment capacity as sewage inflow being taken up by GMDA. Once these 
scheduled to be opened on April 28,” a groundwater recharge.

Gurgaon tops India’s 
pollution chart in March, 

PM2.5 level twice safe limit

After HC stay on S+4, town planning asks 
HSVP how infra funds were used

Noida.(Agency)
Four fraudsters, who used to threaten their victims with 

“hacking alerts” and later defrauded them of crores of 
rupees, were arrested on Tuesday. The gang cheated 
people “by creating fear about data theft and hacking 
incidents”, police said.The accused, who would pose as 
technical support executives for their victims, were 
arrested from Sector 76 following technical 
surveillance and local intelligence inputs. Using screen-
sharing applications, they gained remote access to 
victims’ systems and extracted sensitive banking 
information.

Those arrested are Mohammad Bilal, 26, and Dev 
Kapahi, 25, both residents of Adarsh Nagar in Delhi; 
Abhishek Mukheja, 27, a resident of Bhiwadi in 
Rajasthan’s Alwar district; and Kushagra Nimbekar, 24, 
a resident of Rohini, Delhi.Police said the accused 
operated an organised cyber fraud network that targeted 
foreign citizens through online advertisements. All four 
accused are reportedly well educated and fluent in 
foreign accents, which helped them easily gain the trust 
of international victims.Four laptops, eight mobile 
phones, four microphone headsets and two routers 
allegedly used in carrying out the fraud were 
seized.DCP Shavya Goyal said that the accused ran paid 
advertisements on internet platforms and social media, 
displaying toll-free numbers under the guise of 
technical support services. When foreign nationals 
encountered these advertisements and called the listed 
numbers, their calls were routed through specialised 
calling software installed on the accused’s laptops.The 
fraudsters then impersonated technical support agents 
and falsely claimed that the victim’s computer or device 
had been hacked. To create panic and make their claims 
appear genuine, the accused deliberately blacked out 
the victim’s computer screen, convincing them that a 
cyberattack was underway.

After accessing banking details, the accused assessed the 
victim’s financial status. Victims with smaller balances 
were typically coerced into paying amounts ranging 
from $350 to $2,000 as “security” or “repair” charges. 
In cases where victims had larger funds, the calls were 
transferred to senior members of the gang who 
continued the scam to extract higher payments.Police 
said the fraudulently obtained money was converted 
into cryptocurrency and later distributed among the 
accused to avoid detection. Examination of seized 
laptops and mobile phones already revealed transaction 
records indicating cyber fraud worth crores of rupees.

Officials said that the arrests highlight the growing 
sophistication of cybercrime networks and the misuse 
of technology to target victims across international 
borders.

 

administrator, director general (housing place an “additional burden” on already w e r e  u s e d ,  d e s p i t e  e a r l i e r  Gurgaon.(Agency)
for all), urban local bodies dire; and strained urban systems, including sewage correspondence. When contacted by TOI, While Haryana has put all approvals for 
HSIIDC managing director. networks, drainage, traffic movement and HSVP officials said a detailed response, s t i l t -plus-four  (S+4) resident ial  

HC had restrained Haryana govt from other essential services.DTCP’s April 3 covering formulation of SOPs and construction on hold following an interim 
moving ahead with the S+4 floor policy communication reflected similar utilisation of funds would be submitted stay by Punjab and Haryana high court, 
and stayed the operation of its July 24, concerns, saying cities such as Gurgaon soon.Officials said lack of clarity over the the department of town and country 
2024 notification.“The department has are already facing infrastructure stress use of these funds has deepened concerns planning (DTCP) has sought a utilisation 
issued clear instructions to all abou t  whe the r  su ff i c i en t  report from HSVP on Rs 689 crore it had 
authorities concerned to put infrastructure upgrades were transferred to the development agency for 
approvals related to stilt-plus-four carried out to support the S+4 infrastructure upgrades.
floors on hold with immediate policy. The department had The amount, deposited under the account of 
effect. The court has raised earlier sought standard operating PDR (proportionate development 
important issues on the capacity of procedures (SOPs) and detailed charges), was intended to fund urban 
existing urban infrastructure to infrastructure augmentation infrastructure upgrades linked to 
support increased density. These plans, but these are still  increased  dens i ty.  Pressure  on  
aspects will be examined in detail, pending.Urban planners said the infrastructure is one of the major concerns 
and necessary steps will be taken high court’s intervention could of the S+4 policy that petitioners have 
based on further directions,” the have major implications for real voiced in high court.“We have sought 
official said.The department also estate activity in Gurgaon and detailed information from HSVP on 
stated that no layouts, zoning other fast-urbanising cities. The expenditure of development charges 
plans or service plans should be S+4  po l i cy  had  a l l owed  collected for infrastructure augmentation. 
approved if they involve enhanced additional independent floors on This will help assess the current status and 
density linked to S+4 floors. It plotted land, resulting in a surge plan future actions,” a senior DTCP 
further ordered that online in builder floors and a rise in official said.DTCP’s April 3 directive 

because of rising population density and platforms, including the S+4 portal and housing supply. For now, all such covers residential plotted projects in 
warned that unchecked vertical expansion HOBPAS (Haryana Online Building Plan activities remain uncertain. Authorities Haryana, including densely populated 
could lead to waterlogging in low-lying Approval System), must stop accepting have been told to strictly follow the areas such as Gurgaon, where the policy 
areas, traffic congestion, and added applications for such permissions with court’s directions till further orders, had led to a sharp rise in construction 
pressure on sewage treatment facilities.immediate effect.HC observed that any effectively freezing new permissions activities. The letter was issued by town 

The department also stated HSVP is yet to increase in number of floors without under the policy and placing ongoing and country planning director Chander 
submit a status report on how the funds matching upgrades in civic services could approvals under scrutiny.Shekhar  Khare  to  HSVP chief  

‘Tech support’ racket busted, 
4 cyber cons who trapped 
people with ‘hacking alerts’ 
arrested

Noidi
An 18-year-old girl fell to her death under mysterious 

circumstances from the 16th floor of a tower in a high-
rise society in Indirapuram on Tuesday. While police 
suspect it to be a case of suicide, the girl’s family alleged 
that she was murdered after being sexually assaulted.

According to police, the girl’s father is a laundry worker 
who also cleans vehicles at the society. He has been 
working there for around 10 years and the girl used to 
help her father there.ACP (Indirapuram) Abhishek 
Srivastava said that residents called emergency helpline 
number 112 to report that a girl had fallen from the tower 
around 6am. A police team reached the spot and found 
her body, which was later sent for an autopsy and reports 
are awaited.CTV footage shows that the girl and her 
father reached the society around 5.50am. The girl 
allegedly told her father she was going to the society’s 
park while he went down to the basement to clean the 
vehicles. She was then spotted on camera a few minutes 
later getting in the lift alone and going up to the 16th 
floor.“In the CCTV footage, the girl was seen going into 
the lift at 5.53am alone, and she reached the 16th floor at 
5.55am. Another CCTV clip shows she fell from the 
16th floor at 5.56am. According to the footage, no one 
was seen around her, and she was seen in the lobby of the 
tower alone,” ACP said,.

Her father told cops that he was cleaning a car when 
someone told him that a girl had fallen from the 16th 
floor. When he went to see what happened, he found his 
daughter lying in a pool of blood. He claims that when 
he found her body, her clothes were torn suspiciously, 
leading him to suspect she was assaulted.

18-year-old falls to death 
from 16th floor, family alleges 
rape, murder
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wrongdoing, the organisation itself comes under THE higher the authority, the greater the 
scrutiny. Therefore, a harsher penalty is not only accountability — that’s the message conveyed by 
justified but necessary to preserve professional the Supreme Court, which has restored the dismissal 
integrity.of a senior bank manager. This is a timely 

The SC has also reiterated the limits of judicial reaffirmation of a principle often invoked but 
review in disciplinary matters. It emphasised that erratically applied: those who are at the top of the 
courts are not appellate bodies tasked with re-pecking order have greater responsibility than their 
evaluating penalties based on subjective notions subordinates. The SC has rightly overturned the 
of fairness. Intervention is warranted only when Delhi High Court’s decision to dilute the 
punishment is shockingly disproportionate or punishment awarded to the erring officer.The case 
procedurally flawed. This restraint is vital for pertains to allegations of serious financial 
maintaining the autonomy of the authorities misconduct, primarily misappropriation of bank 
concerned, which are in the best position to assess customers’ money and tampering with records. 
irregularities at the workplace. The judgment also While the high court relied on the principle of parity 
clarifies the doctrine of proportionality. Equality — arguing that co-delinquents received lighter 
under the law does not imply identical outcomes punishment — the Supreme Court rejected a 
in unequal circumstances. Differences in rank mechanical application of equality. The SC 

roles and duties are not interchangeable. A bank and responsibility are valid grounds for dissimilar observed that equating a senior manager with a 
manager operates within a framework of trust and consequences. Ignoring these factors and finding gunman (bank security guard) reflected “outrageous 
supervision. When such an officer is found guilty of scapegoats can be perilous for institutional discipline.defiance of logic and reason.” Indeed, institutional 

When the West 
Asia crisis hits 
home and hard

Strategy’s exit wound

Accountability at stake: SC verdict links hierarchy with culpability

As the West Asia conflict continues into its fifth 
week, Sri Lanka may feel it has avoided 
diplomatic wrangles and has not become a target 
of hostility from warring nations. Colombo has 
strived to maintain neutrality and avoid being 
coerced into taking sides. But the challenges are 
far from over.The island, an unlikely participant in 
the US-Israeli-Iran war, grabbed headlines when 
the US Navy torpedoed IRIS Dena, an Iran-
flagged vessel in the Indian Ocean, close to Sri 
Lanka. During the Raisina Dialogue 2026 last 
month, Sri Lankan foreign minister Vijitha Herath 
was repeatedly questioned about the repatriation 
of Iranian sailors, but he kept his answers simple: 
Colombo’s response to the distressed Iranian 
vessels IRIS Dena and IRIS Bushehr was guided 
by the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea and the principles of international 
humanitarian law. He sidestepped attempts to 
extract further explanations.Proof of Colombo’s 
stance was also in the refusal to permit two 
American warplanes to land. Around the same 
time when Iranian vessels requested permission 
for three naval vessels to dock in Sri Lanka, a US 
request to deploy two warplanes equipped with 
anti-ship missiles to land at the Mattala Rajapaksa 
International Airport was refused to maintain 
neutrality, President Anura Kumara Dissanayake 
told parliament recently. Colombo has been 
lauded for navigating such choppy diplomatic 
waters with aplomb.Maintaining neutrality is 
difficult, whether a party to the conflict or not. 
Colombo understands it should prioritise 
neighbouring India and balance China, while also 
not provoking the US and Israel, two old allies. 
But Sri Lanka’s real test may lie elsewhere, in how 
the island faces the full force of an energy 
crisis.The theatre of war is elsewhere; Colombo 
has no direct role but always has strong interests. 
The US is Sri Lanka’s main trading partner, and 
Iran imports high volumes of Ceylon tea. Thus, for 
Sri Lanka, the impact of the West Asia conflict is 
very real and economic. The disrupted global 
supply chains, disrupted shipping activities and 
rising oil prices are already having an impact that 
will worsen, even if the war ends soon. The entire 
world may soon need to start over, and for Sri 
Lanka—which has been struggling to herald an 
economic comeback after the debilitating 2022 
collapse—short-term fixes are unlikely to help 
turn things around.Colombo is heavily energy-
dependent and to meet its annual demand of 
14,150 GWh, a steady supply of coal and 
petroleum is required. Even as Colombo reassures 
the public of steady fuel and gas supplies, people 
are already feeling the weight of the war. Colombo 
received 38,000 MT of fuel from India last week 
and is locked in discussions with Russia, after 
sanctions on Moscow were temporarily 
lifted.Meanwhile, Colombo has taken urgent 
measures in response. Fuel is now rationed via a 
QR code system, and the country has a four-day 
workweek. People are now grappling with fuel 
quotas, electricity and gas price hikes, which are 
driving up food and transport costs and adding to 
the already prohibitive cost of living. The surge in 
prices and inflation will slow down tourism and 
impact remittances from the war-hit Gulf 
countries. Sri Lanka’s Petroleum Distributors 
Association, meanwhile, will hold a silent protest 
on April 6 over unresolved issues affecting their 
operations. To cap it all, the government has also 
imposed water cuts as the nation prepares to herald 
the Sinhala-Hindu New Year in a few days.As Sri 
Lanka braces for water and power cuts with a 
distant war’s impacts reaching home, the National 
People’s Power administration is facing its first 
proper test of credibility following the country’s 
energy minister, Kumara Jayakody, being indicted 
in the Colombo High Court over allegations of 
corruption dating back to his tenure as a senior 
public official.

ZTrump’s manner of expression marks a departure from the diplomatic tradition, in which disagreement was sharp but rarely personalised in public.

legitimacy lies in discrimination.In the military, we are trained for the start. We study the The tea stall reality
If a slap is enough, why the cane? If the objective is Strategy forgets who pays for drift. The strategist speaks of opening gambit, the kinetic surge, the breach and the 

correction, why punih the class for the fault of one.theatre. The citizen pays for duration.suppression of the enemy’s will. We understand 
Infrastructure is not a battlefield. It is society’s The man at the tea stall does not read doctrine. He feels escalation. But there is a quieter discipline that once 

bloodstream. Strike it, and you are no longer shaping the rising prices from broken supply chains that never defined strategy and is now fading. The art of the stop.
conflict. You are punishing the future.stabilise because wars never settle. He sees families Conflicts that ended well had a simple anatomy. Not total 

Every use of force leaves a residue, not just on the target, but trapped in conflict zones with no exit. He lives with annihilation, but clarity of objective. Someone had the 
on the initiator. Excess shapes memory, perception and uncertainty that seeps into the national psyche.spine to decide the mission was over. Not because the 
resistance. What is gained in immediacy is often lost in When a war has a horizon, society mobilises and recovers. enemy vanished, but because the job was done. Force 

legitimacy.A calibrated response corrects applied. Threshold reached. Then came 
behaviour. An indiscriminate one scars the hardest command. Stop. Go 
generations. Those scars return.home.Today, that spine is missing. No one 

decides. Conflicts drift.A war without an Humanity as the global common
end state is not a campaign. It is drift with Covid-19, climate and conflict have revealed 
casualties. a simple truth. No crisis remains local.

The Indian gold standard A war in one region disturbs food, fuel, trade 
We do not have to search for a benchmark. In and trust across continents.Humanity is 

1971, India executed one of the most now the ultimate global common. It 
decisive campaigns in modern history. It survives not on declarations, but on 
was not just victory. It was the restraint restraint in action. If it fractures, there is no 
that followed. We did not linger. We did rear area left.
not convert success into occupation. We Win the war before the war. And if that is not 
knew what done looked like. possible, design for termination.

In the Maldives in 1988, we intervened, The laws we never updated
restored order and withdrew. No residue. War has never been lawless. It has always 
No secondary agenda. Maximum impact, carried limits.
minimum footprint.Even in Sri Lanka, The Geneva Conventions established the 
complex as it was, we exercised the baseline. Protect the wounded. Protect 
discipline to disengage when returns prisoners of war. Protect civilians. 
diminished.India’s restraint lay not only in Distinguish between combtant and non-
what it did, but in what it chose not to combatant.
strike. Infrastructure was not treated as a The Additional Protocol-I recognised that 
target. It carries the life of a society. To war was changing. Civilians would no 
destroy it is to punish the very people in longer remain distant. Distinction and 
whose name wars are often justified. proportionality became central to 

That discipline preserved legitimacy. legitimacy.Civilian objects shall not be 
Consider Operation Sindoor. Precision. attacked. Systems indispensable to survival 

When it has none, the economy and spirit bend around it.Bounded. Purposeful. Held. Done. Gone. such as food, water and essential infrastructure are 
If success is never defined, it is never achieved. Failure In each case, ends defined means. Today, means risk protected.

becomes the quiet default.becoming ends in themselves. But the battlefield has moved faster than the law.
The paradox of capabilityDrift dressed as doctrine Today, power grids collapse cities. Data networks carry 
We have never had more tools to end conflict, yet we are We call it hybrid war. We call it grey zone. We call it economies. Supply chains sustain nations. These are not 

worse at finishing them. Drones, cyber operations and calibrated ambiguity. From the field, it looks simpler. secondary systems. They are society itself.
precision strikes allow pressure below declared war. We Drift, dressed as doctrine.In West Asia, objectives shift And yet, they are increasingly treated as targets.
can sustain a condition of neither peace nor war while operations continue. One day promises decisive We do not need new principles. We need the discipline to 
indefinitely.That is the trap. Capability has replaced victory. The next speaks of a longer campaign. apply the existing ones to the wars we are actually 
decision.To stop requires accountability. It requires Negotiations, pauses and escalation overlap until words fighting.
stating what was gained and what was lost. It demands lose meaning.In Europe, conflict has stretched into The minimum we owe
ownership. It is easier to say the situation is evolving years. Objectives have accumulated layers of geopolitics Across centuries, from Sun Tzu through Chanakya, 
than to declare an outcome.until clarity dissolves. Fighting continues not because Machiavelli and Clausewitz, strategy was never about 

The measure of forcethe end state is defined, but because no one will define it. endless conflict. It was about purpose, application and 
Force must be applied with clarity and purpose. But its The conflict sustains itself. termination.

From Chanakya to Clausewitz, strategy was never about endless conflict. It was about purpose, application & termination

described as "totally controlled by Russia." In Britain, recognition. The cutting line replaces the considered Sleepy Joe." "Crooked Hillary." "Very dishonest and 
even local leadership is not spared: Sadiq Khan - the argument; the punchline carries the scene. What was weak." "Stone cold loser." This is not campaign-trail 
capital's directly elected mayor - is labelled a "stone cold once entertainment grammar has migrated into excess. It is the working vocabulary of Donald Trump, a 
loser."Even alliance commitments are recast in statecraft.There is a tactical logic to this approach. language that has travelled, largely unchanged, from 
diminishing, almost theatrical terms. Under the US- Public bluntness signals strength to domestic domestic politics into the conduct of international 
Japan alliance, Trump complained: "If we're attacked, audiences. It unsettles counterparts, forcing them to affairs.Its latest target is the French President. In 
Japan doesn't have to help us… they can watch it on a respond in real time. It turns negotiation into response to French reluctance to join US-led military 
Sony television" - a remark that casts Japan less as an spectacle.action in the Strait of Hormuz, Trump did not reach first 

Yet there are costs. Alliances depend not only on shared ally than as an audience, reducing a serious defence for strategy or alliance management. Instead, he reached 
interests, but also on habits of trust, discretion and commitment to caricature.American presidents have for ridicule by suggesting that Macron was "still 
predictability. When communication becomes volatile embarrassed themselves before. When George HW recovering" from a supposed "right hook to the jaw" 
and personalised, those habits erode. Partners hedge. Bush fell ill and vomited on Japanese Prime Minister from his wife.Macron's reply - that the remark was "not 
Coordination weakens. The appearance of unity — Kiichi Miyazawa during a state dinner in 1992, the elegant, nor up to standard" — was measured, even 
itself a form of power — becomes harder to sustain.moment was mortifying, but unmistakably accidental restrained. But the exchange points to something larger 

— a human lapse rather than a political message.What is than a passing slight. It reveals a shift in how power is The current disagreement over the Strait of Hormuz reliant on advisers, and dismissing Britain as "not our 
different now is intent. The awkwardness is no longer communicated.The style did not begin in diplomacy. illustrates the point. The US, having moved decisively, best" ally.The episode is instructive. The disagreement 
incidental; it is instrumental.The language is not Long before the presidency, Trump had refined it in the now seeks broader support. Europe hesitates, not itself is unremarkable; such divergences have long 
incidental; it is the method. At its sharpest, it is the glare of American television. In a running feud with privately but openly. "It is not our operation," Macron existed within alliances. What is new is the manner of its 
language of the gutter stripped of convention, indifferent comedian and talk show host Rosie O'Donnell, he says.The contrast with other political cultures is expression. Consultation — the routine mechanism of 
to proportion and deployed not to persuade but to dispensed with argument altogether, reaching instead for instructive. In India, for instance, leaders may deploy modern government — is recast as weakness. 
diminish.The deeper irony is that the sharpest language insult — calling her "a slob", "a pig", and "disgusting". sharp rhetoric in domestic contest, but such language Deliberation becomes something to be mocked. The 
is not reserved for adversaries, but for allies. Vladimir The exchange was crude, theatrical and highly public. It rarely travels into the conduct of foreign policy. Abroad, language does not merely describe policy differences; it 
Putin is a "strong leader"; Xi Jinping "very smart", even was also, in retrospect, a prototype. the tone remains measured, formal and state-centred. seeks to delegitimise the process by which those 

The boundary between internal politics and external That pattern has not softened with time. Decades later, the "a friend" when circumstances require. The tone softens differences are reached.This inversion marks a 
diplomacy, though often strained, is still largely same register surfaces in attacks on cultural figures such where the stakes are highest. It hardens where the risks departure from the post-war diplomatic tradition, in 
observed. In Washington, that boundary has been as Bruce Springsteen - dismissed as "very boring", "a are lowest. Allies - bound by treaty, habit and which disagreement was often sharp but rarely 
deliberately erased.dried up prune", and afflicted with "Trump Derangement dependence — are exposed to public correction personalised in public. The purpose of that restraint was 

Syndrome". The target changes; the language does precisely because they are unlikely to respond in In this sense, the diplomacy of insult produces its own not politeness, but stability.Trump collapses that 
not.What appeared then as celebrity provocation now kind.The pattern is not confined to France. In Britain, the mirror. If language is stripped of ceremony in distinction. The performance becomes the policy.
reads as governing method. Opponents are reduced to same method has begun to intrude into operational Washington, it will not be restored elsewhere.In another register, the method resembles the logic of 
caricature; disagreement is personalised; complexity is matters. After Keir Starmer declined to align fully with The result is a more exposed international order, in which commercial cinema — whether in Hollywood or 
compressed into a phrase.Abroad, the same instinct is US military action against Iran, Trump responded not relationships are tested in public rather than managed in Bollywood — where conflict is sharpened into 
applied to allies. Justin Trudeau is dismissed as "very with private pressure but with public derision. private; where the line between politics and performance character, opponents are reduced to types and the 
dishonest and weak." Angela Merkel's Germany is mimicking the Prime Minister as hesitant and overly grows increasingly thin.audience is invited to respond not with analysis but with 

50 years of the bitten Apple

Having lost Delhi last year, AAP cannot afford to let infighting weaken its desperate bid to retain Punjab.
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BeautyBeauty

summer

Tips to look flawless 
and acne-free in 

Ensure facial hygiene to avoid acne and rashes in 
summer
Here are some tips that can help you look flawless 
and acne-free:

Watch your diet:
One should avoid food such as doughnuts, wheat 
bread, soda and baked potatoes. Removing sugary 
and starchy products from your diet will help you 
control acne and will keep you healthy in the long 
run.

Avoid stress:
 Physical as well as emotional stress has been proven 
to trigger acne breakouts in some people.
Wrong cosmetics: Another common factor 
responsible for causing acne is the use of certain 
kinds of cosmetics and cleansing products. Avoid 
using greasy or harsh products or those whose 
ingredients you are allergic to. These products tend 
to clog your skin pores and irritate your skin, and 
result in acne breakouts.

Facial hygiene:
 Wash your face with a gentle cleanser at regular 
intervals. Splashing fresh water on your facial skin 
rejuvenates it and the hydration prevents acne and 
pimples.
Include fruits and vegetables in your diet: These 
foods not only work wonders for your overall 
health, they are also vital sources of antioxidants, 
vitamins and other essential nutrients that erase the 
signs of acne and heal acne-ridden skin.

Hydration: 

Make sure you drink lots of water throughout the 
day. Water flushes out toxins and other impurities 
from your system and keeps your skin cleansed and 
hydrated. Avoid a sedentary lifestyle: Try and 
remain physically active. Yoga and exercise 
improve your skin and boost metabolism.
Wear comfortable clothing: Sport loose clothes that 
do not irritate your skin. Prevent acne breakouts by 
avoiding the heat, friction and constant pressure 
caused by restrictive headgear or other forms of 
athletic gear. Switch to cotton clothing instead of 
wearing synthetic.

Clean up after exercise:
 Make sure you shower after exercising to get the 
sweat and grime off as soon as possible. When you 
sweat after a serious workout, there is an 
accumulation of dead cells on the surface of your 
skin. It is essential to remove these immediately to 
avoid blockages which can then lead to acne 
breakouts.

Let your 

 in summer
hair shine

Cleanse and 

condition your hair 

well, use the right 

tools and protect it 

from heat, 

humidity and 

pollution for a 

healthy shine on 

your mane.

Here are some easy tips to prepare your hair 

for the season.

We often end up with various hair problems 

during the summer - things like hairfall and 

dandruff are common occurrences due to the 

build up of dirt and pollution on our scalp.
A dirty scalp tends to get really oily and 

will make our hair feel heavy and 

unflattering. Therefore, it is important 

to wash our hair more often in the 

summer.
U s e  t h e  H a i r  S p a  

Rejuvenation shampoo 

two to three times a 

week. The product 

is infused with 

hydrating marine 

m i n e r a l s  

complex and 

e s s e n t i a l  

nutrients that 

deeply nourish and cleanse the scalp.

It always helps to massage your scalp during 

the summer as it increases the blood flow, 

leaves your hair beautifully nourished and 

will also make you feel rejuvenated.
Once you wash your hair, apply a generous 

amount of the Hair Spa Rejuvenation 

massage it with a conditioner to wet hair. The 

conditioner is especially designed to 

massage the scalp and moisturize the hair. 

- Cleansing

- Massage and Condition

This prevents it from tangling, making it 

softer and smoother.

We all worry about UV protection for our 

skin, but what about the hair? UVA and UVB 

rays can also cause damage to the cuticles 

leaving your hair dry, frizzy and dull.
It's time to get creative with that headgear. 

Experiment with hats and scarves that will 

not only make you look stylish, but will also 

double up and protect your hair from the 

harsh sun.

Since your hair is already prone to so much 

damage in the summer because of all the heat 

and humidity, we should ensure that all other 

processes are smooth and hassle-free.
If you choose to blow dry your hair, avoid 

heat and opt for the cool setting. It's there for a 

reason.
Avoid metal or rubber when buying hair 

accessories as they can easily entangle the 

hair causing breakage. Cotton or plastic hair 

bands will always be safer.
Opt for loose styles such as fishtail braids or a 

glamorous messy bun that are really summer-

friendly and easily be created at home.

There is no better feeling than taking a dip 

into cool water during the scorching summer 

heat.
The pool water is usually loaded with 

chlorine and other chemicals that can cause 

damage to the hair. While you may feel good, 

you will notice that your hair gets frizzy.
When you are in the pool, ensure that you 

cover up with a swimming cap.
After swim, care is also really important so 

ensure that you wash and condition your hair 

with moisturizing hair products.

- Protect

- Use hair-friendly tools and styles

- Protect those tresses while 

swimming

- Stay healthy
It's not only about what you put on your hair that 

matters, but also what you put inside your body.
Maintain a diet that is rich in Vitamins, Iron and 

Zinc that help in preventing your hair from 

becoming dull, thin and dry.
Indulge in different kinds of berries and fruits like 

kiwis, oranges and papaya, while also gorging on 

all things green. Spinach and other leafy 

vegetables are really high in Iron content and can 

do wonders for your hair.
Don't forget to include a wide variety of nuts in 

your diet as they act as superfoods for your hair. 

They are rich in Vitamin E which boosts blood 

circulation to the scalp and keeps the hair follicles 

healthy.

Five benefits of  having 

Oily skinOily skin

Much slower rate of aging: People with dry skin show the 
signs of aging much faster than the ones with oily skin. 
Wrinkles and fine lines get camouflaged by the oily skin.
Your skin a natural glow, all the time: The shine on your 
oily face doesn't look bad all the time. While many buy 
expensive products to get that shiny T-zone, you have it for 
free. Isn't that awesome?
Your face has natural oils: And these oils keep your skin 
healthy and soft. Hence, you don't need expensive day or 

night creams to protect your skin and make it smooth. Your 
skin will always be moisturised, season no bar: Your skins 
natural oils will take care of it. Not only that, your skin is also 
resilient to the harshness of various environmental 
conditions.
Low maintenance: Yes, you don't need those heavy 
foundations that wear out in the middle of the day. A simple 
dash of face powder and you are ready to go.

So, you thought it was 

downright bad to have an 

oily skin? Well, it's time to 

think again. The occasional 

breakouts should not 

demoralise. Because, here 

are a five benefits of 

having an oily skin.

Tips on packing 

Jewellery
 for your travels

Jewellery
If you are an accessory lover, 
chances are that while packing 
for a vacations, you end up 
carrying a fair bit of weight, 
thanks to your jewellery bag. 

But with a few tricks, you can easily 
reduce your load. Just carry versatile 
pieces that you can mix and match.
We give you a few tips on how you 
can maximise the use of a few chosen 
pieces and travel light.
Pick versatile and convertible pieces: 
These make packing convenient 
because they do the work of more 
than one piece. For instance, a 
necklace can easily double up as a 
stylish bracelet.

Pearl earrings: They won't get in 
your way while you're navigating 
through airports. Besides, they add 
sophistication to the overall look of 
the outfit.

Your favourite everyday 
piece: Be it a ring, a bracelet or 
delicate chain, there are a few 
pieces that can add to any look.

A dash of colour: Pick 
jewellery with pop colours 
because they have the ability 
to instantly make a simple 
black dress chic.

Sparkle and shine: Add a 
little sparkle to an outfit by 
wearing a pair of hoop 
earrings. It's easier than 
packing another dress.

Makeup on acne?
This could be tricky if you are not aware 
of the dermatological effects
When you are suffering from acne you 
need to be careful of what you wear on 
your skin because the wrong cream or 
powder can aggravate your condition. 
However, the right product can, not just 
camouflage your acne marks but 
also lend an elusive iridescence 
to your skin.

Dr Sama Rais, consultant 
d e r m a t o l o g i s t  a n d  
cosmetologist says that if one is 
suffering from mild acne one 
must preferably apply light 
makeup like a daily-wear 
foundation and a concealer which is 
non-comedogenic. She adds, "When 
you have acne you should avoid 
clogging of pores and so, must not use 
heavy makeup that cakes up on your 
face." However, she cautions, "In the 
initial phase, while undergoing 
treatments, it is best to avoid makeup till 
the eruptions settle a bit."

In the later course of the treatment 
when you have only acne marks left on 
your skin, experts say, that it is 
completely okay to wear light makeup. 

Covering marks with makeup could 
also boost one's confidence.

Dr Poonam Wadhwani, cosmetic 
dermatologist says, "For acne prone 
skin always apply makeup, which is 
paraben-free or oil-free or lanolin-
f ree  and  non-comedogenic ."  

Choosing the right product is 
essential, emphasises Dr 
Wadhwani. She adds, "If one 
has oily skin, one should 
n e v e r  u s e  a  c r e a m y,  
hydrat ing mois tur iser.  
Rather, one should use a 
primer, a good foundation 
and then dust powder on top 
of it."

Dermatologist Dr Geeta Oberoi 
calls attention to using minimal 
makeup on skin that has acne. She 
states, "Use light makeup to just 
conceal the marks during the day. But 
you need to make sure to keep your 
face makeup free at night or when at 
home, to avoid clogging of pores." Dr 
Oberoi also cautions, "Do not use oil 
as a makeup remover if you have 
acne. Opt for a double cleansing with 
a cleanser to remove makeup 
followed by a medicated face wash."
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New Delhi.(Agency) clear. Crude prices fall, fuel costs drop, (IndiGo) surged around 9% to Rs 
 Domestic stock markets staged a sharp inflation risks ease, and pressure on 4,647.30, benefiting directly from the 

rebound in early trade on Wednesday, interest rates reduces. That improves sharp fall in crude oil prices. Auto 
with benchmark indices surging after a the macro outlook and pushes equities majors Maruti Suzuki and Mahindra & 
sudden drop in crude oil prices flipped higher.For India, crude is a critical M a h i n d r a  g a i n e d  o v e r  6 %  
global sentiment overnight.As of 11:02 variable. As a major oil importer, lower each.Financial stocks also saw strong 
am, the BSE Sensex stood at 77,535.53, crude prices ease inflation, support the traction, with Axis Bank rising over 5% 
up 2,918.95 points or 3.91%, while the rupee, and give the Reserve Bank of and ICICI Bank up nearly 5%, 
Nifty 50 was at 23,992.35, higher by India more room to hold interest rates. signalling a sharp rebound in rate-
868.70 points or 3.76%.Investor wealth “This ceasefire, particularly the sensit ive sectors.“Beaten-down 
has swelled by nearly Rs 17 lakh crore reopening of the Hormuz Strait, will financials have the potential to stage a 
so far in this session. embolden the bulls. The RBI, aided by recovery. Crude-related stocks like 

aviation, capital goods, paints and DECODING TODAY'S MARKET the crash in crude, is likely to hold 
adhesives will be on a strong wicket,” RALLY rates,” Vijayakumar said, adding that a 

stronger rupee could even force foreign Vijayakumar said.On the flip side, IT The rally is being driven by a single, 
investors to turn buyers. stocks lagged the rally. Infosys was powerful trigger. A two-week ceasefire 

largely flat, while Wipro and Tech between the US and Iran has led to a BROAD-BASED RALLY ACROSS 
Mahindra traded lower.sharp correction in crude oil prices, SECTORS

WHY IS TODAY'S RALLY SO forcing markets to rapidly reprice risk. The rally in the Nifty 50 remains broad-
SHARP?“The two-week ceasefire between the US based, led by financials, capital goods 

The speed of the move reflects how and Iran has dramatically altered the and consumption stocks.Heavyweights 
quickly market positioning has flipped.near-term market scenario. The crash in such as HDFC Bank rose over 5% to Rs 

Brent crude following the ceasefire will 811.70, while Larsen & Toubro gained Until recently, investors were bracing for 
again turn the market bullish,” said Dr. nearly 7% to Rs 3,983.10.Among the prolonged geopolitical tensions and 
V K Vijayakumar.The chain reaction is top movers, InterGlobe Aviation elevated crude prices. 

Gold up Rs 5,000, silver jumps Rs 
14,000: Will the rally continue?

Adani moves US court seeking dismissal of  SEC 
fraud case, says lawsuit lacks jurisdiction

What is RBI's plan after rupee's recent 
fall vs US dollar? RBI Governor explains

New Delhi.(Agency)
In a move that brings some relief to borrowers, 

the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to 
keep the repo rate unchanged at 5.25%. This 
means home loan EMIs are unlikely to rise for 
now, giving buyers and existing borrowers a bit 
more stability.

RBI STAYS CAUTIOUS AMID GLOBAL 
UNCERTAINTY

RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra announced that 
the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) has 
unanimously voted to keep the key lending rate 
unchanged.The decision comes at a time when 
global uncertainties remain high, especially 
due to tensions in West Asia. The central bank 
has chosen to take a careful approach while 
keeping a close watch on how the situation 
evolves.Notably, the repo rate has not changed 
since December 2025, when it was last revised.

WHAT IT MEANS FOR HOMEBUYERS
For those planning to buy a house—or already 

paying a home loan—this decision is clearly 
positive. With no change in the repo rate, banks 
are expected to keep lending rates steady, 
which means EMIs will remain unchanged for 
now.This gives borrowers better clarity and 
makes financial planning easier, especially at a 
time when many households are already 
managing tight budgets.According to Anuj 
Puri, Chairman of ANAROCK Group, the 
RBI’s decision reflects a balanced and cautious 
stance. He noted that while uncertainties still 
exist, recent signs like a ceasefire in West Asia 
offer some hope for stability going 
forward.Keeping rates steady means stability 
for current and future home loan borrowers. 
EMIs will remain unchanged, which makes 
planning for the future easier. This is especially 
good news for people buying homes, who can 
now move forward with more confidence," he 
says.Adhil Shetty, CEO, BankBazaar explains, 
"Home loan borrowers on repo-linked products 
are already seeing the benefit of the 125 basis 
points delivered since early 2025. On a Rs 50 
lakh, 20-year loan, that translates to an EMI 
saving of around Rs 3,050 per month and a 
lifetime interest saving of Rs 7.34 lakh. On a Rs 
75 lakh loan, the monthly saving is 
approximately Rs 5,800, with total interest 
savings of Rs 13.94 lakh."He adds, "A rate hold 
keeps these gains intact. Borrowers still on 
MCLR-linked products are not seeing this 
benefit automatically and should switch to a 
repo-linked loan without delay.

Relief  for homebuyers as RBI 
holds repo rate at 5.25%: 

EMI impact explained
prices have kept rising, with the current downs are still likely in the short New Delhi.(Agency)
ceasefire news from Iran and the US term.Silver has also seen a strong rally, Gold and silver prices climbed sharply on 
also contributing positively to their supported by both investor interest and Wednesday, surprising many investors. 
rise. While this is meant to ease the industrial demand.The sudden rise comes as global 
tension at  hand,  i t  has  only “The price of silver has seen a rise due to markets reacted to easing tensions 
strengthened investors' inclination positive sentiments among investors in between the US and Iran after a 

l ight  of  the Iran-US truce temporary ceasefire.
a g r e e m e n t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  SHARP JUMP IN PRICES
c o n t i n u o u s  d e m a n d  f r o m  By around 11:15 am, MCX gold was 
industries,” Kamboj explained.trading at Rs 1,54,300, up by over 

However, she cautioned that silver Rs 4,011, while silver surged 
tends to be more volatile than gold, nearly Rs 13,652, to Rs 2,45,000.
meaning prices can move sharply in The rise in precious metals came 
either direction.WHAT LEVELS even as stock markets moved 
SHOULD INVESTORS WATCH?higher and crude oil prices fell. 

According to Ponmudi R, CEO of This shows that investors are still 
Enrich Money, the ceasefire has cautious and continue to lean 
improved global sentiment and towards safe-haven assets like 
reduced fears of a prolonged gold.
conflict.“The announcement of a WHY ARE GOLD AND SILVER towards holding investments that serve temporary two-week ceasefire between RISING? as havens in times of uncertainty,” said the US and Iran has significantly Experts say gold is continuing to benefit Aksha Kamboj, Vice President, India improved global risk appetite, easing from its safe-haven appeal. Even Bullion & Jewellers Association concerns around prolonged conflict though tensions have cooled slightly, (IBJA).She added that while the overall and potential supply disruptions,” he uncertainty has not disappeared.“Gold mood looks positive, some ups and said.

Mumbai.(Agency)

  Crude oil prices in the international market dropped 
sharply following the announcement of a ceasefire 
by the United States in the ongoing West Asia 
conflict.Brent crude prices fell by more than 13%, 
trading at $94.94 per barrel—down 13.62% or 
$14.88—at 7:04 AM Indian Standard Time. 
Meanwhile, US WTI crude declined by 14.60%, or 
$16.49, to $96.46 per barrel.The conflict, now in its 
35th day, had pushed crude prices to nearly double 
their pre-war levels.

Brent crude, which was trading between $62 and $65 
per barrel before the conflict, surged to a high of 
$119 per barrel and had been hovering above $110 
in recent weeks.US President Donald Trump, in a 
post on Truth Social, announced a two-week 
ceasefire in the conflict. He stated that he would 
suspend bombing and attacks on Iran for a limited 
period.“..I hold off the destructive force being sent 
tonight to Iran, and subject to the Islamic Republic 
of Iran agreeing to the COMPLETE, IMMEDIATE, 
and SAFE OPENING of the Strait of Hormuz, I 
agree to suspend the bombing and attack of Iran for 
a period of two weeks. This will be a double sided 
CEASEFIRE! The reason for doing so is that we 
have already met and exceeded all Military 
objectives, and are very far along with a definitive 
Agreement concerning Longterm PEACE with 
Iran, and PEACE in the Middle East…”

The conflict had severely disrupted cargo movement 
through the Strait of Hormuz, a vital chokepoint that 
accounts for nearly 20% of global oil and gas 
supplies. In addition to the blockade, Iran targeted 
several oil and gas facilities in the region, further 
exacerbating supply concerns. Production was also 
affected in some countries due to storage 
constraints, as exports were hindered by the 
disruption in the Strait.India, which depends on 
imports for nearly 90% of its crude oil needs, is 
particularly vulnerable to such disruptions. The 
country sources nearly 90% of its total LPG imports 
through routes passing via the Strait of Hormuz.

During the month-long crisis, India had to increase 
the prices of aviation turbine fuel (ATF), premium 
petrol and diesel, as well as domestic and 
commercial LPG, to absorb the impact of rising 
crude prices and supply disruptions of gas in the 
country. According to estimates, a sustained 
increase of $1 per barrel in crude prices can raise 
India’s annual import bill by approximately Rs 
16,000 crore.

New Delhi.(Agency) 
The country’s largest insurance company, PSU Life 

Insurance Corporation of India or LIC appears to be 
preparing to issue its first bonus share to reward 
investors. The attention of investors is now focused 
on the board meeting scheduled for April 13, where 
the proposal will be taken up for discussion. A 
regulatory filing has communicated that the LIC 
board will meet on April 13 to consider the issue of 
bonus shares. If approved, it will mark the first in its 
four-year journey in the stock market. But according 
to rules, the proposal has to be approved by 
shareholders. LIC also clarified that the trading 
window for its shares is currently closed and will 
remain closed until 48 hours after the announcement 
of its fourth quarter and full-year results for fiscal 
year 2026. Therefore, investors will have to wait a 
few days for any major decisions.

Financial situation of LIC
The insurance major posted robust results in the Dec or 

Q3FY26 quarter. Net profit jumped 17% to reach Rs 
12,958 crore in the Q3 period against Rs 11,056 crore 
in the same period last year. Net premium income 
rose to Rs 1,25,613 crore, compared to Rs 1,06,891 
crore a year earlier. Total income also went up to Rs 
2,33,984 crore. All these indicate the company’s 
operational strength.LIC stock performance

The LIC stock has been under a bit of pressure recently. 
On Tuesday, April 7, LIC shares closed at Rs 740.50, 
down 4.45 or 0.60%. 

Sensex surges nearly 3,000 points: 
4 things investors should know

Crude prices plunge over 13 
per cent after US announces 
ceasefire in West Asia 
conflict

RBI's focus will remain on 

managing sharp swings in the 

currency rather than controlling 

its direction, as global factors 

continue to drive movements in 

the rupee.

determined,” he said.He added that the the rupee.The RBI had earlier noted that POLICY REMAINS MARKET-DRIVEN
RBI aims to “contain excessive or safe-haven flows into the US dollar have The Governor made it clear that the RBI 
disruptive volatility” so that currency led to depreciation pressure on currencies does not target any specific level for the 
movements do not go beyond what of major economies.LIQUIDITY AND rupee and will continue to allow market 
economic fundamentals justify. FINANCIAL SYSTEM REMAIN forces to decide its value.“Despite a 

STABLEGLOBAL FACTORS WEIGH ON RUPEEstronger macroeconomic fundamental, 
Despite currency pressures, the the Indian Rupee in the last 

RBI said domestic financial financial year depreciated more 
c o n d i t i o n s  r e m a i n  than the average in the previous 
stable.System liquidity has years,” he said.He added, “Our 
been in surplus, averaging exchange rate policy remains 

New Delhi.(Agency) about Rs 2.3 lakh crore since unchanged intervention in the 
Reserve Bank of India Governor Sanjay the last policy meeting, foreign exchange market is 

Malhotra on Wednesday explained the according to the Governor.He aimed at smoothing excessive 
central bank’s approach to the rupee, added that the central bank will and disruptive volatility without 
saying it will not target any fixed level continue to manage liquidity targeting any specific level or 
even after the currency’s recent fall to actively to ensure that the band.The RBI has followed this 
around Rs 95 against the US dollar. banking system has enough approach for several years, 

He said the RBI’s focus will remain on funds to support economic stepping in only to reduce sharp 
managing sharp swings in the currency activity.movements rather than control 
rather than controlling its direction, as the direction of the currency. B a n k s  a n d  n o n - b a n k i n g  
global factors continue to drive financial companies also F O C U S  O N  C U R B I N G  The rupee’s weakness has come at a time 
movements in the rupee.His comments remain in good health, with strong capital VOLATILITY when global risks have increased due to 
come after the rupee touched a record low levels and stable asset quality, the RBI The Governor said the central bank’s role is the West Asia conflict.
of around Rs 95 against the US dollar and said.The RBI’s comments suggest that to prevent extreme swings that could hurt Higher crude oil prices, strong demand for 
declined more than 4% during the March while the rupee has come under pressure, the economy or financial markets. the US dollar as a safe asset, and volatility 
quarter, amid global uncertainty and the central bank is not looking to defend “This is consistent with our long-standing in global markets have all added pressure 
rising oil prices. any specific level.policy of exchange rates being market- on emerging market currencies, including 

US-Iran war: From tourism 
to infra, these sectors in 
India can net huge benefits

            

LIC bonus shares: Board 
meeting on April 13 to 
discuss maiden issue 4 
years after listing

Kolkata.(Agency)
 The US-Iran war has triggered supply shocks across 

the world and also the Indian economy. From 
shrinkage of export markets to inflationary 
pressures, from dramatic decline in the value of the 
rupee to sectors directly dependent on natural gas 
supplies, the conflict has caused a lot of misery. Now 
analysts are saying the truce becoming durable and 
the possibility of the Strait of Hormuz reopening can 
translate into major gains for different sectors of the 
Indian economy. However, the extent of the relief 
will ultimately depend on the durability of the 
ceasefire and the level of the crude oil price. Let’s 
have a look at which sectors can gain and how.

Energy prices
Primarily, the immediate benefit will be to those who 

are buying crude. The benchmark Brent crude prices 
plunged by 16% on Wednesday — from a level of 
about $111 a barrel to under $95 a barrel. All nations 
which are critically dependent on imported oil such 
as India — it imports close to 90% of the crude 
requirements — will immediately benefit. As on 
April 7, the average price of the crude oil that India 
buys stood at a staggering $135.63 a barrel. This has 
not only stoked inflationary pressures in India but 
also has impacted the revenue stream of the 
government after it cut excise by Rs 10/litre to 
prevent any rise in the retail prices of petrol and 
diesel to prevent wider inflationary pressure on the 
economy.

In a pre-motion letter filed ahead of a 
planned April 30 motion seeking 
dismissal of the lawsuit, Adanis through 
their lawyers said the SEC's claims over 
a 2021 bond sale by the group's 
renewable energy arm, Adani Green 
Energy Ltd (AGEL) are legally flawed on 
multiple grounds.

said the SEC's claims over a 2021 bond attended key meetings, or directed any transaction", a requirement for applying 
sale by the group's renewable energy activity at US investors. US securities laws.They went on to state 
arm, Adani Green Energy Ltd (AGEL) that SEC does not allege any investor The filing also contends the SEC's case is 
are legally flawed on multiple losses, adding that the bonds matured and impermissibly extraterritorial, noting the 
grounds.The SEC had sued the were fully repaid with interest in 
Adanis in November 2024, 2024.
alleging they misled investors by They also disputed the underlying 
failing to disclose an alleged bribery allegations, saying there is no 
bribery scheme tied to Indian credible evidence supporting such 
state officials, framing the case claims.
under US securities laws.Adanis The filing argues that statements cited 
argued that the court lacks by the SEC -- relating to ESG 
personal jurisdiction, saying commitments,  anti-corruption 
neither had sufficient contacts practices, and corporate reputation -- New York.(Agency)
w i t h  t h e  U S  o r  d i r e c t  amount to non-actionable "puffery", Billionaire Gautam Adani and his nephew 
involvement in the bond or general corporate optimism that Sagar Adani have asked a US court to 
offering.The USD 750 million investors cannot reasonably rely on.dismiss a securities fraud lawsuit brought 
bond sale was conducted outside It further said the SEC failed to link by the US Securities and Exchange 
the United States under Rule e i ther  defendant  to  speci f ic  Commission, arguing the case falls securities were not listed in the US, the 
144A and Regulation S exemptions, with misleading statements or demonstrate outside the US jurisdiction and fails to issuer is Indian, and the alleged 
securities sold to non-US underwriters intent to defraud.The defendants are establish any wrongdoing.In a pre- misconduct occurred entirely in 
and only later resold in part to qualified seeking dismissal of the case in full and motion letter filed ahead of a planned India.Citing US Supreme Court 
institutional buyers, they said.Lawyers said they are prepared to appear for a pre-April 30 motion seeking dismissal of the precedent, the defendants said the SEC 
added the complaint does not allege that motion conference if required.lawsuit, Adanis through their lawyers fa i l ed  to  show any  "domes t ic  
Gautam Adani approved the issuance, 
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BeautyBeauty

Homemade face 
packs for tan 

Removal

Sure you have waited 

for long to go for that 

vacation and enjoy a 

little tanning session. 

But then when you 

come back home you 

realise that the little 

tan sessions went 

too ahead leaving 

you with tanned 

hands, face and 

practically the whole 

you. So here are 

certain home 

remedies which will 

help you to get rid of 

tanned skin.

1. Cucumber, 
Rose Water and 
Lemon Juice:
 While lemon acts as natural bleach, cucumber 
and rose water acts as cooling agents. In a small 
bowl take a table spoon each of cucumber juice, 
lemon juice and rose water and mix in well. 
Apply the mix with cotton on tanned areas and 

Age-proof your

A good hand 

cream is 

important for 

softer and 

younger 

looking skin. 

Here's what to 

keep in mind 

when buying one

When it comes to skincare, one often 
indulges in products that take care of the 
facial skin and hair. However, your hands 
are also susceptible to ageing and to 
prevent the appearance of fine lines and 
wrinkles, invest in a good hand cream. 
Here are a few basic rules to follow.

Pick one according to 
your skin type
The first and foremost rule is to choose a 
hand cream that suits your skin type. This 
will ensure that your skin does not 
experience any sort of irritation. For 
example, if you have sensitive skin, 
investing in a cream that contains vitamin 
A is advised. Vitamin A ensures that your 
skin does not have an allergic reaction.

HandsHands
Age-proof your

Look for moisturising 
properties
The second general rule of a hand 
cream is to check for it's moisturing 
properties. A hand cream is 
generally used to keep your hands 
nourished for a long duration of 
time. No matter what season it is, 
the more moisturisation it offers, 
the better it is.

Opt for a product 
with SPF
Most hand creams these days 
contain sun protection factor. If 
you are looking for one that can be 
used during the day, this is your 
best bet. Not only will it keep your 
hands moisturised through the day, 
it will also protect them from the 
harmful UV rays of the sun.

One for the night

Apart from a day hand cream, one should 
also invest in one that can be used during 
the night. A hand cream for this time of the 
day should contain retinoid and Vitamin E, 
that will keep your hands soft and supple. 
Retinoid protects your hands from ageing 
and Vitamin E eases out fine lines and 
wrinkles.

Shou ld  have  an t i -
inflammatory properties
Your sore hands can be treated with a hand 
cream that contains anti-inflammatory 
properties. Choose creams that do not 
contain parabens.

Choose one that does 
not contain fragrance 
A hand cream should be selected on the 
basis of its benefits and not smell. The ones 
that have fragrance in it are not advised 
because they contain ingredients that may 
have damaging effects on your skin.

keep it for about 10 minutes. Then wash it off 
with cold water. Apply this pack every day after 
you get back home from the sun.

Mix two tablespoons of gram flour with a pinch 
of turmeric, a tablespoon of milk and a table 
spoon of crushed orange peel in a bowl with cold 
rose water. Apply the mix on clean face and let it 
dry for about 15-20 minutes. Once the pack 
dries, slowly remove the pack by scrubbing 
gently in clockwise and anti-clockwise 
direction; the exfoliation effect will help in 
removing the tan.

2. Gram flour and turmeric 
mix: 

3. 
Oat Meal 

and Butter 
Milk: 

While butter milk is an 
excellent source for soothing skin and healing 

Removal
blisters and oatmeal is a great natural scrub. In a 
bowl mix two tablespoon of oatmeal with three-
four tablespoons of butter milk and apply on 
tanned areas. Gently massage in circular 
motion; let it stay for 15-20 minutes and cleanse 
with water.

 Not only is this combination a healthy one, it 
also helps in improving skin complexion and 
reduction of dark spots, freckles and even 
pigmentation. Take four-five crushed 
strawberries and mix it with two tablespoons of 
milk cream and apply it on face. Let it stay for 
about 20-30 minutes. Rinse it with fresh water.

4. Milk and strawberry:

How to make natural 

lavender mask

To make your own soothing mask at home, 
here's what you need.
A lavender face mask is a great way to reduce 
stress and feel relaxed when you are worked 
up. It always soothes you especially if you've 
been going through a troubled phase. 
However, getting hold of something from the 
market is pretty tedious, since you may not 
know whether it is available easily or not. 
Here's how you can make one at home and 
store it for a long duration of time.
What you need - ¼ tbsp organic honey
4 drops of essential lavender oil

1 tbsp yogurt
½ tsp olive oil (optional)
How to make it - Mix all the ingredients 
together in a bowl and keep it overnight in 
a refrigerator. Before applying the pack, 
wash your face well with normal tap water, 
pat it dry. Make sure that the pack is not too 
watery and not too thick. Apply it evenly 
on your face and neck. Keep it on for 20 
minutes and wash it off with normal water. 
You can also take a few drops of lavender 
oil and massage it on your face and leave it 
overnight.

Here are office makeup 
looks for the season

Corporate lunch
A hint of peachy blush will add freshness to 
a dull afternoon. Outline your lips with a lip 
pencil in a corresponding shade and fill it in 
with a creamy matte lipstick in the same 
shade. You can choose from colours like 
light pink, peach, nude or even a lighter 
shade of brown. Thinly outline the eyes. 
Don't go too high on your eye makeup.
Dinner party
An office party or post-work drinks allow 
one to bring a little drama to your look. Do a 
winged cat-eye and keep the liner thick on 
the lower inner rims as well. Use a pink lip 
gloss to finish off.
Boardroom presentation
Highlight one of your features, either the 
lips or eyes. For instance, your lips bright 
and let your eyes have the bare minimum of 
colour. If red is too bright for you, pick lip 

colours like plum or burgundy.
Dos and don'ts
- Stick to neutral colours for a corporate 
office environment
- Don't overdo the colours and compact
- Opt for blushers in colours like rose and 
apricot. For Indian women, indigo blue, 
browns and grey are great in eye shadows 
and liners.
- Don't wear yellow-tinged colours like coral 
and fuchsia, since they could make your 
teeth appear yellow
- Keep the foundation to a minimum
- For an alert look, don't forget the mascara 
and curl your lashes with an eyelash curler 
before stepping out
- Air-conditioned environments are 
dehydrating on the skin. So, always keep lip 
balm and hand lotion handy in your bag
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is satisfying. I was probably going to bowl New Delhi. (Agency)
Multan Sultans captain Ashton Turner has the first over, but we expected two left-

taken a jibe at the organisers over the handers at the top. Fair play to them - they 
scheduling of the ongoing Pakistan Super changed that," he added.Turner also 
League (PSL). With four wins in five reflected on his side's performance to date, 
matches, the Turner-led Sultans currently noting that while the dressing room mood is 
sit top of the PSL 2026 points table. Multan excellent, he maintained that the Sultans are 
Sultans defeated Quetta Gladiators on yet to peak or deliver a "perfect win.""We 
Sunday at the Gaddafi Stadium, just a day are having fun, a lot of smiles in our 
before easing past Rawalpindi Pindiz at the dressing room. Whilst we strive for a perfect 
same venue. Speaking after the match game, we know there is a little bit we can 
against the Gladiators on Sunday, Turner improve. They were really tough wickets to 
criticised the PSL scheduling and noted bowl; first half done, important to take 
how little room there is for recovery.Might learnings forward. We have the luxury of 
go and find somewhere to get a blanket and bowling options and we want to have a wrist 
a pillow and sleep here - very short spinner in our ranks; conditions will dictate, 
turnaround," Turner said during the post- might not bowl them as much... we know across all departments in their victory over 
match presentation.Despite the quick they are match-winners and they are going Quetta Gladiators.
turnaround, Turner praised his team's to be an important part going forward," said "Slightly different conditions than the last two 
efforts, adding that they were well-balanced Turner.games. We did well in all three facets, which 

VIEW: DC vs GT missed the game against Rajasthan Royals CHENNAI. (Agency)  
On the eve of the game in Delhi, early evening Axar Patel sounded a warning to the rest of in Ahmedabad - where their middle order 

rain provided both teams with an the teams. “Let’s make Kotla our fortress,” collapsed after a strong start in a failed chase 
opportunity to iron out their shortcomings. he said on the eve of Delhi Capitals’ first of 211.
In the Gujarat Titans camp, the focus was Gill eased into the nets session, arriving IPL 2026 match at the Arun Jaitley Stadium. 
firmly on their misfiring middle order. minutes after his opening partner Sai The Capitals duly delivered, easing past 

Sudharsan confirmed that the skipper Mumbai Indians at home last week. Now, 
would be fit to play. Once he found his they face a struggling Gujarat Titans 
timing, Gill sent a few balls soaring side, hoping to complete an early-season 
into the stands. As is typical of India’s hat-trick of wins.After winning just one 
ODI and Test captain, there was of five at Kotla last season, Delhi will 
nothing extravagant - just precise aim to build on their strong start as they 
timing and elegant strokeplay, putting play all seven home games in the capital 
the likes of Mohammed Siraj and this year.

Standing in their way, however, is the Gurnoor Brar under pressure.Rahul 
looming threat of rain, as northern India Tewatia, who appears out of touch, 
continues to feel the effects of a Western also spent time in the nets, as Gujarat 
Disturbance. The return of Shubman Gill look increasingly desperate to stabilise 
from a neck muscle spasm strengthens their middle order.

On the other side of the main strip, KL the Titans, but Delhi - who appear a well- Washington Sundar, entrusted with bringing 
Rahul was the focal point. Following oiled machine - will start as favourites solidity to that unit, underwent a 40-minute 
routine, the wicketkeeper-batter walked out against a Gujarat side that looks formidable workout. Tested by Prasidh Krishna, Rashid 
with Pathum Nissanka, but it was Rahul who on paper but has been hampered by poor Khan and Sai Kishore, the young all-rounder 
dominated the session, clearly eager to form among several of their key gradually found his rhythm. After taking his 
make a significant contribution after two players.Delhi Capitals will take on Gujarat time to settle, Sundar began striking the ball 
successive failures (0 and 1). While the Sri Titans from 7:30 pm IST on Wednesday, crisply, dispatching deliveries into the stands 
Lankan opener looked in sublime touch, April 8. JioHotstar will stream the match - something the Titans will hope he can 
Rahul appeared sharp, though occasionally live in India, while Star Sports will replicate in Wednesday’s match.
troubled by the pace of Auqib Nabi.broadcast it on television.RINGSIDE Then came Shubman Gill, their captain, who 

IPL 2026, DC vs GT: Gill back for struggling 
Gujarat as Delhi eye a fortress at Kotla

New Delhi. (Agency)
The Bangladesh government's investigation 

committee has uncovered evidence of vote-
rigging, bias, and coercion in the October 
2025 Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) 
elections. The five-member panel, led by 
former justice AKM Asaduzzaman, 
submitted its findings to the sports ministry 
on Sunday, as per ESPNcricinfo. The 
committee reported a lack of cooperation 
from BCB's top officials on multiple 
occasions. Former BCB president Aminul 
Islam said in a recent interview that he did 
not participate in a face-to-face meeting with 
the panel, opting instead to submit a written 
response.Despite this, the committee found 
that both BCB officials and individuals 
within the sports ministry were involved in 

irregularities during the election process.
Mohammed Aminul Ahesan, the NSC sports 

director, read out the government's report at 
a press conference on Tuesday afternoon, 
"The election process was not free, fair or 
transparent. Voters were intimidated, and 
procedural irregularities were rampant."

Ahesan stated that the government had 
sufficient grounds to dissolve the Aminul-
led BCB board. Concluding his press 
briefing, he announced the 11 members of a 
new ad hoc committee that will oversee the 
BCB for the next three months. Tamim 
Iqbal, the former Bangladesh captain, who 
had accused Aminul of abusing his authority 
as BCB president just four weeks before last 
year's election, has been appointed as the 
new BCB president.On March 10, 2026, Mr 
Shariful Alam and other former councillors 
made a complaint about the district and 
division sports associations. The subject of 
the complaint was the deadline for 
submitting councillors' names from this 
category. The concerned authorities were 
sent letters on September 1 and 2 that the 
submission deadline would be September 
17. The BCB extended this deadline to 
September 19 and then to September 22. 

it'll be a tough challenge back in Munich." allowing Alvaro Carreras to hack the ball off German's shot behind.MADRID. 
the line.Madrid were largely pinned back as Real Madrid defender Antonio Rudiger said Luis Diaz and Harry Kane scored the goals that Slick Bayern
Bayern dominated the ball, but the hosts that Mbappe's goal had kept the tie open.gave dominant Bayern Munich a crucial 2-1 Bayern toyed at times with Real, who ceded 
sought to send through rapid strikers Mbappe Champions League quarter-final first leg win "For me, the two goals we conceded were gifts, possession far too often, and their opening 

away to Real Madrid on Tuesday.Kylian and in the second half we needed more," goal was a slick combination play which 
Mbappe's strike 16 minutes from time gave Rudiger told Movistar.I think we're alive, caught the hosts on their heels.Gnabry 
record 15-time winners Real a lifeline at their everything is open with that goal from exchanged a one-two with Kane and 
Bernabeu home in a gripping battle.Vincent Mbappe. I think we had many chances to pushed the ball in behind Trent Alexander-
Kompany's side, arguably the strongest team score goals, but in the end this is how it is." Arnold for the Madrid defender's former 
in Europe this season, produced a Liverpool team-mate Diaz to reach and The round's glamour fixture was a European 
masterclass in the first half and could have stroke home past Lunin in the 41st minute.classic -- a record 29th time these 
been several goals ahead.Instead they had heavyweights have faced each other in the Kane, who was a doubt to start because of an 
only one from Diaz, which Kane added to competition.Bayern flew out of the blocks ankle problem, did not seem fully fit but 
after the interval, but French superstar and Konrad Laimer's rasping effort narrowly made an even bigger impact less than a 
Mbappe's goal kept Alvaro Arbeloa's side in over the bar showed that Kompany's side had minute into the second half.Olise cut the 
the tie."It's a shame it wasn't 2-0 at the end to come to the Spanish capital to attack.After ball back to him on the edge of the box and 
be completely honest," said Bayern and Vinicius Junior on the counter, with nine consecutive matches against Madrid Kane fizzed a curling effort into the bottom 
goalkeeper Manuel Neuer, who made several Neuer saving from both.Madrid's defensive without a win, Bayern were determined to corner to double Bayern's lead.It was his 11th 
good saves in the second half as Madrid work was nearly undone by a moment of put an end to that streak and show why many Champions League strike this season, 
ramped up the pressure."You know how madness from 18-year-old midfielder Thiago consider them favourites to lift the trophy trailing only Mbappe on 14, and his 49th goal 
dangerous Real Madrid are, we saw that Pitarch, starting in place of Jude Bellingham, this season.Bayern should have taken the across all competitions.Vinicius had a fine 
again today. They had plenty of chances and whose poor back pass under pressure was lead through defender Dayot Upamecano, chance to pull one back for Real when 
could've scored more."First up we're happy straight to Serge Gnabry in front of goal, but who fluffed his lines from point-blank range, Upamecano badly underhit a header back to 
about the victory here away from home, but goalkeeper Andriy Lunin deflected the after Kane cushioned the ball into his path, Neuer, but the Brazilian sliced .

(Agency)

saves."At the moment he's phenomenal and defeats as motivation and they rose to the Arsenal will be firm favourites to advance to 
extraordinary since he joined us. We are very challenge.Sitting nine points clear of the semi-finals in the second leg in north 
lucky to have him."Aiming to finally banish second-placed Manchester City, the Premier London on April 15, but they will have to 
accusations that they are English football's League leaders are also on course for their improve significantly to win the tournament 
nearly men by winning their first major first title in 22 years.Playing in the last eight for the first time.Those agonising losses to 
trophy since the 2020 FA Cup, Arsenal have for the first time since 1983, Sporting's 17-City and second-tier Southampton marked 

game winning run at home made the first time that Arsenal had been 
them dangerous opponents for beaten in successive matches this term, 
Arsenal.Super subswith the embarrassing FA Cup defeat just 

the Gunners' fifth of the season.The after- Injury-hit Arsenal were still without 
shocks were still being felt as Arsenal Jurrien Timber, Piero Hincapie, 
struggled to find any momentum in Eberechi Eze and Bukayo Saka, 
Lisbon, but not for the first time this although Declan Rice returned 
season they found a way to win ugly."We after missing the Southampton 

LISBON. (Agency)  had to be a little bit crisper, faster, more game and England's recent 
 Kai Havertz snatched a last-gasp winner as efficient to break them down when they friendlies.

Arsenal bounced back from their domestic had that block," Arteta said.We had a goal Raya was also back in goal for 
distress to steal a 1-0 victory at Sporting disallowed and there were two or three Arsenal after missing the previous 
Lisbon in the Champions League quarter- occasions where we were close but we two games and the Spaniard 
final first leg on Tuesday.Mikel Arteta's side lacked that final pass. In the end a magic quickly made his presence felt.
arrived at the Jose Alvalade Stadium rocked moment from the finishers win us the Ousmane Diomande's deft pass split 
by successive defeats against Manchester game."It's beautiful and that's the impact the Arsenal defence, sending faced pointed questions about their 
City in the League Cup final and you need when you get to this stage of the Maxi Araujo clear for a fierce strike that perceived lack of mental strength.
Southampton in the FA Cup quarter-finals. season. Everybody has to make an impact Raya tipped onto the crossbar at full-Grinding out the win in Lisbon was a suitable 

Once again, the Gunners were below their best and they certainly did that tonight."Praising stretch.Raya was forced into action again to riposte to the critics.Insisting his players 
but they emerged with the win thanks to the outstanding Raya, Arteta added: "He had smother Geny Catamo's low drive from an were "hungrier than ever", Arteta had urged 
David Raya's fine saves and Havertz's two moments where he made two big acute angle inside the penalty area.Arsenal to use the "pain" of their recent 
clinical finish in stoppage-time.

Havertz strikes late as Arsenal steal 
Champions League advantage against 

Australia Star Mocks Organisers Over PSL 
Scheduling: 'Might Go And Sleep Here’

BARCELONA. (Agency)  
Jammu and Kashmir pacer Auqib Nabi is yet to 

feature for Delhi Capitals in his maiden Indian 
Premier League season. The Capitals, who 
bought Nabi for a hefty sum of Rs 8.40 crore 
after beating SunRisers Hyderabad in the IPL 
auction, are yet to find a place for the young 
pacer in their line-up.Nabi entered his maiden 
IPL stint on the back of an incredible domestic 
season. He was the standout performer in the 
Ranji Trophy, picking up 60 wickets. His 
match-winning spell in the final helped Jammu 
and Kashmir clinch their maiden Ranji title, 
beating a strong Karnataka side stacked with 
superstars.However, despite coming off a high, 
Nabi has not featured in the first two games for 
the Capitals this season.So what has gone 
wrong? Why has Auqib Nabi not played a game 
yet?Speaking ahead of the match against 
Gujarat Titans, set to be played on April 8, DC 
bowling coach Munaf Patel said that the team 
has simply not been able to fit the fast bowler 
into the playing XI so far.

Speaking to reporters at the Arun Jaitley Stadium, 

Munaf showered praise on Nabi, calling him 
one of the best players in the squad.

Munaf revealed that DC are keen to give Nabi an 
opportunity in the IPL, especially given his 
outstanding work ethic. He pointed out that 
while most bowlers deliver five to six overs in 
the nets during the IPL, Nabi pushes himself to 
bowl 10 to 12 overs, often continuing until he is 
asked to stop.Even then, Nabi insists on 
bowling a little more.

“He is a very good kid. As fast bowlers, we are a 
little crazy, a little eccentric, but he is a very 
good kid. He has an incredible work ethic and 
he has never played in the IPL or been part of 
this ecosystem. 

When will Jammu & 
Kashmir pacer Auqib Nabi 

make his IPL debut?

New Delhi. (Agency)  
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi’s fearless shot-making 

is pushing Yashasvi Jaiswal to elevate his 
own game, the 24-year-old said after 
Rajasthan Royals’ 27-run win over Mumbai 
Indians on April 7.The two left-handers, 
separated by nine years, tore into the MI 
bowling attack, guiding Rajasthan to 150 in a 
rain-curtailed 11-over contest. In reply, 
Mumbai never found the required tempo, 
managing just 123 for 9.MI were jolted early 
when Sooryavanshi launched Jasprit Bumrah 
for a first-ball six, a shot that set the tone for 
the innings. The youngster, in only his second 
IPL season, smashed 39 off 14 balls before 
falling to Shardul Thakur in the fifth over.

Sooryavanshi’s dismissal came in dramatic 
fashion. He crunched a full delivery through 
extra cover, only for Tilak Varma to time his 
leap perfectly at the boundary and complete a 
stunning catch.At the other end, Jaiswal 
matched the tempo, the duo putting together 

an 80-run stand. While Sooryavanshi fell, 
Jaiswal carried on, finishing unbeaten on 77 
off 32 balls in the shortened game.

Jaiswal mixed scoops and uppercuts with his 
traditional strokeplay, making life difficult 
for the Mumbai bowlers. The assault was so 
relentless that only MI captain Hardik 
Pandya conceded at under 10 runs per 
over.Speaking after the match, Jaiswal 
credited the young Sooryavanshi for forcing 
him to level up.“The way he has been 
playing, it's tremendous. He's working so 
hard as well, so I also get motivated - I feel 
like I need to develop some different shots 
too,” Jaiswal told the broadcaster.“All the 
time we have these discussions, like how we 
can go about it. If he's taking on someone, I 
just keep giving him positive messages - that 
you can go after him, just play freely, khel 
bindaas (smiles),” he added.

J A I S WA L - S O O RYAVA N S H I :  T H E  
PARTNERSHIP

The key to his relationship with Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi, Jaiswal says, is the fact that 
there is no elder brother syndrome. Neither 
does he order around the 15-year-old, nor 
does he speak to him in a tone that he is older 
than the youngster.

Controversy Hits 
Bangladesh Cricket As 

Government Probe 
Makes Big Revelation

Bindaas Vaibhav Sooryavanshi 
forcing Yashasvi Jaiswal to level-up 

at Rajasthan Royals

Arsenal will be firm favourites to 
advance to the semi-finals in the 
second leg in north London on 
April 15, but they will have to 
improve significantly to win the 
tournament for the first time.

Luis Diaz, Harry Kane give Bayern 
Champions League edge at Real Madrid
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